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‘Silchar flood man-made;
embankment breached’
GUWAHATI
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday said the flooding of
Silchar town was a man-made
disaster. He also said relief
material could not reach
many of the 2.8 lakh people
marooned in the town.

NEWS » PAGE 12

Low turnout marks first
GTA polls in 10 years
DARJEELING

Elections to the Gorkhaland
Territorial Administration
passed off peacefully on
Sunday with a turnout of 57%
being recorded, officials said.
Polling for the regional
autonomous body was being
held after almost a decade.

STATES » PAGE 7

Amarnath yatra to host
highest-ever footfall
SRINAGAR

The Jammu and Kashmir
administration is expecting
eight lakh pilgrims this year
for the Amarnath yatra,
which begins on June 30.
The pilgrimage is being held
after a gap of three years.
STATES b PAGE 6
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¥ Shinde moves SC; Uddhav camp
‘says rebels will be disqualified

Govt. counsel says they can be removed for anti-party activities outside House

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

The political turmoil in
Maharashtra intensified on
Sunday, with rebel Shiv Se-
na MLA and Minister Eknath
Shinde moving the Supreme
Court against the disqualifi-
cation notice issued by the
Deputy Speaker to him and
15 other legislators.

The party, led by Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
meanwhile, received anoth-
er jolt as Maharashtra Tech-
nical and Higher Education
Minister Uday Samant, a key
Sena leader in the Konkan
region, joined Mr. Shinde’s
rebel camp in Guwahati.

Mr. Shinde now has the
support of nine Sena Minis-
ters with Aaditya Thackeray
being the only one in the
Uddhav Thackeray camp
left in the Assembly. The
other two Thackeray loyal-
ists Anil Parab and Subhash
Desai are Legislative Coun-
cil members.

The rebel faction chal-
lenged the appointment of
Sena MLA from Mumbai
Ajay Choudhari as the Legis-
lature Party leader, and the
rejection of their no-confi-
dence motion against Depu-
ty Speaker Narhari Zirwal.

On the other side, the
loyalists of Mr. Thackeray,
too, have geared up to take
on the rebels with Arvind
Sawant, MP, stating that the
party had already initiated
legal action to disqualify the

A 2021 photo shows Chinese soldiers and tanks during
disengagement on the India-China border in Ladakh.

" AFP

‘China upgraded
firepower on LAC

Intelligence inputs
cite upgraded air
defence systems
and expanded
runways

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

Vastly expanded troop ac-
commodation within 100
km from the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in the western
sector, long-range artillery
and rocket systems, upgrad-
ed air defence systems, ex-
panded runways and har-
dened blast pens to house
fighter aircraft — these are
some of the major upgrades
undertaken by the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) on its side in the past
two years since the stand-off
in the eastern Ladakh be-
gan, according to intelli-
gence inputs.

“In the western sector
across the LAC, the accom-
modation capacity was for
20,000 troops in 2020 be-
fore the stand-off began.
That has now been expand-
ed to 1.2 lakh billets - infras-
tructure and accommoda-
tion-wise,” an official source
said on condition of ano-
nymity, citing intelligence
inputs. “They have also set
up captive solar energy and
small hydel power projects
all along the LAC. This en-
hances their winter suste-
nance capability manifold,”
the source said, adding that
this is apart from the model
villages they are building all
along the LAC.

cM
K

This is within 100 km on
the Chinese side from the
LAC, the source said.

Four PLA divisions under
the Xinjiang military district
are being rotated on the Chi-
nese side facing eastern La-
dakh. In 2020, when the
stand-off began, the fourth
and sixth divisions were de-
ployed, which were rotated
with eighth and 1ith divi-
sions in 2021. This year, the
fourth and sixth divisions
have been redeployed as
part of rotation. “All these
divisions are in the process
of being converted into a
combined arms brigade
(CAB). Equipment upgrade
is almost complete,” the
source said.

Weapons upgrade

On the weapons upgrade,
sources said the fourth divi-
sion, which has one ar-
moured regiment, has in-
ducted the ZTQ 15 (Type 15)
third generation modern
light tank, replacing the
7ZTZ-88 first generation
tanks in service. The sixth
division which operates the
Type 96 A second genera-
tion tanks remains the
same. In terms of technolo-
gy upgrade, the fire control
systems of the tanks have
been upgraded, sources
said.

Similarly, two mechan-
ised brigades which operate
wheeled armoured person-
nel carriers (APCs) have up-
graded from the ZBL-08 to
the latest ZTL-11 APCs.
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Support base: Shiv Sena leader Aaditya Thackeray with party cadre in Mumbai on Sunday. =pmi

16 rebel MLAs by serving
notices on them.

Advocate Devadatt Ka-
mat, counsel for the Sena-
led government, said that
proceedings had been in-
itiated by the Shiv Sena
against 16 MLAs under para
2(1) (A) of the 10th Schedule
of the Constitution.

He said there were sever-
al examples where even if a
member committed anti-
party activities outside the
House, then he or she was
liable to be disqualified.

“There were several
meetings called by the Shiv
Sena, but none were res-
ponded to by the rebel
MLAs. Their action of going
to another State and writing

letters against the MVA go-
vernment makes them lia-
ble for prosecution for anti-
party activities, and thus lia-
ble for disqualification,” Mr.
Kamat said.

Rejects rebels’ claims
He said the claims by the re-
bel MLAs of retaining their
posts on the grounds that
they had two-thirds of the
total of 55 Sena MLAs with
them would only apply had
they merged their group
with another party. “Since
they have already commit-
ted an anti-party act and
still there is no merger, they
face disqualification,” he
said.

The Centre granted se-

curity to 15 of the rebel
MLAs with the Home Minis-
try providing Y-plus security
cover by stationing Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
jawans outside the homes of
the rebel MLAs. The move
comes as strident protests
against the MLAs in the
Shinde faction continued
across the State.

Maharashtra  Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari, too,
wrote to the Mumbai Com-
missioner of Police and the
Maharashtra Director-Gen-
eral of Police asking them to
provide additional security
to the rebels.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12
RELATED REPORT » PAGE 12

Teesta, Sreekumar remanded
in police custody till July 1

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
mDABAD

A day after arresting former
top police official R.B. Sreeku-
mar and activist Teesta Setal-
vad for alleged forgery in the
2002 Gujarat riots cases, the
State police on Sunday
formed an SIT to probe their
role. Ms. Setalvad and Mr.
Sreekumar were sent to police
custody by an Ahmedabad
court till July 1.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

UN. official seeks Teesta’s release

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The U.N. Special Rappor-
teur on Human Rights De-
fenders, Mary Lawlor, has
expressed “deep concern”
over the arrest of activist
Teesta Setalvad and called
for her release. “Teesta is a
strong voice against hatred
and discrimination. De-
fending human rights is not
a crime. I call for her re-

Teesta Setalvad outside a
courtin Ahmedabad on
Sunday. =viJay soNEs

lease and end to persecu-
tion by the Indian state,”
Ms. Lawlor said.

‘SP loses its Azamgarh and
‘Rampur bastions in bypolls

AAP candidate loses to Simranjit Singh Mann in Sangrur

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
on Sunday won the byelec-
tions to the Azamgarh and
Rampur Lok Sabha seats in
Uttar Pradesh, wresting
them from the Samajwadi
Party, while in a setback, the
ruling Aam Aadmi Party in
Punjab lost the Sangrur Lok
Sabha seat, which was vacat-
ed by State Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann in March, to
the Shiromani Akali Dal
(Amritsar).

The BJP candidate from
Azamgarh, Dinesh Lal Yadav
‘Nirahua’, a Bhojpuri actor,
defeated Dharmendra Yadav
of the SP by a margin of
8,679 votes, according to the
Election Commission.

Mr. Dinesh had lost to SP
president and former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Akhi-
lesh Yadav in the 2019 Lok
Sabha election. The seat fell
vacant after Mr. Akhilesh
won in the Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly election earlier this
year.

In Rampur, BJP candidate
Ghanshyam Singh Lodhi de-
feated Mohammed Asim Ra-
ja of the SP by a margin of
42,192 votes. The Rampur
seat was vacated by SP lead-
er Azam Khan, who also won
in the Assembly election.

In Punjab, Simranjit Singh
Mann, president of the Shi-
romani Akali Dal (Amritsar),
won the Sangrur byelection,
defeating Gurmail Singh of

Counting the seats | the 8ip made further

gains in U.P. in the Lok Sabha byelections, while Tripura
CM Manik Saha ensured a win in the Assembly byelection

LOK SABHA BYELECTIONS

State | Seat | Winning party | Vote share%
Punjab Sangrur SAD (A) 35.6
Azamgarh BJP 34.4
Uttar Pradesh
Rampur BJP 52.0

ASSEMBLY BYELECTIONS

Sate st | Winner | Votets |

Andhra Pradesh | Atmakur YSRCP 74.5
Jharkhand Mandar Cong. 43.9
Delhi Rajinder Nagar AAP 55.8
Agartala Cong. 43.5

. Jubarajnagar BJP 51.8

Tripura

Surma BJP 42.3

Town Bardowali BJP 51.6

I Winning side:

& Tripura CM
W% Manik Saha

the AAP by 5,822 votes.

In the Tripura Assembly
byelection, Chief Minister
Manik Saha won the Town
Bardowali seat, while Malina
Debnath and Swapna Das of
the BJP won the Jubarajnagar
and Surma seats, respective-
ly. Congress candidate Sudip
Roy Barman won the Agarta-
la seat , defeating his nearest
rival Ashok Sinha of the BJP.

Soon after Mr. Barman’s

reacts after
the counting
of votes in
Agartala on
Sunday. =PI

victory, the Congress Bhavan
in Agartala was attacked.
“We demand an apology
from BJP president J.P. Nad-
da and an investigation by
Home Minister Amit Shah in-
to why these attacks oc-
curred,” said party general
secretary K.C. Venugopal in
a statement.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12
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Russia strikes Kyiv as G7 summit opens

REUTERS

KYIV/POKROVSK

Russian missiles struck the
Ukrainian capital Kyiv on
Sunday as G7 leaders gath-
ered in Germany to discuss
further sanctions against
Moscow.

Up to four explosions
rang out in central Kyiv, in
the first such major attack
on the city since June. Two
more blasts were heard on
the southern outskirts of the
city later in the day, a Reu-
ters reporter said.

“The Russians hit Kyiv
again. Missiles damaged an
apartment building and a
kindergarten,” said Andriy
Yermak, head of the Presi-
dent’s administration.
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Mgmt.: 9021080157

Bio-Engg.: 9021080112
Fine Arts: 8308455300
Architecture: 9021080154

Marine Engg.: 9595996611
Films & TV: 9021080127
Broadcast & Journ.: 9021080128
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K »

- up to 100% <

Vedic Sciences: 9595088070 / 9390293527
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MIT-ADT

UNIVERSITY

Technology R roNemoia

5 Edus

Conferred with 4 STAR RATING

Best University
Campus Award

by ASSOCHAM,
New Delhi

Ranked in Band
Excellent

HIGHEST RATING
BY THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION'S
INNOVATION COUNCIL,
GOVT. OF INDIA 2021

Govt. of India.

e i Granted with
¢ Atal Incubation Centre
under
ATAL Innovation Mission,
NITI Aayog, Govt. of India

Conferred with
Top Private

University
in Engineering Category

MIT College of Management

MBA - General | Agri & Food Business
Project & Construction Management

Supply Chain Management | Healthcare Management

Port & Shipping Management

M.Tech. Construction Management

BCA | MCA - Data Science | Cloud Computing | BBA- General | IB
Computer Application | Digital Marketing | Finance Technology
Business Analytics | Finance & Accountancy *(ACCA, UK)

Real Estate Management | BBA-Global | B.Com. (Hons.)

for ARIIA 2021 by the
Ministry of Education,

THE HINDU
, JUNE 27, 2022

Broadcasting & Journalism

B.A. | M.A. - Journalism & Mass Communication

Architecture

B.Arch. | M.Plan
M.Arch. Traditional Indian Knowledge System

Film & Television - B.Sc. |

Film Making | Cinematography | Direction & Screenplay Writing
Sound Recording & Design | Visual Effects & Motion Graphics
Drama - B.A. - Dramatic Arts

BPA | MPA - Music | Dance | Instruments

BFA | MFA - Applied Arts | Fine Arts | Sculpture

MFA - Art Therapy

| Education

B.Ed. | M.A. Education | B.A. (Hons.) English | M.A. English

M.A. | M.Sc. E-learning

B.Sc. | M.Sc. - Integral Psychology | B.Sc. | M.5c. - Vedic Sciences
B.Sc. - Yoga & Philosophy | B.A. - Philosophy | M.A. - Sanskrit
MIT School of Indian Civil Serv

B.A.I M.A. - Administration (UPSC Preparatory Course)

Apply Online on

Follow us on

fJolv oY

Apply Now

' 9595124234

mituniversity.edu.in
24[s] General Enquiry

»
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Timings
DELHI
MONDAY, JUN. 27
RISE_ 05:26 SET 19:23
RISE 03:45 SET 18:07
TUESDAY, JUN. 28
RISE 05:27 SET 19:24 :
RISE 04:28 SET 19:01 : SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
WEDNESDAY, JUN. 29 : NEW DELHI
RISE 05:27 SET 19:24 ¢ Durgesh Pathak of AAP on
RISE 05:16 SET 19:52 ¢ Sunday won the Rajinder Na-
¢ gar Assembly bypoll defeat-
. ) ¢ ing his nearest rival — BJP’s
Delhi Weather  max min  : paiesh Bhatia — by a margin
Delhi City 41 29 :
; . of 11,468 votes. AAP man-
Safdarjang 41 29 : o
Palam 1 30 . aged to secure 55.78% of the

Delhi Palam Today

40°C Humid conditions to
increase. The weather will be
hot and uneasy with moderate
breeze .Night will be slight
warm. Chances of thunder-

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

© votes.
© AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal
: reacted to the victory saying
¢ that the party’s victory was
¢ an appreciation of the “good
¢ work” done by his party and
i a “defeat of the BJP’s dirty
the three

40°C A hot and humid weather
with uneasy afternoon to
prevail. Spell of rain and
thundershower may occur.
Night will be slight warm.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

J&\Asﬂﬁﬂ%i fad

READ MORE
IN-DEPTH CONTENT
AT THE HINDU'S
WEBSITE

www.thehindu.com

¢ politics”.

According to official data,

Mr. Pathak, polled 40,319
¢ votes, while Mr. Bhatia got
i 28,851 votes.

Buoyed by the victory,

© AAP threw a challenge to the
¢ BJP to conduct the municipal
¢ polls on any day of their
¢ choosing.

AAP’s victory comes at a

¢ time when the Centre and
. the State government have
: been at loggerheads over a
¢ range of issues including the
¢ arrest of Delhi Minister Sa-

financially-hit
municipalities — North, East
and South — were merged in-
to one Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi and the munci-
pal elections were
postponed.

In his victory speech, Mr.
Pathak said, “I want to tell
the BJP that the people of
Delhi have given up on you.
They don't trust you any-
more. They want to see Delhi
as a Capital in which every
Indian can take pride. I chal-
lenge them to conduct MCD

Online exclusives

Explainers

= What is gold recycling?

bit.ly/3tZEss8

¢ tyendar Jain by the ED and
: the Lieutenant-Governor’s

elections. Delhi wants to get
rid of the BJP completely.”

¢ jurisdiction. Mr. Pathak said his victory
was the victory of Mr. Kejri-
¢ Poll after MCD merger wal and the progress he has

m U.S. Congresswoman
Ilhan Omar's resolution

about the alleged

mistreatment of minorities

in India
bit.ly/3QMyiW5

brought about in Delhi.
Reacting to his candi-

: This is the first election in
¢ the Capital conducted since

Video

= Now, you can make
eco-friendly bricks from

plastic
bit.ly/3boklgR

{ STAFF REPORTER

: and “making hurtful com-
: NEW DELHI

ments on the religious com-
munity” of the girl.
The DCW has issued a

The Delhi Commission for
: Women (DCW) on Sunday

® You can use your
smartphone’s inbuilt

¢ took suo motu cognisance of
: aviral video wherein a man
¢ can be seen hurling abuses

notice to DCP (IFSO) K.P.S
Malhotra, seeking urgent re-
gistration of an FIR as well as

features to access

articles. If it's an Android
phone, use Google Lens to
read and tap the url to
access the article. If it's an
iPhone, use Live Text to do

the same.

these )
arrests in the matter. It has

also asked for details on pol-
ice action to take down the
video off the internet and a
detailed action taken report
in the matter by June 29.

Till the report’s publica-
tion time, no FIR had been

¢ at a minor girl and passing
¢ derogatory comments on
¢ her religion. The commis-
: sion has sought an FIR in the
¢ matter.

i DCW chief Swati Maliwal
¢ said the video shows a man
¢ hurling abuses at a minor

AAP's Durgesh Pathak during his victory procession Wlth his
supporters = SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

date’s defeat, Delhi BJP chief
Adesh Gupta said, “We ac-
cept the mandate of people.
Our party workers will work
even harder in future for
electoral battles. While be-
ing in opposition we will
keep raising people's issues.
The public is supreme and
we will always be eager to
serve them and resolve their
problems,” Mr. Gupta said.

‘Contest with CM’

Speaking to the press after
his defeat, Mr. Bhatia said
that the contest was not bet-
ween two candidates but
between him and Mr. Kejri-
wal. He said that the Chief
Minister, who had not visited
the constituency earlier,
held multiple rallies to se-

DCW asks police to file FIR for abuse of minor

lodged in the matter, accord-
ing to Mr. Malhotra.

“In the video, the man is
clearly intimidating the little
girl who can be seen as visi-
bly frightened and shocked.
The man also threatens a lit-
tle boy in the same video
and verbally abuses him and
targets him for belonging to
a particular religious com-
munity,” Ms. Maliwal said,
adding that the video also
shows the man threatening
to beat her.

AAP wins Rajinder Nagar bypoll

Durgesh Pathak wins by nearly 11,000 votes; dares BJP to hold municipal elections

cure the seat for his party’s
candidate.

Mr. Bhatia alleged that the
people of the constituency
felt they would lose out on
the facilities provided by the
government if AAP’s candi-
date were to lose.

“I come from a humble
background. I belong to a
small village in Uttar Pra-
desh. No one from my village
has even been elected a Zilla
Panchayat Head, let alone
being elected from an As-
sembly constituency,” Mr.
Pathak said.

He added that he came to
Delhi to prepare for civil ser-
vices exams. “I joined the
Anna Andolan and then be-
came a part of AAP. Today, a
common man with a bank
balance of mere %5 lakh has
become an MLA,” he added.

He said such a journey to
politics was only possible in
AAP as everyone in the party
was “a common man”.

Meanwhile, the Congress
candidate Prem Lata man-
aged to secure only 2,014
votes with a 2.79% vote
share. “It has been a disap-
pointing loss. We will learn
from our mistakes. However,
it is wrong to say that we did
not put in our best,” a Delhi
Congress spokesperson said.

Fake job
racket busted

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Seven persons, including
five women, have been ar-
rested here in Dwarka for
running a call centre that
duped people on the pre-
text of providing jobs, the
Delhi police said on Sun-
day. They added that the
accused had cheated
around 250 unemployed
people of around 323 lakh.
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Dearborn (UMDY): 2 years at V5B + 2 years at UMD
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Toppers

A7 A8

Kartikay Kaushik Vineet Kumar Abhishek Sharma

4¢ A2

Kuldeep

CAII 4 Toppers are MADE EASY Students) <4° in Top 10) <185 out of 194 vacancies)

CLASSROOM COURSES

Classes by experienced & renowned faculties.

Exam-oriented learning ecosystem.

Systematic subject sequence & timely syllabus completion.

New batches
commencement dates
at Delhi Centre

Efficient teaching with comprehensive coverage.
Similar teaching pedagogy in online and offline classes.
Concept building through solving workbooks.

Comprehensive & updated study material.

Regular performance assessment through class tests.

. CE:30" June, 2022
- ME : 28" June, 2022
. EE: 28" June, 2022
. EC:28" June, 2022
. CS:7" July, 2022

_/

Corporate Office : 44 - A/1, Kalu Sarai, Near Hauz Khas Metro, New Delhi- 110016 | Ph:9021300500

MADE EASY Centres: Delhi | Hyderabad | Jaipur | Bhopal | Lucknow | Bhubaneswar | Pune | Patna | Kolkata

GENERAL STUDIES
FOR STATE ENGINEERING
& SSC EXAMS

Live-Online Course
Commenced from T* June, 2022

« 9 Subjects of GS will be covered.
« Study material will be provided.
- Course Duration : 3 Months

Early Bird Discount :
Rs. 4000 OFF
till 30" June, 2022

MADE EASY ?

India’s Best Institute for IES, GATE & PSUs"

“MADE EASY has consistently produced toppers in ESE & GATE with largest number of selections.

ESE
2021

ALALASAL.

Abhishek Agrawal

Under the leadership of
B. Singh Sir

CMD, MADE EASY & NEXT IAS

n

4042

Nikhil KSaha  GauravKumar Abhinav Garg M. Pranith Kumar Sourabh Patel Saurabh S Yadav

TOppers C7 All India Rank 1 (CE, ME, EE, IN, CS, PI, ESD (69 in Top 10) (116 in Top 2o> C470 in Top 109

Admission Open i» Foundation Courses /e GATE 2023 | GATE + ESE 2023
LIVE-ONLINE COURSES

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

\_

y Teaching pedagogy similar to offline classes.

j Interaction and doubt chat with subject experts.

y Unique concept of problem-solving through workbooks.
y Convenience and flexibility of 24*7 learning.

y Comprehensive & updated study materials.

Systematic subject sequence & timely syllabus completion.
User-friendly and intuitive learner interface.

j Regular assessment through tests & quizzes.

New batches commencing
frem 30" June, 2022

~
Morning Batches (8:00 AM - 2:00 PM)
CE ‘ ME
(Hinglish) (Hinglish)

Evening Batches (2:30 PM - 10:00 PM)
CE, ME, EE, EC, CH ‘ CE, ME, EE, EC, CS, IN
(Hinglish) (English)

Facility to Convert Online to Offline

J

RANK IMPROVEMENT
COURSES
FOR GATE 2023

Live-Online Course

Commenced from 6" June, 2022
« Course Duration : 8 Months
- Batch Timing : 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Streams : CE, ME, EE, EC, CS

GENERAL STUDIES &
ENGINEERING APTITUDE
FOR ESE 2023

Live-Online Course
Batches Started

- 8 Subjects of Paper - | will be covered.
- Study material will be provided.
- Batch Timing : 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
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HC issues notices on rainwater harvesting -

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Taking cognisance of a re-
cent news report that high-
lighted the lack of rainwater
harvesting facilities in the
Capital, the Delhi High Court
has issued notices to various
government departments on

the issue.

A Vacation Bench of Jus-
tice Jasmeet Singh and Justice
Dinesh Kumar Sharma also
sought information on the
steps undertaken to address
traffic jams in Delhi during
the monsoon. The Bench is-
sued notices to the Union Mi-

nistry of Urban Development
and Ministry of Road Tran-
sport, the Delhi government-
Delhi Jal Board, the civic bo-
dies, and Public Works
Department, among others.

The High Court has listed
the case for further hearing
on July 4.

&

\.,v'-..

Ref No:-

Dt-01.06.2022.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir,
DIRECTORATE OF SHEEP HUSBANDRY

E-mail-kashmirmerino.sheep@gmail.com

Extension Notice

No-DSHK/ACCTS/2022-23/4141

E-Procurement Notice for Supply of Sheep Pox Vaccine issued Vide no :Dshk/Acctts/2022-23/2364-93

Dt- 22 .06.2022.

S.No Description Date & Time
01 Bid submission end date 04 .07.2022(4.00 p.m)
02 Opening of Technical Bids (Online) 05.07.2022( 2.00 p.m)

DIP/K-4858/22

The other terms and conditions of e-NIT will remain same.

State Level Purchase Committee
Sheep Husbandry Department

Sd/-
Chairman

Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL DIVISION,

J&K Lake Conservation & Management Authority , Dockyard Complex Ishber Nishat Northern Foreshore Road Srinagar 191121
Head Offce: Vice Chairman, J&K LCMA, Miskeen Bagh, Srinagar
Ph. No: 0194-2451073 e-mail d: xenmechlda@gmail.com,vclcma@yahoo.com , website: www.jklcma.org

GIST OF e- TENDER NOTICE

NIT No: MD/LCMA/TS /2022-23/ 20/e-tendering Dated:-22.06.2022

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT of J&K , e-tenders in two (02) cover system, are invited on item wise basis from Original
Equipment Manufacturers or their authorized dealers for the following :

“B""C",“D","E", “F" &"“G"

Cum Skimmer and Weed Transport Barge, perfectly
compatible with each other, including operation and
maintenance at Dal-Nigeen Lake, as per terms,
conditions and specifications given Annexure “A”,

S. Description Estimated Earnest Cost of Time of Position
No Cost Money TiDoc. | Completion Funds
(Inlakhof | (Inlakhof | (InRs)
Rs.) Rs)
1 |Design, Manufacture, Supply, Launching, Testing and | 1649.00 33.00 20000 210 Under Capex
Commissioning of Indigenously built Weed Harvester Days 2022-23

the below schedule:

Authorization conveyed Vide Vice Chairman J&K LCMA Order No:-113 of 2021-22, Dated:-10/11/2021, circulated

vide letter No:-LCMA/CF/5867-71, Dated:-11/10/2021

Position of Technical Sanction: Accorded vide No: MED/K/TS/104 Dated: 21.10.2021
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings , bill of quantities (B.0.Q)
set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen /downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in as per

-

Date of issue of Tender Notice

22.06.2022

N

Period of downloading of the bidding document

From 23.06.2022(1100 HRS) to 14.07.2022 (1000 HRS)

w

Period of clarifications

2022 on the Mobile No:

For clarification, if any, Executive Engineer, Mechanical
Division, LCMAbe contacted from 23 -06-2022to 28 - 06-

s : +91-1943591392

‘Rent Controller cannot ask
landlord to carry out repairs: HC

“Tenant needs to satisfy at least three conditions before approaching Controller’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

There is no provision in the
Delhi Rent Control (DRC) Act
under which the Rent Con-
trollers, officers in charge of
fixing standard rents of pro-
perties, can call upon a lan-
dlord to carry out repairs of
the tenanted premises, the
Delhi High Court has ob-
served.

The dispute
The High Court made this
observation on June 3 while
adjudicating a dispute bet-
ween a tenant and an owner
of a shop in Sadar Bazar.

Justice C. Hari Shankar al-
so clarified that the Rent
Controller, appointed under
the DRC Act, could permit
the tenant to carry out re-
pairs if, after receipt of not-
ice from the tenant in this re-
gard, the landlord fails to
repair the premises.

The tenant had moved a
local civil court seeking di-

S

rections to his landlord to re-
pair the roof of his shop
which was affected by seep-
age.

The landlord, on the oth-
er hand, contested the plea
claiming that under the DRC
Act, such a plea was main-
tainable only before the Rent
Controller.

On May 26, the civil court
rejected the landlord’s plea,
following which he moved
the High Court.

The landlord argued that
Section 50 of the DRC Act
prohibits civil courts from
entertaining suits or pro-
ceedings which relate to fixa-

Controller can
permit the tenant
to carry out the
repairs and submit
an estimate, which
it may call upon
the landlord to
disgorge

HIGH COURT

C

tion of rent, eviction of a te-
nant or any other matter for
which the Rent Controller is
empowered under the DRC
Act.

Judicial exceptions
Justice Shankar, however,
said that Section 9 of the
Code of Civil Procedure,
1908 (CPC) empowers the
courts to try all civil suits ex-
cept those in which they are
expressly or impliedly
barred.

The High Court said the
exercise of power by the
Rent Controller is envisaged
in Section 44 of the DRC Act.

4 | Date, Time, and place of pre-bid meeting

29.06.2022 from 11.00 HRS in the office of Vice Chairman
J&KLCMA, Miskeen Bagh, Srinagar.

The intending bidders can participate through online mode as
well. However the link shall be shared to those intending
bidders who shall make a request through official mail 24 hrs
before the start of pre-bid meeting

5 | Bid Submission Start Date From 01.07.2022 (10.00 HRS)

6 | Bid Submission End Date 14.07.2022 (1600 HRS)

7 | CostofBidding Document Rs. 20000/-.

8 | Tenderdocumentfee to be depositedin Inthe shape of e-challan as per the details given below:

FA&CAO, J&KLCMASgr,

A No:Cg 1

Name : FA&CAO, J&K LCMA, Srinagar

Name of the Bank : Jammu & Kashmir Bank

Branch Name : Brain, IFSC Code : JAKAONISHAT

Branch ID : 0229. The Authority reserves the right to cross
check genuinuity of the receipt of tender document fee

9 | EarnestMoney Deposit

Rs 33.00 Lacs in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to FA &
CAO , J&K Lake Conservation & Management Authority ,
Srinagar from bank having branch in Srinagar

-

0| Date and time for opening of the Technical Bids online

15.07.2022 at 1400 HRS in the office of Vice Chairman LCMA,
Miskeen bagh, Srinagar

s=E=x MAHANAGAR TELEPHONE NIGAM LIMITED

Hello Customers !
MTNL

welcomes you to...

OPEN HOUSE

(A Government of India Enterprise)

EASTERN COURT, JANPATH, NEW DELHI-110001

It has always been our endeavour to become more customer friendly,
more responsive to the problems/grievances of our customers and to
add more convenience to our public interface. In continuance of this

endeavour, MTNL announces Area-wise Open House Sessions/
Consumer Education Workshop as per details below:

SI.
No. Area

Venue for OHS/CEW

Committee Hall, 2nd Floor, Tele. Exchange Building,
MTNL, 8-Bhikaji Cama Place, New Delhi-110066

1st Floor, Jorbagh Telephone, Exchange Building,

0O/o Area Manager (Idgah), Room No. 201, Idgah Tele.
Exchange, Rani Jhansi Road, New Delhi-110005

O/o DGM (Admin) TY, 3rd Floor, Karkardooma Tele.
Exchange, Institutional area, Delhi-110092

Committee Room, First Floor, MTNL Exchange
Building, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019

11| Date & Time of opening of the Financial Bids (online)

To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed

No: MD/LCMA/TS-NIT20/ 1939 - 58, Dt: 22.06.2022

DIPK-NB-1984/22

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
Mechanical Division, LCMA
Srinagar

SESSION (%Eifaji Cama
on 28" June, 2022 (Tuesday) Place)
from 10:30 hrs. to 13:30 hrs. 2. |Central .
Customers are cordially invited to Lodhi Road, Jorbagh, 110003
attend the Open House Sessions/ [3. |East
Consumer Education Workshop
in their respective areas and |4 ilgmuna pea)
requested to offer their valuable
suggestions for further improving |5. | NehruPlace
the services in their areas.
___ 6. |West
- ——
o= M T N L New Delhi-110027
ransparency MaKes us Different ! 7. North
Visit us at : http://www.mtnidelhi.in Sector 3, Rohini Delhi-85

Committee Room, 5th Floor, Administrative Block,
Rajouri Garden, Rajouri Garden, Tele. Exchange,

Sanchaar Parisar O/0 GM(N), Telephone Exchange

The specific conditions
which are required to be sa-
tisfied before a tenant in-
vokes the jurisdiction of the
Rent Controller are — the
premises should not be hab-
itable or usable except by
carrying out repairs, a notice
in writing is issued by the te-
nant to the landlord to carry
out such repairs and the lan-
dlord should neglect or fail
to make the repairs despite
receiving such a notice.

“It is only when these
three eventualities, chrono-
logically and cumulatively
are satisfied that the tenant
may approach the Controll-
er,” the High Court said.

“Even then, the power of
the Controller is to permit
the tenant to carry out the
repairs and submit to it [the
Controller] an estimate of
the cost of repairs which, af-
ter hearing the landlord, the
Controller may call upon the
landlord to disgorge,” the
High Court added.

Medical
students on
hunger strike

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Medical students, who
were rescued from war-
torn Ukraine, sat on a hun-
ger strike at Jantar Mantar
here on Sunday demand-
ing admission in the coun-
try's medical colleges as a
one-time measure.

The parents of Indian
medical students who
were studying in Ukraine
also wrote a letter to the
Prime Minister stating,
“There are nearly 12,000
medical students who
need to be given admis-
sion... There are around
606 medical colleges in In-
dia, which means each col-
lege will have to accommo-
date only 20-21 students”.
The students from sat on a
hunger strike from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

Thousands of students
from India studying in va-
rious medical colleges
across Ukraine had to
abandon their courses and
return home after Russian
forces launched an offen-
sive against Ukraine.

Robot helps douse
massive blaze in factory

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A robot was used to douse a
massive fire that broke out
in a godown in Badli on Sun-
day, the Delhi Fire Service
said.

DFS Chief Atul Garg said
no one was injured in the in-
cident, adding, “The fire
broke out in a plastic gra-
nules godown.”

Mr. Garg said the DFS re-
ceived information at 2.18
a.m. about the fire in Badli
behind Rohini jail. “We had
no idea what was inside the
godown; it was sealed for
the last two years. We exten-

sively used the robot to
douse the blaze and spray
water. It helped prevent ex-
posure of the fire to our fire-
fighters,” he added.

The DFS shared a video
that showed the robot dous-
ing the blaze even as thick
plumes of smoke rose from
the building.

As many as 36 fire tenders
were pressed into service
and the blaze was put out by
2.10 p.m., officials said. In
May, the Delhi government
had inducted two remote-
controlled robots into the
DFS to navigate narrow lanes
leading up to the fire spot.
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Writing by hand strengthens memory power, muscle power and concentration
span, which augment the cognitive ability to process information.

B K. ELANGO AND
V. ANITHA DEVI

Writing or drawing by hand
is a natural process that ev-
ery child is fascinated by.
Children tend to exhibit
their artistic skills on the
walls of homes. In school,
they are taught to write the
alphabet with tools such as
slates and chalk, graduating
to pencils and pens. Howev-
er, today, writing by hand
has become obsolete.

What is initiated as an im-
itation of letters at the prim-
ary level continues systemat-
ically with the cloning of
lines of the prescribed texts,
through the academic years.
Worse is the scene at the ter-
tiary level, with students set-
tling for easy options of eith-
er downloading texts or
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buying projects from ghost
writers who also cut and
paste from websites. This
has become common in the
realm of research as well.

No curriculum

Lack of writing literacy is not
new, as there has never been
a curriculum for this. A dry
grammar-based approach
was adopted, which dealt
with parts of speech, sub-
ject-verb concordance, and
not so important aspects
such as punctuations, capi-
tals and so on. Learners
were rarely initiated into the
process of writing to gener-
ate and transmit ideas,
which would characterise
writers. Another critical rea-
son that causes writing in-
competency is the concur-
rent skill of reading. “Read a

»

thousand books and your
words will flow like a river.”
The skill of reading is also on
the brink of collapse and so,
the intertwining of these
twin skills ought to be
harnessed.

With few being ena-
moured by writing, technol-
ogy arrived as a boon. The
keyboard overpowered the
skill of writing by hand, the
autocorrect mode made
learning of spelling, gram-
mar and the mechanics of
writing redundant. Howev-
er, experts have established
that handwriting is a com-
plex skill that combines ki-
naesthetic movement and
cognitive process, leading to
an enhanced learning pow-
er.

Human evolution has re-
peatedly reminded us that a

skill once lost is rarely re-
trieved. Therefore, although
it may seem a regressive
step, revival of writing by
hand ought to be welcomed.
Conventional wisdom has
proved that physical writing
strengthens memory and
muscle power, and concen-
tration span which augment
the cognitive ability to pro-
cess information. The charm
of handwritten messages on
special occasions still holds
more power than a text mes-
sage.

K. Elango is the National
Secretary, ELTAI, and (Former)
Professor of English, Anna
University, Chennai

V. Anitha Devi is Associate
Professor, Department of
English, VIT, Vellore
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Unnati - Towards a
Better Future
Scholarship

CNH Industrial is inviting
scholarship  applications
from underprivileged stu-
dents.
eLicisiLITY: Open to residents
of Noida, Delhi, and Guru-
gram only. Students must be
studying in classes 8,9 and
10 or in the first year of an
ITI/Diploma programme.
Annual family income must
not be more than 5 lakhs
from all sources.
rRewARrDs: For classes 8 to 10 —
12,000 for 3 years; For Di-
ploma/ITI  students -
18,000 for 2 years
AppLicATIoN: Online
peabLINe: July 31
b4s.in/edge/UTBF2

FAEA Scholarship

An opportunity
offered by the
Foundation for
Academic Excellence
and Access (FAEA).
eLiciBiLITY: Open to candi-
dates who have passed class
12 from a recognised board
in India or first-year under-
graduate students in Arts/

ETCETERA

B Certification Programme in
Cloud Computing

The Academy of Continuing
Education (ACE), Shiv Nadar
University, Delhi NCR, and
Jigsaw have come together
to launch a Certification Pro-
gramme in Cloud Comput-
ing. Applications are open.
Apply at https://
ace.snu.edu.in/cloud-com-
puting.

PLUS

Commerce/Science/Engi-
neering and other technical
and professional disciplines
at any university/institu-
tion/college in India..
REWARDs: Variable awards
AppLIcATION: Online

DEADLINE: June 30
b4s.in/edge/FAE6

GEV Memorial Merit
Scholarship

GEV Scholarship Fund Trust
aims to provide financial
support to meritorious law
students and help them pur-
sue a quality legal education
at premier Indian institutes.
eLiciBiLITY: Open to Indian na-
tionals only who are already
enrolled in any year of an
LLB/LLM degree course at a

www.thehindu.com/education

0 www.facebook.com/thehinduedge

¥ www.twitter.com/thehinduedge

recognised law institute in
India or applying for CLAT,
LSAT-India, or AILET. Appli-
cants must have scored a mi-
nimum of 60% in class 10
and 12 board exams, and
must have an annual family
income of not more than 310
lakhs from all sources. Also,
they must be willing to sign
up for the scholarship fund’s
annual mentorship pro-
grammes to assist and nur-
ture the next batches of GEV
Merit Scholars.

REWARDS: %50,000 to
%2,00,000 per year
appLicaTion: Online

DEADLINE: June 30
b4s.in/edge/GMM4

Fulbright Nehru

Academic and
Professional
Excellence
Fellowships

An initiative of the United
States-India Educational
Foundation (USIEF)
eticiBiLiTy: Open to Indian/
U.S. nationals who hold a
Ph.D. degree with at least
five years of relevant
teaching/research/profes-
sional experience or Mas-
ter’s degree and at least
five years of relevant
experience.

REWARDs: Variable awards
AppLIcATION: Online

peAbLINE: July 15
b4s.in/edge/FNF1

Courtesy: buddy4study.com

Become a Level -

ELIGIBILITY

APPLY NOW at:

Our Recruiters:

Z:]
EEEEMEEEEN G

For Admission Related Queries:
Visit us: www.doms.nalsar.ac.in
E-Mail: doms@nalsar.ac.in
Telephone: +91-04-23498409/434

Admissions Open for

IPM 2022-27!

5 Leader by enhancing your skill-set with our IPM Program.
Transform yourself into a future business leader with our holistic pedagogical

approach.

https://surl.li/catjz Or scan the QR Code

Last Date to Apply: 10th July, 2022..

(£] @ ©@ @0oMsNALSAR

A valid CLAT (UG) (2022)/IPMAT - 2022 (1IM Indore)/IPMAT 2022 (IIM Rohtak)/JIPMAT - 2022
(IIM Jammu & IIM Bodhgaya)/JEE - 2022 (Mains) scorecard

Experience

DoMS NALSAR

— Lush green campus spread

across 55 acres.

— One of the biggest libraries in India.

— Intensive Management Skill Development
through legal, philosophical &

psychological approach.

— Eminent faculty with rich experience.

— The Program covers areas of fine arts,

Mathematics, economics
and management

to produce modern age leaders.
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JAYPEE UNIVERSITY OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(Established under H.P. Legislative Assembly Act No. 14 of 2002 and Approved by UGC under section 2(f) of UGC Act 1956)
Waknaghat, Tehsil Kandaghat, Distt Solan-173234, (H.P) India

e UGC Approved e NAAC Accredited e NIRF Ranked

faen aca sHifagm:

PROGRAMS ON OFFER

( Undergraduate Programs

B.Tech.

v Bioinformatics  v' Biotechnology v  Civil Engineering

v Computer Science & Engineering

v Electronics & Communication Engineering v' Electronics & Computer Engineering
v Information Technology

{ Postgraduate Programs ]

M.Sc.
v Biotechnology (10 seats through GAT-B) v Microbiology

M.Tech.

v Biotechnology v Civil Engineering v Computer Science & Engineering
v' Electronics & Communication Engineering

[ Doctoral (Ph.D.) J

Ph.D. programs are available in the Departments of Biotechnology & Bioinformatics; Civil
Engineering; Computer Science & Engineering; Electronics & Communication
Engineering; Humanities & Social Sciences; Mathematics; and Physics & Materials
Science (Please browse the faculty profiles on our website for specialisations).

NEW PROGRAMS INTRODUCED

‘ B.Tech. in Civil Engineering with Computer Application ]

» Cutting-edge interdisciplinary program.

* Comprehensive knowledge of IT tools in Civil engineering.

e Smart Solution for modern Infrastructure Development.

* Exposureto latesttrends and advancements in Global Civil engineering practices.
* Specially designed Curriculum at par with best Premier Educational Institute.

* Opportunity to learn with highly motivated and learned faculty trained from IITs, NITs
and Foreign Universities.

* Collaboration with Industries to provide prevalent Industry exposure.
* Study at one ofthe most Green and scenic Institution.

‘ B.Sc. (Hons) in Mathematics and Computing ]

/

* Mathematics is an essential scientific tool in computing, in transforming abstract
quantities and modeling real-world solutions. Computing, on the other hand, is rapidly
being used to solve mathematical problems in an efficient and automated manner.

* Keeping the importance of mathematics and computer science in science and
engineering, B.Sc. (Hons.) in Mathematics & Computing is introduced.

* The program not only aims to provide in-depth theoretical basis in mathematics and

practical training in computer science, but it also covers a variety of multidisciplinary AKS JUNEJA ISHIKA GOEL NAINA GARG
topics such as financial engineering, numerical computing, and intelligent machines. BE \icrosoft "\‘ Adobe amazon

* Graduates of the program will be well prepared for advanced degrees and careersin a

wide range of industrial disciplines. 50 LPA 45 LPA 32 I.PA

* The curriculum is developed in such a way that this degree is ideal for students who 2022 OFF CAMPUS 2022 OFF CAMPUS 2022 ON CAMPUS
want to combine strong mathematical and analytical components with an emphasis

on artificial intelligence
SALIENT FEATURES ’

* UGC Approved First State Private University of H.P. established in2002 + Sri Badrika Ashram Emerging Youth Scholarship for Himachal
under Non Profitable Charitable Trust. Domicile Students.

* NAAC accredited (2011 & 2017) and ranked amongst top Engineering * 30% concession in tuition fees to wards of serving/retired Armed
Institutes by NIRF, MHRD, Gol. Forces and Paramilitary Personnel. 5% additional concession (35%) to

* Excellent Placement record with Top multinationals. wards of war widows, widows of personnel killed in action and persons

 Academic MOUs with reputed foreign Universities. with disabilities; in undergraduate programs.

* 8th semester studies for selected students in USA. * NCC Senior Wing for Boys and Girls.

» University has TIED Cell supported by the Govt. of H.P. for supporting ~ * Vibrant Jaypee Youth Club (Student Body) with multifarious co-
innovation skills among youths. curricular activities.

* 13 Patents granted and many more are in the pipeline. * Wellfurnished girls and boys hostels.

« Scholarships to meritorious students. ¢ Competitive Teaching Assistantships (CTAs) are available for the admitted

PhD students in various departments at JUIT for the session 2022-23.

Apply online through : www.getadmissions.com/jaypee
B.Tech. (10+2 Merit) through : admissions.juit.ac.in

Landline Numbers: 01792-239257 01792-239360 01792-239362 01792-239379

Contact Details : Mobile Numbers: 7807846047, 7807846048, 7807846049, 7807846050
E-mail: admission2022@juitsolan.in Website : www.juit.ac.in
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Amarnath yatra ready to host
highest ever pilgrim footfall

Scaled-up infrastructure includes six base hospitals, drones, helicopter service
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Agnipath scheme against interests
of the youth, says Satya Pal Malik

Meghalaya Governor appeals to PM to withdraw the scheme

ANUJ KUMAR
GHAZIABAD

Meghalaya Governor Satya
Pal Malik on Sunday said the
Agnipath  scheme  was
“against the interests of the
youth”. He appealed to the
Prime Minister to withdraw
the scheme and requested
the youth not to take the
path of violence to register
their protest.

Addressing the media
during a private visit to
Baghpat, Mr. Malik said the
scheme would spoil the fu-
ture of youngsters and they
would not be able to find a

match [in marriage] and
suitable employment after
four years of service.

Referring to the Haryana
Chief Minister, Mr. Malik said
“those who were in their
fourth year” [of elected
posts] were promising jobs
to the Agniveers. “What’s
the guarantee that he [Ma-
nohar Lal ] would be back at
the helm?” he asked.

Mr. Malik took umbrage
with Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Member of Parliament
Kailash Vijayvarghiya’s state-
ment that he would appoint
Agniveers to guard the BJP’s

office.

The scheme, Mr. Malik
said, once again showed the
growing distance between
the government and rural
India.

“The government is yet to
fulfil the farmers’ demand to
make a law on the Minimum
Support Price (MSP),” he
said.

Known for speaking out
against the government, Mr.
Malik said he was not seek-
ing any political career after
his stint as Governor but that
he would continue to speak
for the interests of farmers.
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Prof. Krushna Bhokare
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SOPHY

OFFLINE / ONLINE LIVE

EVERGREEN SUBJECT (3 MONTHS COURSE)
LOGICAL & VERY SCORING

PREPARES ESSAY & ETHICS

Mitra’s IAS

Samyak Tower, 39 Pusa Road
Opp. Metro Pillar No. 120, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-05

011-45505509, 8826469839
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OPEN
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PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR
Preparations for the annual
Amarnath yatra, being held
after a gap of three years,
have seen a massive scaling
up, with officials comparing
the arrangements to that of
the Kumbh Mela.

Compared to 2.85 lakh pil-
grims who visited in 2018, the

Jammu & Kashmir adminis-

tration is expecting eight lakh
footfalls this year. The annual
pilgrimage, conducted via the
twin routes of the famous tou-
rist destinations of Pahalgam
and Sonamarg in south and
central Kashmir, respectively,
was cut short in 2019, ahead
of the Centre’s move to abro-
gate the erstwhile State’s spe-
cial constitutional position.
The highest ever number
of pilgrims 6.35 lakh pilgrims
visited the cave shrine in 2011.
“We are expecting a high
number of devotees for the
annual pilgrimage this year,”

J&K Lt. Governor Manoj Sinha during his visit to Baltal and
Pahalgam to review yatra preparedness. =FiLe PHOTO: PTI

Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant-Go-
vernor of the Union Territory
of J&K, who is also Chairman
of the Shri Amarnath Shrine
Board (SASB), said.

To meet the demand, the
capacity of tents set up en
route to the holy cave has
been increased from 29,000
to 70,000. Six base hospitals
have been established for the
first time. COVID care hospi-
tals are also being established
with ICU facilities at Pahal-

gam, Baltal and Sonamarg.

“A 60-bed facility, includ-
ing oxygen-fitted beds, has
been set up by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) at Bal-
tal, and a 50-bed hospital as
been set up at Chandanwari.
More than 300 doctors and
paramedics will attend to the
medical needs of the pil-
grims,” officials said.

The administration also
utilised the services of Lieute-

nant General Syed Ata Has-
nain (Retd.) and Major Gener-
al Sudhir Bahl (Retd.) “to put
disaster preparedness in
place”. A ten-day stock of es-
sentials has been created to
meet any eventuality. For the
first time, female rescuers
have been stationed at Shesh-
nag in south Kashmir’s
Pahalgam.

From drones to closed cir-
cuit cameras, cutting edge
communication technology
will monitor the movement of
pilgrims in real time. All pil-
grims will be tracked with Ra-
dio Frequency Identification
(RFID) tags.

The administration is mull-
ing over engaging 35,000 la-
bourers, mostly locals, for the
pilgrimage.

In another first, a helicop-
ter service from the Srinagar
airport will help pilgrims en-
joy darshan in a day, without
travelling by road to any desti-
nation in the Kashmir Valley.

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

Dr. V. KRISHNAMURTHY

Former Chairman BHEL, Maruti Udyog, SAIL and Secretary,
Heavy Industries, Govt of India 1925 — 2022

With deep sorrow we mourn the demise of our beloved Father,
Grandfather, Great Grandfather and Mentor on 26/06/2022

He will lay in rest at his residence Centralis Apartments, ABM Avenue,
Visitors may pay their respects from 7.30 A.M. on 27/06/2022

The last rites will begin at 3.30 PM at his residence and
cremation at Besant Nagar Crematorium at 4.15 PM

Sandy and Lakshmi Chandra, Jayakar Krishnamurthy and Marcia Stanton
Rekha Raghunathan, Meenakshi Jayakar

Hari, Vedha, Maya, Lavanya, Peter, Adithya, Shrutika,

Tara, Tommy, Mara, lan
Adithi, Anuradha, Maya, Gus

Employees and Staff of UCAL, National College,

Rajam Krishnamurthy Public School

Contact Website : www.drvk.in

Dr. T J Jaisankar, MD,
Professor of Dermatology at
JIPMER Puducherry
Passed away on 22 June 2022.
Beloved son of late TS Jayakar, IRS
and Sarojini Jayakar.
Brother of Jayashree Mohanka and
Lekha Nayar, brother-in-law of
late Lalit Mohanka and Vijay Nayar.
Uncle of Anant and Shantanu.
His body was donated to the
department of Anatomy, JIPMER,
as per his wishes.
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Vijay Babu

AMMA not to
act against
actor now

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Association of Malaya-
lam Movie Artistes (AMMA)
has said that any action
against actor and film pro-
ducer Vijay Babu will be ta-
ken in keeping with court
verdict.

Vijay Babu is an accused
in a rape case filed by an
actor. He has also been ac-
cused of revealing the
name of the complainant.
He is now out on bail.

The decision by the ac-
tors’ body was announced
after its 28th general body
meeting. Actors Mohanlal,
Siddique, Shwetha Menon,
Manianpilla Raju, Jayasoo-
rya and Edavela Babu were
among those who ad-
dressed a press conference
after the AMMA general bo-
dy meeting.

Vijay Babu had stepped
down from the executive
committee of AMMA, but
he attended the general bo-
dy meeting held here on
Sunday. “We will act in ac-
cordance with the court or-
der,” said AMMA spokes-
man Edavela Babu.

They also denied re-
ports that actor Shammi
Thilakan had been ex-
pelled from AMMA. The ac-
tor had allegedly leaked
images of the AMMA meet-
ing and had been asked to
submit an explanation.

Though he had not given
any explanation on the is-
sue despite three notices,
another opportunity
would be given to him be-
fore any action, they said.

[ will not be cowed down by threats: OPS

Low turnout marks first GTA polls in Darjeeling in 10 years

Only 57% voting recorded; no reports
of violence across 45 constituencies

SHIV SAHAY SINGH

DARJEELING
Elections to the Gorkhaland
Territorial ~Administration

(GTA) in the Darjeeling hills
passed off peacefully on Sun-
day with a turnout of 57% be-
ing recorded, officials said.
Polling for the regional auto-
nomous body was being held
after almost a decade.

Even as the weather im-
proved and the skies cleared,
enthusiasm among voters for
the polls remained missing.

In the politically sensitive
hills, there were no queues
visible in the first few hours
of polling. The streets in Dar-
jeeling hills wore a deserted
look and many shops, in-
cluding those located in pro-

minent areas like the Mall,
remained closed.

At Singhmari, which was
the epicentre of the violence
during the 100-day-strike in
2017, Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha leader Bimal Gurung ar-
rived early in the morning.
Before he entered his party
office, he said he would not
cast his vote and was boycot-
ting the election.

Mr. Gurung said it was up
to the people to decide
whether they wanted to cast
their vote or not. The Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) also
stayed away from the polls,
calling the GTA
“unconstitutional”.

At the picturesque St. Jo-
seph College in Darjeeling,

Administration election under way at a polling booth in
Darjeeling on Sunday. =DEBASISH BHADURI

there were three polling
booths for ward number 29
of the GTA. The polling till 10
a.m. was not even 10% at the
three booths.

Enthusiasm missing
Manoj Thapa, a local who
had come to vote at St. Jo-

seph College, said not many
people were enthusiastic
about the polls. “The polling
will not be more than 50%,”
he said.

As the day advanced,
more people started trickling
in at the polling stations and
some voters were seen over-

V. Krishnamurthy passes away

The former Chairman of BHEL had earned the reputation of a ‘turnaround man’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI
V. Krishnamurthy, former
Chairman of BHEL, Maruti
Udyog and SAIL and former
Secretary of Industries, Go-
vernment of India, died from
age-related ailments on Sun-
day

He was 97 and is survived
by two sons, Chandra and
Jayakar, five grandchildren

and three great
grandchildren.
Krishnamurthy had

earned the reputation of a
“turnaround man” and fos-
tered some of the biggest
success stories of India’s pu-
blic sector.

Illustrious career

Born in Karuveli, Tamil Na-
du, he started his illustrious
career as a technician on the
airfields during the Second
World War before studying
for a diploma in electrical

engineering, following
which he rose up the ranks
of the Madras Electricity
Board.

By 1954, he gained recog-
nition from Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and was
appointed to the Planning
Commission in charge of
power projects. Later at the
BHEL, he helped save the
company from its imminent
disintegration.

As founding Chairman of
Maruti, he ushered in the
modern era of India’s auto-
mobile industry, permanent-
ly altering the automotive
landscape with the introduc-
tion of the Maruti 800.

He then went on to turn
around SAIL from a failing
company, shaking up the en-
tire organisation into an in-
dustry leader.

Krishnamurthy, who re-
ceived the Padma Shri, Pad-
ma Bhushan and Padma Vib-
hushan awards and Japan’s
Grand Cordon of the Order
of the Rising Sun, also served
as Chairman of the National
Manufacturing Competitive-
ness Council from 2004 to
2014, in the rank of Cabinet
Minister.

He spent his final years in
Chennai, supporting family
company UCAL Fuel Sys-
tems in an advisory role.

Congress leader Jairam

AIADMK leader undertakes road show from Madurai to his home town Theni

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MADURAI/THENI

Days after facing a hostile en-
vironment and literally being
sidelined at the AIADMK gen-
eral council meeting last
Thursday, party leader O.
Panneerselvam said on Sun-
day that he would not be
cowed down by threats. He
undertook a roadshow from
Madurai to his home town
Theni in a “show of
strength”.

Mr. Panneerselvam, who
strongly opposes former
Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami’s bid to undo
the ATADMK’s dual leader-
ship structure and take over
as its supreme leader, had
left for New Delhi on Thurs-
day night to accompany NDA
presidential candidate Drou-
padi Murmu during the filing
of her nomination.

He returned to Madurai by
a scheduled flight from
Chennai on Sunday after-
noon. Stating that the people

Reviving cultivation of a traditional crop in Mysuru

Spotlight on
economic benefits
of Amaranthus

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU

Efforts are under way to pop-
ularise the inclusion of Ama-
ranthus - a wide variety of
leafy vegetables - as part of
mixed cropping among farm-
ers in Mysuru.

Though known to be high-
ly nutritious and still con-
sumed but in a limited quan-
tity it has economic benefits
too and farmers can have
multiple harvest to supple-
ment their income. But cul-
tivation was gradually on the
wane and with it a slice of cu-
linary culture.

Limited manner

“Amaranthus refers to a wide
variety of leafy vegetables in-
cluding Kirkire Soppu and
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Show of strength: AIADMK workers welcoming
0. Panneerselvam at Andipatti on Sunday. =SpECIAL ARRANGEMENT

and AIADMK workers would
soon come to know the truth
[about the developments in
the party], he told journal-
ists, “Some forces are bent
on tarnishing the party’s im-
age. I will not be cowed down
by such threats. The day is
not far off when the true co-
lours of mischief-mongers
would come out.”

Asked to elaborate, he
merely said, “In 2002, when
Puratchi Thalaivi Amma

3

Farmer Srinivas of Mysuru district with a variety of

[Jayalalithaa] returned as the
Chief Minister, she had told
mediapersons that ‘the
ATADMK will live for more
than 100 years as long as pe-
ople like Panneerselvam re-
main in the party’ [he had va-
cated the Chief Minister’s
chair after she won in a by-
election]. This is enough for
my lifetime.”

Refusing to field ques-
tions, he said, “You will soon
hear good news and the con-

Amaranthus cultivated by him on his land. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

Dantina Soppu which are
consumed but in a limited
manner. Besides, its cultiva-
tion and growth is gradually
on the wane and we want to
bring it to the mainstream
once again,” said Krishna
Prasad, Director of Sahaja
Samruddha, an organisation
promoting cultivation of in-

»

digenous crops besides map-
ping the crop diversity of
Karnataka.

He said Danttu or stem
amaranth used to be cultivat-
ed in backyard gardens and
in hilly areas and once cultiv-
ated, farmers harvest it mul-
tiple times to supplement
their income.

fusion will clear.” He under-
took the roadshow to coun-
ter the perception that he
stood isolated, and that the
majority of the workers
backed Mr. Palaniswami.

Sections of the AIADMK
cadre, including women, ac-
corded the ‘son of the soil’ a
rousing reception en route.
As his convoy entered the
district border, jubilant
workers burst crackers.

At many points, the vehi-
cles could not move as func-
tionaries vied with one
another to present him with
shawls and garlands.

In Theni town, addressing
a huge crowd from his vehi-
cle, he said, “The party will
be intact with your support.
Some cracks have developed
now. It will be set right soon.”

Former Madurai MP R.
Gopalakrishnan, one of his
supporters, hoped Mr. Pan-
neerselvam would end the
crisis in the party created by
“vested interests”.

In a bid to popularise Am-
aranthus, Sahaja Samruddha
acquired 30 varieties of the
traditional crop from diffe-
rent parts of the country and
all of them were cultivated
on an experimental basis in
the farm of Srinivas of Rame-
nahalli in H.D.Kote taluk of
Mysuru district.

Field visit

“Last week, a group of ex-
perts including scientists vi-
sited the farm for Participa-
tory Varietal Selection
Training and the objective
was to learn which varieties
perform well on-farm and to
obtain feedback from the po-
tential end users,” according
to Sahaja Samruddha.

The organisation also
wanted to assess as to which
traditional variety was adap-
table to local climatic condi-
tions so that it could be pro-
moted for cultivation among

Ramesh condoled his death.
“A true legend among public
sector managers, a man who
built BHEL, turned around
SAIL and launched Maruti, is
no more. V. Krishnamurthy
had a glorious innings but
missed his century by just
three years. He’ll remain an
important part of Indian
economic history, he said in
a tweet.

TVS Motor Company
Chairman Emeritus Venu
Srinivasan in a statement de-
scribed Krishnamurthy as
one of the tallest leaders in
Indian industry and said his
contribution to the growth
of India was immeasurable.

“Dr. V. Krishnamurthy
was my mentor right from
the time I started work and
right through my entire ca-
reer. He had an important
role to play in helping me
build TVS Motor company,”
he recalled.

coming challenges to exer-
cise their franchise. Seventy-
year-old Subrata Saha, a Dar-
jeeling resident, who had
suffered a stroke a few years
ago and can barely walk, was
brought inside the polling
centre to vote. He said he has
been voting for every elec-
tion and did not want to miss
the opportunity this time.
Pemba Sherpa, an Inde-
pendent candidate for ward
number 29, said, “Since
there have been some de-
mands about scrapping the
GTA, people are not enthu-
siastic to cast their vote.”
Even parties such as the
Hamro Party, which have
fielded candidates on all 45
seats, decided to lie low as
the polling went by on Sun-
day. Party chief Ajay Ed-
wards remained indoors and
evaded any queries from

journalists. The party recent-
ly won polls to the Darjeeling
Municipality and is the consi-
dered front runner for the
GTA poll.

Anit Thapa, another key
leader and contestant, who
cast his vote said the govern-
ment should consider the is-
sues of the people of the
hills.

“We cannot fight the State
government of which we are
a part,” Mr. Thapa said in
Kurseong.

Anit Thapa’s party, Bhara-
tiya Gorkha Prajatantrik Mor-
cha, has fielded candidates
on 36 seats.

277 candidates

Of the 277 candidates, 169
are Independents. About se-
ven lakh voters can cast their
vote in the poll that is being
held across 45

constituencies.

According to Darjeeling
District Magistrate S. Ponam-
balam, the polling till 4 p.m.
when voting closed was
56.5%. There was no report
of any violence from the
hills.

Elections are also being
held at Siliguri Mahakuma
Parishad (SMP) on Sunday.
There were reports of isolat-
ed incidents of violence at
Phansidewa and Bagdogra in
Siliguri. Polling at SMP,
which is located in the footh-
ills, and in the Darjeeling dis-
trict was about 79.35%.

The polling at the three-
tier body in Siliguri was 23%
higher than in the GTA. Des-
pite the low voter turnout,
the fact that the elections to
the GTA was held peacefully
comes as respite to the West
Bengal government.

YSRCP raises victory margin in
by-election for Atmakur seat

Ex MLASs brother Mekapati Vikram Reddy wins by 82,742 votes

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NELLORE

Riding on the crest of a sym-
pathy wave, YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) candidate Me-
kapati ~ Vikram  Reddy
emerged victorious in the
byelection to the Atmakur
Assembly constituency in
SPSR Nellore district by a
margin of 82,742 votes, as
the counting of votes polled
on Thursday was taken up
on Sunday.

The YSRCP candidate,
brother of former MLA and
State Industries and Infor-
mation Technology Minister
Mekapati Goutham Reddy,
whose untimely death ne-
cessitated the bypoll, polled
1,02,074 votes, an increase
in the victory margin by over
60,000 when compared to
2019.

Big win: Mekapati Vikram Reddy taking the election
certificate from the Returning Officer. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

His nearest Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) rival G. Bha-
rat Kumar Yadav, who se-
cured 19,332 votes, lost his
security deposit as also the
12 other candidates who
were in the fray.

In the first round itself,
Mr. Vikram established a
comfortable lead of over

Turbulent Assembly session
on the cards for Kerala today

Cong. outrage over attack on Rahul’s office to rock House

G ANAND
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A turbulent session seems to
be on the cards when the
Kerala Legislative Assembly
convenes on Monday.

The Congress outrage
provoked by the Students
Federation of India (SFI) at-
tack on Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi’s office at Kalpet-
ta in the Wayanad Lok Sabha
constituency is likely to rock
the House.

The Congress has linked
Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan’s office to the
widely condemned act of
wanton violence.

It has portrayed the attack
as a political gambit to de-
flect public attention from
the gold smuggling scandal
that had arguably cast Mr.
Vijayan’s  integrity  in
“doubt”. Notably, the ques-
tion hour on Monday is re-

the local farmers. Apart from
adding to the crop diversity, :
the effort was also to enthuse :
farmers to conserve the tra- :
ditional varieties,” Mr. Krish- :

na Prasad added.

Aravinda Kumar, Assistant
Professor, College of Horti- :
culture, Mysuru, pointed out :
that Amaranthus was an ex- :
cellent source of calcium, :
magnesium, potassium, vita- :
min A, B and C, and an in- :
credible source of vitamin K :
and the crop offered the :
most nutrition per calorie :

than most foods.

For the participants the :
field visit was also an effort to
orient the farmers to include :
Amaranthus in the bouquet :
of crops under mixed crop-
ping template and promote :
both crop diversity and em- :
power rural communities to
build upon indigenous and
traditional knowledge, skills :

and practices.

plete with queries to Mr. Vi-
jayan about the allegations
levelled against him and his
family by the gold case ac-
cused Swapna Suresh.

The Left Democratic
Front (LDF) seems resolved
to stand up to the alleged
Congress-Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) conspiracy to re-
surrect discredited old lies
to denigrate the ruling front.
It has termed the scandal an
RSS-backed scurrilous attack
on Mr. Vijayan’s probity.

Forceful strategy

The LDF will likely adopt a
forceful floor strategy to de-
fend Mr. Vijayan. It can ar-
gue that the Centre’s gold
case probe had ended in a
blind alley.

The Congress might coun-
ter the claim by stating that
the high-profile investigation
had meandered to a halt be-

cause of a trade-off between
the BJP and the Communist
Party of India (Marxist).

The Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) Op-
position has repeatedly al-
leged that the State govern-
ment had scuttled the
‘Kodakara hawala heist case’
against BJP leaders to get Mr.
Vijayan off the hook.

The ruling front also
seemed poised to weaponise
the alleged Youth Congress
bid on Mr. Vijayan’s life on
board an aircraft to target
the Opposition.

In turn, the UDF can lean
on the thumping victory in
the Thrikkakara Assembly
byelection to justify its resis-
tance to the K-Rail project.

The session also scrutinis-
es several bills, and the rul-
ing front can rest assured
that it has the votes to win
their passage.

5,000 votes and there was
no looking back from then
on as he improved the lead
in each of the next 19
rounds. But for the BSP can-
didate who polled 4,897
votes, all other candidates
got less than the NOTA
(None of the Above) count of
4,179 votes in the bypoll.

- ‘Sangh trying
- todivide
communities’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
CPI(M) State secretary Ko-
diyeri Balakrishnan has ac-
cused the Sangh Parivar
forces of attempting to
drive a wedge between
Christian and Muslim com-
munities to splinter minor-
ity vote and destroy their
cohesion against the BJP’s
‘divisive agenda’.

The CPI(M) Wayanad
district committee would
probe the attack by SFI ac-
tivists on the regional office
of Rahul Gandhi. However,
he cautioned the police
against  overwhelmingly
targetting SFI activists at
the behest of the local Con-
gress leaders.

Mr. Balakrishnan said
the Congress had not de-
nounced the Youth Con-
gress bid on Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan's
life on board an aircraft. In-
stead, the party hailed the
attackers as heroes.

Tensions in Telangana town
over TRS leaders’ ‘challenge’

Two of them wanted a public face-off; Section 144 imposed

STAFF REPORTER
HYDERABAD
Tensions prevailed in Kolla-
pur town in Telangana’s Na-
garkurnool district on Sun-
day as two leaders belonging
to the ruling Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) pre-
pared for a public face-off
over “who did what for the
Assembly constituency”.
The police had denied
permission for the event.
Both former Kollapur
MLA Jupalli Krishna Rao and
present legislator Beeram
Harshavardhan Reddy had
mobilised their own cadres
for the debate near the Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar statue in the
morning. In the wake of the
tense situation, both leaders

i e .'m‘ﬂ
TRS cadre during the
face-off in Kollapur
town on Sunday.

were placed under house ar-
rest since morning.
Authorities imposed Sec-
tion 144 of the Cr.PC banning
gatherings in the town.
The town was turned into
a fortress, several routes

were barricaded and a large
police force guarded the
leaders’ residences.

However, things changed
fast when supporters of Mr.
Reddy began to move to-
wards Mr. Rao’s residence.
When Mr. Reddy came out
of his house with his suppor-
ters, the police detained him
and took him in their vehi-
cle. Many of his supporters
who obstructed the police
vehicle were also taken
away.

Mr. Rao, former Minister
for Panchayat Raj and Rural
Development, had lost to
Mr. Reddy — then with the
Congress — in the 2018 elec-
tion. Mr. Reddy later joined
the TRS.
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Keep up the pressure

India must seek the extradition of Sajid Mir
for his role in the Mumbai attacks

eports in Pakistan’s newspapers, that a Pakistani
R:;)urt has convicted Sajid Majeed Mir, one of the
en who planned the Mumbai 26/11 attacks, on
terror financing charges, is welcome proof that the
search for each of the masterminds must never be given
up on. In the case of Mir, Pakistan’s security agencies
had gone so far as to falsely declare him “dead”. He was
reportedly sentenced to more than 15 years in jail and is
serving his term in a Lahore jail. Mir, the LeT’s former
deputy chief of “international operations”, has been
wanted for his role in recruitment for the 26/11 attacks,
being the handler for David Headley, who carried out
the reconnaissance for the LeT during several visits to
India, and for being in the Karachi “control room” dur-
ing the Mumbai siege. Headley named Mir in his deposi-
tion to a U.S. court, after he was given a “plea bargain”
by the U.S. government, as well as in depositions via vi-
deo link for the 26/11 trial in India. Mir is also wanted for
LeT conspiracies to attack a Danish newspaper accused
of publishing blasphemous cartoons and bomb a nu-
clear installation in Australia. He was also convicted by
a French court for recruiting LeT operatives, and is be-
lieved to have also recruited terror-volunteers in the
“Virginia Paintball Jihad” case in the U.S. The timing of
Mir’s conviction appears to be linked to the final stages
of Pakistan’s grey listing at the FATF this June, that vot-
ed to allow on-site visits in Pakistan with a view to de-
listing it in the next few months. While Mir is not actual-
ly on the UN Security Council’s 1267 list of terror-desig-
nated individuals that the FATF is mandated to pursue,
the West has frequently brought his name up at FATF
proceedings in demanding that Pakistan successfully
convict leaders of terrorist groups.

If Mir is in fact behind bars, New Delhi must move
quickly to demand his extradition to stand for trial in
India. Admittedly, this is a virtually impossible task, gi-
ven the poor state of bilateral ties. New Delhi must also
rectify the error in not pursuing Mir’s addition to the
UNSC list thus far, and launch a concerted international
effort for Mir to be prosecuted for the number of terror
attacks he has been involved in — not just for terror fi-
nancing. As with Hafiz Saeed, Zaki-ur-Rahman Lakhvi
and other LeT members, it is necessary to keep the
spotlight on Mir, given the predilection of Pakistan’s le-
gal authorities for reversing convictions and reducing
the sentencing of terrorists once the heat from interna-
tional agencies reduces. This will be particularly impor-
tant, especially as Pakistan is expected to receive a full
reprieve at the FATF in October, and it must be made
clear that the Government will continue to pursue the
legal process against each of the men behind the Mum-
bai attacks, until they are brought to justice.

Regressive, inhumane

By removing constitutional right to abortion,
U.S. Supreme Court is on wrong side of liberty

hen a democracy rolls back a constitutional
F\ ; ‘ / right that has been in place for almost half a
century, it must consider itself in deep peril.
The U.S. stands at that fraught juncture now, after its
Supreme Court, in a 6-3 majority, overturned the 1973
ruling in Roe vs Wade, and took away the constitutional
right to abortion. In one blow, on June 24, it withdrew
from women anywhere in the country their right to re-
productive and bodily autonomy. With Roe, as well as
the 1992 decision in Planned Parenthood vs Casey that
upheld Roe, gone, the court returned “the issue of abor-
tion to the people’s elected representatives”. States can
now decide whether to ban abortion, and at what stage
in a pregnancy and under what circumstances. The
fight over abortion has been the U.S.’s most passionate-
ly waged ideological battle. With a focus that denies any
space for compassion or respect for liberty, conserva-
tives have prioritised the task of having Roe overturned
for decades. With the court now having attained a con-
servative supermajority, the decision had been immi-
nent — some Republican-ruled States have started ban-
ning abortion, with trigger laws in place in anticipation
of such a judgment. Other Red States will follow.

This Supreme Court decision, Dobbs vs Jackson Wo-
men’s Health Organization, has in effect divided the U.S.
territorially — States where women have the right to
abortion, and those where they do not. Where they do
not, women with unplanned or unwanted pregnancies,
including possibly in some jurisdictions those that en-
danger the mother’s life or are a result of rape or incest,
may have no option but to seek medical assistance in
other States. This needs resources and support struc-
tures, and many women will be left with no option oth-
er than clandestine, unsafe abortions nearer home.
Chillingly, there is fear that miscarriages could be sub-
ject to criminal investigations. On a positive side, major
U.S. companies and some States (New York) have start-
ed offering financial support to employees and help for
out-of-state abortion seekers who seek medical inter-
ventions in abortion-supporting States. This will, ho-
wever, make already-bitter partisan polarisation worse.
It must also alarm Americans that the logic of Dobbs —
that abortion is not mentioned in the U.S. Constitution
and is not covered by the landmark 14th Amendment of
1868 that safeguards liberty — has opened the process
for other rights to be taken away. For now, President Joe
Biden and his Democratic Party have vowed to put Roe
on the ballot in November’s mid-term elections. But the
way the U.S. electoral system stacks up the numbers in
the Senate against their efforts to break the filibuster,
the effort to protect women will likely be carried out in-

Rewriting ‘old history’ for a New India

The proposed changes to history textbooks specifically target certain areas of India’s past, causing an ideological shift
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ANUBHUTI MAURYA

ecent investigative reports
R(The Indian Express, June 19-

22, 2022) bring to light pro-
posals for deletions and changes
to school textbooks across the
board. The aim, purportedly, is to
reduce the load on school stu-
dents who have suffered a loss of
learning due to extended shut-
downs during the novel coronavi-
rus pandemic. However, the
changes made in the history text-
books specifically target certain
areas of India’s past and will result
in an ideological shift in history
teaching at the school level.

Curricular changes

The Government is currently un-
dertaking a series of curricular
changes. The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Educa-
tion, Women, Children, Youth and
Sports recently tabled its Report
on the Reforms in Content and De-
sign of School Text books ( Novem-
ber 30, 2021). The National Coun-
cil of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) is already in the
process of formulating the new Na-
tional Curricular Framework,
which will direct the syllabi of cen-
tral and State educational boards.
At the heart of this process is the
rewriting of school textbooks. The
Report of the Parliamentary Com-
mittee notes right at the beginning
that, ‘School Textbooks, in our
educational system, remain the

easiest way of sharing a single nar-
rative across millions of students
through the multitude of diversity
that defines our country’.

In the tabled report, the discus-
sions in the NCERT and the public
statements by members of the rul-
ing establishment, there is an
overwhelming emphasis on the
need to rewrite history textbooks,
to remove ‘un-historical facts and
distortions about national heroes’.
This is not surprising in itself,
since history is at the heart of the
political discourse today. The ma-
joritarian political rhetoric rides
on the vilification of the Muslims
of India as ‘outsiders’ and ‘invad-
ers’. The real story of India, it ar-
gues, lies in the ancient period,
which is imagined as the glorious
Hindu past. Violence — through in-
vasions, battles and bloodshed — is
seen as the prime medium of
change. The victorious, masculine
hero is celebrated, and defeat is
seen as an ignominious emascula-
tion. This history focuses on he-
roes and kings, rulers and armies,
even though the craft of history
writing has long moved beyond
this kind of understanding. Ho-
wever, the suggested changes look
to enshrine this as the dominant
perspective in history textbooks.

Points of concern
This raises two points of concern:
One, this is a limited and un-
imaginative approach to school
education in general and history
education in particular. The dis-
cussions, especially in the tabled
report suggest that the use of au-
dio-visual resources and digital
content through QR codes would
make school textbooks interesting
for students. Such changes are
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welcome. But these are pedagogic
techniques, carriers of content. It
is when the students are chal-
lenged in the realm of ideas that
education becomes more engag-
ing and a meaningful vehicle of
change.

Two, this narrative makes a de-
mand upon students to suspend
critical thinking about the world
around them and reduces the past
to statist and static in their imagi-
nation. For example, there is a
proposal to delete the description
of some of the practices of Akbar’s
court. These include the transla-
tion of Sanskrit texts such as the
Ramayana, the Mahabharata and
the Rajatarangini into Persian, Ak-
bar’s engagement with diverse so-
cial and religious practices in the
empire, and a section on the emer-
gence of composite architectural
traditions.

An example

Akbar’s armies built a grand em-
pire, stretching from Kashmir to
the Deccan, from Kabul to Bengal.
His court saw an assemblage of ad-
ministrators, military comman-
ders, the learned and the gifted
from regions across India, and
from central and west Asia. The
administrative culture of the em-

pire and its language of politics
emerged out of the engagements
and dissensions in the courtly
space.

The traditions of the Mughal
court influenced the political cul-
ture of kingdoms across the sub-
continent. If you have ever won-
dered about the mélange that is
our modern Indian languages, or
about the cusped arches on hous-
es and temples in villages and
small towns, the answer is not that
the Mughal armies marched
through these areas. Different tra-
ditions, courtly and popular, inte-
racted to produce new political,
social and cultural forms. These
populate our everyday practices,
rituals and traditions, languages
and food, artistic sensibilities and
so on. However, this sense of histo-
ry — as fluid, fractious and dynam-
ic — is lost when Akbar is present-
ed only as an emperor who won
battles.

Akbar is just one example. The
proposed changes in textbooks
censor out the diversity in our
past, and reduce the space for ex-
ploring other histories, like that of
inequality — whether of caste or
gender, or stories of challenges to
hegemonic orders. By posing the
history of India as a glory tale, it
curtails the possibilities of asking
questions of it.

The larger narrative

The proposed changes to the his-
tory textbooks fit within the larger
narrative of this government. In a
recent speech at the Delhi Univer-
sity, the Home Minister declared
that since 2014, a ‘New India’ is be-
ing crafted. This New India needs
a new history. However, this new
history makes villains of some
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communities and privileges a frag-
mented historical narrative which
is subject to the demands of com-
munity sentiments.

In 1947, when India was emerg-
ing from the shadows of colonial-
ism, Indian historians were faced
with the question of their role in
this nation in the making. In his
Presidential address to the Indian
History Congress in December
1947, four months after Indepen-
dence and in midst of the events of
Partition, Mohammad Habib
asked the historians of the newly
independent India to write histo-
ries which would create a ‘national
community’, one which rose
above all differences of communi-
ty and caste, where citizens were
to be subject to national laws. His
address was both poignant and
prophetic.

Habib’s words ring out strongly
today, when as citizens we see the
very idea of the Indian nation be-
ing redefined, its Constitution
challenged. They ring out even
more strongly as history becomes
the main battleground where this
new idea of the nation is being ma-
nufactured, literally by the sword
and the bulldozer, through blood
and tears.

The stories of India’s past are
complex and diverse. It is unjust to
fit it into simple accounts of golden
and dark ages, of great and bad
men, of remembered and ima-
gined hurts. The proposed rewrit-
ing of the history textbook seeks to
raise future generations of Indians
on ahistorical ideas and a unity
premised on falsehoods.

Anubhuti Maurya teaches history at the
Department of History and Archaeology,
Shiv Nadar University

Making sense of New Delhi’s Taliban rapprochement

As a ‘civilisational state’ and inspiring global power, India cannot behave as a transactional, opportunistic salesman

DAVOOD MORADIAN

he Pakistan-led coalition’s
Tsuccess and luck in toppling

a United States-supported
constitutional order in Afghanis-
tan has brought to surface unex-
pected developments. While a
growing number of the Taliban’s
western and regional lobbyists are
distancing themselves from their
pyrrhic victory, India pulled a rab-
bit out of its diplomatic hat by
sending a senior diplomatic dele-
gation to the Taliban-occupied Ka-
bul. The visit was the culmination
of Delhi’s months of quiet diplo-
macy and signalling. Just hours af-
ter the Taliban’s takeover, in 2021,
India was the first country to im-
mediately ban all Afghans travell-
ing to India, including students
and patients with a valid Indian vi-
sa. In a significant but not widely-
covered decision, India chose to
abstain from the UN Security
Council’s calling on the Taliban to
open girl schools and continues to
remain silent about a worsening
situation in Afghanistan.

India’s apparent reorientation
can be described and understood
as an example of realpolitik, su-
premacy of national interest and a
superficiality of “values” and “sen-
timents” in the Hobbesian world
of international politics. India’s
neutral stance on Russia’s entan-
glement in Ukraine reveals the In-
dian version of “First India” fo-
reign policy.

However, Delhi’s flirtation with
the Taliban raises a number of per-
tinent questions: What are India’s
key strategic interests in Afghanis-
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tan? How can a potential India-Ta-
liban rapprochement advance
such interests? Does the Taliban
have the intent and/or capacity to
deliver on their promise and vice
versa? How would India engage
with the anti-Taliban constituen-
cies? How will India’s aspiration to
become a global power be served
by aligning with an unacceptable
regime such as the Taliban?

India as alliance’s target
Afghanistan is a security-centric
concern, in particular, the nexus
of Islamic militancy, illicit drugs
and proxy warfare. India is a prim-
ary target for this alliance. The Ta-
liban’s victory realised two impor-
tant ideological and strategic goals
of militant Islamists and their Pa-
kistani patron: establishing a
“pure Islamic Government” in the
Heart of Asia and securing Pakis-
tan’s “Strategic Depth”. The two
concepts are necessary pre-condi-
tions for attaining another long-
held vision of Islamists,
Ghazwa-e-Hind.

There are both historical prece-
dents and existing infrastructure
in support of the nexus of religious
zealots, tribal warriors and impe-
rial ambitions. Mahmud Ghaznavi
was the first to recruit tribal war-
riors from today’s Afghanistan/Pa-
kistan border region to attack and
plunder India more than 1,000
years ago. The British applied a si-
milar strategy in undermining and
eventually toppling Afghanistan’s
progressive King Amanullah Khan
in the early 20th century. In its
first war against India in 1948, Pa-
kistan mobilised a tribal army to
attack India.

The central pillar of the West’s
anti-Soviet strategy in Afghanistan
was to fund and support the Muja-
hideen via a Central Intelligence
Agency  (CIA)-led operation,
named “Operation Cyclone”. Pa-

kistan’s geo-strategic vision for Af-
ghanistan is to create a “Greater
Waziristan”, to be ruled by an iso-
lated, ruthless and dogmatic Tali-
ban’s reign, funded by United Na-

tions/western humanitarian
assistance. In return, Greater Wa-
ziristan” would become a major
centre for producing, training and
sheltering different brands of “tri-
bal/Islamist warriors” for different
markets. Afghanistan’s over 6,000
religious madrassas will be further
incorporated into Pakistan’s plus
40,000 madrassas to create the
world’s largest network of militan-
cy-inspired educational
institutions.

Wishful thinking

New Delhi also seems hopeful of
capitalising on the personal
grudge some Taliban commanders
have against Pakistan and hence
its wishful thinking to create an In-
dia-friendly faction within the Tali-
ban. Pakistan’s military-intelli-
gence establishment has shown its
ruthless and efficient way in deal-
ing with dissident, “out-of-con-
trol” and “outdated” proxies. The
fate of Pakistani politicians such as
Benazir Bhutto, Nawaz Sharif, Im-
ran Khan, or Pakistan’s Afghan
proxies such as Gulbuddin Hekma-
tyar, and former Taliban supreme
leader Mullah Akhtar Mansour
showed Pakistan’s zealous deter-
mination to maintain its monopoly
on its proxies. India’s ruling par-

ty’s anti-Muslim inclinations have
also provided additional ammuni-
tion to the advocates of
“Ghazwa-e-Hind”.

The facts on the ground are of-
ten cited to justify a realistic fo-
reign policy; a justification by
those who advocate engagement
with the Taliban. There are also
other facts that should be taken in-
to account. The U.S.’s peace agree-
ment with the Taliban ended the
U.S.s half-hearted and confused
hostility with the Taliban. It did
not however terminate other driv-
ers of the Afghan conflict. The fol-
lowing social media trends among
Afghan users reveal the full pic-
ture of the sorrow conflict: Sanc-
tionPakistan; LetAfghanGirls-
Learn; StopHazaraGenocide;
StopTajikGenocide; PartitionAf-
ghanistan. The Taliban have ex-
cluded all non-Taliban Pashtuns
from public space as is shown by
the house detention of former Pre-
sident Hamid Karzai; there are al-
so systematic violations of the hu-
man rights of the non-Pashtun
communities which amount to
crime against humanity, and eth-
nic cleansing which borders on ge-
nocide. For the first time, the par-
tition of the country into
Pashtun-dominated and Farsiwan-
dominated polities has, sadly, be-
come political discourse among
the Farsiwan constituencies.

Fallacy of ‘India First’

An “India First” policy seems to
drive Delhi’s Taliban rapproche-
ment. If so, it will destroy a central
pillar of India’s foreign and securi-
ty policy, the dismantling of the re-
gion’s “terrorist infrastructure”.
The Taliban’s victory is the best
product of this infrastructure. It
would defy logic to be simultane-
ously critical of a production sys-
tem while embracing its premium
product. India as a “civilizational

state” and an inspiring global pow-
er cannot behave as a bandwagon-
ing, transactional, opportunistic
salesman.

Notwithstanding India’s strateg-
ic hesitancy and caution during
the last two decades in Afghanis-
tan, it attained two important
benchmarks of becoming an idea-
tional and trustworthy partner.
Many Afghans looked at India as
an example of a fellow developing
nation that overcame the many
challenges of building and sustain-
ing a functioning democratic poli-
ty. More importantly, India was
seen as a sincere friend of Afghan-
istan, unlike many double-faced
actors. Even for an “interest”-
based foreign policy, it is counter-
productive to lose the trust and
goodwill of Afghans toward India
by embracing a policy that is
doomed to failure on multiple
grounds.

Since August 15, 2021, Afghanis-
tan has descended from a Pax
Americana experiment to a “Pax
Pakistana” ambition. The pros-
pects for peace and stability in Af-
ghanistan under a Pax Pakistana
lordship are not feasible as Pakis-
tan itself is overwhelmed by multi-
ple internal and external challeng-
es. Afghanistan needs a strong UN
mandate, including a UN-led polit-
ical transition process supported
by a UN peace keeping/making
force. India can lend its support to
such endeavours which are wor-
thy of its character, ambition and
Afghanistan’s needs.

Davood Moradian is Director of the
Afghan Institute for Strategic Studies
(AISS). He has previously worked in the
Office of President Hamid Karzai and
Afghanistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
as Chief Policy Adviser. He has taught in
the University of St. Andrews (Scotland)
and the American University of
Afghanistan

Maharashtra politics
Maharashtra is witnessing
the usual game politicians
play — that of large-scale
defections, which is an
offshoot of personal
ambition, which
disrespects and tears to
shreds the will of the
people that is so sacrosanct
in a democracy (Page 1,
“Ban orders in Mumbai as
MLAS’ offices attacked”,
June 26). And, it is now
spilling on to the streets.
Whatever might be the
reason for the crisis, the
verdict of the people which
handed over governance to

revenge on the Sena, its
once all-weather ally, for
deserting the Hindutva
bandwagon, the writing on
the wall for India’s future is
clear: it looks rather bleak,
as an unbridled ideology
has only meant communal
unrest and giant retrograde
steps for India, nationally
and internationally. One
hopes that the crisis in
Maharashtra is doused soon
by well-meaning politicians
— if there is anyone who
still exists in that category —
and the voters’ will and
democracy are redeemed.
Dr. GEORGE JACOB,

attributed to activist Teesta
Setalvad and former Indian
Police Service officer and
whistle-blower R.B.
Sreekumar, one cannot
help observing what is
perceived to be the
revengeful and ugly haste
with which an FIR was filed
against them accusing of
criminal conspiracy and
other offences under the
IPC (Page 1, “Teesta, former
IPS officer detained”, June
26). The development is a
not so-veiled a threat to
those who risk pointing an
accusing finger at the
powers that be.

disturbing so soon after the
Supreme Court’s verdict.
Tragic incidents did happen
in Gujarat. Hundreds were
killed and injured. Many of
those affected have yet to
process what happened to
them and the direction of
their lives. Has the truth
about what actually
happened in Gujarat been

= The Supreme Court’s
dismissal of the ‘larger
conspiracy’ angle in the
2002 Gujarat riots has

role of those who were
cleared by the SIT. The

careers of some political
figures, even multiplying

to forget the point that
former leader Atal Bihari

revealed? Vajpayee emphasised: the
HEMACHANDRA BASAPPA, need to observe ‘raj dharma’.
Bengaluru Acting against those who

lingering doubts about the

Gujarat riots constituted a
turning point in the political

their political fortunes. But
these personalities ought not

Toread more letters
online, scan the QR code

sought justice for the riot
victims might have a chilling
effect on the defenders of
human rights and leave the
victims with no one to take
up the cudgels on their
behalf. Sadly, the judiciary
did not empathise with Zakia
Jafri and give her a sense of
closure.

G. DAVID MILTON,
Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS:

In the ‘Data Point’ story titled “The problems plaguing thermal
power generators” (June 24, 2022), the power demand figures in
the opening paragraph should have read “211 GW” and “200 GW”
instead of 211 MW and 200 MW.

Itis the policy of The Hindu to correct significant errors as soon as possible. Please specify
the edition (place of publication), date and page. The Readers’ Editor’s office can be
contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300 (11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to

the MVA Alliance must be
respected and honoured. If

Kochi brought down the curtain on

the much-protracted, yet

AYYASSERI RAVEENDRANATH,

crementally: legal challenges at multiple levels, support Aranmula, Kerala
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Bringing MSMEs into global value chains

These businesses are the ones that have faced the harshest of environments over the last few years

RENE VAN BERKEL, DAGMAR WALTER
& SHOMBI SHARP

Though the growth and achieve-
ments of large businesses in India
have received much attention, mi-
cro-, small and medium enterprises
(MSME) actually account for over
99% of businesses. MSMEs are the
largest employer in India outside of
agriculture, employing over 11.1 crore
people, or 45% of all workers. It is no
exaggeration to call MSMEs - private-
ly owned enterprise with less than
%50 crore in investments in plant and
machinery and turnover below 3250
crore - the backbone of the Indian
economy.

Every year on June 27, World
MSME Day provides us with the op-
portunity to appreciate their valua-
ble contribution to job creation and
sustainable development across the
world. Yet, these businesses are the
ones that have faced the harshest of
environments over the last few years.

The disruption of the pandemic
severely impacted MSMEsS, especially
those in the services sector. Their
small size and lack of access to re-
sources meant that many were only
beginning to mount a fragile recov-
ery just when renewed war, supply
shocks and soaring fuel, food and fer-
tilizer prices presented a host of new
threats. And all of this comes against
the backdrop of the ongoing climate
crisis, the greatest disruption multi-
plier of all.

At the same time, the potential of
India’s small businesses is truly im-
mense. India faces a unique moment
in history, a potential demographic
dividend of tremendous propor-
tions. To leverage this opportunity,
India needs to create many jobs, es-
pecially for the one million young pe-
ople entering the labour market ev-
ery month.

Meeting standards

While some MSMEs operate at the
highest industry standards, most do
not meet today’s standards on pro-
ductivity, environmental sustainabil-
ity, and health and safety of workers.
This is further exacerbated by the
high degree of informality in the sec-
tor, with many enterprises unregis-
tered, and both employers and work-
ers are lacking awareness of and
commitment to comply with labour
and environmental laws. As a result,
informal enterprises cannot access
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formal MSME support and financing
nor participate in global value chains
that require full compliance with all
applicable regulations.

The Government of India has
rightly identified the development of
the country’s MSME ecosystem as a
top priority for achieving Atma Nirb-
har Bharat (self-reliant India). India’s
ambitious “Make in India” campaign
aims to catapult the country up the
manufacturing value chain to posi-
tion itself as a global manufacturing
hub. Initiatives such as the produc-
tion linked incentives (PLI) schemes
and the recently launched zero effect
zero defect (ZED) certification are
helping to promote and boost the
sector.

To help accelerate this process,
the UN system in India is supporting
these and other MSME development
initiatives at the local, State and na-
tional levels. Agencies such as the
United Nations Industrial Develop-
ment Organization (UNIDO), Interna-
tional Labour Organization (ILO),
United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), UN Women, IFAD
and others are working with MSMEs
as they navigate a rapidly changing
post-pandemic economic landscape
shaped by large-scale transitions,
chiefly digitalisation, greening and
the reorganisation of value chains.

Firstly, digitalisation concerns the
integration of digital technologies,
such as big data, artificial intelligence
and virtual reality, in business pro-
cesses, also known as Industry 4.0.
With few exceptions, digitalisation
into smart manufacturing operations
is still in its infancy. Therefore, there
is a need for replicable digital solu-

Three’s a crowd?

The dispute around Amaravati versus 3 capitals
for Andhra rages even after the HC verdict

V. RAGHAVENDRA

The proposed three capitals for And-
hra Pradesh continue to be in a limbo
due to the protracted litigation in the
High Court and the spirited battle be-
ing waged outside by thousands of
farmers who gave up their fertile
lands for the development of Amara-
vati as a single capital city.

The High Court said on March 3,
2022, that the State should develop
Amaravati as the capital of Andhra
Pradesh, consequent to its lack of le-
gislative competence to change or tri-
furcate the capital.

In response, the State government
filed a petition earlier this month, re-
questing that it be given five years’
time, citing the difficulty in accom-
plishing the task in a short time (one
month for infrastructure creation
and six months for construction and
development Amaravati from the
date of judgement) and the sev-
ere financial constraints it is

grappling  with
since bifurcation.
Meanwhile, ANDHRA
PRADESH

the State govern-

ment claimed to
have resumed the
works which were sus-

pended soon after theYSR Con-
gress came to power in May 2019 and
said it is in the process of raising
loans from banks.

Here lies a big problem: banks
have made it clear that only a consor-
tium of banks (a single bank cannot
lend huge sums) can provide the cre-
dit required by the government.

Quest for loans

A bigger hurdle is the stipulation by
the banks that the “revenue stream
of the borrower (the government)
should be reflected in the financial
model” and “any budgetary support
for servicing repayment obligations
will not be considered”.

These conditions have essentially
tied the government in knots as com-
plying with those procedures and ob-
taining final approvals from the lend-
ing institutions is itself a time-taking
process and the government had to
struggle to bridge the revenue deficit
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that is widening over the years.

Besides, the economy is going
through a turmoil largely due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. As it is, the go-
vernment is running on a shoestring
budget, which leaves no scope for it
to meet the large expenditure en-
tailed by the development of Amara-
vati even in separate tranches.

On the other side is Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy’s strong de-
sire to have the three capitals in Am-
aravati, Visakhapatnam and Kurnool,
about which he is clear in spite of the
setback suffered by the government
in the court.

At the time of repealing the And-
hra Pradesh Decentralisation and In-
clusive Development of all Regions
Act 2020 and the Andhra Pradesh
Capital Re- gion Development

Authority Repeal Act

in the State Legisla-

ture, he was on record,

saying that the government

would come up with a fresh

Bill to give the three capitals a
tangible shape sooner than later.

However, the new law proposed
by the Chief Minister has so far not
been introduced in the Legislature
due to the risks involved in doing so
as such a move is bound to be consi-
dered contempt of court and may
lead to escalating the dispute to the
Supreme Court.

Justice Gopala Gowda, retired
judge of the Supreme Court who had
been a vocal critic of the three capi-
tals proposal, said in a recent work-
shop organised by the Amaravati Pa-
rirakshana Samithi, that the High
Court judgment is the law till it is set
aside by the Supreme Court as per
Article 13 of the Constitution.

He said that not only the Chief Se-
cretary but also all members of the
State Legislature, including the Mi-
nisters, were jointly and severally lia-
ble to action for not implementing
the order.

Therefore, it remains to be seen
whether the Chief Minister will stick
to Amaravati or proceed with the
idea of three capitals and if the move
derives any electoral mileage for the
YSR Congress in the north Andhra
districts and Rayalaseema.
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tions adapted for MSMESs, including
digital enhancements for machinery
and equipment currently in use. Go-
vernment initiatives such as the Digi-
tal Saksham and the interlinking of
the Udyam, e-Shram, National Ca-
reer Service (NCS), and Atmanirbhar
Skilled Employee-Employer Map-
ping (ASEEM) portals show the pro-
mise of targeted digitalisation
schemes.

Environmental impact

Secondly, “greening” reduces the en-
vironmental impact of MSME opera-
tions and fosters cleantech innova-
tion and entrepreneurship to
accelerate the transition to a circular
and low carbon economy. Energy ef-
ficiency provides a case in point as
business and climate benefits go
hand in hand. For example, together
with the Bureau of Energy Efficiency
(BEE), UNIDO provided energy effi-
ciency advisory services to 695
MSMEs in 23 clusters covering brass,
ceramic, dairy, foundry and hand
tool sectors. As a result, these
MSMEs invested themselves during
the cash-strapped COVID period 157
crore to save 13,105 tonnes of oil
equivalent and 81 crore in annual
operating costs and preventing
83,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas
emissions.

Thirdly, to increase the resilience
of supply in response to recent
shocks, production locations for glo-
bal value chains are increasingly
shifting and diversifying across coun-
tries and regions.

To further leverage this opportun-
ity, UNIDO is spearheading the no-
tion of manufacturing excellence.
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This means fostering a culture of
continuous improvement and inno-
vation that reduces waste and in-
creases productivity, safety and qual-
ity. In one partnership with the
Automotive Components Manufac-
turers Association (ACMA), the parti-
cipating SME component manufac-
turers have achieved average
reductions of in-house and client re-
jections of 82% and 73% respectively,
eliminated hazardous work condi-
tions, and achieved cumulative an-
nual savings of over 4.2 crore.

Job creation
The Prime Minister’s Employment
Generation Programme (PMEGP) is
also creating opportunities for self-
employment and micro enterprises,
with over 7 lakh micro enteprises as-
sisted in becoming economically via-
ble. Similarly, ILO, together with the
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce & Industry (FICCI) and
corporates, is supporting MSMEs in
creating and retaining jobs, with over
150 MSMEs having improved produc-
tivity, aligned to international stan-
dards and integrated into global sup-
ply chains, and the Start and
Improve Your Business programme
helping over a lakh young people
across five States launch enterprises.
A forward-looking  mindset
centres on policy makers and society
at large fully recognising and sup-
porting the central socio-economic
role that MSMEs play in India, as
across the world. In turn, to fully un-
lock emerging opportunities in the
rapidly changing global value chain
ecosystem and maximise the demo-
graphic dividend, MSME owners
need to further commit to formalis-
ing their businesses, investing in im-
proved productivity, compliance and
most of all, decent work and jobs for
India’s aspiring youth. As UN Secre-
tary-General Guterres has urged,
“Let us renew our commitment to
leverage the full potential of MSMEs,
rescue the Sustainable Development
Goals and build a more prosperous
and just world for all.”

René Van Berkel is UNIDO Representative
and head of the UNIDO Regional Office in
India, Dagmar Walter is Director of ILO
India Country Office and Decent Work
Support Team for South Asia and Shombi
Sharp is the United Nations Resident
Coordinator in India, bringing the 26
agencies of Team UN India together for
Agenda 2030

How Hanoi and New Delhi
are fortifying defence ties

The maritime domain has taken centre stage in talks

HARSH V. PANT & PRATNASHREE BASU

The furtherance of India’s Act East Policy,
maritime multilateralism, maritime security
outreach and the building of stronger net-
works across the Indo-Pacific are some of the
key elements which have made New Delhi
and Hanoi natural partners. The two coun-
tries recently deepened bilateral coopera-
tion with the singing of the Joint Vision State-
ment on India-Vietham Defence Partnership
towards 2030 during the recent visit of De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh to Vietnam.
The Joint Vision Statement is aimed at boost-
ing the scope and scale of the existing de-
fence cooperation between the two nations.
Both sides undertook extensive delibera-
tions to expand avenues of effective and
practicable collaboration in bilateral defence
engagements pertaining to regional and glo-
bal issues.

In the meeting with his counterpart, Viet-
nam’s Minister of National Defence General
Phan Van Giang, the early finalisation of the
$500 million Defence Line of Credit extend-
ed by India to the latter along with the imple-
mentation of existing projects which would
complement India’s ‘Make in India, Make for
the world” and Hanoi’s defence capabilities
were also discussed. The two sides also
signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) on Mutual Logistics Support. This is
the first agreement of its kind that Hanoi has
entered into with any other country and ele-
vates the standing of Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership (CSP) which Hanoi shares
with New Delhi since 2016 (along with only
Russia and China).

Because of the volume of maritime trade
that passes through sea lanes of communica-
tion in the Indo-Pacific and potential as well
as estimated energy reserves in these waters,
maritime cooperation between countries in
the region have expanded exponentially. Un-
doubtedly, for India and Vietnam too, the
maritime domain in particular has occupied
a central focus. Both countries find conver-
gence in their approaches towards the main-
tenance of stability and security of the Indo-
Pacific which has translated into diplomatic
and political support in the context of deve-
lopments within the region.

The enhanced geostrategic prominence
and attendant uncertainties vis-a-vis China’s

States under fiscal constraints

The pandemic has worsened fiscal positions of State governments. Declining

tax revenue, a high share of committed expenses (interest payments,
pensions, administrative expenses etc.) and rising subsidy burdens
meant that States were overtly dependent on Central transfers. A decline
in revenue and increase in spending meant a sharp rise in debt. Punjab,

Rajasthan, Kerala, West Bengal, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Haryana had the highest debt burden in 2020-21.

The revenue expenditure of many of these States constitute 80-90% of the

total expenses and therefore they have poor capital spending

1. FISCAL DEFICIT AND DEBT TARGET

Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan and Punjab exceeded both
debt and fiscal deficit targets for 2020-21 set by the 15th
Finance Commission. Kerala, Jharkhand and West Bengal
exceeded the debt target, while Madhya Pradesh overshot

the fiscal deficit target
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3. HIGH REVENUE EXPENDITURE | The share

of revenue expenditure in total expenditure of these States
varies in the range of 80-90 per cent. Some States like
Rajasthan, West Bengal, Punjab and Kerala spend around 90

per cent in revenue accounts
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The ten selected States account for around half of the total
revenue collected by all states and UTs. They also account for
around half of the total expenditure by all State governments

in India

2. DEPENDENCY ON CENTRE I "Own" tax revenue
of Haryana, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh constitutes about half
of their total revenue collections. The major source of revenue
of other States is Central transfers. Within own tax revenue,
States' goods and services tax (SGST), States' excise duties
and sales tax are the major sources of revenue

COMPOSITION OF REVENUE RECEIPTS
(5-YEAR AVERAGE: 2017-18 TO 2021-22)

KERALA

ANDHRA
PUNJAB
RAJASTHAN
W.B
U.P.

M.P.
JHARKHAND
BIHAR

N CENTRAL TRANSFER (DEVOLUTION PLUS GRANTS)
BN OWN NON-TAX REVENUE BB OWN TAX REVENUE

4. POOR CAPITAL OUTLAY | High revenue

expenditure results in poor spending quality, as reflected in
their high revenue spending to capital outlay ratios. Capital
outlay is the money spent on acquiring assets while revenue
expenditure indicates daily operations expenses like salaries
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expanding and often abrasive footprints in
the Indo-Pacific have resulted in an overall
increase in emphasis on cooperative me-
chanisms and frameworks across the region.
Hanoi and New Delhi have not been stran-
gers to these developments and have
stepped up bilateral exchanges. Defence
partnership between the two countries has
been growing steadily following the singing
of the Defence Protocol in 2000 and today
covers extensive navy-to-navy cooperation
spanning the exchange of intelligence, pro-
duction and logistical support for Vietnam’s
defence requirements, development of naval
facilities such as Nha Trang, defence dia-
logues, high-level visits and the supply of
warships and cruise missiles.

Vietnam has and continues to be one of
the most vocal countries with respect to Chi-
na’s periodic transgressions in the South Chi-
na Sea. In India, Vietnam has found an
equally uncompromising partner when it
comes to the question of violations of free-
dom of navigation and threats to sovereign
maritime territorial rights as enshrined un-
der international maritime law. Indeed, it is
believed that Hanoi used the term Indo-Pac-
ific for the first time in 2018 in its Joint state-
ment with India. New Delhi has supported
Vietnam’s position in the South China Sea
with respect to Beijing’s destabilising actions
and coercive tactics backing the verdict of
the Permanent Court of Arbitration in the
case brought by Manila in 2016 and reiterat-
ing the irrefutability of the UNCLOS. India
has also not backed down from continuing
ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL)’s oil exploration pro-
ject in Block 128 (which is within Hanoi’s
EEZ) despite China’s protests. In 2020 Chi-
na’s incursion into Ladakh was quickly fol-
lowed by the deployment of warships by In-
dia to the South China Sea in an instance of
asymmetrical warfare and a signalling that
India will not stand down. These instances
together with the deepening of India’s oper-
ational outreach in the Indo-Pacific have suc-
cessfully indicated and cemented its role as a
capable, willing and reliable partner.

Despite the fact that the China factor has
provided impetus to the solidification of ties,
it is also important to consider that mutual
cooperation is not driven solely by it. Both
countries have expanded areas of collabora-
tion and are supportive of each other’s indi-
vidual and multilateral involvements within
the rubric of the Indo-Pacific.

Harsh V. Pant is Vice President, Observer Research
Foundation (ORF), New Delhi and Professor at King’s
College London. Pratnashree Basu is an Associate
Fellow at ORF, Kolkata

@he 00 Rindu,
FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 27, 1972

Sri Lanka seeks aid from China

Sri Lanka Premier Mrs. Sirimavo Bandara-
naike who arrived in Peking yesterday to an
unprecedentedly warm and enthusiastic re-
ception speaking later the same night called
for China’s continued support and co-opera-
tion to realise the acceptance of all powers
in the world of the proposal to make the In-
dia Ocean a peace zone. She said the China
could help clear the many hurdles which
still lay ahead of the proposal, could become
a reality. The Chinese Premier, Mr. Zhou En-
lai pledging China’s firm support for this
“just proposal” urged all countries to res-
pect, the resolution on the declaration of the
Indian Ocean as a peace zone adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly last
December. The appeals by the two Premiers
were made at a grand banquet given by Mr.
Chou in honour of Mrs. Bandaranaike and
her party in the banquet hall of the Great
Hall of People. Although in her speech Mrs.
Bandaranaike stated that she had gone to
China primarily to express her appreciation
“for friendship and co-operation which your
country has been extending to Sri Lanka”
there are indications that there are more
concrete subjects on the agenda of talks
which will take place in the coming few days.
In particular it seems likely that China will
be providing material assistance to streng-
then both Sri Lanka’s defence forces and its
civilian police. Mrs. Bandaranaike indicated
that she was expecting more aid from China
“in fields in which it would be mutually be-
neficial and appropriate to us”.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 27, 1922

Vacuum sweepers for streets

Plans are being considered according to the
“Daily Chronicle” Special Correspondent at
New York for making New York a dustless ci-
ty by using motor-driven vacuum sweepers
for cleaning the streets. Prominent business-
men who have urged this mehtod argue that
the machines will remove daily the germs
that now are only laid by rain, and thus re-
duce the mortality of the population consid-
erably. They will cart of the dust that is now
merely turned over by the ordinary sweep-
ers. The saving in laundry bills will be large.
Open windows will no longer mean dusty
rooms, and the labour of the housewife will
be greatly lightened. Finally it is estimated
that 2,000 street sweepers will be released
for other work, which will mean a saving of
much money to the city.

»
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Assam floods

In lakhs, the number of
people still facing difficulties
in 27 flood-hit districts of
Assam, according to the

Assam State Disaster
Management Authority. As many as
2.33 lakh have taken shelter in 637
relief camps of the northeastern State,
which had been battling floods and
landslides for the past two weeks. Four
more persons died on Saturday in the
floods in different parts of Assam,
raising this year's toll in the State due
to flood and landslides to 121. Since
March 1, the State has recorded
1,891.90 mm of rainfall. pmi

Short-term role

The number
of
applications
received by
.’ the Indian

Air Force Under the Agnipath
recruitment scheme till Sunday; three
days after the registration process
started. Registration closes on July 5.
Unveiling the Agnipath scheme, the
government had said youth between
the ages of 17-and-a-half and 21 years
(revised to 23 later) would be inducted
for a four-year tenure after which 25%
of them will be inducted for regular
service. p1i

India-Egypt wheat trade

In lakh tonnes, the amount

of wheat Egypt has

contracted to buy from

India, according to Egyptian
0

Supply Minister Aly
Moselhy. Shipment will happen once
the cargo "reaches the ports” in India,
Mr. Moselhy added. Egypt has strategic
reserves of wheat sufficient for 5.7
months. The country has procured 3.9
million tonnes of wheat in the harvest
so far. The strategic reserves for sugar
are sufficient for more than six months,
6.3 months for vegetable oils while rice
reserves will be enough for 3.3
months. ReuTERs

Need for coal

In million tonnes, the
amount of coal that will
be produced by two mines
in Assam if they were

[ ) cleared to operate. Coal

India unit North Eastern Coalfields is in
the process of seeking clearances for
putting them into operation in the
current financial year. This is in the
wake of efforts being made to avoid
the reoccurrence of power outages
faced by the country at the beginning
of the summer season. Mining
operations at North Eastern Coalfields
were halted due to
environment-related issues in 2020. p1i

Stepping off the gas

In percent, the amount by
which Russia cut gas supplies
to Europe blaming delayed
equipment repairs in the

Nord Stream 1 pipeline. The
move left Germany and other states
racing to find alternative supplies to
head off the risk of rationing when
winter comes. Europe fears President
Vladimir Putin will use a scheduled
maintenance programme on the
pipeline from July 11 to 21 to turn the
screws, putting a brake on efforts to
refill inventories in retaliation for
far-reaching sanctions over Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine. reuters
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M In order to reduce
maternal mortality owing to
unsafe abortions, the
Medical Termination of
Pregnancy (MTP) Act was
brought into force in 1971.
This law is an exception to
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
provisions of 312 and 313
and sets out the rules of
how and when a medical
abortion can be carried out.
I

B Under the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy
(Amendment) Act, 2021,
abortion is permitted after
medical opinion under
stipulated circumstances.
The 2021 Act increased the
upper limit of the gestation
period to which a woman
can seek a medical abortion
to 24 weeks from 20 weeks
permitted in the 1971 Act.
But this renewed upper limit
can only be exercised in
specific cases.
|

W Several women annually
approach the apex court and
High Courts, when medical
boards reject their
application to access MTP
beyond the gestational
upper limit, seeking
permission to abort a
pregnancy, mostly in cases
where it is a result of sexual
assault or when there is a
foetal abnormality.
—

EXPLAINER

EXPLAINER

Indian laws on abortions

What are the conditions under which Indian women can safely terminate pregnancies?

DIKSHA MUNJAL

The story so far: In a significant step
backwards for women’s rights in the U.S.,
the Supreme Court overturned the landmark
Roe v. Wade judgement of 1973, which gave
women in America the right to have an
abortion before the foetus is viable outside
the womb or before the 24-28 week mark.
With the setting aside of the historic
judgement on abortion in the U.S, here’s a
look at the laws that govern abortion in
India.

How did abortion laws come about in
India?
In the 1960s, in the wake of a high number
of induced abortions taking place, the Union
government ordered the constitution of the
Shantilal Shah Committee to deliberate on
the legalisation of abortion in the country. In
order to reduce maternal mortality owing to
unsafe abortions, the Medical Termination
of Pregnancy (MTP) Act was brought into
force in 1971. This law is an exception to the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) provisions of 312
and 313 and sets out the rules of how and
when a medical abortion can be carried out.
Under Section 312 of the IPC, a person
who “voluntarily causes a woman with child
to miscarry” is liable for punishment,
attracting a jail term of up to three years or
fine or both, unless it was done in good faith
where the purpose was to save the life of the
pregnant woman. Section 313 of the IPC
states that a person who causes the
miscarriage without the consent of the
pregnant woman, whether or not she is the
in the advanced stages of her pregnancy,
shall be punished with life imprisonment or
a jail term that could extend to 10 years, as
well as a fine.

How has the MTP Act evolved from 1971
to 2021?

The latest amendment to the MTP Act was
made in 2021. Before that new rules were
introduced in 2003 to allow the use of then
newly discovered abortion medicine
misoprostol, to medically terminate a
pregnancy up to seven weeks into it.
Broader amendments to the original Act
were introduced in 2020 and the amended
Act came into force in September 2021.

Under the Medical Termination of
Pregnancy (Amendment) Act, 2021, abortion
is permitted after medical opinion under
stipulated circumstances. The 2021 Act
increased the upper limit of the gestation
period to which a woman can seek a medical
abortion to 24 weeks from 20 weeks
permitted in the 1971 Act. But this renewed
upper limit can only be exercised in specific
cases. Gestational age, calculated in weeks,
is the medical term to describe how far
along the pregnancy is and is measured from
the first day of the woman’s last
menstruation or period.

Another major amendment was that MTP
could not be accessed on the opinion of a
single registered medical practitioner up to
20 weeks of the gestational age. From 20
weeks up to 24 weeks, the opinion of two
registered medical practitioners is required.
In the previous version of the Act, the
opinion of one registered doctor was
required to access a medical abortion up to
12 weeks of pregnancy, while two doctors
were required to endorse the abortion up to
20 weeks.

What is the MTP (Amendment) Act,
2021?

Under the 2021 Act, medical termination of
pregnancy is permitted if it is backed by
medical opinion and is being sought for at
least one of the following reasons — (1) If the
continuation of pregnancy would involve a
risk to the life of the pregnant woman (2) If
its continuation would result in grave injury
to the woman’s physical or mental health (3)
In the case of a substantial risk that if the
child was born, it would suffer from serious
physical or mental abnormality.

The pregnancy can be terminated upto 24
weeks of gestational age after the opinion of
two registered medical practitioners under
these conditions — (1) If the woman is either
a survivor of sexual assault or rape or incest
(2) If she is a minor (3) If her marital status
has changed during the ongoing pregnancy
(i.e. either widowhood or divorce) (4) If she
has major physical disabilities or is mentally
ill (5) On the grounds of foetal malformation
incompatible with life or if the child is born,
it would be seriously handicapped (6) If the
woman is in humanitarian settings or
disaster, or emergency situations as declared

by the government.

Besides, if the pregnancy has to be
terminated beyond the 24-week gestational
age, it can only be done on the grounds of
foetal abnormalities if a four-member
Medical Board, as set up in each State under
the Act, gives permission to do so.

The law, notwithstanding any of the above
conditions, also provides that where it is
immediately necessary to save the life of the
pregnant woman, abortion can be carried
out at any time by a single registered medical
practitioner.

Unmarried women can also access
abortion under the above-mentioned
conditions, because it does not mention the
requirement of spousal consent. If the
woman is a minor, however, the consent of a
guardian is required.

Have there been judicial interventions
in cases of abortions?

Despite the fact that existing laws do not
permit unconditional abortion in the
country, in the landmark 2017 Right to
Privacy judgement in the Justice K.S.
Puttaswamy v. Union of India and others,
the Supreme Court had held that the
decision by a pregnant person on whether to
continue a pregnancy or not is part of such a
person’s right to privacy as well and,
therefore, the right to life and personal
liberty under Article 21 of the Constitution.

Several women annually approach the
apex court and High Courts, when medical
boards reject their application to access MTP
beyond the gestational upper limit (now 24
weeks), seeking permission to abort a
pregnancy, mostly in cases where it is a
result of sexual assault or when there is a
foetal abnormality.

A report authored by advocate Anubha
Rastogi for the Pratiya Campaign said that in
the 15 months leading up to August 2020,
High Courts across the country were hearing
243 petitions of women seeking permission
to abort. In February this year, the Calcutta
High Court allowed a 37-year-old woman,
who was 34 weeks into her pregnancy, to get
a medical abortion as the foetus was
diagnosed with an incurable spinal
condition. This judgment allowed abortion
for the furthest gestational in the country so
far.

What are the criticisms against the
abortion law?

According to a 2018 study in the Lancet,
15.6 million abortions were accessed every
year in India as of 2015. The MTP Act
requires abortion to be performed only by
doctors with specialisation in gynaecology
or obstetrics. However, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare’s 2019-20 report
on Rural Health Statistics indicates that there
is a 70% shortage of
obstetrician-gynaecologists in rural India.

As the law does not permit abortion at
will, critics say that it pushes women to
access illicit abortions under unsafe
conditions. Statistics put the annual number
of unsafe and illegal abortions performed in
India at 8,00,000, many of them resulting in
maternal mortality.

For autonomy: Protesters
march during an abortion
rights rally in Austin, Texas

onJune25. =arp

Understanding the Supreme Court verdict on the Zakia Jafri protest petition

When did the SIT submit its report? Why did the apex court find fault with two former Gujarat State officers?

ZIYA US SALAM

The story so far: The Supreme Court
dismissed the protest petition filed by
Zakia Jafri, widow of late Congress leader
Ehsan Jafri, challenging the clean chit
given to Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
then Chief Minister of Gujarat and 63
other senior officials of the State for their
alleged role in the 2002 communal riots.
The apex court in its 452-page verdict
rubbished allegations of a “larger
conspiracy” in the Gulberg Housing
Society case in which Ehsan Jafri was
among those killed. The massacre took
place shortly after the Godhra train
tragedy which had claimed the lives of 59
kar sevaks on February 27, 2002.

What was the apex court’s verdict?
The three-judge Bench headed by Justice
A.M. Khanwilkar held that the inaction of
“some officials of one section of the State
administration” cannot be the basis to
infer a pre-planned criminal conspiracy
by the State government, and found no
fault in the Special Investigation Team
(SIT) report. “There is no material worth
the name to even create a suspicion
indicative of the meeting of the minds of
all concerned at some level; and in
particular, the bureaucrats, politicians,
public prosecutors or the members of the
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state political establishment — for
hatching a larger criminal conspiracy at
the highest level to cause and precipitate
mass violence against the minority
community across the State,” the
judgment said. The court further upheld
the report of the SIT, stating, “No fault
can be found with the approach of the
SIT in submitting final report dated
8.2.2012”. Tt held “the final report backed
by firm logic, expositing analytical mind
and dealing with all aspects objectively”.
“The SIT has not found any
conspiracy, linking separate and
disparate acts of arson and looting or
outrageous claims made in sting
operations or individual
utterances/publications of purported
hate speech.” The Bench upheld the
decision of the Additional Metropolitan

»

Magistrate to accept the closure of the SIT
— which was itself appointed by the
Supreme Court in 2008 — rejecting the
protest petition filed by Zakia Jafri.

What were the criticisms of the
Supreme Court?

The court came down heavily on two
State officers, Sanjiv Bhatt and R.B.
Sreekumar and former Home Minister of
Gujarat Haren Pandya, stating, “At the
end of the day, it appears to us that a
coalesced effort of the disgruntled
officials of the State of Gujarat along with
others was to create a sensation by
making revelations which were false to
their own knowledge. The falsity of their
claims had been fully exposed by the SIT
after a thorough investigation.”

The court held that the officers were
not part of the meeting to decide the
future course of action when the violence
had broken out on Feb 27, 2002. Mr.
Bhatt, it may be recalled, had told the
Supreme Court that on the night of Feb
27, 2002, Mr. Modi had asked the police
brass to let the Hindus vent their anger.
Likewise, Mr. Sreekumar had in his
deposition before the Nanavati-Shah
commission pointed to a dubious role by
the administration during the violence.

Such officials need to be in the dock
for “keeping pot boiling” the court said,

pointing out, “Intriguingly, the present
proceedings have been pursued for last
16 years with the audacity to question the
integrity of every functionary involved in
the process of exposing the devious
strategem adopted. As a matter of fact, all
those involved in such abuse of process,
need to be in the dock and proceeded
with in accordance with the law.”

Incidentally, the SIT headed by former
CBI director R.K. Raghavan had
submitted a closure report almost a
decade ago. Back in 2012, it gave a clean
chit to Mr. Modi and 63 others, finding no
prosecutable evidence against them. The
Metropolitan Magistrate accepted the
report following which Zakia Jafri went to
Gujarat High Court. In October 2017, the
State High Court dismissed her petition.
In September 2018, Ms. Jafri knocked the
doors of the Supreme Court and filed a
protest petition against acceptance of the
SIT report. In December last year, the
apex court reserved its judgment.

What happened in Gulberg Society?
As tensions were on a high in Ahmedabad
after the Godhra tragedy, around 90 local
residents had gathered at the Gulberg
residence of Ehsan Jafri, hoping for safety
at the former Parliamentarian's place
from the mob on the rampage. Mr. Jafri,
apprehending violence, called many

officers and leaders for help. In the
absence of any practical aid, Mr. Jafri had
lost hope. Around 9.30 in the morning, the
first attack took place. The police assured
help but soon a mob laid siege to Gulberg
Society. Gas cylinders were hurled inside
the premises from outside and kerosene
cans were lobbed from the road. The
house was set on fire. Mr. Jafri stepped out,
pleading with the mob for the life of the
people inside the house. He was then
dragged to the road, mutilated and then
killed. His body was not recovered.
Sixty-nine people were killed, as claimed
by local residents; officially 39 casualties
were reported.

Further, as an eyewitness recalled in
Rakesh Sharma’s National award-winning
documentary Final Solution based on the
Gujarat violence, “The police removed the
names of the main culprits of the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad, Bajrang Dal from the FIR.
We were offered money to take the case
back, not to recognise the culprits.”

What was the aftermath of the
verdict?

Within hours of the Supreme Court
judgment, human rights activist Teesta
Setalvad, said to be behind Ms. Jaftri’s
prolonged legal battle, was detained by the
police. Mr. Sreekumar was also arrested.
Mr. Bhatt is already under custody.

»
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B The Supreme Court
dismissed the protest
petition filed by Zakia Jafri,
widow of late Congress
leader Ehsan Jafri,
challenging the clean chit
given to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, then Chief
Minister of Gujarat and 63
other senior officials of the
State in their alleged role in
the 2002 communal riots.
——

M The court held that the
inaction of "some officials of
one section of the State
administration” cannot be
the basis to infer a
pre-planned criminal
conspiracy by the State
government.

I

B Within hours of the
judgment, human rights
activist Teesta Setalvad, said
to be behind Ms. Jafri's
prolonged legal battle, was
detained by police.
E—
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Implications of India’s
new VPN rules

Will virtual servers be able to bypass the new CERT-in rules on virtual private networks?

THE GIST

ABHISHEK CHATTERJEE
NABEEL AHMED

The story so far: On April 28, India’s

cybersecurity agency passed a rule mandating

B On April 28, India's
cybersecurity agency passed
a rule mandating Virtual
Private Network (VPN)
providers to record and
keep their customers' logs
for 180 days. It also asked
these firms to collect and
store customer data for up
to five years. It further
mandated that any
cybercrime recorded must
be reported to the CERT-In
within six hours of the
crime.

——

B Surfshark VPN stated that
taking such radical action
that highly impacts the
privacy of millions of people
in India will most likely be
counterproductive and
strongly damage the IT
sector's growth in the

B The Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology said that the
rules are applicable to "any
entity whatsoever”,
regardless of whether they
have a physical presence in
India or not, as long as they
deliver services to Indian

Virtual Private Network (VPN) providers to record
and keep their customers’ logs for 180 days. It also
asked these firms to collect and store customer
data for up to five years. It further mandated that
any cybercrime recorded must be reported to the
CERT-In (Computer Emergency Response Team)
within six hours of the crime. The new directives,
if passed, will be effective from June 28. In
response to the CERT-In rules, Nord VPN, one of
the world’s largest VPN providers, has said it is
moving its servers out of the country. Two other
firms, Express VPN and Surfshark, said they will
shut down their physical servers in India and
cater to users in India through virtual servers
located in Singapore and the U.K.

Who all will be affected by the new rules?
CERT-In directions are applicable to data centres,
virtual private server (VPS) providers, cloud
service providers, virtual asset service providers,
virtual asset exchange providers, custodian wallet
providers and government organisations. Firms
country. that provide Internet proxy-like services through
VPN technologies also come under the ambit of
the new rule. Corporate entities are not under the
scanner.

What is a virtual server, and what are its
uses?

A virtual server is a simulated server environment
built on an actual physical server. It recreates the
functionality of a dedicated physical server. The

users. virtual twin functions like a physical server that

runs software and uses resources of the physical
server. Multiple virtual servers can run on a single

physical server.

Virtualising servers helps reallocate resources
for changing workloads. Converting one physical

server into multiple virtual servers allows
organisations to use processing power and
resources more efficiently by running multiple
operating systems and applications on one

partitioned server. Running multiple operating
systems and applications on a single physical
machine reduces cost as it consumes less space
and hardware. Virtualisation also reduces cost as
maintaining a virtual server infrastructure is low
compared to physical server infrastructure.
Virtual servers are also said to offer higher
security than a physical server infrastructure as
the operating system and applications are
enclosed in a virtual machine. This helps contain
security attacks and malicious behaviour inside
the virtual machine.

Express VPN and Surfshark have said that
they will shut down their physical servers
in India and cater to users in India
through virtual servers located in
Singapore and the UK.

Virtual servers are also useful in testing and
debugging applications in different operating
systems and versions without having to manually
install and run them in several physical machines.
Software developers can create, run, and test new
software applications on a virtual server without
taking processing power away from other users.

Can server relocation and virtualisation
help VPN providers circumvent the new
rules?
The FAQs published by the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MeiTY) regarding
the cybersecurity directions offers some clarity on
relocation and virtualisation. It says the rules are
applicable to “any entity whatsoever” in the
matter of cyber incidents and cyber security
incidents, regardless of whether they have a
physical presence in India or not, as long as they
deliver services to Indian users. The service
providers who do not have a physical presence in
India but offer services to the users in the country,
have to designate a point of contact to liaise with
CERT-In. Also, logs may be stored outside India as
long as the obligation to produce logs to CERT-In
is adhered to by the entities in a reasonable time.
VPN companies, like Surfshark, on the other

hand believe that by removing their physical
servers to countries outside India they will
comply with the laws applicable to their activities,
the company said to The Hindu.

How will the law impact India’s IT sector?
In response to The Hindu’s queries on the impact
of removal of physical servers from the country
on jobs, SurfsharkVPN said “It would be difficult
to estimate the exact number of individuals
impacted in terms of employment because we
were renting servers from Indian providers.”

VPN suppliers leaving India is not good for its
burgeoning IT sector. Taking such radical action
that highly impacts the privacy of millions of
people in India will most likely be
counterproductive and strongly damage the IT
sector’s growth in the country, the company said
in a release last week.

It estimated that 254.9 million Indians have had
their accounts breached since 2004 and raised its
concern that collecting excessive amounts of data
within Indian jurisdiction without robust
protection mechanisms could lead to even more
breaches.

The Netherlands-based company further said
that they have never received a similar directive
on storing customer logs from any other
governments in the world.

Does China have similiar rules regarding
VPN usage?

Though not all VPNs are officially banned in
China, only government-approved VPNs are
officially permitted to function, Syed Ali Akhtar,
Fellow at the National Law University, Delhi told
The Hindu.

Visitors and Chinese citizens use VPNs to
circumvent China’s Great Firewall, which has
blocked access to many websites, keywords and
even IP addresses.

Government-approved VPNs have to register
with the Chinese government and have to comply
with data requests during investigations.
However, cases of tourists being penalised for
using non- government approved VPNs have not
been reported, Akhtar said.

THE DAILY QUIZ

Colombia recently elected a new President in former urban guerrilla activist Gustavo Petro. Here is a quiz on
rebels who went on to become presidents in their respective countries.

Led by a Marxist lawyer Raul Sendic, this

rebel group active in the 1960s and 70s
was named after the indigenous
revolutionary Tupac Amaru from the 18th
century. One of the members of the group
later on went on to become a popular
president of Uruguay. Name him and the
group he was part of.

Part of a left wing urban guerrilla outfit

in the late 1960s that fought against
military dictatorship in the country, this
person was captured and tortured in prison
in the early 1970s. Later, the person went
on to become a prominent member of the
political party named "Democratic Labour
Party" and a provincial minister, before
quitting and joining the Workers Party in
the early 2000s. Identify the person who
went on to become the President of the
country in 2011.

A former corporal in the Portuguese

army, this rebel and freedom fighter
first struggled against Portuguese
colonialism in his country and later against
an invading neighbouring country which
went on to occupy his native land. After a

Compiled by: Srini
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UN sanctioned peacekeeping force brokered
a new administration, he was released from
prison and went on to head the newly
emerged nation, which became the first new
sovereign state of the 21st century. Name
him and the country.

Known by his nom de guerre

Commander Leonel Gonzalez, during
the country's civil war between rebels
belonging to the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front and the U.S. supported
regime in the 1980s, went on to become the
only ex-rebel to lead the country as
President in 2016. Name him.

As a political activist while pursuing a
law degree at the University College
Dublin in 1916, this person was suspected of

association with the leaders of the Easter
Uprising in that year, launched by Irish
Republicans against British Rule. Later, a
prominent freedom fighter, he went on to
become President in independent India (the
only one to do so as an independent
candidate in the presidential elections).
Name him.

»

' W <« Name this former guerrilla fighter, and the leader of an
independence movement that propelled him to become the first
President of his independent country. =FiLE PHOTO

Maradona

Bilardo

Please send in your answers to the dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Questions (abridged) and Answers to the June 24 edition of the
daily quiz: 1. In the FIFA quarterfinals of 1986, this footballer scored
the best goal in World Cup history against England. Ans: Diego

2. This former physician famously called ‘el narigén' coached the
Argentinian football team in the 1986 FIFA World Cup. Ans: Carlos

3. This footballer played in the 1930 World Cup finals as part of the
Argentinian team only to go on and win the World Cup in 1934 for Italy.
Ans: Luis Monti

4. This footballer was the captain of the team that won the 1978 World
Cup. Ans: Daniel Passarella

5. This Ballon d'Or winner played for the youth team of Newell's Old
Boys club in Argentina. Ans: Lionel Messi

Visual: This former footballer who is currently the coach of the
Argentina Under-17 football team. Ans: Pablo Aimar

Early Birds: Dhruv Yadav| Azarudeen. A| Ravindra Kumar Sahu| Kanchan
Jain| Prerna Singh

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

Don't get bent
out of shape
Nnow

Is doing well or doing good
the better response?

S. UPENDRAN

What is the meaning and origin of the
expression ‘get bent out of shape’? (K.
Naresh, Chennai)

This is an expression that is frequently
used in American English in informal con-
texts. When someone ‘gets bent out of
shape’, he becomes very angry about so-
mething. The individual takes offence at so-
mething, and in the process, loses his cool.
This doesn’t necessarily mean that the per-
son has a short temper. Something has oc-
curred to make the person angry. We all get
bent out of shape every now and then.

Mohan has always been known for his inte-
grity. So, it didn’t surprise anyone that when
he saw the rampant corruption in his new de-
partment, he was so bent out of shape that he
fired everyone.

When his best friend didn’t invite him to
the party, people thought Bala would be bent
out of shape. But, he wasn’t.

As for the exact origin of this expression,
nobody is really sure.

What is the correct response to the
question, ‘How are you?’ Is it ‘I’'m
doing well’ or ‘I’'m doing good’? (M.
Aditi, Bengaluru)

A lot of people generally say, ‘I'm fine, thank
you’ or just ‘Fine, thank you’. In the past, it
was common to hear people reply ‘T’'m doing
well’, but never ‘I’m doing good’. The reply
‘I’'m doing good’ was considered ungrammat-
ical because in this sentence ‘good’ is being
used as an adverb — according to the rules of
grammar, ‘good’ can be used as an adjective
(good boy/book), but not as an adverb (ran
good/wrote good). In such sentences, ‘well’
was to be preferred over ‘good’ because it
could be used an adverb. ‘He ran well in the
race’ and ‘He wrote well in the exam’. This
was the standard explanation as to why ‘T'm
doing good’ was unacceptable as a reply. In
the past few decades, however, ‘I'm doing
good’ is frequently heard as the standard res-
ponse to ‘How are you doing?’ and ‘How are
you?’ — especially, in American English in in-
formal contexts. While those that believe that
grammar rules must be followed shudder
whenever they hear ‘I'm doing good’, there is
nothing they can do about it. It has become a
legitimate reply.

How is the word ‘cupboard’
pronounced? (Mukesh Khanna, Pune)
The first syllable is pronounced like the word
‘cub’, and the following ‘oar’ sounds like the
‘@’ in ‘china’. The word is pronounced ‘KUB-
ed’ with the stress on the first syllable. The ‘p’
and ‘b’ in the spelling are reduced to single
sound — ‘b’. We all know what a cupboard is.
It is a piece of furniture with shelves which
we use to store things — clothes, utensils,
grocery, etc. Nowadays, of course, we have
inbuilt cupboards and closets. When it was
first used, the term ‘cupboard’ referred to a
‘board’ or a small side table on which one
placed the cups, plates and cutlery. With the
passage of time, the word took on a wider
meaning.
You are not angry with people when you
laugh at them. Humour teaches tolerance.
-Somerset Maugham
upendrankye@gmail.com

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Text & Context'
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Uddhav camp says rebels
will be disqualified

Stepping up the offensive
against the rebels, Aaditya
Thackeray said the rebels
lacked courage. At a rally in
Kalina, Mr. Aaditya said,
“Mr. Shinde and the others
could have staged their re-
bellion somewhere in Maha-
rashtra. Remember, the
road from Mumbai airport
to Vidhan Bhavan, the State
Legislature Complex, goes
via Worli [Mr. Aaditya’s con-
stituency],” he warned.
“Even if all Sena MLAs go
over to the rebel camp, vic-
tory will still be of the Shiv
Sena in the end. True Shiv
Sainiks have not left the par-
ty. Uddhav Thackeray will
remain CM for next 25

years,” Mr. Aaditya said.

“The BJP-ruled Centre,
which ought to have given
CRPF security to Kashmiri
Pandits, are today giving se-
curity to the rebel MLAs.
Their food bills run to I8
lakh to %9 lakh daily in a
State [Assam] that is afflict-
ed by floods. I feel bad that
while flood-hit people are
suffering, you [rebel MLAs]
are enjoying there,” he said.

Reiterating his support
for the Sena under Mr. Udd-
hav Thackeray, NCP chief
Sharad Pawar, speaking in
Delhi, said, “The NCP’s line
is clear. We will keep sup-
porting CM Uddhav Thacke-
ray till the end.”

SP loses its Azamgarh
and Rampur bastions

In Delhi, Durgesh Pathak of
the AAP won the byelection
to the Rajinder Nagar As-
sembly seat, which was va-
cated by Raghav Chadha of
the AAP in March when he
became a Rajya Sabha
member.

The Congress candidate
in the Mandar Assembly

byelection in Jharkhand,
Shipli Neha Tirkey, defeated
the BJP’s Gangotri Kujur, by
a margin of 23,690 votes.

The YSRCP candidate,
Mekapati Vikram Reddy,
won the byelection to the
Atmakur seat in the Andhra
Pradesh Assembly by 82,888
votes.

‘China upgraded
firepower along LAC

Following the confrontation
on the Kailash range on the
south bank of Pangong Tso
in August 2020 when India
and China deployed tanks
on the peaks at over 15,000
feet, the Indian Army too
has issued a tender for the
procurement of light tanks.
Similarly, air defence and
airbases closer to the LAC
have been upgraded, in-
cluding blast pens and ex-
tended runways, an official
source said citing inputs.
The People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) has developed
heliports at Shigatse and Ru-
dok and airbases have been
upgraded with extended
runways and blast pens at
Gargunsh, Lhasa and
Guangzhou, the source said.
In terms of long range fi-
repower, the PLA has up-
graded its artillery by re-
placing the towed howitzers
with truck-mounted howitz-

ers having a range of 50 km.
This gives better mobility,
faster shoot and scoot abili-
ty and less deployment
time, officials noted.

In addition, the PLA has
deployed the PHL-3 Multi-
Rocket Launch Systems
(MRLS) with a range of over
100 km and has better tar-
geting than earlier versions.
This is a Chinese version
based on the Russian
Smerch MRLS, three regi-
ments of which are in ser-
vice with the Indian Army.

In the eastern sector, op-
posite Arunachal Pradesh,
China has moved artillery
guns within 50 km range
from the LAC, the first
source said.

Since the stand-off, India
too has significantly ex-
panded its military capabili-
ty and augmented infras-
tructure on its side of the
LAC.

Gujarat Police to probe
Teesta, Sreekumar’s role

Gujarat Anti-Terrorist Squad
Deputy Inspector-General
Deepan Bhadran heads the
SIT. Superintendent of Pol-
ice Sunil Joshi and Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Ah-
medabad Crime Branch,
Chaitanya Mandlik are
members.

The police will collect the
documents submitted by the
three accused — Ms. Setal-
vad, Mr. Sreekumar, and
former IPS officer Sanjiv
Bhatt — in connection with
the 2002 riots cases.

“The investigation is un-
der way and we are procur-
ing documents submitted by
the accused before the Com-
mission of Inquiry, SIT,
formed by the Supreme
Court to investigate 2002
riots cases, and different
courts,” said Mr. Mandlik.

He added that the affida-
vits and other documents
were the main basis for the
FIR lodged against the ac-
cused. The investigators are
not ruling out the involve-
ment of other people in
creating false documents,
using them in judicial pro-
cesses to implicate people in
cases of serious crimes such
as communal riots.

“The FIR lodged by the
DCB is based on the observa-
tions made by the Supreme
Court in its judgment, which
said, ‘As a matter of fact, all
those involved in such abuse
of process need to be in the
dock and proceeded with as
per law,” Mr. Mandlik said.

Ms. Setalvad and her NGO
Citizens for Justice and
Peace were co-petitioners
with Zakia Jafri in the peti-
tion filed against the then
Chief Minister Narendra Mo-

cM
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di and others in the Su-
preme Court alleging “larger
conspiracy” during the
2002 communal riots in
which more than 1,000 peo-
ple were killed across the
State.

Ms. Zakia Jafri’s husband
and former Congress MP Eh-
san Jafri was killed during
the riots in Gulberg Society
massacre in which 70 peo-
ple were killed.

Mr. Mandlik said Mr. Sree-
kumar and Ms. Setalvad
were not “cooperating” with
the police following their ar-
rest.

The police have also be-
gun the process of getting a
transfer warrant for Mr.
Bhatt’s custody in connec-
tion with the FIR.

The FIR lodged by the
police inspector of the DCB
invoked Sections 468, 471
(forgery), 194 (giving or fa-
bricating false evidence with
intent to procure conviction
of capital offence), 211 (insti-
tute criminal proceedings to
cause injury), 218 (public
servant framing incorrect re-
cord or writing with intent
to save a person from pun-
ishment or property from
forfeiture), and 120 (B) (cri-
minal conspiracy) of the In-
dian Penal Code.

On Ms. Setalvad’s allega-
tion that she was roughed up
and her apprehension about
threat to life, the Crime
Branch DCP said “the pro-
cess was followed” and ad-
ded that she was free to
lodge a complaint before the
court on her grievances.

After placing her under
arrest on Sunday, the police
took her for a medical

check-up.
»

period of Emergency: Modi

PM says the people of India re-established democracy in a democratic way

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said today’s
youth and the coming gener-
ations should never forget
the dreadful period of the
Emergency, as an attempt
had been made to crush the
country’s democracy.

“It was the month of June
(1975) when Emergency was
imposed. In that, all the
rights were taken away from
the citizens of the country.
One among those rights was
the ‘right to life and personal
liberty’... .at that time an at-
tempt was made to crush the
democracy of India. The
country’s courts, every con-
stitutional institution, the
press, were put under con-
trol,” he said during his
“Mann Ki Baat” address.

The Prime Minister said
the condition of censorship
was such that nothing could
be printed without approval.
“I remember when famous
singer Kishore Kumar re-
fused to applaud the govern-
ment, he was banned. His
entry on the radio was done
away with. But even after
many attempts, thousands
of arrests and atrocities on

‘) ...an attempt was
made to crush
the democracy of
India. The country’s
courts, every constitu-

tional institution, the
press were put under

control

NARENDRA MODI
PRIME MINISTER

lakhs of people, the faith of
people of India in the de-
mocracy did not shake...the
people of India got rid of the
Emergency and re-esta-
blished democracy in a de-
mocratic way,” he said.

Mr. Modi said, “During
the Emergency, I had the
good fortune to have been a
witness; to be a partner in
the struggle of the country-
men, as a soldier of
democracy.”

Vaccine numbers
The Prime Minister said that
close to 200 crore COVID-19
vaccine doses had been ad-
ministered in the country so
far, asking people to take the
booster shot after the second
dose.

“If it is time for a precau-
tion dose after your second

dose, then you must take
this third dose. Make your fa-
mily members, especially
the elderly, take a precau-
tion dose,” he said.

Highlighting the country’s
recent accomplishments in
the space sector, Mr. Modi
said one of them was the
creation of an agency named
In-Space. “Till a few years
ago, in our country, in the
space sector, no one even
thought about start-ups. To-
day their number is more
than a hundred... Chennai
and Hyderabad have two
start-ups — Agnikul and Sky-
root. These start-ups are de-
veloping launch vehicles
that will take small payloads
into space. Through this, the
cost of space launch is esti-
mated to come down signifi-
cantly,” he said.

The  Hyderabad-based
Dhruva Space is working on
high-technology solar panels
for satellite deployer and sa-
tellites. “I also met Tanveer
Ahmed of Digantara, anoth-
er space start-up, who is try-
ing to map waste in space. I
have also given him a chal-
lenge that they should evolve
work technology, which can
solve the problem of waste

in space. Both Digantara and
Dhruva Space are going to
make their first launch from
ISRO’s launch vehicle on
June 30,” he said.

The Prime Minister said
about 750 school students,
mostly from small towns,
were working on 75 satellites
in the country.

With regards to the field of
sports, Mr. Modi said Olym-
pic gold medallist Neeraj
Chopra won the gold in Ku-
ortane Games. He broke his
own record in javelin throw.

“In the recently held Khe-
lo India Youth Games too,
our players set many re-
cords... 12 records have been
broken in these games. Not
only that, 11 records have
been registered in the names
of female players,” he said.

On the cleanliness drive,
Mr. Modi appreciated the ef-
forts of local agencies, volun-
tary organisations and peo-
ple in making efforts to clean
the river ‘Chitte Lui’ in Aiz-
wal, Mizoram. The polyth-
ene waste was used to build
a road. Another such effort
was made in Puducherry
where organic waste was
made into compost and the
rest was recycled.
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Looking forward to
Truitful discussions’: PM

Modi interacts with Indian diaspora

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUNICH

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said he was
looking forward to “fruitful
discussions” with world
leaders on topical issues
such as climate, energy,
food security, counterterro-
rism, environment, gender
equality and democracy as
he arrived in Munich, Ger-
many to attend the G7
Summit.

Mr. Modi is attending the
summit, being held on June
26 and 27, following an invi-
tation by German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz. The summit
is being hosted by Germany
in its capacity as the chair of
G7, a grouping of the world’s
seven richest nations.

“Landed in Munich to
participate in the G-7 Sum-
mit. I look forward to fruit-
ful discussions with world
leaders during the Summit,”
Mr. Modi tweeted.

Addressing the Indian
diaspora during a massive
event at the Audi Dome in-
door arena here, Mr. Modi
said that democracy was in
the DNA of every Indian.

“Forty-seven years ago,
an attempt was made to
hold that democracy hos-
tage and crush it. Emergen-
cy is a black spot on India’s
vibrant democracy,” Mr.
Modi said, targeting the
Congress Party.

“We Indians feel proud of
our democracy wherever
we live. Every Indian can
say with pride that India is
the mother of democracy,”
he said.

Ukraine crisis
“At the invitation of @Bun-
deskanzler Olaf Scholz, PM

@narendramodi arrives in
Germany for the G7 Sum-
mit. Besides participating in
@G7 discussions on climate,
energy, food security,
health, gender equality and
more, PM will also hold sev-
eral bilateral meetings on
the sidelines,” Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) spo-
kesperson Arindam Bagchi
said in a tweet.

The G7 leaders are ex-
pected to focus on the Uk-
raine crisis that has trig-
gered geopolitical turmoil
besides fuelling a global
food and energy crisis.

“During the sessions of
the Summit, I will be ex-
changing views with the G7
counties, G7 partner coun-
tries and guest International
Organisations on topical is-
sues such as environment,
energy, climate, food securi-
ty, health, counter-terro-
rism, gender equality and
democracy,” Mr. Modi said
in a statement ahead of his
visit.

Foreign Secretary Vinay
Mohan Kwatra said on Fri-
day that Mr. Modi would
hold bilateral meetings and
discussions with the leaders
of the G7 and also the guest
countries on the sidelines of
the summit.

Besides India, Germany,
the host of the G7 Summit,
has also invited Argentina,
Indonesia, Senegal and
South Africa as guests for
the summit to recognise the
democracies of the global
south as its partners.

From Germany, Mr. Modi
will travel to the UAE on
June 28 to pay condolences
on the passing away of
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, former President.

Sanjay Raut chastises rebel  Silchar flood man-made;
camp for ‘loyalty’ remark

Sena MP claims that a section of rebel MILAs want to return

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

As Maharashtra’s political
turmoil triggered by interne-
cine strife within the ruling
Shiv Sena entered its sixth
day on Sunday, Sena MP
Sanjay Raut revealed that
had the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) kept its promise of
sharing the Maharashtra
Chief Minister’s post with his
party for two-and-a-half
years, then Sena chief Udd-
hav  Thackeray himself
would have put forward re-
bel Sena Minister Eknath
Shinde’s name as the Chief
Minister.

Mr. Raut, who had earlier
said that the Shiv Sena’s
doors were closed for Mr.
Shinde and the rebel MLAs,
also said that he was still in
talks with a section of legisla-
tors holed up in Guwahati
while hinting at the possibil-
ity that they would be taken
into the Sena’s fold if they re-
turned to Mumbai.

At the same time, he chas-
tised the rebel camp for sit-
ting in Guwahati and teach-
ing Mr. Uddhav Thackeray
and the Sena in Maharashtra
about loyalty to party foun-
der Bal Thackeray.

“Sitting in Guwahati, do
not preach to us about loyal-
ty to Balasaheb Thackeray.
Uddhav Thackeray has made
it clear that the rebels can-
not use his father’s name.
Why don’t you [rebels with
Mr. Shinde] use your father’s
name to start a new party?
You claim you are Balasa-
heb’s staunch followers, but
such ‘staunch followers’ do

Sanjay Raut

not stab the Sena in the
back,” he said, warning the
rebels not to mislead people
by claiming to be the ‘real
Shiv Sena’.

Earlier, Mr. Raut had
tweeted that the rebels
could not stay indefinitely in
Guwahati and that they
would soon have to come to
Mumbai’s ‘Chowpatty’.

He accused the BJP of
sponsoring hotel parties of
rebel Sena MLAs who had
joined Mr. Shinde in Guwa-
hati while floods ravaged the
north-eastern State of As-
sam.

Open dare

Challenging the MLAs in the
Shinde camp, Mr. Raut said,
“If you have the guts, then
resign and show the courage
to win elections from your
respective  constituencies.
Even when [Union Minister
and BJP leader] Narayan
Rane exited the Sena, he re-
signed and contested elec-
tions,” said Mr. Raut, ex-
pressing confidence that the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government would survive.

Remarking that the rebel-
lion of Mr. Shinde and the 40
or so MLAs with him was
“no political earthquake”,
the Sena MP, in his column
‘Rokhthok’ in the party
mouthpiece Saamana, said
that the Sena had endured
several such ‘earthquakes’
to emerge unscathed.

Stating that Mr. Shinde
would have stood a better
chance of become Maha-
rashtra’s Chief Minister had
he remained in the party in-
stead of revolting, Mr. Raut
warned the rebel camp that
the BJP was out to make
‘slaves’ of the 40 MLAs.

Pooh-poohing the BJP’s
claims of innocence in the
ongoing political drama, the
Sena leader said that if the
latter claimed not to have a
hand in sparking the crisis,
then what was the need of
such elaborate arrange-
ments to keep the Sena rebel
faction lodged in BJP-ruled
States.

Observing that all those
who revolted against the Se-
na — like Chhagan Bhujbal
and Narayan Rane — saw
their later political careers
run into rough weather, Mr.
Raut stressed that a split in
the Sena’s Legislative party
did not translate into a split
in the Shiv Sena as a whole.

Meanwhile, responding to
Mr. Raut, BJP Maharashtra
president Chandrakant Patil
denied having any know-
ledge of a ‘secret meeting’
between rebel Mr. Shinde,
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Mr. Fadnavis in Gujarat’s
Vadodara.

embankment breached

Assam CM promises strong action against the miscreants

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Sun-
day said the unprecedented
flooding of Silchar town was
a man-made disaster.

He also said relief mate-
rial could not reach many of
some 2.8 lakh marooned pe-
ople in the southern Assam
town, the nerve-centre of
Barak Valley.

“Silchar’s flood was man-
made. It would not have
happened had the embank-
ment at Bethukandi not
been breached by some mis-
creants,” Mr. Sarma told
journalists after visiting the
flooded town for the second
time in less than a week.

He assessed the situation
partly in an inflated boat of
the National Disaster Res-
ponse Force (NDRF) and
partly by wading the flooded
streets in Silchar, where the
water rose up to 12 feet in
some areas.

The Chief Minister said
the culprits who left a gaping

Dalbir Kaur, sister of
Sarabjit Singh, dies
AMRITSAR

Dalbir Kaur, sister of Sarabjit
Singh who succumbed to
injuries after being brutally
beaten up by the inmates in a
Pakistan jail in 2013, died here
on Sunday. She was 67.
According to the family, Kaur
had complained of chest pain
on Saturday and was taken to
a hospital here. Sarabjit's
daughter Poonam said Kaur
was suffering from lung
infection for one year.

higher ground in Silchar on Sunday. =rasKAMAL DAS

hole in the Barak river em-
bankment at Bethukandi,
more than 3 km from the
town, would be brought to
book.

Lapses, if any, on the part
of officials would also be
probed, he said.

Mr. Sarma said the Cachar
District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority had issued
an advisory but many resi-
dents did not take it serious-
ly as the town had never
seen such a flood.

Following complaints of
irregular or partial distribu-

tion of relief, the Chief Minis-
ter instructed officials to
help as many people as they
can.

Clean drinking water has
been one of the scarcest
commodities in the town
with many drinking the
floodwater after boiling it on
any floor or structure above
the water level.

Many NGOs have issued
appeals and launched fun-
draisers for procuring at
least 1 lakh litres of potable
water for the town’s ma-
rooned people.
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INTERVIEW | PRAVEEN CHAKRAVARTY

Restoration of trust between States and Centre essential for GST system’

States should get direct taxation powers, extension of revenue guarantee, says chairman of the Congress Data Analytics Department

VARGHESE K. GEORGE

The GST Council is meeting in Chandigarh on Tuesday and
Wednesday even as the tax regime completes five years in op-
eration on June 30. Opposition parties and States have se-
rious concerns regarding the continuation of the indirect tax
regime premised on ‘one nation, one tax, one market’ princi-
ple. Praveen Chakravarty, chairman of the Congress Data
Analytics Department, was an early critic of the GST (Goods
and Services Tax) regime. He thinks restoration of trust bet-
ween the States and the Centre is essential for the smooth con-
tinuation of the GST system. Edited excerpts:

You were sceptical when the
GST regime was rolled out.
You feel vindicated?

m [ wish I was proven wrong.
My view on GST was shaped
by my understanding of fed-
eralism, and by using an eco-
nomic lense. Indian States
are extremely diverse eco-
nomically, apart from being
politically diverse. GST was a
misfit in India. India has pol-

Sasikala begins
roadshow in
Tiruvallur

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Amid the intense tussle bet-
ween AIADMK leaders O.
Panneerselvam and Edap-
padi K. Palaniswami over
the leadership, V.K. Sasika-
la, the aide of former Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa and
former interim general se-
cretary of the party, on Sun-
day started a roadshow in
Tiruvallur district, trying to
drum up support.

Calling it ‘Puratchi Paya-
nam’ (a revolutionary jour-
ney) to “defend the rights of
Tamil soil and the dignity of
women”, Ms. Sasikala, tak-
ing the front seat of her van
displaying an ATADMK flag,
left her T. Nagar residence
in Chennai and stopped at
many places in neighbour-
ing Tiruvallur district to in-
teract with her supporters.
She also offered worship at
the Murugan Temple at
Tiruttani.

Ms. Sasikala said, “I have
the responsibility to protect
this  movement  [the
ATADMK] and I have com-
menced this tour for it. Par-
ty workers and people who
are going to vote are with
me. We will bring back the
ATADMK government.”

itical parties that are con-
fined to the boundaries of
particular States. I understat-
ed the ill-effects of GST in my
original critique. They have
only exacerbated in the last
five years, partly due to the
Centre’s other centralising
measures that accompanied
the implementation of GST.
The trust deficit between the
Centre and the States has
grown. I would not deny the

fact that it is efficient. Effi-
ciency comes at a certain
cost though — political, so-
cial, and constitutional.

Will the GST system survive
the current crisis?

m The fact is that the country
is half pregnant with the GST
system, and we cannot go
back. There are three issues
that form the backdrop of
the GST Council meeting this
week. First is the complete
breakdown of trust between
the States and the Centre. Se-
cond is the Supreme Court
order that said the Council’s
decisions are not binding on
the States. Third is the laps-
ing of the revenue guarantee,
which the Centre had pro-
mised the States for five
years. I don’t see GST will
continue smoothly unless
the trust issues are resolved,

4

(") The assumption that

easy flow of goods
across the country
will boost growth
did not turn out to
be true

and the revenue guarantee is
extended. Everybody ack-
nowledges the fact that the
GST regime has not lived up
to the hype and hope.

‘One nation, one market’ —
how has that idea evolved
through the past five years,

Release Setalvad and
Sreekumar, says CPI(M

Arrest is an ominous threat to democratic-minded citizens’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) on Sunday de-
manded withdrawal of the
cases and release of social
activist Teesta Setalvad, re-
tired Indian Police Service
officer R.B. Sreekumar and
others.

“The Polit Bureau of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) condemns the ar-
rest of Teesta Setalvad who
fought relentlessly for justice
for the victims of the 2002
Gujarat violence. Her arrest
is an ominous threat to all
democratic-minded citizens
not to dare question the role
of the state or the govern-
ment under whose regime
communal violence takes
place. This is abhorrent to
democratic rights of citi-
zens,” said the party in a
statement.

The CPI(M) said, “Howev-
er, the action of the Gujarat
administration in her arrest
has been enabled by the
questionable verdict of the
three-member Bench of the
Supreme Court which has

Simranjit Singh Mann (left) receives the 'Certificate of
Election' after winning the Sangrur Lok Sabha bypoll.
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Simranjit Singh Mann
makes a comeback
SAD(A) leader defeats AAP in Sangrur

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

Punjab’s ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) had a major set-
back on Sunday as it lost the
Lok Sabha byelection to the
Sangrur seat.

Simranjit Singh Mann, a
known radical Sikh leader of
Shiromani Akali Dal (Amrit-
sar) won the Sangrur Lok
Sabha seat by securing
2,53,154 votes. He defeated
his nearest rival of the AAP,
Gurmail Singh, by 5,822
votes. Mr. Singh secured
2,47,332 votes.

The byelection is being
seen as the first major test to
ascertain the popularity of
the three-month-old AAP
government, which went in-
to the Assembly polls earlier
this year on the plank of its
development work, and
stern action against corrup-
tion, illegal mining and oth-
er “mafias” in the State.

Losing Sangrur is being
seen as a big blow against
the party, especially for

cM
K

Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, as the constituency is
his home turf. The byelec-
tion was necessitated as the
seat fell vacant after Mr.
Mann contested and won
from the Dhuri Assembly
seat in the Assembly elec-
tions. Mr. Mann has won the
Sangrur Lok Sabha seat
twice, in 2014 and in 2019.

During the campaign,
which saw a multi-cornered
fight between the AAP, the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD),
the Congress, the Shiromani
Akali Dal (Amritsar) and the
BJP, the Opposition cor-
nered the AAP government
on the deteriorating law and
order situation, especially
the rise in gangster-related
crimes against the backdrop
of the killing of Punjabi sin-
ger Sidhu Moosewala, and
several other crimes.

The CM was targeted for
being “remote-controlled”
from Delhi by the party su-
premo, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.

»

CPI(M) leaders protest
against the arrest of Teesta
Setalvad, in Kolkata. =e1i

made the complainant into
the accused and ordering
‘all those involved in such
abuse of process need to be
in the dock and proceeded
with in accordance with the
law’.”

“It means any SIT (Special
Investigation Team) esta-
blished by the Court is to be
considered outside the pur-
view of judicial appeals and
if anyone appeals against it,
as did Zakia Jafri and Teesta
Setalvad in the present case,
then they are charged with
‘abuse of process’. A fight for

justice for 16 years is de-
scribed in unusual derogato-
ry terms as keeping the ‘pot
boiling for ulterior design’,”
said the party.

The party added, “It
should be noted that the
Court appointed amicus cu-
riae in the SIT case, while
agreeing with many recom-
mendations of the SIT, had
also recorded that certain
sections of the IPC (Indian
Penal Code) causing hatred
among communities should
be considered.”

Senior party leader Abh-
ishek Manu Singhvi on Satur-
day had said that the Su-
preme Court judgment
should not be politicised.

On Sunday, Mr. Singhvi
had tweeted, “The charge by
BJP  spokespersons that
Teesta Setalvad acted at the
behest of Congress presi-
dent Smt. Sonia Gandhi is
wholly bogus and baseless.
The Congress party con-
demns these allegations
most forcefully. These alle-
gations are in direct con-
tempt of the Supreme
Court’s judgment.”

particularly through the
pandemic?

m The pandemic exposed
GST’s deficiencies. Had there
been no GST, the States
could have managed the sit-
uation better through their
resource mobilisation and al-
location. They ended up
fighting with the Centre, and
the Finance Minister invoked
the Act of God principle to
default on payments to
them. Businesses are liking it
for its efficiency. An econo-
mist would, however, not
miss the point that its impact
on the economy was not
anywhere near the two per-
centage points (of growth) as
was expected. The assump-
tion that easy flow of goods
across the country would
boost growth did not turn
out to be true. Maybe five
years is early to make a judg-

ment on that; may be it will
happen in the coming years.

Is there something that is
happening in the Congress
which championed GST
while in power? Was this
discussed at the Udaipur
Chintan Shivir?

m I cannot disclose what was
discussed in Udaipur, but
can tell you that I discuss this
issue internally in the party,
as allowed. We must ask for a
reassessment, re-evaluation
of the GST as it stands today.
Yes, the UPA government
championed the GST, and
the then Gujarat CM who
happens to be PM today op-
posed it. In my defence, in
the week of the launch of the
GST, 1, along with the current
Finance Minister of Tamil Na-
du PTR (Palanivel Thiagara-
jan), who was then an MLA,

wrote a joint piece raising
concerns.

Shall we say the views of the
then PM were less accurate
than the views of the then
CM of Gujarat, when the
idea of GST was taking
shape?

m The views of the current
PM are less accurate than
those of the current former
PM. The notion that the crisis
of GST is one of implementa-
tion is not true. GST imple-
mentation was shoddy, but
the fundamental problem is
that it is an economic square
peg in the federal round
hole. It would have been dif-
ficult for any government,
and this government made it
significantly worse, with a
messy structure. I don’t
think even if the implemen-
tation had been smooth,

there would have been no
contestations.

Did Indian political parties
fail to comprehend what
was coming?

m Economists and techno-
crats were viewing it through
the prism of efficiency alone.
They failed to see what it
does to federalism, when re-
gional parties see that they
have no taxation powers.

Do you think the current
GST regime can be rescued
by tweaking it?

m Restoration of trust is the
most fundamental challenge.
In order to reverse the cen-
tralising direction of gover-
nance, the Centre should
consider giving States pow-
ers of direct taxation that
they have only in agriculture.

Tnaction does not imply conspiracy

Bench calls for evidence to show ‘meeting of minds’ to commit crime

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

Instances which “overrun” a
State administration like
breakdown of law and order
caused by “spontaneous
mass violence” or the se-
cond wave of the pandemic
cannot be called the results
of a “larger conspiracy”
hatched at the highest level
of political dispensation, the
Supreme Court judgment in
the Zakia Jafri case has held.

“The breakdown of law
and order situation in the
State, attributable to the al-
leged inaction of the [State]
duty holders, owing to spon-
taneous mass violence can-
not be a safe measure to in-
fer as being a part of a
criminal conspiracy at the
highest level of political dis-
pensation...” a three-judge
Bench led by Justice A.M.
Khanwilkar held.

The judgment observed
that “larger conspiracy” can
be alleged only if there is
clear evidence to show a
“meeting of minds” at the
highest level to commit or
promote the commission of
acrime.

“To make out a case of
larger criminal conspiracy, it
is essential to establish a link

indicating a meeting of
minds of the concerned per-
sons for commission of the
crime(s),” it noted.

With this, the court made
it clear that the onus of proof
is on the person who alleges
the existence of a “larger
conspiracy”.

‘No tangible material’

In Gujarat, the court con-
cluded that the inaction or
lack of effective measures ta-
ken by officials per se did not
imply criminal conspiracy
on the part of the State auth-
orities which led to the 2002
violence.

There was also no “tangi-
ble material suggestive of a
chain or any perceivable link
or connection with the un-
folding of mass violence

BJP win in UP. seats breaks myths

Muslim-Yadav family factor was attributed to SP’s strength in Azamgarh

ANUJ KUMAR
GHAZIABAD

The Bharatiya Janta Party
wrested the Samajwadi Par-
ty’s strongholds of Azam-
garh and Rampur as the Lok
Sabha byelection results
were declared on Sunday. In
Azamgarh, in a first, Dinesh
Lal Yadav ‘Nirhaua’ of the
BJP won a closely contested
triangular contest by defeat-
ing Dharmendra Yadav of
the SP by 8,679 votes.

In Rampur, Ghanshyam
Singh Lodhi of the BJP de-
feated Asim Raja of the SP in
a straight contest by over
42,192 votes. The bypolls
were necessitated because
Azamgarh and Rampur were
vacated by SP president Ak-
hilesh Yadav and senior par-
ty leader Azam Khan after
they decided to retain their
Assembly seats.

The victory is significant
because it broke the myth of
the Muslim-Yadav family fac-
tor that is said to work for

BJP attacked our Agartala office:

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Congress on Sunday ac-
cused Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) workers of attacking its
Agartala headquarters and
assaulting its State unit chief,
Birajit Sinha, and other par-
ty workers, stating that Pre-
sident’s Rule would become
necessary if the State govern-
ment was unable to handle
law and order.

The Congress Bhavan was

CM Yogi Adltyanath celebratlng victory of BJP candldates in
the Rampur and Azamgarh byelections. =sanDeep sAXENA

the SP consistently in Azam-
garh. In 2014, SP patriarch
Mulayam Singh won the
seat, followed by Akhilesh
Yadav in 2019.

Rampur, with around 58%
Muslim population, was be-
ing seen as a cakewalk for
Mr. Raja, a protege of Azam
Khan who came out of jail
just before the polls on bail
and made emotional appeals
in favour of his confidant.

Addressing a press confe-

attacked after party candi-
date Sudip Roy Barman’s vic-
tory in the Agartala bypoll.
“We demand an apology
from the BJP president ]J.P.
Nadda and an investigation
by Home Minister Amit Shah
into why these attacks oc-
curred... we urge the author-
ities to take strict action
against the culprits and en-
sure safety to Congress party
offices and office bearers,”
said party general secretary

rence in Lucknow, Chief Mi-
nister Yogi Adityanath de-
scribed the win as “the
double victory of the double-
engine government of the
BJP”.

The victory in the “chal-
lenging battles”, he said, has
a “far-reaching message for
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.”

“This mandate is a reflec-
tion of the PM Narendra Mo-
di’s credo of Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Prayas.”

K.C. Venugopal in a state-
ment.

A three-member delega-
tion of senior leaders, led by
MP Adhir Ranjan Chowdhu-
ry and comprising MPs Gau-
rav Gogoi and Naseer Hus-
sain, will visit Tripura on
Monday to take stock of the
situation and make a report
on the attack.

“This barbarous attack
happened even as the police
passively looked on, while

“People of Uttar Pradesh
are not ready to support pol-
itical parties which provide
support to casteist and com-
munal forces and shelter to
the professional mafia,” he
added.

‘Misused power’

Azam Khan addressed a
press conference after the
counting, and held the BJP
government responsible for
the loss as it “misused the
administration”.

“It is the victory of Thok-
tantra (vindictive policies)
over Loktantra (democra-
cy),” he said, charging the
police administration with
not allowing the Muslim vo-
ters to come out and vote.

The Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty’s role also proved crucial
in both the seats. In Rampur,
it did not field a candidate,
while in Azamgarh, the par-
ty fielded Shah Alam, alias
Guddu Jamali, who secured
more than 29% of the votes.

congress

BJP goons vandalised pro-
perties and carried out at-
tack on party office bearers.
It is utterly shameful that the
police stood as mute and
complicit spectators while
the goons stormed the office
and attacked our office bear-
ers,” the party said.

The Congress alleged that
the BJP “goons” had earlier
attacked Mr. Barman and he
sustained serious injuries in
the incident.

across the State”.

The judgment has created
a buffer for top political lead-
ers in power who may have
to bear the brunt of allega-
tions of “state-sponsored
breakdown of law and order
situation”.

The verdict also endea-
vours to insulate the highest
levels of political dispensa-
tion from the failures of a
few possibly inept or over-
worked officials whose ac-
tions may not have helped to
contain the breakdown of
law and order on the
ground.

“Inaction or failure of
some officials of one section
of the State administration
cannot be the basis to infer a
preplanned criminal conspi-
racy by the authorities of the
State government or to term
it a state-sponsored crime
(violence) against the minor-
ity community,” the court
held.

The judgment gains signif-
icance in the background of
recent communal violence
in several States.

Pandemic attack

The court has said that a
“larger conspiracy” cannot
be readily inferred merely

on the basis of the inaction
or failure of the State admi-
nistration. On the other
hand, the State administra-
tion may have simply been
overrun by the enormity of
suddenness of events. The
court pointed to the recent
pandemic attack as an exam-
ple.

“The overrunning of State
administration is not an un-
known phenomenon. It has
been witnessed all over the
globe during the second
wave of pandemic, where
the countries with even best
of medical facilities crum-
bled and their management
skills were overrun under
the pressure. Can it be said
to be a case of hatching of a
criminal conspiracy?” Jus-
tice Khanwilkar asked.

Further, the court said,
breakdown of law and order
for a short duration cannot
take the colour of a constitu-
tional crisis.

“There must be credible
evidence regarding State-
sponsored breakdown of law
and order situation; not
spontaneous or isolated in-
stances or events of failure of
State administration to con-
trol the situation,” the court
noted.
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e-AUCTION PUBLIC NOTICE
SALE OF AQUACULTURE UNITS (SHRIMP SEEDING) AT
KATINKON VILLAGE & MAJALI VILLAGE, KARWAR TALUK, U. K. DIST.
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The Assets of the following unit secured to the Corporation were
taken over U/s.29 of the SFC's Act for recovery of loan dues are
available for sale on “As is where is and whatever there is condition

basis” through e-Auction.

M/s.Karavali Fisheries Limited: Borrowers - Sri.Shivanandha Mestha,
Sri.Harish Janardhan More, Sri.Jack Fernandes, Sri. William
S.D’Souza, Sri.Haridas M.Jadhav, LRs of Late Sri. Daniel K Gudinho
namely Sri. Trudy Remedious Gudinho and Smt. Kashmir Gudinho.

Dues positionas on 31.3.2021 is Rs.280.68 crores (ie.,ODP+ODI)

Primary assets : Unit-1: Land measuring 55 acres 23 guntas at
Sy.n0.137/1, Katinkon Village, Bada Hobli,
Building having 9 ponds of different sizes of 4 ft. depth, interlinked gates

and pumping section.

Unit- II: Land measuring 10 guntas at Sy.No.1350 (A), middle /Central
area. Road through M/s Apollo Fisheries, Majali Village, Karwar
Taluk, U.K. Dist with Building : having built-up area of 568.86

Plant & Machinery: Nil

sqg.mtrs.

Karwar Tq, U.K. Dist. with

Reserve Price : Rs.2,88,99,000/- (Two Crores Eighty Eight Lakhs
Ninety Nine Thousand Only ).
EMD: Rs.28,89,900/- (Rupees Twenty Eight Lakhs Eighty Nine
Thousand Nine Hundred Only) .

a) Inspection of the units 11.07.2022 from 11.00 a.m to 4.30 p.m at the

above location.

b) e-auction will commence: from 11.00 a.m. on 25.07.2022 and
closes by 11.00 a.m. on 28.07.2022. Last date and time for payment of
EMD to obtain bids key is before 3.00 pm on 20.07.2022.

Terms & Conditions of Sale : The terms and conditions of the sale
through e-auction are detailed in website https://leproc.karnataka.gov.in.
The Interested persons are advised to visit the aforesaid website.

This notice is also a 30 days statutory notice for sale of secured

assets to the borrowers as contemplated under Sec. 29 of the SFC's
Act. For more details on participation of this e-auction, please contact
e-procurement help desk No.080-68948777 / 46010000 or taken
hands on training at e-procurement Cell, Room No.141, Gate No.2,
Veedhi,
The Project Director, e-Procurement, Sri Aravind Bhavan, Opp.
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Nrupathunga Road, Bengaluru -560 001.
email.id : support.eprochelpdesk.com

M.S. Building, Dr.Ambedkar

Date: 27.06.2022
Place: Bengaluru
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Should India worry about endemicity of COVID-19?

‘At the moment we have to calibrate when we have to launch an outbreak-like response... vaccination should remain a public health activity’

Meghalaya
VOWS action
on attack

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Meghalaya Home Minister
Lakhmen Rymbui has said
that the miscreants respon-
sible for attacking two stu-
dents from Kerala on June
24 would be brought to
book.

The two students from
the Central University of
Kerala have been interning
with a Shillong-based NGO
for a month. They were as-
saulted by some 30 motor-
cycle-borne youth in Jaiaw,
alocality dominated by the
Khasi tribal people. Two
others, including a traffic
police constable, were also
assaulted.

Mr. Rymbui said the pol-
ice were monitoring some
critical areas of the capital.
He denied that the authori-
ties were turning a blind
eye to assault cases that
had become quite fre-
quent. “Registering of FIRs
means action is being ta-
ken. Many people have
been arrested and charge
sheets have been filed in
such incidents in the past,”
he said.

Centre asks firms to

RAMYA KANNAN
CHENNAI

Has COVID-19 become en-
demic or not, that is the
question. While the world
over, the debate rages on
whether COVID-19  has
reached an endemic phase,
in India there seems to be
broad consensus that it has
in the country, though epide-
miologists might have taken
various paths to get there.

Interestingly, another
question, whether endemici-
ty is significant at all in the
current context, is also crest-
ing this wave of discussion
among professionals, and
might even take over the de-
bate in the not so near
future.

Dr. Jacob John, retired
Professor of virology, Chris-
tian Medical College, Vellore,
says the terms endemic and
epidemic are based on pat-
terns, and no one has at-
tempted yet to post numbers
that could establish the stage
the SARS-CoV-2 virus is at
currently. However, he uses
a comparison with the num-
bers of the past, more a rule
of thumb criteria to argue

arrange Tricolour

Govt. to start ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ drive

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The Centre is set to launch a
large-scale campaign to en-
courage Indians to fly the
National Fag at their homes
to mark the 75th Indepen-
dence Day and has reached
out to manufacturers and e-
commerce sites to boost the
availability of the Tricolour,
according to officials aware
of the programme.

As part of the Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav, the Cul-
ture Ministry is planning on
celebrating August 11 to 17 as
“Independence Week”
across the country, Culture
Secretary Govind Mohan
said. During the week, the
26 crore households in the
country would be encour-
aged to hoist the Tricolour
as part of the ‘Har Ghar Ti-
ranga’ campaign. Mr. Mo-
han said the Ministry had
been in touch with textile
manufacturers to make sure
the production of the flag
was adequate. He added
that meetings with e-tailers
such as Amazon and Flip-
kart were being held, to
make sure these sites would
be a platform to buy flags.

The Ministry was in talks
with States and Union Terri-
tories to coordinate the pro-
gramme as well, with some
States like Maharashtra al-
ready coming out with their
plans, he said. The Govern-
ment-e-Marketplace (GeM)
portal, through which Go-
vernment Departments and
Ministries procure pro-

The Centre is planning to
celebrate Independence
Week from August 11.

ducts, had also written to
Ministries that they could
place orders for flags for
their offices through the
portal.

On the demand side of
the plan, Mr. Mohan said an
awareness campaign to in-
spire individuals to hoist the
national flag would be
launched in July. The cam-
paign would be rolled out in
mid-July in railway stations,
airports and Metro stations
as well as at the panchayat-
level in rural areas. A song
by renowned musicians had
also been commissioned.

In order to facilitate the
campaign, the Union Home
Ministry had last year
amended the Flag Code,
which earlier only allowed
hand-woven or hand-spun
flags to be made, to allow
flags to be polyester and ma-
chine-made. According to
two sources, the aim of the
campaign was to inspire pe-
ople, rather than carry out a
distribution drive.

that the infection has en-
tered the endemic stage in
India.

Considering the seven-day
average of cases during the
peak of the epidemic, the
daily numbers have not
crossed the 10% of that figure
since the decline in numbers
began, he points out. Despite
the rise in cases in the past
few days, the number has re-
mained below 10% of the se-
ven-day average of cases dur-
ing the peak of Omicron, Dr.
John says.

“If you look at Bharat CO-
VID-19 or World-o-meter, the
disturbances in the flat line
since the drop have been ve-
ry minor,” he says, adding
that similar to what happens
in an epidemic, the numbers
have been going up only in
certain cities in Maharash-
tra, Kerala, Delhi and Tamil
Nadu. “It is still virtually a
flat line.” Even when a dis-
ease is in the endemic stage,
there can be seasonal out-
breaks, and the spike in cas-
es that a few cities in India
are seeing now, could be eq-
uated to that, he reasons.

Dr. Chandrakant Lahari-
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A health worker administers a dose of a COVID-19 vaccineto a

student at a school in Vellore. =c. VENKATACHALAPATHY

ya, epidemiologist and pu-
blic policy and health sys-
tems specialist, treads
another path to arrive at his
conclusion. Endemic and
pandemic are all academic
terms, not dependent solely
on scientific parameters, he
says. He draws attention
away from the endemic-pan-
demic binary to a more expe-
riential angle. “We know the
extent of social and econom-
ic impact that COVID-19 had
on the world. So, I believe

that the idea is for societies
to agree that the infection is
an acceptable risk, as some
countries are already doing
so, despite the numbers go-
ing up. None of these coun-
tries are saying the disease is
endemic, but they are saying
life is returning to normal.”
Dr. Lahariya also says it is
his firm belief that it is irrele-
vant to India to debate en-
demicity or not of the virus
in the country. “We should
approach it from the practi-

cal position of ‘acceptable
risk’ — of whether or not it is
disrupting social and eco-
nomic life in the country.” In-
dia has reached a stage whe-
rein the virus is not creating
great havoc in terms of death
or morbidity. “Three years
down the line, a nation could
look back and mark the
point of time in which it
turned endemic, but it is not
logical or practical to look
for these signs now,” he
explains.

Individual challenge

While he advances the view
that the disease is no longer
a population-level public
health challenge, but rather
an individual one, and re-
commends that our respons-
es change appropriately,
once again professionals are
split in their opinion on this
too. While Dr. Lahariya re-
commends protection of the
vulnerable, continued eco-
nomic surveillance, tracking
the parameters (but don’t
worry) and COVID-19 appro-
priate behaviour, he believes
that the onus has moved on
to the individual, from the

health system.

“I agree with the view that
endemic or not, our action
right now must be linked to
where we are in terms of vac-
cination coverage (public
health coverage), and conti-
nuing surveillance,” says Dr.
Prabhdeep Kaur, Deputy Di-
rector, ICMR- National Insti-
tute of Epidemiology, Chen-
nai. “This virus is fascinating
in terms of its evolution, it
keeps springing surprises on
us. It is not like anything we
have read in our textbooks.”

At present, she says, CO-
VID-19 does not conform to
the textbook definition — by
being present all over the
world, though it waxes and
wanes. That is probably why,
she reasons, epidemiologists
find themselves ranged on
different points of the en-
demicity spectrum.

“The point is if we know
that a disease in a communi-
ty is present at a certain le-
vel, we do not have to react
to it. There are different
thresholds for different dis-
eases and they also may be
seasonal thresholds, but we
have not been able to esta-

blish the threshold for CO-
VID-19, because of several
reasons - including changing
practices for testing and sur-
veillance. At the moment we
have to calibrate when we
have to launch an outbreak-
like response,” she adds.

COVID will continue to re-
main a disease of impor-
tance that has the ability to
cause outbreaks, Dr. Kaur ex-
plains, listing why she be-
lieves vaccination should
continue to be a public
health activity.

If we fail to do this, there
is potential to cause great
damage in terms of mortality
and morbidity. Dr. John says:
“Somehow vaccination in In-
dia seems to have lost steam
along the way. People are
now asking why vaccinate
when the peak is over. And
as far as the government
goes, the outreach and pu-
blic education activity on
why a booster dose is re-
quired, has not been suffi-
cient. There is a difference
between individual vaccine
for averting risk, and a popu-
lation-based vaccine. We still
have to focus on the latter.”

From July 1, Himachal to buy back single-use plastic

The government will pay students X75 for a kg of single-use plastic items they deposit with the school

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

As the Centre has decided to
ban the use of single-use
plastic from July 1, the hill
State of Himachal Pradesh is
all set to kick-start a buy-back
scheme in schools and col-
leges to purchase the single-
use plastic items from stu-
dents in a bid to instil a sense
of environment preservation
by “catching them young”.

Under the novel scheme,
the students would be en-
couraged to bring single-use
plastic items from their
home and deposit it with the
school, for which they will
be paid ¥75 a kg by the
government.

“Across the State, we have
3,000 eco-clubs in schools
and in 100 colleges under
the National Green Corps
programme - these eco-

clubs are an association of
student-teachers that work
to inculcate environmental
awareness and protection.
As a pilot project, we will
start the buy-back scheme in
100 schools from July 1. La-
ter, we will scale it up and
implement the scheme in all
the schools and colleges
through the eco-clubs. We
will pay the students X 75 a kg
for the single-use plastic
items they bring. The pur-
pose is to catch the students
in their early years and teach
them about environmental
conservation. We believe
that once a habit towards en-
vironment protection is in-
culcated during childhood it
could stay lifelong,” Lalit
Jain, Director, Environment,
Science-Technology and
Member Secretary, Hima-
chal Pradesh Council for
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Science, Technology and En-
vironment (HIMCOSTE), told
The Hindu.

The HIMCOSTE is the
State nodal agency for the
National Green Crops — Eco-
club Programme of the Mi-
nistry of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change of
Government of India — and is

implementing the national
scheme in 3,000 eco-club
schools and 100 colleges in
Himachal Pradesh.

Besides the students, the
scheme also aims to involve
teachers, school manage-
ment committees and pa-
rents by creating awareness
surrounding the ill-effects of

plastic waste at the district-
level through the eco-club
schools, covering both rural
and urban schools.

“The single-use plastic
items collected from the
schools would then be hand-
ed over to the Public Works
Department and this plastic
will be used in bitumen to
construct roads in the State.
The roads built with plastic-
bitumen are durable and
long-lasting, besides it would
help to dispose of the waste
plastic,” said Mr. Jain.

At  Senior Secondary
School in Shimla district’s
Theog, Deepak Sharma, in
charge of the school eco-
club, is enthused by the new
scheme to be launched. “We
are hopeful that monetary
assistance offered by the go-
vernment will motivate stu-
dents and teachers to bring

the single-use plastic items to
school for their disposal. At
our school, we have been
making students and the lo-
cal community aware of the
ill-effects of plastic, single-
use plastic in particular. To
curtail plastic use, we en-
courage the use of steel bot-
tles for carrying drinking wa-
ter to the school. We have
already been organising in-
ter-house competitions in
the school. In the first week
of June, the students held an
awareness rally at Theog
market to highlight the dan-
gers of plastic on the envi-
ronment, conveying the
proper use of plastic and
avoiding its littering. Making
use of social media plat-
forms, we show students
motivational videos on na-
ture  conservation and
biodiversity.”

Odisha to install siren to caution elephant movement in forest

Officials have been
deployed to assess
its operability

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

The Forest Department in
Odisha is experimenting
with a siren system, which
would go off automatically
sensing elephant herds
crossing the National High-
way to reduce human-ele-
phant encounters.

“We in association with a

non-government organisa-
tion have started a pilot pro-
ject on siren system to alert
traffic to elephant move-
ment. The system has been
installed at two places at Ra-
tasingha and Haldihabahal,”
said Dhenkanal Divisional
Forest officer Prakash Chand
Gogineni.

Mr. Gogineni said, “The
Forest Department officials
have been deployed at two
places to assess its operabili-
ty and how seamless it can
work to prevent encounters
with wild elephants.”

T M R S e

Steps are being taken to
prevent elephant-human
encounters.

“The siren system detects
elephant herds approaching
National Highway by its in-
frared sensor system. There
is an in-built programme to

identify jumbos from their
sizes and other attributes.
Once detected, the siren
would go off alerting traffic
from both sides,” he said.

“We have found the sys-
tem working when ele-
phants were crossing NH.
However, we will carry out
overall assessment. We will
evaluate how the system is
responding to elephant
herds and single elephant
during crossing of roads,”
said the Dhenknal DFO.

As cropping season has
begun, wild elephants would

start coming out from for-
ests. The Dhenkanal forest
division has identified five
crossing points for ele-
phants. Invariably, elephant
herds cross NH two to three
times in week. There are
chances of elephants getting
collided with speeding vehi-
cles. Sometimes, people rid-
ing two-wheelers bump into
elephant herds.

Similarly, the Khadi Vil-
lage Industries Commission
is implementing apiculture
programme to keep ele-
phants at bay in neighbour-

ing Angul district. In cooper-
ation with Athmallik Forest
Division, about 100 bee box-
es have been set up at border
of Laxmipur village in Angul
district. ~Marauding ele-
phants stray into the village
frequently damaging large
crop areas. Sometimes, hu-
man-elephant encounters re-
sult in human casualties. Ele-
phants are expected to be
stung by bees if their boxes
are hit. It would drive ele-
phants back. CCTV cameras
have been installed to cap-
ture reaction of elephants.
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Across

1 Remain enchanted with mad race for Green Card? (8,5)

9 Confrontation leading to needless damage all around (3-2)

10 My weaknesses — Food Courts, Heavy Metal and Plays,
occasionally (3,6)

12 Talk about unending animosity (4)

13 Pasta made with gnocchi and olive, without a drop of vinegar (10)

16 Church official sounds unsure about trading right (7)

18 Initially imitating Deepika, youngster later looked incredibly

classy and charming (7)

To solve this puzzle online,
get across to our crossword site
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

t
=

21 Sense of identity that exists before ignorance essentially gets

dissolved (3)

22 True proposition — “Love, just envelops and hate, regularly

rebounds” (7)

24 Some frown on a Gondwana lotus temple's shape (7)
25 Partly elephantine, one's at centre of those people's pantheon of

gods (10)
28 Not large type of infection (4)

30 Power source — most universal with unlimited supply (9)

31 Struggle of powerless authority (5)

32 Guess how universe was created? Began right by blowing up

around nothing! (3,4,6)
Down

2 Metal worker casts out base of a heavy deity statue in the end (9)

3 Give out good shout (4)

4 Corporate boss having a minute role, short but significant (5)
5 Again making one run over last obstacle with a fast lift off (10)
6 Scare about Pope's power going to head (5)

7 Cocaine and cannabis? That's crazy! (8)

8 Bali's path, we are told (4)

11 Extremely bad, running kidnapping for sale (7)

14 Some Pakistanis involved in spying and sponsoring terrorism (3)
15 That R & B hero, perhaps, is an idol (5-5)

17 He doesn't have stable job set up, causing turmoil (7)

19 A measure of journey having no beginning and endlessly long (9)

20 Marriage papers (8)
23 Currency in endless turmoil (3)

25 Space set up by English squire (4)

26 Wear something that breathes air essentially (5)
27 Show of confidence — moving self at start to front position (5)
29 Part of liberal inheritance, how it is carried forward (4)
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In the Advaita text Panchadasi, the author Vidyaranya ex-
plains the nature of the Self as the essence of bliss by allud-
ing to the famous instruction by Yagnyavalkya to his wife
Maitreyi in the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad. The acharya
analyses the instruction that shows with relevant examples
that it is individual self interest at work in all human relation-
ships, pointed out Sri R. Rajagopala Sarma in a discourse.
The conclusion drawn is ‘atmanasthu kamaya sarvam pri-
yam bhavati, ‘the Self is most loved by all and is most dear.
It is shown that all objects, people and places are loved by
people not for their sake but for the sake of the Self. In our
day today life, when constant interaction is always taking
place, at the family, social, cultural and spiritual levels, etc,
it is the self or inner essence that is dear to each individual.
The reason behind the love in ties such as those between
husband-wife, parent-children, etc is one’s own satisfaction.
Even the love of wealth and possession only reflects the
owner’s sense of ego. Does wealth know that it belongs to a
particular person? Or does it wish to belong to anyone it
thinks is special?

When one seeks name and fame in life it is for the indivi-
dual’s sake since name and fame are insentient abstractions.
One might rear animals such as cow or horse not because of
any love for them but because they serve him in some way
or other. At the bottom line in all these instances is the de-
sire for happiness in us. Since the self is the essence of hap-
piness and bliss, knowledge of this truth leads to realisation.
To internalise this truth, the sage advises her to know about
the atma. This is possible by the practices of sravana, hear-
ing, manana, reflecting in one’s mind and nididhyasana,
contemplating and meditating on the Self at all times.

»
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Russia strikes Kyiv as G7 summit opens

One killed, 6 injured as missiles damage residential buildings and kindergarten in the Ukrainian capital

ASSOCIATED PRESS
REUTERS
KYIV/POKROVSK

Russia shattered weeks of re-
lative calm in the Ukrainian
capital with long-range mis-
siles fired toward Kyiv early
Sunday, an apparent Krem-
lin show-of-force as Western
leaders meet in Europe to
strengthen their military and
economic  support  of
Ukraine.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitsch-
ko said the missiles hit at
least two residential build-
ings, and killed one person
and injured six others, in-
cluding a seven-year-old girl
and her mother.

“The Russians hit Kyiv
again. Missiles damaged an
apartment building and a
kindergarten,” said Andriy
Yermak, head of the Presi-
dent’s administration.

Mr. Klitschko told journal-
ists he thought the airstrikes
were “maybe a symbolic at-
tack” ahead of a NATO sum-
mit in Madrid that starts on
Tuesday.

A former commander of
U.S. forces in Europe said the
strikes also were a signal to
the leaders of G7 meeting on

Rescue work under way at an apartment building destroyed in
a missile strike in Kyiv on Sunday. =reuters

Sunday in Germany.

As Europe’s biggest land
conflict since Second World
War entered its fifth month,
the Western alliance sup-
porting Kyiv was starting to
show signs of strain as lead-
ers fret about the growing
economic cost, including
surging food and energy
prices.

‘United front’

U.S. President Joe Biden
called the attacks “barba-
rism” after he arrived in Ger-
many for the Group of Seven
summit.

British Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson said the West
needed to maintain a united
front against Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

“In order to protect that
unity, in order to make it
work, you’ve got to have real-
ly, really honest discussions
about the implications of
what’s going on, the pres-
sures that individual friends
and partners are feeling,” he
told reporters.

“But the price of backing
down, the price of allowing
Putin to succeed, to hack off
huge parts of Ukraine, to

At least 21 dead in South African
club, cause not yet known: police

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
EAST LONDON

At least 21 teenagers, the
youngest possibly just 13,
died after a night out at a
township club in South Afri-
ca, in a tragedy whose cause
remains unclear.

Many are thought to have
been students celebrating
the end of their high-school
exams.

There were no visible
wounds on the bodies. Offi-
cials have ruled out a stam-

pede as a possible cause and
said autopsies would deter-
mine if the deaths could be
linked to poisoning.

Crowds of people, includ-
ing parents whose children
were missing, gathered on
Sunday outside the club
where the tragedy happened
in the city of East London,
while mortuary vehicles col-
lected the bodies.

Senior government offi-
cials rushed to the southern
city. “It’s a terrible scene,”

Police Minister Bheki Cele
told reporters.

The provincial govern-
ment of Eastern Cape said
eight girls and 13 boys had
died. Seventeen were found
dead inside the club. The
rest died in hospital.

“Forensic (investigators)
will take samples and test to
see if there was any poison-
ing of any sort,” Unathi Bin-
qose, a safety government
official, said, adding the bar
was overcrowded.

continue with his pro-
gramme of conquest, that
price will be far, far higher.”

Life had been returning to
normal in Kyiv after fierce re-
sistance held off Russian ad-
vances in the early phase of
the war, although air raid si-
rens regularly sound across
the city. There had been no
major strikes on Kyiv since
June.

Mr. Klitschko said that
Sunday’s strike had partially
destroyed a nine-storey
apartment building and
caused a fire.

“There are people under
the rubble,” Mr. Klitschko
said. “They have pulled out a
seven-year-old girl. She is
alive. Now they’re trying to
rescue her mother.”

Russia denies targeting ci-
vilians, but Ukraine and the
West accuse Russian forces
of war crimes in a conflict
that has killed thousands,
sent millions fleeing the Uk-
raine and destroyed cities.

The strategic eastern bat-
tlefield city of Sievierodo-
netsk fell to pro-Russian forc-
es on Saturday after
Ukrainian troops retreated.

The fall of Sievierodo-

netsk is a major defeat for Ky-
iv as it seeks to keep control
of the eastern Donbas re-
gion, a key military objective
for the Kremlin.

The war has had a huge
impact on the global econo-
my and European security,
driving up gas, oil and food
prices, pushing the EU to re-
duce reliance on Russian
energy and prompting Fin-
land and Sweden to seek NA-
TO membership.

The fall of Sievierodo-
netsk — once home to more
than 1,00,000 people but
now a wasteland — trans-
forms the battlefield in the
east after weeks in which
Moscow’s huge advantage in
firepower had yielded only

slow gains.
Russia’s Interfax news
agency, citing separatist

fighters, said pro-Russian
forces had also entered Lysy-
chansk across the river.

Russian missiles struck
near the central Ukrainian ci-
ty of Cherkasy on Sunday,
killing one person and hit-
ting a bridge that helps con-
nect western regions with
eastern battle zones, officials
said.

[ran launches rocket into
space ahead of nuclear talks

Washington calls the move ‘unhelpful, warns of sanctions

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TEHRAN

Iranian state television said
on Sunday that Tehran had
launched a solid-fuelled
rocket into space, drawing a
rebuke from Washington
ahead of the expected re-
sumption of stalled talks ov-
er Tehran’s tattered nuclear
deal with world powers.

It’'s unclear when or
where exactly the rocket was
launched, but the announ-
cement came after satellite
photos showed preparations
at Imam Khomeini Space-
port in Iran’s rural Semnan
province, the site of Iran’s
frequent failed attempts to
put a satellite into orbit.

State-run media aired dra-
matic footage of the blastoff
against the backdrop of
heightened tensions over
Tehran’s  nuclear  pro-
gramme, which is racing
ahead under decreasing in-
ternational oversight.

Iran had previously ack-
nowledged that it planned
multiple tests for the satel-
lite-carrying Zuljanah rock-

Josep Borrell

et, named for the horse of
Imam Hussein, the grandson
of the Prophet Muhammed.
It was not immediately clear
whether Iran successfully
launched the satellite carrier
into its intended orbit.

The White House said it
was aware of Iran’s announ-
cement and described such
actions as “unhelpful and
destabilising.” It said it was
committed to using sanc-
tions and other measures to
prevent further advances in
Iran’s  ballistic  missile
programme.

The news comes after the
European Union’s foreign
policy chief, Josep Borrell,

traveled to Tehran in a push
to resuscitate negotiations
over Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. Several sticking
points remain, including
Tehran’s demand that Wash-
ington lift terrorism sanc-
tions on its paramilitary Re-
volutionary Guard.

Mr. Borrell said that talks
over the nuclear deal would
resume in a Persian Gulf
country in the coming days,
with Iranian media report-
ing that Qatar would likely
host the negotiations.

Former President Donald
Trump withdrew the U.S.
from the nuclear deal in
2018 and reimposed sanc-
tions on Iran. Tehran res-
ponded by ramping up its
nuclear work and now en-
riches uranium closer to
weapons-grade levels.

In a further escalation
that limits international
oversight into its nuclear
program, Iran removed over
two dozen International
Atomic Energy Agency cam-
eras from its nuclear sites
this month.

G7 proposes $600-bn global infra plan to rival China

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ELMAU CASTLE
The G7 group on Sunday an-
nounced an attempt to com-
pete with China’s formidable
Belt and Road Initiative by
raising $600 billion for glo-
bal infrastructure pro-
grammes in poor countries.
The Partnership for Glo-
bal Infrastructure and In-
vestment, unveiled with fan-
fare by U.S. President Joe
Biden and G7 allies from Ca-
nada, Germany, Italy, Japan
and the European Union,
aims to fill a huge gap left as
communist China uses its

Fuel price hike squeezes Sri Lankans

This comes amid U.S. officials’ visit aimed at alleviating the island's economic crisis

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka hiked fuel prices
on Sunday, creating further
pain for ordinary people as
officials from the U.S. arrived
for talks aimed at alleviating
the island’s dire economic
crisis.

Ceylon Petroleum Corpo-
ration (CPC) said it raised the
price of diesel, used widely
in public transport, by 15% to
460 rupees a litre while up-
ping petrol 22% to 550
rupees.

The announcement came
a day after Energy Minister
Kanchana Wijesekera said
there would be an indefinite
delay in getting new ship-
ments of oil.

Mr. Wijesekera said oil
due last week had not turned

Difficult period: Motorists waiting in a queue to buy fuelin
Colombo, Sri Lanka, on Sunday. =ap

up while shipments sche-
duled to arrive next week
would also not reach Sri Lan-
ka due to “banking” reasons.

Mr. Wijesekera apologised
to motorists and urged them
not to join long queues out-
side pumping stations.

Prince Charles accepted
cash from Qatar: report

His office says ‘got charity donations’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON

Prince Charles’ office has
denied there was any
wrongdoing in the heir to
the British throne accepting
bags full of cash as charity
donations from a Qatari
politician.

The Sunday Times said
the Prince was given a total
of €3 million by Sheikh Ha-
mad bin Jassim bin Jaber Al
Thani, the former Prime Mi-
nister of Qatar. It said the
money was handed over to
Prince Charles at private
meetings between 2011 and
2015 — on one occasion in a
suitcase, and on another in
shopping bags from Lon-
don’s Fortnum & Mason de-
partment store.

The newspaper said the
money was deposited into
the accounts of the Prince of
Wales’s Charitable Fund. It
did not allege that anything
illegal was done.

Prince Charles’ office,
Clarence House, said in a
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Prince Charles

statement that the dona-
tions “were passed imme-
diately to one of the Prince’s
charities who carried out
the appropriate governance
and have assured us that all
the correct processes were
followed.”

The charitable fund told
the newspaper it had veri-
fied “that the donor was a
legitimate and verified
counterparty... and our aud-
itors signed off on the dona-
tion after a specific enquiry
during the audit. There was
no failure of governance.”

»

Many have left their vehi-
cles in queues hoping to top
up when supplies are
restored.

Official sources said re-
maining fuel supply was suf-
ficient for about two days,
but that authorities were sav-

ing it for essential services.

A delegation from the Un-
ited States Treasury and the
State Department arrived for
talks to “explore the most ef-
fective ways to support Sri
Lankans in need”, the coun-
try’s Embassy in Colombo
said.

“As Sri Lankans endure
some of the greatest eco-
nomic challenges in their
history, our efforts to sup-
port economic growth and
strengthen democratic insti-
tutions have never been
more critical,” U.S. Ambassa-
dor Julie Chung said in a
statement.

The Embassy said it had
committed $158.75 million in
new financing in the past
two weeks to help Sri
Lankans.

Second day of protests
over U.S. abortion ruling

8 States impose ban on the procedure

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

Abortion rights defenders
fanned out across America
on Saturday for a second
day of protest against the
Supreme Court’s thunder-
bolt ruling, as State after
conservative State moved
swiftty to ban  the
procedure.

The deeply polarised
country grappled with a
new level of division: bet-
ween States that will now or
soon deny the right to abor-
tion, enshrined since 1973,
and those that still allow it.

A few thousand people
thronged the streets on Sa-
turday outside the fenced-
off Supreme Court in Wash-
ington, in hot summer
weather, carrying signs that
read “War on women, who’s
next?” and “No uterus, No
opinion.”

“What happened yester-
day is indescribable and dis-
gusting,” said Mia Stagner,
19, a political science major

in college.

Demonstrations also took
place in Los Angeles, with
dozens of smaller rallies
from coast to coast.

At least eight right-lean-
ing States imposed imme-
diate bans on abortion —
with a similar number to fol-
low suit in coming weeks.

Fuelling the mobilisation,
many now fear that the Su-
preme Court might next set
its sights on rights like same-
sex marriage and
contraception.

Women in States that se-
verely restrict abortion or
outlaw it altogether will
either have to continue with
their pregnancy, undergo a
clandestine abortion, obtain
abortion pills, or travel to
another State where it re-
mains legal.

But “most women don’t
have the time of day or the
financial resources to travel
across state lines to get an
abortion,” Mikayla Marcum,
a 23-year-old said.

economic clout to stretch di-
plomatic tentacles into the
furthest reaches of the
world.

Mr. Biden said the target
was for the U.S. to bring
$200 billion to the table,
with the rest of the G7 anoth-
er $400 billion by 2027.

Funding the kinds of pro-
jects that China currently
dominates - everything
from roads to harbours in
far-flung corners of the
world — is not “aid or chari-
ty,” Mr. Biden said.

Highlighting the geostra-
tegic thinking behind the G7

plan, Mr. Biden said such
projects “deliver returns for
everyone, including the
American people and the pe-
ople of all our nations.”

This is “a chance for us to
share our positive vision for
the future” and for other
countries to “see for them-
selves the concrete benefits
of partnering with democra-
cies,” he said.

European = Commission
chief Ursula von der Leyen
echoed this, saying “it is up
to us to give a positive, po-
werful investment impulse
to the world, to show our

partners in the developing
world that they have a
choice.”

Although China was not
referred to by name, the riv-
alry loomed large over the
leaders’ presentation, a re-
launch of a first attempt at a
Western infrastructure fund
that Biden laid out during
last year’s G7 summit in
Britain.

Private firms in key role

Unlike China’s state-run BRI
initiative, the proposed G7
funding would depend large-
ly on private companies be-

ing willing to commit to mas-
sive investments and is
therefore not guaranteed.

Meanwhile, the world
powers on Sunday agreed to
ban gold exports from Rus-
sia, at a G7 meeting designed
to take fresh concerted ac-
tion to deplete Moscow’s war
chest.

They are seeking to close
ranks for Ukraine against
Russia’s invasion while grap-
pling with the intensifying
global fallout of the war.

“We have to stay togeth-
er,” Mr. Biden told German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz.
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ASK US

VIDYA BALA

Q.lam 60 years old. I retired from a PSU
seven months back and have a kitty in NPS
(auto choice). In addition, I have lump sum
retirement funds which | have/propose to
invest in safe options like SCSS/PMVVY/RBI
floating rate bond and MIS, etc. I will have
some surplus left after the above. As | have
been getting good and safer returns from my
NPS account, | do not wish to exit it in full. Is
it possible to buy annuity worth 40% of the
amount and reinvest balance 60% in NPS
with same or different PRAN? What will be
tax implication if above route is possible? |
have the option of buying annuity directly
from my retirement lump sum fund but |
wish to avoid that as it will attract GST.

VIVEK RAJU SAXENA

A. If you had applied for continuation of NPS

account or deferment of lumpsum

withdrawal at least 15 days before your

retirement, you could have continued with

same PRAN as detailed here:

https://www.npscra.nsdl.co.in/nps-exit-
option.php

But you can still open a new account and
contribute and also claim tax deduction as is
the case with regular NPS. However, make
sure you get these points right: one, make
sure you have sufficient sources of monthly
cash flow through other incomes. Two, your
equity allocation should not be high as it is
possible that you may not keep this invested
for too long. Three, from our understanding,
if you invest this afresh, then you will need to
commute another 40% again with an
annuity, when you withdraw.

And the annuity income will be taxable.
Four, you will have a lock in of 3 years. Please
check these points before you invest. Finally,
| don't think paying tax should come in the
way of buying some immediate annuity plans
as long as the plan is a good one.

Also, the other option is for you to go with
low-risk debt funds in categories such as
corporate bond funds or banking & PSU debt
funds if you want the money to grow and yet
have liquidity.

If you need income, then you can use
ultra-short debt funds in addition to the
above and do a systematic withdrawal plan.

Q. I am doing investments of around ¥1.2
lakh per year consisting of ¥70,000 in LIC
and ¥50,000 in HDFC tax saving scheme. My
monthly income is ¥65,000. My queries are
as follows: Recently a friend told me that if
we do investments that are non-taxable
even then we need to pay tax on the interest
on the total sum at time of maturity. Is this
true? For example, if | am investing ¥50,000
in HDFC policy (tax-free) for 5 years.
Maturity of policy date is 10 years and | get
Z9 lakh after 10 years. So, will this ¥9 lakh
be added to my taxable income for that year
and I have to pay tax on it again? Second, |
want to buy a house 2 years from now. How
should I do my investments so that | have at
least ¥10 lakh in hand in 2 years.

HARSHIKA CHAUDHARY

A. We are assuming both the policies you are
mentioning are money back policies - either
ULIPs or traditional ones. The amount you
receive from such policies are tax free under
Section 10(10D) of the Income Tax Act, 1961.
However, in case you are invested in
tax-saving mutual fund (called ELSS), then
the profit will be taxed as capital gain at
10%. If you are young, our advice would be
that you don't get into too many money-back
policies.

Their returns are abysmal. You are better
off going with tax-saving mutual funds and
invest other savings (outside of tax saving) in
equity index funds or ETFs.

On saving withing 2 years - the time frame
is not sufficient to take any risks. Hence, it is
best to invest in bank FDs - perhaps with
small finance banks that give higher interest
or go with short duration debt funds.
Assuming you do get moderate return of 7%
you will need to invest ¥40,000 per month
at least to get there.

Q. lam 21 and | have some savings. Where
can linvest it? Is post office a good option?
What are the different savings schemes
available at post office? What returns can be
expected after the end of 4 to 5 years.

BHARATHI JK

A. Post office recurring and time deposits
offer anywhere between 5.5% (1 year) to
6.7% (for 5 years) and this is not attractive
for a young investor like you.

You can start with PPF, which you can
invest through major banks as well, if you are
looking at long term investment. PPF offers
7.1% at present that this will keep changing
when rates change. At present you can
expect it to go up but it may also come down
in future.

It is still among the better returning
government scheme options. It also gives
you tax deduction, in case you are in a job
and have income that is taxable. If you will
take some risks and willing to wait for
minimum of 7 years, then there are also

ANAND SRINIVASAN
SASHWATH SWAMINATHAN

Bitcoin and other crypto-
currencies are generally
perceived as assets, cur-
rencies or both. As im-
pactful as cryptocurren-
cies’ have been as tools of
speculation in current fi-
nancial markets, the nar-
rative behind the existing
technology holds the key
to breaking it and most
fads down.

Cryptocurrencies —are
computer-managed ledger
entries that can function
as money if someone is
willing to value these en-
tries as money and use
them in transactions.

Cryptocurrencies inhe-
rently possess no value
whatsoever, but are va-
lued at high prices. The
reason why cryptocurren-
cies are the behemoth in-
struments seen today lies
in the narratives propagat-
ed surrounding them.

The primary narrative
which appeals to most
cryptocurrency  enthu-
siasts is the idea that cryp-
tocurrencies, due to some
advanced technical bril-

liance, excel as a currency
compared with a dull old
currency note.

Moreover, the benefits
boasted by Bitcoin (the
most prominent crypto-
currency) promoters are
anonymity and security.
Additionally, the use case
of Bitcoin (and other cryp-
tocurrencies) involves it
being used as a currency
to purchase goods and ser-

vices.
c Claims of
untraceability
have been falsified in
multiple instances in
which governments
have traced, recovered
stolen Bitcoins

Finally, Bitcoin is pro-
moted as a financial asset
which can be used as a sto-
rehouse of value analo-
gous to gold.

Furthermore, Bitcoin is
said to function in the
same vein as gold because
it is limited in numbers
and not a productive asset.

As we have seen in re-
cent times, Bitcoin and its
peers fail to deliver on any

of the promises so proudly
boasted on the packaging.
For a currency to be a
viable medium of ex-
change, the primary re-
quirement is for it to be re-
latively stable in value.
Bitcoin has spectacular-
ly failed in this respect,
falling more than 56% over
six months (at the time of
writing this piece).
Moreover, it has also
been unable to weather an
interest rate increase of
merely 1.75%, while the
U.S. Federal Reserve has
promised further stiff
hikes to curb inflation.

Bitcoin vs gold
Gold, in comparison with
Bitcoin, has been able to
hold its own. Gold has
been a mainstay in human
society for millennia. Ho-
wever, like Bitcoin, it also
derives a significant por-
tion of value from the
price people place on it
(apart from the other use
cases gold has, for exam-
ple in electronics).

Bitcoin  proponents’
claim of supposed ano-
nymity and untraceability

An insurance premium rate increase isn't always bad!

It is an indication of something good because it is still a promise that your increasing losses will be reimbursed

K. NITYA KALYANI

has been falsified in multi-
ple instances in which go-
vernments have tracked
criminal activity and reco-
vered stolen Bitcoins.

An added defence by
Bitcoin enthusiasts is quot-
ing British economist Hen-
ry Dunning Macleod’s idea
of Gresham’s law, which
states that bad money (or
money with lower intrin-
sic value) drives out good
money (or money with
higher inherent value).
Gresham’s law implies that
people eventually hoard
money with greater intrin-
sic value (supposedly Bit-
coin) and only use bad mo-
ney (this label is generally
assigned to fiat curren-
cies). However, this claim
has also been falsified as
Bitcoin buyers were quick
on the uptake to sell their
holdings in exchange for
fiat currency in the face of
aloss of value.

The question is, if all the
narrative elements of Bit-
coin and other cryptocur-
rencies range from shaky
at best, to blatantly false,
how has it so effectively
permeated general

tanking stock markets.

ecrypting the

society?

The answ-
er lies in how most
bubbles and financial nar-
ratives spread through so-
ciety. The speculative na-
ture of Bitcoin and
cryptocurrencies is unde-
niable. Most of the small-
time investors lured into
buying and holding cryp-
tocurrencies are those
looking to profit from the
massive surge in Bitcoin
price by more than 400%
from the year 2020-21. It is
challenging to deal with
the fear of missing out,
popularly termed FOMO.

Information cascade

When one sees their peers
make money, it is hard to
resist the urge to mimic
their actions. The accom-
panying effect of faulty de-

in terms of any claims expense

cision-
making is
called an ‘informa-
tion cascade’.

An information cascade
causes people to value the
judgment and actions of
others in contrast to their
own. Furthermore, Bit-
coin and other cryptocur-
rency trading applications
have been heavily adver-
tised before significant
sports events such as the
IPL and endorsed by pop-
ular  Bollywood  stars
whom people idolise.
These apps also let the re-
tail investor take on lever-
age, which has caused ma-
ny people to lose their
savings and more.

The way to escape viral
financial narratives and
fads as a small-time inves-
tor is to heed the advice of

insurance renewal,

timeless advice provided
in the famous book ‘The
richest man in Babylon’ by
George S. Clason.

One of the most impor-
tant rules from the book is
to avoid investment op-
portunities which promise
you supposedly great re-
turns in a relatively short
period.

The efficacy of the Bit-
coin narrative was in the
idea that the prices would
keep rising and that the in-
vestor, no matter what the
scenario was, would stand
to gain a tidy profit. Addi-
tionally, another rule
which the investor Warren
Buffet also says is to avoid
investment opportunities
which you do not inhe-
rently understand well.
Bitcoin and cryptocurren-
cies are just another brick
in the wall of the countless
previous narratives which
have spread and collapsed
in the history of financial
markets.

(Anand Srinivasan is a
financial consultant, Sash-
wath Swaminathan is a re-
search associate at Aio-
nion investment services)

whether

Price rise is bad. It pinches you
where it hurts the most. You
have to rethink and regroup
your life and plans.

However, when premium
rates are raised, as in many
things in insurance, it is not ex-
actly what it seems to be.

An increase in premium is an
indication of something good
because it is still a promise that
your increasing losses will be
reimbursed.

Increasing claims
When insurance companies in-
crease premium rates, they are
catching up with increasing
claims. The way it works in the
real world, they rarely are
ahead of that race.

There may be a higher num-
ber of claims (as during CO-
VID-19 or a natural disaster),

All good: It's in our interest the insurer has a sustainable business
as he has to be around to pay our claims. =GeTTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

claims of higher value (due to
rising cost of healthcare or car
repairs or whatever) or a com-
bination of both.

Price rises as well as unfore-

seen events can through the
economics of insurance into
disarray. Add to this the compli-
cations of investment returns
with interest rate drops and

Higher claims logically lead
to less profits or even in losses
for the insurer. It’s in our own
interest that the insurer has a
sustainable and profitable busi-
ness because he and his compa-
ny have to be around to pay our
claims, for a few decades even
in the case of life insurance pol-
icies and annuities. If increas-
ing premium is the way for the
insurance industry to ensure
business continuity, then that is
a good thing, for you.

Ponder this. When your mo-
tor insurance renewal premium
comes around in the next few
months. It will be higher be-
cause the third-party liability
premium has been increased as
part of a periodical review and
reset to reflect losses.

This is one insurance where
the premium you pay is loaded
highly in your favour not only

but also the legal work.

Worth the weight

The troublesome processes
that go with a defending your-
self in a motor accident case
will make you realise the insu-
rance policy, and its premium,
is worth its weight in gold.

There is also a larger picture.
Skipping this insurance is not
only illegal, but skewers the dy-
namics of third-party liability
insurance.

A majority of the vehicles on
the road have no insurance (il-
legally) and yet cause accidents
that the industry pays for par-
tially, but society pays more
dearly for it leaves lives and fa-
milies shattered and with no
sure protection.

Coming back to knee-jerk
reactions to insurance premi-
um hikes, if you pass on your

health, motor, home, life or
pension, you are writing your-
self out of the protection circle.

The problem you should
solve is not that challenging. If
you have a car between 1,000
and 1,500 cc engine capacity,
your TP liability premium was
33,221 and will now be 33,416 at
the next renewal.

Unnoticeable difference
This difference of 195 is so-
mething that you won’t even
notice. And premium hikes
keep you covered for rising ex-
penses you are likely to face
when there is a loss. As I keep
saying, the question you have
to ask yourself while buying in-
surance is, is the premium ex-
pensive or the claim?

(The writer is a business
journalist specialising in insu-
rance & corporate history)

PERSONAL LOAN - RATES AND CHARGES

NEW CAR LOAN-RATES AND CHARGES

. EMI (R
mutual funds that you can look at. Doing a EMI (Rs) EMI (Rs) Loan ar(nost)lnt Processing fee
SIP in a Nifty based index equity fund is a Interest rate Loan amount Loan amount Processing fee Name of Lender Interest rate (%) 5 lakh (% of loan amount)
good way to start. For shorter durations like Name of Lender (%) 5 lakh 1lakh (% of loan amount) T 5
2-3 years, use short term debt funds. Tenure Tenure enure-> years
Q. In a response to an earlier query that 5years 5years Union Bank of India 7.70-8.90 10,067-10,355 Rs 1,000
af:peared in this column, it was stated that HDFC Bank 10.50 onwards 10,747 onwards 2,149 onwards Up to Rs 4,999 Punjab National Bank 7.55-8.35 10,031-10,222 0.25% (Rs 1,000-1,500)
there is some risk in placing FDs with small 9
finance banke, As degosits%vith auich banks Citibank 9.99-1649  10,621-12,290  2,124-2,458  Upto3% Bank of Baroda 7.95-11.25 10,126-10,934  0.50% (Rs 2,500-Rs 10,000)
are covered by insurance up to ¥5 lakh what Tata Capital 10.99 onwards 10,869 onwards 2,174 onwards Upto2.75% Canara Bank 7.40-10.30 9,995-10,697 0.25% (Rs 1,000-5,000)
other risk is expected. ' ' UCO Bank 8.05 10,150 1% (UptoRs 1,500)
T K KANNAN ICICI Bank 10.50 onwards 10,747 onwards 2,149 onwards Upto 2.50% Cof Ind
State Bank of India 7.45-8.35 10,007-10,222 NIL
A. There is safety in the form of insurance for Axis Bank 10.25 onwards  10,685.13 2,137.03 1.5%-2%
up to %5 lakh as you have pointed out. But as onwards onwards DBI Bank 8.10-9.90 10,162-10,599  Rs2,500
a class of banks, small finance banks can be Bank of Maharashtra* 7.70-11.20 10,067-10,921  waived off till 30th June 2022
riskier than traditional banks given that their Kotak Mahindra Bank 10.99 onwards 10,869 onwards 2,174 onwards Upto2.5%
mandate is to lend primarily to priority . T TEr G Bl 8.45 10246  0-3%-0.6%
sectors. And such sectors are fraught with Canara Bank 10.60-14.30 10,772-11,712 2,154-2,342 Upto1% (Rs 500-Rs 10,000)
risk of default. Hence their risk profile is Punjab National Bank 8.80-15.35  10,331-11,987  2,066-2,397 Upto1% ICICI Bank 7.35-8.50 9,983-10,258  Rs 5,500-Rs 8,500
typically higher than regular FDs. But as long .
as you are investing under %5 lakh in such HSBC Bank 9.99-15.50  10,621-12,027  2,124-2,405 Upto2% HDFC Bank 7.95-8.30 10,126-10,210  0.5% (Rs 3,500-Rs 8,000)
banks and have sufficient corpus in large ; ; o
systemically important banks (SBI, HDFC Federal Bank 10.49-17.99 10,744-12,694 2,149-2,539 Up to 3% Karnataka Bank 8.19-10.24 10,184-10,683 Up to 0.6% (max. Rs 11,000)
Bank, ICICI Bank) then it is indeed fine. . . : f . i ) Up to 0.25%
(The financial adviser is co-founder, Union Bank of India 9.80-13.90  10,574-11,608  2,115-2,322  Upto 1% (Max Rs 7,500) Punjab and Sind Bank 7.70-8.80 10,067-10,331 ¢y 000-Rs 15,000)
Primeinvestor.in) Punjab & Sind Bank 10.40-12.40  10,722-11,224  2,144-2,245 Upto1% South Indian Bank 9.55-11.00  10,513-10,871 1% (max. Rs 10,000)
South Indian Bank 10.75-18.50  10,809-12,833  2,162-2,567 Upto2% Indian Bank 7.80-8.00 10,090-10,138  0.50% (max. Rs 10,000)

Reﬂ;‘%@’S C;{" e;m;z;;l queries on Pg:];”;:{ljjl"am? UCO Bank 10.95-11.20 10,859-10,921 2,172-2,184  Upto1% *0.25% interest rate concession for existing housing loan borrowers and corporate salary account holder. 0.05% concession

dand investing to the moneywise@tnenindu.co.in on interest rate to women & armed forces personnel subject to minimum floor ceiling of RLLR.

ID. The experts on personal finance will answer Indian Overseas Bank 10.90-11.90  10,846-11,097 2,169-2,219 Upto0.75% o . forces ! . . .f . I f -

select queries. Moneywise will not give specific *%0.10% interest rate concession to women car owners having contribution in EMI, subject to minimum ROI.

recommendations for investment in a particular Karnataka Bank 12.00-17.00 11,122-12,426 2,224-2,485 Up to 2% (Max Rs 8,500) ) .

mutual fund scheme, share or fixed deposit. Rates and charges as on June 22 Source: Paisabazaar.com
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Tector drives Ireland to 108

Overs get reduced to 12 owing to persistent rain; India opts to field

INDIA IN IRELAND

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
mHIDE

Harry Tector’s counter-at-
tacking 64 not out off 33
balls took Ireland to 108 for
four in the rain-hit first T20I
against India here on
Sunday.

India opted to bowl in
overcast conditions but soon
after the rain arrived, delay-
ing the start of play by more
two hours and 20 minutes.
The break reduced the game
to 12 overs a side.

Ripe conditions

The conditions were ripe for
Bhuvneshwar Kumar to
make the ball talk and he did
just that in the opening over
of the match.

The wily operator got the
ball to swing both ways be-
fore an inswinger breached
the defence of Ireland skip-
per Andrew Balbirnie.

Skipper Hardik Pandya
got himself into the attack in
the second over and took
two balls to dismiss the
dangerous Paul Stirling.

After hitting the first ball
over cover, Stirling went for
the same shot but mistimed
to be caught at mid-off.

Avesh Khan then had Ga-
reth Delany caught behind in
his first over to leave Ireland

=

The aggressor: Tector scattered the Indian bowling with an
unbeaten 64 from 33 balls. =TwITTER/CRICKETIRELAND

at 22 for three.

India was expected to run
through the opposition but
Ireland staged a spirited re-
covery through Tector, who
went for the offensive
against the Indian pacers, in-
cluding debutant Umran

Malik.

All eyes were on the In-
dian pace sensation but he
had a rather nervous start to
his international career.

He dragged his third ball
down the leg side and it
raced to the boundary off

B Chasing a target of 109,
India was 78 for two after 7
overs. Hooda (28) and
Hardik (18) were at the
crease. Kishan (26) and
Suryakumar (0) were the
batters dismissed.

Lorcan Tucker’s (18 off 16)
pads.

Two balls, later Tector
played a beautiful straight
drive off a full delivery.

Malik dragged the next
one short but Hector was
ready to pull it for a six.

SCOREBOARD

IRELAND

Paul Stirling c Hooda b Hardik 4
(5b, 1x4), Andrew Balbirnie b
Bhuvneshwar O (2b), Gareth
Delanay c Karthik b Avesh 8
(9b,1 x4), Harry Tector (not out)
64 (33b, 6x4, 3x6), Lorcan
Tucker c Axar b Chahal 18 (76b,
2x6), George Dockrell (not out)
4 (7b); Extras (lb-7, w-3): 10;
Total (for four wkts. in 12
overs): 108.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-1 (Balbirnie, 0.5 overs), 2-6
(Stirling, 1.2), 3-22 (Delany,
3.5), 4-72 (Tucker, 8.4).

INDIA BOWLING
Bhuvneshwar 3-1-16-1, Hardik
2-0-26-1, Avesh 2-0-22-1, Axar
1-0-12-0, Umran 1-0-14-0,
Chahal 3-0-11-1.

Toss: India.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BIRMINGHAM

India skipper Rohit Sharma
has tested positive for
Covid-19 and placed in
isolation ahead of the
rescheduled ‘fifth’ Test
against England, the BCCI
said on Sunday.

The Test is scheduled to
begin here on July 1 and if
Rohit remains in six-day
isolation, either pacer
Jasprit Bumrah or
wicketkeeper-batsman

Rishabh Pant could be
asked to lead the team.
“Team India captain Mr
Rohit Sharma has tested
positive for COVID-19
following a Rapid Antigen
Test (RAT) conducted on
Saturday,” BCCI secretary

Jay Shah said in a media

release.

Rohit had batted on first
day of the ongoing
warm-up game against
Leicestershire but didn’t
take the field on the second

day. He did not bat in the
second innings.

The 35-year-old Indian
skipper is expected to open
the innings alongside
Shubman Gill in the Test
and his participation will
now depend on the result
of his RT-PCR test and
recovery.

R. Ashwin had joined the
squad in England late since
he had tested positive for
COVID-19 before the team
left for the UK tour.

Warm-up game
ends in draw

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LEICESTER
Opener Shubman Gill
struck 62 (8x4, 2x6) while
R. Ashwin took two for 31
after making his first ap-
pearance in the game fol-
lowing his recovery from a
COVID-19 infection as In-
dia’s warm-up match
against Leicestershire end-
ed in a draw here on Sun-
day. The host made 219 for
four in its second innings.
As many as five Indians
turned up for both the
teams during the four-day
match as the visitors
looked to put final touch to
the preparations for the
Test starting on July 1.

[ndia women eye series sweep

They will be keen to improve their batting and fielding

INDIA IN SL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DAMBULLA

The series already in their
pocket, a confident India
will look to complete a whi-
tewash when it takes on host
Sri Lanka in the third and fi-
nal women’s T20 Interna-
tional here on Monday.

The Harmanpreet Kaur-
led outfit had thrashed the
home team by 34 runs in the
opening T20 and then fol-
lowed it up with a five-wicket
win in the second game to
take an unassailable 2-0 lead
in the series.

More importantly, the
wins will be a morale-boos-

ter for India ahead of the
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham starting next
month, where women’s T20
cricket is set to make its
debut.

India seems to have found
the winning momentum,
but won’t be entirely
pleased with its perfor-
mance in the series so far.

While the bowlers have
done a stellar job in the two
games, India’s batting has
left a lot to be desired.

Additionally, the Indians
have been sloppy on the
field. And the visitors would
be keen to correct these
shortcomings.

Teams (from): India: Harman-

Madhya Pradesh keeps its date with maiden Ranji Trophy glory

Shrivastava’s men quell heavyweight and multiple-time champion Mumbai's challenge to register a clinical six-wicket win

K.C. VIJAYA KUMAR
BENGALURU

The arena juxtaposed bet-
ween the leafy Cubbon Park
and the bustling MG Road
has seen varied slices of his-
tory. Vivian Richards made
his Test debut here, Sunil Ga-
vaskar bowed out of the lon-
gest format after playing on
this surface and, on Sunday,
the M. Chinnaswamy Stadi-
um bore witness to a fresh
champion in Indian domes-
tic cricket.

Madhya Pradesh kept its
date with the record books,
winning its maiden Ranji
Trophy title with a six-wicket
victory over Mumbai. Pursu-
ing 108 in the final, the cham-
pion got the winning runs
while losing four wickets in a
second innings that lasted
29.5 overs.

Nerves upfront

After Mumbai registered 269
in its second innings, Aditya
Shrivastava’s men had to
play the percentages. Howev-
er, like it happens with
meagre chases, there were
nerves upfront once Dhawal
Kulkarni rattled Yash Du-

Pandit comp

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Chandrakant Pandit had
some unfinished business at
the M. Chinnaswamy Stadi-
um. Back in the 1998-99 sea-
son, leading Madhya Pra-
desh, he watched his team
fritter away a winning
chance in the Ranji Trophy
final against host Karnataka.
Batter Vijay Bharadwaj used
his part-time off-spin to un-
settle Pandit’s men and it
was a defeat that rankled
him all along.

Cut to the present, as
coach of Madhya Pradesh,
he made amends as his
wards won their maiden
Ranji title, hoodwinking
Mumbai in the latest final
that concluded at the same
venue here on Sunday. Inter-
estingly Bharadwaj was pre-
sent at the ground while Pan-
dit charted a fresh path.

Only for a day

“I had lost the match back
then and I always felt that I
had to give something back
to the State. I am happy that
we won,” Pandit said in the
post-match press confe-
rence, while sitting next to
him, winning captain Aditya
Shrivastava quipped that he
wanted his coach to smile
more. “He is intense but I
want him to celebrate,” Shri-
vastava said and Pandit
chipped in: “But only for a
day!”
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A victory to cherish: Madhya Pradesh team members' joy knew no bounds after they asserted supremacy in the
nation's premier tournament. =K. MURALI KUMAR

bey’s timber. Mumbai skip-
per Prithvi Shaw swapped
his bowlers while Himanshu
Mantri and Man-of-the-
Match Shubham Sharma ad-
ded 52 for the second wicket
and a fruitful pursuit took
shape. Mantri perished in
trying to sweep Shams Mula-
ni, but another bout of

!

letes a pending job

nerves was quelled when
Sharma hoisted a six of the
same bowler.

Next man Parth Sahani
holed out in the deep and, at
66 for three, Rajat Patidar
walked in and even if he and
Sharma had to deal with a
run-out scare, the duo
clicked and Madhya Pradesh

We've done it! Madhya Pradesh skipper Shrivastava and
head coach Pandit savour the moment. =«. MURALI KUMAR

Pandit was quick to point
out the hard-work put in by
the players and the encour-
agement gleaned from the
Madhya Pradesh Cricket As-
sociation.

“Every season I see it as a
mission and that’s how I stay
motivated,” Pandit said
while Shrivastava stressed
that he was confident about
his team’s prospects right
from the beginning. “We all
made sacrifices, prioritising
the cricket calendar over our
personal lives,” he said, and
Pandit added: “He didn’t
even get time for his
honeymoon!”

While Pandit and Shrivas-
tava exuded delight and sa-
tisfaction prior to their ad-
dress to the media,
Mumbai’s coach Amol Mu-
zumdar congratulated the
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winning squad and added
that his young unit has the
right talent and should do
well in the future. “I am ex-
cited by the prospects within
the team,” Muzumdar said
and regretted the one off-day
his players had during the
Ranji final. “In our earlier
games we didn’t have to take
the second new-ball, we got
regular wickets but here dur-
ing the third day we couldn’t
and that affected us,” he said
besides lauding the charac-
ter revealed by Sarfaraz
Khan and the touch-bat-
smanship displayed by Rajat
Patidar. “I enjoyed his bat-
ting, I mean not enjoy as in
enjoy,” he said obviously be-
coming conscious of him be-
ing a rival coach and then
grinned and added: “He was
good to watch.”

had a sunny afternoon to ce-
lebrate. Patidar’s aesthetic
counter-punches to Mohit
Avasthi kept the fans happy
and even if Sharma got dis-
missed, soon it was time for
the ecstatic Madhya Pradesh
players to run into the turf
and celebrate while also lift-
ing their coach Chandrakant

Pandit upon their shoulders.

Earlier, resuming at the
overnight 113 for two, Mum-
bai went for quick runs while
the Madhya Pradesh bowlers
tried to restrict. Left-arm
spinner Kumar Kartikeya
bowled around leg-stump
with six fielders on the on-
side while seamer Gaurav Ya-

England in command

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LEEDS
Jack Leach took his maiden
10-wicket haul in Tests be-
fore Ollie Pope and Joe Root
set about leading England’s
charge to a series whitewash
of New Zealand at Headin-
gley on Sunday.

The host was 183 for two

New Zealand — 1st innings:
329.

England — 1st innings: 360.
New Zealand — 2nd innings:
Tom Latham c Bairstow b Over-
ton 76, Will Young c Pope b
Potts 8, Kane Williamson c
Bairstow b Potts 48, Devon
Conway c Pope b Root 11,
Henry Nicholls ¢ & b Leach 7,
Daryl Mitchell lbw b Potts 56,
Tom Blundell (not out) 88, Mi-
chael Bracewell ¢ Crawley b
Leach 9, Tim Southee b Leach
2, Neil Wagner c Billings b
Leach O, Trent Boult b Leach 4;
Extras (b-9, lb-2, nb-2, w-4):
17; Total (in 105.2 overs, at
tea): 326.

Fall of wickets: 1-28, 2-125, 3-

SCOREBOARD

at stumps on the fourth day
of the third and final Test,
needing just a further 113
runs to reach a target of 296
on Monday’s last day. Pope
was 81 not out and Root, on
his Yorkshire home ground,
55 not out, with the pair
having shared an unbroken
stand of 132.

152, 4-153, 5-161, 6-274, 7-291,
8-305, 9-305.

England bowling: Broad 24-7-
63-0, Leach 32.2-12-66-5,
Potts 25-5-66-3, Overton 14-
2-61-1, Stokes 4-0-30-0, Root
6-0-29-1

England — 2nd innings: Alex
Lees run out 9, Zak Crawley c
Williamson b Bracewell 25, Ol-
lie Pope (batting) 81, Joe Root
(batting) 55; Extras (b-5, lb-6,
nb-2): 13; Total (for two wkts.
in 39 overs): 183.

Fall of wickets: 1-17, 2-51.

New Zealand bowling: Boult
9-2-37-0, Southee 12-4-32-0,
Bracewell 11-0-70-1, Wagner 7-
1-33-0 (2nb).

Mayers ton puts WI on top

AGENCIES
GROS-ISLET (ST. LUCIA)
Kyle Mayers scored 146 to
propel West Indies to 408, a
first innings lead of 174 on
the third day of the second
and final Test on Sunday.
Bangladesh, in its second
innings, had made 32 for

three in its second innings
when rain interrupted in the
second session.

The scores: Bangladesh 234 &
32/3 (Kemar Roach 3/15) vs
West Indies 408 (Kraigg Brath-
waite 51, Kyle Mayers 146,
Khaled Ahmed 5/106, Mehidy
Hasan 3/91).

dav preferred a hover wide
outside off-stump.

Mumbai batters still hus-
tled as Suved Parkar swept
Kartikeya and when Armaan
Jaffer drove towards sweep-
er-cover, two fielders — Shri-
vastava and Sharma - collid-
ed and were in agony. That
the Mumbai batters conti-
nued running was in poor
taste. The fielders recovered
even if Sharma was in pain.

Erasing the deficit
Parkar then hoisted Yadav
for six but the latter had
some respite when he flum-
moxed Jaffer with a slower
delivery while the batter
moved far too across and got
castled. Sarfaraz  Khan
stepped in and when he took
a single off Yadav in the 32nd
over, Mumbai moved to 163
for three and erased the defi-
cit. As if to celebrate, Sarfa-
raz struck a four and six off
left-arm spinner Sahani.
Meanwhile Parkar got his
50 but succumbed when at-
tempting a cut off Kartikeya
as the ball homed into the
stumps. In the same over,
Yashasvi Jaiswal miscued a

lofted shot. Sarfaraz and new
man Mulani were trying to
settle when a run out scup-
pered their plans. Mulani left
and Sarfaraz followed suit,
picking the fielder on the
fence and became debutant
Sahani’s maiden wicket. The
wickets tumbled and Madhya
Pradesh was left with a
fourth innings chase which it
successfully executed.

The scores:

Mumbai — 1st innings: 374 in
127.4 overs.

Madhya Pradesh — 1st innings:
536in177.2 overs.

Mumbai — 2nd innings: Prithvi
Shaw c Yash Dubey b Yadav 44
(52b, 3x4, 2x6), Hardik Tamore
b Kartikeya 25 (32b, 2x4, 1x6),
Armaan Jaffer b Yadav 37 (40b,
3x4), Suved Parkar b Kartikeya
51 (58b, 3x4, 1x6), Sarfaraz
Khan ¢ Anubhav Agarwal b Sa-
hani 45 (48b, 2x4, 1x6) , Yashas-
vi Jaiswal ¢ Patidar b Kartikeya 1
(2b), Shams Mulani run out 17
(24b, 1x4), Tanush Kotian c Hi-
manshu Mantri b Kartikeya 11
(24b), Tushar Deshpande run
out 7 (25b), Mohit Avasthi lbw b
Sahani 15 (25b, 1x6), Dhawal
Kulkarni (not out) 2 (15b); Ex-
tras (b-4, [b-4, w-6): 14; Total
(in 57.3 overs): 269.

Fall of wickets: 1-63 (Tamore,

preet Kaur (Capt.), Smriti
Mandhana, Simran Bahadur,
Yastika Bhatia, Rajeshwari
Gayakwad, Richa Ghosh, Sabb-
hineni Meghana, Meghna
Singh, Poonam Yadav, Renuka
Singh, Jemimah Rodrigues,
Shafali Verma, Deepti Sharma,
Pooja Vastrakar and Radha
Yadav.

Sri  Lanka: Chamari Atha-
paththu (Capt.), Nilakshi de Sil-
va, Kavisha Dilhari, Vishmi Gun-
aratne, Ama Kanchana,
Hansima Karunaratne, Achini
Kulasuriya, Sugandika Kumari,
Harshitha Madavi, Hasini Pere-
ra, Udeshika Prabodhani, Osha-
di Ranasinghe, Inoka Ranawee-
ra, Sathya Sandeepani,
Anushka Sanjeewani, Malsha
Shehani and Tharika Sewwandi.

Match starts at 2 p.m.

10.3 overs), 2-83 (Shaw, 15.6),
3-139 (Jaffer, 25.6), 4-192 (Par-
kar, 34.1), 5-198 (Jaiswal, 34.5),
6-232 (Mulani, 41.5), 7-236
(Sarfaraz, 43.3), 8-250 (Kotian,
50.1), 9-252 (Deshpande, 52.1).

Madhya Pradesh bowling: Ku-
mar  Kartikeya 25-3-98-4,
Anubhav Agarwal 9-0-53-0,
Gaurav Yadav 10-0-53-2, Parth
Sahani 7.3-0-43-2, Saransh Jain
6-0-14-0.

Madhya Pradesh — 2nd innings:
Himanshu Mantri b Mulani 37
(55b, 3x4), Yash Dubey b Kul-
karni 1 (3b), Shubham Sharma c
Armaan Jaffer b Mulani 30 (75b,
1x4, 1x6), Parth Sahani c Tanush
Kotian b Mulani 5 (7b), Rajat Pa-
tidar (not out) 30 (37b, 4x4),
Aditya Shrivastava (not out) 1
(2xb); Extras (b-4): 4; Total (for
four wkts. in 29.5 overs): 108.

Fall of wickets: 1-2 (Dubey, 1.2),
2-54 (Mantri, 16.3), 3-66 (Saha-
ni, 18.6), 4-101(Sharma, 28.1).

Mumbai bowling: Shams Mula-
ni 13-0-41-3, Dhawal Kulkarni
3-0-7-1, Tushar Deshpande 3-1-
3-0, Tanush Kotian 8-0-29-0,
Mohit Avasthi 2-0-19-0, Sarfa-
raz Khan 0.5-0-5-0.

Man-of-the-Match: Shubham
Sharma.

Man-of-the-Series:  Sarfaraz

Khan.

- Djokovic and Nadal lead the title quest

Serena is targeting what could be her greatest triumph

Prep-time: Djokovic and Serena honing their skills ahead of The Championships

beginning on Monday. =arp

WIMBLEDON

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Novak Djokovic and Rafael
Nadal headline the title
chase at The Championships
where eight-time champion
Roger Federer, the world’s
top two players as well as va-
luable ranking points will all
be missing.

Djokovic is bidding for a
seventh title at the All En-
gland Club to move level
with Pete Sampras. Nadal,
fresh from a 14th French
Open victory and a record-
extending 22nd Major, is
halfway to the first men’s ca-
lendar Grand Slam in more
than half a century.

The decision to ban Rus-
sian and Belarusian players
in the aftermath of the inva-
sion of Ukraine means there
is no place for World No.1
Daniil Medvedev or eighth-

ranked Andrey Rublev.

Also missing is Germany’s
World No. 2 Alexander Zve-
rev, who suffered ligament
damage during his French

Open semifinal against
Nadal.
Djokovic and Nadal,

ranked three and four, are
therefore the top seeds
meaning if they are to face
each other for the 60th time,
it can only be in the final.

Djokovic gets play under-
way on Monday against
Kwon Soon-woo of South Ko-
rea, while

Nadal faces Argentina’s
Francesco Cerundolo in his
opening match on Tuesday.

Should Djokovic or Nadal
falter, then Italy’s Matteo
Berrettini, runner-up to Djo-
kovic in last year’s final,
would be the most likely be-
neficiary.

The World No.11 has won
back-to-back grasscourt tit-
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les at Stuttgart and Queen’s.

In the women’s section,
Serena Williams, ranked a
lowly 1,204 in the world and
without a competitive sin-
gles match in 12 months, will
sweep into Wimbledon tar-
geting what would be her
greatest triumph.

The seven-time champion
at the All England Club will
also be chasing down a re-
cord-equalling 24th Grand
Slam title.

The top-seeded, 21-year-
old Pole Iga Swiatek arrives
at the tournament with a se-
cond French Open title se-
cured and on a 35-match win
streak.

The women’s draw re-
mains open with defending
champion Ashleigh Barty
having retired earlier this
year. Four-time Major win-
ner Naomi Osaka, rarely a
serious threat on grass, has
withdrawn with injury.
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LIVE TELECAST

Sri Lanka Women vs India
Women: 3rd T20I, FanCode,

2p.m.

The Championships 2022:
SS Select 1 & 2 (SD & HD) &
Hotstar, 3.30 p.m. onwards
England vs New Zealand:
3rd Test, day 5, Sony Ten 2
(SD & HD) & Sony LIV, 3.30
p.m.

TNPL 2022: Star Sports 1
(SD & HD) & Voot Select, 7.30
p.m.

West Indies Vs
Bangladesh: 2nd Test, day
4, FanCode, 7.30 p.m.
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Bagnaia wins
Dutch MotoGP

ASSEN (NETHERLANDS)

Italy's Francesco Bagnaia won
the Dutch MotoGP on Sunday
after championship leader
Fabio Quartararo crashed out
of an incident-packed race.
Frenchman Quartararo fell
twice and in the second
incident flipped over his
handlebars although he
walked away afterwards,
shaking his fists in anger. arp
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Tsitsipas wins Mallorca
Championships

PALMA (SPAIN)

Stefanos Tsitsipas won the
Mallorca Championships,
defeating Roberto Bautista
Agut 6-4, 3-6, 7-6(2) as they
prepared to play on the grass
courts of Wimbledon. It was
Tsitsipas' first grass-court
title. . ap

McLaughlin sets 400m
hurdles world record
EUGENE

Sydney McLaughlin punched
her ticket to the athletics
World Championships with a
world record 51.41s victory in
the 400m hurdles at the US
trials here on Saturday.
McLaughlin shaved .05s off
the record she set in winning
Tokyo Olympics gold last
August. arp

Bale to move to MLS
with Los Angeles FC

LOS ANGELES

Wales captain Gareth Bale on
Saturday confirmed his move
to Major League Soccer's Los
Angeles FC following his

departure from Real Madrid.
AFP

Joell Nichole pips
Shefali Arora

GURUGRAM

Joell Nichole beat Shefali
Arora 7-6(5), 6-7(3), 10-7 in
the first qualifying round of
the $25,000 ITF women's
tennis tournament at the
Tennis Project, Baliawas, on
Sunday.

The results: Qualifying
singles (first round): Apurva
Vemuri bt Ananya Yadav 6-2,
6-4; Sahira Singh bt Sudipta
Kumar 6-4, 6-2; Mansi
Vadyala (US) bt Anusha
Kondaveeti 7-5, 6-1; Ishwari
Matere bt Yashika Venu 6-0,
6-2; Farhat Aleen Qamar bt
Paavanii Paathak 6-2, 7-5;
Vanshita Pathania bt
Chandana Potugari 6-4, 4-6,
[10-71; Bela Tamhankar bt
Abhaya Vemuri 7-6(4), 6-1;
Anjali Rathi bt Mirudhula
Palanivel 6-4, 6-4; Elena
Pridankina (Rus) bt Hitakamya
Singh Narwal 6-4, 6-0; Joell
Nichole bt Shefali Arora
7-6(5), 6-7(3), [10-71; Sachi
Sharma bt Tanushri Pandey
7-5, 6-2; Prathiba Narayan bt
Suhani Gaur 6-3, 6-2; Shreya
Tatavarthy bt Vanshika
Choudhary 6-4, 7-5; Siri Patil
bt Ritu Rai 6-3, 6-3; Suhitha
Maruri bt SrinidhiSridhar 6-1,
6-0; Shria Atturu (US) bt
Kavya Khirwar 6-3, 7-6(5);
Nidhi Chilumula bt Laalitya
Kalluri 6-2, 6-1; Sanjana
Sirimalla bt Ritu Ohlyan 6-1,
6-2; Ayushi Singh bt Kriti
Tomar 6-2, 6-3; Avishka
Gupta bt Radhika Yadav 7-5,
7-6(1); Jagmeet Kaur Grewal
bt Kundali Majgaine 6-4, 6-4;
Himaanshika Singh bt Mehar
Kohli 6-0, 6-2; Arthi Muniyan
bt Riya Uboveja 6-4, 6-3;
Ikumi Yamazaki (Jpn) bt
Priyanshi Bhandari 6-1, 6-0.
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Swede’s Worlds gold collection touches 10, while the Canadian lands her fourth medal

SWIMMING

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BUDAPEST

Sarah Sjostrom, who has
been winning world titles for
13 years, and Summer McIn-
tosh, who has been winning
them for four days, both col-
lected their second gold me-
dals of the week here on
Saturday.

Sjostrom, a 28-year-old
Swede who won the 50m
butterfly less than 24 hours
earlier, added the 50m frees-
tyle, her 10th world gold.

McIntosh, a Canadian 15-
year-old, held off 16-year-old
American Katie Grimes to
win the women’s 400m me-
dley title. McIntosh, who
won the 200m butterfly gold
on Wednesday, claimed her
fourth medal in Budapest in
4:32.04s.

Grimes was 0.63s back,
while another American,
Emma Weyant, was a distant
third ahead of Hungarian 33-
year-old Katinka Hosszu, the
defending champion.

Sjostrom  finished her
sprint in 23.98s, 0.20s ahead
of Pole Katarzyna Wasick,
with Australian Meg Harris
and American Erika Brown
tied for bronze.

Sjostrom narrowly missed
another medal when she an-
chored Sweden to fourth in
the women’s 100m medley
relay that closed the cham-
pionships. The United States
won, anchored by 17-year-old
Claire Curzan. Australia was
second and Canada, with
Penny Olesiak holding off
Sjostrom, third.

Won, lost and won again
The men’s 50m backstroke
gold medal was presented
twice, with the US anthem

Golden girls: Summer McIntosh winning the 400m medley and Sarah Sjostrom with her latest gold. =RreuTers & GETTY IMAGES
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played twice.

In the first race of the
evening, Justin Ress was dis-
qualified after a video review
for finishing entirely under
water as he touched the wall
first.

His training buddy Hunter
Armstrong was awarded
gold, winning in 24.14s.

Ksawery Masiuk, a 17-year-
old Pole, initially took silver,
0.35s back, with Italian Tho-
mas Ceccon, who set a 100m
backstroke world record on
Monday, taking the bronze

Upbeat Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
working to go to the next level

Targets reaching Grand Slams by Wimbledon next year

TENNIS

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan is
understandably upbeat after
winning back to back Chal-
lenger titles on European
clay last fortnight with Sri-
ram Balaji. Yet, he has set a
realistic target of getting
back to the Grand Slams by
Wimbledon next year.

In the capital, on a stop
over before flying to Colom-
bia for two more Challen-
gers, Jeevan put things in
perspective.

“We didn’t have any ex-
pectations. We are putting in
the work. Water your plant,
and see what happens,” said
Jeevan, quite clear about not
being anxious for good
results.

Television commentary
The preparation for the
Challenger titles was two
weeks of television com-
mentary from the studio in
Mumbai for the Roland Gar-
ros, especially in Tamil.

“It was not a vacation. I
had good training during
those 14 days, with Navdeep
(Singh), Vishnu (Vardhan). I
had done a public speaking
course in college and also
one on the ATP, so I enjoyed
the commentary. Somdev
(Devvarman) was on a diffe-
rent level. He is so well pre-
pared and very profession-
al,” said Jeevan.

He is delighted with the
bonding with Balaji, and re-
called the pleasant expe-

Dynamic combo: Jeevan says he and doubles partner Balaji
have mutual respect. =spECIAL ARRANGEMENT

rience of having Indian din-
ner every day for a week in
France, on way to the se-
cond Challenger title, as the
hotel was owned by an
Indian.

“Trust is very crucial in
doubles. Balaji and I have
mutual respect. We are not
in any hurry to get back to
the highest level. We want to
do the work. We know that
we can go deep, as and when
we get to the Grand Slams.

“With some of the players
enjoying 50% of the points
earned in 2019 till the end of
this year, the real ranking
will take some more time to
emerge.

“We may not get to play
the Australian Open or the
French. Wimbledon could
be a good chance,” said Jee-

Dhanalakshmi excels

Annu Rani, Ancy Sojan also win gold

ATHLETICS

SPORTS BUREAU

S. Dhanalakshmi  sur-
prised host Kazakhstan’s
former Asian Games cham-
pion Olga Safronova as she
won the women’s 200m
gold in a personal best
22.89s at the Qosanov inter-
national athletics meet, a
World Athletics Continental
Tour event, in Almaty, Ka-
zakhstan on Sunday.

It was the third fastest
time ever by an Indian, be-
hind Saraswati Saha’s Na-
tional record (22.82s) and
Hima Das’ 22.88.

Meanwhile, Asian silver
medallist Annu Rani took
the women’s javelin throw
gold with a good 62.29m ef-
fort.

Long jumper Ancy Sojan
maintained her consistent
run and pocketed the event
with a 6.44m. Her last three
jumps were all above
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6.40m. With Asian record
holder Tajinderpal Singh
Toor pulling out, Karanveer
Singh won the men’s shot
put.

K.M. Chanda came up
with a nice piece of front-
running to take the wo-
men’s 800m while Krishan
Kumar took the men’s two-
lapper.

In men’s triple jump, Eld-
hose Paul and U. Karthik
won silver and bronze
medals.

The results (Indians only):
Men: 800m: 1. Krishan Kumar
(1:49.80s); Triple jump: 2. Eld-
hose Paul (16.55m), 3. U. Kar-
thik (16.15); Shot put: 1. Karan-
veer Singh (19.47m).

Women: 200m: 1. S. Dhana-
lakshmi (22.89s), 3. Dutee
Chand (23.60); 800m: 1. K.M.
Chanda (2:03.46s); Long jump:
1. Ancy Sojan (6.44m); Javelin
throw: 1. Annu Rani (62.29m),
2. Shilpa Rani (56.16), 3. Sanja-
na Choudhary (55.12), 6. Shar-
mila Kumari (47.19); Hammer
throw: 1. Sarita Singh (62.48s).

van, who has competed in
all the four Grand Slams,
and three years in a row in
Wimbledon.

He was grateful for the pil-
lars of strength in his career
-- mother Kalyani and sister
Swapna, who watch his
matches on-line, stay in
touch with him and boost
his morale.

Jeevan did win the ATP
Tour doubles title with Ro-
han Bopanna, and looks for-
ward to the ATP Tour after
the Challengers in July in
Spain.

If they sustain the good
work, Jeevan and Balaji
would soon find themselves
in the top-100 of world rank-
ing, and plot their way into
the higher echelons of the
game.

Mojito wins Colts Championship

BENGALURU: M.K. Jadhav-trained
Mojito (N.S. Parmar up) won the
Colts Championship Stakes, the
chief event of the races held here
on Sunday (June 26). The winner
is owned by M/s. SKJ Thorough-
rep by Mr.

breds Pvt. Ltd.
Prashant Nagar.

Parmar, who rode confidently,
kept the gelding second or third
last till the bend before manoeuv-
ring his mount from outside in
the home stretch. Mojito respon-
ded well to the reminders and
started galloping with giant
strides to overtake the leader Su-
pernatural near the 200m and

win comfortably.

1. HASSAN PLATE (1,200m), rated
00 to 25, 4-y-0 & over: HABANERO
(Kritish B) 1, Classic Charm (G.
Vivek) 2, Activated (P. Surya) 3
and Max Mueller (Ashhad A) 4.
Not run: Messala. 1-1/2, 2-1/4 and
Nose. 1m, 14.89s. 343 (w), 12, 10
and 17 (p), SHP: 43, THP: 34, FP:
100, Q: 23, Trinella: 341 and 285,
Exacta: 1,063 and 404. Favourite:
Mrs.
Trainer: S.

Classic Charm. Owner:
Prabha Dominic.
Dominic.

2. ASTRONOMIC PLATE (1,100m),
rated 20 to 45: ANNE BOLEYN (Ak-
shay K) 1, Ultimate Striker (G.
Vivek) 2, Mount View (Sandesh) 3
and Osiris (Arvind K) 4. Lnk, 3-1/2
and Shd. 1m, 07.37s. 334 (w), 15,
27 and 13 (p), SHP: 109, THP: 75,
FP: 705, Q: 394, Trinella: 947 and
211, Exacta: 15,087. Favourite:
Mount View. Owners: Mr. Aditya
P. Thackersey & Mrs. Prabha

Dominic. Trainer: S. Dominic.
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on loan.

Armstrong wiped a tear as
he stepped off the podium af-
ter accepting the gold in the
evening’s first medal cere-
mony.

Disappointed
“I'm very disappointed my
teammate was disqualified
and hopefully Team USA’s
protest will be successful,”
he said.

He got his wish, when a ju-
ry upheld the appeal after
the swimming finished. Ress

Mirabai
striving hard
to get better

WEIGHTLIFTING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATIALA

It won’t be surprising if di-
minutive Mirabai Chanu,
stands atop the podium,
flashing her radiant smile,
after winning a gold medal
at the Commonwealth
Games on July 30.

After all, she will enter
Birmingham, as title favou-
rite. Chanu’s personal best
is 207kg  (88kg+119kg)
which is far better than the
best effort of Nigeria’s Stel-
la Kingsley, who will be her
nearest rival and has man-
aged only 168kg (72kg +
96kg) till date.

“CWG will be easy for
me. I will be fighting with
myself,” Chanu, who alrea-
dy has a silver (2014) and a
gold (2018) at CWG, asserts
politely.

“There is not much com-
petition in CWG, but that
doesn’t man there is no
competition. I have to give
my best performance
keeping in mind the future
tournaments,” she said
during a candid chat at Ne-
taji Subhas National Insti-
tute of Sports (NIS).

Since there won’t be
competition, Chanu has
bigger targets in mind.

She is eager to rewrite
her own clean and jerk
world record of 119kg.

“I am thinking of at-
tempting 120kg in the
CWG.” The former world
champion also wants to
breach the much-anticipat-
ed 90kg mark in the snatch
section.

Rewarding excellence: Turf Authorities of India and BTC

came out alone to stand on
the top step of the podium
and receive his medal in the
last medal ceremony of the
championships.

Still good for gold
Lithuanian Ruta Meilutyte
won her first world gold
since 2013 when she edged
Italian 17-year-old Benedetta
Pilato by 0.10s in the wo-
men’s 50m breaststroke fi-
nal. South African Lara van
Niekerk was third.

Ruta Meilutyte had not

when a major championship
medal of any colour since
2015.

The results: Men: 50m back-
stroke: 1. Justin Ress (USA)
24.12s; 2. Hunter Armstrong
(USA) 24.14s; 3. Ksawery Masi-
uk (Pol) 24.49s.

1500m freestyle: 1. Grigorio
Paltrinieri (Ita) 14:32.80s (MR);
2. Bobby Finke (USA) 14:36.70s;

3. Florian Wellbrock (Ger)
14:36.94s.
4x100m medley: 1. Italy

3:27.51s; 2. USA 3:27.79s; 3.
Great Britain 3:31.31s.
Women: 50m breaststroke: 1.

Karman claims crown

Bests Costoulas in a three-hour thriller

ITF WOMEN

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
GURUGRAM

Karman Kaur Thandi put up
a majestic game in her 6-4,
2-6, 6-1 victory over world
No. 3 junior Sofia Costoulas
of Belgium in the final of the
$25,000 ITF women’s tennis
at the Tennis Project in Ba-
liawas on Sunday.

More than her ability to
play the big game, serving
solid and hammering win-
ners, the 24-year-old Kar-
man won everyone’s heart
with her fighting spirit,
while capturing her second
title at this level.

After a good start, she re-
covered from being down
2-4 in the first set, to seal it
at 6-4. In the second, the 17-
year-old Belgian showed
what she was capable of,
with her athleticism and in-
telligent game.

Showing resolve

In the three-hour battle, the
key was the dash to the fin-
ish and Karman got it per-
fect. After taking a shower
that gave her a cool mind, as
the ITF heat rule allowed a
10-minute break before the
decider, Karman had the re-
solve to take charge.

The wiry Karman broke
Sofia’s serve in the fourth
game for a 3-11ead and tight-
ened her grip after that,
closing out the match with-
out any further drama.

“I am very happy. It is a
new beginning for me. I had
no expectations coming into
this tournament. I just want-
ed to get on court and play
my game I did have the nig-

chairman K. Uday Eswaran, left, giving away the Colts
Championship Stakes trophy to Mojito's trainer M.K. Jadhav
as jockey N.S. Parmar looks on. =K. MURALI KUMAR

3. KARNATAKA SUB-AREA TROPHY
(1,600m), maiden 3-y-o only,
(Terms): MIRRA (Akshay K) 1,
Prague (Trevor) 2, Roudy (P.S.
Chouhan) 3 and Sadler’s Legacy
(Yash) 4. 4, 3-1/4 and 1/2. 1m,
37.54s. X108 (W), 26, 16 and 17 (p),
SHP: 33, THP: 47, FP: 646, Q: 244,
Trinella: 2,266 and 971, Exacta:
6,589 and 2,824. Favourite:

Prague. Owner: Ms. Ameeta
Mehra. Trainer: Arjun
Mangalorkar.

4. COLTS CHAMPIONSHIP STAKES
(1,600M), 3-Y-O COLTS & GELD-
INGS (TERMS): MOJITO (SPEAKING

OF WHICH-MARGARITA RITA) N.S.
PARMAR 1, ONCE YOU GO BLACK
(Win Legend-Aksinya) Suraj 2, AR-
THUR (Kingda Ka-Godspeed) A.
Imran 3 and LEONARDO (Speak-
ing Of Which-La Dona) Akshay K
4. 1-1/2, 1/2 and Lnk. 1m, 37.35s.
412 (W), 53, 13 and 36 (p), SHP:
36, THP: 73, FP: 1,819, Q: 382,
Trinella: 19,146 and 12,308, Ex-
acta: 1,19,737 (carried over). Fa-
vourite: Once You Go Black.
Owner: M/s. SKJ Thoroughbreds
Pvt. Ltd. rep by. Mr. Prashant
Nagar. Trainer: M.K. Jadhav.

5. JUNE PLATE (1,200m), rated 40

Stakes

Karman with her reward.
= KAMESH SRINIVASAN

gles and pain, but am happy
to have pulled through,”
said Karman, quick to thank
her physio Diksha and long-
time coach Aditya
Sachdeva.

“Whatever chances I got,
I converted. Taking the lead
was important in that third
set,” Karman said.

Having endured a roller
coaster ride for the last two
years, Karman was in tears
on clinching the match
point. She was quite emo-
tional as she hugged her
father Chetanjit Singh for
long, as he had done eve-
rything possible to keep her
on the professional circuit
around the world.

“Karman showed excel-
lent skill and tenacity. I am
sure she will build on this
success,” said coach
Sachdeva.

For the moment, the
497th ranked Karman, who
gained 50 WTA points, will
have another tournament at
the same venue next week,
to try and climb the ranking
ladder.

The results: Singles (final):
Karman Kaur Thandi bt Sofia
Costoulas (Bel) 6-4, 2-6, 6-1.

to 65, 4-y-0 & over: ASCOVAL (Tre-
vor) 1, Aztec Queen (Arvind K) 2,
Colonel Harty (Angad) 3 and Ana-
kin (Abhay S) 4. 3-3/4, Lnk and 1-
1/4. Im, 12.74s. %13 (w), 13, 17 and
13 (p), SHP: 44, THP: 45, FP: 64,
Q: 54, Trinella: 147 and 44, Ex-
acta: 1,882 and 1,179. Favourite:
Ascoval. Owners: Mr. Rajan Ag-
garwal, Mr. Gautam Aggarwal &
Mrs. Geeta Aggarwal. Trainer:
Pradeep Annaiah.

6. PARSIANA PLATE (1,800m),
rated 20 to 45, 4-y-0 & over:
SOUTHERN DYNASTY (C.S. Jodha)
1, Only You (Sandesh) 2,
Shubankar (Akshay K) 3 and
Rhapsody In Green (T.S. Jodha) 4.
2, 1and 2-3/4. 1m, 53.12s. 331 (W),
17 and 14 (p), SHP: 29, THP: 30,
FP: 74, Q: 34, Trinella: 239 and
124, Exacta: 503 and 130. Favour-
ite: Only You. Owner: Mr. M.A.M.
Ramaswamy Chettiar Of Chetti-
nad Charitable Trust. Trainer: S.
Ganapathy.

7. MAURITIUS PEARL PLATE
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45: FORSETI
(Trevor) 1, Del Mar (Ashhad A) 2,
Striking Memory (S. Saqlain) 3
and Sea Blush (P. Surya) 4. 5, 2-1/2
and 2-1/4. 1m, 12.46s. 17 (w), 11, 11
and 36 (p), SHP: 30, THP: 66, FP:
38, Q: 23, Trinella: 276 and 229,
Exacta: 5,732 and 3,024. Favour-
ite: Forseti. Owner: Mr. Rajan Ag-
garwal. Trainer: Prasanna Kumar.

Jackpot: 325,398 (four tkts.).
Runner-up: 6,220 (seven tkts.).
Treble (i); 6,413 (two tkts.); (ii): 93

(182 tkts.).

Veteran Sjostrom, teenager McIntosh complete doubles

Ruta Meilutyte (Ltu) 29.70s; 2.
Benedetta Pilato (Ita) 29.80s;
3. Lara van Niekerk (RSA)
29.90s.

50m freestyle: 1. Sarah Sjos-
trom (Swe) 23.98s; 2. Katarzyna
Wasick (Pol) 24.18s; 3. Meg Har-
ris (Aus) & Erika Brown (USA)
24.38s.

400m medley: 1. Summer
Mcintosh (Can) 4:32.04s; 3. Ka-
tie Grimes (USA) 4:32.67s; 3.
Emma Wyant (USA) 4:36.00s.

4x100m medley: 1. USA
3:53.78s; 2. Australia 3:54.25s;
3. Canada 3:55.01s.

Mihir, Aneesh
continue
golden run

SPORTS BUREAU

ihir  Ambre and

Aneesh  Sunilkumar
Gowda continued their
good run in the Singapore
National swimming cham-
pionships in Singapore on
Sunday. Mihir emerged the
fastest swimmer of the
championship,  winning
the 50m freestyle gold,
while Aneesh took the
1,500m freestyle title.
The results (Indian medal-
lists only): Men: 50m frees-
tyle: 1. Mihir Ambre (23.265);
1500m freestyle: 1. Aneesh

Sunilkumar Gowda
(16:01.72s).

200m individual medley: 3.
Siva Sridhar (2:06.69s);

4x100m medley relay: 2.
Dolphin Aquatics (3:51.73s).

Recurve
women
win silver

ARCHERY

SPORTS BUREAU

he Indian women’s re-

curve team lost to Chi-
nese Taipei 5-1 (56-53, 56-
56, 56-53) in the final to
take the silver medal at the
archery World Cup Stage-3
in Paris on Sunday.

The 13th-ranked Indian
trio of Ankita Bhakat, Dee-
pika Kumari and Simran-
jeet Kaur was beaten by the
third-ranked Chinese Tai-
pei team of Chien-Ying Lei,
Chia-Mao Peng and Tzu
Ying Kuo.

Chinese Taipei and In-
dia, with a different combi-
nation, bagged a bronze
apiece in the first and se-
cond legs.

India returns with three
medals, including two in
compound, from the third
leg.

Anirudh-Vijay
pair triumphs

he top-seeded pair of

Anirudh Chandrasekar
and Vijay Sundar Prash-
anth beat second seeded
Germans Constantin Frant-
zen and Tim Sandkaulen 7-
6(5), 6-4 in the final of the
$25,000 ITF men’s tennis
tournament in Arlon, Bel-
gium.
Other results: $25,000 ITF
men, Arlon, Belgium: Dou-
bles: Semifinals: Anirudh &
Vijay bt Kai Wehnelt & Patrick
Zahraj (Ger) 6-3, 6-2.
$25,000 ITF women, Pro-
kuplje, Serbia: Doubles (fi-
nal): Zhibek Kulambayeva
(Kaz) & Prarthana Thombare
w.0. Leyre Romero Gormaz
(Esp) & Tara Wurth (Cro).
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