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IN BRIEF

Pre5|dent|al poll Nadda
Rajnath to contact allies
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Sunday said it had
authorised party president
J.P. Nadda and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh to
hold consultations with NDA
partners, UPA constituents
and Independent MPs with
regard to the presidential
poll scheduled for July 18.

NEWS » PAGE 11

Modi must break his
silence, says Digvijaya
BHOPAL

Congress leader Digvijaya
Singh on Sunday said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
should break his silence on
the controversial statements
made by suspended BJP
spokesperson Nupur Sharma
on Prophet Muhammed.

NEWS » PAGE 10

BJP sweeps Assam
tribal council polls
GUWAHATI

The BJP on Sunday swept
the elections to the Karbi
Anglong Autonomous
Council, winning all 26 seats.
The Congress drew a blank.
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| Adani power project
sparks row in Sri Lanka

Official says Modi ‘pressured’ Gotabaya, later recalls charge

MEERA SRINIVASAN
JAFFNA

An Adani project in Sri Lan-
ka is yet again at the centre
of a controversy, after a top
official of the Ceylon Elec-
tricity Board (CEB) told a
parliamentary panel that a
renewable energy project in
the island’s northern Man-
nar district was given to the
Adani Group after Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi “pres-
sured” President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa.

CEB Chairman M.M.C.
Ferdinando made the re-
mark on Friday before the
Committee on Public Enter-
prises (COPE), but soon
withdrew it, saying he had
been “emotional”.

President’s denial
Between his statement on
Friday and swift withdrawal
was a tweet from Mr. Gota-
baya on Saturday that said:
“Re[garding] a statement
made by the #lka CEB Chair-
man at a COPE committee
hearing regarding the award
of a Wind Power Project in
Mannar, I categorically deny
authorisation to award this
project to any specific per-
son or entity. I trust respon-
sible communication in this
regard will follow.”

The President’s office fol-
lowed up with a statement
“vehemently denying” the
CEB official’s remarks. “Sri

Big find: The site from where the eggs were dug up at Bagh
in Dhar district of Madhya Pradesh. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

Abnormal dinosaur
egg found in India

Discovery of
‘egg-in-egg’ leads
to new link of
reptilian and
avian evolution

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

A team of researchers from
the University of Delhi has
discovered a unique set of
fossilised dinosaur eggs,
with one egg nesting within
the other.

While eggs-within-eggs
are a rare phenomenon,
they are so far known to oc-
cur only in birds and never
known in reptiles. This dis-
covery brings out newer
connections between repti-
lian and avian evolution.

The findings, published
in the journal Scientific Re-
ports, talk about the “egg-in-
egg” phenomenon in a tita-
nosaurid dinosaur egg
found at Bagh in Madhya
Pradesh’s Dhar district .

Dinosaurs of the Sauro-
pod family were among the
largest land animals that ev-
er lived and widespread mil-
lions of years ago in the ter-
ritory that is now India.
Fossils of these animals have
been found in Gujarat, Mad-
hya Pradesh and Meghalaya.

52 nests documented

The Upper Cretaceous La-
meta Formation of Central
India is long known for its
dinosaur fossils (both skele-
tal and egg remains), and
scientists, some of whom
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were involved in the team
reporting the latest findings,
documented 52 titanosaurid
sauropod nests near Padlya
village close to Bagh town in
Madhya Pradesh. One of
these nests had 10 eggs, one
of which was the “abnor-
mal” egg.

The egg has two continu-
ous and circular eggshell
layers separated by a wide
gap like that observed in
birds. Until this discovery,
no egg-in-egg fossil egg was
found in dinosaurs and oth-
er reptiles such as turtles, li-
zards and crocodiles.

It was believed that dino-
saurs had a reproductive
function similar to that of
turtles and other reptiles
(unsegmented oviduct) in
contrast to segmented re-
productive tract of croco-
diles and birds with sepa-
rate regions of membrane
and shell deposition.

Sequential laying of eggs
Though crocodiles have
separate regions of shell
membrane and mineralised
shell deposition, they ovu-
late and release all the eggs
simultaneously like turtles
and other reptiles. In birds,
ovulation is sequenced and
eggs are laid one at a time.
“The new discovery of an
ovum-in-ovo egg, which is
characteristic of birds, in ti-
tanosaurids argues for a seg-
mented oviduct like in cro-
codiles and birds, and
possible sequential laying of
eggs like in birds,” the auth-

ors note.

In the dark: A man using his mobile phone torch during a
power cut in Colombo in Sri Lanka. The island-nation has
been in the throes of an acute power shortage. =ar

Lanka is currently in an
acute shortage of power and
President desires to expe-
dite implementation of me-
ga power projects. However,
no undue influence will be
used in awarding such pro-
jects. Project proposals for
large-scale renewable ener-
gy projects is limited, but
special attention will be paid
to the selection of institu-
tions for the projects, which
will be carried out strictly in
accordance with the tran-
sparent system by the go-
vernment of Sri Lanka.”

The development comes
days after Sri Lanka amend-
ed its electricity law, effec-
tively eliminating competi-
tive bidding. The move drew
flak from critics. In the par-
liamentary debate on the
Bill, subsequently passed,
Opposition lawmaker Nalin
Bandara flagged concerns

that competitive bidding
was being done away with
“to make way” for projects
such as the Adani Group’s,
according to the Colombo-
based Sunday Times.

This is not the first time
that Sri Lankans have ques-
tioned the Adani Group’s en-
try into the island’s energy
sector, or brought up Mr.
Modi’s name in this regard.
Following an agreement bet-
ween the Group and the
CEB, to execute renewable
energy projects in the north-
ern Mannar and Pooneryn
districts, Sri Lanka’s main
Opposition party, Samagi Ja-
na Balawegaya (SJB), said the
Indian businessman was
making a “backdoor entry”,
and accused Mr. Gotabaya of
“pampering” Mr. Modi’s
“notorious friends”.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

Protests on, more people arrested

Mob attacks train in West Bengal; house of activist razed in Uttar Pradesh

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

The protests against the con-
troversial remarks on Pro-
phet Muhammed by two
now-sacked BJP spokesper-
sons continued in several
States on Sunday even as the
authorities at Prayagraj in Ut-
tar Pradesh razed the “ille-
gal” house of arrested politi-
cal activist Javed
Mohammad.

Over 400 people — 316 in
Uttar Pradesh alone — have
been arrested in various
States since Friday.

A mob attacked and dam-
aged a local train at the Beth-
uadahari station in Nadia of
West Bengal on Sunday even
as prohibitory orders conti-
nued in parts of Howrah and
Murshidabad districts.

Brought down: A bulldozer being used to demolish the
bungalow of an activist in Prayagraj on Sunday. =pmi

In West Bengal's Bethua-
dahari, a police officer said,
over 1,000 demonstrators
threw stones, damaged
houses and tried to put up
blockades on roads. When
chased by the police, a sec-
tion of them went inside the

Bethuadahari railway station
and attacked the train.
Another group of people
vandalised the Dhubulia rail-
way station in Nadia. Some
employees of the station and
passengers of the Krishna-
gar-Lalgola local train were

injured, an official of the
Eastern Railway said.

In Purba Medinipur dis-
trict, the police prevented
Leader of the Opposition in
West Bengal Assembly, Su-
vendu Adhikari, from visit-
ing violence-hit areas of
Howrah, where several BJP
offices were targeted, “as a
precautionary measure”.

In Uttar Pradesh, the
Prayagraj administration on
Sunday demolished the
house of Mr. Mohammad,
who was arrested on charges
of fuelling violence during a
protest in the city on Friday
after namaz.

The administration said
the bungalow was an “illegal
construction.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

Modern Times: watches keep an eye on workers

GPS tracking a
privacy invasion,
say experts

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

Tied not only to their hands
but also to their daily wages,
GPS-enabled watches have
kept safai karamcharis (san-
itation workers) in Chandi-
garh under constant anxiety
ever since the gadgets were
introduced by the Municipal
Corporation in 2020. With
no laws or regulations yet to
be formalised to check mis-

use of such monitoring dev-
ices, many legal experts feel
that this “constant and dehu-
manising” surveillance must
be stopped immediately.

The Corporation intro-
duced the watches to glean
attendance of these workers
and check the misuse of the
manual attendance system.

The sanitation workers,
however, complain that the
device has made them a
modern-day slave.

Sheila, a sweeper at-
tached with the Corpora-
tion, said she had been
forced to wear the watch all

day and even forced to take
care of its maintenance.

“Most of the time, I don’t
know if it is working or not.
As per instructions given to
us, it works automatically.
We just have to wear it. But I
get dizzy whenever I wear
it,” the 48-year-old, whose
shift starts at 6.30 a.m. and
ends at 11 a.m., said.

“I live in constant fear, as
any fault with the watch
could result in my salary get-
ting cut. There have been
several instances where my
salary has been cut, without
even giving a proper rea-

son,” said Ms. Sheila, who
has faced deductions up to
32,000 on her monthly sal-
ary of 14,000.

Darshna, 48, another
sweeper, said there was the
fear of wages being cut even
while taking breaks. “It takes
an hour and a half to charge
the watch. Sometimes, it
stops working. There have
also been instances where it
showed a location different
from where I was working,”
she said, adding her salary
was cut by 1,500 a month.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

Ink attack on rape victim in Delhi

Woman had filed complaint against Rajasthan Minister’s son

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 23-year-old woman, who
had accused Rajasthan Mi-
nister Mahesh Joshi’s son Ro-
hit Joshi of raping her, was
allegedly attacked with ink
and threatened to take back
her complaint at Shaheen
Bagh in south-east Delhi, the
police said on Sunday.

The police said they had
received a PCR call on Satur-
day about some unidentified
persons throwing a blue li-
quid on a woman near Kalin-
di Kunj Road and fleeing
from the spot.

“The blue liquid prima fa-
cie looks like ink. A case un-
der sections of the Indian
Penal Code pertaining to cri-
minal intimidation and pun-
ishment for voluntarily caus-
ing hurt has been registered
at the Shaheen Bagh police
station. An investigation is in
progress,” said Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (South-
East) Esha Pandey.

The police are scanning
the CCTV footage from the
area to identify the attack-
ers, she said. The woman, in
her statement, said she had
come with her mother to

Delhi from Jaipur when two
persons in an autorickshaw
threw something at her and
fled. The woman was exa-
mined at the AIIMS Trauma
Centre, Ms. Pandey said.
Taking to Twitter on Sun-
day, Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) chairperson
Swati Maliwal accused Rajas-
than Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot of trying to shield the
Minister’s son. In a notice is-
sued to Delhi Police, the
DCW sought a copy of the
FIR, details of the accused
and an action-taken report.
(With inputs from PTI)
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-G, CM deliberate on
revamp of Bhatti Mines

‘Can’t enforce RTE unconditionally on pvt. schools

HC says petitioner, whose name was struck off the rolls for non-payment of fees, is free to take admission in a government school

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The provisions of the Right
To Education (RTE) Act can-
not be unconditionally en-
forced on a private unaided
school, the Delhi High Court
has observed.

A Bench of Acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and Jus-
tice Sachin Datta made the
remarks while rejecting a
plea challenging certain pro-
visions of the Delhi School
Education Rules, 1973.

Divyam Bhateja, a Class VI
student in Bhai Parmanand
Vidya Mandir here, was on
February 11, 2022, told by the
school that her name had
been struck off the rolls over
non-payment of fees since
June 2021.

‘Father lost job’

Bhateja, in her plea through
advocate Khagesh B. Jha, had
stated that she was paying

The RTE Act was enacted to impart free and compulsory

education to all children aged 6-14 years. sfiLe PHOTO

the school fees regularly un-
til her father, working with a
private firm as an accoun-
tant, lost his job during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

She had challenged Rules
35 and 167 of Delhi School
Education  Rules, 1973
against the right of children
to free and compulsory edu-
cation under the RTE Act.

Rule 35 provides for strik-

‘Newspapers don't
perform public function’

HC rejects plea against discrimination

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court ob-
served that a newspaper or
a press agency engaged in
the dissemination of news
cannot be viewed as per-
forming a ‘public function’.

Justice Yashwant Varma
made the observation while
rejecting the plea of an em-
ployee of a French news
agency ‘Agence France
Presse’ (AFP), alleging racial
discrimination and harass-
ment by his employer.

Racial discrimination
Prakash Singh, AFP’s chief
photographer in India, con-
tended in his plea that he
was discriminated against
by the employer because of
his colour.

Urging the High Court to
act on his complaint, Mr.
Singh argued that AFP had
been constituted by an Act
of Parliament of France, and

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Three people died of CO-
VID-19 in the Capital on Sun-
day while 735 new cases
were reported, according to
data shared by Delhi’s Health
Department.

The city’s positivity rate
rose from 4.11% on Saturday
to 4.35% on Sunday. Since

Deadly heat
stifles Delhi;
mercury

above 44° C

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

All but one of the weather
stations in the Capital re-
corded maximum temper-
atures above 44 degrees
Celsius on Sunday, as hot
and dry westerlies swept
across north-west India.

The Safdarjung Observa-
tory, Delhi’s base weather
station, recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 43.9
degrees Celsius — four
notches above the season’s
normal. The maximum
temperature settled at 46.7
degrees Celsius at the
Sports Complex.

While Najafgarh and
Mungeshpur stations re-
corded a high of 46.4 de-
grees Celsius and 46.2 de-
grees Celsius respectively,
the weather stations at Pi-
tampura and Ridge both
recorded a high of 45.8 de-
grees Celsius.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department has issued
a yellow alert, warning of a
heatwave in parts of Delhi
on Monday.

Weather experts said a
major respite from the
scorching heat is expected
from June 15-16.

CcM
K

that it “clearly performs a
public function”.

Justice Varma, however,
declined to entertain the pe-
tition saying it was “not
maintainable”.

“While it may be true that
the second respondent
(AFP) had been constituted
by an Act by the Parliament
of France, it becomes rele-
vant to note that a newspap-
er or an agency engaged in
the dissemination of news
cannot be viewed as per-
forming a public function,”
the court said.

The Bench further said,
“The expression ‘public
function’ and ‘public duty’
have been understood to be
those which are akin to
functions performed by the
State in its sovereign capaci-
ty” It noted that the con-
tract of service between Mr.
Singh and the news agency
was not imbued with any
“statutory flavour”.

Friday the city has recorded
over 600 cases daily with a
positivity rate of over 3%.

The city’s totally COVID-19
case tally increased to
19,12,798 while the death toll
reached 26,221, according to
the latest bulletin issued by
the Health Department.

A total of 16,878 COVID
tests were conducted in the

Starting afresh: how women at Tihar jail are upskilling, breaking stereotypes

ing a student off the rolls on
account of non-payment of
fees and other dues for 20
days after the last day for
payment. Rule 167 permits a
school to strike off the name
of a student for non-payment
of fees and contributions.
The High Court noted that
the Delhi School Education
Rules were enacted for bet-
ter organisation and deve-

If the claim were to
be allowed, if
would mean even
private unaided
schools would be
unable to charge
any fee even
though they have
to meet all their
expenses of their
own. This is
completely
untenable

DELHI HIGH COURT BENCH

C

lopment of school education
in the Capital. The very pur-
pose of this enactment is to
improve the standard and
management of school edu-
cation, it said.

Right to education

The RTE Act was enacted in
2009 to provide for free and
compulsory education to all
children between the ages of

C=RANU VAN ~
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6-14 years.

“Given the independent
and distinct framework of
Delhi School Education Act
and the Rules framed the-
reunder, and the RTE Act
and the rules framed the-
reunder, there can be no
question of Rules 35 and 167
of Delhi School Education
Rules impinging upon the
operation of the RTE Act,”
the High Court observed.

“The RTE Act guarantees
the right to education. Ho-
wever, it nowhere provides
that the said right can be un-
conditionally enforced
against a private unaided
school,” the court also said.

“The petitioner (minor
Bhateja) is free to take admis-
sion in a government school
if he cannot afford to pay the
fee of the private unaided
school. If he is entitled to ad-
mission in the EWS category,
he may apply under that ca-

tegory to seek a waiver of the
school fee,” the court
observed.

The Delhi High Court also
remarked, “If the claim of
the petitioner were to be al-
lowed, if would mean that
even private unaided schools
would not be able to charge
any fee even though they
have to meet all their expens-
es from their own resources
and accretions. This is com-
pletely untenable.”

“In the light of the afore-
said position, we reject the
challenge to the vires of
Rules 35 and 167 of the Delhi
School Education Rules,
1973, the High Court
ordered.

It, further, clarified that
the other prayers made by
Bhateja, such as her chal-
lenge to her school striking
off her name from the rolls,
would be decided by another
bench of the High Court.

Shops gutted :A massive fire broke out at Gaffar Market in central Delhi's Karol Bagh on Sunday, leaving at least a dozen shops
gutted and injuring a firefighter, fire officials said. Delhi Fire Service chief Atul Garg said 39 fire tenders were pressed into
service. Several buildings were also damaged in the blaze. The fire started at a shoe market in the area, the DFS said, adding
that one of its firefighters sustained burn injuries while bringing the blaze under control. No other casualties were reported,
the fire agency added. =sHIv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Delhi reports 735 new COVID-19 cases, three deaths on Sunday

Capital on Saturday, it said.

The number of daily CO-
VID-19 cases in Delhi during
the third wave of the pan-
demic peaked at 28,867 on
January 13 this year.

The city had recorded a
positivity rate of 30.6% on Ja-
nuary 14, the highest during
the third wave of COVID-19 in
the city.

The number of active CO-
VID-19 cases in Delhi in-
creased to 2,442 on Sunday
from 2,247 recorded a day
earlier, the bulletin stated.

Home isolation

As many as 1,613 patients are
under home isolation, up
from 1,360 as reported on Sa-
turday, the bulletin stated

said, adding that there are
180 containment zones in
the city.

The Health Department al-
so stated that the city has
9,587 beds for COVID-19 pa-
tients in various hospitals, of
which 100 were occupied.

Delhi had logged 655 CO-
VID-19 cases and two fatali-
ties on Friday, while the pos-

itivity rate was reported to be
3.11%.

The Capital is again re-
porting a positivity rate of ov-
er 4% after nearly a month.
On May 10, the city had re-
corded 1,118 cases and one
death, with a positivity rate
of 4.38 per cent. Since then
the positivity rate had gra-
dually decreased.

Area to be turned into a tourism hub

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Lieutenant-Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena and Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal visit-
ed the Asola Bhatti mines
forest area on Sunday and
directed officials to prepare
in 30 days a master plan to
develop the area into a
“world-class” eco-tourism
destination.

According to the state-
ment issued by Raj Niwas
the L-G and the Chief Minis-
ter were in agreement on
developing 14 existing pits
(four large and 10 small),
with a combined capacity to
hold more than 800 million
gallons of water, into reser-
voirs that would help re-
charge the city’s
groundwater.

Mr. Saxena had last
month visited the area and
directed officials to explore
the possibilities of develop-

ing the area as a tourism
hub. Following this he held
a meeting with Mr. Kejriwal
on the issue.

The statement from the
L-G’s office added that low-
lying inhabited areas out-
side the forest reserve wit-
nessed persistent waterlog-
ging. The larger drains
flowing right outside the for-
est area were also prone to
overflowing during the
monsoon, it was found.

The officials were direct-
ed to store the overflowing
water by constructing a
bund and to devise ways of
pressure-lifting the collect-
ed water to the pits of the
Bhatti mines area.

The eco-tourism compo-
nent of the master plan will
include provisions to create
butterfly trails, wildlife trails,
cycle tracks, walking tracks,
bird-watching spots and ro-
peways, among others.

HC to decide on plea for
FIR against BJP MPs today

Petition seeks FIRs for ‘hate speech’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Delhi High Court is like-
ly to pronounce today its
verdict on a plea seeking the
registration of an FIR
against Union Minister lead-
er Anurag Thakur and his
BJP colleague and Lok Sab-
ha MP Parvesh Verma, for
their alleged hate speeches
against anti-CAA protesters.
Justice Chandra Dhari
Singh had reserved his or-
der on March 25 on the peti-
tion by the CPI (M) leader
Brinda Karat, who had
sought an FIR against Mr.
Thakur and Mr. Verma, ar-
guing that a cognisable of-
fence was made out against
them.

‘Need prior sanction’

Ms. Karat had challenged an
August 26, 2020 order of a
trial court here which had
rejected her plea. The trial
court had in its order stated
that a prior sanction of the
Central government was re-
quired as per section 196 of
the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure (CrPC) at the stage of
ordering of registration of
FIRs, as both Mr. Thakur
and Mr. Verma were Mem-
bers of Parliament.

The CPI (M) leader had
sought registration of an FIR
against the two BJP leaders
under sections 153A (Pro-
moting enmity between dif-
ferent groups on grounds of
religion, race), 153B (impu-
tations, assertions prejudi-
cial to national integration),

295A (deliberate and mali-
cious acts, intended to out-
rage religious feelings) and
505 (statements conducing
to public mischief) of the In-
dian Penal Code.

Cognisable offence

Highlighting allegedly pro- ——

vocative statements deli-
vered by Mr. Thakur and Mr.
Verma against the anti-CAA
protesters at Shaheen Bagh,
Ms. Karat had claimed that a
cognisable offence was
made out against the two.

Ms. Karat had ap-
proached the trial court af-
ter her written complaints
to the Commissioner of Pol-
ice and the SHO, Parliament
Street police station, did not
elicit any response. Her plea
stated that the judicial re-
course had been barred by
the trial court without consi-
dering that the very State
that was “supportive” of
two leaders would also func-
tion as the Sanctioning
Authority.

Jail number 6 is helping women inmates fight trauma and prepare for a better future through vocational courses and counselling sessions

ARNABJIT SUR
SAMRIDHI TEWARI
NEW DELHI

Tihar’s jail number 6 is
home to over 400 women
prisoners who engage
themselves in running a
full-time kitchen and an
in-house beauty parlour
while also attending
tailoring and embroidery
classes. It has helped them
shed their apprehensions
and hope for a future in
which they can earn and
gain recognition using the
skills they are learning here.

Unlike the men’s section
of the jail, which often
grabs headlines for being a
hub of extortion rackets,
hit-jobs and frequent inmate
scuffles, jail number 6 has
an “environment of
sisterhood and harmony”
and has not witnessed any
major offence in the past
eight months, officers said.

An undertrial in a
kidnapping case, 37-year-old
Payal*, has been lodged in
Tihar for a year now.

“The tailoring classes
which taught me screen
printing to applique work
have kept me
occupied; otherwise, I
always kept worrying about

»

my 11-year-old son and
eight-year-old daughter who
now live with my cousin,”
Ms. Payal told The Hindu.

“The jail Superintendent
and the staff encourage me
to pursue tailoring
professionally in the future if
I am granted bail or
acquitted,” she added.

Maria*, 33, a Nigerian
under trial in a drugs related
case, said she stitches her
dresses and is passionate
about designing clothes not
just as a hobby but as a life
skill to help herself.

“I’ve been working on
women’s clothing for four
months and can now
differentiate between
fabrics, the sizes and the
different types of
womenswear,” said Maria,
who has been in jail since
last September.

For Mozambique’s
Gloria*, 30, painting classes
have helped her from
slipping into depression in
the last three years.

Swirling her brush over a
black and white painting of a
flower, Gloria said she is
hoping to be cleared of all
charges soon. When that
happens she plans to take
up a job and pursue painting

as a part-time profession.

Cooking for prisoners
Inside the full-time kitchen,
the inmates, mostly
convicts, cook three meals a
day for fellow male and
female prisoners.

“Their day starts at 6 a.m.
The women inmates receive
training before they become
full-time kitchen employees.
The food is also served to
the undertrials,” said Head

Matron Geeta.

Kiran, Deputy
Superintendent of the jail,
said that at the jail’s
in-house beauty parlour,
inmates are taught
everything from threading
and pedicure to skin care
treatment. “We have all
the equipment and
beauty accessories
available at the parlour,”
she added.

When the women

(Left) Women inmates busy
in tailoring work and
making pickles inside
Tihar's Jail number 6,
Superintendent Krishna
Sharma interacting with
subordinates at her office at
Tihar Jailin Delhi ssHiv
KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

prisoners are busy in their
daily activities, the

staff takes care of the
inmates’ 20 children in the
jail’s creche, where children
aged over three years are
imparted basic education.

Counselling prisoners
Speaking about the diligent
work of the women staff in
the jail, Sandeep Goel,
Director General (Prisons)
said, “The women staff is
working very dedicatedly.
They understand the

problem of women inmates
and are empathetic towards
them.

“The staff also takes a
keen interest in the
reformation and other
welfare activities for the
inmates. They also counsel
the inmates who require
counselling,” he added.

Many women prisoners
who are staying away from
their families and children
suffer from anxiety. They are
put through counselling
sessions for their mental
well-being.

Superintendent Krishna
Sharma, 49, who worked as
a Social Welfare Officer with
the Delhi government before
being posted here in
November last year, said,
“We have a lot of mothers
who have been separated
from their children. We
provide all the necessary
monetary assistance to such
mothers.”

‘Risk-prone job’

Jail 6 is looked after by

around 75 women staff,
most of who have faced their
fair share of challenges, both
personally and
professionally, on the jobs.
Heading an infamous jail

»

in the country’s capital is,
for 50-year-old Ms. Kiran, a
means of breaking the
proverbial glass ceiling.

“A job in a jail is always
frowned upon. But here it
doesn’t feel like we are
working among criminals.
Most prisoners here have
started life afresh and are
working hard to make their
stay productive... There are
hardly any complaints of
inmate violence now,” Ms.
Kiran added.

Deputy Superintendent
Raman Sharma, 56, who
joined as an Assistant
Superintendent at the jail 26
years ago, recalled how her
family supported her in
pursuing what people
considered a “risk-prone
job”.

“Even though minor
incidents and scuffles break
out once in a while, there is
a feeling of sisterhood. This
jail dispells many of the
preconceived notions of a
prison. It is an example of
how women inmates,
headed by a female staff,
can function
independently,” Ms. Raman
Sharma said.

(Names changed to
protect identity)
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Timings
DELHI
MONDAY, JUN. 13

RISE  05:24

RISE 18:17
TUESDAY, JUN. 14

RISE 05:24 SET 19:21

RISE 19:30 SET 04:50
WEDNESDAY, JUN. 15

RISE  05:24 SET 19:21

RISE  20:39 SET 05:50

SET 19:20
SET 03:59

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 44 33
Safdarjang 44 33
Palam 44 31

Delhi Palam Today

44°C Heat wave conditions to
prevail. Day will be very hot
and uneasy. Night will be
warm. Severe pollution level is
likely.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
44°C A dry weather to prevail.
Heat wave to continue. Day
will be very hot and uneasy
with dust raising winds. Night
will be warm.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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Artist's legacy: Mohammed Akhthar Siddiqui, father of the late Danish Siddiqui, photojournalist, inaugurating the International

Give us ED, even BJP will vote
for Shiv Sena, says Sanjay Raut

‘Central agencies misused to change outcome of Rajya Sabha election results’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

Attributing BJP leader Deven-
dra Fadnavis’s triumph in the
recently concluded Rajya
Sabha election in Maharash-
tra to political “horse-trad-
ing” and “interference by
Central agencies”, Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut on Sunday
said that if the ruling Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi (MVA) had control
of the Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) for just two days,
then even Mr. Fadnavis and
the BJP would have voted for
the Sena.

The BJP, led by Mr. Fadna-
vis, had rattled the tripartite
MVA (of the Shiv Sena, the Na-
tionalist Congress Party and
the Congress) by achieving a
surprise victory on the hotly-
contested sixth Rajya Sabha
seat in the State, which saw
the BJP’s Dhananjay Mahadik
narrowly beating the Sena’s
(MVA’s) candidate Sanjay Pa-
war by 41 votes to 39.

w AAN
Sena leader Sanjay Raut

Mr. Raut “named” no few-
er than six Independent
MLAs as being responsible for
the defeat of the Sena’s candi-
date, while accusing the BJP
at the Centre and the State of
“misusing Central agencies”
to change the outcome of the
results.

“There is no question of
our [the Sena] insulting any
Independent MLA. We have
merely expressed our feel-
ings... Even the Independents
and the BJP are aware of what
we are trying to say. If the

reins of the ED were given in
our [MVA’s] hands for two
days, even Devendra Fadna-
vis will vote for the Shiv Se-
na,” said Mr. Raut, speaking
in Mumbai.

Remarking that the MVA
was aware of everything that
the Maharashtra BJP leaders
were doing “in the middle of
the night”, the newly re-elect-
ed Sena MP said: “We know
how they [the Maharashtra
BJP] were calling the Union
Home Department and how
the Home Department’s
phones were going to the
Central Election Commis-
sion... We know how they
[the BJP] were planning to
make votes of MVA leaders to
be ‘invalided’.”

Mr. Raut’s remarks against
Independents has sparked
strong resentment among the
MLAs, who are expected to
queer the pitch for the MVA in
the upcoming polls to the
Maharashtra Legislative
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Press Photo Festival in Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday by unveiling a picture clicked by his son. The festival is being organised
by the Kerala Media Academy. =s.MAHINSHA

Hectic efforts on to save
boy stuck in borewell

Team of robot specialists reaches spot

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JANJGIR (CHHATTISGARH)

More than 45 hours after an
11-year-old boy fell into a
deep borewell in Chhattis-
garh’s Janjgir Champa dis-
trict, rescue teams were
making hectic efforts on
Sunday to save him, officials
said.

The boy is conscious,
they said, adding that a
team of robot specialists
from Gujarat has reached
the spot and efforts are be-
ing made to pull out the
child, who is stuck at a
depth of about 60 feet in the
abandoned borewell.

The boy, Rahul Sahu, fell
into the unused 80-feet-
deep borewell, located in
the backyard of his house in
Pihrid village in Malkharoda
development block around
2 pm on Friday while he was
playing there, officials said.

Army, NDRF present

The rescue teams, compris-
ing over 500 personnel, in-
cluding men of the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and the Army, have
been working tirelessly, us-
ing ultra-advance machines
and vehicles to evacuate the
child safely, they said.

Council on June 20, where
the Opposition BJP is said to
have a clear edge.,

Responding to Mr. Raut,
the BJP and the Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena asked how it
was possible that despite the
Sena’s claims of Uddhav
Thackeray being one of the
most popular Chief Ministers
in the country, the MVA go-
vernment’s own MLAs were
disgruntled with the Thacke-
ray government.

‘Poll code violated’
Accusing Mr. Raut of having
violated the code of conduct
by naming MLAs who had not
voted for the MVA, BJP leader
Kirit Somaiya demanded a
case be lodged against the Se-
na leader.

The BJP’s Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Council Pravin
Darekar, too, demanded a
complaint be lodged against
Mr. Raut for ‘insulting’ Inde-
pendent MLAs.

Three elderly devotees die
of heat at Bengal religious fair

CM Mamata Banerjee expresses grief at the loss of life

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA

Three elderly devotees, in-
cluding a couple, died while
several others fell ill due to
heat and humidity at an
“overcrowded” religious fair
in West Bengal’s North 24
Parganas district on Sunday,
officials said.

The incident occurred
during the ‘Doi-Chirey Mela’
at a temple of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna
Consciousness (ISKCON) on
the banks of river Hooghly in
Panihati.

A doctor attending to the
patients at a makeshift medi-
cal camp set up in a nearby
school said that the deaths
were due to excessive heat
and dehydration.

Dhrubajyoti Dey, Joint
Commissioner of Police, Bar-
rackpore Commissionerate,
said that three persons were
taken to a hospital after they
fell seriously ill owing to the
heat amid crowding. They

Court awards life term

. Extremist groups in the
. Northeast have been known
¢ to be the judge, jury and ex-
¢ ecutioner of their own
¢ members and those of their
¢ rivals.

A local court in Aruna-

¢ chal Pradesh may have set a
¢ precedent by sentencing to
¢ life four members of a fac-
i tion of the National Socialist
¢ Council of Nagaland (NSCN)
¢ for killing a member of a riv-
¢ al outfit more than five years
: ago.

On June 10, the district

¢ and sessions court in Aruna-
¢ chal Pradesh’s Tirap found
¢ four members of the NSCN
 (Khaplang) group guilty of
¢ gunning down Tailai Wang-
¢ pan, a member of the NSCN
: (Unification) in front of his
¢ wife.

Joint probe on into Moosewala
murder: Maharashtra Minister

‘Police teams from four-five States working on the case’

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE
Police teams from four-five
States are jointly working in
the murder case of rapper
and Congress leader Shubh-
deep Singh Sidhu, known as
Sidhu Moosewala, Maha-
rashtra Home Minister Dilip
Walse-Patil said on Sunday.

“I cannot publicly com-
ment on the ongoing inquiry
because it is a sensitive issue.
The Maharashtra Police and
the State Anti-Terrorism
Squad are monitoring it,”
said Mr. Walse-Patil.

On June 7, the Pune Police

arrested Siddhesh Kamble
known by his aliases ‘Maha-
kal’ and ‘Saurabh’, who is
one of the eight suspects
named by the Punjab Police
in the Moosewala killing. The
Delhi Police recently said
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi
was the mastermind behind
the murder while identifying
six shooters allegedly in-
volved in the killing.
Investigators had also re-
vealed that Kamble, said to
be a member of the Bishnoi
gang, knew that Moosewala
was going to be murdered
and was allegedly in touch

with gangster Vikram Brar a
week before the killing. Kam-
ble was picked up from San-
gamner near the Pune-Ah-
mednagar border in
connection with the murder
of another history-sheeter
Omkar Bankhele, which had
occurred in Pune’s Manchar
taluk last year.

Kamble is said to have
sheltered Santosh Jadhav —
the second suspect from
Maharashtra in the Moose-
wala murder — who is also
the prime accused in the
Bankhele case and is still ab-
sconding.

Study reveals child artists work for more than 12 hours a day

Child labour Act clearly mentions that no child shall be allowed to work for more than five hours in a day

SONAM SAIGAL
MUMBAI

A recent study reveals that a
child below the age of 15 in
the entertainment industry
in India, works for more than
12 hours a day and casting
agencies are violating The
Child and Adolescent Labour
(Prohibition and Regulation)
Act (CALPRA) that prohibits
engagement of children in all
occupations.

In 2019, India’s Media and
Entertainment industry was
valued at %1.67 trillion from
which children (up to 15
years of age) make up nearly
30% share of “impressions”,
which means that they ac-
count for a significant por-
tion of those consuming films
and television (regardless of
the platform), as per the Fed-
eration of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industries.

A study titled ‘Child Artists
in India’ by Child Rights and
You, a non governmental or-
ganisation that works to-
wards ensuring children’s
rights suggests that the over-
all number of child artists is
estimated to be between
6,059 and 12,334 based on
Media and Entertainment
Skills Council estimates for
2017 and Census of India 2011
respectively.

There are no precise statis-
tics available on the estimate
of child artists in the country,
a sample of seven casting
agencies that contained a to-
tal of 41,392 profiles of artists
online (across India), sug-
gested that 24.9% were classi-
fied as child actors (i.e., un-
der the age of 15).

There were nearly 3,752
profiles of female child ac-
tors listed on these casting

There are no precise
statistics on child artists in
the country =riLe PHOTO

agency portals, and 4,642
profiles of male child actors.
The portal search also sug-
gests that 8.7% of all male ac-
tors are child actors, and
15.7% of all female actors are
under the age of 18, the study
reveals.

While it is clearly men-
tioned in CALPRA, 1986, that
no child shall be allowed to
work for more than five
hours in a day, and for not
more than three hours with-
out rest. The study has found
that the work shift stretches
to 12-13 hours for six days a
week by production houses
because guardians often do

not interfere in  the
scheduling.
The provisions of CALPRA

also state, atleast 20% of the
income earned by the child
from the production or event
is to be directly deposited in
a fixed deposit account in a
nationalised bank in the
name of the child which may
be credited to her/him on at-
taining majority. However,
the study states the money is
being utilised completely on
the families. In cases where

the child artist is the sole
breadwinner of the family or
the family has come from
outside Mumbai, keeping
20% of the payment in a fixed
deposit is highly unlikely.

Education discontinued

Cine and TV Artistes’ Asso-
ciation (CINTAA), is governed
by an elected committee that
works on an honorary basis
and it has a register to main-
tain a log of complaints and
they have come across cases
where the parents have dis-
continued formal education
of child artists. Since educa-
tion is looked at as the means
to get employment in the fu-
ture, when child artists get
employment at a young age,
their parents feel that it is
their craft as an artist that
needs to be worked on rather
than their formal education.

to 4 NSCN members

They killed a member of a rival outfit

{ SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
: GUWAHATI

The four had barged into
the house in Tirap district’s :

Pumao village where Wang-

pan and his wife intended to

spend a night after attend-

ing alocal festival. His killing
was said to be an outcome of

inter-factional rivalry.

Identified by wife

During the trial, Wangpan’s

wife had identified three
members of the NSCN (K)

who had pumped a volley of

bullets into her husband.
They were self-styled se-
cond lieutenant

Wangthuak Wangsu.

The court also prescribed
life sentence for Bopa Wang-

now, the self-styled lieute-

nant colonel who had or- :
dered the hit on the NSCN :

(U) member.

Nahbi
Wangsu and self-styled priv- :
ates Palai Wangpan and

Mamata Banerjee. =FiLE PHOTO

were declared dead on arriv-
al there.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee ex-
pressed grief at the loss of
life in the fair.

“Distressed to know of 3
old devotees’ death due to
heat and humidity in Danda
Mahotsav at ISKCON temple
at Panihati. CP and DM have
rushed, all help being pro-
vided. My condolences to
the bereaved families, soli-
darity to devotees,” she
tweeted.

The festival, ‘Doi Chirey

Mela’, is celebrated at Pani-
hati every year on this day to
mark the arrival of Shri Chai-
tanyadev from Puri on the
way to his abode at
Nabadwip.

Senior West Bengal minis-
ter  Jyotipriyo = Mallick
claimed that 10 lakh devo-
tees gathered there this year
in place of the usual two lakh
people.

Mr. Mallick claimed that
high day temperature ac-
companied by humidity
caused distress among the
devotees, many of whom are
elderly.

ISKCON Kolkata Vice-Pre-
sident Radharaman Das said
that the Chief Minister called
him up, conveyed her con-
dolences, and assured him of
all help from the administra-
tion that might be needed.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Subhash Pal (70), his
wife Shukla Pal (60) and
their relative Chhaya Das
(74), Das said.

Prohibitory orders in
two districts of Assam

Protests over remarks by Nupur, Naveen

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GUWAHATI

Prohibitory order under
Section 144 of the CrPC has
been promulgated in Ca-
char and Karimgamj dis-
tricts of Assam and all pro-
cessions and rallies have
been banned in the two dis-
tricts, an official said.

Cachar district adminis-
tration on Sunday promul-
gated various restrictions
under Section 144 of the
CrPC, while neighbouring
Karimganj issued a similar
order on Friday.

Issuing the order, Cachar
Additional District Magis-
trate Dipak Jidung noted
that “mass rallies and prot-
ests are being organised in
various parts of the district
since last few days involving
huge gathering”.

He further stated that

some persons may indulge
in anti-social activities and
intimidate genuine public,
causing annoyance.

“There is apprehension
that this may lead to breach
of public peace and tran-
quility,” the ADM said.

Rallies banned

Karimganj Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate Rintu Chan-
dra Boro banned all proces-
sion, rally, dharna,
distribution of leaflets, ban-
ners and posters that may
breach public peace and
tranquillity.

Protests had erupted in
several parts of the country
over controversial remarks
made by suspended BJP
spokesperson Nupur Shar-
ma and expelled leader Na-
veen Jindal on Prophet
Mohammad.
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Anti-CM protests
buffet govt. in Kerala

Pinarayi attends functions under high security
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KSG ONLINE LEARNING (KOL)-AFC OPEN
Quality of Physical Classes with Convenience of Online

For Enquiry :- 882600 2521 / 882661 2521

DELHI NORTH
(VIJAY NAGAR)

9717 380 832

DELHI CENTRAL
(RAJENDER NAGAR)

9811 293 743

JAIPUR

(TONK ROAD)

8290 800 441

BHOPAL

(M.P. NAGAR)

7509 975 361

INDORE

(BHAWAR KUAN)

9893 772 941

BENGALURU
(KORAMANGALA)
7619 166 663

BENGALURU

(CHANDRA LAYOUT)

7619 136 662
www.ksgindia.com

IMPHAL WEST
(OFF CAMPUS CENTRE)

9650 245 599

(EXHIBITION ROAD)
7463 950 774

(SIROM TOLI CHOWK)
9939 982 007

ORIENTATION LECTURE:10 JUNE (5 PM)

(Collect Free Book on Introduction to Sociology
and the detailed Book List)

FOUNDATION COURSE (MAINS 2023)

Starts on 15 June; 2 Demo Classes; Seats: 50
(Discount for SC/ST/OBC/EWS Candidates)

TEST SERIES (MAINS 2022; Online / Offline)
Starts on 26 June; Seats: 50

POSTAL COURSE (June 2022 Edition)
:‘;’( Aditya Mongra

26/3, Basement, Near Madonna Hotel, Opp. Unacademy Outlet,
Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-60. Contact: 9999663160, Email: adityadse@gmail.com
Website: www.sociologybyadityamongra.com Facehook Page: Sociology By Aditya Mongra

PAVAN KUMAR’S |AS

( (An Academy of General Studies & Public Administration)

"I immensely benefitted from
Pavan Sir's classes, discussions
& guidance in my Civil Services
Examination preparation for
both General Studies
and Public Administration.”’

Pradeep Singh (AIR-01, CSE 2019-20)

Public Administration
Lisiind Starts: 14" June JofruNe |

SPECIAL FEATURES

* Limited Seats * Doubt clearing sessions
* Conceptual clarity ¢ Updated study material
* Regular tests * Focus on current affairs

Test Series Mains 2022

General Studies ’ Ethics

Starts: 18" June

Public Administration
Starts:12" June Jf OFFLINE |

* Relevant questions e Interaction with Pavan Sir
* Indepth discussions * Model answers
* Video backup * Additional study material

© 8447532310 | 8447412868

11A/22, 2™ Floor, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-60

cM

EDUCATIONAL

EDUCATIONAL

y SosinClasses

ANTHROPOLOGY OPTIONAL COURSE

India's Best Faculty for Anthropology Mrs. Sosin Revella,
Incorporation of THOUGHT in all areas of syllabus,
Special focus on Physical anthropology & Archeology.

Tests with latest questions and UPSC oriented evaluation. |

Offline Batch on 22" June 2022
Online Batch on 29* June 2022

ANTHRO TEST SERIES| GS 'TES'T sEmEs

FROM
2% July 2022 3 July‘_2Qg2_ §

"+91 90000 36699 / 99899 66744

. Infoasosinclasses.com  www.sosinclasses.com

ECONOMICS OPTIONAL

Ravindra N. Jha
CSE - 2021 RESULT

ANNA SINHA
AIR-112

bod

NEHA BYADWAL

AIR - 260

KESHAV GUPTA

AIR - 439

ROHAN KADAM

AIR- 295

AIR - 664 AIR - 684

T /L \CAREERWILL IAS ..
2 o 1 CAREERWILL APP
STt \\cmsxﬂai‘ LIVE BATCH (ONLINE)
SCAN QR CODE ™

Learn Live with India's best educators

GS FOUNDATION (2023-24)
(ENGLISH MEDIUM)

BATCH STARTS JOIN LIVE WEBINAR

16" JUNE 15" JUNE @5:30PM
FEE - 1,146,999/~  COURSE VALIDITY COURSE DURATION
319,990/ 24 MONTH 18 MONTH

ETHICS, INTEGRITY & APTITUDE

RAJEEV CHAUHAN SIRJ 21 I“NE
The only Teacher in India having 6:30 PM

distinction of writing ethics mains paper|

FEE - 3267999/ *5,999/-

GEOGRAPHY OPTIONAL

(ENGLISH MEDIUM) 14 I“NE
MANOJ PATHAK SIRJ m—m

EXPERT FACULTY

FEE - ¥45;999/— ¥ 29,999/-

WE DON'T JUST CLAIM TO BE THE BEST, WE INDEED ARE, ATTEND
TWO FREE CLASSES AND DECIDE FOR YOURSELF

9310998566

Call us : 9310934121,

3 | ©ENSURE ias §

By an IRS Officer of 2016

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
GS, ESSAY, ETHICS

Master The Easiest & Shortest Optional By Topper Himself.
SACHIN JAIN, IRS-2016 Will Himself Teach
From His Own Notes.

Our 25+ Toppers Ranks 43, 44, 52, 85, 93...
©7900-44-7900 23B, 2" Floor, Karol Bagh,

Metro Pillar-115, Pusa Road, Delhi

= EMPOWER 1AS B

ANKIT JAIN, IPS
PUBAD MARKS-309

APOORVA, IAS
PUBAD MARKS-279

8470940655
9643777673

GS MAINS TEST SERIES

14 Test

@8 Sectlonal @4 Comprehensive [~EPYTA

CIOLOGY TEST SERIES

23 Test @13 sectional @10 Comprehensive GEREEA

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION TEST SERIES

10 Test @ 8 Sectional @2 Comprehensive
50% Discount for 2022 Mains Students

53/6, Second Floor, Bada Bazar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-60
www.empowerias.com

Crack 67th/68th BPSC by Expert @ [r] 1
Cheapest Cost Pre/mains/Bihar Spl. §0] |41
Call-7520332207.

[E EMPOWER IAS A

PHILOSOPHY | . -
Test Series 0 ro:. s pnking ki
6y Dr. Atul Senger AT (P

STARTING WITH
FREE ORIENTATION CLASS [§ >t4I'5 011 16 ;

on 21 June @ 3pm At 01:00 PM to 02:30 F
2 Demo Classes Free
« 8 Topic wise Test 9290291082, 6802203588
« 2 Comprehensive Test

Only 50-60 students will be admitted
because copy will be checked

by faculty not by any assistant and

personal guidance will be provided

FIRST COME FIRST SERVE BASIS
Fee Rs. 6000/- Only
© 011-49409261, 8989160877

53/6 2" Bada Bazar Road,
Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi - 60

3%, 4:3 MEIRY Tp), BT Hoh
FREE OPEN SESSION
15th June 2022
05: 00 PM

{Kannada L|terature}

Venue: PASSION IAS ACADEMY
#51/34.Near Shani Temple, ORN, New Delhi-60
88602 41865, 96200 74521

K »

REGULAR OFFLINE / ONLINE CLASSES | SEPARATE BATCHES FOR OPTIONAL & GS PAPER -1 MODULE | SEATS ARE LIMITED"

CLASSES
COMMENCE

13, OLD RAJINDER NAGAR
NEW DELHI - 110060

! 45090051 918333201

SUPEB 151

IAS FOUNDATION

[1 YEAR |2 YEARS | 3 YEARS]

OPTIONI

(Most Innovative & Safest)

T

PT + MAINS
(Foundation / Before PT)

MOTIVATIONAL
4= SEMINAR

8Y R. BHUSHAN
for Political Parties
School | College | Private
& Govt. Organisation |
TV CHANNELS

sl NATION BUILDING MISSION

FOR EACH SEMINAR 20%
WOULD BEDONATED T0 PMNFR

+91- 9868648832 | 8595718321
WWW. asglas in

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Confrontational political protests de-
manding Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan’s resignation buffeted the
Left Democratic Front (LDF) govern-
ment on Sunday.

The protracted and bitter furore
over Mr. Vijayan’s alleged misuse of
the UAE consulate’s diplomatic chan-
nel for ‘smuggling contraband metal
and tranches of foreign currency’
during the previous administration
spurred the Congress and the BJP
workers to attempt to waylay him on
his way to attend public functions in
Malappuram and Kozhikode.

A cavalcade of police vehicles
whisked Mr. Vijayan to the venues co-
cooned in several layers of VIP secur-
ity. Along the route, Congress, BJP
and Indian Union Muslim League
(IUML) workers greeted his motor-
cade with black flags and jeers.

At Tavanoor in Malappuram, fren-
zied anti-government demonstrators
scaled police barricades. They at-
tempted to overrun the phalanx of
law enforcers in anti-riot gear.

Television news channels magni-
fied the protests with real-time cover-
age. They also broadcast footage of
the police stopping vehicles, barri-
cading main thoroughfares, imposing

TO ADVERTISE

B
g,

The police dispersing Muslim Youth
League and Youth Congress activists
on Sunday. =SAKEER HUSSAIN

traffic restrictions ‘without notice’,
and forcing families to take detours to
their homes.

A few channels showed the police
ordering passers-by to remove black
masks and supplant them with co-
loured ones provided by the govern-
ment. The ‘clampdown’ on black
prompted Opposition workers to
adopt the colour as a symbol of their
resistance to the government. They
waved black flags as they braved wa-
ter cannons, toppled iron barricades,
and skirmished with the police in
North Kerala.

CPI(M)s stance

CPI(M) weighed in with support for
Mr. Vijayan. Polit Bureau member
Prakash Karat perceived a Congress-
BJP axis to target Mr. Vijayan by am-
plifying non-issues with no conse-
quence.

Opposition
- seeks answers
~ from Pinarayi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI/THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan
should clarify why the pol-
ice have not even interro-
gated a former pressper-
son who had raised serious
allegations against him and
the State secretary of the
CPI(M), Leader of the Op-
position V.D. Satheesan has
demanded.

Mr. Satheesan said the
government should ex-
plain why the Director of
the Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau had spo-
ken to the former pressper-
son and sent him as the
‘emissary’ to the accused
in the gold smuggling case.

“Why was the CM afraid
of the allegations if his
hands were clean,” he
asked.

Mr. Satheesan also criti-
cised him for the ‘trouble’
the Chief Minister’s securi-
ty cover had given to the
people of the State.

Kerala PCC president K.
Sudhakaran too said the
LDF had a secret deal with
the BJP to sabotage the in-
vestigation into the UAE di-
plomatic channel gold
smuggling case.

Groundwater contaminated with
fluoride, iron, coliform in Odisha

STAFF REPORTER The board has monitored the

PLEASE CONTACT
Mr. N SELVA KUMAR

PH: 9820350726

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in

THE 2 HINDU

India’s National Newspaper

BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha State Pollution Control
Board (OSPCB) has found contamina-
tion in groundwater at different places
which is beyond the permissible level
for consumption

“Comparison of the groundwater
quality with the drinking water speci-
fications reveals that parameters like
pH, nitrate, fluoride, iron, total coli-
form and faecal coliform at some qual-
ity monitoring stations do not con-
form to the prescribed limits,” says

groundwater quality at 91 locations
during April and October 2021. Of
these, 47 stations were not confirming
to the quality parameters.

The groundwater is acidic beyond
permissible level at Khandagiri, Kalpa-
na-Laxmisagar area, Samantarapur,
Chandrasekharpur, Capital Hospital
area and Governor House. Iron con-
tent was also found to be high at Khan-
dagiri, Kalpana-Laxmisagar area, Cap-
ital Hospital area. Fluoride was found
in groundwater at Nuapada, Naya-

the OSPCB report.

garh, Angul and Balsore districts.
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LAW INSTITUTE

““Law is nothing
but common sense
and logic 5y
Alok Kr. Ranjan
Headmaster

IAS LAW (Online)

19uune, 22| 3 July, 22

8800662140
o oo
Couwne
18uy,22 | 184uy, 22

8800660301
JUDICIARY WEEKEND
[ ONUNE [ OFFLINE

104uy,22 | 10y, 2

8800660301
CLAT/LL.B. (OFFLINE/ONLINE)

25une, 22 25 June, 22

8800660380
Interview Guidance Programme

Rajasthan Judiciary
book your slot @ 9312548656

Toll Free: 1800 12000 2001
90O Ambition Law Institute
B-10, 1st Floor, Opposite Meerut Sweels
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi - 110009

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to general
public that my client Smt. Namrata
Devi Kohli, d/o Late Smt. Krishna Devi
Bhutani, w/o Late Sh. Dev Kumar
Kohli, r/o A-31, Kallumal Estate, Opp.
Juhu Post Office, A.B. Nair Road,
Juhu, Mumbai-400049, is having a
1/4th share in the Property bearing H.
No. F-47, Kirti Nagar, New Delhi-
110015, for which there is a Civil Suit
no. 609989/2016 pending adjudication
in the Court of Sh. Vinod Kumar
Gautam, Ld. ADJ, Distt. West, Tis
Hazari Courts, Delhi. It has come to
the knowledge of my client that the
Defendants in the said Suit and a few
unscrupulous elements in the vicinity
are claiming possession & ownership
of the said property on the basis of
some illegal set of documents and are
constructing the said property
unabatedly, without permission of the
Hon'ble Court, and are dealing with the
same by using unlawful &
unauthorized means to the detriment
of my client's rights and interests. My
client is pursuing her legal remedies
for the same. Any person(s) found
dealing with such persons is hereby

(09:00 to 11:00AM)
ONLY AT MUKHERJEE NAGAR

15June
&I ureav

r{_JOIN OFFLINE/ONLINE }}

HINDI MEDIUM _j—emy WEBINAR

(08:30 to 11:00AM)
ONLY AT
MUKHERJEE NAGAR

(02:30 to 05:30PM)

EXCLUSIVELY AT NEXT IAS

OFFLINE/ONLINE BATCHES START FROM
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ANSWER

strictly advised & cautioned to desist
from dealing in the said property as the
same may invite harsh legal
consequences for them in case the
share of my client in the said property
is disturbed in any manner and my
client shall not be held liable or
responsible for any such legal action
that is meant to protect her rightful
share in the said property

SANDEEP VISHNU (ADVOCATE)

ERL NO. D/2954/09
M: 9810394594/9818038564

Ch. No. 248, G.F., Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

WRITING

ty Amit Jain Sir

01141008973 | -91 8800141518

OPTIONAL

by Divakar Sir

@9435800907
9990788811

www.divakaracademy.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

E2/12, DLF Phase-l, Gurugram,
Haryana-122002.
For and on behalf of our Client, Sh.
Karan Mehra, S/o0 Sh. Brij Mehra, R/o
28, Akashneem Marg, DLF Phase I,
Gurugram, Haryana-122 002, and
as per his specific instructions, this
notice is to the (i.) the public at large
and (ii.) to those it may concern.
That our above-named Client has
entered into an Agreement to Sell
dated 20.04.2021 with Smt. Ashu
Wadhwa, W/o Sh. Anil Wadhwa
through her GPA Holder, Sh. Anil
Wadhwa, for purchasing the
property bearing No. E2/12, DLF
Phase-l, Gurugram, Haryana-
122002. That the Agreement to Sell
dated 20.04.2021 is valid and
subsisting and our Client has already
paid substantial amounts towards
the sale consideration of the said
Property. Therefore, by this notice,
the above-named people, from (i.) to
(ii.) are hereby informed that if any
person deals with Smt. Ashu
Wadhwa and/or Sh. Anil Wadhwa,
their associates and/or any other
person(s) in respect to the above
mentioned Property in any manner,
whatsoever, then such person shall
do so at his/her own risk.
SONAL ANAND (D-1704/15) AND ARYUSH SAI
Advocates & Solicitors
0ff.: 11/11, West Patel Nagar, New Delhi-110 008
Mob: 9711188808, Office: 011-41103459

Email: aayush@asa-partners.com

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
Itis hereby informed that in the account of M/S
Marketing Times Automobiles Pvt. Ltd. The
Liquidator has taken possession of the
property at 42/2 Block E, Okhla Industrial
Area, Phase 2, New Delhi 110020 in
IA/2173/ND/2022 In 1B1293//ND/2018 on 8th
May 2022. Itis in this connection informed that
the concerned persons who have left certain
document and broken furniture items in the
said premises are advised tp take peaceful
possession of the same. Some of them were
taken over yesterday by the concerned
persons. Still some more have been left there.
Though the security has been provided in the
concerned premises, if any item gets
misplaced, the liquidator is not responsible and
it is the full responsibility of the concerned
persons. It may be noted that the building on
the said address is an unfinished one and a few
floors kept unattended and left unsafe in the
openspace inall directions.
SUBRAMANIAN NATARAJAN
Liquidator, Marketing times Automobiles
Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi 110019
IBBI Registration No. IBBI/IPA-002/IP-
N00695/2018-19/12317
Cell: 7503562701, Email: subrairp@gmail.com

PERSONAL
CHANGE OF NAME

I, KIRAN Muralidhar Dash W/O Kiran
Brahma born on 19.12.1991 residing
at 2nd Floor, D-55, GK2 Encl, New
Delhi-48 have changed my name to
Siya Kiran Brahma vide affidavit
dated 11.06.2022 at New Delhi

BUSINESS OFFER

Are you Need Business Loan 2 Crore
to 100 Crore & Above Ct:7448738835

»

|

®°

VISIONIAS

INSPIRING INNOVATION
www.visionias.in

India’s leading organization
based in Delhi invites
passionate individuals for
the role of

CONTENT
DEVELOPER

Gﬁrs
*English Medium
« = em

*English-Hindi
Translator

(prior experience)

Skills Desired :

v’ Comfortable in translation
(English to Hindi)

v Work Experience (at least
1 year)

v’ Have written Civil Services
(Main) examination

Send your updated resume to

recruitment@visionias.in

LEGAL NOTICE

In the Il Additional Family Court at Chennai
H.M.O.P. No0.3038 of 2020

Jaswinder Pal Singh Bhasin

S/o. Gajender Singh Bhasin

Flat No.602, 6th Floor, "B" Block

Ethiraj Salai, Egmore,

Chennai - 600 008. -- Petitioner/Plaintiff

Vs

Dilraj Kaur Bhasin

W/o.Jaswinder Pal Singh Bhasin

No.C/5, 3rd Floor, Lajpat Nagar,

New Delhi-110 024. -- Respondent/Defendant

To

Dilraj Kaur Bhasin

W/o.Jaswinder Pal Singh Bhasin

No.C/5, 3rd Floor, Lajpat Nagar,

New Delhi-110 024. -- Respondent/Defendant

That in the above Hindu Matrimonial Original

Petition filed by the Petitioner/ Plaintiff to

dissolve his marriage with (you) the

Respondent/ Defendant, and the matter

came up for hearing on 20.05.2022. After

hearing the petition the Hon'ble Family Court

was pleased to order publication to you

returnable by 21.06.2022. Kindly take notice

and appear before the Il Addl. Family Court,

Chennaion 21.06.2022 at 10.30 A.M. without

any default, failing which the matter will be

heard and decided in your absence.

Jaswinder Pal Singh Bhasin

Petitioner/Plaintiff
(Party-in-Person)

M ND-NDE
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False equivalence

Omnibus prosecution of offensive remarks
will make original offence hard to prosecute

he investigation by the Delhi Police against 30 pe-
ople for remarks allegedly hurting religious senti-

ments is an unnecessary attempt to create an ar-
tificial balance between the specific instance of
controversial views being expressed recently on the
Prophet and the unrelated opinions expressed online
by others in recent times. The BJP has acted against its
spokesperson Nupur Sharma and Delhi media unit
head Naveen Jindal following global outrage among
Muslims over their remarks on Islam. There is little
doubt that their remarks came as part of a long-running
trend among BJP functionaries and several Hindu or-
ganisations to vilify minorities, especially Muslims, and
few would question any lawful action against them. The
Delhi Police have chosen to register FIRs against Mr. Jin-
dal and Ms. Sharma, but also added 30 other social me-
dia users. There may be a justification for the registra-
tion of a case against anyone if there appears to be a
deliberate attempt to outrage religious feelings or incit-
ing ill-will. However, registering an omnibus FIR that
covers priest Yati Narsinghanand, journalist Saba Nag-
vi, AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi, and Hindu Mahasab-
ha activist Pooja Shakun Pandey, and others at one go
defies logic. The police believe that many others cutting
across religions had created animosity and spread in-
flammatory misinformation. This may be true in some
instances, but clubbing of several such instances, in-
stead of investigating and prosecuting them separately,
gives the impression that these emanate from a general
culture of hate and intolerance, and an endless cycle of
tit-for-tat religious insults. Actually, some of these could
be wilful transgressions of the law aimed at creating dis-
harmony and inciting violence for political purposes.
Mr. Owaisi has questioned the registration of a case
against him, maintaining that the Delhi Police are dis-
playing ‘both-sidesism’ due to their fear of prosecuting
the former BJP functionaries in isolation. Pursuing all
these remarks in a single probe and trial would mean
that material must be gathered from various social me-
dia platforms against all of them — leading to a pro-
longed trial. The tactic of putting a ‘part-of-a-larger-
plot’ spin on specific offences is not new. The Bhima Ko-
regaon case was transmogrified into a purported
conspiracy to foment a Maoist insurrection; in the after-
math of the East Delhi riots, communal violence was
linked with the Citizenship (Amendment) Act protests.
If the idea was to open up the larger field of political dis-
sent in those cases, the strategy now seems to be to
drag those who made vocal responses into the criminal
ambit so that the original offence appears diluted and
becomes difficult to prosecute. Investigative agencies
should pursue legal action against individuals in a pro-
portionate manner and not through omnibus prosecu-
tions just to give an impression of being ‘balanced’.

Threat to democracy

The report of the House panel on Capitol riots
might be toothless, but is a setback for Trump

r I \he bipartisan Congressional committee looking

into the deadly January 6, 2021, attack by a mob
on the very seat of the Houses of the U.S. Con-
gress has painted a clear picture of the attempt by form-
er President Donald Trump and his allies to overturn
the results of the 2020 presidential election, even if that
meant he might damage the U.S. government and pur-
posefully instigate violence to cling on to power, creat-
ing “a moment of maximum danger” for the founda-
tions of American democracy. At the first public
hearing by the House of Representatives committee, its
chairman and vice chairwoman played multiple videos
of Mr. Trump’s Attorney General, William Barr; and his
daughter Ivanka Trump, among others, making state-
ments on camera that pointed towards Mr. Trump’s
role in fuelling the violence that day. The hearings
made clear that Mr. Trump was responsible for several
such critical acts of commission and omission, includ-
ing ignoring intelligence reports that had been passed
on to the White House beforehand that the protests
could turn violent. Critically, Mr. Trump refused to in-
tervene, for example by deploying the National Guard,
as the rioting got out of control and far-right groups
such as the Proud Boys, unleashed organised violence
after a rally near the Capitol, resulting in some deaths,
defacement of public property and an unprecedented
security threat to members of Congress in the building.
The January 6 assault came directly on the heels of
one of the most vicious election campaigns, waged by
Mr. Trump and his Republican acolytes. It not only saw
them denigrating minorities, women and the U.S.’s in-
volvement in multilateral and regional organisations
but also led to a targeted misinformation campaign
against the poll results over the fact that ballot votes
and runoff elections in some U.S. States impacted the fi-
nal outcome of a win for President Joe Biden. The work
of the House committee looking into the Capitol attack
might be politically consequential, for it is a reminder
of the extreme lengths to which Mr. Trump and his sup-
porters will go to undermine the rule of law to stay in
power. Yet it is ultimately toothless, because it has no
constitutional path that leads to debarring him from
standing for election again in 2024, an outcome that is
looking increasingly likely given his persisting popular-
ity and the absence of any other strong potential Repu-
blican presidential nominee. Having survived two im-
peachment attempts, and with a legal question mark
hanging over the prospect of using the 14th Amend-
ment to ban him from public office for his role in an in-
surrection against the U.S. government, Mr. Trump
looks well-placed to run for the White House and res-
ume his antagonistic politics, should he choose to.

Musings on Indic civilisation’ and Indianness

India’s civilisational heritage must be treated as a matter of prlde — as one that unites every Indian

SHASHI THAROOR

ture of Indian nationhood for at

least the last four decades, ever
since a distinguished foreigner
said to me: ‘You Indians have al-
lowed yourself to forget that there
is such a thing as Indic civilization.
And we are its last outpost.

The words were spoken to me
in 1982, when I headed the United
Nations office in Singapore, by the
Khmer nationalist politician and
one-time Prime Minister, Son
Sann, lamenting India’s support
for Vietnam in its conquest of
Cambodia in 1979. To Son Sann, a
venerable figure then already in
his late seventies, Cambodia was
an ‘Indic civilization’ being over-
run by the forces of a Sinic state,
and he was bewildered that India,
the fount of his country’s heritage,
should sympathise with a people
as distinctly un-Indian as the Viet-
namese. Given that Vietnam’s in-
vasion had put an end to the
blood-soaked terror of the rule of
the Khmer Rouge, I was more in-
clined to see the choice politically
than in terms of civilisational her-
itage. But Son Sann’s words stayed
with me.

Ihave been musing about the na-

The long reach of culture

They came back to mind during a
visit to Angkor Wat, perhaps the
greatest Hindu temple ever built
anywhere in the world — and in
Cambodia, not in India. To walk
past those exquisite sculptures re-
counting tales from the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata, to have my
Cambodian guide tell me about
the significance of the symbols
protecting the shrine — the naga,
the simha, and the garuda, corres-
ponding, he said earnestly, to to-
day’s navy, army, and air force —
and to marvel at the epic scale of a
Hindu temple as impressive as the

finest cathedral or mosque anywh-
ere in the world, was also to mar-
vel at the extraordinary reach of a
major strand of our culture
beyond our own shores. Hinduism
was brought to Cambodia by mer-
chants and travellers more than a
millennium ago. It has long since
disappeared, supplanted by Budd-
hism, also an Indian export. But at
its peak, Hinduism profoundly in-
fluenced the culture, music,
dance, and mythology of the Cam-
bodian people. My Cambodian
guide at Bayon, a few minutes’
drive from Angkor Wat, spoke
with admiration of a sensibility
which, in the 16th century, saw
Hindus and Buddhists worship
side by side in adjoining shrines
within the same temple complex.
That seems inconceivable today in
India, where contestations over
places of worship have been re-
duced to winner-takes-all.

Last outpost standing

Perhaps Son Sann was right, and
Cambodia is indeed the last out-
post of Indic civilisation in a world
increasingly Sinified. But what ex-
actly does that mean? At a time
when the north of India was reel-
ing under waves of conquest and
cultural stagnation, our forefath-
ers in the South and East were ex-
porting aspects of Indianness to
Southeast Asia. It was an anony-
mous task, carried out not, for the
most part, by warriors blazing
across the land bearing swords of
conquest, but by individuals who
had come in peace, to trade, to
teach, and to persuade. Their im-
pact was profound. To this day,
the kings of Thailand are crowned
in the presence of Brahmin
priests; the Muslims of Java still
bear Sanskritised names, despite
their conversion to Islam, a faith
whose adherents normally bear
names originating in Arabia; Garu-
da is Indonesia’s national airline,
and Ramayana its best-selling
brand of clove cigars; even the Phi-
lippines has produced a pop-
dance ballet about Rama’s quest
for his kidnapped queen. Many
Southeast Asian countries also
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mirror the idea of a ‘sacred geogra-
phy’: the old Thai kingdom of Ay-
utthaya derived its name from the
Indian Ayodhya, and places in
Thailand are associated with
events in the Ramayana epic, such
as a hill where Hanuman was sent
to find the Sanjeevani. Since 1782,
Thai kings are still named Rama in
continuation of the Ramayana tra-
dition; the current monarch, Vaji-
ralongkorn, is styled Rama X. (The
Javanese city of Yogyakarta in In-
donesia is also a transliteration of
Ayodhya).

Ideas that are inadequate
Indeed the pioneering French In-
dologist, Sylvain Lévi, spoke and
wrote of ‘le monde Indien’ or ‘grea-
ter India’, a concept echoed in the
American Sanskrit scholar, Shel-
don Pollock’s ‘the Sanskrit cosmo-
polis’. Both terms refer to coun-
tries whose cultures were Indic in
the sense of having been strongly
influenced by Sanskrit language
and literature. For such scholars,
the geographical idea of India (the
subcontinent bordered by the Ara-
bian Sea, the Bay of Bengal, and
the Himalayan mountains) and the
geopolitical idea of India (today
the Republic of India; at its biggest
extent, the British Raj as it was in
1914, or more pragmatically, the
British India of 1947) are inadeq-
uate—for the civilisational idea of
India is much broader.

In a perverse way, it is also nar-
rower, for Indic civilisation was of-
ten not as well-entrenched in
some parts of today’s Republic of

India as it was in countries that
were not, for long, part of any In-
dian polity, such as Myanmar,
Thailand, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Ja-
va, Bali, or Sumatra. These coun-
tries, at least during large parts of
the first millennium CE, were ‘cul-
turally as much Indian as Andhra
Pradesh or Bangladesh during that
very period’, argues the French In-
dologist, Gérard Fussman. ‘In
these countries, non-Sanskritic
languages were spoken and local
gods were worshipped. But the
language of culture and politics
was Sanskrit as in India proper, or
Pali; the upper strata’s cults were
Hindu or Buddhist, as in India
proper; artists and architects fol-
lowed the precepts of Sanskrit
technical treatises.’

But contemporary international
politics has rendered all this much
less significant than the modern
indices of strategic thinking, eco-
nomic interests, and geopolitical
affinities. India is far less impor-
tant to the countries that still bear
such ‘Indic’ influence than, say,
China, whose significance is con-
temporary, rather than
civilisational.

The idea of India and beyond

Should we care, and what, if
anything, does this have to do with
the idea of India? Of course, we
should care: no great civilisation
can afford to be indifferent to the
way in which it is perceived by oth-
ers. But what, today, is Indic civili-
sation? Some have argued that In-
dia is a “civilization-state” rather
than a “nation-state”, but they an-
chor the idea of Indian civilisation
solely in the Hindu dharma, with
no regard for the multiple non-
Hindu influences that have un-
doubtedly helped shape contem-
porary Indian civilisation. The
Huntington idea that the principal
fault lines in the world would be
between civilisations rather than
ideologies — over identity rather
than ideas — appeals to votaries of
the Hindutva movement, who see
Hindu civilisation as the defining
characteristic of the Indian nation.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee had stated

bluntly: “For me, Hindu Nation
and Indian Nation are synonyms.”
But this is a highly contestable pro-
position. Can we afford to anchor
ourselves in a purely atavistic view
of ourselves, hailing the religious
and cultural heritage of our fore-
bears without recognising the ex-
tent to which we ourselves have
changed?

A hybrid

The examples I have cited are, af-
ter all, all from the Hindu tradi-
tion. But is not Indian civilisation
today an evolved hybrid that
draws as much from the influence
of Islam, Buddhism, Christianity,
and Sikhism, not to mention two
centuries of British colonial rule?
Can we speak of Indian culture to-
day without gawwali, the poetry of
Ghalib, or for that matter the game
of cricket, our de facto national
sport? When an Indian dons a ‘na-
tional dress’ for a formal event, he
wears a variant of the sherwani,
which did not exist before the
Muslim invasions of India.

When Indian Hindus voted a
few years ago, in a cynical and
contrived competition on the In-
ternet, to select the ‘new seven
wonders’ of the modern world,
they voted for the Taj Mahal con-
structed by a Mughal king, not for
Angkor Wat, the most magnificent
architectural product of their reli-
gion. So, does not Indianness to-
day — composed of elements in-
fluenced by various civilisations
that have made their homes on In-
dian soil — subsume the classical
Indic civilisation that Son Sann
was referring to? It does, and we
are all much better for it. Let us
treat our civilisational heritage as a
matter of pride, and not of paro-
chialism; as a heritage that unites,
rather than divides one Indian
from another.

Shashi Tharoor is the Member of
Parliament (Congress) for
Thiruvananthapuram and the Sahitya
Akademi award-winning author of 23
books, including a study of nationalism
globally and in India, ‘The Battle of
Belonging’, 2021

Survivor Boris needs more than Johnson’s band-aid

The British Prime Minister is relying on populism to pull him through but political challenges loom large

PRIYANJALI MALIK

oris Johnson may have sur-
B vived the vote of confidence

called by his backbenchers
on June 6, but his problems are far
from over. The ballot revealed that
two in five of his parliamentary
colleagues voted against him, and
though Conservative Party rules
currently do not allow for another
challenge within 12 months, there
has been talk of amending this
procedure. After the vote, Mr.
Johnson spoke of ‘rebooting’ his
premiership. But the disillusion-
ment of the electorate, and the an-
ger of his own party, including
those backbenchers whose votes
he needs to pass any legislation,
still remain.

Self-created problems

Mr. Johnson’s problems are almost
entirely of his own making. He has
been investigated for — and found
guilty of — having broken the strict
COVID-19 regulations he she-
pherded through. There is disgust
that while ordinary people locked
themselves away, Downing Street
seemed awash in a series of alco-
hol-fuelled parties. Mr. Johnson
was pictured at several, but clever
legal responses to a police ques-
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tionnaire on these gatherings
meant that he was fined for only
one — a celebration of his birthday,
for which his Chancellor, Rishi Su-
nak, was also fined. The Metropol-
itan Police issued 126 fines to 83
people for 12 lockdown violations
at No. 10 — including gatherings
that Mr. Johnson attended. Rally-
ing support before the confidence
vote, Mr. Johnson replied to a
backbencher’s query on the par-
ties with ‘I'd do it again’. Bravado
or hubris? It is difficult to tell, but
what is clear is that for Boris John-
son, rules apply to the little peo-
ple.

For some in his party, this ‘cul-
ture of casual law-breaking’ is the
final straw. A former junior Minis-
ter, Jesse Norman, publicly called
out the Prime Minister’s disregard
for the rules and agreements he
has made, warning that he is wea-
kening his party and the country
in the process. Mr. Johnson is also
causing disquiet by the personali-
ty traits that have served him polit-
ically so well until now: bluster
and a keen populist antenna; a re-
fusal to be bound by commit-
ments; and a willingness to tear up
the rule book.

The unspoken rule book laid
down the expectation that Mr.
Johnson would resign when he
was fined for breaking the law. Mr.
Johnson refused. Instead, he
changed the Ministerial Code so
that ‘minor’ breaches would not
automatically become a resigna-
tion matter. One of Britain’s most
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respected contemporary histor-

ians, Lord Hennessy, has de-
scribed this as ‘a bonfire of decen-
cies’ and a challenge to a system of
government and governance that,
starting with the Constitution, re-
lies heavily on unwritten
convention.

Plans and likely hurdles

Seemingly to distract, Mr. Johnson
is pushing ahead with a number of
plans of doubtful legality. The first
is his threat to tear up the North-
ern Ireland Protocol that he
agreed with the European Union
(EU) as part of the Brexit Withdra-
wal Agreement, and which was
meant to overcome the obstacles
posed by the 1998 Good Friday
Agreement, which provides for
peace in Northern Ireland by re-
moving the border between Ire-
land and Northern Ireland. This
unilateral rewriting of the agree-
ment is probably illegal. It most
certainly will damage Britain’s
credibility and relations with the
EU, which is still its largest trading

partner, Brexit notwithstanding.

Mr. Johnson’s government will
also face legal challenges over
plans to resettle refugees (who
have been deemed to have entered
the United Kingdom illegally) in
Rwanda, a state whose human
rights record the U.K. has dispar-
aged. The plan has been criticised
as unethical, uneconomical, im-
practical and possibly illegal by a
range of public figures — from the
Archbishop of Canterbury, former
Prime Minister Theresa May, civil
servants in the Home Office, and
reportedly, Prince Charles. These
concerns are secondary to Mr.
Johnson. Those singled out for re-
settlement will not make a mate-
rial difference to the total number
of refugees, but this dog-whistle
distraction will rally the party
faithful to the old tried and tested
cause of immigration.

Mr. Johnson is relying on popu-
lism to pull him through. To a
country that is struggling with a
cost of living crisis, rising inflation,
falling living standards and a sense
of dread over rising energy costs,
Boris Johnson’s promises to the
country have been a pledge to re-
turn to imperial measurements
and to dust off an old plan to offer
home ownership to those current-
ly relying on state support but
without a plan to build more affor-
dable homes in an already over-
heated housing market. The resur-
rection of imperial measurements
is emblematic of Mr. Johnson’s
slipping hold on power. He en-

tered Dowmng Street on the back
of Brexit promises of ‘taking back
control’, returning Britain to its
former (presumably imperial) glo-
ry, and making Britain a global po-
werhouse for trade and innovation
by paradoxically relying on its his-
torical greatness. Mr. Johnson ral-
lies the faithful by summoning his-
tory. A return to pounds and
ounces will not bring back the Em-
pire and all the money that flowed
to Britain from it. It will not even
cause the former colonies to sud-
denly desire a trade deal with Bri-
tain unless it serves their interests.

There are concerns

Mr. Johnson now has to deliver.
Perhaps he is only still in Downing
Street because there is no obvious
replacement. However, the Con-
servatives will almost certainly
lose two by-elections later this
month. He has also managed to
upset almost every segment of his
party for reasons that go beyond
his COVID-19 rule breaking. Some
disagree with his recent tax rises;
others criticise Brexit for either
being too extreme for the cen-
trists, or not extreme enough for
those on the far right; and yet
more are deeply concerned about
the personal failings of a flawed in-
dividual. For now, Mr. Johnson will
limp on, but, barring a political
miracle, it is only a matter of time
before he is challenged again.

Priyanjali Malik is a London-based author
and commentator
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Widespread protests
The eruption of violence in
several parts of the country
over denigrating remarks
against the Prophet is
unfortunate. While the
aggrieved minority
community has every right
to protest peacefully, their
leaders have to exercise
caution and not allow it to
morph into violence.
Meanwhile, the BJP-led
government needs to
understand that India’s
image as a secular and
liberal democracy has
taken a beating in the eyes
of the international
community. Rather than
play to the gallery of
communal elements, it is
time the BJP’s central

leadership sends out a stern
warning against certain
elements and reins them in.
Dialling down communal
tensions is the need of
hour.

M. JEYARAM,
Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu

m Religious sentiments and
diplomacy have got
intertwined in a complex
web which has only
complicated the issue. The
Government must realise
that it cannot get away with
bigotry. Insensitive remarks
or acts by the Government
and its spokespersons will
only spell danger for India’s
economic development.

TANISHA JOSHI,
Pune

® The protracted protests
may appear
disproportionately excessive,
but the fact of the matter is
that the remarks acted as the
straw that broke the camel’s
back. A sense of feeling that
they are being driven to the
wall has been building in the
minority community due to
what they perceive as
continual measures of
religious ‘othering’ employed
by zealots, who in turn are
supported by political
masters. Instead of reaching
out to the wounded minds,
employing ‘revenge by
bulldozer’ would be a cure
much worse than the
malady.

AYYASSERI RAVEENDRANATH,
Aranmula, Kerala

® Resorting to violence and
pelting stones are
unacceptable. The culprits
should be severely punished.
At the same time, the U.P.
government’s move to
demolish the buildings of the
‘accused’ using bulldozers is
nothing but a revengeful act.
The law must apply. The BJP
government should take a
lesson from these distressing
incidents — loose cannons
and loud mouths who
damage the party’s and
India’s image must be
controlled firmly.

D. SETHURAMAN,
Chennai

m The protests and violence
need to condemned and
perpetrators need to be

punished as per the rule of
law; the selective use of
bulldozers is not a solution.
It is a surprise that the
President of India has not
expressed much concern
over attacks on the
minorities. It is the deafening
silence from the leaders who
matter that is also
contributing to the general
turmoil.

N. NAGARAJAN,
Secunderabad

Rajya Sabha elections
As anticipated, the electoral
battle to the 16 Rajya Sabha
seats across the four States
(Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Karnataka and Haryana) had
all the key ingredients
associated with any
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high-profile election: high
octane canvassing, cross
voting, sequestering in
resorts, horse trading,
backstabbing and
suspensions (Page 1, “Blame
game begins as BJP wins 3rd
seat in Maharashtra”, June
12). Overall, the elections to
the Upper House can be
termed a precursor to the
presidential elections,
requiring the Opposition
parties to fine-tune the
humongous task of poll
management. Importantly,
the issue of vulnerability
among some lawmakers has
to be effectively addressed.

V. JOHAN DHANAKUMAR,
Chennai
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Atghan womens rights are at risk

The growing restrictions on women’s rights debunk the myth that Taliban 2.0 is moderate or reformed

SHANTHIE MARIET D’SOUZA

In a rare interview, broadcast by CNN
on May 17, Afghanistan’s Interior Mi-
nister and head of the dreaded Hag-
gani Network, Sirajuddin Haqqgani,
promised “very good news” soon on
the return of girls to secondary
schools that have remained shut
since March this year, just hours after
their reopening. However, any eu-
phoria about this could be misplaced
given the number of regressive steps
taken by the Taliban to curb women
and girls’ freedom since they took
power in August 2021.

The Taliban’s true colours
The initial shock following the Tali-
ban’s seizure of power in Kabul is
waning. The Taliban, who during the
initial period of the takeover had de-
monstrated a modicum of modera-
tion to gain international acceptabili-
ty, funding and recognition, have
now started showing their true co-
lours. For long-term observers of Af-
ghanistan, this is hardly surprising.
Notwithstanding the U.S.-mediated
2020 peace deal, which seemed to
erroneously pin hopes on a “re-
formed” Taliban to govern the coun-
try, many observers had issued
warnings that the takeover of power
by the Taliban would result in the
loss of the fragile gains made in Af-
ghanistan over the last two decades.
While there can be a debate over
the gains made by the international
community in Afghanistan in the last
20 years, it was unmistakable that
opportunities for girls and women in
education and employment had ex-
panded vastly. Female participation
in Afghanistan’s labour force had
climbed from around 15% in 2009 to
nearly 22% in 2019. During my fre-
quent visits to various provinces of
Afghanistan, it was always hearten-
ing to see women play important
roles in the government, parliament,
the media, the health and education
sectors, and in civil society. They had
carved space for themselves in con-
flict-ridden patriarchal structures
and systems. Though the various in-
terventions by the international com-
munity on women’s issues did not
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transform the structures, they did
provide opportunities for women to
be enablers of change. In parliament,
and in the provincial councils of Kan-
dahar, Nangarhar, Badakhshan, Her-
at, Balkh and others, young women
took grave risks in political participa-
tion and mobilisation.

Today, those voices are lost. A re-
port from the International Labour
Organization in January 2022 found
that Afghan women’s employment
levels fell by an estimated 16% in the
third quarter of 2021, compared with
6% for men. By mid-2022, women’s
employment is expected to be 21%
lower than before the Taliban takeov-
er, if current conditions continue. In
a rush to reach out to the Taliban
during the peace processes, protec-
tion of the rights of women were
hardly emphasised as a red line. As
fatigue towards the war developed
within and outside the country, there
were barely any concerted efforts in
making women rights and human
rights a non-negotiable part of the
negotiations. The participation of a
few Afghan women representatives
in the intra-Afghan dialogue in Doha
had raised expectations in the inter-
national community that the insur-
gents had reformed and would be
willing to accept women’s role in Af-
ghan society and government. These
hopes were, however, shattered.

There is speculation that the Tali-
ban are in the process of the finalis-
ing the dress code in schools for girls.
Haqqgani did refer to the “require-
ment” that education should be
based on Afghan “culture” and “Is-
lamic rules and principles”. He re-
ferred “more broadly” to the issue of
women wearing the hijab. The Tali-

It is Naveen Patnaik all the way

By defeating the BJP in successive elections, the
BJD continues to be the dominant party in Odisha

SATYASUNDAR BARIK

In the Brajarajnagar bypoll in Odisha,
Alaka Mohanty, the Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) candidate, polled 61.24% of the
votes, beating the Congress and BJP
candidates hollow. This was the BJD’s
fifth bypoll victory on the trot. With
this win, the BJD’s strength in the 147-
member Assembly has gone up to 113
and the Naveen Patnaik-led regional
party has shown just how seemingly
invincible it is at this point. In the
March 2022 rural polls, the BJD had
won nearly 90% or 766 of the 852 Zil-
la Parishad seats. The BJP and Con-
gress had to contend with 42 and 37
seats, respectively. The BJD later
swept the urban body polls too,

by winning 76 of the 108 civ-

ic bodies.

What do these victo-
ries signify for the BJD? In
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
the BJP had won eight
seats and secured
38.4% of the votes. In
the Assembly elec-
tions that year, it dislodged the Con-
gress from the second position by
winning 23 of the 147 seats. It created
a massive buzz around these victo-
ries. This apparently did not go down
well with Mr. Patnaik, who is known
as a silent yet ruthless leader in elec-
toral politics. The BJD’s victories in
subsequent elections showed his de-
termination in halting the BJP’s
march. The Brajarajnagar bypoll re-
sult is especially important as the As-
sembly segment is part of the Bar-
garh parliamentary constituency,
which the BJP had won in 2019. The
BJD has been trying to re-consolidate
its position in the districts of western
Odisha, which are considered a BJP
stronghold. In most of the bypolls af-
ter the 2019 elections, the BJD supre-
mo did not campaign in person for
the party. He sent out the message
that the BJD has a robust election ma-
chinery and did not need him for
canvassing every time.

For the BJP, the bypoll loss was hu-
miliating as it had fielded Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han. With the BJD’s winning streak,
the BJP appears to be losing the sig-
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nificant inroads it had made into the
regional party’s bastions in the 2017
panchayat and 2019 Assembly
elections.

Mr. Patnaik, who is serving his fifth
term as Chief Minister, is the undis-
puted leader of his party. Political ob-
servers say the manner in which he
reconstituted his cabinet after the
Brajarajnagar bypoll victory was un-
precedented. He directed all the mi-
nisters to tender their resignation. Af-
ter the formation of the new council
of ministers, Mr. Patnaik invited 11 of
the dropped ministers to work for
the or- ganisation. No murmurs

were heard against

the decision.
If there is one
issue which sent
the BJD govern-
ment into a panic
in recent times, it
was the controversy ov-
er its flagship beautification
programme of the Shree Jagan-
nath Temple, Puri, which the govern-
ment is trying to develop along the
lines of the Kashi-Vishwanath Corri-
dor project. The BJP had alleged that
the project would pose a threat to the
safety and stability of the temple. Ho-
wever, the Supreme Court dismissed
the petition challenging the project
and provided relief to the BJD. Signif-
icantly, Jagannath Saraka, the tribal
leader from Rayagada, was called to
take oath ahead of others in the new
ministry despite not being a senior
minister nor holding a key portfolio.
Mr. Patnaik is known for such symbo-
lism. The Shree Mandira Parikrama
Project, Mr. Patnaik’s temple deve-
lopment programme, is aimed at
blocking all of the BJP’s efforts to
challenge the B]JD.

The bypoll victory, the reshuffle,
and the redevelopment of the sur-
roundings of the Jagannath temple
appear to have energised Mr. Pat-
naik, who is said to be undertaking
his first foreign tour in a decade at
the end of this month. In 2012, the
BJD supremo had faced a revolt when
he was abroad. Ten years later, it is
clear that he is in absolute command.

satyasundar.b@thehindu.co.in

»

ban are not just identifying dress
codes for girls and women; men too
have been asked to wear particular
types of clothes and grow a beard,
which has led to hair dressers bring-
ing down the shutters on their busi-
ness. However, with regard to wo-
men, the Taliban’s diktats have been
particularly harsh.

A regressive mindset

Since the capture of power in Kabul,
the Taliban have made a series of
contradicting moves on the issue of
return of women to public life. In-
itially they referred to the prevalence
of chaos and insecurity and asked
women to stay indoors. The Taliban’s
acting Prime Minister, Mullah Mo-
hammad Hassan Akhund, claimed
that women would be allowed to
continue working under Sharia law,
but female government employees in
Kabul were then told to stay at home.
Only women whose jobs cannot be
performed by men were allowed to
work. Subsequently, the regime
brought in rules which forbade wo-
men from venturing out if they were
not accompanied by a male relative.
On May 7, the Taliban chief, Hibatul-
lah Akhundzada, issued a decree
making an all-covering burqa manda-
tory for women. It is, therefore, un-
likely that Haqqani’s assurance of
“very good news” will reverse the
group’s regressive outlook.

It is clear that Taliban 2.0 is in no
way different from the Taliban that
ruled the country between 1996 and
2001. The stories of a “reformed”
and “moderate” Taliban, which were
narrated by sections of the media,
were naive. I had conducted an inter-
view in May 2012 with Maulvi Qala-
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muddin, former Deputy Minister for
the General Department for the Pro-
motion of Virtue and Elimination of
Vice of the Taliban, a post in which
he oversaw the implementation of
extreme Islamic laws through reli-
gious police squads who kept a close
watch of the Afghan populace, at the
High Peace Council in Kabul, an Af-
ghan organisation set up by Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai in 2010 to nego-
tiate with the Taliban-led insurgency.
When I asked him whether women’s
rights would be protected if the Tali-
ban were to come back, he respond-
ed: “The west does not understand
Afghan society. I am not against wo-
men working in offices or going out
in public alone. Look, you are a fo-
reigner. If you can cover your head
and respect our culture, we appre-
ciate and expect the same from Af-
ghan women. The present breed of
Afghan women appearing on TV
without head scarves is not accepta-
ble. Women need to adhere to the
Sharia laws in consonance with the
Afghan culture.” His answers hardly
denoted a change of heart.

The greatest impact of denial of
rights for women in the workforce
would be a sharp contraction in the
economy. In addition to the loss of
rights, many households run by wo-
men could be staring at a bleak fu-
ture. As per the World Bank, in 2019,
36% of teachers in the country were
women, the highest number for 20
years. But most female educators
have been forced out of work by the
Taliban’s ban on education for girls
in March 2022. By the end of 2021,
fewer than 100 of Kabul’s 700 female
journalists were still working (Repor-
ters Without Borders data).

As the war in Ukraine has grabbed
and retained international attention,
Afghanistan seems to have been for-
gotten yet again. Occasionally, the
plight of Afghan women and the Tali-
ban’s atrocities find mention in the
media. The Taliban do not shy from
leveraging the issue to gain interna-
tional attention. The international
community, therefore, needs to
make a concerted and coordinated
attempt to protect the rights of Af-
ghan women and girls and ensure
that Afghanistan’s de facto rulers are
held accountable for their actions.

Shanthie Mariet D’Souza is Founder &
President, Mantraya and Visiting Research
Fellow, SWP, Berlin. She has conducted field
research and worked with women’s groups
for more than a decade in Afghanistan

Rein in the vigilantes

The only long-term and viable way forward for the BJP is
through moderation not just in rhetoric but in its politics

RUCHI GUPTA

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is at a cross-
roads. From a mere two MPs in 1984, it has
acquired power across vast swathes of India
and at all levels of the decision-making appa-
ratus both within and outside government.
Today, no State remains immune to the polit-
ics of the BJP. At the height of power, the
question confronting the BJP is whether it
should become more radically right wing to
keep the electorate polarised or moderate its
pitch to try and appeal to a diverse electo-
rate. There are indications of both impulses
in the BJP, but as the international row over
the comments made against Prophet Mo-
hammad by now-suspended members of the
party shows, it will be a mistake to assume
that a moderate stance can co-exist with rad-
ical rabble-rousing.

The party’s rabble-rousing

The impulse towards radicalism and polari-
sation is evident not just in the explosion of
hate speech against minorities, as seen in
Dharam Sansads where there are open calls
for mass murder, the “80-20” rhetoric in the
U.P. election, and on other occasions, but in
the repeated attempt to force conflict with
Muslims and provoke reactions through the
hijab controversy in Karnataka, the namaz
issue in Gurugram, and the calls to search for
shivlings in mosques. These issues are irrele-
vant to the assertion and consolidation of the
Hindu identity unless the basis of Hindu
identity is not its own rich cultural ethos but
in playing an antagonist to a Muslim protago-
nist. Serious BJP leaders and supporters try
to explain this rabble-rousing in two ways:
first, by trying to distance the party from the
most egregious instances by labeling such
persons as “fringe” or lower-level leaders
who are jostling to gain visibility or an upper
hand against competitors in factional bat-
tles; and second, by dismissing them as one-
off crude excesses by hitherto suppressed
non-elites who are now finding their voice.
These explanations are unconvincing as
there is no condemnation of, or action
against, these “fringe” actors. Instead, the
cadre seems to find an identity and purpose
by bullying minorities under the auspices of
the BJP leadership.

This strategy is misguided and needs a
rethink. The explosion of hate against minor-
ities is against not just national interest but
also the BJP’s own long-term interest. Lead-

Environment index: India ranked last

India scored the lowest among 180 countries in the Environment Performance Index (EPI) 2022, published by researchers from
Yale and Columbia Universities. Denmark ranked first with an overall score of 77.90, while India scored 18.90. The report assesses
countries on 40 performance indicators which are further grouped into 11 issue categories. At the core of the report lie three
policy objectives: environmental health, ecosystem vitality and climate change. The index scores countries between 0 and 100,
from worst to best performance. A perfect 100 score indicates that the country has achieved an internationally recognised
sustainability target or the expert consensus of good performance. Among the 11 issue categories,

India's performance was poorest in air quality (179), exposure to heavy metals (174), quality of bio-diversity and habitat (179)

1. Climate change mitigation
(165/180): According to the
report, by 2050, four countries
— China, India, the United
States, and Russia — alone will
be responsible for over 50% of
greenhouse gas emissions
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2. Biodiversity and

habitat (179/180): This

issue category assesses a
country’s actions in retaining
natural ecosystems and
protecting biodiversity within
its borders. India ranks
second last in this category,
just above Micronesia (180).

6. Agriculture:

and climate change mitigation (165)
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SNMI: Sustainable Nitrogen Management Index

The sun-burst diagram shows the indicators
and sub-categories based on which

the Environment Performance Index is
calculated. India’s ranking is specified in the
accompanying text. For instance,
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SHI: Species Habitat Index

MTI: Marine Trophic Index
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8. Air quality (179/180): Several countries that have low overall scores feature at the

3. Ecosystem services: (70/180) bottom in the ranking for this indicator. India ranked 179, just below Nepal (178) and
(97/180) 7. Water above Pakistan (180). Iceland was the best performer

4. Fisheries: (42/136) resources: 9. Sanitation and drinking water: (139/179) | 10. Heavy metals: (174/180)

5. Acid rain: (132/180) (112/141) 11. Waste management: (151/180)

SOURCE: ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE INDEX, YALE UNIVERSITY

ers trying to establish new organisations of-
ten work outside the bounds of mainstream
behaviour or law for various reasons such as
lack of social or financial capital and in-
creased visibility from shock value to attract
committed cadres through sharp messaging,
polarisation, etc. However, as organisations
acquire power and influence and grow to a
certain size, they seek legitimacy to further
consolidate their position. In a democracy,
winning elections provides legitimacy. But
the pursuit of an overtly sectarian agenda
delegitimises both the electoral victory and
the governance record of the ruling party.

The path ahead

In the last eight years, the BJP has pushed
back against any criticism as elite myopia.
However, it should be evident that main-
stream legitimacy cannot be gained by mar-
ginalising 15% of the country’s population.
This is for two reasons. First, embarrassing
excesses are not aberrations but the inevita-
ble tendency of politicians to exaggerate
cleavages. If the leadership does not set and
enforce boundaries of acceptable behaviour
for its cadre, lower-level leaders will trend to-
wards more obnoxious behaviour, thus mov-
ing the party outside of the present leader-
ship’s own comfort zone. This is already
visible in the criticism of the BJP leadership
by a section of its supporters online for the
action taken against the two BJP office bear-
ers. Second, the conflict that is being pur-
sued by a section of the leadership with 15%
of the population will inevitably strain the
rule of law and impact governance.

In the absence of an assertive national op-
position, it will be a mistake to assume that
repeated electoral victories are vindication
of divisive politics. There is evidence around
the country of people becoming weary of the
constant hate and the specter of widespread
violence, but they lack a national political
platform to channelise this disenchantment
into meaningful opposition. Moreover, the
kind of politics being pursued by the BJP
now will also make it difficult for it to find al-
lies in the future to counterbalance the inev-
itable anti-incumbency of two terms. The
only long-term and viable way forward for
the BJP then is through moderation — not
just in rhetoric but in its politics. The strand
of welfare-driven, cultural nationalism being
pursued by the BJP is within the realm of
mainstream politics and provides a ready
template for the party of the future. How the
BJP will evolve is for its leadership to decide.
However, it must rein in vigilantes and make
it clear that the path to advancement in the
party does not lie in propagating hate.

Ruchi Gupta is the Executive Director of the Future of
India Foundation. Twitter: guptar
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 13, 1972
People abandon homes for fields

Vijayawada, June 12: Afraid of fire outbreaks,
hundreds of people in some of the villages in
Krishna district have abandoned their
homes and are living in the open fields. Be-
sides those rendered shelterless by the fires,
there were also people who dismantled their
thatched roof houses and moved with their
families to the fields with conviction that it is
easier to brave the hot sun than the devastat-
ing fires. A visit to Poranki, Vanukuru, Gosa-
la Godavarru and Kolavennu villages — all of
which have been hit by fires in the last one
week — revealed that the villagers are haunt-
ed by fears of arson. They have formed
squads and are keeping vigil round the
clock. They would not allow a stranger to en-
ter the village without interrogating them.
They are taking extreme precaution in han-
dling the ovens. This morning a woman in a
vacant site at Kolavenu village was seen
pouring a bucket of water to put out the fire
in an oven. Vanukuru and Kolavennu saw
the fires again devastate houses and hayr-
icks on a much larger scale yesterday. With
hundreds of haystacks destroyed, fodder
has become a problem in the villages. Even
palmyrah leaves, which are traditionally
used for roofing, are not available in suffi-
cient quantity.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 13, 1922

An ear to hear ants’ talk

A remarkable sound-magnifying device has
been produced says a correspondent. It is
known as the radio phone, and is stated to
be the most powerful sound-amplifier
known. By means of it sounds that are just
audible to the human ear are intensified ma-
ny thousands of times, as is necessary in
wireless telephony, but the instrument also
enables sounds whose frequency is too high
to affect our ear-drums, and which we con-
sequently do not hear, to be so modified and
magnified that they are audible. Hence, the
radiophone should prove of great value to
botanists and etymologists in enabling them
to listen to the noises made by insects,
which although normally inaudible, are ne-
vertheless made, since the microscope has
shown the presence of soul-producing or-
gans. It may even be possible to detect some
definite means of communication between
ants, bees, and other insects who live in
highly organised communities. It is known
that such insects communicate by touch, but
this does not entirely negativise the chance
that they “speak” as well.
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Legacy waste
The percentage by which
the legacy waste at the
< three landfill sites —
Ghazipur, Okhla and
Bhalswa — in Delhi has
been processed since the project to
flatten the mountains of garbage
started in October 2019, while the
deadline is just two and a half years
away. According to data gathered from
the Delhi Pollution Control Committee,
a total of 21 lakh tonnes of legacy
waste is being bio-mined at the three
landfill sites per year (since October
2019). The Ghazipur landfill site has
seen the slowest progress. p1i
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Rising power demand

In thousand megawatt (MW),

by which India's power

demand jumped this year as

an intense heat wave sweeps

through northern parts of the
country and the economy expands,
according to Power Minister R.K. Singh.
India’s electricity demand on June 9
was recorded at an all-time high of
2,10,792 MW, as 4,712 million units of
electricity were consumed. Power
plants are operating at full throttle to
meet this demand, and the
government has ordered coal import to
meet the shortfall in domestic
supplies. p1i

The number of active

Maoist militia members

Swabhiman Anchal,
Malkangiri. Swabhiman Anchal was
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh used to take
shelter in the region after committing
Maoists as it is surrounded on three
sides by the Balimela reservoir. A dense

Rebels surrender
who surrendered before
the Odisha Police in

seen earlier as a ‘cut-off' area and a

Maoist hotbed. Rebels from Andhra

crimes in the neighbouring States. The

region was considered a safe haven for
forest on one side connects it to

Andhra Pradesh. p1i

Why was the OIC established? What has been its role in the international arena?

SAPTAPARNO GHOSH

The story so far: On June 5, the General
Secretariat of the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) “condemned and
denounced” the comments on Prophet
Muhammed made by two erstwhile national
spokespersons of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). Referring to it as part of “growing
spate of hatred and defamation of Islam in
India”, it sought that the perpetrators are
bought to justice and held accountable. In
response, Arindam Bagchi, spokesperson at
the Ministry of External Affairs, stated that
India rejected the OIC Secretariat’s
“unwarranted” and “narrow-minded”
comments. He said that the views expressed
by the two individuals did not reflect the
views of the Indian government and that
relevant authorities had already initiated
strong actions against them.

THE GIST

B The OIC was established
at a 1969 summit in Rabat
(Morocco). It endeavours to
establish solidarity among
member states, support
restoration of complete
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of any member
state under occupation;
protect, defend and combat
defamation of Islam,
prevent growing dissention
in Muslim societies and
work to ensure that member
states take a united stand
on the international stage.
——

B [ndia's association with
the 57-nation grouping has
not been easy. Even though
the country has good
relations with the UAE and
Saudi Arabia, its
membership and
engagement has been
constantly challenged by
Pakistan.

——

What is the OIC?
The OIC claims to be the “collective voice of
the Muslim world”. It was established at a
1969 summit in Rabat (Morocco) after what it
describes as the ‘criminal arson’ of Al-Agsa
Mosque in the disputed city of Jerusalem.
The OIC endeavours to establish solidarity
among member states, support restoration
of complete sovereignty and territorial
integrity of any member state under
occupation; protect, defend and combat
defamation of Islam, prevent growing
dissention in Muslim societies and work to
ensure that member states take a united
stand at the UN General Assembly, Human
Rights Council and other international fora.

The OIC has consultative and cooperative
relations with the UN and other
inter-governmental organisations to protect
the interest of Muslims, and settle conflicts
and disputes involving member states,
among them being the territorial conflict
between Armenia and Azerbaijan and the
status of Jammu & Kashmir. Presently based
in Jeddah, the organisation plans to
permanently move its headquarters to East
Jerusalem once the disputed city is
‘liberated’. Moreover, it aspires to hold Israel
accountable for ‘war crimes’ and violations
of international law.

The organisation adheres to a charter that
lays out its objectives, principles and
operating mechanism. First adopted in 1972,

B Al Sharq Forum analyst
Abdullah al-Ahsan, in an
article in 2019 noted that
the OIC has failed to
establish a cooperative
venture among its members,
who were either capital-rich
and labour-scarce or
manpower-rich and capital
scarce countries.
|
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the charter has been revised multiple times
in line with emerging conditions in the
developing world. The present charter was
adopted in March 2008 at Dakar in Senegal.
It enshrines that all members be guided and
inspired by the noble Islamic teachings and
values alongside committing themselves to
the purposes and principles of the UN
charter. Member states are expected to
uphold and promote good governance,
democracy, human rights, fundamental
freedom and the rule of law — settling
disputes through peaceful means and
refraining from the use of threat or force.

In addition, the OIC carves out a 10-year
Programme of Action (PoA). Last instituted
for the decade ending 2025, the PoA calls for
measures to combat all aspects of terrorism
globally. It also talks of implementing social
schemes to eliminate two-thirds of extreme
poverty and spurring industrialisation,
investment, trade and overall economic and
social growth among member states.

How does the OIC function?

The Islamic Summit, composed of Kings and
heads of state, is the supreme authority of
the organisation. Convening every two
years, it deliberates, takes policy decisions,
provides guidance on issues relevant to the
organisation and considers issues of concern
to the member states. The Council of
Foreign Ministers is the chief
decision-making body and meets annually to
decide on how to implement the OIC’s
general policies. In addition, this council
also appoints, for a period of five years, the
Secretary General, who is the chief
administrative officer of the grouping. The
Secretary General follows up on
implementation of the decisions, directs
attention to competent organs’ specific
issues of concern, creates a channel for
coordination among the varied organs and
submits annual reports on the work
undertaken. Former Foreign Affairs Minister
of Chad, Hissein Brahim Taha, is the current
Secretary General, taking up the role in
November 2021.

UN members with a Muslim majority can
join the organisation. The membership is to
be ratified with full consensus at the OIC’s
Council of Foreign Ministers. The same
provisions apply for acquiring an observer
status. All decision-making in the forum

requires a quorum defined by the presence
of two-thirds of the member states and
complete consensus. In case a consensus
cannot be reached, decisions shall be made

by a two-thirds majority of members present

and voting.

The OIC is financed by the member states

proportionate to their national incomes.
Should a member fail to meet their
obligations such that the amount of arrears
equals or exceeds the amount of
contributions due from it for the preceding

two years, their voting rights are suspended.

The member is only allowed to vote if the
Council of Foreign Ministers is satisfied that
the failure is due to conditions beyond the

member’s control. The OIC also has standing

committees for cooperation on information
and cultural affairs, economic and
commercial matters, scientific and
technological initiatives and for Jerusalem.

What has been the nature of India’s
relationship with the OIC?
India’s association with the 57-nation

grouping has not been easy. Even though the

country has good relations with the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia, its
membership and engagement has been
constantly challenged by Pakistan. In 1969,
Islamabad’s opposition to Indian

participation at the first OIC Plenary resulted

in the Indian delegation being turned back
from the venue at the last minute.

About 50 years later, External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj addressed the OIC

Plenary of Foreign Ministers in Abu Dhabi as

a guest of honour. The invitation was
extended by the UAE’s Foreign Minister
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan. In
2018, Bangladesh had proposed India be
given the observer status at the OIC

considering its sizeable Muslim population -
a move which received support from Turkey

but was opposed by Pakistan. Political
analyst Ketan Mehta of the Observer
Research Foundation wrote in 2019 that
Islamabad’s apprehension stems from the

fear that India’s involvement in the grouping
could influence the opinion of other Muslim

states — not boding well for its influence.

What have been the criticisms against
the OIC grouping?

Brookings Institution analyst Turan Kayaoglu

The FATF and Pakistan’s position on its ‘grey list’

How is Pakistan aiming to get itself removed from the Financial Action Task Force’s grey list?

DIKSHA MUNJAL

FATF
" g Firanciz| Action Task Force
T

The story so far: Ahead of the plenary
session of the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF), the global financial crime
watchdog, from June 14 to 17 in Berlin,
Pakistan which continues to face an
economic crunch, is hoping for some
respite in the form of its removal from the
FATF’s ‘grey list’ or the list of countries
presenting a risk to the global financial
system.

In its last plenary meeting in March,
the FATF had retained Pakistan’s listing,
asking it to expeditiously address the
remaining deficiencies in its financial

Its meetings are attended by 206
countries of the global network,
including members, and observer

system. organisations, such as the World Bank,
some offices of the United Nations, and
What is the FATF? regional development banks.

The FATF sets standards or
recommendations for countries to

The Financial Action Task Force is an
international watchdog for financial
crimes such as money laundering and
terror financing. It was established at the
G7 Summit of 1989 in Paris to address
loopholes in the global financial system
after member countries raised concerns
about growing money laundering
activities. In the aftermath of the 9/11
terror attack on the U.S., FATF also added
terror financing as a main focus area.
This was later broadened to include
restricting the funding of weapons of
mass destruction.

The FATF currently has 39 members.
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The decision-making body of the FATF,
known as its plenary, meets thrice a year.

achieve in order to plug the holes in their
financial systems and make them less
vulnerable to illegal financial activities. It

evaluations called Mutual Evaluations

performance on standards prescribed by
it. The reviews are carried out by FATF
and FATF-Style Regional Bodies (FSRBs),
which then release Mutual Evaluation
Reports (MERSs). For the countries that
don't perform well on certain standards,
time-bound action plans are drawn up.

Recommendations for countries range
from assessing risks of crimes to setting
up legislative, investigative and judicial
mechanisms to pursue cases of money

laundering and terror funding.

lists?

those who are non-compliant,
respectively.

What are FATF’s ‘grey’ and ‘black’

While the words ‘grey’ and ‘black’ list do
not exist in the official FATF lexicon, they
designate countries that need to work on
complying with FATF directives and

diligence. In the most serious cases,
members are told to apply

the listed countries. Currently, North

Korea and Iran are on the black list.
Being listed under the FATF’s lists

makes it hard for countries to get aid

Monetary Fund (IMF), Asian
Development Bank (ADB), and the
European Union. It may also affect
capital inflows, foreign direct
investments, and portfolio flows.

At the end of every plenary meeting,

FATF comes out with two lists of
countries. The grey countries are
designated as “jurisdictions under

increased monitoring”, working with the

FATF to counter criminal financial
activities. For such countries, the

Currently, 23 countries including
Pakistan are on the grey list.

watchdog does not tell other members to
carry out due-diligence measures vis-a-vis
the listed country but does tell them to

consider the risks such countries possess.

As for the black list, it means countries
designated as ‘high-risk jurisdictions
subject to call for action’. In this case, the
countries have considerable deficiencies
in their AML/CFT (anti-money laundering
and counter terrorist financing) regimens
and the body calls on members and

Why is Pakistan on the grey list?
Pakistan was retained on the grey list

March as it was yet to address concerns

on the front of terror financing

investigations and prosecutions targeting
senior leaders and commanders of UN
designated terrorist groups. Diplomatic
sources in Pakistan told The Hindu that
steps had been taken in this direction
such as the sentencing of terror outfit
chief Hafiz Saeed, prosecution of Masood

Azhar, arrest of about 300 other
designated terrorists, and the seizure

more than 1,100 properties owned by

terror groups. India meanwhile, a

non-members to apply enhanced due

counter-measures such as sanctions on

from organisations like the International

member of FATF, suspects the efficacy

and permanence of Pakistani actions.
Pakistan is currently banking on its

potential exclusion from the grey list to

Sinking low
lakh, the value at
which Iran's currency
reached on Sunday —
its lowest value ever
[ ] — as talks to revive [ ]
the country's tattered nuclear deal
remained deadlocked. The rial's new
low came as U.S. sanctions against the
country are still in force. Iran's
economy is struggling because of the
U.S. pullout from the 2015 nuclear deal
between Iran and world powers that
restored sanctions on Iran's oil and
banking sectors. Talks in Vienna to
renew the agreement have been
deadlocked for months. ap

crore. pTi

Eroding values

In ¥ lakh crore, the
value by which the
market capitalisation
(m-cap) of the top-10

most valued

companies eroded last week, with Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC) taking the
biggest hit. The Sensex tumbled
1,465.79 points or 2.63%, while Nifty
lost 382.50 points or 2.31% as
investors rushed to safer assets
because elevated crude oil prices
triggered inflation fears. Corporate
major Reliance Industries' m-cap fell by
T44,311.19 crore to ¥18,36,039.28
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wrote in 2020 that the OIC had become a
premise for ‘window dressing’, more
interested in the rights of Muslim minorities
in places such as Palestine or Myanmar than
the human rights violations of its member
states. The author noted that the body lacks
power and resources to investigate human
rights violations or enforce its decisions
through signed treaties and declarations.

Experts have also pointed to the fact that
the organisation is largely restricted to
arbitrating in conflicts where both parties
are Muslims. This is because the
organisation is centred around Quranic
values, which, it believes, makes it a
qualified arbitrator. The according of
observer status at the UN to the Palestine
Liberation Organisation is considered among
its major successes.

Al Sharq Forum analyst Abdullah
al-Ahsan, in an article in 2019 — the 50th
anniversary of the organisation— noted that
the OIC has failed to establish a cooperative
venture among its members, who were
either capital-rich and labour-scarce
countries or manpower-rich and capital
scarce. “...the organization has not evolved
to become a significant player either in
international politics or in the area of
economic cooperation,” Mr. Al-Ahsan wrote.

help improve the status of tough
negotiations with the International
Monetary Fund to get bailout money.

Pakistan has found itself on the grey
list frequently since 2008, for weaknesses
in fighting terror financing and money
laundering. In 2009, the country began
to cooperate with the FATF-like regional
body, Asia Pacific Group (APG), for a ME
process.

On completion of the ME in June 2010,
Pakistan made a “high-level political
commitment” to the FATF and APG to
address its strategic AML/CFT
deficiencies. It was given an action plan
which required demonstrating adequate
criminalisation of money laundering and
terrorist financing as well as showing
adequate measures to identify, freeze and
confiscate terrorist assets.

It was taken off the list in 2015 owing to
its progress but was put back on it in
2018. It was given a 27-point action plan
to restrict terror financing activities. After
warnings and two deadline extensions on
the first plan, Pakistan was prescribed
another seven-point action plan by the
APG in 2021, focused specifically on
combating money laundering. In March,
Pakistan informed FATF that it had
completed 32 of the total 34 action items
in the two plans but was retained on the
list. The FATF gave it time till January
2023 to complete the 2021 plan.

in

of

Former External Affai

ing the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation

rs

Minister Sushma Swaraj
addresses as 'Guest of

Honour' at the 46th
Foreign Ministers' me

eting

of the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation in Abu

Dhabiin2019. =pmi

THE GIST

B Ahead of the plenary
session of the Financial
Action Task Force from June
14 to 17, Pakistan is hoping
to get its name removed

from the FATF's ‘grey
—

list'.

W The grey countries are

designated as “jurisdic
under increased

tions

monitoring”, working with
the FATF to counter criminal
financial activities. Black Llist
countries are 'high-risk
jurisdictions subject to call
for action'. These nations
have huge deficiencies in
their anti-money laundering

and counter terrorist
financing regimens.
I

M Pakistan was retained on

the grey list in March

as it

was yet to address concerns

on the front of terror
financing investigation
prosecutions targeting
senior leaders and
commanders of UN

s and

designated terrorist groups.
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M Bitcoin and other
cryptocurrencies neither
offer direct use value nor
possess significant exchange
value — bitcoin can buy you
very few real goods and
services. In short,
cryptocurrencies possess no
significant fundamental
value to sustain their
current high prices.
—

B However many believe
that the rising prices of
cryptocurrencies reflect
their likely future value as a
currency. It is possible that
investors are bidding up the
price of bitcoin because
they foresee a future in
which private currency is
widely accepted as money.
—

B I cryptocurrencies like
bitcoin are going to
challenge fiat currencies like
the U.S. dollar as a medium
of exchange, they would
essentially be challenging
the authority of the
government to print and
spend. This is not an assault
that governments will
tolerate.

—

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The crypto conundrum

Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies may be scarce but it is questionable whether they possess any use

value or exchange value
PRASHANTH PERUMAL J

Sticking true to its unpredictable nature,
cryptocurrencies are registering huge losses in
value. From the fall of Terra (Luna), the current
bear market is showing a downfall for most
cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, Ethereum etc. In
this article dated November 1, 2021, Prashanth
Perumal talks about the fundamental lack of
value offered by cryptocurrencies which make
them risky assets as well as volatile investments.

Bitcoin and other private cryptocurrencies
have been on a bull run recently. Unlike previous
rallies, the current rally in bitcoin has witnessed
the increasing participation of retail investors in
India. Since 2020, when the Supreme Court
overturned an order by the Reserve Bank of India
dated April 6, 2018, restricting the use of
cryptocurrencies, traffic in domestic
cryptocurrency exchanges in India has grown
many-fold. Yet, the future of bitcoin and other
cryptocurrencies is unlikely to be as bright as
many believe it to be.

A case of speculative mania?
The most important feature of cryptocurrencies
that is flaunted by their enthusiasts is their limited
supply. In a world where central banks create a lot
of money out of thin air, it is natural for investors
who are looking to protect their wealth to seek
abode in alternative assets whose supply cannot
be cranked up as easily. Money creation by central
banks causes the price of all goods to rise and also
tends to accelerate the adoption of alternative
assets as currencies. When central banks create a
lot of money, it leads to an increase in the prices
of not just goods such as food and cars but also
that of commodities such as gold and silver,
considered to be alternative forms of money. Yet,
for various reasons, the rally in bitcoin may be no
more than a case of speculative mania.

For one, scarcity alone is not sufficient to

facilitate the adoption of cryptocurrencies as
money. Any asset must have either use value or
exchange value in order for it to possess any
fundamental value. This fundamental value, in
turn, is reflected in the price of these assets in the
long run. Stocks and bonds, for instance, possess
exchange value that is based on the expected
future cash flow from these assets. Commodities
such as oil and steel possess use value because
these assets are used to run vehicles and build
real estate. Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies
may be scarce but it is questionable whether they
possess any use value or exchange value. Gold
and silver have traditionally served as hedges
against inflation because they possess
fundamental value derived from their use as
jewellery and money. But bitcoin and other
cryptocurrencies neither offer direct use value
nor possess significant exchange value — bitcoin
can buy you very few real goods and services. In
short, cryptocurrencies possess no significant
fundamental value to sustain their current high
prices.

The most important feature of
cryptocurrencies that is flaunted by their
enthusiasts is their limited supply

Yet, many believe that the rising prices of
cryptocurrencies reflect their likely future value
as a currency. It is possible that investors are
bidding up the price of bitcoin because they
foresee a future in which private currency is
widely accepted as money. After all, all
investments are forward-looking. One may also
grant that the extreme volatility seen in the price
of cryptocurrencies, which seems unrelated to
any similar fluctuations in their fundamentals,
may be due to the nascent, illiquid nature of the
cryptocurrency market. However, the more
cryptocurrencies are accepted in exchange for

goods and services, the greater the chances of
governments cracking down on them.

Issuance of money

The monopoly that governments (and central
banks) possess over the issuance of money is at
the root of their power and influence. This allows
governments to fund their budget deficits,
particularly during times of crises such as the
current pandemic when tax revenues have taken
an unprecedented hit. It also allows central banks
to tinker with the money supply under the
mandate of managing aggregate demand in the
economy. In essence, monopoly control over
money allows governments to indirectly tax
citizens by increasing the supply of currencies,
thus devaluing them. If cryptocurrencies like
bitcoin are going to challenge fiat currencies like
the U.S. dollar as a medium of exchange, they
would essentially be challenging the authority of
the government to print and spend. This is not an
assault that governments will tolerate for long.
They will allow cryptocurrencies to exist only as
long as these currencies remain a speculative
asset and not a medium of exchange.

This is not to say that governments are justified
in their crackdown against cryptocurrencies.
China recently imposed a complete ban on all
cryptocurrencies and plans to issue its own
central bank-issued digital currency. Private
alternatives to fiat currencies offer people greater
choice in what currencies they choose to use as a
medium of exchange. The benefits of free market
competition in money were elaborated by
economist Friedrich Hayek in The
Denationalization of Money . Most notably,
competition between currencies to cater to the
demands of customers would ensure that fiat
currencies that are printed indiscriminately
simply go out of use. This is the outcome that
governments fear and would fight to avoid at any
cost.

THE DAILY QUIZ

Queen Elizabeth marks 70 years on the British throne this year, becoming the first monarch in the nation’s
history to celebrate a Platinum Jubiliee. How much do you know about her?

Queen Elizabeth is not the

longest-reigning monarch in
history. Which monarch holds
this record?

In 1993, the Buckingham

Palace was opened to the
public for the first time. What
had happened the previous year,
a time which the Queen
described once as annus
horribilis, which forced her to
take this decision?

Lord Curzon said in 1901: "As

long as we rule India, we are
the greatest power in the world.
If we lost it, we shall drop
straight-away to a third-rate
power." During the Queen's last
visit to India, when the British
Foreign Secretary made
controversial remarks on
Kashmir, the Indian Prime
Minister reportedly called Britain
a "third-rate power". Which
Prime Minister was this?

During her reign, the Queen

has been served by 14 Prime
Ministers. Which Prime Minister
did she say she always enjoyed
meeting the most?

The Queen's greatest regret

remains her delayed
response to a disaster which
killed nearly 150 people, most of
whom were children. This
episode was recreated in the
series The Crown. What was this
disaster?

Compiled by: Radhika Santhanam
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This King was the shortest

reigning British monarch; he
was never crowned. It was
because of something that he did
that the line of succession moved
to his brother. Which King was
this?

Thanks to a royal tradition,

the Queen technically has the
right to claim ownership of a
particular bird in parts of the
River Thames and of these two
aquatic mammals in British
waters. Which bird and mammals
are we talking about?

»

<« Who are the three men in the picture with the Queen?

man o'war.

Please send in your answers to the dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Questions (abridged) and Answers to the June 10 edition of the daily
quiz: 1. This poet who wrote the National epic poem of Portugal died on 10
June 1580. Ans: Luis Vaz de Camoes

2. The Portuguese rule in varied parts of India is said to have started seven
years after the arrival of this famous explorer. Ans: Vasco Da Gama

3. The Livraria Bertrand in Lisbon is the oldest operating establishment of
this product. Ans: Books

4. The scientific name of this animal is 'Physalia physalis'. Ans: Portuguese

5. The 16th century fortification that is used as a metonym for the
Portuguese capital. Ans: Belem Tower or Tower of Saint Vincent.

6. The 'English’ custom which Catherine of Braganza introduced to the
British upper classes. Ans: Drinking tea

7. If it is Francophone for France and Sinophone for China, the term for
Portugal would be this. Ans: Lusophone

8. Portugal lays claim to the oldest unbroken international alliance with this
nation. Ans: United Kingdom

9. The first winner of the European Golden Boot. Ans: Eusébio

Visual: This former PM of Portugal. Ans: Antdnio Guterres, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations

Early Birds: Sarbrinder Singh Brar| Rupali Chaudhari| Ushmita Singhanial
Mahima Srivastaval

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

Behind the
eight ball

I hope you don't take a hiatus
from learning English

S. UPENDRAN

What is the meaning and origin of ‘be-
hind the eight ball’? (R.V. Nagesh,
Hyderabad)

This expression is mostly used in Ameri-
can English in informal contexts. When you
say that you are ‘behind the eight or 8 ball’,
you are implying that you are in big trouble;
you are in a difficult or a disadvantageous sit-
uation, one from which you are unlikely to es-
cape. You feel doomed because you don’t see
yourself finding a solution to the problem.

Poor Anita. She got COVID a month ago,
and now she’s behind the eight ball with all
her assignments.

If the company continues to spend money
the way it’s doing now, it’ll soon find itself be-
hind the eight ball.

Many of the idioms that we use in everyday
contexts come from the world of sports. The
same is true of the expression ‘behind the
eight ball’; it comes from the world of pool or
pocket billiards. The balls used to play these
games are usually numbered. In one version
of the game, a player has to pocket the balls
sequentially — in other words, he is supposed
to pocket the ball marked one first, and then
two, and so on and so forth. The eight ball is
to be pocketed last — and till such time, no
player is allowed to touch it. If the cue ball
touches the eight ball at any time, the player
is penalised; and if a player accidentally pock-
ets the eight ball before the other balls have
been pocketed, he automatically loses the
game. So, when a player finds the cue ball be-
hind the eight ball, he is in serious trouble —
he may find it difficult to make a shot without
touching it.

How is the word ‘hiatus’ pronounced?
(K. Reema, Bengaluru)
The word consists of three syllables. The first
sounds like the word ‘hi’, while the ‘a’ in the
following syllable is pronounced like the ‘ay’
in ‘pay’, ‘hay’ and ‘say’. The ‘u’ sounds like
the ‘@’ in ‘china’. The word is pronounced ‘hi-
AY-tes’ with the stress on the second syllable.
It comes from the Latin ‘hiatus’ meaning
‘opening’ or ‘gap’. Nowadays, the word is
mostly used in formal contexts to mean ‘a
break in an activity’ — a break which could be
intentional or accidental. A hiatus suggests
the complete suspension of an activity — the
duration of which can vary from a few days to
several years. A five-minute break from an ac-
tivity cannot be considered a hiatus.

Kunthala returned to coaching after a five-
year hiatus.

Padmini said that she was really enjoying
her hiatus from teaching.

In terms of grammar, is it okay to say,
‘I’ll be returning back to Hyderabad on
30 June’? (L. Vasu, Nellore)
The simple answer to the question is yes —
there is nothing grammatically wrong with
the statement. The problem here is not one of
grammar, but of usage. Dictionaries define
‘return’ as ‘to go back or come back’. In other
words, ‘back’ is implied when we use ‘re-
turn’. It is for this reason that careful users of
the language argue that ‘back ’is unnecessary
in the sentence. It is redundant.

I returned the car to the dealer a month af-
ter I'd bought it.

I don’t want you to return the money. Keep
it.

I think any kind of hiatus one takes in an
artistic journey is going to make a huge
difference.

-Mel Gibson
upendrankye@gmail.com

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Text & Context'
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Adani power project
sparks row in Sri Lanka

The energy project is the se-
cond major venture in Sri
Lanka involving the Adani
Group, after it bagged a stra-
tegic port terminal deal in
Colombo. The Group was
brought in to execute the
West Container Terminal
project at the Colombo Port,
with majority stakes, after
Colombo unilaterally can-
celled a trilateral agreement
among the governments of
Sri Lanka and India and Ja-
pan to jointly build the East
Container Terminal at the
same port.

The Adani Group, Sri
Lankan Ministers have said,
was the Indian govern-
ment’s “nominee” in both
cases, indicating there was
no competitive bidding pro-
cess. Similarly, there is no
information of a tendering

process having preceded
the energy agreement
signed by the Group and the
CEB. Even the agreement
was not officially publicised
by either side, and came to
light only after Sri Lankan
media reported on the deve-
lopment.

Further, India is also exe-
cuting hybrid energy pro-
jects in three islands off Jaff-
na Peninsula, after
displacing a Chinese energy
project.

Though China had won
the contract for the project
through an Asian Develop-
ment Bank-backed interna-
tional competitive bid, Sri
Lanka opted for the Indian
grant project, following
New Delhi’s “concerns”
with a Chinese project close
to India’s southern coast.

Protests on in Bengal,
more people arrested

While Mr. Mohammad’s fa-
mily accused the adminis-
tration of vendetta and said
their house was demolished
without any legal sanction,
Prayagraj District Magistrate
Sanjay Kumar Khatri said
the demolition was carried
out following the “laid-
down procedure” after issu-
ing proper notices to the
house owners.

The family, however, said
they were not aware of any
such proceedings apart
from a notice carrying back-
dated information stuck on
their house the night before
the demolition.

Mr. Mohammad is a
member of the federal com-
mittee of the Welfare Party
of India, headed by SQR
Ilyas, father of jailed JNU
student leader Umar Khalid.
His daughter Afreen Fatima
is a student-activist based in
Delhi.

Senior Superintendent of

Police (Prayagraj) Ajay Ku-
mar said Mr. Mohammad
had emerged as the “facilita-
tor” of the stone-throwing
and other violence in the
Atala area of Prayagraj on
Friday. While the police had
earlier blamed him for orga-
nising the protest and sent
his mobile phone for foren-
sic probe, on Sunday, Mr.
Kumar said they recovered
“illegal weapons,” a 12 bore
illegal country-made pistol,
a 315 bore pistol and some
cartridges, and “objectiona-

ble posters” from the
building.
AIMIM president Asadud-

din Owaisi joined a large
number of social media us-
ers to condemn the demoli-
tion. Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav said the de-
molition did not have any
sanction. The family later
filed a petition in the Allaha-
bad High Court.

(With PTI inputs)

Modern Times: watches
keep an eye on workers

Sonu Vinod Kumar, 25, said
his blood pressure fluctuat-
ed whenever he wore the
watch. “When I complained
about this, the authorities
said I have to keep wearing
it while working; else, my
salary will get deducted,” he
said.

Krishan Kumar Chadha,
the former president of the
Chandigarh Sanitation
Workers’ Union, said, “This
[GPS watches] is a sword
hanging above us. They are
after our safai karamchari
community. We want this to
stop.”

Several times, the GPS
watches showed locations
wrong, Mr. Chadha said, cit-
ing instances when sanita-
tion workers working at Sec-
tor 20, Chandigarh were
shown to be located in Lud-
hiana, Badrinath, Ambala
and elsewhere. “This has
made us a slave. We are not
free,” Mr. Chadha said.

Bhuvaneshwar Kewat, a
workers’ union leader in
Ranchi, said the civic body
in the city had bought 900
GPS-enabled watches.
“They have not yet been
forced upon the workers,”
Mr. Kewat said adding that
most of them belonged to
the Dalit community.

“There was a time when
the people from the Dalit
community were made to
attach a broom around their
waist, just to indicate that
they are from a particular
community. These GPS
watches are a new form of
suppression,” Mr. Kewat
said.

Recently, the All India La-
wyers’ Association for Jus-
tice (AILAJ) and the Internet
Freedom Foundation wrote
a joint letter to the National
Commission for Safai Ka-
ramcharis (NCSK) over the
increasing surveillance of
these workers in the coun-
try. The two organisations
expressed concern over the
effect of these actions on the
privacy, dignity and autono-
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A sanitation worker wearing
the GPS-enabled watch.

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

my of the workers.

“We have not seen any
notification or order on the
basis of which they are do-
ing it. They are definitely
violating the fundamental
right to privacy of these
workers,” Anushka Jain of
the foundation, told The
Hindu.

“The sanitation workers
are being made to work
more as a result of this track-
ing device. We don’t know
how they [Corporation] are
ensuring that work is being
done just by tracking the
workers’ location. A worker
might go to his or her place
of work and just loiter,” Ms.
Jain argued.

“While there is no law
specifically which talks
about these issues in India,
the Supreme Court’s land-
mark judgment on the right
to privacy is being violated
in this situation,” she said.

AILAJ national convener
Clifton D’Rozario, said:
“While privacy is not an ab-
solute right, any State intru-
sion into privacy has to sa-
tisfy the thresholds of
legality, necessity, and pro-
portionality, laid down by
the Supreme Court in the
Right to Privacy decision.
However, the use of tracking
devices on safai karamcha-
ris fails to satisfy these
thresholds as there is no an-
choring legislation or legal
framework.” .

Mr. Clifton said sanitation
workers continue to suffer
under the contract system.
“Instead of addressing basic
issues, new forms of surveil-
lance are introduced.”

»

Jama Masjid protest in Delhi

Sections pertaining to promoting enmity between groups added to FIR, say police

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Two days after a brief protest
was held at the Jama Masjid
against the remarks made by
suspended BJP spokesper-
son Nupur Sharma on Pro-
phet Muhammed, two per-
sons have been arrested by
the Delhi Police in connec-
tion with the agitation, offic-
ers said on Sunday.

The police have also ad-
ded Sections of the Indian
Penal Code pertaining to
promoting enmity between
different groups on grounds
of religion to the existing
first information report
lodged on Friday, under Sec-
tions pertaining to order du-
ly promulgated by public
servant.

Over 300 persons on Fri-
day staged a protest at the Ja-
ma Masjid following the Fri-

‘No compromise on honour of the Prophet”

J"‘. = -
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Sparking outcry: People protesting against the remarks by
now-suspended BJP leaders in New Delhi on Friday. =pi

day prayers, demanding Ms.
Sharma’s arrest. The police
had lodged a case against the
protesters for holding the ag-
itation without permission
and promoting enmity bet-

ween different groups. The
protesters were later re-
moved by the police.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Central) Shweta
Chauhan said Mohammed

Nadeem, 45, an electrician
and Faheem Khan, 37, a ve-
getable vendor, were arrest-
ed on Saturday night.

“After the Friday prayers,
Khan was seen with a poster
and was raising slogans. He
was also seen hooting and
shouting, protesting against
Ms. Sharma and Naveen Jin-
dal during the unlawful as-
sembly at Jama Masjid. Na-
deem was also seen raising
slogans in the crowd,” Ms.
Chauhan said.

Senior officers said the
protesters were mobilised
through WhatsApp groups
and more details about such
groups were being gathered.
Ms. Chauhan said the prot-
ests were planned and that
since the protests took place
without permission, appro-
priate action would be taken
against those identified.
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Modi must break his
silence, says Digvijaya
‘PM responsible for global backlash’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BHOPAL

Senior Congress leader and
Rajya Sabha member Digyvi-
jaya Singh on Sunday said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was responsible for
the global backlash follow-
ing the controversial state-
ments made by suspended
BJP spokesperson Nupur
Sharma on Prophet Mu-
hammed. Mr. Modi should
break his silence on the mat-
ter, he said.

“The party may have sus-
pended her, but who is res-
ponsible for the infamy that
the statement has brought
for India? The Prime Minis-
ter gives a statement on al-
most everything, why is he
silent on this matter?” said
Mr. Singh, after a press con-
ference at the party’s State
headquarters here.

He also questioned the
“fringe elements” descrip-
tor being used for Ms. Shar-

Bangladesh Minister Hasan Mahmud hopes India will take action against former BJP leaders

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
DHAKA

Bangladesh is not compro-
mising on the honour of the
Prophet, Hasan Mahmud, In-
formation Minister in the
Sheikh Hasina government,
said on Saturday. The Minis-
ter’s remarks came against
the backdrop of continued
protests in different parts of
Bangladesh against the com-
ments by two former BJP
leaders on Prophet Mu-
hammed.

In a freewheeling discus-
sion with a visiting team of
Indian media professionals,
Mr. Mahmud said Ms. Hasina
acted promptly in containing
communal flare-ups in Ban-
gladesh last year and that In-
dia had invited the Prime Mi-
nister to pay a visit to New
Delhi. He, however, did not

Akhilesh
Yadav raises
questions over
policemen
beating men

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party chief Ak-
hilesh Yadav has tweeted a
video of policemen thrash-
ing some men with sticks
in a “lock-up”, saying
questions should be raised
over such incidents.

However, it is not clear
from the video whether
the incident took place ata
police station or some oth-
er place.

On Twitter handle
Sharing the video on his
Twitter handle on Satur-
day, Mr. Yadav con-
demned the police action.

“Questions must be
raised on such a deten-
tion, otherwise justice will
lose its power (Igbal). U.P.
is No.1 in custodial deaths.
U.P. tops in human rights
violations and U.P. is
ahead of all in Dalit atroci-
ties,” he wrote.

Responding to Mr. Ya-
dav’s remarks during a
press conference at the
BJP office here, Uttar Pra-
desh Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Keshav Prasad Maurya
on Sunday said, “Rioters
are being beaten up but
Akhilesh Yadav is feeling
the pain.”

C

of India, and for

Bangladesh, it’s an external
matter. Wherever such things
happen, we condemn them.
We are not compromising
the honour of the Prophet

HASAN MAHMUD

Information Minister, Bangladesh

provide a specific date for
the visit of Ms. Hasina in July.

“It’s an internal issue of
India and for Bangladesh, it’s
an external matter. Wherev-
er such things happen, we
condemn them. We are not
compromising on the ho-
nour of the Prophet,” said
Mr. Mahmud, presenting the
perspective of Bangladesh
regarding the comments that

It's an internal issue

s

have triggered a strong back-
lash from West Asian coun-
tries.

Mr. Mahmud said he
would not like to instigate an
issue regarding the derogato-
ry comments and added,
“Why should I ignite the is-
sue? My job is not to ignite.”
The Hindu had earlier re-
ported that in view of the
Prophet-related controversy

in India, certain officials in
Dhaka were considering that
instead of the expected trip
in July, Prime Minister Hasi-
na could visit Delhi in Sep-
tember or even later depend-
ing on her schedule and
convenience. Mr. Mahmud
indicated at the packed sche-
dule of Ms. Hasina in the
coming weeks when her
priorities will be on internal
political and developmental
initiatives.

Legal process

Mr. Mahmud expressed hope
that the Indian legal process
would take its course against
former BJP leaders Nupur
Sharma and Navin Kumar
Jindal. “Action will be taken
by India,” he said. Mr. Mah-
mud drew attention to the
communal flare-up of last

October when Hindu puja
pandals were targeted in
Bangladesh’s Brahmanbaria,
Comilla, Chittagong and
Rangpur regions, and said
Ms. Hasina took exemplary
action in containing the
damage inflicted upon the
minority community.

The 60-year-old Minister,
a key figure in the Sheikh Ha-
sina government, main-
tained that the Prime Minis-
ter remained committed to
zero tolerance of extremism
and terrorism and observed
that Dhaka was aware of the
presence of such elements in
the 20-party Opposition al-
liance.

“There are some leaders
in that alliance who were
trained by the al-Qaeda in Af-
ghanistan in the past,” said
Mr. Mahmud.

-

Digvijaya Singh

ma and Naveen Kumar Jin-
dal, a fellow spokesperson
who was expelled after the
outcry. “We are talking
about a national spokesper-
son who is expressing the
party’s ideology. How can
she [Ms. Sharma] be de-
scribed as a fringe element
and if indeed she is one, the
party president []J.P. Nadda]
has to own up for nominat-
ing her as spokesperson and
apologise for the same,” Mr.
Singh said.

Search on for
two missing
soldiers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Indian Army has been
scouting forward areas of
Anjaw district in Arunachal
Pradesh to trace two sol-
diers who are missing since
May 28. The two are from
Uttarakhand, defence offi-
cials said on Sunday.

A defence spokesperson
based in central Assam’s
Tezpur said Naik Prakash
Singh and Lance Naik Ha-
render Singh were pres-
umed to have accidentally
fallen into a fast-flowing
river adjoining their post.

“We have had no suc-
cess in locating them des-
pite immediate and exten-
sive searches involving
aerial reconnaissance and
tracker dogs,” the spokes-
person said.

India in talks for more Apache, Chinook choppers

F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet fighter has distinct advantages over Rafale-M, says Boeing official

DINAKAR PERI
mELHI

The F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet
fighter jet has distinct advan-
tages in terms of capability
over the competitor French
Rafale-M jet to operate from
the Indian Navy’s aircraft
carriers, says a senior official
from aircraft manufacturer
Boeing. India is also negotiat-
ing the purchase of addition-
al Chinook CH-47F(I) Chi-
nook heavy-lift helicopters
and AH-64E Apache attack
helicopters, according to
Torbjorn (Turbo) Sjogren,
vice-president, International
Government and Defence,
Boeing.

“One thing we are very
confident about is the capa-
bility that readiness and the
proficiency of the product.

The F/A-18 and F/A-18F can
operate off Indian aircraft
carriers. That’s a clear dis-
criminator we’ve got over
the French,” Mr. Turbo said
in a virtual interview to The
Hindu, pointing that the
twin seater trainer variant of
the Rafale-M cannot operate
from carriers and would be
sitting on the ground. The
number of trainer aircraft
within the deal is not an in-
significant number, he
noted.

Elaborating, he said the
size of the carrier, the logis-
tics of the aircraft, in terms
of how many aircraft and
how to move the aircraft
around the carrier, there are
challenges. “We have solved
that problem. Our team
down in Bangalore solved

Chinook CH-47 helicopter
used by IAF. =R.v. MOORTHY

the problem, and we have a
solution for that... So there is
some tailoring needed, more
so in terms of the logistics on
board,” Mr. Turbo said.

The Navy had originally
projected a requirement of
57 aircraft under the deal,

Three Lashkar militants killed in
Pulwama, another near Srinagar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR
Three militants of the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT) were killed
during an encounter in Pul-
wama district of south Kash-
mir, the police said on
Sunday.

“All the three killed mili-
tants were locals and were
linked with LeT outfit. One

slain militant, identified as
Junaid Sheergojri, was in-
volved in the killing of a pol-
iceman, Reyaz Ahmad, on
May 13 this year,” Inspector-
General of Police Vijay Ku-
mar said. The other two
were identified as Fazil Nazir
Bhat and Irfan Ahmed Malik
of Pulwama.

“Incriminating material,

arms and ammunition, in-
cluding two AK-47 rifles and
a pistol, have also been reco-
vered,” he said.

In a late afternoon en-
counter, another LeT mili-
tant, Adil Parray, was killed
in the Kreesbal Palpora area
on the outskirts of Srinagar,
taking the militant toll for
this year to 100.

Ministry seeks feedback on disability policy

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The Social Justice and Empo-
werment Ministry has invit-
ed public feedback till July 9
on the new draft national
policy on persons with dis-
abilities (PwD), which pro-
poses interventions in dis-
ability prevention,
education, healthcare, social
security and accessibility.
The draft said the current

national programme on pre-
vention of disabilities run by
the Health Ministry focused
on “traditional causes”, but
there were other causes of
disability, such as malnour-
ishment, medical negli-
gence, socio-cultural factors
and impairment caused by
disasters.

The Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016,
also expanded the number

of disabilities from seven to
21.

The policy said the States
and Union Territories should
add a provision on com-
pliance with the RPD Act
when granting permission or
recognition to educational
institutions. A module on
disability should be included
in MBBS and other medical
courses, it said.

To make vehicles more ac-

cessible, the policy said:
“The Ministry of Road Tran-
sport and Highways will is-
sue necessary guidelines for
making modification in the
personal vehicles being used
by persons with disabilities
as per requirement.”

Feedback and comments
on the policy can be sent to
panda.dk@nic.in and poli-
cy.depwd@gmail.com by Ju-
ly 9, the draft said.

but the number is likely to be
revised to 26 within the back-
drop of a new indigenous
twin engine carrier-based
deck fighter being designed
and developed indigenously.
“We are eager to see when
they define what the need is
going to be and then how to
do it,” he said.

With the indigenous car-
rier Vikrant set to be com-
missioned in August, the Na-
vy is in urgent need of
carrier based jets to operate
from both the carriers.

Last month, two Boeing F/
A-18s were in Goa to demon-
strate their compatibility
and suitability to operate
from Indian aircraft carriers
by conducting trials from the
Indian Navy’s Shore Based
Test Facility (SBTF). Ra-

fale-M had carried out simi-
lar demonstration earlier
this year.

The Indian Air Force oper-
ates 22 Apache attack heli-
copters and 15 Chinook hea-
vy-lift helicopters procured
from Boeing through the Fo-
reign Military Sales pro-
gramme of the U.S. govern-
ment under a $3 billion deal
in September 2015. Further,
during the visit of U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump in Fe-
bruary 2020, India signed a
deal for six more Apaches to
cost around $800 million.

Talking of the large port-
folio of products with the In-
dian armed forces, Mr. Tur-
bo said, “The performance
of our products is instru-
mental in terms of those
campaigns going forward.”

Report on 50-km BSF
jurisdiction limits ready

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A blueprint that defines the
extended jurisdiction of the
Border Security Force (BSF)
and its new logistical requi-
rements in frontier States
has been prepared and is
soon expected to be submit-
ted to the Union Home Mi-
nistry, officials said.

While in Punjab, West
Bengal and Assam, the BSF
jurisdiction, from the bor-
der towards the hinterland,
was enhanced from the ear-
lier 15 km to 50 km, in Guja-
rat the same limit has been
reduced from 80 km to 50
km, while in Rajasthan the
limit has been kept un-
changed at 50 km.
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Presidential poll: Nadda, Rajnath
to reach out to allies, Opposition

They will hold talks with NDA partners, UPA constituents, Independent MPs

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Sunday said it had
authorised party president
J.P. Nadda and Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh to hold
consultations with NDA
partners, UPA constituents
and Independent MPs with
regard to the presidential
election scheduled for July
18.

BJP general secretary
Arun Singh put out a state-
ment to this effect on Sunday
afternoon, adding that the
two leaders will be starting
the process of consultation
very soon.

This comes not just after
the Election Commission’s
announcement of the sche-
dule for the presidential
election, but also with West
Bengal Chief Minister and

S

The BJP is anxious about not just its allies like the JD(U) but

also fence-sitting parties like the BJD and the YSRCP.

Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee writing to
leaders of political parties
and Chief Ministers for an
Opposition meeting at the
Constitution Club in New
Delhi on June 15, with a view
to settling on a common no-
minee from the Opposition
stable. Congress president
Sonia Gandhi too had

reached out to NCP leader
Sharad Pawar for the same.
While the numbers are in
favour of the NDA, despite
the alliance being in power
in fewer States than before,
the consultation process in
both camps is for larger ac-
ceptance of their candidates.
A committee to consult
other parties had been set

Congress plans march as
Rahul appears betore ED

Leaders across States allege political vendetta by BJP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A day before former Con-
gress president Rahul Gand-
hi appears before the Enfor-
cement Directorate (ED) in a
money laundering case, the
Congress on Sunday held
press conferences in multi-
ple cities to allege political
vendetta by the BJP.

On Monday, senior lead-
ers, including the Chief Mi-
nisters of Congress-ruled
States, are expected to
march to the ED office when
Mr. Gandhi appears to re-
cord his statement in the Na-
tional Herald case. The State
units will also do satyagraha
in front of the ED offices in
their respective States.

The case to investigate al-
leged financial irregularities
in the Congress-promoted
Young Indian Private Ltd.
that owns National Herald
under the Prevention of Mo-
ney Laundering Act (PMLA)
was registered about nine
months ago.

BJP sweeps
Assam tribal
council polls

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
on Sunday swept the elec-
tions to the Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council
(KAAC), winning all 26
seats.

The Congress drew a
blank with some of its can-
didates finishing third be-
hind Independents.

The KAAC is made up of
30 members, four of whom
are nominated. The elec-
tions to the 26 seats were
held on June 8. The BJP
credited its “historic” per-
formance to its “people-
friendly” approach.

“The Congress not only
scored zero but failed to
put up a contest. We won
by a bigger margin of votes
in most seats compared to
the last time,” BJP leader
and Minister Pijush Hazari-
ka told presspersons.

Rahul Gandhi

“I speak as a Congress
member and an advocate.
The ED’s summons to Mr.
Rahul Gandhi under PMLA
is baseless,” former Finance
Minister P. Chidambaram
told the news agency PTI.

Mr. Chidambaram said
the offence of money laun-
dering required “money”
and “laundering of money”
whereas in the National Her-
ald case, there was debt-to-
equity conversion, someth-
ing which lending banks do
on a regular basis.

“It is like accusing a per-
son of ‘purse snatching’
when there was no purse
and no snatching,” he ar-
gued.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel, who
will participate in the march
to the ED office, told repor-
ters in Raipur that the Na-
tional Herald case was being
used to harass the Gandhi fa-
mily. “The Central govern-
ment wants to misuse the
ED, CBI, Income Tax depart-
ment to silence the Opposi-
tion. We will oppose this,”
Mr. Baghel said.

Addressing a press confe-
rence in Lucknow, senior
leader Sachin Pilot ques-
tioned why the Central
probe agencies have never
ever investigated any BJP
leader.

Other senior leaders such
Pawan Khera in Ahmeda-
bad, Vivek Tankha in Raipur,
Sanjay Nirupam in Shimla
addressed a press confe-
rence.

Development of villages
a priority, says Shah

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday laid stress
on the development of vil-
lages to achieve the goal of
making India a “five trillion
dollar economy,” a target set
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

He said that development
of villages is essential for the
overall development of the
country as majority of In-

dians live in villages. “I am
of the firm belief that deve-
lopment of the country is
not possible without the de-
velopment of its villages.”
He was addressing the
41st convocation ceremony
of the Institute of Rural Man-
agement (IRMA) in Gujarat.
On Sunday, he also dedi-
cated development work
and launched new projects
in his parliamentary consti-
tuency Gandhinagar.

up even in 2017, when Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind was
elected to the post. At that
time, party president Amit
Shah had authorised current
Vice-President of India, M.
Venkaiah Naidu (he was Mi-
nister for Urban Develop-
ment then), then Home Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh and the
late Arun Jaitley (then Fi-
nance Minister) to consult
various parties.

The BJP is anxious about
not just its allies like the Jana-
ta Dal(U) but also fence-sit-
ting parties such as the Biju
Janata Dal (which had sup-
ported Mr. Kovind for Presi-
dent, but not Mr. Naidu as
Vice-President) and the
YSRCP. Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan met
Bihar Chief Minister and JD
(U) chief Nitish Kumar on the
issue in May.

Sonia Gandhi hospitalised

Trinamool MP speaks to
senior Congress leaders

Mamata’s party keen on fielding senior leader for President

SANDEEP PHUKAN
NEW DELHI

A day after West Bengal
Chief Minister and Trina-
mool Congress chief Mama-
ta Banerjee invited Opposi-
tion leaders to attend a
meeting in Delhi on June 15
for the upcoming presiden-
tial election, Trinamool
leader in the Rajya Sabha
Derek O’Brien on Sunday
reached out to Leader of the
Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge and Congress gener-
al secretary K.C. Venugopal.

Though the details of the
discussion are not known,
the Trinamool Congress is
said to be keen on putting up
a senior leader as the Oppo-
sition’s presidential candi-
date.

Mr. Kharge has been ap-
pointed as the key points
person by Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi to coordi-

for post-COVID issues

She tested positive on June 2

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi has been hospital-
ised because of COVID-relat-
ed issues but is stable, the
party said on Sunday.
“Congress president,
Smt. Sonia Gandhi was ad-
mitted to Ganga Ram Hospi-
tal today owing to COVID-re-
lated issues. She is stable
and will be kept at the hospi-
tal for observation. We
thank all the Congress men
& women as also all well-
wishers for their concern
and good wishes,” party’s
communication chief Ran-
deep Surjewala tweeted.

ED summons
Sources indicated that the
Congress chief had visited
the hospital for a post-CO-
VID check-up.

Ms. Gandhi, 75, had test-
ed positive for COVID-19 on
June 2 and could not appear
before the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) to record her
statement in the National
Herald case.

Following Ms. Gandhi’s

Sonia Gandhi

request for more time, the
agency asked her to appear
on June 23. Both Ms. Gandhi
and her son, Rahul Gandhi,
have been summoned to re-
cord their statements under
criminal provisions of the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA).

The case to investigate fi-
nancial irregularities under
the PMLA was registered
about nine months ago after
a trial court took cognisance
of an Income Tax Depart-
ment probe that was carried
out on the basis of a private
criminal complaint filed by
former BJP MP Subrama-
nian Swamy in 2013.

AAP announces new
office-bearers in Gujarat

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

Ahead of the Assembly elec-
tion later this year, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) on Sun-
day announced a new or-
ganisational structure for
Gujarat with over 850
office-bearers.

As part of the reshuffle,
the party has elevated Guja-
rat AAP leader Isudan Gadh-
vi as the national joint gen-
eral secretary, while former

Congress legislator Indranil
Rajguru has been made na-
tional joint secretary of the
party.

The party has retained
Gopal Italia as president of
the State unit.

“We have carried out the
reshuffle after the parivar-
tan yatra that passed
through each of the 182 As-
sembly segments in the
State,” said Sandeep Pathak,
AAP’s Gujarat in-charge.

Derek O'Brien

nate with Opposition leaders
to decide on a common
candidate.

Letter to leaders
However, Ms. Banerjee
wrote a letter to her counter-
parts in Maharashtra, Udd-
hav Thackeray and M.K. Sta-
lin in Tamil Nadu. She had
also written letters to other
top Opposition leaders like
NCP chief Sharad Pawar.

This prompted Congress
communications chief Ran-
deep Surjewala to issue a
statement late on Friday to
assert that Ms. Gandhi had
already spoken to Opposi-
tion leaders, including Ms.
Banerjee.

“The Congress party is of
the opinion that the nation
needs a person as the Presi-
dent who can protect the
Constitution of our country,
our institutions and citizen-
ry from the ongoing on-
slaught by the ruling party.
This is the need of the hour.
While the Congress party
has not suggested a particu-
lar name for the President,
we owe it to our people to
elect a President, who can
apply a healing touch to its
fractured social fabric and
defend our Constitution,”
Mr. Surjewala had said in the
statement.

Bishnoi blames
Congress for
selective action

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

Haryana MLA Kuldeep
Bishnoi, who was expelled
on Saturday from all Con-
gress positions for cross-
voting in the Rajya Sabha
elections, accused the par-
ty of acting “selectively”.

In a series of tweets, Mr.
Bishnoi said, “Congress al-
so has rules for some lead-
ers and exceptions for oth-
ers. Rules are applied
selectively. Indiscipline has
been repeatedly ignored in
the past. In my case, I lis-
tened to my soul & acted
on my morals....”

“Had @incindia acted
this swiftly & strongly in
2016 & on every other crit-
ical opportunity they’ve
missed, they wouldn’t have
been in such dire straits,”
he said.

Mr. Bishnoi was refer-
ring to the cancellation of
14 Congress votes during
the 2016 Rajya Sabha polls.

Patidars stage protest
against stadium renaming

Issues raised during 2015 agitation remain relevant, they say

A.M. JIGEESH
AHMEDABAD/SURAT

The Patidar trouble for the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
in Gujarat is far from over.
On Sunday, the leaders of
the Patidar Anamat Aando-
lan Samiti (PAAS) were de-
tained while they were prot-
esting against the renaming
of the Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel Stadium as Narendra Mo-
di Stadium.

This is just one among the
multiple issues festering bet-
ween the BJP and the Patidar
community, which includes
the BJP’s stand on the diffe-
rences among the Swamina-
rayan sects, the party’s diffi-
culty in placating
community leader Naresh
Patel and the overall crisis
facing agriculture and the
micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSME) sectors
controlled by members of
this community.

“This agitation will go for
long. Changing the name of
Patel is like denigrating the

history of Indian freedom
struggle. The government
can name any other stadium
in the name of the Prime Mi-
nister,” said Dharmik Malvi-
ya, the convenor of PAAS.

Economic issues

Talking to The Hindu, Mr.
Malviya said the issues the
Patidars raised during the
reservation agitation in 2015
still remained relevant. “In
fact, the condition of the pe-
ople in the community has
become worse. The use of
synthetic diamond and the
issues in Russia have impact-
ed the diamond business.
The price of raw materials
has increased four to five
fold,” he said.

Traditionally a farming
community, the Patidars cul-
tivated cash crops such as
cotton, groundnut, tobacco,
chickpea and sugarcane and
invested the surplus they
earned in small and medium
industries. “The price of cot-
ton is not enough. The input

cost has increased. Govern-
ment offered to procure
chickpea and groundnut
from the farms but put limi-
tations for procurement. So
farmers had to approach
private traders. The system
is not functioning properly,”
Mr. Malviya said.

Hardik’s entry

However, the BJP is trying to
douse the anger in its own
ways. Hardik Patel joining
the BJP will have an impact
against the critical voice gi-
ven by Patidar leader Naresh
Patel.

But even within the BJP,
there is confusion whether
Mr. Hardik’s entry will bene-
fit the party or not.

“He has been criticising
the RSS and BJP leaders all
through the agitation and af-
ter joining the BJP, I don’t
know if his entry will bring
any benefit. But we can use
him to counter Naresh Pa-
tel,” said a top Sangh Parivar
functionary.

= X, NETAJI SUBHAS UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY (NSUT)

RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDRYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LIMITED

KACHCHI MOODOOR
ARCHAKAS WELFARE TRUST

Regd. Office: ‘Kamadhenu’, No. 16, Second Main Road,
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Ph: +91-44-24471936 E-mail: kmawt1@gmail.com
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;2] (Formerly Netaji Subhas Institute of Technology (NSIT))
B Govt. Of NCT of Delhi, Azad Hind Fauz Marg,
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M.Sc (Physics, Chemistry & Mathematics) 2022-23
NSUT (Main Campus) invites online applications for admission to 2-year M.Sc Physics,
M.Sc Chemistry & M.Sc Mathematics programmes. The intake of each programme is 60
(Sixty) Seats.
For detailed information about Eligibility Criteria, Reservation, Admission Procedure,
Tentative Schedule, Application Process etc. Please visit University Website: www.nsut.
ac.in
« Start date for online registration: 14th June 2022
¢ Last date for submission of completed application form is 30th June 2022.
« All candidates are required to pay a non-refundable registration fee of Rs. 1500/-

ONLINE using Credit Card/Debit Card/Net-Banking.
Onine Application Process:
« Candidates will have to register online at www.usut.ac.in as per the instructions given

on the website.
DIP/Shabdarth/0135/22-23

Chairman, Admission Committee

NIB (TN 08, 09 & 10/2022-23)

Online E-bid are invited from Experienced & Reputed firms/ contractors under
TN-08/2022-23 "Construction Work of 132 KV S/C Line from 220 KV GSS RVPN
Bharatpur to Proposed 132 KV GSS Phulwara. TN-09/2022-23 "Construction work
of LILO of 132 KV S/C Hindaun-Weir line for proposed 132 KV GSS Cheekhru up to
14.00 hrs on Dated 29.06.2022 and TN-10/2022-23. "Construction work of LILO of|
132 KV S/C Dausa Bassi line for 132 KV GSS Chordi (Dausa) upto 14.00 Hrs. on
Dated 15.07.2022. The detailed NIT/ Tender Document / Specification, Date
Extension and other details are available on http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, Nigam
website http://www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rvpnl and
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in. Further date extension/ amendments, if any, in the
above bid shall be notified/published on above refereed website
(UBN No.: VPN2223WSOB00450), (UBN NO.: VPN2223WSOB00451),
(UBN No.: VPN2223WSOB00460) RRVPN/TR-5483/2022

Raj.Samwad/C/3241/2022-2023 SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (T&C), Bharatpur

June 2022.

www.cbr.iisc.ac.in
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Admission for Ph.D. Program-2022

The Last date for online submission of application for
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For further details please refer the webpage
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SREE MAHALAKSHMYAI NAMAHA
SREE CHANDRASEKARA GURUBHYO NAMAHA
APPEAL

The MAHASWAMI OF KANCHI ordained this Public Charitable Trust in 1986 for providing financial aid to
Archakas who live in poor conditions, upholding our religious and cultural heritage in ancient temples in rural
areas. Many of them do not have any means of sustenance and we should deem it our duty to provide them with
minimal financial aid to ensure that they continue to perform their important role in the rural communities.

MAHA PERIYAVA had instructed that the Trust should seek donations primarily from individual devotees; and provide
financial assistance to these Archakas from the income derived from investing the donations. He had further desired
that those with gross income of over Rs. 4,000/- per month could contribute their one month’s gross income.

The Trust currently provides a monthly honorarium to 467 poor Archakas, (156 Poojaries, 144 Bhattacharyas
and 167 Sivacharyas) spread over rural Tamil Nadu. The Trust also has a Group Life Insurance Policy for the benefit
of eligible Archakas.

We earnestly request all the devotees to donate liberally for this noble cause, keeping in mind MAHA PERIYAVA's
desire. By His Grace and the generous contribution from his devotees, it has been possible to enhance the monthly
honorarium progressively to Rs. 2,300/- (Rupees Two Thousand Three Hundred) per month. However, with the
increasing number of beneficiaries and reduction in the interest rates, it is necessary to enhance the Corpus fund
significantly to maintain the current level of financial aid to the poor Archakas.

Online Donations to Corpus Fund can be made through our website: www.kmawt.org.

Also, Crossed Cheque or Demand Draft payable at Chennai drawn in favour of ‘KACHCHI MOODOOR
ARCHAKAS WELFARE TRUST’ can be sent to the Trust office. Please do mention that the donation is towards
CORPUS FUND in the covering letter, and do include Donor’s Name, PAN number, Address, Cell/Phone Number, and

Email-Id (if available).

Please note that Income Tax Section 80G Benefit is available to the Donors.

[ EASTERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF A.P. LTD
power CORPORATE OFFICE : VISAKHAPATNAM

E-TENDER NOTICE
APEPDCL invites e-tenders for (1) Providing of Bulk push SMS gateway Services for
sending of SMS alerts, (2) Providing of Whatsapp Business API for Notifications & 2
Way Communication to APEPDCL for a period of 3 Years. For further details &
schedule please visit at www.apeprocurement.gov.in & www.apeasternpower.com

from 16.06.2022. Chief General Manager / IT
APEPDCL : VISAKHAPATNAM

Advt-30

www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO <% |

On behalf of President of India, Item Rate tenders are invited through e-tendering for “Non Destructive Testing(NDT) for
Structural assessment @ SHAR Sullurpeta Road” (T/C-22-020, Est. cost Z11.41 Lakhs); “Arresting roof Leakages by
PU Coating @ PHC-Il area” (T/C-22-021, Est cost ¥86.56 Lakhs); “Arresting roof Leakages @ SMN colony” (T/C-22-022,
Est.cost ¥39.59 Lakhs); “Interlocking paver blocks & misc civil works at Guest Houses @ SDSC SHAR” (T/C-22-023,
Est.cost ¥16.71 Lakhs); “Shamiyana on hire basis @ SHAR” (T/C-22-024, Est. cost Z7.46 Lakhs). Tender Documents
can be downloaded up to 27.06.2022, 14:30 hrs. Interested tenderers may visit www.isro.gov.in or
www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO for details.
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13.06.2022

1. Sri R. Subramanian, Chennai

3. Sri S. Chandrasekar, Chennai

TRUSTEES

2. Sri M.D. Gopal, Dubai
4. Sri Prakash R. Bhat, Hony. Secretary & Treasurer
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Advocate, Chennai
Chairman
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With 1,803 new cases,

surge on in Mumbai

Delhi reports 735 new infections and three deaths

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

Maharashtra on Sunday con-
tinued to report a steep
surge in COVID-19 cases, re-
cording 2,946 new infec-
tions. The number of active
cases rose to 16,370. The
State’s case positivity rate
rose to 9.73%.

The highest number of
cases continued to be re-
ported in Mumbai city,
which saw a big case surge of
1,803, taking its total active
cases to 10,889.

Delhi reported 735 new
cases and three deaths,
while the positivity rate in-
creased to 4.35%, according
to data shared by the city’s
Health Department. This is
the third consecutive day
that Delhi has recorded
more than 600 cases and a
positivity rate of more than
3%. The capital had on Sa-
turday reported 795 CO-
VID-19 cases with a positivity
rate of 4.11% and zero daily
deaths.

Earlier, Union Health Mi-
nistry data said India logged
8,582 new infections in the
24 hours to 8 a.m. on Sun-
day. The active cases in-
creased to 44,513, an in-
crease of 4,143 cases. The

Getting ready: As Maharashtra witnesses a rise in cases, the
BKC Jumbo COVID Care Centre in Mumbai is functional. =pmi

daily positivity rate was
2.71% and the weekly positiv-
ity rate 2.02%, the Ministry
said.

Two fatalities in Maha-
rashtra took its total death
toll since the eruption of the
pandemic in March 2020 to
1,47,870. The State has been
recording an average 2,500
new cases daily during the
past week — its highest surge
in more than six months.
However, authorities said
there was no cause for panic
as most cases were akin to
mild instances of influenza
and were recovering within
three or four days. A total of
1,432 patients were
discharged.

After Mumbai city, parts
of the Mumbai Metropolitan

Mumbai’s POCSO
circular on hold

It's sending wrong message: police chief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Mumbai Police Commis-
sioner Sanjay Pandey on Sa-
turday held the circular that
mandated permission from
a Deputy Commissioner of
Police before registering a
first information report
(FIR) in a Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act case in
abeyance.

Mr. Pandey told a group
of child and women rights
activists and lawyers who
were aggrieved by the circu-
lar issued on June 9 that he
has friends who have known
cases where children are be-
ing misused to settle proper-
ty disputes. He gave exam-
ples of how two brothers
were stuck in a property dis-
agreement and there were
POCSO cases on both of
them by either side.

Talking about the circular
that mentioned, “cases of
molestation or  sexual
crimes involving minors
should be registered only af-
ter recommendation from
an officer of the rank of As-
sistant Commissioner (ACP)
and permission from a
DCP”, he said, the circular is
sending a wrong message
and that a timeline needs to
be added to it.

“I am saying the nod will
take about three to four

hours, it can be done
through a phone call or
even a WhatsApp message.
If it goes beyond half a day,
officers will be held up,” he
said.

He was attending a virtual
meeting organised by Maj-
lis, a non-governmental or-
ganisation working to pro-
tect and promote rights of
women and children. Mr.
Pandey said, “I am ready to
appoint you (activists and la-
wyers) as special officers
who will take full responsi-
bility in such (POCSO Act)
cases and direct the police
officers to take the com-
plaint. I assure you that it
will be binding on the pol-
ice.” He said he would like to
take it up in the 18 days to
his retirement.

Region (MMR) such as Thane
and Navi Mumbai reported
spikes of more than 280 and
240 cases, respectively.

While Pune district re-
ported more than 150 new
cases, the rest of western
Maharashtra including dis-
tricts such as Satara, Sangli,
Kolhapur and Solapur re-
mained largely unaffected
by the fresh surge as did the
Marathwada region.

West Bengal reported 123
fresh COVID-19 cases, a State
health department bulletin
said. The daily positivity rate
was 1.6% as the 123 cases
were detected out of 7,695
samples tested on the day.
The State recorded 139 cases

on Saturday.

(With PTI inputs)
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After protest, gig workers find work drying up

They say they are facing ‘targeted action with their accounts ‘shadow-blocked’ or deactivated

ABHINAY LAKSHMAN
NEW DELHI

Women working with Urban
Company (UC) who led a
weeks-long protest against
the firm last year, now say
they are facing “targeted”
action by either having their
accounts “shadow-blocked”
or deactivated. This has led
to work drying up for them
over the past two or three
months.

Last December, UC’s sub-
scription  policy  (Flexi
scheme) asking service pro-
viders to pay a fee for job
leads through their app had
backfired, leading to over
300 women beauticians and

salon service providers
launching a sit-in at its Guru-
gram office.

The company offers a
platform connecting service
professionals (repair techni-
cians, cleaning and other
household service provid-
ers) to customers — much
like an app-based cab ser-
vice connects drivers to pas-
sengers. And like the ride-
hailing apps, UC too refuses
to recognise its service pro-
fessionals as employees.

Reacting to the protests,
UC sued the workers in a ci-
vil court to stop their agita-
tion.

The

Gurugram court

found the company’s filings
“devoid of merits”, follow-
ing which UC withdrew the
suit on March 29 this year.
But this has not stopped the
company from acting
against those who protested
last year and anyone who
continued their association
with the women who led
the protests, service partn-
ers allege.

“March 12 was when I got
my last job from the app.
Since then, nothing,” See-
ma*, 35, said, adding that
she had raised a complaint
about this issue at least nine
times on the app since then
— the last one on May 17.
Each of these complaints
was marked “resolved”

SPECIAL

within a day, but she got no
new jobs.

When she repeatedly
asked the company to tell
why her account was
blocked, “they would say I
had poor performance”.
Seema’s latest rating on the
app was at 4.6 out of 5 and
she had this year received a
Silver Plus -certificate of
achievement from UC
signed by Chief Executive
Officer and co-founder Ab-
hiraj Bhal himself.

Seema said that after the

jobs stopped, she was called
for a meeting at the UC of-
fice on March 16. “I met my
category manager who said
I had been blocked for at-
tending the protest last
year,” she said.

“I told them I was there
only for one night. I pleaded
with them but they said you
are admitting to protesting,
we can’t do anything more,”
Seema said.

Court notice
Now, Seema has decided to
take the company to court
and has served a legal not-
ice on it over her “effective
termination”.

In her legal notice, Seema
has named two UC officials
who told her that she was
blocked from getting jobs

Pondicherry varsity in QS global rankings

Rankings for the 2022-2023 academic year placed it in the 801-1,L00OO rank range

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUDUCHERRY

Pondicherry University has
been ranked among the top
1,000 universities in the
world in the latest QS World
University Rankings, which
is among the most widely-ac-
cepted global survey
benchmarks.

According to a university
press note, the QS World Un-
iversity rankings released for
the 2022-2023 academic
year placed Pondicherry Un-
iversity in the 801-1,000 rank
range.

A record number of 2,462
institutions from about 100
countries participated in this
year’s rankings. Only 41 In-
dian institutions managed to

The university scored well in almost all the parameters.

make an entry into the QS
World University Rankings
for 2022-2023.

The rankings were based
on eight parameters - aca-
demic reputation, employer
reputation, faculty/student
ratio, citations per faculty,
international faculty ratio,

international student ratio,
international research net-
work and employment
outcomes.

The university, the press
note said, scored well in al-
most all the parameters, des-
pite the pandemic environ-
ment. As per the QS ranking

framework, the citations per
faculty is the strongest indi-
cator for Pondicherry Un-
iversity at the global level,
besides research impact and
teaching commitment.
Pondicherry University
has been a participant in the
World University Ranking
since 2020, and has also
been actively participating in
QS Asia University Rankings
and QS BRICS University
Rankings since 2010.
Gurmeet Singh, Pondi-
cherry University Vice-Chan-
cellor, recorded his appre-
ciation for the efforts of the
faculty, officers and staff, be-
sides research scholars and
students, for the achieve-
ment, the press note said.

Agencies issue alert on smuggling of essentials to SL

‘People in the neighbouring country are panicked by worsening economic crisis’

S. VIJAY KUMAR
CHENNAI

Intelligence agencies have is-
sued an alert to the security
forces in Tamil Nadu on the
possibility of smuggling of
essentials to Sri Lanka by sea
and “intrusion of immi-
grants” as the country is
bracing for a severe econom-
ic crisis. Referring to the Sri
Lankan Prime Minister’s
statement in Parliament on

June 7 that it would be tough
to obtain fuel/gas in the next
three weeks and his appeal
to people to restrict travel,
the alert said people were
panicked by the worsening
economic crisis and the
shortage of essentials.

While the rich had started
hoarding, many were left
with no stocks and unable to
afford the increased prices
of whatever was left in the

market, the alert said.

While a majority of the Sri
Lankan Tamils were in dire
straits, the condition of Ta-
mil workers in tea planta-
tions was worse.

Even the assistance ex-
tended by the Sri Lankan Ta-
mil diaspora was unable to
reach these remotely located
people. This could result in
starvation deaths, the alert
said. About 90 Sri Lankan

Tamils who tried to illegally
migrate to a foreign country
were apprehended by that
country’s navy last week, the
advisory said.

The alert called for en-
hanced vigil along the coast
as not only Sri Lankan Ta-
mils and Muslims but also
other “extremist elements”
might attempt to cross over
to India by entering Tamil
Nadu by sea.

Standing up: Urban Company's employees sitting on a
protest in Gurugram in December 2021. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

because of the protest.

Gunjan (35), who was one
of the women initially
named by UC in its suit, said
she too is facing a similar
“shadow-block” — meaning
her account is open on the
app but she is not getting
any jobs.

Seven months pregnant,
Gunjan told The Hindu that
she is desperately looking
for work to be able to raise
her soon-to-be-born child.
She claimed that at least 50-
60 women workers, who
had protested last year with
her, had now been
“blocked” from getting any
job leads through the
application.

Rikta Krishnaswamy of
the All India Gig Workers’

working with UC workers,
said such “targeted action”
was being taken against
anyone who had been part
of the protests last year.

The company had initial-
ly named four of the prot-
esting women along with
several “unnamed” women
in its suit, seeking an injunc-
tion to stop the strike out-
side the office.

The Gurugram court had
granted the company’s plea
and restrained the women
from protesting. However,
UC then went on to name 10
more women in an annex-
ure, with an application to
sue all protesting workers
(including the unnamed
ones), through the 14 wo-
men it had named, in a re-
presentative capacity.

Civil Judge (Junior Divi-
sion) Harsh Kumar Singh
found this plea “devoid of
merits”, noting that “it was
incumbent upon the plain-
tiff to submit/annex the list
of all the defendants against
whom the suit had been
preferred in the representa-
tive capacity but it is not so
in the appearing circum-
stances”.

Urban Company has not
yet responded to multiple
requests for a comment.

Union, which has been

(*Name changed)

New advisory on
Type-1 diabetes

India has highest number of patients

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

From never wearing brand
new shoes for a trip, to tra-
velling with flash cards to
navigate language barrier,
managing meals when
crossing time zones, storage
of insulin and how to mini-
mise glucose fluctuation —
all of these are part of the In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) pre-travel ad-
vice for children and
adolescents living with
Type-1 diabetes. This is the
country’s first-ever list of
basic dos and don’ts to en-
sure the safety of Type-1 pa-
tients during travel.

India has the highest
number of incident and pre-
valent cases of Type-1 dia-
betes in the world as per re-
cent estimates from the
International Diabetes Fed-
eration, and the Council has
now published a compre-
hensive document provid-
ing advice on care of dia-
betes in children,
adolescents and adults with
Type-1 diabetes.

Type-I diabetes is a
chronic condition in which
the pancreas produces little
or no insulin. It typically ap-
pears in adolescence and
symptoms include in-
creased thirst, frequent uri-

nation, hunger, fatigue and
blurred vision.

The new 173-page ICMR
guideline document states
that individuals with Type-1
diabetes need support to
survive, using insulin and
other therapies, and to live
their entire life without stig-
ma, restrictions, or dis-
abling complications due to
their illness.

The Council has suggest-
ed that patients should in-
form the physician in ad-
vance, preferably four to six
weeks before the planned
travel, and should have me-
dications and blood testing
materials for the whole trip
plus reserve supplies for at
least two to four weeks if un-
foreseen circumstances ex-
tend the travel.

They also advise carrying
comfortable shoes and
socks to avoid straining the
feet while on travel. “Alter-
nating between two pairs of
shoes can decrease the risk
of blisters and calluses. New
shoes, if purchased, should
be used for at least two to
three weeks before travel.
Patients with a medical
identification bracelet
should have information on
the disease, use of insulin,
and disclose any allergies,”
the council said.
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Essence of simplicity

A great thinker and philosopher, Tiruvalluvar’s concept of
God is not related to any religious conviction or creed. In
fact, a search for the meaning of God in the Tirukkural is
likely to lead each eager reader to draw his own conclusion
from whatever has been said on this issue by the poet, point-
ed out Sri Nallur Sa Saravanan in a discourse.

The first set of ten verses are dedicated to God, herein His
incomparable and infinite nature are aptly indicated in the
term ‘en gunathan.’ Many explain ‘en guna’ as the eight basic
gunas or attributes of God spoken of in the agama sastra. Or
it is explained on the basis of the broad classification of hu-
man nature into the three categories, satva, rajas and tamas.
But, considering the antiquity of the text, the ideal approach
should factor the social and linguistic context of the author’s
time and era. Since this text lays emphasis on virtuous and
righteous living, the author discusses ‘gunam,’' virtue, pan-
bu,' values, 'anbu,' love, 'ozhukkam,' righteousness, and

such allied topics in depth.

In these instances, the term 'en' is used to convey the
sense of simplicity, modesty, humility, and so on. On this ba-
sis, ‘gunam’ can be understood as that which is manifest as
action guided by one’s inherent knowledge of right and
wrong. We know from experience that wrong behaviour and
mistakes will only bring sorrow in one’s life. Traditional va-
lues such as respect to elders, are found in various sections
of the text. Whatever may be one’s state in life, his vocation,
family background, scholarship, and so on, it is modesty
and simplicity that add excellence to a human being. The
poet shows that the nature or dharma of the Supreme God is
His infinite noble values, especially simplicity, a virtue that
becomes evident as His accessibility and compassion.

»
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US. trying to ‘hijack’ support in Asia: China

Defence Minister accuses Washington of advancing its own interests ‘under the guise of multilateralism’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SINGAPORE

China’s Defence Minister ac-
cused the United States on
Sunday of trying to “hijack”
the support of countries in
the Asia-Pacific region to
turn them against Beijing,
saying Washington is seeking
to advance its own interests
“under the guise of
multilateralism.”

Defence Minister Gen. Wei
Fenghe lashed out at U.S. Se-
cretary of Defence Lloyd
Austin, rejecting his “smear-
ing accusation” the day be-
fore at the Shangri-La Dia-
logue that China was causing
instability with its claim to
the self-governing island of
Taiwan and its increased mil-
itary activity in the area.

Mr. Austin had stressed
the need for multilateral
partnerships with nations in
the Indo-Pacific, which Mr.
Wei suggested was an at-
tempt to back China into a
corner.

“No country should im-

|

Critical phase: Chinese Defence Minister General Wei Fenghe
at the 19th Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore. =ReuTERrs

pose its will on others or bul-
ly others under the guise of
multilateralism,” he said.

“The strategy is an at-
tempt to build an exclusive
small group in the name of a
free and open Indo-Pacific to
hijack countries in our re-
gion and target one specific
country — it is a strategy to
create conflict and confron-
tation to contain and encir-
cle others.”

China has been rapidly
modernising its military and
seeking to expand its in-
fluence and ambitions in the
region, recently signing a se-
curity agreement with the
Solomon Islands that many
fear could lead to a Chinese
naval base in the Pacific, and
breaking ground this past
week on a naval port expan-
sion project in Cambodia
that could give Beijing a

WTO chief sees ‘bumpy’ road
as Ministers chalk out deals

War-driven food crisis and fertilizer shortage on the agenda

ASSOCIATED PRESS
GENEVA

The head of the World Trade
Organisation predicted a
“bumpy and rocky” road as
the trade body opened its
highest-level meeting after
over four years on Sunday,
with issues like pandemic
preparedness, food insecuri-
ty against the backdrop of
Russia’s war in Ukraine and
overfishing of the world’s
seas on the agenda.

At a time when some ex-
perts question WTQ’s future
and relevance, Director-
General Ngozi Okonjo-Iwea-

la hopes the meeting involv-
ing more than 120 Ministers
from 164 member countries
yields progress toward re-
ducing inequality and ensur-
ing fair and free trade.

Ms. Okonjo-Iweala ack-
nowledged the Geneva-
based trade body needs re-
form, “The road will be
bumpy and rocky. There
may be a few landmines on
the way,” she said on Sunday
before the opening of the
four-day meeting.

“We’ll have to navigate
those landmines and see
how we can successfully

land one or two delivera-
bles.”

She pointed to the food
emergency caused by Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine,
where blockaded ports have
impeded exports of between
22 million to 25 million tons
of grain from a key Euro-
pean breadbasket.

Ministers will consider
whether to commit to lifting
or easing export restrictions
on food to help alleviate
pressures on countries fac-
ing a shortage of wheat, fer-
tilizer and other products
because of the war.

U.S. Senators reach bipartisan
deal on gun safety measures

Focus on improved school safety, mental health programmes

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON
Senate  bargainers  an-
nounced a bipartisan frame-
work on Sunday responding
to last month’s mass shoot-
ings, a modest breakthrough
offering measured gun curbs
and bolstered efforts to im-
prove school safety and
mental health programmes.
The proposal falls far
short of tougher steps long
sought by President Joe Bi-
den and many Democrats.
Even so, if the accord leads
to the enactment of legisla-
tion, it would signal a turna-
bout from years of gun mas-
sacres that have yielded little
but stalemate in Congress.

Republican support

In a significant develop-
ment, 20 Senators, includ-
ing 10 Republicans, released
a statement calling for pas-
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Thousands of gun control
advocates at a rally near the
Washington Monument. =arp

sage. That is potentially cru-
cial because the biggest ob-
stacle to enacting the
measure is probably in the
50-50 Senate, where at least
10 GOP votes will be needed
to attain the usual 60-vote
threshold for approval.
“Families are scared, and
it is our duty to come togeth-
er and get something done

that will help restore their
sense of safety and security
in their communities,” the
lawmakers said.

The compromise would
make the juvenile records of
gun buyers under age 21
available when they under-
go background checks. The
suspects who killed 10 peo-
ple at a grocery store in Buf-
falo and 19 students and two
teachers at an elementary
school in Uvalde were both
18.

The deal would offer mo-
ney to States to implement
“red flag” laws that make it
easier to temporarily take
guns from people consi-
dered potentially violent,
and to bolster school safety
and mental health
programs.

Leaders now hope to
push any agreement into law
as quickly as possible.

foothold
Thailand.

Last year, U.S. officials ac-
cused China of testing a hy-
personic missile, a weapon
harder for missile defense
systems to counter, but Chi-
na insisted it had been a
“routine test of a spacecraft.”

in the Gulf of

‘Hypersonic’ missile
Answering a question about
the test on Sunday, Mr. Wei
came the closest so far to
acknowledging it was, in-
deed, a hypersonic missile,
saying, “As for hypersonic
weapons, many countries
are developing weapons and
I think there’s no surprise
that China is doing so.”

“China will develop its
military,” he added. “I think
it’s natural.”

U.S. Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken last month said
China represented the “most
serious long-term challenge
to the international order”
for the United States, with its
claims to Taiwan and efforts

to dominate the strategic
South China Sea.

The U.S. and its allies have
responded with so-called
freedom of navigation pa-
trols in the South China Sea
and Taiwan Strait, some-
times encountering a push-
back from China’s military.

Mr. Wei accused the U.S.
of “meddling in the affairs of
our region” with the patrols,
and “flexing the muscles by
sending warships and war-
planes on a rampage in the
South China Sea.”

China has squared off with
the Philippines and Vietnam,
among others, over mari-
time claims and Mr. Wei said
it was up to the countries in
the region to find their own
solutions.

On Sunday, Mr. Wei met
with Australian Defence Mi-
nister Richard Marles, which
the Australian Broadcasting
Corp. reported was the first
high-level meeting between
the two countries in more
than two years.

Sri Lanka open to buying
oil from Russia, says PM

‘Willing to accept more Chinese help’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka may be compelled
to buy more oil from Russia
as the island nation hunts
desperately for fuel amid an
unprecedented economic
crisis, the newly appointed
Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe said.

Mr. Wickremesinghe said
he would first look to other
sources but would be open
to buying more crude from
Moscow.

Western nations largely
have cut off energy imports
from Russia in line with
sanctions imposed over in-
vasion of Ukraine.

Women diners
assaulted in
China, 9 held

ASSOCIATED PRESS
HONG KONG

Chinese authorities arrest-
ed nine people on suspi-
cion of violently assaulting
several women at a restau-
rant after surveillance foot-
age of the attack sparked
widespread outrage.

Footage from a restau-
rant in Tangshan in Hebei
province, on Friday,
showed one of the men ap-
proaching a table where
four women were seated
and placing his hand on a
woman’s back. She re-
buffed him before he flew
into a rage and slapped
her, prompting her to fight
back. A brawl ensued, with
a group of men entering
the restaurant and brutally
attacking the woman and
her dining partners.

The assault and the pu-
blic outcry renewed a con-
versation about misogyny
and mistreatment of wo-
men in China.

France votes in crucial test for Macron

President seeks to secure absolute majority as leftist coalition mounts challenge

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS

French voters are choosing
lawmakers in a parliamen-
tary election on Sunday as
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron seeks to secure his ma-
jority while under growing
threat from a leftist coalition.

More than 6,000 candi-
dates, ranging in age from 18
to 92, are running for 577
seats in the National As-
sembly in the first round of
the election. Those who re-
ceive the most votes will ad-
vance to the decisive second
round on June 19.

While candidates have
sought to address consumer
concerns about inflation,
which was a key campaign
issue, voter enthusiasm has
been generally low. That was
reflected in Sunday’s early
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turnout  figures, which
showed just 18% of France’s
48.7 million voters had cast
ballots by noon.

Hard-left leader Jean-Luc
Mélenchon, who hopes the
election may vault him to the
Prime Minister’s post, was
among only a trickle of vo-
ters as he cast his ballot in a
diverse neighborhood of
Marseille, a southern port ci-
ty.

On France’s opposite
coast, a small crowd gath-
ered to watch Mr. Macron ar-
rive to vote in the English
Channel resort town of Le
Touquet.

Following Mr. Macron’s
reelection in May, his cen-
trist coalition is seeking an
absolute majority that would
enable it to implement his
campaign promises, which

»

Emmanuel Macron outside a
polling station in Le Touquet,
on Sunday. =REUTERS

include tax cuts and raising
the retirement age from 62
to 65.

But the latest opinion
polls suggest Mr. Macron and
his allies may have trouble
winning over half of the par-
liamentary seats. A govern-
ment with a large, but not
absolute majority would still

be able to rule, but only by
bargaining with legislators.

Challenge from leftists
The main opposition force
appears to be Mr. Mélen-
chon’s newly-created coali-
tion made up of leftists,
greens and communists. The
coalition’s platform includes
a significant minimum wage
increase, lowering the retire-
ment age to 60 and locking
in energy prices.

Mr. Mélenchon, an anti-
globalisation firebrand who
has called for France to pull
out of NATO and “disobey”
EU rules, urging voters to
give his coalition a majority
and thereby force Mr. Ma-
cron to name him as prime
minister, which  would
prompt a situation called
“cohabitation.”

Mr. Wickremesinghe also
indicated he would be will-
ing to accept more financial
help from China, despite his
country’s mounting debt.

And while he acknow-
ledged that Sri Lanka’s cur-
rent predicament is “its own
making”, he said the war in
Ukraine is making it even
worse — and that dire food
shortages could continue
until 2024. He said Russia
had also offered wheat to Sri
Lanka.

Sri Lanka has amassed
$51 billion in foreign debt,
but has suspended repay-
ment of nearly $7 billion
due this year.

Russia strikes Ukraine depot;
battle for Severodonetsk rages

Its rare attack in the west of country leaves 22 injured

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KRAMATORSK

Russian forces said on Sun-
day they had struck a site in
western Ukraine storing
large amounts of weapons
supplied by the United
States and European coun-
tries, as the battle intensified
for the key eastern city of
Severodonetsk.

The strike on the town of
Chortkiv left 22 people in-
jured, the regional Governor
said. It was a rare attack in
western Ukraine, with the
east and south of the coun-
try having borne the brunt
of Russian firepower.

Meanwhile the situation
in Severodonetsk was “ex-
tremely difficult”, after the
Russian army destroyed a se-
cond bridge into the city and
was heavily bombarding the
last one, regional governor
Sergiy Gaiday said.

EU chief visits Kyiv

Away from the battlefield,
the head of the European
Commission on Saturday
promised it would provide a
clear signal by the end of
next week on Ukraine’s bid
to become a candidate to
join the European Union.

“Ukraine has achieved a
lot in the past ten years and
much still needs to be done.
Our opinion will reflect this
carefully,” Ursula von der
Leyen said after a surprise
trip to the capital Kyiv.

Despite reservations
among some member states,
EU leaders are expected to
approve the bid at a summit
later this month, although
with  strict  conditions
attached.

“The challenge will be to
come out of the (EU) council
with a united position,
which reflects the enormity
of these historic decisions,”
von der Leyen said as she
travelled back to Poland.

e = T '_' =

Clearing hurdles: Russian sappers removing mines along the
coast of Mariupol on Sunday. =arp

Ukraine’s geopolitical vul-
nerability has been laid bare
by Russia’s February 24 inva-
sion, which has killed thou-
sands, sent millions fleeing
and reduced swathes of the
country to rubble.

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said Satur-
day that it was a “decisive
time”.

“Russia wants to ruin Eu-
ropean unity, wants to leave
Europe divided and wants to
leave it weak. The entirety of
Europe is a target for Russia.
Ukraine is only the first stage
in this aggression,” he said.

The United States and EU
have sent weapons and cash
to help Ukraine fend off the
Russian advance, alongside
punishing Moscow with un-
precedented economic
sanctions.

Russia’s Defence Ministry
said the strike on Chortkiv
destroyed a “large depot of
anti-tank missile systems,
portable air defence systems
and shells provided to the
Kyiv regime by the US and
European countries”.

Regional governor Volo-
dymyr Trush said that four
missiles fired from the Black
Sea had partially destroyed a
military installation in the
town, about 140 km from the
border with Romania, on Sa-

turday evening.

Residential buildings
were also damaged and 22
people were hurt, all of
them — including seven wo-
men and a 12-year-old — ta-
ken to hospital, he said in a

Facebook post.
The cities of Severodo-
netsk and Lysychansk,

which are separated by a riv-
er, have been targeted for
weeks as the last areas still
under Ukrainian control in
the region of Lugansk.

“The situation in Severo-
donetsk is extremely diffi-
cult,” said Luhansk Gover-
nor Gaiday on Sunday,
adding that by attacking the

bridges, Russian forces
wanted to cut off the city
completely.

“Most likely, today or to-
morrow, they will throw all
reserves to capture the city
and also possibly in other di-
rections to cut and fully con-
trol the road” southwest to
Bakhmut.

Chemical plant hit
Mr. Gaiday said the Azot
chemical plant in Severodo-
netsk was being shelled,
with fighting going on
around the area.

About 800 civilians have
taken refuge in the plant’s
bunkers.
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AARATI KRISHNAN

Q. My wife and | both are 31 years old and
currently working as teachers with the State
government with a salary of ¥50,000 each in
hand. For last five years we have invested
about ¥1 lakh a year in NSC for the section
80(C) rebate. In the last year we have
started investing in mutual funds and in the
share market and found that the returns are
far better than NSC's. We are running a
recurring deposit of 5,000 each in the post
office for three years and an SIP of 2,000
each in blue chip funds for the last one year.
We have accumulated an emergency fund
equal to 3 to 4 months of expenditure. We
both have an LIC policy and a health
insurance plan and have opted for NPS. My
question is that as my NSCs will be maturing
from this year, should | invest all maturity
amount in ELSS funds or would you prescribe
any other avenue? Our main goal is to
accumulate a fund for our daughter's higher
education. She is currently a year old. We
also want to purchase a house in about 7 to
10 years' time.

SHASHWAT DIXIT

A. You already have the building blocks of a
good investment plan in place, with an
emergency fund, life and health insurance
policies, tax saving investments and both
debt and equity investments. You also seem
to have clearly mapped your goals in the
form of your daughter's education and your
home purchase. However, we do have a few
suggestions on your plan.

Try to build up a slightly larger emergency
fund equal to 6 months' expenses, as 3-4
months' expenses may be inadequate. Do
keep this invested in bank FDs that can be
broken quickly so that you can get access to
immediate cash in case of need.

Ensure that your life insurance cover rises
with your income levels. Its main purpose is
to shield your family from a financial
emergency in case of an unfortunate event
happening to you or your wife. Increase your
health insurance cover too as you both age.

In any good financial plan, it is good to
start with definite goals and also work to a
predetermined asset allocation. Asset
allocation is essentially the process of
dividing your investments between safe and
risky vehicles so that if the risky vehicle fails
you at a crucial time or is volatile, the part of
your portfolio that is in safe investments will
still keep your capital protected. Therefore,
we would not suggest investing all your
money in equity mutual funds or share
markets, because they are currently giving
better returns than NSC. In a year where the
stock market crashes or is volatile, you can
lose your principal value in shares or equity
funds. But your NSC will keep your
investments safe and continue to provide
steady returns.

For your daughter's education goal which
is more than 15 years away, you can explore a
70-30 allocation between equity funds and
debt instruments. First, use a child's
education calculator available on many
websites, to estimate how much money you
would need by the time your daughter turns
17 or 18, to fund her college education, after
adjusting for inflation. For instance, if you
think her higher education would cost 15
lakh at today's prices, this would amount to
about %47 lakh, 17 years later at 7% annual
inflation. An investment of about 10,200
per month earning a return of 9% per
annum, can take you to that goal in 17 years'
time. Now you can choose to invest about
¥7,100 a month in equity funds and about
73,100 in debt options. Instead of direct
investments in shares we suggest you invest
in index funds such as a Nifty100 Index fund
for the equity portion. For the debt portion
you can use PPF, NSC and short term debt
mutual funds that invest in high quality
bonds.

For your home purchase goal, which you
planin 7-10 years' time, you can adopt a
more conservative allocation of 50-50 in
equity and debt. Online calculators can help
you arrive at the inflation adjusted value of
your down payment.

Besides these you should also be saving
towards other goals such as your retirement,
where you should opt for a balanced asset
allocation.

Q. lam a government servant and have an

Add spice to your portfolio

Consider sector and thematic equity funds that could give your returns a leg up, but don't ignore the risks

BHAVANA ACHARYA

What can add a dash of
spice to your mutual fund
portfolio? A call on a fund
that can soar well above
your other funds, giving
your returns a good leg
up? Of course.

Sector and thematic
equity funds fit this bill. IT
funds, for example, re-
turned in excess of 100%
between 2020 and 2021!

But as tempting as re-
turns may be, sector and
thematic funds need to be
used carefully in your
portfolio. That’s because
while their return poten-
tial is high, so is their risk.
The tenets you may use for
other equity funds don’t
apply here either. Here’s
more.

Know the difference
Sector and thematic funds
form a category under
equity funds. This is a very
big umbrella that houses a
great variety of funds.
Therefore, the first step in
using these funds is to un-
derstand what type they
are, helps grasp the nature
of risk you will be taking.
The riskiest type of
fund within this category
is pure sector funds, or
funds that focus on a sin-
gle sector. This could be fi-
nancial services, IT, or
pharmaceuticals, for ex-
ample. Next come themat-
ic funds, which are broad-
er in scope than sector
funds. Thematic funds are
built to fit a particular
theme such as consump-

K. NITYA KALYANI

Nothing is as good as it
sounds, and nothing is as
bad as it sounds either, say
the wise ones. In many in-
stances, this holds good
for insurance as well, with
this financial product be-
ing particularly opaque
and misunderstood.

The product is basically
a legal contract promising
an intangible benefit at a
future date should a speci-
fied event take place. So,
the layer upon layer of
puzzlement induced by it
is only to be expected.

Fine print
It is often said in the con-
text of insurance, that the
big print giveth and the
small print taketh away.
Let us look at some of the
big and small print that is
somewhat misleading and
confounding. Here is a
term that sounds bad in in-
surance, but isn’t.

While risk is bad, in in-
surance the word refers to

tion, manufacturing, in-
frastructure and so on.

Themes comprise mul-
tiple sectors. Consump-
tion, for example, can
range from FMCG to retail-
ers to durables to paints
and so on. The final type
of fund is one that is akin
to normal diversified equi-
ty funds.

These are funds where
the theme is extremely
general, allowing them to
cover a wide variety of sec-
tors. Examples here in-
clude ESG, opportunities,
or business cycles.

Where’s the risk?
Sector and thematic funds
are the highest risk in
equity funds and choosing
them is also equally tricky.
This is where your ap-
proach to the funds will
differ from normal equity
funds. One, sec-

of market favour. Getting
into the sector at the right
time is essential to allow
you to gain those top-rung
returns. It doesn’t stop
there. You also need to ex-
it the sector at the right
time to pocket those gains.

Once a sector is no lon-
ger fancied, returns can
collapse. In other equity
funds, you don’t have to
worry about sector move-
ment and timing your in-
vestments as the fund it-
self will rotate allocations
based on potential.

Two, a buy-and-hold
long-term strategy does
not work with sector or
thematic funds. Once a
theme moves out of
market favour and
returns

cline, it is not ’)r L
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that markets pick it up
again. Returns may come
back in another market cy-
cle or may not come in at
all. Simply holding on to
the fund for years on end
will not help you recoup
lost ground. This is unlike
other equity funds where
holding through a perfor-
mance slump can pay off if
the fund course-corrects.
Three, picking sector
funds is tough. Folks tend
to be attracted by high re-
turns in a sector fund and
then invest in it. On the
contrary, that’s when the
sector has already
delivered
much of its re-
turn and may
have very little
potential left! Enter-
ing sectors and themes is
better done when returns

are down, which allows
you to ride the theme well.
And this calls for a firm
understanding of markets,
sectors, and trends.
Choosing the  wrong
themes or sectors can
weigh returns down in-
stead of spicing them up.

How to use

For all these reasons, sec-
tor or themed funds need
to be used carefully. So,
first answer the question
as to whether you need
sector funds at all, no mat-
ter how attractive the re-
turns may be!

While a theme or sector
may do very well, in some
market cycles, you can
earn strong returns even
through small-cap or mid-
cap funds. If your portfo-
lio is already well-diversi-

fied and you do not have
market knowledge or ad-
visers to identify the right
sector at the right time,
skip sector funds.

Also forgo these funds if
your portfolio size is small-
er. The usual mix of funds
spanning market cap seg-
ments and investment
styles provide sufficient di-
versification and return
potential. More, wrong
sector calls can hurt much
more when your portfolio
is smaller.

Otherwise, there are
two ways to include the-
matic or sector funds. One
is to simply improve port-
folio diversification.

Here, look for broad
thematic funds that pick
stocks in a manner that
your other funds may not
— such as ESG, or oppor-
tunities, or MNC. Such an

suit moderate

risk inves-
tors  or
those

approach may

POLICY JARGON

Technical terms in insurance often say one thing, but mean something different

something that is covered.
So that is good, right?

A life policy covers the
risk of dying too soon, a
pension policy covers the
risk of living too long. Fire
policies cover fire and al-
lied perils, while hospitali-
sation policies cover the
costs of hospitalisation.
Since insurance presents
the solution to managing
risk, it has a positive
connotation.

‘All-risk’ policy

Here is a related term that
sounds good, but doesn’t
add up in practice.

The all-risk policy, typi-
cally covering construc-
tion and also fire and al-
lied perils for large
industrial projects, has a
misleading name. Its
breadth of cover is that it
includes those risks not
specifically excluded in
the contract and, by that
logic, standard exclusions
like ‘act of god’ (an unfore-
seen catastrophe like
flood, earthquake or

storm which can’t be pre-
vented or controlled by
human beings), war or nu-
clear explosion are not
part of the coverage and
so, no, it does not cover
everything under the sun,
which is what we wish all
insurance policies would
do!

Communication is eve-
rything, as is presenta-

tion, and insurers have
been trying to replace this
term that puts the cover-
age in context. Alternative
terms being used include
multiple peril (meaning
not all) and multiple phys-
ical risks (meaning not lia-
bility).

Easier said than done,
because when it comes to
a legal conflict, it is the la-

wyers and judges who
have to be convinced.

Comprehensive policy

No. This one doesn’t cover
everything under the sun
either! Take your motor
comprehensive policy. It
means it’s a combination
of the statutory third-par-
ty liability cover and the
optional own damage cov-

Conditions apply: It is often said in the context of insurance, that the big print giveth
and the small print taketh away. =GetTy IMAGES/IsTOCKPHOTO

er. While the former is a
complete cover as re-
quired by the Motor Vehi-
cles Act, 1988, the latter
covers damage or loss of
your car due to fire, floods
and related perils, and al-
so theft.

The bottom line is, if
you do prefer a claim, will
you get the full value of the
damaged vehicle or dam-
aged parts? Shouldn’t that
be the meaning of com-
prehensive? No. Deprecia-
tion will apply and cost of
rubber parts are not partly
or fully covered. The silver
lining is that you can cover
these by paying additional
premium, but obviously
not after, an accident.

‘Not comprehensive’
Many policies have a com-
pulsory deductible, a flat
sum or percentage of each
claim that you should pay
out of your pocket. Decid-
edly not comprehensive!
Check your motor poli-
cy and you will find the
sum insured is called In-

who don’t have in-depth
market knowledge.

The other is to focus on
specific sectors and nar-
rower themes in order to
cash in on outsized re-
turns. This calls for a very
hands-on approach,
where you will need to
churn the sector funds
based on opportunities.

Since this involves very
high risk, it is best that the
rest of your portfolio is in
more moderate risk funds.
You also need to be a sea-
soned investor in order to
adopt this approach.

In general, though,
don’t go overboard on sec-
tor funds. The bulk of your
portfolio should be to-
wards diversified equity
and debt funds. Measured
allocations to sector funds
will both help boost re-
turns and keep a lid on
risks.

When you pick funds,
don’t chase only those
with high recent 1-year re-
turns, but consider the full
list of funds. This is why
knowing which theme can
find market favour is im-
portant! Look at fund
portfolios to know their
approach to the sector and
which help you under-
stand if it’s well-placed to
ride the theme.

A long track record is
not an essential, but
where you do have fund
history, use it to know how
the fund delivered during
an upswing and how it
manages over time.

(The writer is co-foun-
der, Primelnvestor.in)

‘Comprehensive’ policy, an oxymoron in insurance parlance?

sured Declared Value
(DV). In other words, the
value for which your vehi-
cle is insured is agreed
upon at the time of insu-
rance.

It may indicate that the
value was declared by
you, the insured, but in
reality, the insurance com-
pany tells you the value of
the model and make of
your vehicle from a depre-
ciation chart it has.

Even then, at the time
of a claim, further depre-
ciation for that year or
part of the year will be ap-
plied and you will rarely
get the full insured value
of the whole car in case of
a total loss or damaged
parts in case of damage.

So, the IDV is only the
maximum value payable
and depreciation goes on
ticking, somewhat like the
writing hand that keeps
moving on.

(The writer is a business
journalist specialising in
insurance & corporate his-
tory)

NPS tier 1account as per government norms.
What are your comments on opening a tier 2 PERSONAL LOAN - RATES AND CHARGES NEW CAR LOAN-RATES AND CHARGES
account? Is it a safer option when compared
with other investments options like mutual 1 (Re) 1 (Re) ) EMI (Rs) .
funds, FDs or post office RDs? o 0an amoun Processing fee
p Interest rate  Loan amount Loanamount  Processing fee Name of Lender Interest rate (%) 5 lakh o
AJIN KRISHNAN Name of Lender (% of loan amount)
(%) 5 lakh 1 lakh (% of loan amount) Tenure-5 years
A. The main difference between NPS tier 1 Tenure - 5years Tenure - 5 years . .
and tier 2 accounts is that while the tier 1 Union Bank of India 7.20-8.40 9,948-10,234 Rs. 1,000
account is a mandatory account for your HDFC Bank 10.50 onwards 10,747 onwards 2,149 onwards  Upto 2.5% Punjab National Bank 7.55-8.35 10,031-10,222 0.25% (Rs 1,000-1,500)
i i i i Max Rs 25,000
retirement savings, tier 2 is wholly voluntary. (MaxRs ) Bank of Baroda 7.90-1120  10,114-10,921 0.50% (Rs 2,500-Rs 10,000)
Tier 1 account investments are also eligible . .
for section 80C benefits while the tier 2 Citibank 9.99-16.49 10,621-12,290  2,124-2,458  Upto 3% Canara Bank 7.70-10.30 10,067-10,697 0.25% (Rs 1,000-5,000)
account offers no tax breaks. However, the - " ;
- o e ' Bank of India 7.25-8.95 9,960-10,367 waived off till 30th June 2022
withdrawal restrictions that apply to the tier ICICI Bank 10.50 onwards 10,747 onwards 2,149 onwards Upto 2.50%
! i State Bank of India* 7.25-8.15 9,960-10,174 NIL
Lacmun.t d°”tt a%plYttr?dthe t":r 2 act.c"“”t{c Bank of Baroda 9.15-16.50 10,2416-12,292  2,083-2,458 2% (Min Rs 1,000 and ate banicotindia
ou can Invest and withdraw at any time o Max Rs 10,000) Bank of Maharashtras* 7.20-10.70 9,948-10,797 waived off till 30th June 2022
your choice like with mutual funds. Your )
investments in NPS tier 2 go into market Bank of India 9.75-12.75 10.562-11 313 2112-2.263 Upto 1% Indian Overseas Bank 7.55 10,031 0.5%-0.6% (RS 500-Rs 10,000)
instruments of your choice like equity shares, (Rs 750-Rs 5,000) ICICI Bank 7.35-8.50 9,983-10,258 Rs 5,500-Rs 8,500
corporate bonds and government securities. R
So, unlike your FD or post office schemes, Canara Bank 10.60-14.30 10,772-11,712  2,154-2,342  Upto 1% HDFC Bank 7.95-8.30 10,126-10,210  0.5% (Rs 3,500-Rs 8,000)
){Olur I?\r/]estnjent Wlll.';':elsubectt_to mar(ﬁt 0 Karnataka Bank 8.19-10.24 10,184-10,683 0.5% (Rs 2,500-Rs 10,000)
risks. I'nere Is no capital protection and bo Punjab National Bank 8.80-15.35 10,331-11,987 2,066-2,397 Upto 1% .
your returns and principal value can fluctuate Dhanlaxmi Bank 8.10-9.20 10,162-10,428 Upto1.25%
over the years. You should.conside.r NPS tier Federal Bank 10.49-17.99 10,744-12,694  2,149-2,539  Upto3% Federal Bank 9.40 10,477 Rs2,000 - Rs 4,500
2 if you are comfortable with volatile returns )
in the short run to invest towards long-term Bajaj Finserv 13.00 onwards 11,377 onwards 2,275 onwards  Upto 4% Axis Bank 7.85-14.50 10,102-11,764 Rs 3,500-Rs 5,500
goals that are 10 plus years away. ) . South Indian Bank 9.55-11.00 10,513-10,871 1% (Max: Rs. 10,000)
Punjab & Sind Bank 9.90-11.90 10,599-11,097 2,,120-2,219  Upto 1%
City Union Bank 12.25-12.75 11,185-11,313 1% (Min: Rs 250)
South Indian Bank 10.75-18.50 10,809-12,833 2,162-2,567 Up to 2% ; ; o : ;

Readers can e-mail queries on personal finance *Further |.nterest rate conce55|.on of 0.2(.)/0- on purchase of electric vehicle(Green Car Loan)

and investing to the moneywise@thehindu.co.in UCO Bank 10.95-11.20 10,859-10,921 2,172-2,184  Upto 1% *#%0.25% interest rate concession for existing housing loan borrowers and

ID. The experts on personal finance will answer corporate salary account holder.

select queries. Moneywise will not give specific Indian Overseas Bank 10.00-11.00 10,623-10,871 2,124-2174  Upto0.75% 0.05% concession on interest rate to women & armed forces personnel subject

recommendations for investment in a particular to minimum floor ceiling of RLLR

mutual fund scheme, share or fixed deposit. Karnataka Bank 12.00-17.00 11,122-12,426 2,224-2,485 Up to 2% (Max Rs 8,500) -

Rates and charges as on June 9 Source: Paisabazaar.com
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India wilts under the Klaasen blitz on a tricky wicket

The South African, in the company of Bavuma, resurrects the innings from a precarious 29 for three before launching into the host attack

SA IN INDIA

Y.B. SARANGI
CUTTACK
Wicketkeeper-batter Hein-
rich Klaasen excelled on a
tricky pitch in humid condi-
tions to make his career-best
score and take South Africa
to a four-wicket victory in the
second T20I against India at
the Barabati Stadium on
Sunday.

Klaasen, who replaced the
injured Quinton de Kock,
hammered a 46-ball 81 with
seven fours and five mighty
sixes as South Africa reco-
vered from 29 for three to
chase down 149 with 10 balls
to spare and take a 2-0 lead
in the series.

Tight spot
After restricting India to 148
for six, South Africa found it-
self in a tight spot.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar
mixed his superb skills with
immaculate precision to
bowl three of the first six ov-
ers and claimed three top-or-
der wickets to leave the visi-
tors in big trouble in the
PowerPlay.

The experienced Bhuv-
neshwar moved the ball both

ways and bowled Reeza Hen-
dricks with an incoming de-
livery in the first over.

His slower delivery forced
pinch-hitter Dwaine Pretori-
us to mistime a skier to deep
mid-wicket in his second ov-
er. Bhuvneshwar then
changed ends to breach Ras-
sie van der Dussen’s defence
in his third over.

South Africa skipper Tem-
ba Bavuma (35, 30b, 4x4,
1x6) took some calculated
risks to break the shackles.

Klaasen, known for tor-
menting India in the past, re-
lied on his clean-hitting and
smart shot selection to revive
the innings with Bavuma. He
punished Hardik Pandya and
Axar Patel as 13 runs came in
the 11th over and 19 in the
12th.

Yuzvendra Chahal broke
the 64-run stand when Bavu-
ma failed to connect a pull
shot. However, the well-built
Klaasen continued to un-
leash his strokes and took his
team close to the target be-
fore holing out off Harshal
Patel.

Earlier, the South African
bowlers adapted to the con-
ditions well and executed
their plan to perfection.

[PL media rights: BCCI
assured of a revenue
over 343,000 crore

AMOL KARHADKAR
BENGALURU

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) is set
to be richer than at least
%43,050 crore through me-
dia rights for the Indian Pre-
mier League’s (IPL) media
rights for the next five
editions.

At the end of the first day’s
proceedings of the IPL me-
dia rights e-auction, the last
bid for TV and digital rights
package for India stood at
57 crore and 48 crore per
game, respectively. With the
next IPL rights cycle set to
feature 410 games, the as-
sured revenue has already
crossed 343,000-crore.

The two categories will

continue for another round
on Monday. Once each of the
two categories has a winner,
the TV rights for rest of the
world and non-exclusive dig-
ital rights will be bid for.

While the BCCI will not is-
sue a formal statement until
all the proceedings con-
clude, multiple sources con-
firmed The Hindu that the
“four major major” players
continued to persist with
loosening their purses dur-
ing the seven-hour proceed-
ings on day one. The major
contenders are Disney, Via-
com 18, Zee and Sony Group.

For the five-year cycle bet-
ween 2018 and 2022, each
IPL game fetched the BCCI
354.5 per game.

b Y

Calling the shots: Klaasen's 46-ball 81 decisively swung the match South Africa's way.

= BISWARANJAN ROUT

They bowled as a unit and
mixed the length and pace
nicely. India lost opener Rut-
uraj Gaikwad to Kagiso Raba-
da in the first over.

Ishan Kishan (34, 21b, 2x4,

3x6) continued his good
form, contributing 29 predo-
minantly through sixes off
pulls, as India made 42 in the
PowerPlay.

Kishan, who was dropped

on 28, could not build on his
start as he pulled a short ball
from Anrich Nortje to deep
mid-wicket. Though Pant
and vice-captain Hardik fell
cheaply, Shreyas Iyer (40,

SCOREBOARD

INDIA
Ruturaj Gaikwad ¢ Maharaj b Ra-
bada 1 (4b), Ishan Kishan c van
der Dussen b Nortje 34 (21b,
2x4, 3x6), Shreyas lyer c Klaasen
b Pretorius 40 (35b, 2x4, 2x6),
Rishabh Pant c van der Dussen b
Maharaj 5 (7b), Hardik Pandya b
Parnell 9 (12b, 1x4), Axar Patel b
Nortje 10 (711b, 1x4), Dinesh
Karthik (not out) 30 (21b, 2x4,
2x6), Harshal Patel (not out) 12
(9b, 2x4); Extras: (lb-1, w-6): 7;
Total (for six wkts. in 20 overs):
148.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-3 (Ruturaj, 0.5 ov), 2-48
(Kishan, 6.4), 3-68 (Pant, 9.1),
4-90 (Hardik, 12.4), 5-98
(Shreyas, 13.5), 6-112 (Axar,
16.6).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING
Rabada 4-0-15-1, Parnell 4-0-
23-1, Nortje 4-0-36-2, Pretorius
4-0-40-1, Shamsi 2-0-21-0, Ma-
haraj 2-0-12-1.

SOUTH AFRICA
Temba Bavuma b Chahal 35
(30b, 4x4, 1x6), Reeza

Hendricks b Bhuvneshwar 4 (3b,

35b, 2x4, 2x6) worked the
ball around and kept the sco-
reboard ticking before he
was dismissed by Pretorius.
The experienced finisher,
Dinesh Karthik (30 n.o., 21b,

Pope, Root hit tons as England returns favour
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Driving force: Pope essays an elegant shot in England's
fitting riposte to the Kiwis' big total. =ceTTy ImAGES

Belgium exacts revenge with thrilling win

The host registers a 3-2 victory against India a day after the shootout heartbreak

FIH PRO LEAGUE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ANTWERP (BELGIUM)
Alexander Hendrickx struck
a brace as Belgium notched
up a thrilling 3-2 victory over
India in the second match of
the two-leg FIH Pro Hockey
League on Sunday.

Hendrickx (49th & 59th)
produced two goals in the
fourth quarter, adding to the
33rd-minute goal from Nico-
las de Kerpel, as the Olympic
champion fought back from
a 0-1 deficit to get the better
off India.

Abhishek had put India
ahead in the 25th minute.

Trailing 1-3, India almost
pulled off a heist when Man-
deep Singh swept past the

IN BRIEF

Shadab powers Pakistan
to 269 in final ODI

MULTAN

Shadab Khan smashed a
career-best 86 to lift Pakistan
to 269 for nine after West
Indies' Nicholas Pooran
grabbed four wickets in the
third and final ODI on Sunday.
Pooran turned his arm over
for only the second time in his
43-match ODI career to take
four for 48.

The scores: Pakistan 269/9 in
50 overs (Imam-ul-Haq 62,
Shadab Khan 86, Nicholas
Egoran 4/48) vs West Indies.

Afghanistan wins series
HARARE

Najibullah Zadran and
Mohammad Nabi starred in
Afghanistan's 21-run win over
Zimbabwe in the second T20I
on Sunday.

The scores: Afghanistan
170/5 in 20 overs (Najibullah
Zadran 57, Mohammad Nabi
43 n.o.) bt Zimbabwe 149/7
in 20 overs (Innocent Kaia 54,
Tadiwanashe Marumani 30,
Sikandar Raza 41). arp
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Stalled: The Indians tried their best but came up short in the
second match against Belgium on Sunday. =rin

Belgium goalkeeper to re-
duce the margin.

With just seconds left on
the clock, Vivek produced a
sensational hit but it went

Aishwarya causes a flutter with a giant leap

T il

ATHLETICS

K. KEERTHIVASAN
CHENNAI

B. Aishwarya surprised the
women’s long jump qualify-
ing field with a giant leap of
6.73m, a new meet record
and well clear of the Com-
monwealth Games mark of
6.50m, at the 61st SNJ Na-
tional inter-State athletics
meet on Sunday.

The 24-year-old Aish-
warya’s effort was the se-
cond best by an Indian wo-
man after Anju Bobby
George’s 6.83m at the 2004
Athens Olympics. The old
meet record was held by
Mayookha Johny (6.03m,
Bengaluru, 2018).

In women’s 100m hur-
dles, C. Kanimozhi was ex-
pected to trail the in-form
Jyothi Yarraji, but sprinted
ahead of the National record-
holder to script a remarkable

»

off-target as another thrilling
contest came to an end.

The win helped Belgium
climb to the second spot
while India was third.

The Indian women suf-
fered a 0-5 loss to Belgium in
the second leg.

Barbara Nelen (2), Char-
lotte Englebert (4), Abi Raye
(19), Stephanie Vanden
Borre (23) and Ambre Bal-
lenghein (36) scored for the
hosts.

Argentina is champion
Argentina was crowned the
women’s champion after In-
dia’s 12 loss to Belgium on
Saturday.

The results:

Men: India 2 (Abhishek 25,
Manpreet 60) lost to Belgium 3
(de Kerpel 33, Hendrickx 49 &
59).

Women: India O lost to Belgium
5 (Nelen 2, Englebert 4, Raye
19, Borre 23, Ballenghein 36).

NZ IN ENGLAND

REUTERS
NOTTINGHAM

Joe Root scored his fastest
Test century while Ollie
Pope struck a superb 145, as
England launched a stirring
fightback to reach 473 for
five at the close of play on
the third day of the second
Test against New Zealand on
Sunday.

Batting beauty
Resuming on 90 for one in
the morning after the tour-
ing side had posted a mas-
sive first-innings total of 553,
England excelled on a good
batting wicket at a sunny
Trent Bridge to trail by 80
when stumps were drawn.
Root was unbeaten on 163
with Ben Foakes not out on
24 after being handed a life-

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand — 1st innings:
553.

England — 1st innings: Alex
Lees ¢ Mitchell b Henry 67, Zak
Crawley c Blundell b Boult 4,
Ollie Pope c Henry b Boult 145,
Joe Root (batting) 163, Jonny
Bairstow c Blundell b Boult 8,
Ben Stokes c Boult b Bracewell
46, Ben Foakes (batting) 24; Ex-
tras (b-12, Lb-3, w-1): 16 ; Total
(for five wkts. in 114 overs): 473.
Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-147, 3-
334, 4-344, 5-405.

New Zealand bowling: Southee
28-1-119-0, Boult 26.3-5-89-3,
Henry 27-5-128-1, Jamieson
16.3-3-66-0, Bracewell 14-2-
48-1, Mitchell 2-0-8-0.

line through a dropped
catch. Pope, also put down
early on in his innings on Sa-
turday, looked in sublime
form for most of the day as
he hit his second Test ton.

1x4), Dwaine Pretorius c Avesh b
Bhuvneshwar 4 (5b, 1x4), Rassie
van der Dussen b Bhuvneshwar 1
(7b), Heinrich Klaasen c sub
(Bishnoi) b Harshal 81 (46b, 7x4,
5x6), David Miller (not out) 20
(15b, 1x4, 1x6), Wayne Parnell b
Bhuvneshwar 1 (4b), Kagiso Ra-
bada (not out) O (0Ob); Extras
(Ib-1, w-2): 3; Total (for six wkts.
in 18.2 overs): 149.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-5 (Hendricks, 0.6), 2-13 (Pre-
torius, 2.5), 3-29 (van der
Dussen, 5.3), 4-93 (Bavuma,
12.2), 5-144 (Klaasen, 16.6), 6-
147 (Parnell, 17.6).

INDIA BOWLING
Bhuvneshwar 4-0-13-4, Avesh
3-0-17-0, Hardik 3-0-31-0,
Chahal 4-0-49-1, Harshal 3-0-
17-1, Axar 1-0-19-0, Shreyas
0.2-0-2-0.

Toss: South Africa.

South Africa won by four
wkts. with 10 balls to spare and
took a 2-0 lead in five-match
series.

Third T20l: June 14, Vi-
sakhapatnam, 7 p.m.

2x4, 2x6), clubbed Nortje for
two fours in the 19th over
and Pretorius for two sixes in
the final over which pro-
duced 18. It wasn’t enough
once Klaasen got into the act.

- Avani clinches
- second gold

.4
Avani... striking gold
agairl. = FILE PHOTO: K.R. DEEPAK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Young Paralympic cham-
pion Avani Lekhara conti-
nued her rich vein of form
to clinch her second gold
medal at the ongoing Cha-
teauroux 2022 World
Shooting Para Sport World
Cup in France on Saturday.
Lekhara shot 458.3 in
the R8 - Women’s 50m Rifle
3 Positions SH1 finals to
take the gold ahead of ex-
perienced Paralympic stars
Veronica Vadovicova
(456.6) of Slovakia and
Sweden’s Anna Normann
(441.9). Vadovicova and
Normann took the silver
and bronze respectively.

Meeting of legends: Icons of two eras and former India
captains Bishan Singh Bedi and Rahul Dravid met up recently
at the former's residence in New Delhi. =courTesy TwiTTER

Verstappen pulls ahead with fifth victory

Perez takes second spot; Leclerc done in by engine failure

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BAKU

Max Verstappen extended
his lead by winning the Azer-
baijan Grand Prix on Sunday
after Charles Leclerc retired
from the lead with an engine
failure.

Leclerc started from pole
but immediately lost the lead
to Sergio Perez, Verstappen’s
Red Bull teammate, in the
first corner. The Ferrari driv-
er regained the lead with a
smart strategy call to pit un-
der “virtual safety car”
speed restrictions while the
two Red Bull cars stayed out.

Leclerc seemed poised to
challenge for the win, but
the Monaco driver’s car
started spewing smoke on
lap 20 of 51 and he had to

win. The TN girl won in
13.62s while the AP girl
tripped over the final hurdle
before finishing seventh.

e TmE——

Shock and awe: Kanimozhi races to the finish line even as Jyothi stumbles. =veLANKANNIRAJ

The results: Men: 110m: 1.
Siddhanth Thingalaya (Kar)
13.93s, 2. J. Surendhar (TN)
14.18, 3. Tarundeep Singh Bha-

tia (Pun) 14.21; 3000m stee-
plechase: 1. Balakishan (Har)
8:42.34, 2. Rohit Verma (Har)
8:46.43, 3. Rakesh Kumar Swa-

moment. =GETTY IMAGES

pull into the pits. It was his
second retirement in three
races. “It hurts. We really
need to look into that for it to
not happen again. I don’t
really find the right words to

mi (Raj) 8:46.64; High jump: 1.
Sarvesh Kushare (Mah) 2.24m,
2. Jesse Sandesh (Kar) 2.21, 3.
Bharathi Viswanathan (TN)
2.18; Shot put: 1. Tajinder Pal
Singh Toor (Pun) 20.34m, 2. Ka-
ranveer Singh (Pun) 19.07, 3.
Akshay (Raj) 18.31; 4x100m re-
lay: Tamil Nadu (Tamil Arasu, A.
Vignesh, K. Ellakyiadasan, B. Si-
vakumar) 39.88s (NMR) (OMR:
TN, 40.22, Guwabhati, 2018), 2.
Punjab (Narinder Singh, Love-
preet Singh, Bikrant Singh, Ha-
rit Singh) 40.46, 3. Maharashtra
(A. Annappa Shetty, Rahul Ra-
mesh Kadam, K. Pandurang
Bhosale, Jay Shah) 40.88.

Women:

100mH: 1. C. Kanimozhi (TN)
13.62s, 2. Moumita Mondal
(WB) 13.86, 3. P.M. Thabitha
(TN) 14.09; 3000m steeple-
chase: 1. Parul Choudhary (UP)
9:42.16s, 2. Sudha Singh (UP)
10:05.72, 3. Komal Chandraka
Jagadale (Mah) 10:07.57; Jave-
lin: 1. Annu Rani (UP) 60.97s, 2.
Shilpa Rani (Har) 59.01, 3. San-
jana Choudhary (Raj) 50.14.
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Pleased as punch: Verstappen soaks in the triumphant

describe...,” Leclerc said.
Verstappen had passed
Perez shortly before Le-
clerc’s failure and the reign-
ing F1 champion cruised to
his fifth win of the season.

THE RESULTS

1. Verstappen (Red Bull)
1:34:05.941; 2. Perez (Red Bull)
20.823; 3. George Russell (Mer-
cedes) 45.995; 4. Hamilton
(Mercedes) 1:11.679; 5. Pierre
Gasly (AlphaTauri) 1:17.299; 6.
Vettel (Aston Martin); 1:24.099;
7. Alonso (Alpine) 1:28.596; 8.
Ricciardo (McLaren) 1:32.207; 9.
Norris (McLaren) 1:32.556; 10.
Ocon (Alpine) 1:48.184; +1 lap:
Bottas (Alfa Romeo); Albon (Wil-
liams); 13. Tsunoda (AlphaTauri);
14. Schumacher (Haas); 15. Latifi
(Williams); 16. Stroll (Aston Mar-
tin); DNF: Magnussen (Haas);
Guanyu (Alfa Romeo); Leclerc
(Ferrari); Sainz (Ferrari).
Standings (top-5): Drivers: 1.
Verstappen 150; 2. Perez 129; 3.
Leclerc 116; 4. Russell 99; 5.
Sainz 83.

Constructors: 1. Red Bull 279; 2.
Ferrari 199; 3. Mercedes 161; 4.
McLaren 65; 5. Alpine 47.

Peru starts favourite

Australia has knowledge of conditions

AASHIN PRASAD

AL RAYYAN (QATAR)

Australia takes on Peru in a
high-stakes inter-confedera-
tion playoff final clash at the
Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium here
on Monday. Both Peru and
Australia are taking the
playoft route for a second
World Cup qualification
campaign, but this time on-
ly one can go through.

It will just be the second
meeting between the two
sides — Peru beat Australia
2-0 in the group stage of the
2018 World Cup.

Peru has a well-settled
unit under Ricardo Gareca
and will head into the con-
test favourites to make it a
second successive finals ap-
pearance, while a transi-
tional Australian side risks
not making the World Cup
for the first time since the

»

Peru's coach Gareca. =arp

2006 edition. The Socce-
roos will be banking on the
advantage of having played
in Qatar in recent times;
three World Cup qualifiers
since 2021 and have acclima-
tised to the conditions for
well over two weeks. Peru,
meanwhile, will be playing
in Qatar for the first time.

(The writer is in Qatar at
the invitation of the Su-
preme Committee for Deliv-
ery & Legacy)
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Riddi and Aditi Swami
bag archery gold

LIVE TELECAST

KIYG 2022: Star Sports 2 (SD
& HD) & Hotstar, 9.30 a.m.

England vs New Zealand:
2nd Test, day 4, Sony Ten 2
(SD & HD) & Sony LIV, 3.30

.m.
EIEFA Nations League: Sony
Ten 1 (SD & HD) & Sony LIV,
7.30 p.m., 9.30 p.m.; Sony
Ten 2 (SD & HD) & Sony LIV,
12.30 a.m. (Tuesday)

IN BRIEF

Five in a row for Toyota
at Le Mans 24 Hour Race
LE MANS (FRANCE)

Sebastien Buemi, Ryo
Hirakawa and Brendon
Hartley ensured Japanese
manufacturer Toyota notched
up a fifth successive victory
in the Le Mans 24 Hour Race
on Sunday. The winning
drivers completed 380 laps
in the classic endurance race.
It represented a fourth win
for Swiss driver Buemi, a
third for New Zealander
Hartley and a maiden win for
rookie Hirakawa of Japan. arp

Schwartzel wins LIV
series opener

ST. ALBANS (UK)

Charl Schwartzel won the
inaugural event in the
Saudi-funded rebel LIV Golf
series on Saturday as Patrick
Reed became the latest
big-name player to sign up.
South Africa's Schwartzel
carded a final round 72 at the
Centurion Club outside
London to finish seven under
par and a shot clear of
igpmpatriot Hennie du Plessis.

Two silver for

Indian lifters

NEW DELHI

India's Akansha Kishor
Vyavhare won the silver
medal in 40kg category while
Vijay Prajapati finished
second in 49kg in 2022 IWF
Youth World Weightlifting
Championships for men and
women in Leon, Mexico.

The two silver medals were
won on Saturday, the opening
day of the event.

Akansha lifted a total of
127kg (59kg + 68kg), while
Vijay managed to lift 175kg
(78kg + 97kg). 11

Axelsen and

Chen Yufei triumph
JAKARTA

Danish badminton ace Viktor
Axelsen, in pic, clinched the
men's singles title at the
Indonesia Masters on Sunday,
beating Taiwan's Chou
Tien-chen 21-10, 21-12. In the
women's singles, China's Chen
Yufei overcame Thailand's
Ratchanok Intanon 21-16,
18-21, 21-15. arp
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Grand 17: Chhetri capped his milestone year in active duty

with a goal against Afghanistan on Saturday. =riLe PHOTO

Chhetri backs India against Hong Kong

Two wins in front of home crowd have the hosts buzzing

ASIAN CUP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA

With its tails up after two
successive wins in front of a
strong home crowd, India
captain Sunil Chhetri has
backed his team to beat
Honk Kong in the last quali-
fying game and secure a
berth in next year’s AFC
Asian Cup.

India prevailed over Af-
ghanistan 2-1 in a thrilling
match on Saturday evening.
The day coincided with talis-
manic skipper Chhetri com-
pleting 17 years in interna-
tional football.

“It feels great to celebrate
my 17th year in international
football in this fashion. I felt
that maybe we will be split-
ting the points after Afghan-
istan equalised. But the boys

Jeevan and Balaji win Challenger title

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
NEW DELHI

Sriram Balaji and Jeevan Ne-
dunchezhiyan beat Vladys-
lav Manafov and Oleg Pri-
hodko of Ukraine 7-6(6), 6-4
in the doubles final of the
€67,960 Challenger tennis
tournament in Bratislava.

The champion team col-
lected 90 ATP points and
€3,950, and the runner-up,
55 points and €2,350.

It was the first Challenger
title together as a pair for Ba-
laji and Jeevan. Balaji has
eight Challenger doubles tit-
les, while Jeevan has won 10
Challenger titles apart from
the tour title with Rohan
Bopanna.

In the $15,000 ITF event
in San Diego, Siddhant Ban-
thia in partnership with Yuta
Kikuchi of Japan lost the
doubles final 9-11 in the sup-
er tie-break against the

WiNNings. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

fourth seeds Jacob Brumm
and Tadeas Paroulek.

The results:

€67,960 Challenger, Bratisla-
va, Slovakia: Doubles: Final:
Sriram Balaji & Jeevan Nedun-
chezhiyan bt Vladyslav Mana-

All smiles: Jeevan ad Sriram Balaji with their Bratislava

fov & Oleg Prihodko (ukr) 7-6
(6), 6-4.

$15,000 ITF men, San Diego:
Doubles: Final: Jacob Brumm
(US) & Tadeas Paroulek (Cze) bt
Yuta Kikuchi (Jpn) & Siddhant
Banthia 0-6, 6-2, [11-9].

Forest Flame claims main event

BENGALURU: S. Attaollahi-trained
Forest Flame (Sandesh up), won
the Krishnaraja Wadiyar Cup, the
chief event of the races held here
on Sunday (June 12). The winner
is owned by Poonawalla Racing &
Breeding Pvt. Ltd. rep. by Mrs.
Behroze Z. Poonawalla, Mrs. Si-
mone Poonawalla Pandole & Mrs.
Deina Z. Poonawalla, Mr. Mukul
A. Sonawala, M/s. DT Racing &
Breeding LLP rep. by Mr. D.R.
Thacker and Mr. Chaduranga
Kantharaj Urs. Jockey Akshay Ku-
mar won three races for the day.
THE RESULTS:

1. ICH DIEN PLATE (Div. II),
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 4-y-0 &
over: DIVINE BLESSINGS (S. John)
1, The Adviser (J.H. Arul) 2, Sling
Shot (Vinod S) 3 and Ansaldo
(Hindu S) 4. 1/2, 1-1/2 and 1. 1m
14.79s. %15 (W), 12, 14 and 56 (p),
SHP: 32, THP: 91, FP: 39, Q: 32,
Trinella: 500 and 436, Exacta:
2,173 and 466. Favourite: Divine
Blessings.

Owner: Mr. Dr. Suresh
Chintamaneni. Trainer: Arjun
Mangalorkar.

2. KRANJI PLATE (1,800m), rated
00 to 25: SHUBANKAR (Akshay K)
1, Mrs Thatcher (Sandesh) 2, Su-
per Ruffian (Nikhil N) 3 and Rus-
sian Romance (C.S. Jodha) 4. 1-1/2,
1-1/2 and 1-3/4. 1m 54.09s. 338 (W),
17 and 27 (p), SHP: 39, THP: 40,
FP: 157, Q: 67, Trinella: 284 and
138, Exacta: 444 and 207. Favour-
ite: Super Ruffian.

Owner: Mr. Laksh Bhatia.
Trainer: Warren Singh.

3. MAYOR’S CUP (1,400m), rated
60 to 85: ALL ATTRACTIVE (Ak-
shay K) 1, Enid Blyton (A.
Prakash) 2, Presidential (P.S.
Chouhan) 3 and Whizzo (Ashhad
A) 4. 6-1/4, 2-1/2 and 2-1/4. 1m
24.45s. 320 (w), 12, 36 and 13 (p),
SHP: 144, THP: 54, FP: 551, Q:
369, Trinella: 660 and 186, Ex-
acta: 10,820 and 9,275. Favourite:
All Attractive.

Owner: M/s. Kunal Gupta Stud
Farm LLP. Trainer: V. Lokanath.
4. KRISHNARAJA WADIYAR CUP
(1,600m), 4-y-0 & over: FOREST
FLAME (Sandesh) 1, Giant Star
(C.S. Jodha) 2, A Star Is Born
(Suraj) 3 and Miracle (P.S.
Chouhan) 4. 6-1/2, 1/2 and 1-3/4.
1m 36.03s. 325 (w), 15 and 52 (p),
SHP: 73, THP: 31, FP: 274, Q: 188,
Trinella: 501 and 113, Exacta: 947
and 380. Favourite: Forest Flame.
Owners: Poonawalla Racing &
Breeding Pvt. Ltd. rep. by Mrs.
Behroze Z. Poonawalla, Mrs. Si-
mone Poonawalla Pandole & Mrs.
Deina Z. Poonawalla, Mr. Mukul
A. Sonawala, M/s. DT Racing &
Breeding LLP rep. by Mr. D.R.
Thacker and Mr. Chaduranga
Kantharaj Urs. Trainer: S.
Attaollahi.

5. PRINCE KHARTOUM PLATE
(1,200m), maiden 3-y-o only,
(Terms): ARTEMIS  IGNACIA
(Sandesh) 1, Royal Glory (Trevor)
2, Chinky Pinky (Richard Oliver) 3

and Domingo (Dashrath) 4. 1-3/4,
5-3/4 and Ink. 1m 13.24s. 3124 (W),
31, 14 and 14 (p), SHP: 37, THP: 51,
FP: 223, Q: 164, Trinella: 767 and
333, Exacta: 6,448 and 4,342. Fa-
vourite: Royal Glory. Owners: Mr.
Balasubramanya R & Mr. Lohith
Anand. Trainer: Neil Darashah.

6. ROYAL COMMAND PLATE
(1,600m), rated 20 to 45, 4-y-0 &
over: SCRIBBLING HOPPER (Ak-
shay K) 1, Measure Of Time (T.S.
Jodha) 2, Tyto Alba (Rajesh K) 3
and Another Rainbow
(Raghuveer S) 4. 3-3/4, 3/4 and
3/4.1m 38.39s. 320 (w), 11, 21 and
18 (p), SHP: 49, THP: 47, FP: 107,
Q: 49, Trinella: 462 and 262, Ex-
acta: 1,448 and 543. Favourite:
Scribbling Hopper. Owners: Mrs.
Gaja Manoj & Mr. K. Manoj Ku-
mar. Trainer: Prasanna Kumar.

7. ICH DIEN PLATE (Div. I),
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 4-y-0 &
over: MILLBROOK (S. John) 1, Ten-
ali (Suraj) 2, Clever Hans (Akshay
K) 3 and Impeccable (Nikhil N) 4.
3/4, Shd and 3-3/4. Im 14.05s. 336
(w), 15, 13 and 15 (p), SHP: 40,
THP: 51, FP: 128, Q: 47, Trinella:
183 and 97, Exacta: 1,782 and
1,019. Favourite: Clever Hans.
Owners: Rajagiri Rubber & Pro-
duce Co. Ltd. rep. by Mr. & Mrs.
Dilip Thomas. Trainer: Arjun
Mangalorkar.

Jackpot: 4,769 (19 tkts).
Runner-up: 681 (57 tkts).

Treble (i): 357 (23 tkts); (ii): 2,056
(eight tkts).

Niraj dominates rifle 3-position to clinch gold

SHOOTING

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

Niraj Kumar dominated the
rifle 3-position event as he
defeated Sartaj Singh Tiwa-
na 17-9 for the gold in the
20th Kumar Surendra Singh
shooting championship at
the Dr. Karni Singh Range
on Sunday.

With a small bunch of au-
dience failing to add to the
atmosphere, the Navy
marksman Niraj sailed to
the gold, almost unchal-
lenged.

He led 15-3 before Sartaj
came up with a face saving
exercise that partially
bridged the gap.

No difficulty
Niraj had earlier topped
qualification ~ with 585
ahead of Manjeet Singh
(583) and had little difficulty
in topping the second stage
with 403.8.

In contrast, Sartaj had
shot 578 in qualification,
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Proud moment: Sartaj Tiwana, champion Niraj Kumar and Kiran Jadhav with their coaches, in

Delhi on Sunday. =KAMESH SRINIVASAN

but did well in the second
stage to make the gold me-
dal match, 0.6 point ahead
of another Navy shooter Ki-
ran Jadhav.

Surya Pratap Singh Ban-
shtu, Manjeet Singh and
Shivam Dabas placed fourth
to sixth in that order.

However, Sartaj had his
say later, in a thrilling junior

»

final when he beat Surya
Pratap Singh 17-15 on the
last shot. Quite remarkably,
Sartaj’s last shot was only
9.0, but Surya responded
moments later with an 8.7
to let the gold slip.

Surya had led 13-7 before
Sartaj caused the coup.

The qualification topper
in the junior section, Shi-

vam Dabas (581) settled for
the bronze.

The results: 50m rifle 3-posi-
tion: Men: 1. Niraj Kumar 17
(403.8) 585; 2. Sartaj Singh Ti-
wana 9 (400.4) 578; 3. Kiran
Jadhav 399.8 (578).

Juniors: 1. Sartaj Singh Tiwana
17 (400.7) 578; 2. Surya Pratap
Singh 15 (402.0) 580; 3. Shi-
vam Dabas 398.1 (581).

did what they did.

“But at the same time,
such milestones don’t mean
much to me. I am honoured
and privileged to wear the
national team jersey for so
long,” Chhetri said.

Chhetri laughed when re-
minded about him sprinting
like Usain Bolt to celebrate
Abdul Sahal Samad’s deci-
sive strike in the injury time.

“The GPS will say that that
was my fastest sprint of the
night. We will rest, recover,
and have a look at the vide-
os. Hong Kong are a good
side, but we are at home,
and will be backing our-
selves. All of the fans will be
there too.”

The win helped India con-
solidate its position in the
group as it seeks to make a
second straight appearance
in the Asian Cup and fifth ov-

England’s
woes continue

NATIONS LEAGUE

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

England is bottom of its
UEFA Nations League
group without a win after
drawing 0-0 with Italy in a
repeat of the Euro 2020 fi-
nal on Saturday, while Ger-
many settled for a point in
a 1-1 stalemate in Hungary.
The results:

Group A3: England O drew
with Italy O; Hungary 1 (Z. Na-
gy 6) drew with Germany 1
(Hofmann 9).

Group A4: The Netherlands 2
(Klaassen 51, Dumfries 54)
drew with Poland 2 (Cash 18,
Zielinski 49); Wales 1 (John-
son 86) drew with Belgium 1
(Tielemans 51).

Group B1: Ukraine 3 (Malinov-
skyi 61, Karavaev 77, Myko-
lenko 84) bt Armenia O; Re-
public of Ireland 3 (Browne
20, Parrott 28, Obafemi 51) bt
Scotland 0.

erall, having been knocked
out in the group stage in the
last edition in 2019.

Head Coach Igor Stimac
stated, “We were Blue Tigers
in the match against Afghan-
istan, and that’s what they
need to be on the pitch.
That’s our intent, keeping
the pride intact.”

Sahal ecstatic

Abdul Sahal, who scored the
winner late in the second-
half, sounded ecstatic.

“The victory was earned
in front of the fans, and
hence, it tastes sweeter. I had
to back myself, and placed it
beyond the goalkeeper. And
even before I could realise,
the entire team was there to
celebrate,” he said.

Central defender Sandesh
Jhingan also highlighted the
character in the squad.

KIYG

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PANCHKULA

Haryana’s Riddhi and Rajas-
than’s Kapish Singh came
from behind to clinch the
girls’ and boy’ recurve ar-
chery gold while Maharash-
tra and Andhra Pradesh
shared the spoils in com-
pound archery on the pe-
nultimate day of the Khelo
India Youth Games here on
Sunday.

With both, the hosts and
the defending champions
winning one title each, Mah-
arashtra held on to their sol-
itary gold lead, with a total
of 38 gold, 35 silver and 29
gold while Haryana have 37
gold, 34 silver and 39
bronze.

Tamil Nadu girls clinched
the football gold with a 2-0
win over Jharkhand, with

Shanmuga Priya and Shan-
mugapriya scoring a goal
each.

The two recurve summit
clashes were contested bet-
ween state-mates. Haryana’s
Riddhi fought back from 2-4
down to beat Tamanna 6-4.
In the boy’s final, Singh lost
the opening set but stormed
back in style to beat Ajay Na-
garwal 7-3.

Maharashtra had a
chance to extend its lead at
the top with its compound
archers reaching the final in
both the girls’ and boys’
category.

Aditi Swami gave it the
perfect start with a convinc-
ing 144-137 win over Pun-
jab’s Avneet Kaur. However,
Parth Korde went down to
Andhra Pradesh’s Kunderu
Venkatadri 144-143, handing
Maharashtra just one gold.

Grand double for Rajini Krishnan

Pacer Yamaha boys steal the show in Pro-Stock 165¢c open field

MOTORSPORTS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
COIMBATORE

Chennai’s Rajini Krishnan
(RACR Castrol Power 1) un-
derlined his class yet again
completing a sweet double
in the premier Pro-Stock
301-400cc Open class of the
Rolon round MRF MMSC
FMSCI Indian National Mo-
torcycle Racing Champion-
ship at the Kari Motor Speed-
way here on Sunday.

His bike was not up to
date last year but, this time
around, he worked hard on
it and, it fetched him the de-
sired results.

Important results (provision-
al): National Championship:
Pro-Stock 301-400cc Open
(Race-2, 14 laps): 1. Rajini
Krishnan (RACR Castrol Power
1) 17:24.801s, 2. K.Y. Ahamed
(Petronas TVS Racing), 3. Vora-

pong Malahuan (Petronas TVS
Racing).

Pro-Stock 165cc Open (Race-2,
14 laps): 1. Mathana Kumar
(Pacer Yamaha) 18:22.071, 2.
Prabhu Arunagiri (Pacer Yama-
ha), 3. Mithun Kumar (Pacer
Yamaha).

Novice (Stock 165cc, Race-2,
10 laps): 1. Sarvesh Balappa
(Axor Sparks Racing) 14:33.419,
2. V. Chiranth (Rookies Racing),
3. Aldrin Babu (RACR Castrol
Power 1).

Girls (Stock 165cc, 8 laps): 1.
Ann Jennifer (Alpha Racing)
11:53.085, 2. Aditi Krishnan
(Winverve Apex Racing Acade-
my), 3. Jagruti Penkar (Axor
Sparks Racing).

Petronas TVS One-Make
Championship - Apache RR310
Open: Race-1, 10 laps: 1. Rahil
Pillarisetty 13:04.172, 2. P.
Ananthraj, 3. Navaneeth Kumar.
Race-2, 8 laps: 1. N. Jagadeesh
(Bengaluru) 10:29.569, 2. Ra-
hil, 3. I Venkatesan.

PATANJAL

Nutrela

NUTRITION

[Ruchi_

RUCHI SOYA INDUSTRIES LIMITED

Now get organic and vegetarian substitute
of animal & chemical based protein with Nutrela
100% natural & milk based protein & collagenprash

Iso Veda &

Very helpful for body
building with protein,
vitamins and minerals,
100% veg, for stamina,
strength and muscle gain

100% Whey Performance

[

<

Made with vitamins, gudmar,

rosemary, garcinia, methi,

cinnamon, L-Carnitine, Dietary !
Fiber, Taurine and other elements, |
100% veg substitute for diabetic
patients’ blood sugar & weight

With protein, complex
carbohydrates, essential
nutrients, 11 natural herbs,
12 minerals, 13 Vitamins
and essential amino acid,
100% vegetarian & natural

Made with Gurmar, green coffee,
green tea, ashwagandha, moringa

and rosehip it reduces weig

ht

naturally and makes you slim. It

consists Vitamin A, B12, D,

other 8 types of Vitamin B,

Cand

25 micronutrients, protein and fibre.
It controls hunger to manage the
weight and get slim physique.

Slim Choice

Made from
20 natural
herbs

2.5 times more
effective than the

free, young and

control and complete nutrition Weight Gain
Diabetic Care
4

collagen powder made
with pig and fish skin
commonly sold in the
market. For wrinkle

everlasting skin glow

o

Complete range of Nutrela Nutrition is available at Patanjali Exclusive
Stores, Medical Stores and all leading stores near you.

www.nutrelanutrition.com
or download Order Me App QORDER ME

Order online at
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