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Four States asked to
raise COVID vigilance
NEW DELHI

In view of the rising number
of COVID-19 cases in the
country, the Centre on
Thursday asked Maharashtra,
Kerala, Delhi and Karnataka
to employ the five-fold
strategy of test, track, treat,
vaccinate and follow
COVID-appropriate
behaviour.

NEWS » PAGE 13

Orientation Lecture: 10 June (5PM)

Foundation Course: 15 June
Test Series (Online/Offline): 26 June

9999663160 / adityadse@gmail.com

www.sociologybyadityamongra.com
26 / 3, Near Hotel, ORN, Delhi

Presidential polls scheduled for July 18

Notlﬁcatlon on
June 15; counting
of votes on July 21

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI
The Election Commission on
Thursday announced that
the Presidential election
would be held on July 18 and
counting of votes, if re-
quired, would be held on Ju-
ly 21. President Ram Nath Ko-
vind’s term ends on July 24.
Announcing the schedule,
Chief Election Commission-
er Rajiv Kumar said the noti-
fication would be issued on
June 15 and the last date for
nominations would be June
29. The date for scrutiny of
candidature would be June
30 and the last date for with-
drawal of candidature would
be July 2.

Rajiv Kumar
Chief Election Commissoner
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Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar, right, during a news
conference in New Delhi on Thursday. =sHiv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

The electoral college for
the poll will comprise 4,809
members — 233 Rajya Sabha
and 543 Lok Sabha members
and 4,033 MLAs of the As-
semblies of the States and
the Union Territories of Del-
hi and Puducherry. The total

Malik, Deshmukh denied
bail to vote in RS elections

NCP unhappy with court’s decision; duo moves HC for relief

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

A special court on Thursday
rejected the pleas of Maha-
rashtra Minister Nawab Ma-
lik and former Home Minis-
ter Anil Deshmukh seeking a
day’s bail to vote in the Rajya
Sabha polls on Friday.

Mr. Malik and Mr. Desh-
mukh, who are currently in
jail in connection with diffe-
rent money laundering cas-
es being probed by the En-
forcement Directorate (ED),
have moved the Bombay
High Court for relief.

The duo had filed applica-

tions seeking temporary bail
last week. The ED had op-
posed their pleas saying that
prisoners do not have voting
rights under the Representa-
tion of the People Act.

In the Rajya Sabha polls to
six seats from Maharashtra,
their two votes are crucial
for the Maha Vikas Aghadi —
comprising the Shiv Sena,
the Nationalist Congress Par-
ty (NCP) and the Congress —
as the alliance seeks to en-
sure that the Sena’s Sanjay
Pawar wins the battle for the
sixth seat against the BJP’s
Dhananjay Mahadik.

Rhino reintroduction
a hit in Assam reserve

Manas National
Park rhinos need
translocation
support, reveals
latest census

RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI

The one-horned rhinos of
western Assam’s Manas Na-
tional Park, bordering Bhu-
tan, are expected to have
high life expectancy and sig-
nificant growth in popula-
tion, the 14" Assam rhino es-
timation census has
revealed.

But on the flip side, the
500-sq.-km park does not
have “a wider representa-
tion of calves and sub-
adults” to sustain the popu-
lation structure unless it is
supplemented through con-
servation translocations.

Manas, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and a tiger re-
serve, had about 100 resi-
dent rhinos prior to 1990,
but a prolonged ethno-polit-
ical conflict thereafter took
a heavy toll with extremist
groups known to have trad-
ed the horns of the herbi-
vores for weapons.

A rhino reintroduction
programme under the In-
dian Rhino Vision 2020 was
started in 2006. This en-
tailed the translocation of
rhinos from Kaziranga Na-
tional Park and Pobitora
Wildlife Sanctuary besides
orphans hand-reared at the
Centre for Wildlife Rehabili-
tation and Conservation at
Kaziranga. The current rhi-
no population in the park

cM
K

was estimated at 40 after
the census on April 1 and 2.

A detailed census report
by Vaibhav C. Mathur, the

The NCP has expressed
disappointment at the spe-
cial court’s decision to deny
its two jailed MLAs their
right to vote. “Both of them
are accused in different cas-
es and have not been proven
guilty as of now. Our de-
mand was that they should
be given the right to vote and
no offence has been proven.
But the court did not accept
our demand and they have
been deprived of their right
to vote,” said NCP State pre-
sident Jayant Patil.

SEE ALSO » PAGE 12

value of votes will be
10,86,431 (5,43,200 for MPs
or 700 votes each and
5,43,231 for MLAs based on
the 1971 Census population
figures).

This Presidential election
will be the first to be held

Test of unity
for Opposition

With the date set for the
Presidential polls, Congress
President Sonia Gandhi has
deputed Leader of
Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge to reach out to the
Opposition parties. Sources
said that after informal
talks with all parties, a joint
meeting will be scheduled
in Delhi. » PAGE 12

since the State of Jammu and
Kashmir was bifurcated into
the Union Territories of J&K
and Ladakh in 2019. The
MLAs of J&K are no longer
part of the electoral college.
During the previous Presi-
dential poll in 2017, the 87

Hyderabad rape: police
get custody of 5 minors

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD
The Hyderabad police on
Thursday got five-day custo-
dy of five minor boys alleg-
edly involved in the gang-
rape of a 17-year-old girl at
Jubilee Hills here on May 28
for questioning. The Juve-
nile Justice Board, while giv-
ing permission for custody,
directed the police to ques-
tion the minors in the juve-
nile home itself at Saidabad
where they were lodged af-
ter arrest. The police in
plainclothes will record
their statements in the pre-
sence of lawyers.

Initially the custody was
sought on Tuesday while
the parents of the boys

moved bail petitions on
Wednesday. A petition on
test identification parade to
let the victim identify the
culprits was filed by the pol-
ice on Thursday.

Through another petition
on Friday, the police will
seek the permission of the
board to conduct potency
test on the five minors and
Saduddin Malik to streng-
then their case of rape in the
chargesheet.

A senior officer said the
police would appeal to the
board to treat the minors as
majors to facilitate strict en-
forcement of provisions of
the Indian Penal Code.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 11

Mohanlal to face trial in ivory case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Actor Mohanlal will have to
face trial in the wildlife
crime case booked against
him for the illegal posses-
sion of two pairs of ivory as

a trial court on Thursday
dismissed the State govern-
ment’s plea to withdraw the
prosecution  proceedings
against him.

The reasons behind the
Judicial First Class Magis-

trate Court 3, Perumbavoor,
rejecting the government’s
plea will be known only
when the order is uploaded
by the court online.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 11

MLAs of the State of J&K had
72 votes each, taking the to-
tal value of their votes to
6,264 out of the total of
10,98,903 votes.

Mr. Kumar said each can-
didate would require 50
members of the electoral col-
lege to propose their name
and another 50 to second it.
The polling would be carried
out in the Parliament House
for MPs and at the respective
State Assemblies for MLAs,
with the Rajya Sabha Secre-
tary General declared as the
Returning Officer.

The electors would cast
their ballots using the pen
provided by the EC as has
been the norm, he said. Pro-
tocols regarding COVID-19
safety would be followed, he
added.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 1

- ‘Monitoring
-~ situation at
Pak. mission’

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

India is “monitoring” the
security situation for its
High Commission in Isla-
mabad in the wake of the
controversy over com-
ments on Prophet Mu-
hammed, sources said, as
groups in Pakistan called
for protest in several cities
to take place on Friday. Ac-
cording to the MEA, New
Delhi has called upon the
Pakistani government to
ensure the safety of minor-
ities, sending a formal prot-
est about the attack on a
Hindu temple in Karachi.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 11

Narsinghanand, Owaisi
- booked by Delhi Police

Mamata appeals for calm in Bengal

Protest path: AIMIM activists protesting in New Delhi on
Thursday against the remarks made on the Prophet. =arp

ARNABJIT SUR
SHIV SAHAY SINGH

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA

A day after they booked sus-
pended BJP leader Nupur
Sharma for “spreading
hate”, the Delhi Police con-
firmed that a total of 31 per-
sons were named in First In-
formation Reports (FIRs) for
hurting religious sentiments
and spreading misinforma-
tion online. They included
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief
Asaduddin Owaisi and Das-
na Devi temple priest Yati
Narsinghanand.

Two FIRs have been
lodged in the case so far.
The first FIR was based on
tweets and statements post-
ed by expelled Delhi BJP me-
dia unit head Naveen Jindal

against  Prophet  Mu-
hammed and Islam.
The other FIR names Ms.

Sharma and several others,
including journalist Saba
Naqvi, Maulana Mufti Na-
deem from Rajasthan, the
Peace Party chief spokes-
person Shadab Chauhan

and Hindu Mahasabha
member Pooja Shakun
Pandey.

Meanwhile, West Bengal

Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee on Thursday urged
the people of the State to
maintain calm after demon-
strations were held and
roads were blocked by prot-
esters over the objectiona-
ble comments by Mr. Jindal
and Ms. Sharma. The Chief
Minister demanded the ar-
rest of Ms. Sharma.

“Had it happened in Ben-
gal, I would have arrested
her [Ms. Sharmal],” Ms. Ba-
nerjee said.

‘Police lack courage’
Reacting sharply to the FIR
against him, Mr. Owaisi, in a
series of tweets, said the
Delhi Police were “suffering
from ‘both sideism’ or ‘ba-
lance-waad‘ syndromes”.

Mr. Owaisi said, “It ap-
pears that the Delhi Police
lack the courage to pursue
cases against Yati, Nupur
Sharma & Naveen Jindal etc.
This is why the delayed &
weak response... Delhi Pol-
ice were probably trying to
think of a way of registering
an FIR against these people
without offending Hindut-
vadi fanboys/girls.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 11

field director of Manas, said
the park’s rhinos have a
male-female sex ratio of 1:1,
arrived at without consider-
ing 10 calves and five sub-
adults. But such a popula-
tion may suffer losses if not
supplemented through tran-
slocations, the report
warned. “A suitable strategy
to bring in more rhinos from
other rhino-bearing areas is
required so as to have a wid-
er representation of calves
and sub-adults over time,”
the census report said.

Speed limit

Meanwhile, the Kaziranga
National Park authorities
have restricted the speed of
vehicles on the highway ad-
joining the park to 40 km
per hour. This is an annual
step taken to prevent vehi-
cles from hitting animals
that move out of the park
during floods.

Officials said six sensor-
based cameras have been
installed at nine designated
animal corridors of the park
to measure the speed of veh-
icles and impose fines on
those who violate the order.

The cameras are
equipped with automatic
number plate recognising
system with radar for deter-
mining speed, a divisional
forest officer said.

As per the orders of the
National Green Tribunal,
owners of vehicles that do
not adhere to the speed li-
mit will be penalised.
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Weeks after merger, MCD
awaits a unified budget

Budget estimates of erstwhile civic bodies still in place: official

Timings
DELHI
FRIDAY, JUN. 10
RISE  05:23 SET 19:19
RISE 14:53 SET 02:05
SATURDAY, JUN. 11

RISE 05:23 SET 19:19
RISE 15:57 SET 02:38
SUNDAY, JUN. 12
RISE 05:23 SET 19:20 SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
RISE 17:05 SET 03:16 NEW DELHI

Unimpressed with the state-
ment made by two students
that they will surrender their

Delhi Weather max  min X .

Delhi City 44 28 seats if they do not make it to
Safdarjang 44 28 the list of top 10 rank hol-
Palam 44 31 ders in the upcoming NEET

(undergraduate) 2022 exam-
ination, the Delhi High Court
has asked the duo to tone
down their  “frivolous
theatrics”.

Justice Sanjeev Narula
made the remarks while re-
jecting the duo’s plea against
the National Testing Agency
(NTA), which conducts
NEET exams, to rule out any
possibility of tampering with
the Optical Mark Recogni-
tion (OMR) answer sheets.

Advocate Ravi Kumar, re-

Delhi Palam Today

43°C Heat wave conditions to
prevail. Day will be very hot
and uneasy with strong dust
raising winds. Night will be
warm.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
43°C A dry weather to prevail.
Heat wave to continue. Day
will be very hot and uneasy
with dust raising winds. Night
will be warm.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

HC dismisses NEET aspirants
statement as frivolous theatrics’

Duo had said they would surrender seats if not in top 10 list

presenting them argued that
the two students were
wrongly shown to have se-
cured extremely low marks
in the NEET-2020 exam, des-
pite having performed on a
par with the best candidates
across the country in the
mock examinations.

Mr. Kumar alleged that
the NTA had forged and fa-
bricated OMR sheets of the
two candidates in the past,
and hence in the forthcom-
ing NEET-2022 exam, which
is scheduled for July 17, di-
rections should be issued to
rule out any possibility of
tampering.

The duo — Shreya Yadav
and Disha Joshi — appeared
in previous years’ NEET ex-
aminations, but were unable

Nine residents
injured in fire
at Batla House

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

to get admission on the basis Nine residents sustained
of their respective scores. burn injuries and more

Stating that they have no : than 20 were rescued from
faith in NTA, Ms. Yadavand : a four-storey building
Ms. Joshi sought directions : where a fire broke out in

to secure the image of their south-east Delhi’s Batla

respective  OMR answer House on Thursday morn-
sheets in the forthcoming ing, fire officers said.
NEET-2022 examination. Delhi Fire Service Direc-

For this, they asked for a
court’s direction to NTA to
transmit the image of the
OMR answer sheet to the
mobile number of their res-
pective parents immediately
after the completion of the
examination.

Justice Narula, in the ver-
dict delivered on June 2, ob-
served that the foundation
of the prayers sought by the
duo was purely based on
conjectures and surmises.

tor Atul Garg said they re-
ceived a call at 8.48 a.m.
about the fire near Shah
Masjid. A total of seven fire
tenders were rushed to the
spot. The fire started from
the electric board on the
ground floor and reached
the third floor.

DCP (South East) Esha
Pandey said a police team is
inspecting the cause of the
fire. “Legal action will be ta-
ken accordingly,” she said.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
Weeks after the unified Mun-
icipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) was constituted, the
drafting of a unified budget
for the civic body has re-
mained snail-paced, accord-
ing to a senior official fami-
liar with the development.
The official said the bud-
get estimates of the three
erstwhile civic bodies -
North, South and East — con-
tinue to remain in place des-
pite the merger and because
of it many officials are still in
the dark on the way forward.
As per the January 2022
budget estimates — for the fi-
nancial year 2022-23 — of the
three erstwhile corpora-
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

Open E-Tender Notice
The Sr. Divisional Engineer-Il, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for
the following work.

Supplying RO treated water from RO plants No. 1 & 2 capacity 20KLPH
each plant for a period of two years situated near coaching terminal
washing line at Shakurbasti, as per scope of work and special terms and
conditions.

Name of
Work

Rs.10932480/- (Rupees One Crore Nine Lakh Thirty

Approx. Cost of work Two Thousand Four Hundred Eighty only)

Rs.204700/- (Rupees Two Lakh Four Thousand Seven
Hundred Only)

Earnest Money to be
Deposit

Cost of tender document Rs.0/-

Date & Time of submission
of tender bid and opening
of tender

01.07.2022 @ 15:00 Hrs.

Website particulars where
complete details of tender
documents can be seen

www.ireps.gov.in

«The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS)site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system.

«For allterms and conditions please refer tender document.

+No manual offers are acceptable.

«Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be acceptable through net banking

tions, the South civic body’s
estimated expenditure stood
slightly above ¥4,800, while
the estimate for the East and
North corporations was
above 4,700 crore and
7,500 crore respectively.

Pending salaries

“A unified budget is required
for the civic body to operate
because it is practically im-
possible to allocate funds
based on three separate
budgets. The civic body has
no money to pay salaries.
Whatever it has paid recent-
ly has been due to the funds
received from the Delhi go-
vernment,” said the senior

|

The headquarters of the MCD in the Capital.

L

=FILE PHOTO

c) A unified budget is in place, we will have to use
required for the the previously passed bud-
civic body to gets because there is no oth-
operate because it er choice. Currently, we are
is practically making minimal allocations
impossible to for essential works, and

llocate fund these allocations will be ad-
allocate funds justed in the unified bud-
based on three get,” said the second official.
separate budgets Both officials said the de-

SENIOR MCD OFFICIAL lay in payment of salaries
will continue till the core is-
sue of clearing financial lia-
bilities is not attended to.

“The Centre seems to have

official, adding that the
MCD’s financial situation is
growing worse as salaries for

the months of April and May
have not been paid.
Another senior civic offi-
cial confirmed that the MCD
is in the process of preparing
a unified budget but added
that there was no clarity on
when it will be publicly re-
leased and put into effect.
“Until the new budget is

lost interest in the financial
state of the MCD after its un-
ification was completed.
Through the merger, a poor
civic body has been created.
The unification might have
been a solution for other rea-
sons, but it’s not helping the
civic body financially,” said
the second official.

* JANAKPURI B-1/2, Main Najafgarh Road,Opp. Metro Pillar 543
¢NOIDA , Nirula’s Sec-2, Near Metro Station, Sec-15, Noida, UP
o LAJPAT NAGAR, 49, Main Ring Road, Adj. Haldi Ram, Near Moolchand Crossing

or payment gateway only.

Dated : 08.06.2022

JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE

DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU

LOOK OUT NOTICE

for identification.

0191-2561578 (O), 0191-254780 (F) , email- sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in

SP City South, Jammu vide communication No. SPSJ/Rdr/22/6705-06 dated
03.06.2022 intimated that on 28.05.2022 one un-identified Male dead body
in decomposed condition recovered from Gadigarh. Accordingly, an Inquest
proceeding U/S 174 Cr. PC vide DDR No. 03 dated 28.05.2022 was initiated at PP
Gadigarh, jammu and dead body was shifted to mortuary room of GMCH, Jammu

For the identification of decomposed unidentified Male dead body is required
to be published on daily newspapers for identification/ Public in general, having any

No. 128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/20/2022-23/W-3

(E-Tender for Printing and supply of textbooks for Class XI and XII for

Tender No. 02/JCERT/TEXTBOOKS/2022-23

1401/2022

Serving Customers With A Smile

SIRXvS 93 Aoienol ed afdigl ul¥sg, Adl

Jharkhand Council of Educational Research and Training, Ranchi
D.LE.T. Campus, Ratu, Ranchi — 835222, e-mail: jcert.ran@gmail.com

Notice Inviting Tender

the academic year 2022-23)

Jharkhand Council of Educational Research & Training (JCERT) invites e-bids in two bids system
(Technical & Financial) from reputed and eligible printers for the printing and supply of textbooks
developed by NCERT (copyright owned by JCERT) to Government school students of Class XI and XII
under State government scheme for the academic year 2022-23:

Important dates/details are as under:

clue related to the unidentified dead body, kindly communicate the same on the SL. Activit Start Ti End Ti

below mentioned contact/Telephone numbers. No. ctivity Date me Date ime

Contacts/Telephone Numbers:- 1 | Online availability of bid document 10.06.2022 3.00 pm 30.06.2022 |3.00 pm
2 | Document download 10.06.2022 3.00 pm 30.06.2022 |3.00 pm

1. DPO, Jammu 1 0191-2547807, 0191-2561578 3 | Pre-Bid Meeting 17.06.2022 3.00 pm N N

2. SSP Jammu Mail I.D. - sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in 4 | Online Bid Submission 22062022 | 11.00am | 30.06.2022 |3.00 pm

3.PCR .Jammu : 0191-2542000 Submission of Original DD, BG of Bid security,

4. SP City $outh :0191-2430002 5 | Credit worthiness certificate, Paper sample, Lab | 04.07.2022 11.00 am 04.07.2022 |1.00 pm

5. SDPO City South 1 0191-2433778 test report etc.

6. Landline of P/S Satwari 1 01912-2430364 ] ) 6 | Opening of Technical Bid 04.07.2022 3.00 pm N N

For Sr. Superintendent of Police, . . T To be announced after the technical
DIP/J-2830/22 Jammu 7 | Opening of Financial Bid evaluation

E-Procurement cell

Office of the Executive Officer
Nagar Parishad Mihijam, Jharkhand,Urban Development & Housing Department

e-procurement Notice

VERY SHORT TENDER NOTICE

NIT No. —2/2022-23 (15" FC)Date:-07.06.2022

hundred only).

Interested eligible bidders may view and download bid documents from the websites http:// jharkhand
tenders.gov.in. The cost of bid documents including 18% GST is Rs. 11,800.00 (Eleven thousand Eight

PR.NO.271082 Human Resource Developement(22-23):D

NORTHERN RAILWAY

SR. DEN/I/MB acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tender against following tenders closing date
05.07.2022 at 16:00 hrs. Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised bids upto closing date and time only. Manual offers

Sd/-
(Kiran Kumari Pasi, , )
Director, JCERT

TENDER NOTICE

* DEPARTMENT OF EXCISE

i GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB
Excise & Taxation Bhawan, Sector 69, SAS Nagar,

Phone No. 0172-2216703, e-mail: excomm.pb@punjab.gov.in
Notice inviting e-tender for retail liquor licenses
Tender Reference No.: X-1/2022/27 Date : 09.06.2022

Department of Excise, Government of Punjab,
intends to invite e-Tender / e-Bids in 2 cover bids
system from interested entities for grant of 177 retail
liquor licenses in the State of Punjab. The detailed
terms and conditions and the schedule for e-tendering
for these groups in the excise zones of Patiala,
Jalandhar and Ferozepur can be downloaded from
the e-tendering portal of Punjab Government i.e.
<https://eproc.punjab.gov.in> and from the website
of Department i.e. : https://excise.pubjab.gov.in from
09.06.2022 onwards.

Excise Commissioner
DPRPB NA/12/10111/2021/14851

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
The Chief Administrative Officer/Const/Northern Railway, Kashmere Gate, Delhi, for
and on behalf of the President of India invites e-tender under Two Packet System for

the under noted work :-

1.[Full Name of work Construction of service building, S&T rooms, gate lodge
at level crossing, Rail & high level passenger platforms,
earthwork in cutting/filling in formation, construction of

staff quarters, fencing, extension of minor bridges,

SL TENDER PERIOD OF EARNEST BID are not allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer received shall be ignored. Contractors are allowed to make Construction of Platform shelters, provision of station
Nd. NAME OF WORK VALUE COMPLETION MONEY DOCUMENT payments against this tender towards tender document cost and Earnest Money only through online paymer.lt modes name board, road work, modification of existing building
DEPOSIT FEES available on IREPS portal like net banking, debit card, credit card etc. Manual payments through Demand draft, Banker's cheque, including di i f existing buildi truct Py
CONSTRUCTION OF VENDING ZONE Deposit receipts, FDR etc. are not allowed. Including dismantling of existing building structure
1 AT MIHIJAM Rs. 1,14,67,772.00 12 months Rs.2,30,000.00 | Rs. 10,000.00 fencing with other allied works at Aigwan, Agwanpur,
HOUSE OF RAMESH RAJAK TO ate ate:- 09.99. ate:- 09.99. ate:- 09.99. ate:- 98.06. ate:- 98.06. and turnouts, provision of glued joint and SEJs,
2 | HOUSE OF RAM NARESH VIA HOUSE | Rs. 45,03,136.00 4 months Rs.91,000.00 | Rs. 10,000.00 (Z[())B?\l )NO[-) FLW? (ZJog)e f\(l)O-kH(\SN% (ZyoneR EgHTW-‘* (Z’%Q)e tlok RK}1 (ngj)Ng RKI-Z . dismantling of existing track and turnouts, handling,
OF SURAJ MODI AND SUMANTO .- Dehradun - Oak Grove : : Laksar to - Fazalpur to I ) ) h h
MANDAL, WARD NO 17 to Raiwala (Excl. | School Jharipani | Virbhadra to Baliyakheri Laksar (1500 to liting, loading, leading, unloading and spreading of
CONSTRUCTION OF PCC ROAD IN RWL) of service of service Yognagri Rishikesh | (Excluding LRJ) of | 1538) and Laksar ballast, handling of Pway material working in BNI/NI
3 BADULIGARH GALI NO. 2. UNDER Rs. 16.88.223.00 4 months Rs.34.000.00 Rs. 5.000.00 building and bui[ding§ and (Excluding seryice puildipg; to Aithgl (00 to 99) period and other allied works at Aigwan, Agwanpur,
WARD NO. 2 MIHIJAM T ’ ’ Dehradun to residential Virbhadra) of residential building | of service building, Matlabpur, Raisi, Miranpur Katra on LKO-SRE section
CONSTRUCTION OF PCC ROAD FROM Name of work ?aé“v’\";t? ngXC" DDN gglrt(:rnagllsr;gg and :ﬁgi‘:a‘;’:ﬁ;g?s :?E:&ggﬂgﬁﬂers ;srsg::éﬂlbrzggmg and any other civil engineering works at any section in the
4 AMBAGAN DURGA MANDIR TO Rs 5491831.00 4 months Rs.110000.00 Rs.10000.00 residential building | wood work under | buildings for general road and | and wood work jurisdiction of DY.CE/C/MB over Moradabad division.
NAGAR PA]_USHAD MIHIJAM BORDER and staff quarters at [ ADEN/HW general road and | wood work under | under ADEN/RK 2.|Approx. Costofwork |Rs.2192.65Lacs
UNDER WARD NO. 02 & 03 Dehradun for wood work under | ADEN/RK - - -
RAIN WATER HARVESTIN G SYSTEM general road and ADEN/HW 3.|Completion period 15 (Fifteen) months
5 IN VARIOUS GOVERNMENT & Rs. 23,79,930.00 4 months Rs.48,000.00 Rs. 5,000.00 wood work in the ofthe work
PUBLIC PLACES UNDER MIHIJAM section of SSE/W/ %
DEVELOPMENT OF GREEN AREA DDN under ADEN/ 4, Earne?t I\:oneytc be Rs. 12,46,300/-
6 AROUND 3000 METER UNDER Rs. 16,36,372.00 | 4 months Rs.33,000.00 | Rs. 5,000.00 HW eposite
MIHIJAM - ] i Tender Closing 05.07.2022 05.07.2022 05.07.2022 05.07.2022 05.07.2022 5.|Sale/availability of Tender documents will be available on IREPS website
1. Date of Publication of tender on website 13.06.2022 at 11.00 hours Date/Time (16:00) (16:00) (16:00) (16:00) (16:00) tender document on i.e. www.ireps.gov.in from 13.06.2022 to 05.07.2022
2. - N lClosir;O date gnd}:in_lde for receigt _olfte;llg\irDo/n Webslicte“ — 19.06.2022 at 17.00 hours Advertised 1208578711 2120 89 648.25 257 49.878.75 208.99.888.40 £38.49 785.09 Rly. Website upto 11:30 hrs.
3. ate and place of recelving har (;:’Cpu}:l:zlr:t:l ee copy ot alluploade 20.06.2022 at 13.00 hours Value T e T T T 6.|Last date/Time of 05.07.2022 upto 11:30 hours. Tender documents can be
4. Opening date and time of opening of technical bid 21.06.2022 at 11.00 hours Earnest 22,10,400.00 22,10,500.00 1,15,000.00 %1,98,000.00 %77,000.00 upload of tenders uploaded by the tenderer on IREPS website w.ef.
B o Office of Executive Officer, Money () 21.06.2022 0 05.07.2022
5. Name and address of office inviting tender Nagar Parishad Mihijam Biddi 7|Dateandti : 05.07.2022 at 11:30 h R diately after ol ¢
procur foer ; recing 21.06.2022 21.06.2022 21.06.2022 21.06.2022 21.06.2022 |Pateandtime o :07.2022 at 11:30 hours (immediately after close o
6. C"‘.‘“’C‘ no of procurement officer +91 9431257594 Start Date opening of tender uploading of tender (D2). In case of two packet system,
7. Helpline number of e-procurement cell +91 7781947390 — - o s
Validity of 45 Days 45 Days 45 Days 45 Days 45 Days Financial bids of the eligible tenders would be opened
NOTE: AUTHORITY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CANCEL TENDER WITHOUT SIGHTING ANY REASON offer (Days) Y Y V' Y Y subsequently on the date and time to be notified later on.
THEREOF. FURTHER DETAILS CAN BE SEEN ON WEBSITE HTTP://jharkhandtenders.gov.in Period of ) ) )
X . Completion 30.06.2023 30.06.2023 30.06.2023 30.06.2023 30.06.2023 The detailed tender notice also can be seen on the Notice
Executive Officer Board of the above office.
PR 271158 Urban Development and Housing(22-23).D Nagar Parishad Mihijam No. 74-W/2/3/WA/Publication Dated: 09.06.2022 1397/22 1400/2022

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(SECTION 82 Cr.Pc.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
M. W. Themor, S/o Sh. Vaomatal, R/o Present Add. - 132A,
Village Munirka, Delhi, Permanent Add. - Tashar Chang Hang,
Distt. Ukhrul, Manipur, has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 850/2015 U/s 33/38
Delhi Excise Act registered at P.S. Vasant Vihar, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the said accused M. W. Themor cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused M. W.
Themor has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused M. W.
Themor, of case FIR No. 850/2015 U/s 33/38 Delhi Excise Act
P.S.Vasant Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on or before 18.07.2022.

By order
Umesh Kumar,
Metropolitan Magistrate - 07,

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

SEARCH FOR MISSING PERSON

General public is here by
informed that this person namely
Abdul Suhan S/o Usman Khan
R/o H.No. D-188, Janta Majdoor
Colony, Welcome, Delhi Age :
About 26 years, Height : 56",
™ Face Long, Complexion
Abdul Suhan Wheatish, Build : Thin, wearing
black colour T-shirt and pant, has
been missing since 06.05.2022 from his house. In
this regard DD No. 101-Adated 17.05.2022 has been
lodged at P.S. Welcome, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this
missing person may kindly inform to the following:-
E-mail:

cic@cbi.gov.in
SHO - P.S. Welcome, Delhi

P/1658/NE/22

PROCLAMATION REQU

RING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Arjun Prasad Yadav S/o Dasrath Singh R/o VPO
Azampur, PS Desari, District Vaishali Bihar, has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence under case FIR No.
28/2022, u/s 363/366/323/344/506/120B/34 IPC & 6/17/21
POCSO Act. has been registered at P.S. Mundka, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the
said, Arjun Prasad Yadav cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said, Arjun Prasad Yadav
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, said, Arjun
Prasad Yadav of FIR No0.28/2022 ul/s 363/366/323/344/506/
120B/34IPC & 6/17/21 POCSO Act, P.S. Mundka, Delhi required
to appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before 20.07.2022

By Order,
Sh. Shailender Malik, ASJ-06 West,

DP/1908/0D/2022 Special Court under Pocso Act.

Tender Notice No. 74-W-4-1-452-WA-MB Dated :-09.06.2022

PROCLAMATION REQU

RING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Shamim S/o Mohd Shakil R/o H.No. 856,
Gali Tanras, Chandni Mahal Delhi & Permanent Address
H.No. 550, Salehpur, Dudhara Khalilabad Sant Kabir Nagar,
UP. has committed (or are suspected to have committed) the
offence under FIR No. 30/2017 U/s 287/338 IPC has been
registered at P.S. Chandni Mahal, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the
said Shamim cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Shamim has
absconded (or are concealing them selves to avoid the
service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Shamim of FIR No. 30/2017 U/s 287/338 IPC registered at
PS. Chandni Mahal Delhi are required to appear before this
courtto answer the said complaint on or before 23.07.2022

By Order,

Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Patiata Fom 100-06 | Fax: 2436863, Tel. No. : 011-22826808, Room No.209, 2 floor | | DP/1514/CD/2022 Ms. Vidhi Gupta Anand MM-08,
DP/1243/SW/2022 New Delh; Tel.: 24368638/24368641 08130247747 © Tis Hazari Court Delhi Room N°'272’ Tis Hazari Courts Delhi
CM M ND-NDE
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L-G, CM deliberate on turning
Najafgarh drain back into a river

Saxena asks officials to submit a report on engaging an agency to clear silt in two days

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

On Thursday, Lieutenant-
Governor (L-G) Vinai Kumar
Saxena directed officials to
submit a feasibility report on
engaging an expert agency
to pulverise the silt settled in
the Najafgarh drain within
two days.

According to a statement
released by Raj Niwas, the
matter was discussed in a
meeting headed by the L-G
on Wednesday, which Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal also
attended.

Both the L-G and the Chief
Minister agreed that the
drain needed long term solu-
tions that addressed the is-
sue of recurrent expenditure
on its upkeep.

Manish Sisodia had announced X705 crore for redevelopment
of Najafgarh drain in his recent budget speech =p1i

The L-G had visited the
Najafgarh drain last week
and suggested that the drain
be developed into an eco-
tourism hub with a navigable
waterway where activities
like boat rides and water
sports could be offered.

Mr. Kejriwal had said that
this could be achieved by un-
dertaking a comprehensive
de-silting and dredging of
the drain in a time-bound
manner.

The L-G directed officials
to use meshes of different

Roar of fans back at stadium

Spectators throng T20 match venue after three-year hiatus

VICTORIA LAVELLE
SV VAISHNAVI
NEW DELHI

The roar of cricket fans was
back at the Capital’s Feroz
Shah Kotla stadium, now re-
named Arun Jaitley Stadium,
on Thursday after almost
three years. Fans sporting
the Indian jersey made a
beeline to the stadium to get
a glimpse of the action as In-
dia took on South Africa in a
T20 encounter.

A festive spirit prevailed
outside the stadium as the
by-lanes leading up to the
stadium were bustling with
vendors selling jerseys and
flags. Meera, one of the ven-
dors said, “I came from

“- .3.

Fans cheering d

uring India's T20 match against South Africa

o5 1

at the Arun Jaitley Stadium on Thursday. =r.v.MooRTHY

Mumbai to sell this mer-
chandise. Crowds are back
at the stadium after a long
time and we hope to do good
business.”

Chanchal said she had
come all the way from Bha-

ratpur, Rajasthan with her fa-
mily of four to see the match.
“So far I have watched watch
matches only on TV; this is
the first time I will be watch-
ing one at a stadium. I want
India to win!” she said.

Land ‘crisis’ for trees may hit
development projects: DDA

Urban body seeks permission for compensatory afforestation
in neighbouring States, experts say not helpful for Capital

MUNEEF KHAN
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), which is
facing a shortage of land for
carrying out compensatory
afforestation, has termed it a
“crisis” that will adversely af-
fect upcoming development
projects in the Capital.

Compensatory afforesta-
tion (CA), according to the
Forest Conservation Act,
1980, has to be carried out
for any diversion of forest
land, or deemed forest land,
for non-forest purposes.
Agencies carrying out deve-
lopment works are required
to compensate for the loss of
“land by land” and loss of
“trees by trees”.

The DDA has raised the is-
sue of land shortage twice
since last year — in May 2021
and March this year — in let-
ters sent to the Union Envi-
ronment Ministry. In 2021,
the DDA had provided 119.76
hectares of land to various
service providing agencies
for CA.

‘No acquisition in 30 yrs’
A senior DDA official told The
Hindu that the urban body
has of late not been able to at-
tend to requests from service
agencies, which are execut-
ing development projects, to
provide land for compensa-
tory afforestation. “We have
already conveyed to the
agencies that there is no land
for CA. The DDA has not ac-
quired any land since 1990,”
he said.

One of the projects that
has been affected due to non-
allotment of land is the Delhi-
Saharanpur Highway being
built by the National High-
ways Authority of India.

In the March 30 letter to
the Ministry, DDA’s Vice-
Chairman Manish Gupta had
requested the Ministry to re-
lax the guidelines issued un-
der the Forest Conservation
Act (1980) and to allow CA on
degraded forest land in

it e e -

The DDA has raised the issue of land shortage with the Union

, T

Environment Ministry twice since last year. =fiLe pHoTO

Infrastructure
projects may seem
necessary but there
has to be a proper
assessment of their
need and cost...
Projects should be
stopped till the
pending CA is
completed

DIWAN SINGH
Environmentalist

C

neighbouring States for pro-
jects implemented by the
Centre and PSUs.

‘Exceptional case’
The DDA’s letter cited para-
graph 2.3(v) of chapter 2 of
the Handbook of Forest Con-
servation Act, which states:
“In exceptional cases, where
non-forest land for CA is not
available in the same State/
UT in which the diversion of
forest land is proposed, land
for CA can be identified in
any other State/UTs, prefera-
bly in neighbouring State/
UTs. The corresponding
amount for carrying out CA
shall be deposited in the
CAMPA account of the State/
UT in which CA is proposed.”
The senior DDA official
stated that the ministry is yet
to respond to the letter.
However, a senior official
at the Ministry said the DDA
can go ahead with CA in
neighbouring States by coor-
dinating with the respective
governments and it does not
require the Ministry's per-

mission for the purpose.

“What they are seeking is
an exclusive relaxation in
terms of carrying out com-
pensatory afforestation,
which is not possible. If the
[Central] government relaxes
it, then it will be for eve-
ryone. I find it hard to believe
that an agency which owns
over 80% of the land in Delhi
says that it has no land left for
CA,” said the senior official at
the Environment Ministry.

The DDA’s proposal to car-
ry out CA in neighbouring
States has not impressed en-
vironmental experts. Diwan
Singh, an environmentalist,
said the proposed move will
not benefit the Capital.

“CA is done for damage
control purposes, which is
caused by cutting of trees for
development projects. If we
do it in a neighbouring State,
then it will help the neigh-
bouring State,” said Mr.
Singh. He added that the ur-
ban body running out of land
for recreational purposes -
including CA - is a clear sign
that the Capital is running
out of its planning capacity.

“Infrastructure projects
may seem necessary but
there has to be a proper as-
sessment of their need and
cost. It is more damaging to
the city in the environmental
aspect if they [DDA] don’t
have land for CA. Projects
should be stopped till the
pending CA is completed,”
said Mr. Singh.

densities at graded distances
on the drains that empty in-
to the Najafgarh drain so as
to intercept the flow of solid
waste and heavy silt directly
into the drain.

The redevelopment of the
drain was also proposed by
the Delhi Finance Minister
Manish Sisodia in his recent
budget speech.

“Najafgarh drain will be
developed as a tourist desti-
nation by cleaning it and
beautifying the roads on
both sides. Delhi’s Sahibi riv-
er will be brought back in its
[original] form. A separate
provision of ¥705 crore has
been made for this in the
budget,” Mr. Sisodia had said
in his 2022-23 budget
speech.

Wife, minor
son held for
killing man

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 45-year-old man was
killed by his 39-year-old
wife and 17-year-old son in
west Delhi’s Jwala Puri fol-
lowing an argument bet-
ween the couple over the
man’s unemployment and
poor living standards, the
police said.

DCP (Outer) Sameer
Sharma said the duo used a
hammer and a pair of scis-
sors to kill the victim, iden-
tified as Dinesh, on Wed-
nesday. The mother was
arrested and her juvenile
son were apprehended on
the same day.

Bhalswa landfill: a scar on residents’ lives

Polluted water, air, poor living conditions causing skin ailments, mental trauma

SAMRIDHI TEWARI
NEW DELHI

“I struggle to sleep at night,”
said Sushila, 44, who feels
restless because of her itchy
and scaly skin. Showing her
bruised pale yellow hands
with scars, she said, “I am
paying the price for living
right opposite to Bhalswa
landfill site.”

Ms. Sushila, who is on me-
dication for skin allergy, says
her sleeping disorder has
weakened her immune sys-
tem too. Her scalp is dry and
flaky, there are pus-filled blis-
ters around her mouth and
her forehead has dark flaky
patches. She has been ad-
vised by doctors not to touch
the wounds on her body but
she invariably ends up
scratching them, which de-
lays the healing process.

Surrounded by contami-
nated water and air, the resi-
dents of north-west Delhi’s
Bhalswa village in Jahangir-
puri continue to battle va-
rious physical and mental
health issues. Most of the
men in the area work in fac-
tories around Bhalswa, earn-
ing ¥7,000-8000 a month,
while the women are in-
volved in domestic work. If
job uncertainty and mea-
gre income keep worrying
them during the day, the irri-
tation from skin rashes does
not allow them peaceful
sleep during the night.

Garbage mounds
The height of the garbage
mounds at the Bhalswa
dumping ground, which has
been in existence since 1994,
has reached 54 metres. Gar-
bage dumped on the roads,
open drains and poor hous-
ing and sanitation in the area
act as breeding hotspots for
mosquitoes and flies.

Using contaminated water
is one of the reasons for the

and forehead. =susHIL KUMAR VERMA

spread of skin infections in
the area. Diwan Singh, an en-
vironmentalist and water
conservationist, said treated
water supply is limited due to
which people are for forced
to use groundwater. “The
groundwater is contaminated
because of the landfill and
supplementary drain,” he
said, adding that some peo-
ple in the area use purified
water to drink, but to bathe,
they use the groundwater,
which is pale yellow in
colour.

Cases of skin allergies

Dr. C.S. Bhogal at Babu Jagji-
van Ram Memorial Hospital
said a large number of skin al-
lergy cases are reported from
the vicinity of the Bhalswa
landfill due to pollution. “We
receive 8-10 cases of skin al-
lergies in our OPD daily from
the region, “ he said, adding
that “poor living standards
add to the health problems of
the residents”.

According to Dr. Bhogal,
the quality of water supplied
to the residents may not
harm their skin overnight but
over a period of time, the
skin starts peeling out from
the infected area; this later
ends up in allergies. “The pa-
tients often scratch these

wounds out of irritation,
which then start bleeding,
robbing them off their sleep,”
he added.

Even though patients are
provided with oral and topi-
cal treatments, the top layer
of their skin remains dam-
aged for years. One of the re-
sidents, Rashida Khatoon, 19,
has skin allergy on her feet
and can wear only a certain
kind of footwear. “I can-
’t wear covered shoes as they
make my feet itch and I am
not able to walk. I wear open
sandals as they are airy but
they look bad because of my
scaly feet,” said Ms. Khatoon.

“The doctor said I have a
blood infection,” said the 19-
year-old who sleeps for five
hours at night with much dif-
ficulty. “I try to sleep but
mosquitoes keep biting my
feet because of the open
wounds,” she said.

Not only grown-ups, but
children in the area also suff-
er from skin ailments. Ms.
Khatoon’s neighbour, five-
year-old Akram, has a similar
skin allergy on his scalp.
“Due to the allergy, Akram
has started losing a consider-
able amount of hair. Even his
fingertips and nails on his
hands have started blacken-
ing,” said Ms. Khatoon.

Sukhbiri Singh, 55, keeps
washing her hands and face
because of her itchy skin.
Showing her stiff and pale
yellow hands, she said, “The
pollutants from the dirty wa-
ter have numbed my hands in
the last four years.”

“Our open wounds keep
attracting mosquitoes and
flies throughout the night,
forcing us to stay up to keep a
vigil on our children and our-
selves. I barely manage to
sleep for four hours,” said Ms.
Singh, who feels lethargic
during the day due to sleep
deprivation.

Dr. Pavitra Arora, who
runs a small clinic and has
been treating the local resi-
dents for more than a decade
now told The Hindu that peo-
ple aged 30-35 years report
most cases of skin allergies.

“I usually prescribe a Ceti-
rizine tablet a day depending
on the severity of the aller-
gy, “ he said. Dr. Arora, who
treats three such cases daily
on an average, said most pa-
tients have allergies in their
hands, feet, mouth, scalp and
forehead.

‘No improvement’

“I have consulted many doc-
tors but I don’t find any im-
provement; I don’t feel much
sensation in my hands,” said
Bala Manoj, 50, showing her
fingertips from where the
skin was peeling off.

Ms. Manoj has breathing
problems and her eyes keep
twitching because of her sca-
ly eyelids. “I have been suffer-
ing from skin infections for 15
years now. I don’t know
when my skin will become
normal again,” she said, ad-
ding that her poor economic
situation makes her worry
about the amount of money
she has to spend on the anti-
allergy tablets and insect re-
pellents.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of an
advertisement before responding to any
published in this newsFaﬁer. THG PUBLISH-
ING PVT LTD., the Publisher & Owner of this
newspaper, does not vouch for the authen-
ticity of any advertisement or advertiser or
for any of the advertiser's Eroducts and/or
services. In no event can the Owner, Pub-
lisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees
of this newspaper/company be held re-
sponsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advert-
isements in this newspaper.

JAL SHAKTI

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH.

DEPARTMENT.

“ Notice Inviting Tender”

HP /1638/22-23

Sealed item rate offline tenders on form 6 & 8 are hereby invited by the under signed
on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh from approved eligible registered
Contractors in Jal Shakti Vibhag of appropriate class for 04 Nos works. Detail i.e.
name of works terms and conditions are available on website. www.hpiph.org.

The tender forms can be had from this office against
cash payments (Non Refundable ) up to 18.06.2022 till 4:30 P.M.

Executive Engineer,
JSV Division,
Thural.

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA REIRENIONIYS S5

NAME OF AMOUNT /
SR.| BOARD | NAME OF WORK NOTICE OPENING DATE EMD WEBSITE OF NODAL OFFICER /
CLOSING DATE THE BOARD CONTACT DETAILS
No.| CORP./ TENDER (TIME) (APPROX.) IN CORP. / AUTH / EMAIL
AUTH RUPEES .
ENGAGEMENT OF
CONSULTANCY NOT
SERVICES FOR APPLICABLE. |www.uhbvn.org.in
ASSISTING AND HOWEVER, NIT NO38/SE/
1 UHBVYN SUPPORTING IN CLOSING DATE BID Projects/AMI- 9517702228
PROJECT 27.06.2022 SECURITY PMA/ seprojects@uhbvn.org.in
MANAGEMENT TO UHBVN DECLARATION| RDSS/2022-23
FOR SMART METERING TOBE
IMPLEMENTATION SUBMITTED.
| WORKS UNDER RDSS.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.hary procur gov.in or www. ders.hry.nic.in
SAMVAD - 13/2023/40/10233/1/199/7

NORTHERN RAILWAY

INVITATION OF TENDER THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT SYSTEM

Senior Divisional Materials Manager, Northern Railway, Moradabad-244001 for and behalf of the President of India, invites
tender through E-Procurement system for the supply of the below item.

Sr.| Tender Description Qty. | Earnest | Estimated Due
No.| No. Money Value Date
in Rs- in Rs-
SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, TESTING & COMMISSIONING OF
01| 97225273 | HIGH AVAILABILITY DUAL REDUNDANT SINGLE SECTION [ 6 | 97920/- | 4895820/- | 01.07.2022
DIGITAL AXLE COUNTER .....coooiuiiiiiicinines

against E-tender shall not be accepted.

Note: Above tender with detailed description are uploaded on IREPS website i.e. www.ireps.gov.in. The firm who desires to
participate against E-tender, are advised to electronically register themselves on the above website for which they would require to
have a Class lll digital signature certificate from certifying agencies authorized under IT Act 2000, by Govt. of India. Manual offers

Tender Notice No. 03/Sr. DMM/MB/2022 Dated:- 09.06.2022

1405/2022

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

30 U< 3ifa—srcusreia fHifaer g==

yd § YBIRd PR. - 256494

T. Reference No. :- Different Tolas SVS-CLU - 18/2020-21(2™ Call) Date 01.06.2022

Si.No. Name of Work

CLUSTER

NAME BLOCK

Estimated

Cost of
BOQ (Rs.)

Bid Security

Cost (LAKH)

(LAKH.)

Construction of Solar Based Mini Water
Supply Scheme (SVS) in Different Block
comprising of suitable R.C.C./Framed
structure ESR Distribution line, Source
(as required) and FHTC all complete job
in the Different Block of District Ranchi
under Drinking Water & Sanitation,
Division, Ranchi East, Ranchi.

8A TAMAR

7,98,92,000

7,99,000.00 | 10,000.00

2. Time of Completion 9 Months + 1 months (Trial and run)
3. Date of Tender Uploading on Website 20.06.2022/04.00 PM.
4 Document Download / Sale Start Date 20.06.2022/04.00 PM.
5 Pre bid Meting 22.06.2022/12.30 PM
6 Bid Submission Start Date 22.06.2022/04.00 PM.
7 Document Download / Sale End Date 28.06.2022/05.00 PM.
8 Bid Submission End Date 28.06.2022/05.00 PM.
9 Last date of Submission of Cost of BOQ and EMD (in 29.06.2022/01.00 PM.
Hard Copy)

10 Date of Opening of Tender 02.07.2022/11.00 AM.

: - . Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation
11 Name & Address of Office Inviting Tender Division. Ranchi East, Ranchi.

. . Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation

12 Name & Address of Opening Officer Division, Ranchi East, Ranchi.
13 Contact No. Of Procurement Office 0651-2480155
14 Helpline No. Of e-procurement cell 0651-2480345

PR 271162 Drinking Water and Sanitation(22-23).D

Te:—1. faRly SFar @ o} d9arge — http://jharkahndtenders.gov.in 4R 2T ST dhdl @ |

sRiuTas AfPRAr

ol U4 ¥@eedl Udsd, A qd, I

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANGE OF ACCUSED PERSON

23.08.2022.

DP/1903/0D/2022
(Court Notice)

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Person Namely Chander Pal S/o Harbam Lal R/o Flat No. 43, LIF
Flats, Brij Bihar (CBSE), Ghaziabad, UP has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in a Case Reg No.
4282/17 registered at P.S. Nangloi, Delhi and it has been returned
to a warrant of arrest thereupon that the said Chander Pal could
not be found and where it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the accused Chander Pal has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is
hereby made that the said accused Chander Pal is required to
appear before the court to answer the said complaint on or before

Metropolitan Magistrate (NI Act-05), West
Room No. 04, Annexe-1, Delhi

By Order
Sh. Devanshu Sajlan,

Website : http://cbi.nic.in
E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-24368639

DP/174/Rly/2022

P.S. New Delhi Railway Station,

Ph. No. : 011-24368638, 24368641
Ph.: 011-23744073, 8750871305

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General Public is hereby informed
that one an Unknown boy Age: 11
years, Height: 3'2", Complexion:
Shallow, Face: Long, Built: Normal,
wearing Sky Blue T-Shirt and Black
Jeans was found in abandoned
condition at PF No. 12-13, New
Delhi Railway Station premises and
further hand over to NGO. He is deaf
& dumb. In this regard a DD No.
46A, dated 19.05.2022 has been registered at P.S.
New Delhi Railway Station, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to
trace out the family member of the boy but no clue has
come to light so far. If any one having any information
about them please inform undersigned.

SHO

New Delhi

Delhi.

DP/1702/NE/22

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATIC

. : ““ General public is hereby informed

: e that an unidentified dead body of
i male Age: Approx 30 years,
Complexion: Fair, Height: 5'8",
was wearing Grey colour T-Shirt,
Black colour Pant and Bare feet, was
found in unconscious condition in
front of Whysky Theka, near CNG
Petrol Pump, Nand Nagri, Delhi on
08.06.2022. He was admitted in
GTB Hospital, during the treatment he was declared
brought dead by the doctor. In this regard a DD No. 20-A,
dated 08.06.2022 has been lodged at P.S. Nand Nagri,

Any person having any information or clue about the

deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address or telephone nos.

Ph.: 011-22585985, 8750870770

SHO
P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi

Published by N. Ravi at Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860, Anna Salai, Chennai-600002 and Printed by S. Ramanujam at HT Media Ltd. Plot No. 8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. 201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., Chennai-600002. Editor: Suresh Nambath (Responsible for selection of news under the PRB Act).
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TO ADVERTISE:
www.thehinduads.com

011-43579738 * 43579797

EDUCATIONAL

GEOGRAPHY

(Optional)
vy AJAY RAJ SINGH

(Director Geographia IAS Institute)

All India
Rank 12 UPSC
this year with

Geography optional
score 306 marks
Yasharth Shekhar

New Classroom Batch From 20th June
Visit: www.geographiaias.com
Ph.: 9958218172

Address - MALUKA 1AS, 16B Near HDFC Bank, Old Rajender Nagar.

m PHILOSOPHY

: Shrishti Singh

: Durga Prasad Adhikary : Marks 285

: Sachin Sharma

: Priyanshu Khati

: Harshvardhan BJ : Marks 280

: Mukul Beniwal : Marks 249

: Vaibhav Meena : Marks 242

OUR PAST TOPPERS, MOSTLY B.Tech

AIR 2 Athar Amir, B.Tech AIR 40 Gaurang Rathi, B.Tech
AIR 3 Ankita Jain, B.Tech AIR 43 Jatin Lal, B.Tech
AIR 11 Sanskriti Jain, B.Tech AIR 45 Kumar Harsh, B.Tech
AIR 27 Himanshu Gupta, B.Tech AIR 58 Jayasharda, B.Tech Opp. Metro Pillar No. 120, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-05

AIR 27 Saloni Khemka, Non B Tech  AIR 73 Roma Shrivastava, B.Tech ()11 .45505509' 8826469839

AIR 28 Divya Mishra, B.Tech AIR 94 Ravi Agarwal, B.Tech — —
703-704, Apex Tower, Lal Kothi, Jaipur, Rajasthan

AIR 33 Haulianlal Guite, Non B Tech & Many more ......
0141-6764015, 7303666798

AIR 40 Garima Agarwal, B.Tech

[PAVAN KUMAR'S IAS

(An Academy of General Studies & Public Administration)

OFFLINE / ONLINE LIVE
Mitra’s IAS

Samyak Tower, 39 Pusa Road

“Iimmensely benefitted from
Pavan Sir's classes, discussions
& guidance in my Civil Services
Examination preparation for
both General Studies
and Public Administration.’’

Pradeep Singh (AIR-01, GSE 2019-20)

Public Administration
Starts:14" June J] OFFUNE |

* Limited Seats * Doubt clearing sessions
* Conceptual clarity * Updated study material
* Regular tests * Focus on current affairs

Test Series Mains 2022

General Studies ’ Ethics
Starts:18" June Starts: 18" June

Public Administration
Starts: 12" June

SPECIAL FEATURES

* Relevant questions e Interaction with Pavan Sir
* Indepth discussions ¢ Model answers
* Video backup * Additional study material

© 8447532310 | 8447412868

Admissions Open

11A/22, 2™ Floor, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-60

KSG

An Institute For IAS Exam...

UPSC CSE 2021 TOPPERS WITH DR. KHAN

FOUNDATION
COURSE

OFFLINE BATCHES

P15 B ettt 1178
178 | 204,
| 208, | 24,
115, | 22,

2

JOIN OUR FREE PRE-PREPARATION PLAN
NEXT

BATCH 2 1 JUNE
L 9868 005599

882600 2521 / 882661 2521

DELHI CENTRAL
(RAJENDER NAGAR)
9811 293 743

RANCHI
(Sirom Toli Chowk)

DELHI

(Vijay Nagar)

BENGALURU

(Koramangala)

BENGALURU

(Chandra Layout)

JAIPUR

(Tonk Road)

PATNA

(Exhibition Road)

BHOPAL
(M.P. Nagar)

INDORE

(Bhawar Kuan)

M= ONLINE BATCH ==
\KSG ONLINE LEARNING (KOL) - FC

QUALITY OF PHYSICAL CLASSES WITH CONVENIENCE OF ONLINE

For Enquiry :-

DELHI NORTH
(VIJAY NAGAR)
9717 380 832

JAIPUR
(TONK ROAD)
8290 800 441

BHOPAL
(M.P. NAGAR)
7509 975 361

INDORE
(BHAWAR KUAN)
9893 772 941

BENGALURU
(KORAMANGALA)
7619 166 663

BENGALURU PATNA RANCHI

(CHANDRA LAYOUT) (EXHIBITION ROAD) (SIROM TOLI CHOWK)

7619136 662 | 7463 950 774 | 9939 982 007
www.ksgindia.com

IMPHAL WEST
(OFF CAMPUS CENTRE)

9650 245 599

HEGII[AB OFFLINE / ONLINE CLASSES | SEPARATE BATCHES FOR OPTIONAL & GS PAPER -1 MODULE | SEATS ARE LIMITED

ﬂlASSES
COMMENCE

NEW DELH- 40060
01145090051, 9818333201

Ilil.

LEGAL NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

In the Court of the Prl. Junior Civil
Judge: Ponawr, Guntur D, Andhra Pradesh
05 No: 163/ 2016

Between :

Turaka Veeeralah o Plaintiff
and

Medikonda Kanakavalli & 30thers

«.Defendants

To

D2:Medikonda Jhansi Raju, Sio
Late Samuel, Rio. Khajipalem{V),
Pittla  Vanipalem(Md), Guntur Dt,,
presently Clo.56 APO, 333FD,
AMB Mew Dalhi,

Whereas plaintiff has instituted a
sult agains! Dafendants for declaring
that plaintiff is sole legal hair of
deceased Turaka Ratna Kumar &
other reliefs. You are hereby
summaned o appear in this court in
person, or by a pleader duly
Instructed on 29.06.22 a1 10:30AM
Failing which, the suit will be heard
and determined in your absence
Hearing Date: 29-08-2022.

G. ANKAMMA RAO

Advocate for Plaintiff
419 Brodipet, Guntur, A.P. Coll: 3866709508

Since 2001

AMBITION

LAW INSTITUTE

““Law is nothing
but common sense
and logic 5y
Alok Kr. Ranjan
Headmaster

IAS LAW (Online)
[ ONLINE |  Test Series

QJune, 22 | 3 July, 22

__ 8800662140
180,22 18uly 22

8800660301
= v
I [ OFFLINE |
104uly,22 | 104uly, 2

8800660301
CLAT/LL.B. (OFFLINE/ONLINE)

n%

[ Online Classes Also Available |

£ o

Dune, 2 Bune2| £ 4 53,5
8800660380 g 5k
aT—C— 2 CN 8" %

Rajasthan Judiciary
Book your slot @ 8800660301

Toll Free : 1800 12000 2001
@0 90O Ambition Law Institute

B-10, 1st Floor, Opposite Meerut Sweets
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi - 110009

304

Sociology

f

ENGLISH MEDIUM

5Ju

02:30 to 05:30PM)
EXCLUSIVELY AT NEXT IAS

OFFLINE/ONLINE BATCHES START FROM
(OLD RAJENDER NAGAR)

ﬁ

Crack 67th/68th BPSC by Expert
@Cheapest Cost Pre/mains/Bihar Spl.
Call-7520332207.

ANTHROPOLOGY

4y Vlijay Singh
35+ Years of Guiding Experience
Author of Book “Social & Physical Anthro.”

ONLINE/ OFFlthE BATCH
Starting G' Ju he

From

® Complete Syllabus Coverage
® Previous UPSC Questions discussion
www.vijayiasclasses.com

(©6203561263, 9560633328
4"Floor, Croma Building, Near Karol Bagh Metro, Delhi

ANSWER
WRITING

reliableANDvalid
SOCIOLOGY

S0CI0LOGY

OPTIONAL

bJ;B;vsask:;gs;; 6y Amit Jain Sir
©3990788811 | UI410088T31-918800141518

www.thecoreias.com

ESSAY ror IAS

TEST SERIES-MENTORSHIP PROGRAMMES
Under Mentorship of
Vikash Ranjan Sir
TOP SCORES [\ ESSAY a Trlumh IAS

www.divakaracademy.com

7678628820

Triumph IAS
- 1840888102

nnstiitefor Gl Sorvicos Examination & Exper o
7&914«4!449 Z’W{e@e Dusprining Sumsa )

VVR-1AS

* www.vvrias.com ¢
"BEST INSTITUTE FOR IIlSTITII‘I(',E rﬂl

s Email: vvrias@gmail.com 99993291 11

PHILOSOPHY...

UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND EXCELLENT GUIDANCE
by Dr. Ambuj Srivastava

To Strategies
PHILOSOPHY
Preparation
Inte(lj‘g%tion with
2021 AIR-2
Rank Holders SACHIﬁ SH%I?MA

_JUNE Watch Live Stream
[J youtube.com/vvrias

AIR-180
SHRISTI SINGH
T05:00 PM_

NEW BATCH STARTS ON 15 JUNE
25/8, OLD RAJINDER NAGAR, DELHI-60

India’s Leading Institute For

VoS
DIAS Civil Services Exam

S5 IN TOP 100 IN CSE 2021

=

G. SUDHIRREDDY  ANIKET
HIRDE
AIR 98

PHYSICS

All Batches of GS Foundation/Physics/Chemistry/Mathematics
commences from 13th June
ALL India Test & Discussion Series AITDS Commences From 19th June
Analytic Geometry by DP Vajpayee Sir
Batch starts from 13th June 4:30PM
Modern Algebra by Shukla Sir
Batch starts from 15th June 4:30PM
Guwahati Centre :SARALA COMPLEX,ANAND NAGAR, SIX MILES, GUWAHATI-22
CALL NOW:9350934622,9289124488

Website :www.diasindia.com
18,PUSA ROAD,KAROL BAGH,NEW DELHI -
Ph :011-40079000, 011-35581672

AYere

DIVYANSH
SINGH
AIR 49

CHEMISTRY

MOHIT
KASNIYA
AIR 61
PHYSICS

PULKIT

AIR 65
PHYSICS

AIR 69
CHEMISTRY

110005

BHOPAL

dies in the State.
Apart from the

AIMIM’s

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The All India Majlis-
Muslimeen (AIMIM) on Thursday
announced that the party would
be contesting seven municipal bo-

council of Khargone, a district

April, the party will field its candi-
dates in Indore, Bhopal, Jabalpur,
Burhanpur, Ratlam and Khand-
wa, said AIMIM national chief
Asaduddin Owaisi. The party is
banking on a significant Muslim
population in these areas.

Madhya
working president Naeem Ansari
was quoted as saying that while it

e-Ittehadul

that witnessed communal riots in

would field candidates for coun-
cillor posts in these elections, it
was also likely to field a mayoral
candidate for the municipal cor-
poration from Burhanpur.
However, the party’s Bhopal
unit chief Tahir Anwar said it

AIMIM enters poll fray in M.P.

Will contest elections in seven municipal bodies: party chief Owaisi

Congress on Thursday evening
announced the names of 15 mayo-
ral candidates.

On the party’s prospects of los-
ing minority votes to the AIMIM,
Madhya Pradesh Congress Media
Department president K.K. Mis-

municipal could field a mayoral candidate hra called the AIMIM the ‘B-team’
from Bhopal too. of the BJP. He said the Muslims of

the State are intelligent and would

Unlikely to make dent not become a puppet in the hands

Pradesh

In another

While Dr. Ansari said the AIMIM
was emerging as a third alterna-
tive in the State as the “people
were fed up with the BJP and the
Congress”, both the parties insist-
ed the AIMIM was unlikely to
make a major dent in the largely
bipolar politics of the State.

of the AIMIM.

Dismissing Congress’ allega-
tions, BJP spokesperson Pankaj
Chaturvedi said, “The Congress is
preparing excuses as it is going to
lose. The BJP is only banking on
development. And as far as elec-
tions are concerned, anyone is

development, the welcome to contest”.

HARVANA
TOURISM

Come, halidey with us |

structure,

TheDetails

more visitors year-round.

?‘,7— v
AT
S FEl

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

The Gowt. of Haryana wishes to redevelop the Surajkund Mela
Grounds in ling with international standards and also working
towards modernizing and redesigning  the existing  facilities and
It additionally proposes to conceptualize and add new
facilitics to enhance the scope of use through additional facilities in
order to retain Surajkund’s unique position and importance on the
international stage as well as tapping into the potential of attracting
ThisEOQl for a Design Competition to
formulate a Conceptual Design of world class standards is hereby
invited from professional Architecture Firms/Teams/Individua(s).
are available on the website of Harvana Tourism
Lewww haryanatourism.gov.in. Interested Applicants are requested
to email their proposal in PDF format to harvanatourismiglgmail com

Assam Ministry
expanded, some
portfolios reshuffled

A little more than a year after taking
charge, Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Thursday expanded his
Ministry by inducting two BJP MLAs into
it. There are now 16 Minsters in the State
Cabinet, including him, three short of the
maximum strength.

Governor Jagdish Mukhi administered
the oath of office and secrecy to two-time
Nalbari MLA Jayanta Malla Baruah and

and pmubaryanatourismigmail.comby 14.07.2022 il 17:00 PM.
The Managing Director, HaryanaTourism Corporation reserves the
right to consider/reject any or all the Eol without assigning any

first-timer Nandita Garlosa, who was
elected from the Haflong seat.

Portfolios allotted
Mr. Baruah, who was the Chief Minister’s
political secretary, was given the Tourism,

Public Health Engineering and Skill, Em-

rcason.
Issued by
1117/11/44/202810220/199/7 Managing Director
The Keral. Mln rals and M. Is L
KMML_.- The Kerala easad etals Ltd.

(An ISO 9001 ISO 14001 DHSAS 18001 & SA 8000 Certified L‘ampany)

sankaramangalam Chavara - 691 583 Kollam, Kerala, India,
Phone: +91-476-2651215 to 2651217. Fax : +91-0476-2680101.
Email: contact@kmml.com , URL:www.kmml.com

SHORT E-TENDER NOTICE
Competitive Tenders are invited for following. For more details please visit
the E-Tendering Portal : https://etenders.kerala.gov.in or www.kmml.com

o s etz e

ployment and Entrepreneurship portfo-
lios. Ms. Gorlosa was entrusted with the
portfolios of Power, Cooperation, Mines
and Minerals and Indigenous and Tribal
Faith and Cultural Department. Power
was earlier with Bimal Bora.

-

No Tender Id

Name of the Work

-

2022_KMML_493590_1

For fabrication and supply of Tickle Condenser

(Methanol Chiller)

The portfolios of a few other Ministers
were also reshuffled. They include Pari-

2 [ 2022_KMML_493647_1

For the supply of support Roller Assembly for

Roaster and Calciner-2 Nos

mal Suklabaidya, who was given Tran-
sport that was with Chandra Mohan Pa-

Chavara 09.06.2022

sd/-DGM

Tender No. HQMM/2037-21/1100000368/429
OPEN TENDER NOTICE

Mtl
Qur Products: Titanium Dioxide, Titanium Tetra Chloride, Nano Titanium, Titanium Sponge, Rutile, Zircon & Sillimanite

NMDC LIMITED
(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ENTERPRISE)
10-3-311/A, CASTLE HILLS, MASAB TANK, HYDERABAD-500 028
Telephone: 0091-40-23538710/770, 23538713 to 23538721,
Ext: 138/270/249, Email: csreddy@nmdc.co.in; bmkumar@nmdc.co.in
jpsingh@nmdc.co.in, CIN-L13100TG1958G0I001674

Online Tenders are invited through E-Procurement Mode for the following
equipment from reputed manufacturers directly or through their
accredited agents in India required for NMDC Ltd., BIOM, Bacheli
Complex & Kirandul Complex, Dantewada (Dist) of Chhattisgarh
(State) India.

tls) For The Kerala Minerals And Metals Ltd

Dated:09/06/2022

towary. The former’s Forest and
Environment portfolio went to the latter.
Among those left out was five-time MLA
Rupjyoti Kurmi, who represents the Mar-
iani Assembly seat and was hoping to get a
Cabinet berth. His chances were appa-
rently marred by “raids” by the CM’s Vigi-
lance Cell in connection with alleged mis-
utilisation of MLA funds in his
constituency from 2012 to 2022.

Description |Qty| Pre-Bid | Display of | Lastdate |Earnest
of Equipment |(No.)| meeting Tender & time for | Money
Documents | submission | Deposit
Period of offer in%
49KL/50KL
capacity water DRAFT:
sprinklers along 10-06-2022 TO ADVERTISE
with Operation TO
and Maintenance 22.06-2022 PLEASE CONTACT
Sparesfor6 | o5 22.06.2022 | 1N AL(Tent 26-07-2022 e
Years / 12,000 At 11.00AM | . | 2.30PM |500000/-
Hours whichever ative dates): Mr. N SELVA KUMAR
is earlier as per T
specifications
o otioned In 26-07-2022 PH: 9820350726
Annexure-II|

http://eprocure.gov.in

www.nmdc.co.in

X U P 29 B T

Complete Tender document is available in website
www.nmdc.co.in, www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome &

Any corrigendum to the above tender will be uploaded only on our
website www.nmdc.co.in and will not be published. Prospective
bidders should visit the above NMDC Limited website from time to
time to take note of corrigendum, if any.

For further details logon to Tender Section of our website:
Chief General Manager (Materials)
ST SRTET

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in
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PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the information genral public that we
Sarmukh Singh S/o0 Sh. Ratan Singh and
Balbir Kaur W/o Sarmukh Singh R/0 D-15,
Chattarpur Enclave, Phase-l, New Delhi-74,
disowned his son Jagtar Singh and his wife
Smt. Harpreet Kaur from all movable and
immovable properties withimmediate effect and
severed all relations anybody dealing with them
in any manner whatsoever will be doing so at
there own risk and responsibilities, me and my
family have nothing to do withit now.

BUSINESS OFFER

Are you Need Business Loan 2 Crore
to 100 Crore & Above Ct:7448738835

KeyNews+§ea

Current Affairs PreMains
Visit for Free Counseling

1:30rm

OFFLINE & ONLINE LIVE
Mitra’s IAS Opp. MetmsPaiIT:: 5.."’?’55 iiﬂ"ﬁ:;:f%h Delhi-05

8826469839/17986119414/455095909

JUNE

CISF (AIR-6 UPSC
CAPF 2012)

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, SUKHMAL Singh Jain lost origi-
nal Sale Deed No ~1861 & 8955 of
Municipal No 1166, Bara Dari Nawab
Wazir, Phatak Habash Khan, Delhi-
110006. Finder Will Be Rewarded,
Contact -9312210697.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the information General Public that |
am Darshan Singh S/o0 Late Sh. Chander|
Singh R/0 HNo.EN9, 37 Floor, Budh Nagar,
Inder Puri, New Delhi-l0012, disowned his
son Vivek Kumar and his friend Ms. Pooja
from all movable and immovable properties
with immediate effect and severed all relations
anybody dealing with her in any manner
whatsoever will be doing so at there own cost
risk and responsibilities, me and my family have
nothing to do withit now.
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MRS KAMALA NARASIMHAN

Age 82 passed away on
09.06.2022 at Chennai.
Funeral at 11.30 am on
10.06.2022 at Kilpauk
Residence at Kences Brindavan.

. Deeply mourned by
Mather Vijayalakshmi,
Daughter Rama Narasimhan,
Son-in-law V Narasimhan, Son
Rajesh Narasimhan, Daughter-
in-law, Vanitha Narasimhan,
Sister Sarala, Brother in law R
N Soni, Brother Kasturirangan,
Grandchildren Praghanth,
Pranav & Prahlad
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INTERVIEW | CHAUDHARY JAYANT SINGH

Need strong voices against climate of hate being spread’

The RLD chief says that during the BJP regime, terms of trade always remain against farmers and their produce

ANUJ KUMAR

In his first interview after being elected to the Rajya Sabha as
a joint candidate of the Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) and the Sa-
majwadi Party, Chaudhary Jayant Singh says he will bring
a private member Bill on Equal Opportunity Commission and
stand tall against the climate of hate. Edited excerpts:

How do you see the Rajya
Sabha membership?

m It is a matter of greater ho-
nour and privilege. I will re-
main consistent to issues
that I have been raising.

I firmly believe that there
is an agrarian crisis that
needs to be addressed. Also,
we need stronger voices
against the climate of hate
that is being propagated. We
need someone who should
stand for the constitutional
values and freedoms en-
shrined in the Constitution
and protect them.

Will you raise the demand
for an equal opportunity

CJI to write
autobiography
after retiring

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI

Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana has hinted at plans
to write his autobiography
post-retirement, with a
sizeable portion of it allo-
cated to his admiration for
and association with the
former Chief Minister of the
combined Telugu States,
the late N.T. Rama Rao. He
inaugurated the year-long
birth centenary celebra-
tions of NTR here.
Referring to those in the
political and legal spec-
trums identifying him as
‘NTR’s man’, Justice Rama-
na said he had always felt
proud of such a reference.

commission and caste
census?

m The government’s deci-
sions should be based on
analysis and data. On the one
hand, the BJP wants to en-
umerate outsiders but on the
other, it is denying a caste
census. A lot of demands for
quota go to higher judiciary
and there the government is
told that the decision making
has no basis.

One of my first tasks in
Parliament will be to raise
the demand for an equal op-
portunity or social justice
commission. The core argu-
ment is that in society, there
cannot be discrimination. I

am working on a private
member Bill to seek a consti-
tutional, forward-looking bo-
dy. The SC/ST, OBC commis-
sions are working in a
pigeon-holed manner and
have been reduced to redres-
sal platforms.

The proposed body could
mandate that every compa-
ny beyond a certain turnover
would be required to provide
data so that the consumer
would also know that the
product he is buying is hiring
people from rural back-
ground or not. State govern-
ments are saying domicile
should be the basis of quota.
I don’t agree with it but it
shows there is resentment in
the local communities of not
being represented in the
private sector.

What were the takeaways
from farmers’ agitation?

m There were green shoots.

Tying the knot: Actor Nayanthara and film director Vignesh
Shivan during their wedding in Chennai on Thursday. =p1i
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decisions should be
based on analysis and
data. On one hand, the BJP
wants to enumerate
outsiders but on the other,
it is denying a caste census

One is that solidarity across a
wide region was achieved
and farmers expressed
themselves in a vibrant man-
ner on social media. Till the
farmers’ agitation, the per-
ception was that nobody
could take on the BJP on so-
cial media.

During the agitation, or-

dinary people and farmers
became influencers and ulti-
mately the government had
to realise that the movement
was correct in its core de-
mands. We have to wait and
watch for the long term im-
pact on Indian polity.

With hindsight, how do you
see the political ambition of
farmer leaders and the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha’s
stand on participation in
electoral politics?

m I respect the SKM’s deci-
sion but I don’t understand
it. We feel that farmers are
under-represented in Indian
politics. Everything is not
about contesting elections
but if somebody in our ranks
has a political ambition, it
should not be considered
negative.

Recently, you changed your
Twitter surname to Bishnoi.

Is it a political move for the
coming Rajasthan polls?

m The birth anniversary of
my mother, a Bishnoi, falls in
June. Also, my cousin said
because of a gangster (Law-
rence Bishnoi,) the entire
community is being tar-
nished. This is the only com-
munity in the country that
stands for ecological sustain-
ability, environment and cli-
mate change. If they are feel-
ing threatened, we should
support. So, I have changed
my Twitter handle for a
month. More than politics, it
is about providing moral
leadership.

Is there a possibility to go
with the BJP?

m There is always some
shared ground. We all have
faith on the Constitution.
(Full interview on
bit.ly/RLDSingh)

Cong. appeal for ‘conscience
vote’ triggers row in Karnataka

Siddaramaiah writes to JD(S) legislators seeking support

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

While the Congress and the
Janata Dal(S) are involved in a
bitter duel over fielding their
candidate for election to the
fourth Rajya Sabha seat from
Karnataka, Leader of the Op-
position Siddaramaiah on
Thursday wrote an open let-
ter to JD(S) members, re-
questing them to cast “con-
science vote” in favour of the
Congress candidate, trigger-
ing an angry reaction from JD

S) leader H.D.
Kumaraswamy.
“The victory of our second

Sid’daramaiah

candidate, Mansoor Ali Khan,
will be the victory of the secu-
lar ideology that the Congress
and the JD(S) believe in. It is
our responsibility to lend our
voice to the conscience of the
people. The victory of Mr.

Governor inaugurates temple at Amaravati

Srivari temple in
Jammu will be
ready in 6 months:
TTD chairman

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Governor
Biswa Bhusan Harichandan
on Thursday inaugurated Sri
Venkateswara Swamy tem-
ple at Venkatapalem village
in Capital Amaravati by un-
veiling the plaque at the
temple.

Endowments Minister
Kottu Satyanarayana, Tiru-
mala Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD) Chairman Y.V. Subba
Reddy and TTD priests wel-
comed him. Visakha Sarada
Peetam seer Swaroopanan-
denra Swamy was also pre-
sent. Chief Minister Y.S. Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy, who was
supposed to attend the func-
tion as one of the chief
guests, did not turn up. The
officials did not cite any rea-

Governor Biswa Bhushan Harlchandan at the inauguration
of Sri Venkateswara Swamy temple at Amaravati.

son for his absence.

On the occasion, Mr. Sub-
ba Reddy said that the TTD
had launched the novel pro-
gramme to build Srivari tem-
ples from Kashmir to Kanya-
kumari as part of its noble
mission, protection and pro-
pagation of Sanatana Hindu
Dharma. Recently Sri Venka-
teswara temples were inaug-
urated at Bhubaneswar and
Visakhapatnam. The Amara-

vati temple was built at a cost
of %31 crore in two years. Si-
milarly Srivari temple in Jam-
mu would be ready in six
months’ time, he said.

Temples in remote areas
Mr. Subba Reddy said that
under the SRIVANI Trust
programme, 500 Srivari
temples had been built in re-
mote areas of tribal, fisher-
men and weaker sections,

Tirumala temple to get
two new golden thrones

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TIRUMALA

The Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) has
resolved to make ready two
gold ‘simhasanams’
(thrones) for use at the
temple of Lord
Venkateswara here at a cost
of 3.61 crore.

and plans were getting ready
for building 1,300 temples in
the next two years.

Mr. Satyanarayana said
devotees who could not af-
ford to travel to Tirumala
could seek blessings of Sri
Venkateshwara at Amaravati
Sri Venkateswara Swamy
temple.

The Maha Samproksha-
nam fete for the newly con-
structed temple was held

70 elephants died in Karnataka in 2021

Of these, 15 have been attributed to unnatural causes which spotlight conflict

R. KRISHNA KUMAR

MYSURU

Karnataka, which harbours
around 6,000 elephants in
the wild as per the 2017 cen-
sus, has lost 70 of them due
to various reasons in 2021.

Of these, 15 were attribut-
ed to unnatural causes, in-
cluding 10 due to electrocu-
tion. One elephant was killed
in a train accident, another
was shot, one elephant died
due to injuries caused by
snares while the cause of
death was not ascertained in
one case. The remaining
were classified as death due
to natural causes.

This is evident in the mor-
tality details of elephants in
the State that has been
uploaded by the Forest De-
partment.

While the deaths due to
natural causes are not reck-
oned to be worrying given

CcM
K

Protecting jumbos: Karnataka harbours nearly 6,000

elephants as per the 2017 census.

the elephant population
range in the State, the deaths
due to electrocution alone
underlines the prevailing hu-
man-elephant conflict in the
State. In Karnataka, ele-
phants are mainly found in
the southern parts and 36 of
them have died in Chamara-
janagar circle, while there

»
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were 12 deaths in Mysuru, 10
in Kodagu, seven in Bengalu-
ru, four in Hassan, and one
in Chikkamagaluru circle,
according to authorities.
Saswathi Mishra, Addi-
tional Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests (Wildlife)
and in charge of Project Ele-
phant, said the mortality fi-

gures were normal given the
elephant population range
and the deaths owing to nat-
ural causes were mainly due
to old age, infection or inju-
ries incurred during
infighting.

“But as far as 15 unnatural
deaths are concerned 10 are
due to electrocution, and
even here one cannot infer
that the elephants were tar-
geted because the illegally
powered fences installed by
the farmers were meant to
prevent wild boars though
elephants do die in the pro-
cess. But very few were in-
tended to kill elephants,”
said Ms. Sashwathi Mishra.

On whether the installa-
tion of rail barricades had
helped reduce conflict and
elephant deaths due to elec-
trocution or other causes,
she said it was yet to be stu-
died from that perspective.

The new thrones will be
used in the ‘Kalyanotsavam’,
aritual observed every day
in the temple. Both the
existing ones are reaching a
state of dilapidation. Pure
gold is likely to be used for
making them in addition to
380 kg of copper sheets and
28 kg of brass sheets.

with religious fervour in the
auspicious Mithuna Lagnam
between 7.50 a.m. and 8.10
a.m. Rituals like Punyahava-
chanam, Kumbh Aradhana,
Nivedana, Maha Purnahuti,
Vimana Gopuram Kalasa
Avahanam, etc., were also
performed. Prana Pratistha,
Brahma Ghosha, Veda Sat-
tumora were conducted. It
followed Dwajarohanam bet-
ween 10.30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Khan will be the victory of
the secular ideology and not
that of any one party,” he said
in the letter.

Mr. Kumaraswamy said the
letter seeking JD(S) legisla-
tors’ support was “shame-
less”, and accused Mr. Sidda-
ramaiah of helping the BJP
win the third seat also. “How
can he write a letter to our le-
gislators after calling us the B
team of the BJP? Did the JD(S)
suddenly become secular to
him now? The Rajya Sabha
results will show who is the B
team of the BJP. All our legis-
lators are together.”

- ‘Bishnoi gang delivered
letter to Salim Khan'

Suspect revealed info during probe

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI/PUNE

Three members of the Law-
rence Bishnoi gang deli-
vered a letter threatening
Bollywood actor Salman
Khan and his father, writer
Salim Khan, the police
claimed on Thursday.

‘Mahakal’ alias Siddhesh
alias Saurabh Kamble (20),
an alleged member of the
Bishnoi gang, which is also
suspected to be involved in
the singer Sidhu Moosewala
murder case, made this re-
velation during interroga-
tion, they said.

Mumbai Police's crime
branch questioned Kamble
in Pune on Thursday. Be-
sides, he was also grilled by
the Delhi Police's Special
Cell in connection with
Moosewala's murder, while
a Punjab police team has al-
so landed in Pune to ques-
tion him in the same case.

‘Mahakal’ was arrested by
Pune police earlier this

week.

He allegedly told investi-
gators that three members
of the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang came from Jalour in
Rajasthan and one of them
placed the letter on a bench
in Bandra Bandstand area
where Salim Khan, noted
screenplay writer and Sal-
man’s father, was sitting af-
ter his morning walk on
Sunday.

The letter threatened that
Salman Khan and his father
will soon meet Moosewala’s
fate.

A team of Mumbeai Polic-
e’s crime branch, led by De-
puty Commissioner of Pol-
ice Sangramsinh Nishandar,
interrogated Kamble.

The Delhi police on Wed-
nesday had said that gang-
ster Lawrence Bishnoi, cur-
rently in their custody, was
the mastermind behind the
last month’s murder of Moo-
sewala, a popular Punjabi
singer and Congress leader.

CBI moves Interpol in

Moosewala murder case
Push for Red Notice against Goldy Brar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) said on Thurs-
day that it had received the
Punjab Police’s proposal for
issuing Interpol Red Notice
against Canada-based Satin-
derjeet Singh, aka Goldy
Brar, who claimed responsi-
bility for the murder of sin-
ger and rapper Sidhu Moose-
wala a day after the incident
on May 29.

The CBI said the proposal
came from the Punjab Polic-
e’s Bureau of Investigation at
12.25 p.m. on May 30
through e-mail. A copy of the
letter dated May 19 was at-

tached. Also a hard copy of
the same proposal was re-
ceived by the agency’s Inter-
national Police Cooperation
Unit (IPCU) the same day.

After determining that the
proposal had all the required
details, the proposal was for-
warded to the Interpol Head-
quarters in France’s Lyon on
June 2, said the agency in a
statement.

The proposal related to
two cases registered by the
Punjab police in 2020 and
2021. In both the cases, the
police had got open warrants
issued against Brar. They had
also filed a chargesheet a few
months ago, said an official.

BJP leaders inspect national
executive meet venue

Party to hold two-day brainstorming sessions at Hyderabad

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD
The BJP leaders led by na-
tional general secretary Ta-
run Chugh, organising se-
cretary B.L. Santosh and
others have been holding
day-long brainstorming ses-
sions in the last two days to
plan for the proposed na-
tional executive meeting to
be held in Hyderabad at
HICC-Novotel on July 2 & 3.
Telangana party presi-
dent Bandi Sanjay Kumar
and many others trooped to
the proposed venue.
Representatives of the
convention hall and hotel
took them around where the
meeting place, exclusive
lounges for the VVIPs like
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shah and many others, din-
ing area and other details

BJP leaders led by Tarun Chugh, B.L.Santosh and others visit
the Novotel in Hyderabad on Thursday. =nacArA GopaL

were discussed. The party is
said to have reserved more
than 200 rooms in the hotel
for the meeting in which the
Chief Ministers of all the BJP-
ruled States will also be pre-
sent to discuss the strategy
for the key State Assembly
elections to Gujarat, Hima-

chal Pradesh, and the forth-
coming President and Vice-
President elections.

The choice of Hyderabad
as the venue comes in the
backdrop of party leader-
ship wanting to make Telan-
gana as its next big foray into
the south after Karnataka.

Content, not language, is king in Kerala cinemas

Success of movies of various tongues in State attributed to good story and script

G. KRISHNAKUMAR
KOCHI

Movies in Tamil, Telugu, and
Kannada are keeping the
cash registers ringing for ci-
nemas in Kerala.

Popular actor Kamal Haa-
san’s Vikram has grossed ov-
er 18 crore in the first week
of its release across theatres
in the State, according to es-
timates by the Film Exhibi-
tors’ United Organisation of
Kerala (FEUOK). The film by
Lokesh Kanagaraj continued
the golden run at the box of-
fice, with occupancy above
90% in most of the cinemas
even on weekdays.

Grand opening

“Vikram had a grand open-
ing. The movie earned a
gross collection of about 15
crore by the third day itself.
Movies in languages that in-
clude Tamil, Kannada, and

Blockbuster hits: Poster of the Tamil movie Vikram at a movie
theatre in Kochion Thursday. sTHuLASI KAKKAT

Telugu are helping the cine-
mas in Kerala make a come-
back after being hit badly by
the pandemic,” says K. Vi-
jayakumar, president of
FEUOK. “Going by the excel-

lent feedback, Vikram is ex-
pected to earn about 335 to
%40 crore from Kerala
alone,” he adds. The block-
buster movie KGF:Chapter 2
and S.S. Rajamouli’s RRR too

»

had a fantastic run in
theatres in the State. “While
the Kerala gross collection of
KGF:Chapter 2 was about
350 crore, RRR managed to
earn about ¥30 crore. Even a
movie like Beast, which
could not rise up to the ex-
pectations of the fans, could
get a share of about 35 crore
on the opening day,” says Mr.
Vijayakumar.

P.V. Basheer Ahamed, pre-
sident of the Kerala Film Ex-
hibitors’ Federation, attri-
butes the overwhelming
success of other language
movies to excellent content.
“The success is not owing to
the huge fan base of some of
the superstars alone. People
are appreciating new and re-
freshing content,” he says.
Mr. Ahamed says there is a
growing demand for action-
thriller movies among hard-
core movie buffs in the State.
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Messy battle

The tug of war between the L-G and the CM is
a barrier to Delhi’s development ambitions

he turf battle between the Lieutenant-Governor
T (L-G) appointed by the Centre and the elected go-
vernment of Delhi has a long and noisy history.
The recently appointed L-G, Vinai Kumar Saxena, has,
through his disruptive enthusiasm to meddle in the day-
to-day governance in Delhi, set the cat among the pige-
ons. Unlike his predecessors, Najeeb Jung and Anil Bai-
jal, who too were at loggerheads with the elected go-
vernment of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), Mr. Saxena is
a politician close to the BJP top brass. AAP has accused
the L-G of undermining “constitutional sanctity” by
having called a meeting of Delhi Jal Board officials on
May 30 and issuing directions bypassing the Council of
Ministers and the Chief Minister. The constitutional de-
sign of governance in Delhi itself is a consuming dispute
that is being litigated in the Supreme Court. The Consti-
tution gives the Centre control over three subjects —
land, public order, and police. However, over the years,
the Narendra Modi government has expanded the L-G’s
powers, including through an amendment to the Go-
vernment of National Capital Territory of Delhi Act that
the AAP government challenged in court last year.
Through these amendments, the Centre reorganised
the powers and responsibilities of the Delhi Legislative
Assembly and the L-G, in favour of the latter. In the new
law, “government” referred to in any law made by the
Legislative Assembly will imply Lieutenant Governor
(L-G), curtailing the powers of the elected government.
AAP has emerged as a thorn in the side of the BJP that
is the dominant pole of the country’s politics, barely
challenged in many regions. The tussle between the
Delhi government and the L-G has to be understood
from this perspective. The Centre has been persistent
in its attempts to rein in AAP that has been trying to pro-
pagate its governance model in the Capital as a propel-
lant of its national ambitions. While the BJP appears to
be willing to go to any length to clip the wings of AAP,
the latter’s loud protests are less on questions of princi-
ple than its own political calculations. AAP had cheered
the Centre’s unilateral move that robbed Jammu and
Kashmir of its statehood and special status in 2019. Del-
hi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s grievances against
the L-G are not unfounded, but he himself contributes
to the stand-off as his politics compels him to be in con-
stant combat with the BJP. Despite pronouncements by
the L-G and the CM to work in tandem, their relation-
ship has nosedived to new lows. Their long-drawn tug
of war is a needless barrier to the capital city’s develop-
ment ambitions. Until the Court brings clarity on all is-
sues of division of powers between the L-G and the CM,
both would be well advised to work with mutual res-
pect and accommodation.

Ties reset

India and Iran need to rebuild their ties
affected adversely by recent global events

ranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian’s
Iﬁrst visit to India this week has many implications

for bilateral relations, but it is the multilateral con-
text and timing that stand out. This is the first visit by a
member of the 57-member Organisation for Islamic
Cooperation, which took offence to comments made in
India on the Prophet. The controversy has oversha-
dowed India’s other diplomatic engagements. As a re-
sult, his visit was an opportunity for New Delhi to pro-
ject that it has successfully assuaged the Islamic world
with the actions of the ruling BJP against its spokesper-
sons. For New Delhi, which always seeks to run a ba-
lance in ties between the two rivals, the Iranian visit
comes a week after that of Israeli Defence Minister Ben-
ny Gantz. It also coincides with the meeting of the
Board of Governors of the IAEA in Vienna, which has
passed strictures against Iran for its nuclear pro-
gramme. For Mr. Abollahaian, the visit would be por-
trayed as a show of support from a powerful country. In
addition, Iran and India discussed the situation in Af-
ghanistan under the Taliban, just days after an Indian
envoy made the first outreach to Kabul. To this end, In-
dia and Iran have discussed further operationalising
the Chabahar port, where goods to Afghanistan were
sent before the government in Kabul fell last year. Final-
ly, against the backdrop of the Russian war in Ukraine,
and western sanctions, Iran has also been keen to con-
vince New Delhi to restore its crude oil purchases,
which it cancelled in 2019, after threats of U.S. sanc-
tions. While there was no public statement on the mat-
ter during the official part of the visit, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar’s statement was significant — he
called for the U.S. and Europe to allow Iranian and Ve-
nezuelan oil back into the international market if they
want India to lower Russian oil imports, accusing the
West of “squeezing” all alternative sources for India.

On the bilateral front too, India and Iran have catch-

Reflections on the futures of Karnataka’s pasts

The State has rich resources to begin a conversation on co-operation and conflict, and syncretism and dogmatism

JANAKI NAIR

he battle for and about Kar-
Tnataka’s pasts (and present)

has eclipsed all other press-
ing issues related to the crippling
learning deficit of the two CO-
VID-19 years, the devastating ef-
fects on the economy, the urgency
of dealing with the gravest health
crisis of the recent past, and the
looming threat of climate change.
The battle is being fought on two
levels: assorted groups of majori-
tarian mobs, religious heads, wri-
ters, and politicians are ‘reclaim-
ing’ historical sites and structures.
The principle that is emerging is
an adaptation of ‘Show me the
person, and I will show you the
law’. It is “show me a Muslim
structure and I will find you a ‘Hin-
du’ past”.

Claims and demands

Just as the word ‘encounter’ be-
came synonymous with unlawful
killings of suspects by police, the
word ‘survey’ has entered our lex-
icon carrying the pernicious
threat of demolition. Not only has
a claim now been made on Masjid-
e-Ala in Srirangapatnam, con-
structed by Tipu in 1786-87, but
Lingayat mathadishas of northern
Karnataka have now petitioned
Karnataka Chief Minister B.S.
Bommai to conduct a ‘survey’ of
the Peer Pasha Bangla in Basavaka-
lyan in Bidar district, claiming it is
the seat of the original anubhava
mantapa of the 12th century con-
vened by Basaveshwara.

Likewise, a ‘survey’ has been
demanded of the Assayed Adbulla-
hil Madani mosque at Malali, Man-
galuru, to establish its ‘Hindu’ ori-
gins. The Chief Minister has shown
his willingness to concede these
demands.

The second level of the battle
has appeared in the form of the re-
cently ‘rewritten’ textbooks, relat-
ed to social sciences and Kannada.
Here too, the principal goal is a
control of the narrative of the Kar-
nataka past, and an erasure of re-
cent achievements (e.g. Karnata-
ka’s hard fought and won struggles
for social justice in the last five de-
cades). It need not surprise us that
the demand for textbook rewriting
was first triggered by the ‘belea-
gured’ Brahmin (represented by
the Karnataka State Brahmin De-
velopment Board). The Rohit
Chakrathirtha committee has
obliged by replacing certain texts
and authors, and rewriting parts
of the social science books to undo
the ‘hurt sentiment’. But unlike
the Muslim structures which have
been targeted for attack, for which
there can now only be an appeal to
the law, the textbook revisions
have seen an unanticipated range
of responses that the Bommai go-
vernment will not be able to so ti-
dily resolve.

Eroding inclusivity

There is an anguished cry from
writers such as Devanur Mahade-
va, who represents the most inno-
vative and complex in Kannada
writing, that they be dropped from
the new textbooks. Six other wri-
ters have followed suit. They will
not resort to book burning or tear-
ing to make their point, but have
made dignified pleas to be
dropped from a text which now
features K.B. Hedgewar’s speech
translated into Kannada as ‘Nijava-
da Adarsha Purusha Yaaragabeku?
(Who should be an ideal role mo-
del’). What is their objection? Not
just to the fact that a translation, of
a rather preachy speech, has been
chosen over other fine and
thoughtful original pieces of Kan-
nada literature. Their objection is
also to the homogeneity of the
newly included authors, which un-
does the achievements of the
more inclusive Kannada literary
sphere over the last five decades.
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Objections to the ‘rewriting’ of
the history sections have also been
rich and varied. For one, a leading
mathadisha, Panditaradhya Swa-
mi of Sanehalli, well known for his
own support of, and interest in,
theatre and literature, has object-
ed to the new portrayal of Basava
as a ‘reformer’ of an existing Veer-
saivism, rather than as the founder
of the Lingayat religion that repre-
sented opposition to the Brahmin-
ical order and its practices. The
long-standing battle on Lingayat-
\Veerasaiva origins had culminat-
ed in the demand for a separate re-
ligion in 2017, a movement that
was successfully snuffed out by the
Union government. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and the then
Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa al-
so began the parallel task of coher-
ing Basava’s Anubhava Mantapa
(which is being redeveloped) to
‘Sanatana Pragatipara’, a progres-
sive Hinduism. There was only a
weak outcry among Karnataka
writers and intellectuals at the
time. Do Panditaradhya Swami’s
objections now represent possible
fissures between orange and saf-
fron in Karnataka?

Not quite. Perhaps as a balanc-
ing act, Education Minister B.C.
Nagesh was seen respectfully pre-
senting copies of the new text-
books to the head of the powerful
Adi Chunchungiri (Vokkaliga)
matha, Nirmalananda Swamiji, for
his approval. This followed Vokka-
liga outrage against Chakrtirtha’s
disrespectful take on the State

poet Kuvempu’s nada geethe (now
the State song). Kuvempu, a Jnan-
pith Award winning litterateur, has
been ‘owned’ by the Vokkaligas,
for some time now.

Questions and interpretation
What then is the future of Karnata-
ka’s heritage? At a time when in-
formation is freely and abundantly
available, can the textbook be a
purveyor of information alone? At
a time when chaos and disruption
are our lot, should students not be
taught the rudiments of a histori-
cal temper instead? That history is
neither about celebrating the glo-
ry of (mostly) heroes, or avenging
real and imagined ‘historical
wounds’ but an argument about
the past, based on thoughtful and
critical interpretation of facts? At
the same time, do those who have
been denied a past — tribals, wo-
men, Dalits — not deserve to inter-
pret a historical method that has
excluded them?

I use the word interpretation
deliberately since all arguments
for textbook change have empha-
sised ‘true facts’. Thus, even those
who vilify Tipu Sultan, Chakratir-
tha included, have to admit that he
made donations to, and is remem-
bered for, his protection of the
Sringeri matha from Maratha ma-
rauders. Our children deserve to
know how to interpret such facts,
alongside the more troubling lega-
cies of his reign. First, all of the In-
dian past is not about religious
clashes between ‘Hinduism’ and
Islam. A lot else was happening:
our students need to know why Ti-
pu is acknowledged as a restless
moderniser, why he was consi-
dered among the most valiant of
18th century rulers who fought the
British, but also when and how he
was turned into a ‘tyrant’. What
does the rich symbolism of Tipu’s
court — his obsessive use of the tig-
er stripe for instance — and indeed
his adoption of Persian as the offi-
cial language tell us about the
quest for legitimacy? What does
his collection of books tell us?

What do we make of the techno-
logical innovations of his time?
They also need to know why he is
remembered as responsible for
conversions, and oppression, par-
ticularly of his enemies. Why did
he support some non-Muslim reli-
gious people and institutions and
not others? All this involves histor-
ical thinking, not imbibing of
‘facts’ that produce either pride or
hatred.

Second, if we must talk about
religious clashes in the past, let us
be all inclusive, and talk about the
bloody clashes between Saivas,
Veerasaivas, and Jains, especially
in the medieval period. For this,
there is interesting material and
literary evidence. Hero Stones (vi-
ra kallu) at Haveri, for example,
and the reliefs and inscriptions on
the Someshwara temple there,
clearly depict the vanquishing of
the Jains and destruction of Jain
temples by the Veerasaivas. At oth-
er times, Jain temples were simply
taken over and reused as Veerasai-
va shrines. The countryside is re-
plete with such examples.

Karnataka has valuable resourc-
es with which to begin this conver-
sation among students, teaching
them to think about both co-oper-
ation and conflict, syncretism and
dogmatism, in the past, as much
as in our present. And yes, religion
is, as the well-known historian Ra-
najit Guha noted, among the rich-
est archives in India. Should we
squander these resources to
uphold some impoverished idea
of religious nationalism? Instead,
we need to ask, like the education-
ist Krishna Kumar: is there a way
of being Indian that is not national-
ist, not producing pride, envy or
hatred, but understanding and in-
clusivity, and tolerance for diffe-
rence? I believe Karnataka’s rich
heritage offers this unique oppor-
tunity for both truth and
reconciliation.

Janaki Nair was Professor at the Centre for
Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University until retirement in 2020

An enduring agreement bridging India-Pakistan ties

Despite differences, the Indus Waters Treaty is one of most effective examples of water management in the world

MUKESH KUMAR SRIVASTAVA

he Indus Waters Treaty
T(IWT) is an established wa-
ter-distribution treaty bet-
ween India and Pakistan to use wa-
ter in the Indus and its tributaries.
In the words of former U.S. Presi-
dent Dwight Eisenhower, the trea-
ty has since its existence in 1960,
served as “one bright spot ... in a
very depressing world picture that
we see so often”, resolving the
long-standing differences between
India and Pakistan since Partition.
Following the 118th meeting of
the Permanent Indus Commission
(PIC) comprising the Indus Com-
missioners of India and Pakistan
held on May 30-31, 2022 in New
Delhi, it is important to reflect on
the struggles and the high stakes
that the two countries have expe-
rienced to ensure a long-lasting
treaty on the one hand and the les-
sons that can be drawn to address
multiple concerns pending in the
region on the other.

Struggles and stakes

After years of arduous negotia-
tions, the Indus Waters Treaty was
signed in Karachi on September
19, 1960, by then Indian Prime Mi-
nister Jawaharlal Nehru and then
Pakistani President Ayub Khan,
negotiated by the World Bank. The
treaty establishes a cooperative
mechanism for exchanging infor-
mation between the two countries
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regarding the use of the western
rivers (Indus, Jhelum, Chenab) al-
located to Pakistan and the east-
ern rivers (Ravi, Beas, Sutlej) allo-
cated to India. However, the treaty
also underlines provisions allow-
ing each country to use the rivers
allocated to the other for certain
purposes such as irrigation and
hydroelectricity. The Permanent
Indus Commission, which has a
commissioner from each country,
oversees the cooperative mechan-
ism and ensures that the two
countries meet annually (alter-
nately in India and Pakistan) to
discuss myriad issues emerging
from the treaty. This year, the
commission met twice, in March
in Islamabad, Pakistan, and then
in New Delhi, in May.

Some differences

India-Pakistan relations have most
often been embroiled in the high
politics of the region’s history re-
sulting in a political stalemate bet-
ween the two countries. It is a rare
feat that despite the many lows in
India-Pakistan relations, talks un-
der the treaty have been held on a
regular basis.

Nonetheless, throughout its ex-
istence, there have been many oc-
casions during which differences
between the two countries were
discernible. For instance, both
countries held different positions
when Pakistan raised objections
regarding the technical design fea-
tures of the Kishanganga (330 me-
gawatts) and Ratle (850 mega-
watts) hydroelectric power plants
located on the tributaries of the
Jhelum and the Chenab, respec-
tively, designated as “Western Riv-
ers”. However, under Articles III
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and VII of the treaty, India is per-
mitted to construct hydroelectric
power facilities on these rivers
(subject to constraints specified in
Annexures to the Treaty).

Differences were also discerni-
ble when Pakistan approached the
World Bank to facilitate the setting
up of a court of arbitration to ad-
dress the concerns related to these
two projects referred to in Article
IX Clause 5 of the treaty, and when
India requested the appointment
of a Neutral Expert referent to
Clause 2.1 of Article IX on the set-
tlement of differences and dispute
of the treaty, respectively. Dis-
agreements continued on the is-
sue with many meetings brokered
by the World Bank to resolve their
disagreements. But it was without
any success.

Eventually, on March 31, 2022,
the World Bank, in view of the dif-
ferences, decided to resume two
separate processes by appointing
a neutral expert and a chairman
for the court of arbitration. Ho-
wever, the two parties have not
been able to find an acceptable so-
lution. The appointment of a neu-
tral expert will find precedence to
address the differences since un-
der Article IX Clause 6 of the treaty
provisions, Arbitration ‘shall not
apply to any difference while it is

being dealt with by a Neutral Exp-
ert’. Therefore, the two separate
processes are more likely to gener-
ate  technical and legal
repercussions.

Similarly, Pakistan, invoking Ar-
ticle VII Clause 2 on future cooper-
ation, raised objections on the
construction and technical de-
signs of the Pakal Dul and Lower
Kalnai hydropower plants located
on Marusudar river, a tributary of
the Chenab, in Kishtwar district of
Jammu and Kashmir. The 117th and
the 118th meetings of the Perma-
nent Indus Commission held this
year deliberated this issue. Here,
India has assured Pakistan that all
the concerned projects are treaty
compliant.

Similarly, India has raised con-
cerns on issues such as Pakistan’s
blockade of the Fazilka drain,
which resulted in water contami-
nation in the border areas, refe-
rent to Article II Clause 3 and Arti-
cle IV Clause 4 and 6 of the treaty.
During the 117th bilateral meeting
in March, Pakistan assured India
of all possible actions to ensure the
free flow of the Fazilka drain into
the Sutlej.

Notwithstanding the differenc-
es, both countries have so far en-
deavoured to amicably address all
such issues with both sides assur-
ing to implement the treaty in let-
ter and spirit.

Lessons from the treaty

Although there are many out-
standing issues, the treaty is im-
portant and many lessons can be
drawn. The treaty is an illustration
of a long-standing engagement
between the conflicting nations
that has stood the vagaries of time.

It has withstood tensions, includ-
ing conflict, providing a frame-
work for cooperation. The treaty,
therefore, is considered one of the
oldest and the most effective ex-
amples of water management
cooperation in the region and the
world. The 118th bilateral meeting
corroborates its effectiveness.

With the exception of differenc-
es on a few pending issues, both
countries have avoided any ac-
tions resulting in the aggravation
of the conflict or acted in a man-
ner causing conflict to resurface.
The recent bilateral meeting
points to mutual respect, commu-
nication and a sharing of informa-
tion, despite differences.

Potential for cooperation
The treaty can serve as an edifice
to address the challenges of cli-
mate change. Recognising com-
mon interests and mutual bene-
fits, India and Pakistan can
undertake joint research on the
rivers to study the impact of cli-
mate change for ‘future coopera-
tion’ (underlined in Article VII).
The Indus Waters Treaty also
offers great potential for coopera-
tion and development in the sub-
continent which can go a long way
in ensuring peace and stability. Gi-
ven that both India and Pakistan
have been committed to manage
the rivers in a responsible manner,
the Treaty can be a reference
point to resolve other water-relat-
ed issues in the region through
regular dialogue and interaction.

Mulkesh Kumar Srivastava is Senior
Consultant, Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR), New Delhi. The views
expressed are personal
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is a result of supply shocks,
mostly related to food
items. The basic question
then is will making money a
little dearer remedy the
supply shocks experienced
in daily life and in meeting

continuing to take
monetary measures, the
impact of which it is not
sure of, or which can even
be counterproductive.

P. MANGALACHANDRAN,
‘West Ponniam, Kannur, Kerala

Mumbai

daily necessities? There is
very little connection
between the two. Two, will
not a higher lending rate
lead to increased cost of

m Facing fire as a result of
galloping inflation, the
Government has no other
option but to sacrifice

be seen. Food inflation is
most worrying as it has put
even the most basic items
out of the reach for many.
ANTHONY HENRIQUES,

expenditure.

Dr. D.V.G. SANKARARAO,
Nellimarla, Andhra Pradesh
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game seems to be back. Such
steps would have another
effect; making EMIs of home
loans and other personal
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is largely the consequence of
a disrupted supply chain.
The Government should
increase its public

India has had to bow its head
in shame following obtuse
remarks made by certain

It is time right thinking

divide-and-rule policy
practised by the ruling

news anchors on television
hardly moderate debates,
leading to fiery remarks, in
turn adding to the problem.

people realise that there is a
grave situation that prevails
in the country due to the

dispensation. One hopes that
people will exercise caution
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Social distancing and mask
wearing have gone for a toss.
However, with warnings of
rising COVID-19 cases in
some parts of India as a
result of a spurt in travel, it is
imperative that health
protocols return. As a
traveller, I find many
precautions being ignored.

AANYA SINGHAL,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh
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NOTEBOOK

Itis ad hoc, hurts farmers’ incomes, and may not

impact inflation much

Over the last month, the govern-
ment has banned the export of
wheat and imposed quantitative
restrictions on outbound sugar
shipments. The wheat export ban
came within days of a push to en-
hance India’s wheat supplies to the
rest of the world after Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. This is a time of
persistently high inflation, spurred
by rising food and fuel prices, and
there are concerns about a lower
yield this year due to intensive heat
waves. The government has argued
that farmers have not lost out due to
the ban as most had already sold
their produce this season. In a dis-
cussion moderated by Vikas
Dhoot, S. Mahendra Dev and Hi-
manshu consider the efficacy of
these curbs. Edited excerpts:

What do the export curbs mean
for reining in inflation and
addressing India’s food
security concerns?

Himanshu: I don’t think the export
ban is going to help much with infla-
tion as the procurement season for
the wheat crop is more or less over. I
don’t think it is going to keep the
prices down or help the govern-
ment to procure and prepare better
for food security.

My objection to the ban has not
been on the policy of export curbs
per se — almost 30 countries have
done the same, and countries
should have a sovereign right to de-
cide what is the right time to curb
exports. My problem is with a kind
of ad-hocism or muddled policy-
making. And this is not the first
time, which makes it more worry-
ing. This has been going on for the
last two decades — there is no plan-
ning on how to manage the trade
policy for agriculture products or
even other products. Look at it: on
May 12, there was an official press
release about sending delegations
to nine countries to explore wheat
export opportunities. And then on
May 13, there was an export ban.
That’s not the right way of looking at
it. Through April, officials went to
the U.S., talked to President Joe Bi-
den, and the Finance and Com-
merce Ministers were saying, ‘If not
for the WTO [World Trade Organiza-
tion], we will be feeding the entire
world’. And then suddenly within a
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In the world of global diplomacy, embarrassments,
gaffes, and ‘diplomatic incidents’ are par for the course
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month, the government says, ‘No
no, we don’t have enough for ex-
ports.’ This gives a wrong signal to
domestic farmers as well as traders.
It is certainly not good for food se-
curity because whatever damage
was supposed to happen has alrea-
dy happened. The government has
not been able to procure whatever
is required for managing its food se-
curity apparatus.

Did circumstances change
significantly between April and
May with the wheat crop
estimates being downgraded?
Or even between May 12 and
May 13, when India went from
being an aspiring wheat
exporter to the world to
banning exports completely?

S. Mahendra Dev: Even before the
Ukraine-Russia war, global food
prices were increasing because of
excess liquidity across the world.
But the war gave India an opportun-
ity to export more wheat. The glo-
bal export market is around 200
million tonnes, of which 55 million
tonnes are generally from Ukraine
and Russia. India exported 7 million
tonnes in 2021-22, and everybody
thought we had a lot of opportunity
this year. Open market prices were
higher at 32,400 a quintal com-
pared to the MSP [Minimum Sup-
port Price] of around 2,100. So,
farmers were getting higher prices
after a long time. The export ban
has two effects. It impacts farmers’
incomes as well as the long-term
credibility of the export policy. One
reason given for the ban was the
production estimates. In 2006 too,
production was overestimated and
India had to import as procurement
was low. It’s the same now: many
people thought production was ov-
er-estimated at 111 million tonnes;
now we may have 99-100 million
tonnes. The second reason was pro-
curement. Last year, 44 million
tonnes were procured; now we are
expecting around 19 million tonnes.
The third reason was the retail infla-
tion, which was inching close to 8%
in April, with food products even
higher.

The government may have acted
for these reasons, but it has hurt
farmers’ incomes and the impact on
inflation may not be very high be-
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cause global food prices are still
high. Instead of an export ban, it
could have opted for a minimum ex-
port price and given a bonus of 3250
to 3300 to spur more procurement
for food security goals. On sugar, of
global exports of around 64 million
tonnes, India was exporting 8 mil-
lion tonnes last year. Now, there is
no shortage of sugar production.
We are expecting 35 million tonnes.
Even with exports, we could have
had a closing stock of around 6 mil-
lion tonnes. So, there was no need —
the government says it is because of
global shortage and higher prices in
India. It thinks that during the fes-
tival season, sugar prices should not
go up and has restricted exports to
10 million tonnes.

Food and Consumer Affairs
Minister Piyush Goyal has said
local wheat prices have fallen
by about %5 a kg, so the export
ban is indeed working. The G7
nations and other countries
have urged India to rethink the
ban, though
government-to-government
procurements will be
considered.

Himanshu: Global credibility is not
as important as India has not been a
regular wheat exporter except for
the last two-three years when it had
excess stocks. The more serious is-
sue is the credibility of government
policy for our biggest stakeholders
— the millions of farmers who need
a stable and consistent policy. This
has not been provided. As far as
domestic price measures are con-
cerned, things get a little tricky — be-
cause for the last few years, farmers
have been suffering through low
prices domestically, due to the slow-
down in the economy and the pan-
demic. Finally, when they had the
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Hospitalisations rise in Mumbai & Chennai

The number of COVID-19 cases has once again started to increase in India. The seven-day average
number of infections rose to 4,500 on June 8 from around 2,100 a fortnight ago. Much like the previous
waves, Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, and Bengaluru have recorded a large number of cases. Both Chennai
and Mumbai have recorded a sharp spike in the number of hospitalisations. Data from GISAID show that
Omicron's BA.2 sub-lineage may be responsible for the uptick in most cities. However, in Chennai, the
latest increase coincides with a noticeable rise in the BA.5 sub-lineage. But given the small number of
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The export ban impacts
farmers’ incomes as well as
the long-term credibility of
the export policy.
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chance to get slightly better in-
comes from the produce, the go-
vernment imposed the export ban.
So, the domestic outcomes of the
export ban are worrying, because
we had options like a bonus for pro-
curement that could have helped
farmers and food security concerns.
Some kind of disincentives could
have been built in rather than an
outright ban on exports, which bas-
ically doesn’t help the farmers or
even the consumers that much,
whatever the government claims.

We have to see this in the context
of the overall agricultural policy, not
just for exports, but also incentives
and market interventions. What we
need is a more cohesive, consistent,
stable and predictable agricultural
policy, rather than an ad-hoc, unjus-
tified manner of pressing the panic
button.

In 2016-17, India had a good
pulses crop. But procurement
was bungled then and farmers,
who were left high and dry,
reduced sowing for pulses from
the next year. Could we see a
similar impact on sowing
preferences this time?

Himanshu: This is an important
question. Let’s look at oil seeds,
another commodity which has seen
a massive increase in prices. We
have been importing roughly 60%
of our seeds and must produce
more. But as prices have gone up,
the government reduced the import
duty on palm oil, and while that is
going to reduce market prices for
consumers, it would be at the cost

cases sequenced in every district, the data have to be taken with a pinch of salt.

“I saw it. I fixed it. That’s the whole
story”. It took me a few minutes to
understand what the Minister was
saying to me. I was in Islamabad to
cover the SAARC Home Minister’s
meeting in 2010, attended by the
then Home Minister, P. Chidamba-
ram, and I had received a summons
from Indian Embassy officials who
said the Minister wanted to speak to
Indian journalists. Apparently “it” re-
ferred to the Indian tricolour that
had been placed upside down, inad-
vertently or otherwise, on the table
next to Mr. Chidambaram during the
bilateral talks with the then Pakistani
Interior Minister, Rehman Malik. The
Minister had moved with some deft-
ness once an official pointed out the
error, and wanted to ensure that tele-
vision channels back home would
use the visuals of the Indian flag after
it had been set right and not before.
Although Malik swore it was an hon-
est mistake, suspicions were high
that the hosts had done this on pur-
pose to upset the atmosphere,
heightened by the memory that even
as a guest in 2006, former Pakistani
President General Pervez Musharraf
had flown into Jaipur with the trico-
lour flying upside down on his plane.
At the SAARC Home Minister’s meet-
ing in 2016 too, there was an inci-
dent: protesters in Pakistan were al-
lowed close to the convoy of then
Home Minister Rajnath Singh, and In-
dia officially protested this with the
Pakistan government.

As host, India too has had to deal
with some tense moments over prot-
ests during visits. In 2002, Tibetan
youth leader Tenzin Tsundue scaled
14 floors of a Mumbai hotel during
Chinese Prime Minister Zhu Rongji’s
visit, and unfurled a Tibetan flag. In
2005, Mr. Tsundue unfurled a ‘Free
Tibet’ banner from atop a water tow-
er in Bengaluru when Premier Wen
Jiabao visited the IISc campus. And in
2016, protesters were allowed close
to Hyderabad House in New Delhi
where President Xi Jinping met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. All
these incidents, the Chinese delega-
tions suspected, were “deliberately
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When it comes to flags, not all inci-
dents are as serious. The Chief of Pro-
tocol of a neighbouring country once
told me about a near-incident, when
he asked his foreign ministry sup-
plier to decorate the city’s rounda-
bouts with national flags in honour of
the Czech Republic leader’s arrival.
To his horror, he found the main
street of the capital decked in black-
and-white chequered flags (like the
ones found at F1 car races) instead,
and had to move swiftly to have new
flags in place. At an official banquet
in Delhi a few years ago, I realised
that the menus that had been placed
in front of us had been mixed up with
those for a previous visitor. The offi-
cials, once alerted, moved quickly to
correct the mistake and through sign
language and whispers, ensured that
the Indian guests removed all the me-
nus from the plates of the foreign
guests sitting next to them.

In the complex and often arcane
world of global diplomacy, gaffes,
embarrassments and “diplomatic in-
cidents” are par for the course.
Some, like the Qatari decision to can-
cel a banquet in honour of Vice Presi-
dent Venkaiah Naidu, ostensibly due
to his counterpart the Deputy Emir’s
possible exposure to COVID-19, left
officials wondering if there was a larg-
er message being conveyed regarding
the Qatar government’s unhappiness
over the controversial comments
made in India about Prophet Moham-
mad. Some of those suspicions were
confirmed when the Qatar Foreign
Ministry also summoned the Ambas-
sador to protest. Nevertheless, the
Vice President continued through
the trip as is normally the case in
such matters, making the point that
bilateral ties transcend such inci-
dents, and trying to ensure, mostly
unsuccessfully, that we in the media
follow suit. However, in the age of so-
cial media, it is that much harder to
stop a story from getting out, and to
do the “damage control” once it is
published.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in
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By Vignesh Radhakrishnan and Rebecca Rose Varghese

HOSPITAL BED OCCUPANCY | The charts show
the types of hospital beds earmarked for COVID-19 and
which were occupied in four cities. For instance, in Mumbai,
the number of oxygen (02) beds occupied increased from
around 2 in mid-May to around 30 by June 8.

mm Occupied oxygen beds; Occupied general beds; mmm
Occupied ICU beds; mmmm Occupied ventilator beds

CHENNAI

. I | I
VARIANTS OF CONCERN I The charts show the
estimated cases (weekly average) in India by variant. The
estimation is based on weekly genomic surveillance data
deposited to GISAID. Only Chennai recorded a surge in

BA.5 cases while Mumbai and Bengaluru continued to
record an uptick in the BA.2 sub-variant

of the farmer who will not enjoy the
benefits of higher price. So, in a
sense, we are penalising the farmer
who could have actually shifted pro-
duction towards oil seeds, but can’t
compete with cheaper imports. So,
we have a policy that penalises
farmers at the cost of the consum-
ers, who always get the preference,
whether it is pulses or oil seeds.

The 2016 episode with pulses is a
good example — when farmers were
able to get higher prices, the govern-
ment dumped imports from Mo-
zambique and other countries,
which led to the collapse of prices.
Since then, farmers have been hesi-
tant to go into pulses production.
The risks of a muddled policy can
damage prospects across the spec-
trum. We have gone from self-suffi-
ciency in edible oils at the beginning
of the 1990s to complete dependen-
cy on imports — and trade policy
had a large role in that.

S. Mahendra Dev: Since Indepen-
dence, we have been favouring the
consumers at the expense of the
farmers. That has to change. The sit-
uation assessment survey of 2018-19
shows that farmers’ incomes are
low, with only %127 a day from cultiv-
ation. We have to think of the farm-
ers’ families because they also have
expenses, such as health, education
and agriculture inputs. For consum-
ers, social protection programmes
can act as a support rather than a re-
duction in farm prices.

Sowing preferences may not
change that much, because rice and
wheat get a lot of incentives and
take up about 80% of the water of
the entire agriculture sector. But
this ad-hocism — one year we ex-
port, next year we ban it — has been
happening with most commodities,
from wheat to onions. Diversifica-
tion is important not just for food
security, but also nutrition security
as many of the poor are not able to
buy pulses or eggs and meat.

The government had talked of
doubling farm incomes by
2022. How do these steps fit in
with that goal?

S.Mahendra Dev: In 2013, farmers
were getting 36,400 and in 201819,
that was around 7,700 in real
terms. That’s a 21% increase in six
years, or 3.5% per annum. You need
10% growth per year to double farm
incomes. Non-farm income is also
needed because cultivation alone is
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not enough.

Himanshu: I think everybody
knew when the announcement was
made that this is impossible — when
it had not happened in the past, it
was unlikely to happen when the
economy was in the middle of a
slowdown. Also, farmer incomes
are dependent on not just output
prices but also input costs, which
have been rising. So, you can have a
weird situation where input prices
grow faster than output prices, and
farmers actually make losses rather
than higher incomes. Even over the
last six months of rising prices, I
don’t think farmers gained much. A
large part of the benefits went to
traders and speculators, who hoard-
ed stocks to sell at high prices later.

The whole premise of the three
farm reform laws, now
abandoned, was to give farmers
the freedom to sell where and
when they want...

Himanshu: I think the last three
months have been a good example
of the futility of the farm laws. The
Government says the farmers have
sold wheat at a higher price because
the government was able to pick up
less than 20 million tonnes, less
than half the target. So, farmers ob-
viously had avenues if they wanted
to sell it to the private players. They
managed to sell it without any
change in the market infrastructure
and without the farm laws. The pro-
blem is only when the prices are low
as that is when you need the govern-
ment to step in, and that is the point
of MSP. This is a good example of
how a bogey was created around
the farm laws, that these were the
only barriers to farmers not getting
high prices. But now the govern-
ment itself is saying farmers have
got high prices, nullifying the entire
premise on which the laws were for-
mulated. The problem was not
about the farmers, it’s the nature of
agricultural markets and the vulner-
ability of farmers.

S. Mahendra Dev: We have been
talking about farm reforms since
2003. My stand has been this: leave
it to the States. In India, a large
country, you cannot have one sys-
tem for the entire country, which
has so many variations in soil, cli-
mate. etc. So, each State can see
what can be done rather than the
Centre imposing farm laws.

& Rindu,

S. African white students defy ban

Johannesburg, June 9: More than 1,000
white university students defied a Govern-
ment ban on public gathering yesterday by

assembling on a pavement just outside their
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campus here. A barricade of motor vehicles,
including a minibus carrying a banner “stu-
dents representative council” was placed
across the main entrance to the white Un-
iversity of the Witwatersrand. The only pol-
ice in sight at the time were a small group of
plainclothes officers on a traffic island in the
road outside the entrance. These moves fol-
lowed a general assembly of students, the
university Senate and the council in a cam-
pus building. A resolution was passed af-
firming the right of university students and
other citizens “to express peacefully by pu-
blic assembly and procession their opinions
on matters of public policy and their right
thereby to seek public support for opinions
thus expressed.” It was estimated that about
6,000 students were present at the general
assembly. The resolution also expressed “ex

treme distress and indignation at the violent
measures taken by the Government” against
peaceful assemblies. South African Universi-
ty staff and Senate members have also
joined the nation-wide Student-Government
confrontation which has raged over the past
two weeks.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 10, 1922

Silver Market

DELHI
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London, June 9: Montague’s weekly report
says: For months past Chinese internal polit-
ics have really been the dominating factor in
price of silver. Contest for supremacy there
perhaps less affects silver than changing sea-
sons do; but war operations unsettle public
confidence. The hope is revived that General
Wu-Pei-Fu’s apparent success in the political
arena will lead to the establishment of a sta-
ble government in which the tendency to

hoard will diminish inasmuch as the Chinese
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SOURCE: HOSPITALISATION DATA FROM @SHANANALLA AND GISAID DATA FROM @SAKETKC (SAKET CHOUDHARY)

are not hoarders by nature. It will also re-
move the hindrances of crops. The news has
already induced Chinese exchange specula-
tors to reverse their operations and sell sil-
ver here. Hence a fairly rapid descent of
prices early in the week. The market now
shows a somewhat uncertain tendency ow-
ing to the fact that conflicting orders from
China are often received on the same day. In-
dian Bazaars are only nibbling and America
is holding off supplies while Continent is
poor seller.
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Rajasthan reels under relentless heatwave

The early onset of the heatwave in the desert State this March — the hottest in 122 years since the India Meteorological Department started maintaining records —
has threatened wildlife, taken a toll on the quality of crops, caused the water level in dams to plummet and affected rural employment, reports Mohammed Igbal

mid an unprecedented heatwave
Athat has swept large swathes of

Rajasthan since early March,
Bishnoi farmers in the State’s Sriganga-
nagar and Hanumangarh districts have
made an innovative provision to quench
the thirst of deer, blackbucks and other
wild ungulates. The farmers have dug
up troughs and constructed concrete
ponds, many of them in their own
fields, to provide respite to a population
0f 10,000 deer and blackbucks.

The soaring mercury levels owing to
the early onset of the heatwave in the
desert State have threatened wildlife, ta-
ken a toll on the quality of crops, caused
the water level in dams to plummet and
affected rural employment.

According to the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD), this March was
the warmest in the country in 122 years
since it began maintaining records. In
mid-May, the temperature exceeded 45
degrees Celsius in all 33 districts of Ra-
jasthan and the southwest monsoon is
expected to be delayed owing to lesser
intensity in its northward advancement,
the IMD says. The monsoon is expected
to enter the State after June 25. Till then,
it is likely to reel under the heatwave.

According to a preliminary observa-
tion of this year’s summer by the Cen-
tral University of Rajasthan (CUoR), the
heatwave’s first spell lasted from March
11 to 20. In 2021, the heatwave began on
March 28, with the maximum tempera-
ture at 40.27 degrees Celsius. In 2020, it
started on April 5, with the maximum
temperature at 36.39 degrees Celsius.

This year, Rajasthan and Madhya Pra-
desh experienced the heatwave for the
highest number of days in the country,
the study says. The absence of rain dur-
ing this period aggravated the heatwave
and even scanty rainfall could have
brought the temperature down, it says.

“Our study of satellite data has re-
vealed that conditions ideal for the
heatwave will continue till the arrival of
the monsoon. The impact of extreme
temperature on environmental varia-
bles is serious this year,” says Laxmi
Kant Sharma, associate professor at CU-
oR’s Department of Environmental
Science. He says factors such as deple-
tion of water for irrigation, evaporation
of surface water and evapotranspiration
from the green cover have exerted
stress on sustainable water resources.

According to the IMD, an area is in
the grip of a heatwave when there is a
departure of 4.5 to 6.4 degrees Celsius
from the normal temperature. When
the maximum temperature is equal to
or above 45 degrees Celsius, it is a heat-
wave, and if it is 47 degrees Celsius or
above, it is a severe heatwave.

A heatwave, which can occur with or
without high humidity, lasts more than
two days and has the potential to cover
a huge area, exposing a large number of
people to hazardous heat, the IMD says.

Protecting wildlife

Farmers say their strategy of filling
troughs and ponds with water in a 60 sq
km area has helped save the lives of an-
telopes. Several antelopes drowned in
the past while trying to drink water at
the two major canals in the region — the
Indira Gandhi Canal and the Bhakra Ca-
nal — which irrigate fields in arid areas.
The concrete ponds for animals are sit-
uated in villages such as Hardayalpura
and Lakhasar Rohi in Hanumangarh.

The initiative is led by Anil Bishnoi, a
farmer and recipient of the State’s Amri-
ta Devi Environmental Award in 2009.
He says farmers in the region were re-
quested to fill up troughs using water
from tube wells. They are also replen-
ished with water from the canals or the
village water supply scheme, he says.

Apart from farmers and wildlife en-
thusiasts, Border Security Force person-
nel posted in western Rajasthan have
contributed towards saving the lives of
animals and birds amid the blistering
heatwave. They regularly direct water
tankers bound for border outposts to fill
up tanks and ponds in and around vil-
lages facing water scarcity.

Forest officials say in dry deciduous
forests in the State, the leaves shed dur-
ing the summer have become nutrient
feed for herbivores such as spotted deer
and antelopes. The animals come to wa-
terholes a few times during the day to
quench their thirst, while most birds are
observed drinking water several times
and some taking bath in puddles to beat
the heat. Despite the intense heatwave,
waterholes in wildlife reserves and na-
tional parks in the State have reported
some depth of water. Officials say mor-
tality rates among both carnivores and
herbivores are not alarming during the
peak of the heatwave as they find spots
to hide themselves under groves, bam-
boo clumps and canopies of dense
trees. These green niches containing
moisture are numerous inside forests.

A tigress named Riddhi was recently
observed vomiting near Jogi Mahal in-
side the Ranthambore National Park.
Forest officials treated her and offered
her a bait to regain strength. Harsh
Vardhan, secretary, Tourism & Wildlife
Society of India, says while the heat-
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Feeling the heat: (Top) Farmers filling a concrete pond with water for wild animals to quench their thirst near a field at Lakhasar Rohi village in Rajasthan's Hanumangarh district; and a flock of sheep wandering in
search of water on a sweltering afternoon in May in Churu district. =sPECIAL ARRANGEMENT & V.V. KRISHNAN

wave has caused health problems in
wild animals, flying squirrels and bats
have the maximum mortality at peak
summer. They are found in large num-
bers in south Rajasthan’s forests and the
regions around Jhadol, Kotda, Dungar-
pur, Banswara, Kota and Baran, he says.

“They hang upside down from
branches of large canopy trees like ba-
nyan and tamarind and fly to the near-
est water source to quench their thirst,
where they die because of weakness.
Honeybees meet a similar fate during
summer,” says Mr. Vardhan.

The forest authorities have made ar-
rangements for water supply inside
Ranthambore and Sariska national
parks through tube wells powered by
solar panels. The troughs situated near-
by are filled up to invite the attention of
all wild species. Each tube well supplies
water to a minimum of three waterholes
located at a distance of four to six km.
While plastic pipes have been placed
underground, iron pipes have been
used where the surface is rocky.

Crop productivity hit

According to Prof. Sharma, the heat-
wave has also had an adverse effect on
plant productivity in the State. The tem-
perature extremes have affected polli-
nation, one of the most sensitive stages
in the life cycle of a plant. However,
there was no effect on leaf area or vege-
tative biomass in comparison with nor-
mal temperatures, he says.

The temperature effects are intensi-
fied by a deficit in water and a reduction
in the soil-water interaction or water
holding capacity, says Prof. Sharma.
Grain yield in the arid environment
crop type has reduced by 80% to 90%
from a normal temperature regime.

Farmers say the heat stress has affect-
ed the quality of wheat produced as a
rabi crop, leaving an impact on its sale
as well. The wheat grains harvested dur-
ing the early onset of the heatwave have
shrivelled. They have become thinner
than their standard size and the impact
is visible in 40% of the wheat produced.
This has affected about 3.5 lakh farmers
growing wheat in the State.

Dashrath Kumar, general secretary of
the Hadoti Kisan Union, says the ban on
wheat export had also led to reduction
in wheat prices from 32,200-32,300 per

»

quintal to 2,050 per quintal. “We have
urged both the Central and State go-
vernments to procure all types of wheat
for a bonus amount of ¥500 per quintal.
So many families are dependent on this
crop. The clause on standard size of
grain should also be removed,” he says.

While the Food Corporation of India
had procured a record 23.40 lakh me-
tric tonnes of wheat in the State during
the rabi marketing year 202122, the
production is projected to decrease this
year amid reports that a huge portion of
the crop may become unfit for human
consumption. Crops such as mustard,
barley and chickpea have also been af-
fected by the extremely high tempera-
ture in several districts.

Dams at risk of running dry
As a result of the heatwave, most dams
in the State have low storage of water.
They need good rainfall in their catch-
ment areas this year to replenish their
reservoirs to provide water for drinking
and irrigation. Apart from the Kota bar-
rage dam, which is almost 90% filled, all
other dams have low levels of water,
which will only last till mid-July unless
there are heavy and widespread rains.
The Bisalpur dam in Tonk district —
catering to the drinking water needs of
Tonk, Jaipur and Ajmer — has 298.13
million cubic metres (Mcum) of water,

Too hot to handle

which is 27% of its total capacity. As ma-
ny as 449 of the 727 dams in the State
are dry. Against the total capacity of
12,626.32 Mcum, dams across the State
at present have water storage of 36.62%
or 4,623.31 Mcum, according to the fi-
gures released by the State Water Re-
sources Department.

The majority of the dams were filled
up during the monsoon last year and
the gates of several of them, mainly in
the Hadoti region, had to be opened to
release water. This year, the situation is
serious mainly in Jodhpur division,
where 123 dams have reached only
1.60% of their total storage capacity.
Evaporation during the early heatwave
and usage of water for irrigation have
led to depletion of the water level.

Hansraj Godara, sarpanch of Lilala
village in Barmer district’s Baytu tehsil,
says the heatwave, accompanied by the
closure of the Indira Gandhi Canal for
two months for relining work, has creat-
ed enormous difficulty for people in the
region. “The canal is our lifeline as it
quenches the thirst of western Rajas-
than. Water supply from the canal res-
tarted only recently after the relining
work was finished,” he says.

In Jodhpur, the canal blockade was
extended because of damage to the Sir-
hind feeder in Punjab. The local Hathi
Canal that carries water to Kaylana lake

According to the India Meteorological Department, this March was
the hottest in 122 years not only in Rajasthan but also in the country

Daily maximum temperature during the first spell of the heatwave
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and Takhtsagar lake, the natural reser-
voirs on the outskirts of the city, has al-
so dried up. Residents of the city have
been supplied with the limited water
present in these reservoirs.

Jodhpur District Collector Himanshu
Gupta has constituted an emergency
response team for water supply man-
agement in the city and deployed the
police force round the clock at filter
plants in Kaylana, Chaupasni, Takhtsa-
gar and Jhalamand to prevent theft and
misuse of water. Water is being supplied
in the city only once in three days. The
administration has also decided to im-
pose a fine on those wasting water.

Water scarcity has hit some parts of
the State so badly that a special train
carrying 40 lakh litres of water has been
started for Pali district. The train has
been making an average of three trips
from Bhagat Ki Kothi suburban railway
station in Jodhpur to Pali every day
since mid-April. It has so far supplied 20
crore litres of water to the city. The
North Western Railway has announced
that the service will continue till the wa-
ter crisis in the region is over.

The State government’s Public Health
Engineering Department (PHED) has
paid 33.24 lakh to the Railways for each
trip. The water is emptied from the wa-
gons into the tanks at Pali railway sta-
tion and sent to the pumping stations of
the PHED for supply to the city. The first
water train for Pali, covering a distance
of 70 km from Jodhpur, was started in
2005 when the main water source, Ja-
wai dam, had dried up. The train was
run thrice in the subsequent years.

On June 5, Pali Municipal Council
chairperson Rekha Bhati and her hus-
band completed a 300-km march on
foot from Pali to Jaipur with the demand
for laying a water pipeline between Ro-
hat town and Pali. Ms. Bhati says a 28-
km pipeline from Rohat would connect
Pali to Jodhpur’s Kuri pumping station.
“It would permanently resolve water
scarcity in the city and obviate the need
to run the special train,” she says.

Early migration of cattle herders

Hindu Singh Tamlor, sarpanch of Barm-
er’s Tamlor village, says the early arrival
of the heatwave has affected the liveli-
hood and livestock of people in western
Rajasthan’s desert districts. “There is

no grass available for grazing of animals
in the traditional landscapes of Oran
and Gochar, with the temperature ho-
vering around 48 degrees Celsius.”

Mr. Tamlor says the heatwave has al-
so resulted in the early migration of cat-
tle herders from the desert area to the
fertile Hadoti region in south-eastern
Rajasthan and neighbouring Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat. Animal rearers,
who raise sheep, goats, cows and ca-
mels, migrate to areas with green cover
every year during the monsoon, but the
early onset of the heatwave has forced
them to leave to protect their livestock.

Throwing light on the impact of the
heatwave on working class people and
farmers, Prof. Sharma says the com-
bined effect of the metabolic heat pro-
duced internally from heavy physical
activity and the external heat from the
surrounding environment contributes
to high risk of heat stress. “Workers en-
gaged in strenuous work outdoors are
exposed to solar radiation, while those
in indoor settings face the heat generat-
ed from work processes or equipment.”

Prof. Sharma says recent research
has warned that climate change will in-
tensify the duration and magnitude of
occupational heat stress. The impact of
rising heat in the workplace is likely to
affect the implementation of the Sus-
tainable Development Goals of the Unit-
ed Nations. Heat-related illnesses will
have a greater occurrence among agri-
cultural workers, according to studies.

Experts say the relentless heatwave
has also affected engine efficiency and
fuel consumption of vehicles. CNG-po-
wered vehicles and electric vehicles
face issues with high temperature as
battery efficiency and life reduce due to
overheating, they say.

More heatwaves in the offing

Amid widespread and intensifying cli-
mate change, the trend of heatwaves
starting early in the year is here to stay.
In a recent landmark report, the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change
has projected more intense heatwaves
of longer duration and occurring at a
higher frequency in the Indian subcon-
tinent. Rajasthan needs to be prepared
to face such fierce heatwaves and take
adequate steps to protect its human in-
habitants as well as its flora and fauna.

»
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Breaking the record

The number of years after
which an Indian cricket
team broke the record of
hitting eight
half-centuries in an

innings. Nine batsmen hit
half-centuries in the domestic Ranji
Trophy. Bengal scored 773 for 7 in the
first innings of their quarter-final
against Jharkhand in Bangalore on
Wednesday. The Indian team's innings
beat a first-class record that had stood
since 1893, when a touring Australian
side scored eight half-centuries in an
innings against a combined team from
Oxford and Cambridge universities. arp

Coal imports

In million tonnes,

the amount of coal

State-owned Coal

India Limited (CIL)
[ ) floated in its

maiden international competitive
bidding e-tender to ensure an
adequate supply of fuel to power
plants in India. The development
assumes significance in the wake of the
government making efforts to stock
coal to avoid the reoccurrence of
power outages. The government had
directed CIL to be prepared to import
12 million tonnes of coal for power
utilities for the next 13 months. et

Refugees in Europe

In million, the number of
Ukrainians who have been
registered as refugees
across 44 European

[ ) countries since Russia

launched its invasion in the country
less than four months ago, the United
Nations said on Thursday. United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees data shows more than 7.3
million border crossings out of Ukraine
as of June 7, 2022. The UN's
International Organisation for
Migration estimates that more than
eight million people have been
displaced so far within the country. arp

Shrinking economy

In %, the contraction expected
in the Russian economy in
2022. It is expected to shrink
another 3% by 2023, due to

the sanctions on the country
since its invasion of Ukraine, according
to the Institute of International
Finance, a global banking trade group.
The trade group further explained that
this wipes out 15 years of Russia's
economic growth. Though the
resilience of the Russian currency has
partially shielded its economy from the
full impact of sanctions, the finance
institute argued that the sanctions are
weakening Russia's economy. ap

In million, the number
of people living in

@ N setback” for a country
that had made huge gains against
said on Wednesday. This represents
15.5% of households in the country of
collected between November 2021 and
April 2022. The researchers found that

Hunger in Brazil
hunger in Brazil from
2020, a "historic
poverty, a report by the Brazilian
Network for Research on Food Security
213 million people, according to the
study, which was based on data
food insecurity affected more than half
of rural households. arp
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M India became a party to
the Trade-Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS) Agreement
following its membership to
the World Trade
Organisation on January 1,
1995.

|

W The U.S., in its yearly
Special 301 report,
highlighted a range of
issues in the Indian section,
ranging from copyright and
piracy to trademark
counterfeiting and trade
secrets.

——

M [t stated that India must
not compromise on

the patentability criteria
under Section 3(d) since as
a sovereign country it has
the "flexibility to stipulate
limitations on grants of
patents in consistence with
its prevailing
socio-economic conditions.”
——

EXPLAINER

EXPLAINER

The Indian patent regime and its clash
with the US. norms

The US. Trade Representative highlighted IP challenges in India in its annual Special 301 report released last month

SRUTHI DARBHAMULLA

The story so far: The U.S. Trade
Representative (USTR) said in a report
released last month that India was one of the
most challenging major economies as far as
IP protection and enforcement is concerned.
It has decided to retain India on its Priority
Watch List along with six other countries
—Argentina, Chile, China, Indonesia, Russia
and Venezuela. Among the issues raised in
the report are India’s inconsistencies
regarding patent protection, including
concerns about what can be patented,
waiting time for obtaining patents,
burdensome reporting requirements, and
doubts about data safety. India had
undertaken an intellectual property review
exercise last year, where a Parliamentary
Standing Committee examined this subject.

The Indian patent regime

A patent is an exclusive set of rights granted
for an invention, which may be a product or
process that provides a new way of doing
something or offers a new technical solution
to a problem. Indian patents are governed by
the Indian Patent Act of 1970.

India has gradually aligned itself with
international regimes pertaining to
intellectual property rights. It became a
party to the Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
Agreement following its membership to the
World Trade Organisation on January 1, 1995.

India is also a signatory to several IPR
related conventions, including the Berne
Convention, which governs copyright, the
Budapest Treaty, the Paris Convention for
the Protection of Industrial Property, and
the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), all of
which govern various patent-related matters.

An interesting point is that the original
Indian Patents Act did not grant patent
protection to pharmaceutical products to
ensure that medicines were available at a
low price. Patent protection of
pharmaceuticals were re-introduced after
the 2005 amendment to comply with TRIPS.

Last month, the U.S. released its yearly

Special 301 report, its annual review
highlighting the state of intellectual property
rights protection in different countries
which are its trading partners around the
world.

In its India section, the report highlighted
a range of issues in domains ranging from
copyright and piracy to trademark
counterfeiting and trade secrets, saying that
India “remained one of the world’s most
challenging major economies with respect to
protection and enforcement of IP.”

It said patent issues continued “to be of
particular concern in India,” highlighting the
threat of patent revocations, lack of
presumption of patent validity and narrow
patentability criteria as issues which “impact
companies across different sectors.”

The USTR had also released a similar
report in 2021, addressing much of the same
concerns.

These, and general issues regarding IPR
were extensively tackled by the
Parliamentary Standing Committee which
undertook a ‘review of the intellectual
property rights regime in India,". The
Committee tabled its findings before the
Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha in July last year.

Article 3(d) of the Indian Patent Act
This offered an insight into the landscape of
Indian intellectual property law and where it
is reasonably in sync with American patent
laws and where it diverges. One of the main
points of contention between India and the
U.S. has been Article 3(d) of the Indian
Patent Act.

Section 3 deals with what does not qualify
as an invention under the Act, and Section
3(d) in particular excludes “the mere
discovery of a new form of a known
substance which does not result in the
enhancement of the known efficacy of that
substance or the mere discovery of any new
property or new use for a known substance
or of the mere use of a known process,
machine or apparatus unless such known
process results in a new product or employs
at least one new reactant” from being
eligible for protection under patent law.

This was addressed by the Parliamentary
Standing Committee as well, which pointed
out that the section “acts as a safeguard
against frivolous inventions in accordance
with the flexibility provided in the TRIPS
agreement.”

Section 3(d), as mentioned above,
prevents the mere discovery of any new
property or new use for a known substance
from being patented as an invention unless it
enhances the efficacy of the
substancerepetitive . This prevents, what is
known as “evergreening” of patents.

According to the Committee’s report,
Section 3(d) allows for “generic competition
by patenting only novel and genuine
inventions.”

TRIPS and the Doha Declaration

The Doha Declaration on the TRIPS
Agreement and Public Health was adopted
on November 14, 2021, by the WTO member
states. This declaration recognises the
“gravity of public health problems affecting
developing and least developed nations” and
stresses the need for TRIPS to be part of the
wider national and international action to
address these problems.

It recognises that “intellectual property
protection is important for the development
of new medicines,” and acknowledges
concerns about its effects on prices. Saying
that the TRIPS agreement “does not and
should not prevent members from taking
measures to protect public health,” the
declaration points out that the agreement
“can and should be interpreted and
implemented in a manner supportive of
WTO members’ right to protect public
health and, in particular, to promote access
to medicines for all.”

Compulsory licences can be invoked by a
state in public interest, allowing companies
apart from the patent owner to produce a
patented product without consent.

It concluded that India must not
compromise on the patentability criteria
under Section 3(d) since as a sovereign
country it has the “flexibility to stipulate
limitations on grants of patents in

The battlefield for the upcoming Rajya Sabha elections

The biennial Rajya Sabha polls are scheduled for June 10 and a close contest is expected in Haryana, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, and Karnataka

DIKSHA MUNJAL

The story so far: While 41 candidates

out of which 95 seats are held by the

The figures in Reitwagen

consistence with its prevailin,
P & patent.

socio-economic conditions.” It said that this
ensures the growth of generic drug makers
and the public’s access to affordable
medicines.

It indicated that India should resolve its
differences with the U.S. regarding the
disqualification of incremental inventions
through bilateral dialogue.

Positive steps

The report highlighted some positive steps
taken by India in the recent past, such as the
accession to the World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO) Performances and
Phonograms Treaty and WIPO Copyright
Treaty, collectively known as the WIPO
Internet Treaties, in 2018 and the Nice
Agreement in 2019.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee
too noted amendments pertaining to Form
27, under the Patents (Amendment) Rules,
2020. Some notable changes include
allowing a single Form 27 to be filed for
multiple related patents, filing of joint forms
if there are more patentees and allowing
authorised agents to submit forms.

India and the U.S. will continue to engage
on IP matters, the report says, especially
through the Trade Policy Forum’s
Intellectual Property Working Group.

current total of 95 members down to 91.

Prominent parties in States

have been elected unopposed out of the
57 Rajya Sabha seats up for election
across 15 States, the contest for the 16
remaining seats will be witnessed on June
10 in Haryana, Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
and Karnataka, where parties have
fielded more nominees than their
legislative strength in the State
Assemblies. The race for the biennial
Rajya Sabha polls in those four States
intensified as parties traded allegations of
poaching or horse-trading.

How are Rajya Sabha members
elected?
Only elected members of the State
Legislative Assemblies can vote in a Rajya
Sabha election. Polls are held to send a
batch of new members to the Upper
House every two years for a six-year
term. A third of Rajya Sabha MPs from
each State retire once in two years and
polls are held to fill up the vacancies. The
Rajya Sabha is a permanent House and is
not subject to dissolution.

Candidates of a particular party can be
elected to the Upper House based on
their party’s strength in the State
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H E Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as of May 25.
Composition of the Rajya Sabha 'pary ASOIMaY| 1 mgress (ING) holds the
........ ° second-highest number of seats at 29,
........ () BJP 95 followed by the All India Trinamool
‘. INC ® 29 Congress (AITC) at 13, Dravida Munnetra
e ° = Kazhagham (DMK) at 10, and the Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) and Aam Aadmi Party
DMK [ ) 10 (AAP) at eight each.
Notably, while its current tally is 95
BJD f ,
: A .. ® L the BJP had reached a tally of 100 in the
Total .. ... ... AAP Rajya Sabha last month, after winning
number of .......‘ TRS . three seats in the North East. The tally
seats P ....:.:. YSR PY came down to 95 in early May as the
245 ¢ (O terms of five of its MPs ended.
() .. .. .. Others & 55 Out of the 57 seats in the current
0 0o 0
.. .. @  Independents round, 11 are in Uttar Pradesh; six seats
Source: Rajya Sabha Party .... Vacant seats @ 14 each from Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu;
Position List five from Bihar; four each from

Legislative Assembly. Voting is by single
transferable vote which means elector
can vote for any number of candidates in
order of their preference. A candidate
requires a specified number of first
preference votes to win and each vote has
avalue of 100.

The number of first preference votes
required for a single MP varies in each
State based on the size of the Legislative

»

Assembly and the number of seats for
which elections are taking place.

Polling will be held from 9 am to 4 pm
in the respective State Assemblies and
votes would be counted from 5 pm on
June 10.

What is the current composition of
the Rajya Sabha?
The strength of the Rajya Sabha is 245,

Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, and
Karnataka; three each from Madhya
Pradesh and Odisha; two each from
Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Punjab, and Haryana; and one from
Uttarakhand.

The BJP held 24 of the 57 seats that
became vacant; nine were Congress
seats, and four held by the Samajwadi
Party (SP). Of the BJP’s 24 seats, it is likely
to retain only 20 seats in the upcoming
Rajya Sabha polls, potentially bringing its

The contest in Rajasthan is set to be
tricky as both the Congress and the BJP
have fielded candidates beyond their
legislative strength in the Rajasthan
Assembly. While the Congress is well
placed to secure two wins as it has a
majority of 108 seats in the 200-member
Legislative Assembly,the BJP, with 71 seats
in the Assembly, has the strength set to
secure one Upper House berth.

In Maharashtra, of the six seats being
contested, the Maha Vikas Aghadi
coalition comprising the Shiv Sena, NCP,
and Congress is set to secure three of the
six Upper House berths. The BJP, which is
numerically the single largest party (with
106 seats) is set to comfortably get two
seats but has decided to contest for a
third seat.

In Karnataka, the contest for the fourth
seat is expected to be tricky. While three
seats were left vacant due to the
retirement of Union Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, BJP MP K.C. Ramamurthy
and senior Congress member Jairam
Ramesh, the fourth seat has been vacant
since 2021, following the death of former
Union Minister Oscar Fernandes.

»
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W Rajya Sabha polls are held
to send a batch of new
members to the Upper
House every two years for a
six-year term. A third of
Rajya Sabha MPs from each
State retire once in two
years.

I

B The strength of the Rajya
Sabha is 245, out of which
95 seats are held by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
as of May 25. The Congress
(INC) holds the
second-highest number of
seats at 29.
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B The BJP held 24 of the
57 seats that became
vacant; nine were Congress
seats, and four held by the
Samajwadi Party (SP).
|
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M Queer-baiting is a
marketing technique used
by production houses in
which creators hint at, but
do not actually depict
same-sex or other
LGBTQIA+ representation.
I

B Hollywood adopted the
Hays Code which was a set
of self-imposed guidelines
by the industry and it
prohibited profanity, nudity,
violence, sexual persuasions
and rape.

—

B Filmmakers then had to
shift to adapting a certain
code language such as
making queer characters
perform certain expressions
or adopt a certain body
language.

I

IN THE LIMELIGHT

Queer coding smudges
the rainbow on screen

By only hinting at characters as queer and not overtly defining them in that manner, shows and films
miss the opportunity to truly represent the LGBTQIA+ community

TAMMA MOKSHA

Films have had little space for the queer
community. The light, when it meets with the
silver crystals of the reel, has often failed to
manufacture a rainbow.

While the queer community is celebrating 53
years of Stonewall with pride on the streets, the
studios in Hollywood continue to mask queerness
in their frames. After the latest season of Stranger
Things, the discussion surrounding
“queer-baiting” has taken prominence online with
the portrayal of Will Byers (essayed by Noah
Schnapp). Queer-baiting is a marketing technique
used by production houses in which creators hint
at, but do not actually depict same-sex or other
LGBTQIA+ communities. Subsequently, this
discussion brought the topic of “queer-coding” in
cinema under the spotlight, which is the
subtextual queer portrayal of characters in media.
This means that the characters’ identities are not
explicitly revealed.

These phenomena find their roots in the
roaring 20s. The Jazz Age saw Hollywood rocked
by multiple scandals, such as the murder of
William Desmond Taylor and the alleged rape of
Virginia Rappe by popular movie star Roscoe
“Fatty” Arbuckle which earned them scorn from
religious and political organisations.
Subsequently, legislators in over 37 states
introduced censorship laws. Frightened at the
thought of having to comply with over a hundred
inconsistent laws, the people of Hollywood chose
to censor themselves.

The Hays Code
It was during this time that Hollywood adopted
the Motion Picture Production Code, popularly
known as the Hays Code, which was named after
William H. Hays, who was the president of the
Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of
America (MPPDA). The Hays Code was a set of
self-imposed guidelines by the industry in line
with the social and cultural code of conservative
America. The Code prohibited profanity, nudity,
violence, sexual persuasions and rape. The rules
governed the use of crime, costume, dance,
religious and national sentiments, and morality.
This resulted in films for the next three decades
catering to the sensibilities of a white straight
men.

Filmmakers who tried to circumvent and defy
the code were soon pushed out of business. The

creators then had to shift to adapting a certain
code language such as making queer characters
perform certain expressions or adopt a certain
body language.

Stereotypes around characters’ sexuality
John Huston’s 1941 crime drama The Maltese
Falcon, based on a book written by Dashiell
Hammett, is a proponent of the film noir and is
one of the earliest examples of films depicting
homosexual characters post the Hays Code. The
character of Joel Cairo in Hammett’s novel is
homosexual. However, to navigate the Hays Code,
his character was downplayed and other
characteristics were used to hint at his sexuality.
In the film, Cairo’s calling cards and
handkerchiefs are scented with gardenias. Cairo is
very particular about his clothes and gets easily
upset when blood from a scratch ruins his shirt.
Cairo has attributes of a “sissy”, a stereotype that
to this day is used by creators to hint at a male
character’s sexuality.

These characters are often men who are
artistic, sensitive, and emotional with a penchant
for dressing and make-up.

The sphere of influence spread all the way to
India; Indian cinema to this day incorporates the
stereotype of sissy diligently: dean Yogendra
Vashisht in Student of the Year, Sameer Gazi in
Dishoom and Puppy Bhai in Golmaal 3 all tread in
the footsteps of Cairo. No plot points involve them
and their character arcs stayed unrefined.

While Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho (1960) is
showered with praise for revolutionising the
horror genre, its best-kept secret is the queer
identity of Norman Bates. Anthony Perking, who
was known to be gay but was not officially out,
stated that he purposely played Norman Bates as
gay or bisexual. While Hitchcock brings a queer
character to life on-screen, we are served a
stereotype that is dangerous to the community —
that of a sadist.

The censors were said to be more lenient when
homosexuality was represented as perverse, like
in the case of Psycho. Queer characters only
served as a cautionary tale or a comedic relief to
the audience; they did not have plot points and
character arcs dedicated to them.

Disney too played a part in queer-coding its
villains from Scar in Lion King and Jafar in
Aladdin to Captain Cook in Peter Pan.

The stereotype, dear to Indian production
houses, saw Mogambo, one of the most infamous

villains in Bollywood, also being queer coded. Kya
yeh Mogambo ko khush kar dega? (Will this make
Mogambo happy?)

The Hays Code was replaced by the Motion
Picture Association of America (MPAA) system
rating a year prior to the Stonewall riots.
However, the struggle for queer representation
did not end here.

With rainbow capitalism plaguing the market,
especially during the pride month, production
houses have not started teasing queer audiences
with the possibilities of characters being queer in
their shows and using clever marketing
techniques post-production.

Recently, the latest season of Stranger Things
faced a backlash from the queer community for
the show’s portrayal of Will Byers. The possibility
of Will being queer was hinted at since the first
season, with Joyce Byers mentioning that
homophobic slurs were being thrown at her son.
While the hints about Will’s sexuality have
increased manifold, the show’s refusal to address
his sexuality has upset the queer community.

In interviews leading up to the release, the
topic of Will’s sexuality was brought up with the
cast only for them to neither confirm nor deny
Will’s sexuality.

Queer representation at bay

The director of The Beauty and the Beast (2017)
mentioned of an “exclusively gay moment” in the
film, during the run-up to the premiere, only for
the audience to realise that his statement was in
reference to a very short sequence of LeFou (Josh
Gad) dancing with another man, paired with
euphemisms throughout the film about his
feelings for Gaston (Luke Evans). Many TV shows
such as Supernatural and Sherlock Holmes are
also rife with queer baiting.

While a self-imposed code kept queer people
out of cinema in the 20th century, a lack of
respect for the community and queer characters,
and a lackadaisical attitude towards inclusivity in
writing rooms and production houses is keeping
true representation at bay in the 21st century.

Queer stories are not a taboo anymore with
shows and movies like Moonlight and Schitt’s
Creek demonstrating that cinema centred around
queer characters can not only win hearts, but go
on to create history by winning Academy Awards
and Emmys.

It is time the studios made way for the pride
parade.

THE DAILY QUIZ

Portugal celebrates its National Day on June 10. A quiz on the Iberian country and all things Portuguese.

June 10 was chosen as the National Day

as it commemorates the death on 10
June 1580 of its most famous poet who
wrote the national epic poem 'Os
Lusiadas'. Name him.

The Portuguese rule in varied parts of

India is said to have started in 1505,
seven years after the arrival of a famous
explorer, and continued till 1961. Name
the explorer.

Founded in 1732, the Livraria Bertrand

in Lisbon is the oldest operating
establishment of its kind in the world.
What does Livraria Bertrand deal in?

This marine hydrozoan which is a

neuston, an organism that lives on the
ocean surface, has a sting that is powerful
enough to kill fish and has been
occasionally fatal to humans. Name this
animal with the scientific name 'Physalia
physalis'.

Compiled by: V.V.
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Built on the bank of the Tagus, name the

16th century fortification, a UNESCO
WHS, that is used as a metonym for the
Portuguese capital.

What ‘English’ custom is Catherine of

Braganza, who became Queen of
England in 1662, said to have introduced to
the British upper classes?

If it is Francophone for France and
Sinophone for China, what is it for
Portugal?

Portugal lays claim to the oldest

unbroken international alliance, a treaty
originally ratified in 1386, with which
nation?

Before Cristiano Ronaldo, Portugal had

a world-class footballer who led the
country to third place in the 1966 FIFA
World Cup and was the first winner of the
European Golden Boot. Name this superstar
nicknamed 'Black Panther'.

»

<« Name this former PM of Portugal and what important global post
does he currently hold. =arp

The NBA player who won seven
championships with the Houston
Rockets, Los Angeles Lakers and
San Antonio Spurs in the 1990s
and 2000s. Ans: Robert Horry
2. Only two NBA players have won
the Olympics Gold Medal, the
Euroleague and the NBA
championship. One of them was
Bill Bradley. Name the other
player. Ans: Manu Ginobili

3. Bill Russell, the Boston Celtics
center, won 11 NBA
championships. What was special
about the 1968 and 1969
championship wins for him. Ans:
He was both the coach and a

Please send in your answers to the dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in
Questions (abridged) and Answers to the previous day's daily quiz: 1.

player in those teams

4. John Salley held the record of
having won NBA championships
across three decades. Who is the
only other person to match this
record. Ans: Tim Duncan

5. Name the only player to have
won the NBA finals MVP despite
being on the losing team. Ans:
Jerry West

Visual: This Golden State Warriors
stalwart is the only active player for
the team to have won the NBA
finals MVP. Ans: Andre Iguodala
Early Birds: Abhimanyu Singh

| Saurav Vashishth | Sarbrinder
Singh Brar

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know Your
English

“Good morning, sir.”

“Good morning.”

“What is the difference between ‘further’
and ‘farther’, sir?”

“Further is used when you want to convey
the sense of ‘additional’.

I have no further news about him.

If I get further details, I will give you a ring.

I must stop here as I don’t have anything
further to say on the subject.

There is a further problem in this.

A college of further education.

There won’t be any further taxation.

If you have any further questions, shoot.

As a verb it is used in the sense of ‘ad-
vance’, ‘promote’.

He is doing this to further his interests.

One wonders whether the big powers are
really interested in furthering the cause of
peace.

‘Farther’ is used when you want to refer to
distance. Thus, far and no farther. But nowa-
days, ‘further’ is also used in such contexts.

The house is further down the road.

The house is farther down the road.

Fowler says: “The fact is surely that hardly
anyone uses the two words for different occa-
sions; most people prefer one or the other for
all purposes and the preference of the vast
majority is for further. Perhaps the most that
should be said is that farther is not common
except where distance is in question, and that
further has gained a virtual monopoly of the
sense of moreover, both alone and in the
compound furthermore.”

Do you want me to say anything further
about further?”

“No sir. It’s clear. Which is correct sir, ‘eith-
er of them are good’ or ‘either of them is
good’?”

“Itis ‘either of them is good’. ‘Either” is sin-
gular.

Either of you is welcome to take the book.

Either is capable of doing the job.

When you have ‘either — or’ the verb
agrees with the nearest noun or pronoun.

Either he or she is likely to come.

Either he or his friends are likely to come.

Either my friends or I am likely to come.

Either she or he has done it.

Either Mary or her friends have done it.

Either her friends or Mary has done it.

‘Either’ is pronounced ‘Eyether’ in British
English. In American English it is pro-
nounced ‘eether’. ‘ee’ is pronounced the
same way as the ‘ee’ in ‘feel’, ‘peel’ and
‘heel’”

“Who is an ‘offish’ person, sir?”

“An offish person is one who keeps aloof.
He doesn’t mix with others but keeps to him-
self, he keeps himself off from others. He is
different from an uppish person who is asser-
tive and gives himself airs. An uppish person
is a conceited one. He thinks too much of
himself”

“What is the meaning of the sentence ‘He
is a loose cannon’, sir?”

“‘A loose cannon’ is ‘someone or someth-
ing that has become uncontrollable’.

He is a loose cannon in the party. No one
can discipline him.

This expression is of very recent origin.
You won’t find it in any dictionary. It was
used for the first time sometime in 1981. Well,
let’s call it a day. Goodbye.”

“Thank you, sir. Goodbye.”

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Text & Context'
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Presidential polls
scheduled for July 18

A list of the members of the
electoral college would be
uploaded on the EC’s site
and updated when the re-
sults of the ongoing elec-
tions to 55 Rajya Sabha seats
and Assembly byelections
are announced, he said. Pol-
itical parties cannot issue a
whip to their members, the
CEC said. Mr. Kumar said
electors in preventive deten-
tion would be allowed to
vote and those in jail would

have to seek parole in order
to cast their ballots.

In 2017, Mr. Kovind won
with 7,02,044 votes over
former Lok Sabha Speaker

Meira Kumar who got
3,67,314 votesout of the total
0f10,69,358.

While the total number of
electors was 4,896 in 2017,
each MP had 709 votes and
MLAs had a total votes of
5,49,495 based on the 1971
Census.

Narsinghanand, Owaisi
booked by Delhi Police

The police said that on the
basis of the material availa-
ble on social media and arti-
cles published in newspap-
ers and on other fora, it was
found that some persons
were using “hate-worthy
language  intentionally”,
while “having complete
knowledge that use of such
type of language is not only
discriminatory” but more
than sufficient to create a sit-
uation of animosity among
different groups.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Intelligence Fusion
and Strategic Operations un-

it) K.P.S. Malhotra said the
case was registered on Wed-
nesday. He said the social
media users were booked
for “spreading hate, inciting
groups and disturbing pu-
blic tranquillity”.

AIMIM supporters held a
protest outside the Parlia-
ment Street police station
opposing the FIR against Mr.
Owaisi. A total of 33 protes-
ters were detained and an
FIR, under the IPC Section
pertaining to disobedience
to an order duly promulgat-
ed by a public servant, was
lodged against the agitators.

‘Monitoring situation
at Pakistan mission’

“We’ve noted a recent inci-
dent of vandalisation of a
Hindu temple in Karachi. We
believe it’s another act of
systemic persecution of reli-
gious minorities,” said MEA
spokesperson Arindam Bag-
chi at the weekly media
briefing on  Thursday.
“We’ve conveyed our prot-
est to the Pakistan govern-
ment, urging them to ensure
safety, security & well-being
of its minority
communities.”

In its response to the In-
dian statement, the Pakistan
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said that a First Information
Report has already been re-
gistered against the assai-
lants and efforts are under-
way to identify and arrest
them. “The Government of
India would be well advised
to introspect and ensure the
protection of the fundamen-
tal rights, lives, and places of
worship of minorities across
India, particularly Muslims
who are facing brutal attacks

from the proponents of ‘Hin-
dutva’ holding on to the
reins of power in the coun-
try,” the Pakistan MFA said.

The MEA did not com-
ment on reports that the go-
vernment has asked for
more protection for the mis-
sion. Officials said security
arrangements are assessed
from time to time, and re-
vised if necessary.

On Thursday, dozens of
protesters clashed with pol-
ice in the high-security di-
plomatic or “green zone” of
the Pakistani capital, indi-
cating that more are expect-
ed to follow on Friday.
Groups like the Ulema Coun-
cil, Jamaat-e-Islami and the
Tehreek-e-Labaik plan to
protest outside the High
Commission in Islamabad af-
ter Friday prayers, and also
in the Pakistani cities of Hyd-
erabad, Karachi, Lahore,
Multan, Muzaffarabad, Pesh-
awar, Quetta, Rawalpindi
and Sargodha, Pakistan me-
dia reported.

Police get custody of
minor boys in rape case

The idea was to leave no
room to dilute the Sections
for reasons of minority of
age.

Also, the nature of crime
was nothing short of crime
committed by adults. More-
over, the minors would have
turned majors when the
case was pending trial.

It was argued that an
amendment to the Juvenile
Justice Act in 2015 had ap-
proved trying minors as ma-

jors during trial. A 17-year-
old boy who was accused of
committing unnatural sex
on a 10-year-old boy at
Chandrayangutta in the old
city of Hyderabad was treat-
ed as a major in 2019.

Meanwhile, the police on
Thursday took custody of
Malik for four-day interroga-
tion. They seized cellphones
and clothes worn by the ac-
cused at the time of offence
to build up evidence.

Mohanlal to face
trial in ivory case

James Mathew and A. A.
Poulose, two public-spirited
persons, challenged the
withdrawal plea.

Petitioners’ contention
Though the assistant public
prosecutor (APP) contended
that proceeding with the
case would be a futile exer-
cise and waste of the pre-
cious time of the court,
Abraham P. Meachinkara,
counsel for the petitioners,
opposed the withdrawal of
prosecution by arguing that
it was against the provisions
of law and legal precedents.
The certificate of owner-
ship for the ivory issued to
Mr. Mohanlal was void. The
grant of the certificate can-
not be treated as a ground
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for permitting withdrawal of
the case. No case was
charged against the actor
for the 13 ivory artefacts that
were found along with two
pairs of elephant tusks, he
argued. The Forest Depart-
ment had booked him after
an income tax search at his
residence revealed the ille-
gal possession of the ivory.
Section 50 of the Wild
Life Protection Act pre-
scribes imprisonment for a
term not less than three
years and extendable up to
seven years and a fine for of-
fences related to animals
specified in Schedule One of
the Act or meat of any such
animals or animal article,
trophy or uncured trophy
derived from such animals.

»

It is proof of
discussion with
Shaj Kiran’

ABDUL LATHEEF NAHA
PALAKKAD

Swapna Suresh, one of the
key accused in the sensation-
al diplomatic channel gold
smuggling case, said here on
Thursday that she would re-
lease a voice clip of a discus-
sion she had with Shaj Kiran,
who she claimed was Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan’s interlocutor.

“My lawyer and a few oth-
ers have got the voice clip.
They will release it tomor-
row [Friday]. I don’t know
how and where it is going to
explode,” she told the media
on Thursday.

Undue pressure

Swapna had said Shaj Kiran
had pressured her to with-
draw her damning state-
ments before a magistrate
court against the Chief Minis-
ter. She said here on Thurs-

Curfew in
Jammu’s
Bhaderwah

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAMMU

A curfew was imposed in
the Chenab valley’s Bha-
derwah in the Jammu re-
gion on Thursday evening
after Muslims assembled at
a local Jamia Mosque to
protest over the remarks
made by former BJP spo-
kesperson Nupur Sharma
recently and a social media
post of a local journalist.

Protests broke out in
Bhaderwah town during
the shutdown called by the
Anjuman Islamia during
the day.

Hundreds of local peo-
ple, including women, as-
sembled at the Jamia Mas-
jid in Bhaderwah. They
threatened of “dire conse-
quences” if the govern-
ment failed to act against
the accused.

“Ms. Sharma and others
should be booked under
the Public Safety Act (PSA)
and UAPA,” demanded the
protesters.

day that she would reveal
further details after the voice
clip is released.

Swapna said she moved
the High Court for anticipa-
tory bail because she feared
persecution from the police.
“I feared that the truth will
not come out if I am arrest-
ed. I also feared police tor-
ture. That’s why I moved the
court for anticipatory bail,”
she said.

Earlier, Swapna had al-
leged threat to her life in the
wake of the revelations she
made against Mr. Vijayan, his
wife, Kamala, his daughter,
Veena, former Minister and
MLA KT. Jaleel, former
Speaker P. Sreeramakrish-
nan, bureaucrats Nalini Net-
to and M. Sivasankar before
the Ernakulam Magistrate
Court under Section 164 of
the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure. However, she said she
never intended to scuttle the
investigation in the gold
smuggling case.

Swapna said Mr. Kiran had
warned her that Sarith

India delivers 12 speed
patrol boats to Vietnam :

Swapna Suresh

would be arrested and it was
he who told her that a Vigi-
lance team had taken Sarith
into custody on Wednesday.
Describing Mr. Kiran as a
good, trustworthy friend,
Swapna said she had sought
his help but he allegedly
came as an interlocutor for
Mr. Vijayan.

She said Mr. Kiran had
mentally tortured her on

HC dismisses anticipatory
bail pleas of Swapna, Sarith

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Thursday dismissed the
anticipatory bail petitions
filed by Swapna Suresh and
P.S. Sarith in the case
registered by the
Cantonment police based
on a complaint by K.T.
Jaleel, former Minister and
MLA.

Wednesday demanding that
she withdraw her CrPC 164
statement before the magis-
trate court.

Mr. Shaj Kiran reportedly
told her that a man named
Nikesh Kumar would come
and meet her and that she
should hand over her phone
to him.

“Nikesh is the voice of the
Chief Minister. Shaji [Kiran]

It took place during the ongoing visit of Rajnath Singh

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India on Thursday formally
handed over the 12 high-
speed guard boats con-
structed under the Union go-
vernment’s $100-million de-
fence Line of Credit (LoC) to
Vietnam at a ceremony at
the Hong Ha Shipyard dur-
ing the visit of Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh to the
Southeast Asian nation.

“I'm confident that this
will be precursor to many
more cooperative defence
projects between India and
Vietnam,” Mr. Singh said at
the ceremony.

Stating that this project
was an example of “Make in
India-Make for the World”
mission, Mr. Singh said, “We
would be greatly pleased if
close friends like Vietnam
become part of our defence
industries transformation
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Rajnath Singh with a Security Force official of Vietnam, during
the handover ceremony at the Hong Ha Shipyard. =e1i

through enhanced defence
industry cooperation.”

The speed boats will be
operated by the Vietnamese
Border Guard Force. The
deal was executed by Larsen
& Tourbo and of the 12 boats,
five were built in India and
the remaining in Vietnam

with assistance from L&T.
Hanoi has procured the 12
boats under the LoC extend-
ed in September 2014. In
2016, India has extended
another $500-million de-
fence LoC to Vietnam and
discussions are under way to
identify the equipment.

Dismissing the pleas,
Justice Viju Abraham
recorded the submissions of
the prosecutor that the
offences under Sections 153
(provocation with intent to
cause riot) and 120B
(conspiracy) of the Indian
Penal Code were both
bailable offences and that
there could not have been
any apprehension of arrest.

told me that if I am ready for
a compromise, they would
withdraw the case and lift
the travel ban against me,”
she said.

Swapna said many things,
including money, were pro-
mised to her.

“But I did not yield to that
pressure tactic,” she said, ad-
ding that she would reveal
further details on Friday.

FIR against
perfume
brand

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police on Thursday
registered an FIR against a
perfume brand over its
“misogynistic” advertise-
ment based on a complaint
filed by Delhi Commission
for Women (DCW) chief
Swati Maliwal last week.

DCP (Special Cell) K.P.S.
Malhotra said the FIR was
registered against Layer’r
Shot under Section 67 of
the Information Technolo-
gy Act by the Intelligence
Fusion and Strategic Oper-
ations Unit of Delhi Police.
Mr. Malhotra said a notice
has been issued to the com-
pany and an investigation
is in progress. Objecting to
the advertisement, Ms. Ma-
liwal had said it promoted
“rape culture” and issued a
notice to Delhi Police on
June 4 seeking action.

Layer’r Shot did not res-
pond to The Hindu’s re-
quests for comment on the
matter.

US. attempting to add fuel to the fire: China

Chinese Foreign Ministry calls visiting U.S. General's comment on border activity a ‘despicable act’

DINAKAR PERI
SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

A day after a visiting U.S.
General termed the Chinese
activity level in Eastern La-
dakh as “eye-opening” and
infrastructure being created
in their Western Theatre
Command as “alarming, the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs  (MoFA) reacted
sharply on Thursday saying
U.S. officials were trying to
add “fuel to the fire” and
“pointing  fingers”, and
termed it a “despicable act”.

The Indian Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) did not
respond directly to the com-
ments by Commander of

CBI probe in
11-year-old
murder case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

More than 11 years after Tri-
namool Congress leader
Tapan Dutta was killed, the
Calcutta High Court on
Thursday directed the CBI
to probe the murder. Ta-
pan Dutta, then vice-presi-
dent of the Trinamool Con-
gress’s Bally Jagacha block
unit in Howrah district,
was shot dead on May 6,
2011. He was spearheading
a movement against filling
alarge water body when he
was shot dead.

In the 56-page order,
Justice Mantha said that
the court’s mind was not
free from doubt that the
murder in question might
have been the result of riv-
alry and conspiracy.

U.S. Army Pacific General
Charles A. Flynn, but reiter-
ated that the Government of
India “carefully monitors”
developments along the bor-
der areas. Noting that the
two sides have agreed to
hold another round of Corps
Commander talks, MEA spo-
kesperson Arindam Bagchi
said it is their “expectation”
that in these talks, the Chi-
nese side will work with the
Indian side to reach a “mu-
tually acceptable solution for
remaining issues.”

“This border issue is bet-
ween China and India, the
two sides have the will and
capability to properly re-
solve the issue through talks

and some U.S. officials are
trying to add fuel to the fire
and pointing fingers,” Chi-
nese MoOFA Spokesperson
Zhao Lijian said in response
to a question at the daily
briefing in Beijing. “This is a
despicable act. We hope they
will do more to contribute to
regional peace and stability.”
Mr. Zhao further stated
that now the situation on the
India-China border is stabi-
lising “on the whole” and the
frontline forces from both
countries have “realised dis-
engagement in most areas
along the western section.”
Expressing alarm at the
Chinese activity, Gen. Char-
les A. Flynn, in an interac-

tion with journalists on Wed-
nesday, questioned their
“intentions” while also ex-
pressing concern at their
“behaviour”.

Govt. taking all measures
The government is commit-
ted to, and takes all adequate
and appropriate measures
for, safeguarding territorial
integrity and sovereignty as
the developments in the re-
cent years clearly demon-
strate, Mr. Bagchi said res-
ponding to questions at the
weekly press conference.
Stating that the two sides
have agreed to hold another
round of Senior Comman-
ders meeting during the

Working Mechanism for
Consultation & Coordination
on India-China Border Af-
fairs (WMCC) talks last week,
Mr. Bagchi said, “It is our ex-
pectation that in these talks
the Chinese side will work
with the Indian side to reach
a mutually acceptable solu-
tion for remaining issues gi-
ven the fact that both sides
also agree that the prolonga-
tion of the existing situation
in not in the interest of either
side.”

On the situation in La-
dakh, Mr. Bagchi said India
has maintained continuous
communication with the
Chinese side through diplo-
matic and military channels.

CAA will not help us: Bangladesh leader

He says main aim of Hindu community is to have a Minority Affairs Ministry

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
DHAKA

A leading member of the
Hindu community of Bangla-
desh has said that the Citi-
zenship Amendment Act
(CAA) of India will not help
them deal with the challeng-
es ahead.

Interacting with a visiting
team of Indian journalists on
Wednesday, Monindra Ku-
mar Nath, president, Moha-
nagar Sarbojoneen Puja
Committee, said that the
community’s real aim is to
have a separate Minority Af-
fairs Ministry and a special
permanent commission for
the minority religious
communities.

“We do not welcome this
special law from India. Such
laws are not helpful. We do
have certain problems like

A file photo of activists
during a protest in Dhaka.
=REUTERS

many others but we are from
Bangladesh and we will re-
main here. No one wants to
leave his or her motherland
and take refuge in a neigh-
bouring country. We will
deal with whatever challeng-
es we have by mobilising our

community in a coordinated
manner within our country,”
said Mr. Nath ,who is also the
joint general secretary of the
Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist
Christian Unity Council.

The Sheikh Hasina go-
vernment faced a major
challenge last year when a
communal disturbance
broke out at Brahmanbaria
and Comilla in the eastern
part of the country and
spread to Chittagong.

The phase witnessed mob
attacks on Durga Puja pan-
dals. But Mr. Nath said that
the number of Durga puja
celebrations in the country
had in fact nearly doubled
during the last 12 years, from
15,000 to 30,000. The Maha-
nagar Sarbojoneen Puja
Committee is the central reli-
gious body of the Hindu

community in Bangladesh as
it grants permission to com-
munity members to hold
Durga Puja celebrations
across the country.

Mr. Deb acknowledged
that the government had
been proactive in dealing
with majoritarian tenden-
cies, though some sporadic
incidents of intimidation of
the minority Hindu com-
munity is reported from
time to time. He said that ov-
er the years, representation
of the community has also
increased in Bangladesh.

The government has a Mi-
nistry of Religious Affairs.
Mr. Nath argued that the is-
sue of a separate ministry
will be part of the agenda of
minority communities as the
country gets into election
mode for next year.

»

Rape accused
duo set on
fire, one dies

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RANCHI

Two youths accused of rap-
ing a girl were beaten up
and set on fire by villagers
in Jharkhand’s Gumla dis-
trict, leaving one dead and
the other seriously injured,
police said on Thursday.

The incident took place
in a village in the Sadar pol-
ice station area on Wednes-
day night.

“The duo had allegedly
raped the minor on Wed-
nesday. When the girl’s fa-
mily members and other
villagers came to know
about the incident, they got
hold of the accused from a
neighbouring village. The
mob then brought the
youths to the survivor’s vil-
lage, thrashed them and set
them on fire,” the police
said. One of the accused
succumbed to his injuries
in the hospital while the
condition of the other is
critical, they said.

IN BRIEF
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J&K L-G orders probe
into Sl selection
SRINAGAR
Amid growing allegations of
irregularities in the first ever
major officer-rank
recruitment in J&K since
2019, Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Thursday
ordered an inquiry headed by
the Additional Chief
Secretary, Home. The J&K
Home Department had three
days ago put out the merit
list of 1,200 sub-inspector
aspirants who had applied
last year. There were
allegations from aspirants on
several counts, including
corruption and bias.

3 minors among 4 dead
in Meghalaya landslips
GUWAHATI

Four people, including three
minors, died in two different
incidents of landslips in the
Garo Hills region of
Meghalaya early Thursday
morning. Siddharth K.
Ambedkar, the
Superintendent of Police of
South West Garo Hills district,
said a woman and her two
children were killed in a
landslip at Jewalgre village
under the Gambegre block,
while a two-and-a-
half-year-old child died at
Samati village under the
Betasingh block. According to
the local authorities, at least
10 villages under the
Betasingh block have been
affected.

DCP's nod needed to file
POCSO cases in Mumbai
MUMBAI

Flagging the issue of false
cases being filed under
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
and child molestation,
Mumbai Police Commissioner
Sanjay Pandey has directed to
file such cases only after the
recommendation of an
Assistant Commissioner of
Police (ACP) and with the
permission of a Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP). According to the June
6 directive, it has been
observed that cases under
POCSO or of molestation are
being filed over old rivalry,
disputes over property and
money or personal reasons.

ED attaches aircraft
worth ¥30.91 crore

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has provisionally
attached a Cessna aircraft
worth ¥30.91 crore of
Bhushan Airways Services
Private Limited (BASPL) in
connection with the money
laundering case involving the
Bhushan Power and Steel
Limited (BPSL) and others.
The BASPL is controlled and
owned by Sanjay Singal, the
former managing director of
BPSL. Earlier, the agency had
attached various assets
valued at ¥4,423.36 crore in
the same case. The ED probe
is based on an FIR registered
by the CBI against the BPSL,
Mr. Singal and others,
alleging charges including
cheating and forgery.
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‘Many disgruntled BJP  Congress MLAs return to Jaipur
members will joinme’”

NCP leader files his nomination for Legislative Council polls

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

Filing his nomination for the
June 20 Maharashtra Legisla-
tive Council elections, Na-
tionalist Congress Party
(NCP) leader Eknath Khadse
on Thursday said that he was
in touch with disgruntled
MLAs of his former party, the
BJP, and they will soon come
and join him.

“Those who helped the
BJP grow in the State are out-
side while those who had
nothing to do with it are now
calling the shots inside. The
group that was loyal to Maha-
jan [late Pramod Mahajan]
and Munde [late Gopinath
Munde] has now been com-
pletely sidelined. Many peo-
ple are disgruntled over this
and many have discussed
this with me. A lot of them
are ready to quit the party
and join me,” Mr. Khadse
said.

The NCP State president
and Minister Jayant Patil on

,« P
Eknath Khadse =fiLe PHOTO

Thursday announced the
nomination of Council chair-
man Ramraje Naik-Nimbal-
kar and Mr. Khadse for the
elections.

Mr. Khadse said that he
worked for 40 years for the
BJP but the party instead
made corruption charges
against him, conducted an
inquiry to the extent that all
his accounts were seized and
he was asked to vacate his
own house. “How could I
have stayed in the BJP? I
joined the NCP. The BJP had
denied me a ticket for the
2019 Assembly polls, but to-

Cong. leaders to march
to ED office on June 13

Rahul has been summoned that day

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Congress Working Commit-
tee (CWC) members and
MPs will march to the Enfor-
cement Directorate office in
Delhi on June 13, the day
when former party chief Ra-
hul Gandhi is scheduled to
appear before it in an al-
leged money laundering
case. Party workers will un-
dertake a satyagraha in
front of ED offices in their
respective States.

Mr. Gandhi has been
summoned for questioning
in the National Herald case.

The strategy for the par-
ty’s response was decided at
a virtual meeting of All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
general secretaries, leaders
in charge of States and Pra-
desh Congress Committee
(PCC) chiefs on Thursday.

The meeting was presid-
ed by general secretary (or-
ganisation) K.C. Venugopal.

The AICC’s Telangana in-
charge Manickam Tagore
tweeted, “I will join &
march towards @dir ed of-
fice in Delhi. No FIR. Bogus
case to malign an honest
leader. 9 a.m. 13th June. Join
in Delhi or join Congress sa-
tyagraha in front of ED of-
fice in your State.”

Earlier, he had claimed
that the ED has got instruc-
tions to “insult” Mr. Gandhi.

Both Mr. Gandhi and his
mother and Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi had been
summoned by the ED in a
money laundering case in-

Rahul Gandhi

volving the National Her-
ald, as the agency wants to
record their statements un-
der the criminal provisions
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Ms. Gandhi could not ap-
pear on June 8 after testing
positive for COVID-19 and
has sought three or four
weeks’ time.

Financial irregularities
The case to investigate al-
leged financial irregularities
under the PMLA was regis-
tered about nine months
ago after a trial court took
cognisance of an Income
Tax Department probe car-
ried out on the basis of a
private criminal complaint
filed by former BJP MP Sub-
ramanian Swamy in 2013.
Mr. Swamy had ap-
proached the court alleging
that the assets of Associated
Journals Limited (AJL) — that
published the National Her-
ald newspaper — were frau-
dulently acquired and trans-
ferred to Young Indian, in
which Ms. Gandhi and her
son owned 38% shares each.

day the NCP gave me Council
nomination for which I am
thankful,” he said.

Mr. Khadse hails from Jal-
gaon district in Maharashtra
and is considered one of the
tallest leaders of the Leva-Pa-
til community, which falls
under the OBC category. He
was a key BJP leader when
the party started spreading
its roots in Maharashtra un-
der the leadership of the late
Gopinath  Munde.  His
daughter-in-law Raksha
Khadse is a BJP MP from the
Raver Lok Sabha
constituency.

Mr. Khadse said his objec-
tions are against the one who
is presently running the BJP
in the State. “Objections are
against the one who is calling
the shots and the one who is
leading the party. I am of the
firm view that ever since the
arrival of Devendra Fadnavis,
the BJP’s internal politics has
completely changed,” he
said.

Rajya Sabha polls to be held today, amid indications of a close fight for one seat

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

MLAS of the Congress and In-
dependent legislators re-
turned here on Thursday
from a resort near Udaipur
where they had been seques-
tered since June 2 as a mea-
sure against cross-voting in
the Rajya Sabha elections to
be held on Friday. Polling is
being held to four Rajya Sab-
ha seats from Rajasthan.

An intense fight will be on
for one seat contested by
media baron Subhash Chan-
dra as an Independent with
the BJP’s support.

The MLAs, who arrived by
a special flight, were taken
straight to a luxury hotel on
the outskirts of Jaipur, where
they will stay overnight.
With the ruling party taking
all precautions to prevent
horse-trading, the legislators
will be taken together to the
Assembly for polling.

The Opposition BJP MLAs
were also staying in a hotel
near Jaipur, where a mock
drill was conducted for poll-
ing. Though five MLAs re-
portedly made a mistake in
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Congréss MLAs heading to Udaipur on June 2 after it became

known that the RS polls will go down to the wire. =pri

the mock polling, the BJP
leaders said they would be-
careful during the actual
process. Chief Minister Ash-
ok Gehlot told presspersons
at the airport that the elec-
tion results would “teach a
lesson” to the BJP against
horse-trading in future.

1996 incident

“The Congress is certain to
win three of the four seats,
but the BJP has created very
wrong traditions. They had
even harassed [former CM]
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat,
who was forced to take the

MLAs to Chokhi Dhani re-
sort,” he said, recounting an
incident that happened in
1996. Mr. Gehlot said the
BJP’s complaints to the Elec-
tion Commission and the En-
forcement Directorate had
depicted its nervousness, as
there was no basis for the
charges of misuse of office
and violation of the model
code of conduct. “The com-
plaint made to the ED defies
logic. What do they want to
prove,” he asked.

A whip issued by the Bha-
ratiya Tribal Party (BTP) to
its two MLAs late on Wed-

nesday night, asking them to
abstain from voting, created
confusion, as the legislators,
Rajkumar Roat and Ram Pra-
sad, have already an-
nounced their support to the
candidates fielded by the
Congress.

The two MLAs indicated
that they would vote for the
Congress despite the whip.

‘Demands not met’

BTP State president Velaram
Ghogra, while issuing the
whip, stated that though the
party had supported the
Congress government dur-
ing the political crisis in
2020, the demands raised
for the tribal areas had not
been fulfilled.

A Vacation Bench of the
Rajasthan High Court on
Thursday dismissed an ap-
plication for a stay on the de-
claration of results till the
disposal of writ petitions
pertaining to disqualifica-
tion of six MLAs who were
elected on Bahaujan Samaj
Party ticket in the 2018 elec-
tions and had later merged
with the Congress.

Use party
forum to raise
issues: Nadda

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

BJP president J.P. Nadda on
Thursday asked party lead-
ers, including MPs and
MLAs, not to raise de-
mands relating to division
of West Bengal in public.

Mr. Nadda said that such
issues can be discussed in
party forum. A number of
BJP leaders including MP
and MLAs have been rais-
ing the demand for crea-
tion of a State particularly
for areas of north Bengal or
the State’s Jangalmahal re-
gion.

Hours before the party
president addressed the
BJP leaders in a closed
door meeting, Kurseong
MLA Bishnu Prasad Shar-
ma on Thursday said that
“his agenda remains crea-
tion of a separate State in
north Bengal”.

Division of West Bengal
is an emotive issue and for
decades, politics in the
Darjeeling hills have been
centered on the demand
for creation of separate
State of Gorkhaland.

Presidential polls to be a test of Opposition unity

Sonia deputes
Kharge to reach
out to parties

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

The countdown for electing
the next President of India
has begun with the Election
Commission’s  announce-
ment of the poll schedule on
Thursday. This is the only
opportunity for the Opposi-
tion to put up a show of un-
ity ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha election and for the
Congress to keep its position
as the lead Opposition party.

Congress president Sonia

Gandhi has deputed Leader
of Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge to
reach out to the other Oppo-
sition parties. Sources said
that after informal talks
among them, a joint meeting
of with Opposition parties
will be scheduled in Delhi.
“The Congress believes in
building a consensus among
all Opposition parties and
we shall have a common can-
didate who will represent
the secular ethos of the like-
minded parties. This contest
is about putting up an alter-
native to the communal and
regressive agenda of the
BJP,” Congress general secre-

tary (organisation) K.C. Ve-
nugopal said. CPI leader Bi-
noy Viswam tweeted that he
had received a call from Mr.
Kharge. Mr. Viswam said the
CPI would support a com-
mon candidate with secular
credentials and a progres-
sive outlook.

Different scenario

The 2022 Presidential elec-
tions are different in many
ways, compared with the
one in 2017. There have been
three key changes in the past
five years. One, the Aam
Aadmi Party, with its recent
victory in the Punjab Assem-
ly election, has Chief Minis-

ters in two States, at par with
the Congress (Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh). The Congress
has studiously kept the AAP
out of the Opposition equa-
tions over the years.

Second, the Trinamool
Congress, which played an
able deputy to the Congress
in 2017, is far more assertive
after its stupendous victory
in the May 2021 Assembly
election in West Bengal.

Third, the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS), threa-
tened by the BJP’s expansion
in Telangana, is now in the
Opposition bloc, but does
not want to be seen follow-
ing the Congress. The trinity

of the AAP, the Trinamool
and the TRS thus make it dif-
ficult for the Congress to
take the pole position in this
battle. A senior Congress
leader said, “At the end of
the day, among the Opposi-
tion parties, we have the
highest number of votes, so
how can anyone say that
they will build an Opposition
bloc without us?”

Trinamool spokesperson
and Rajya Sabha member
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray said,
“So far, we haven’t discussed
the Presidential elections.
These are decisions taken at
the highest level and in a day
or two, our party’s stand vis-

a-vis the other Opposition
parties will be clear.”

The Shiv Sena, which in re-
cent months has emerged the
biggest cheerleader of the
Congress, agreed that the
Presidential election will de-
cide the contours of the Op-
position. Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut, speaking to The
Hindu, said that so far his
party had been busy with the
Rajya Sabha polls scheduled
for Friday.

“There is no doubt that the
Presidential election is cru-
cial. It is the only test of Op-
position unity ahead of the
next 2024 general election,”
Mr. Raut said.
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o

+91-0476-2680101.

No Tender Id

Name of the Work

-

2022_KMML_493590_1

For fabrication and supply of Tickle
Condenser (Methanol Chiller)

N

2022_KMML_493647_1

For the supply of support Roller Assembly
for Roaster and Calciner-2 Nos

Chavara 09.06.2022

sd/-DGM(Mtls) For The Kerala Minerals And Metals Ltd

w

2022_KMML_493715_1

Fabrication, Painting and Erection of
structural housing associated with the 5TPH
capacity Integrated Pressure Filtration &
Spin Flash Dryer in U-400 at KMML TP Unit,
Sankaramangalam, Chavara, Kollam,
Kerala, India

SI.No Name of post

No.of

post () Remuneration

01 | Professor
(Practice of Medicine)

01 | Rs.90,000/- PM
(Consolidated)

Chavara 09.06.2022

sd/-HOU(TP/TSP) For The Kerala Minerals And Metals

Our Products: Titanium Dioxide, Titanium Tetra Chloride, Nano Titanium, Titanium Sponge, Rutile, Zircon & Sillimanite

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

TRIVANDRUM (WORKS BRANCH)
E-TENDER NOTICE No.V /W /TVC /10/2022

Dated: 07.06.2022

(Residential/Online as per the
Government directives)

o 2Months Training
(Residential/Online as per the

(AOP/Pre-Seed Stage) & Kalpvriksh-6 (SIP/Seed Stage) Programme 2022-23 02 | Professor 02 | Rs.90,000/- PM
S-ABI, Jobner an agri-business incubator funded by RKVY-RAFTAAR, is organizing (Psychiatry) (COHSO"d ated)
‘Abhyuday-6' and "Kalpvriksh-6' programmes with the following key features: -
ABHYUDAY-6 KALPVRIKSH-G 03 | Associate Professor 01 | Rs.70,000/- PM
(ForIdeation Stage) (For Startups) (Psychlatry) (COﬂSOhdated)
o ExpertAssistance e |.T.EquippedLab 04 Consultant 01 Rs.1 ‘00,000/_ PM
o 2Months Training o ExpertAssistance (Psychi atri St) (C onsolidate d)

Divisional Railway Manager / Works Branch / Trivandrum Division, Trivandrum-14 for
and on behalf of the President of India invites online tenders for the following works
as per tender notice given in our e-tender portal www.ireps.gov.in. The tenderer(s)
/ contractor(s) to apply for e-tender for WORKS in Trivandrum Division, need to get
enrolled in the e-tender portal www.ireps.gov.in and only online tenders will be

o Crant-in-Aid uptoRs. 5 Lakhs Government directives)

The eligible candidates may apply by SPEED POST to the

accepted.

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY e-Tender Notice @ Grant-in-Aid uptoRs. 25 Lakhs Assistant Director In-charge, National Homoeopathy Research N Description
Tender No.: 03.05/2022-23/SE/PHC/CHN. 05/2022-23/SE/PHCICHN Startups will be considered for Seed Stage Funding and individuals Institute in Mental Health (NHRIMH), Sachivothamapuram, PO., Senior Section Engineer/Pway/Mavelikara and Alleppey - Engaging of sermi
1) JJM Phase - Emakulam District - Providing’functional household tap connect.ion in with innovative ideas yet to start business will be considered for pre- KOﬁaya.m - 686532 .(Ke.rala) Iategt by 25062022 Further 4 |skilled labour by outsourcing for monsoon night patrolling; Approx. Value ¥
Kadungalloor Panchayath and allied works, 2) JJM 2021-22 - Phase Il - Erakulam seed stage funding. details including application form is available on the website in lakh: 22.47; Earenest Money Deposit : ¥ 45000; Period of Completion in
District Providing FHTC in Alangad Panchay,ath of Ernakulam District. For any further details please visit our website www.sabijobner.co.in (www.ccrhindia.nic.in and www.nhrimh.ac.in). Application Months: FOUR
EMD: 5,00,000 each. Tender fee: 315,000 + (18 % GST) each. or www.sknau.ac.[n/en/slgn-agr|-t;usmess—|ncubator. Last date to received after the last date will not be considered. Sq/ Senior Section Engineer/Pway/Quilon Varkala, Trivandrum & Nagercoil -
Last date for submitting tender: 30-06-2022, 03:00 pm. Ph: 0484-2360645 receive online application is tentatively 20th June 2022. . . - 5 |Engaging of semi skilled labour by outsourcing for monsoon night patrolling;
Website: www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in PL. (S-ABI) and Dean & FC. SKNCOA Assistant Director In-Charge Approx. Value ¥ in lakh: 19.67; Earenest Money Deposit :  39300; Period of
KWA-JB-GL-6-333-2022-23 Superintending Engineer, PH Circle, Kochi Raj. Samwad/C/3038/2022-23 ' (S-AB and Dean i Completion in Months: SEVEN
P 9=n9 ! . Senior Divisional Engineer/North/TVC - Engaging of semi skilled labour by
3 |outsourcing for monsoon night patrolling; Approx. Value X in lakh: 26.73;
AHM EDABAD Mu N ICI PAL CORPORAT|ON ‘ Earenest Money Deposit : ¥ 53500; Period of Completion in Months: FOUR
- - B I N D IAN I N STITU TE 0 F S C I E N C E Trivandrum Division - TBTR - Renewal of corroded channel sleepers with new
S g— Bangalore - 560012. 4 |H-beam steel sleepers - 1366 nos; Approx. Value ¥ in lakh: 409.75; Earenest
(BRI DG EEpﬁgdggg NDOETPIQETM ENT) Z?&'{Z" ADMISSION NOTICE Money Deposit : ¥ 354900; Period of Completion in Months: TWELVE
- Amrit Mahotsav . " . B i B |
_ BTech Program in Mathematics and Computlng Shoranur Ernakl,.llam Section Proposed §ubway§ at km. 76 / 700 - 800 in
Estimated . - . - - - e - 5 [lieu of LC No 59 A; Approx. Value X in lakh: 243.32; Earenest Money Deposit
Name of Work Tender Cost The Indian Institute of Science is starting an interdisciplinary four-year BTech program in : ¥ 271700; Period of Completion in Months: SIX
1. | CONSTRUCTION OF THROUGH FLYOVER BRIDGE FROM GALAXY CINEMA JUNCTION TO Rs. Mathematics and Computing. Students have the option of continuing for another year and Collection and training out of track ballast at Cochin Harbour Terminus
NARODA PATIYA JUNGTION IN AHMEDABAD CITY AREA. 197,98,01,087.92 obtaining a MTech degree subject to fulfilling CGPA, course credits and project requirements. 6 | depot; Approx. Value  in lakh: 446.25; Earenest Money Deposit : ¥ 373100;

VISION
The aim of the program is to produce
leaders who will be at the forefront of
research, development, and innovation in
futuristic disciplines and next generation

STANDOUT FEATURES
« A focused and modern program backed by
strong departments.
* A strong foundation in Mathematics and
Computing core followed by a flexible and

I Period of Completion in Months: TWELVE

Collection and training out of track ballast at Haripad depot; Approx. Value ¥
7 |in lakh: 203.25; Earenest Money Deposit : ¥ 251600; Period of Completion
in Months: TWELVE

Trivandrum Division - Increasing sleeper density (S) on loop lines in Divisional
8 | Engineer North Jurisdiction; Approx. Value X in lakh: 57.95; Earenest Money

2. |CONSTRUCTION OF 4 LANE FLYOVER BRIDGE ON SATTADHAR CROSS ROAD ALONG
JANTANAGAR TOWARDS SAL HOSPITAL MODEL ROAD IN NORTH WEST ZONE IN
AHMEDABAD.
ONLINE SUBMISSION UP TO : DATE : 06/07/2022 UP TO 17:00 HRS.
DETAILS & TENDERS AVAILABLE ON : www.nprocure.com

Rs. I
68,85,54,140.14

A Municipal Commissioner (AMC) 4 technologies that require deep use of | unmatched range of course offerings. Deposit : % 115900; Period of Gompletion in Months: TWELVE
mathematics, computer science, and data | « Opportunities for specialization via various Trvandrom Division-1 Py Gensity (5) on loon lines in Divisional
science. study tracks. . Envalm rurg l;/;s\ljon;;c;eaf:gsee[i/erl en;{yl( k)lq?rsoogg‘ Eesm ;vll\:lona

HIMACHAL PRADESH HORTICULTURAL PRODUCE » Multidisciplinary and Industry projects. DI;?):;;E: ?%oﬁéfpgifg of Fé%rr%);etaiounein ﬂo‘ﬁms} T\)VELv:renes e
h mc MARKETING AND PROCESSING CORPORATION LTD, * Located in the Tech hub of the COUntry. Manual Deep screening of track in Trichur P.Way section; Approx. Value ¥
pr » Ecosystemthatencouragesentrepreneurship 10 |in lakh: 60.00; Earenest Money Deposit : ¥ 120000; Period of Completion

(A Government Undertaking)
Fruit Processing Plant Parwanoo — 173220, Distt- Solan (HP)
E.mail id. hpmcfpp1980@gmail.com, Phone no. 01792-232351

e-Tender Notice for Purchase of Totapuri Mango Pulp, White Guava Pulp,

Pineapple Pulp, Sulphited Litchi Pulp and Orange pulp

Online offers are invited for Purchase of Totapuri Mango Pulp, White Guava Pulp, Pineapple Pulp,
Sulphited Litchi Pulp and Orange Pulp for HPMC FPP Parwanoo from the interested parties may be
a firm/ company or Authorized distributor. The last date of online receipt of e-tender is 17" June, 2022
upto 11:00 am. The online bid will be opened on the same day in the presence of the parties or their
representatives at 01:00pm. The bid document details are available online on the website
https://hptenders.gov.in. The bidder would be required to have digital signature (DSC) from one of the
certifying authority. HPMC reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning any

reasons. Additional General Manager

in Months: SIX

Trivandrum Division - Manual Deep screening of track in yards, points
11 |and crossings in ADEN/QLN sub division; Approx. Value X in lakh: 79.54;
Earenest Money Deposit : ¥ 159100; Period of Completion in Months: SIX
TVC Improvements to PF No. 1 and FOB; Approx. Value X in lakh:
12 [251.28; Earenest Money Deposit : ¥ 275700; Period of Completion in
Months: TWELVE

Tender Closing
date and time:

and deep-tech consulting.
» Excellent placements in global IT majors,
data analytics and fintech firms.
Program Website
https://btech-ug.iisc.ac.in/MathandComputing/

ELIGIBILITY Selection will be based on the
JEE Advanced 2022 Ranks.
https://iisc.ac.in/admissions/undergraduate-
btech/

Application Procedure

Applications must be submitted online via
the 11Sc Admissions Portal
https://admissions-august.iisc.ac.in/index.
html

Portal opens on June 1, 2022.

SI.No:1to 3 :21.06.2022 at 15.00 hrs.
SI.No: 4 to 12 : 29.06.2022 at 15.00 hrs.

Important Deadlines

Application portal will close on August 30,
2022. Applicants must login and update their
applications within 48 hours of the declaration
of JEE Advanced ranks.

Details approximate value of tender, EMD & location are given on the
e-portal, www.ireps.gov.in. For Details of bid submission, please refer website
portal www.ireps.gov.in.

Senior Divisional Engineer / Co-ordination / Trivandrum-14

Follow us on :Etwitter.comfGMSRailway

»

Sd/-, REGISTRAR
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Mayank to
head Prasar
Bharati

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Doordarshan and Doordar-
shan News Director-Gener-
al Mayank Kumar Agrawal
has been given the addi-
tional charge of Prasar Bha-
rati CEO.

The decision to give the
additional charge to the
1989-batch 1IS official till
further orders or regular
appointment to the post,
was approved by I&B Mi-
nister Anurag Thakur.

The move came after the
five-year tenure of Shashi
Shekhar Vempati as Prasar
Bharati CEO came to an
end on Wednesday.

An alumnus of the IIT,
Bombay, Mr. Vempati was
the youngest and first non-
bureaucrat to hold the pu-
blic office since its creation
in 1997.

4 States asked to raise COVID vigilance

Daily tally crosses the 7000 mark after 99 days; positivity rate breaches 2% mark after 111 days

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

In view of the rising number
of COVID-19 cases, the Union
government on Thursday
asked Maharashtra, Kerala,
Delhi and Karnataka to em-
ploy the five-fold strategy of
test, track, treat, vaccinate
and COVID-appropriate
behaviour.

Health Secretary Bharat
Bhushan wrote to these
States to keep an eye on CO-
VID clusters. Stating that 81%
of the cases in a period of 24
hours to 8 a.m. on Thursday
were from these States, the
Ministry pointed to the need
to follow a risk assessment-
based approach on the pu-
blic health responses without
losing the gains made so far
in the fight against the
pandemic.

Biotech sector
grew 8 fold: Modi

Major focus areas are health, agri: PM

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

India’s bio-economy has
grown eight-fold in the past
eight years and the country
was close to being among
the top biotechnology coun-
tries in the world, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said at
the inauguration of the Bio-
tech Startup Expo, 2022
here on Thursday.

“We have grown from $10
billion to $80 billion. India is
not too far from reaching
the league of top-10 coun-
tries in biotech’s global eco-
system,” he said. The Prime
Minister underlined the
contribution of the Biotech-
nology Industry Research
Assistance Council in the
development of the sector.

Mr. Modi said that trust in
the skill and innovation of
India’s information technol-
ogy professionals in the
world was at “new heights”
and this upbeat mood was
now evident in the biotech
sector as well as among the
biotechnology professionals
of India.”

Narendra Modi

According to the PM,
there were five big reasons
why India is being consi-
dered a land of opportuni-
ties in the field of biotech.
First, its diverse population
and diverse climatic zones;
second, the country’s ta-
lented human capital; third,
ease of doing business in In-
dia; fourth, the rising de-
mand for bio-products in In-
dia; and fifth, India’s own
biotech sector and its track
record of success. The ma-
jor focus areas for the sector
are health, agriculture,
energy, natural farming and
bio-fortified seeds.

Chidambaram takes a jibe
at Centre for EPI rejection

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) should be
called “no dissonance al-
lowed” government, former
Finance Minister P. Chidam-
baram said on Thursday af-
ter the government rejected
the Environmental Perfor-
mance Index.

The Centre had called the
EPI “unscientific” and re-
jected the report that placed
India at the bottom of 180

countries on the basis of 40
performance indicators
across 11 category issues to
evaluate countries on cli-
mate change, and environ-
ment. “NDA Government is
well known as the ‘no data
available’ government. Now
it is the ‘no dissonance al-
lowed’” government. That is
why it rejected the Environ-
mental Performance Index
that placed India at the last
place among 180 countries,”
he said.

Y

Timely checks: A health worker collecting the swab of a passenger at the State transport bus
station in Ahmedabad on Thursday. =visay soneu

Coronavirus infections in
the country rose by 7,240 in
the 24 hours, a 39% jump
from the previous day’s fi-
gure. The tally is crossing

7,000 after 99 days, while the
daily positivity rate crossed
2% after 111 days, the Health
Ministry said.

There were eight fresh fa-

talities (six in Kerala and one
each in Delhi and Chhattis-
garh), and the active cases
rose by 3,641 to 32,498. The
national coronavirus recov-

ery rate was 98.71%, the Mi-
nistry said. The daily positiv-
ity rate was 2.13%, and the
weekly rate 1.31%, according
to the data. The case fatality
rate was 1.21%.

Maharashtra ~ recorded
2,813 new cases, the highest
in nearly four months, and
one death, the State Health
Department said in the even-
ing. Mumbai reported a mar-
ginal drop with 1,702 infec-
tions, 63 fewer than the 1,765
recorded the previous day,
the Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation said in the
evening.

Delhi logged 622 fresh cas-
es and two more deaths on
Thursday, while the positivi-
ty rate rose to 3.17%, accord-
ing to data shared by the ci-
ty’s Health Department.

(With PTI inputs)

TISc, Bengaluru top Indian varsity’

It ranks 155 in QS World University Rankings; 41 Indian institutions on the list

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru (IISc) is
the new national leader in
the QS World University
Rankings, 2023 released on
Thursday, which also shows
that all Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) improved
their standing.

The latest edition of QS
World University Rankings
features 41 Indian universi-
ties, of which 12 improved
their positions, 12 remained
stable, 10 declined and seven
are new entries.

The IISc ranks 155th glo-
bally, and is the global leader
in the citations per faculty
(CpF) indicator, which QS us-
es to evaluate the impact of
the research produced by
universities. It is the fastest
rising South Asian university
among the top-200 universi-

LEEAAN |

ties in the QS rankings, hav-
ing climbed 31 places year on
year.

The IIT Bombay, which
was the top Indian university
in QS World University Rank-
ings of the previous edition,
is the second best Indian in-
stitution this time and
climbed five places globally
to reach the 172 rank.

The third best Indian un-

The lISc is the fastest rising South Asian university. =riLe PHoTO

iversity is the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Delhi
(IITD), followed by IIT Ma-
dras and IIT Kanpur.

0.P. Jindal Global Univer-
sity is the top-ranked private
institute in India, and moved
up from the 701750 ranking
band to 651700, followed by
the Manipal Academy of
Higher Education and Amity
University.

The TISc is the world’s top
research university, achiev-
ing a perfect score of 100/
100 for CpF.

The IIT in Guwahati and
Roorkee and the University
of Madras are also among
global top-50 research insti-
tutions. However, Indian un-
iversities  struggle with
teaching capacity and inter-
nationalisation. Thirty of In-
dia’s 41 ranked universities
have suffered declines in the
faculty-student ratio indica-
tor with only four recording
improvements.

Amrita Vishwa Vidya-
peetham is the best-per-
forming local institution for
the proportion of interna-
tional faculty ranking 411 glo-
bally and the Amity Universi-
ty is the national leader for
the proportion of interna-
tional students, ranking 542
globally.

Counselling for NEET
can't 2o on forever: SC

Few join non-clinical courses: govt.

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday indicated that
“stray” rounds of counsell-
ing to fill over 1,400 vacant
seats in postgraduate medi-
cal programmes through
the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test could not go
on forever. The government
replied said that no candi-
dates had opted for these
seats, which are mostly of
non-clinical courses, des-
pite nine rounds of counsell-
ing.

Appearing before a Vaca-
tion Bench of Justices M.R.
Shah and Aniruddha Bose,
Additional Solicitor-General
Balbir Singh submitted that
out of the 1,456 vacant seats,
over 1,100 were allocated to
private and 300 to govern-
ment medical colleges.

“Non-clinical courses are
for those who prefer an aca-
demic life. They would not
be medical doctors, but
would be qualified to teach
subjects such as anatomy,
etc. Very difficult to get such
jobs. So students do not opt
for these courses, though
there are seats available,” he
said.

Mr. Singh said students
did not find it feasible to en-
rol for expensive non-clini-
cal courses in private colleg-
es, which would not even
guarantee them employ-
ment.

Advocate Gaurav Shar-
ma, appearing for the Na-
tional Medical Commission,
said seats remained vacant
in non-clinical courses ev-
ery year.

The court, on Wednes-
day, on a petition filed by a
group of doctors led by As-
tha Goel, senior advocate
Rachna Srivastava, advo-
cates Charu Mathur and Mi-
lind Kumar, had taken se-
rious note of the 1,456
vacant seats. The petition-
ers had sought a “special

stray” round of counselling
to fill them. The court had
said that seats could not be
left vacant when the coun-
try, after a pandemic, could
not afford a dearth of doc-

tors.

After hearing the govern-
ment’s version that such va-
cant seats were an annual
feature, the Bench seemed
to agree that there should be
a limit to the counselling
process for 2021, which
should not interfere with
the process for 2022.

“Merely because some
seats have been left vacant
after eight or nine rounds of
counselling, can you say you
will be given admission after
one-and-half years in a
three-year course, compro-
mising with the education
and the health of people?
Try to appreciate this is a
three-year course,” the
court addressed the peti-
tioners. Ms. Srivastava, ho-
wever, argued that the coun-
selling had  abruptly
stopped on May 7 and an
RTI reply showed that there
were a large number of va-
cant seats available in sur-
gery, anaesthesia, and oph-
thalmology PG courses.

But the court indicated
that students hardly had a
right even after nine rounds
of counselling and the pass-
ing of a year-and-a-half in a
three-year course. The PG
academic curriculum can-
not be undone.

The court reserved the
case for pronouncement of
orders on Friday.

[s tying the knot a way to untangle even grievous cases?

Two recent Supreme Court decisions have placed domestic stability above the punishment due to a convicted man

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

Two recent decisions of the
Supreme Court raise the
question whether a convict-
ed man can spare himself
years of jail time by entering
into what seems to be a rath-
er opportune marriage with
his victim or to a member of
the victim’s family.

In June, the court used its
extraordinary power under
Article 142 to release a man
convicted of attempt to mur-
der because he married his
victim’s sister while the case
was still pending in the Ma-
dras High Court. The top
court noted that all the peo-
ple involved were living in
the same locality. The par-

ties involved had ap-
proached the court to set
aside the conviction “in or-
der to bring peace and in or-
der to live cordially”. The ac-
cused had spent just 18
months in jail.

“In the peculiar facts and
circumstances of this case,
particularly when there is a
marriage within the families
of the injured and the ac-
cused, we consider it a fit
case wherein this court
could exercise its power un-
der Article 142. We, there-
fore, permit the parties to
compound the offence,” the
court observed.

The second case, in May,
also from Tamil Nadu, con-
cerned a man who was con-

victed under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act for rap-
ing his minor niece. He had
later married her.

Taking note that the cus-
tom of avunculate marriage
existed in Tamil Nadu, the
court set aside his convic-
tion, reasoning that it did not

want to “disturb” their “mar-
riage” and “happy family
life”. The court said its deci-
sion was based, again, on the
“peculiar facts and circum-
stances of the case” and
should not be wused as
precedent.

In both cases, the top
court seems to have placed
the idea of domestic stability
above the punishment due
to a convicted man.

The National Commission
for Women has reportedly
marked a 30% rise in crime
against women in 2021 com-
pared with the 2020 figure,
with more than half of them
against their life and dignity.
The NCW had received near-
ly 31,000 complaints of

crimes committed against
women in 2021.

Last year, the SC faced a
flurry of outrage when the
media reported then Chief
Justice of India S.A. Bobde
asking the lawyer of a rape
accused to find out whether
his client would be willing to
marry the victim or risk the
prospect of going to jail. The
lawyer had later come back
to say that his client had de-
clined as he was already
married.

A few days later, Justice
Bobde (now retired) clarified
that he was misquoted in the
media.

On March 18, 2021, a ver-
dict, authored by Justice S.
Ravindra Bhat, had set aside

a Madhya Pradesh High
Court order granting bail to a
suspected molester provid-
ed he visited his victim at her
home and “allowed” her to
tie a rakhi on him. In a scath-
ing verdict, Justice Bhat had
said judgments and orders
continue to reflect “en-
trenched paternalistic and
misogynistic attitudes” even
after 70 years as a Republic.

“A woman cannot be her-
self in the society of the pre-
sent day, which is an exclu-
sively masculine society,
with laws framed by men
and with a judicial system
that judges feminine con-
duct from a masculine point
of view,” Justice Bhat had qu-
oted Henrik Ibsen.
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12 Decree reportedly correct (5) 25 This is always raised above heads (5) w é N E : L /IA z g g R 2 U 6 ? 3 2 4 8 5 9 1 ;
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FAITH

The eternal conflict

Sage Vyasa narrates the Devi Bhagavata Purana to Janame-
jaya, son of Parikshit, and Janamejaya raises many doubts
over the events in Krishna avatar. As Vyasa begins to ex-
plain, he brings to focus many issues of dharma and adhar-
ma that are always in conflict, pointed out Sri K. Srinivasan
in a discourse. The burden of adharma on Mother Earth is
shown as the reason for Krishna avatar. To alleviate this sit-
uation, Indra, Brahma, Vishnu and others go along with her
to seek the help of Goddess Devi, the essence of Yoga Maya,
who alone can provide solutions to all the problems of this
world. Vishnu tells them that She is the most omnipotent
and also the most benevolent. He recalls the various instanc-
es when She had displayed Her supremacy.

In this context the Kenopanishad story is quoted to show
that all the forces in this world serve Maha Maya. Once,
when the celestial beings had a victory over the asuras, they
exulted and momentarily forgot that they owed their suc-
cess to the Supreme Goddess. To teach them a lesson, the
Goddess first appeared before them in the form of a Yaksha
and placed a blade of grass in front of Agni and Vayu. Agni
was asked to burn it and Vayu to blow it. But they were un-
able to do so. The episode is symbolic of all human attain-
ments as well. She thus proved the truth that all the forces in
this universe, be it Agni or Vayu, who are known for their
power especially in Pralaya kala, are all chaitanya swaroopa
who derive their strength from Her.

Vishnu advises all those assembled to meditate on Her.
She appears before them and explains the plan according to
which Krishna avatar will take place. She also will be born
and orders all the devas also to join in this venture to put an
end to adharma and establish dharma.

»
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Fate of Donbas rests on battleground city”

Zelensky says western artillery that Ukraine has sought would end the fight for Severodonetsk in days

British, Moroccan citizens
sentenced to death

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LYSYCHANSK

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky on Thursday
said the fate of the whole
Donbas region hinges on the
“very fierce” battle with Rus-
sian troops for the flashpoint
eastern city of
Severodonetsk.

Moscow’s forces are con-
centrating their firepower on
the strategically important
industrial hub as part of ef-
forts to capture a swathe of
eastern Ukraine.

As shelling and air strikes
killed another 11 people
around the country, Ukraine
said on Thursday that the
western long-range artillery
it has been begging for
would end the fight for Seve-
rodonetsk in days.

In his evening address to

Man shot dead
during clashes
in West Bank

ASSOCIATED PRESS
mVIV
Israeli forces shot and
killed a Palestinian man
during clashes in the West
Bank on Thursday, the Pal-
estinian Health Ministry
said, as Israeli troops conti-
nued arrest raids there.
The man has been iden-
tified as Mohammed Abu
Ayhour, 27, from Halhul in
the southern West Bank.

Court upholds
blasphemy
death sentence

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LAHORE

A Pakistani High Court has
upheld the death sentence
of two Christian brothers
convicted for uploading
blasphemous content on
social media in 2011.

The Lahore High Court
Rawalpindi bench com-
prising Justice Raja Shahid
Mehmood Abbasi and Jus-
tice Chaudhry Abdul Aziz
on Wednesday dismissed
the appeals of convicts —
Qaiser Ayub and Amoon
Ayub — against their
sentences.

A sessions court in 2018
sentenced the two Chris-
tian brothers to death on
allegation that they had in-
sulted Prophet Moham-
mad and posted the blas-
phemous post on a
website.

m..
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Heading to safety: A house on fire following a military strike in
aresidential area in Kharkiv on Friday. =reuters

the nation on Wednesday,
Mr. Zelensky said the battle
for the city was “very
fierce... very difficult. Proba-
bly one of the most difficult
throughout this war.

“In many ways, the fate of
our Donbas is being decided
there.”

Following days of raging
street battles, Ukrainian offi-
cials conceded that Russian
troops control a large part of
Severodonetsk and that their
own forces might have to
pull back due to constant
shelling.

The cities of Severodo-

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BAKHMUT

Two British citizens and a
Moroccan were sentenced to
death on Thursday for fight-
ing on Ukraine’s side by the
country’s pro-Moscow
rebels.

netsk and Lysychansk, which
are separated by a river,
were the last areas still under
Ukrainian control in Lu-
hansk. Lysychansk is still in
Ukrainian hands but under
fierce Russian bombard-
ment. After being repelled
from Kyiv following their Fe-

A court in the self-pro-
claimed Donetsk People’s
Republic found the three
men guilty of working to-
ward a violent overthrow of
power, an offense punisha-
ble by death in the unrecog-
nized eastern republic.

bruary 24 invasion, Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
troops have refocused their
offensive on the Donbas re-
gion, comprising Luhansk
and Donetsk.

Part of the Donbas had al-
ready been held by pro-Rus-
sian separatists since 2014.

Demilitarise Aegean islands: Erdogan

Turkish President
accuses Greece of
violating treaties

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ANKARA

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on Thursday
warned Greece to demilitar-
ise islands in the Aegean Sea,
saying he was “not joking”
with the admonition.
Turkey says Greece has
been building a military pre-

sence in violation of treaties
that guarantee the unarmed
status of the Aegean islands.
It argues the islands were
ceded to Greece on the con-
dition they  remained
demilitarized.

“We invite Greece to stop
arming the islands that have
non-military status and to
act in accordance with inter-
national agreements,“ Erdo-
gan said on the final day of
military exercises taking
place near Izmir, on Tur-
key’s Aegean coast. “I'm not

joking, I'm speaking serious-

ly. This nation is
determined.”
History of disputes

Greece and Turkey are NATO
allies, but the neighboring
countries have a history of
disputes over a range of is-
sues, including mineral ex-
ploration in the eastern Me-
diterranean and rival claims
in the Aegean Sea.

“We warn Greece to stay
away from dreams and ac-
tions that it will regret, and

Thailand becomes first Asian
country to legalise Marijuana

Move aimed at boosting tourism and agriculture sectors

REUTERS
BANGKOK

Thailand legalised the grow-
ing of marijuana and its con-
sumption in food and drinks
on Thursday, the first Asian
country to do so, with the
aim of boosting its agricul-
ture and tourism sectors but
smoking pot is still against
the law.

Shoppers queued up at
outlets selling cannabis-in-
fused drinks, sweets and
other items as advocates of
the plant welcomed the re-
form in a country that has
long had a reputation for
strict anti-drug laws.

Among those at the front
of the queue at one Bangkok
shop was Rittipong Dachkul,
24, waiting since Wednesday
evening to buy his first ever

Customers queue up to buy
cannabis in Bangkok on
Friday. =RreuTers

legal marijuana. “I took a
bus here after I got off work,”
Mr. Rittipong said.

“We’re now able to find it
easily, we don’t have to wor-
ry about the source, but I
have no idea about the qual-
ity,” he said, referring to the
strength of the products on
offer.

Thailand, which has a tra-
dition of using cannabis to
relieve pain and fatigue, le-
galised medicinal marijuana
in 2018.

Restriction in place
The government, banking
on the plant as a cash crop,
plans to give away a million
plants to encourage farmers
to take up its cultivation.
The possession and sale
of cannabis extracts contain-
ing more than 0.2% of its
psychoactive ingredient, te-
trahydrocannabinol (THC),
is not allowed, which will
mean smokers of the drug
known as “pot”, “weed” and
a host of other names, will
struggle to get “stoned”.
Those who break the law
can still face jail and fines.

to come to its senses,” the
Turkish leader continued.
“Turkey won’t give up on its
rights in the Aegean, in the
same way that it will not
stand back from using its
rights stemming from inter-
national agreement.”

Greece maintains Turkey
has deliberately misinter-
preted the treaties and says
it has legal grounds to de-
fend itself following hostile
actions by Ankara, including
a threat of war if Greece ex-
tended its territorial waters.

US. Governor
candidate held
for Capitol riot

ASSOCIATED PRESS
DETROIT

Ryan Kelley, one of five Re-
publican candidates for Mi-
chigan Governor, was ar-
rested over misdemeanour
charges on Thursday for
his role in the 2021 post-
election riot at the U.S. Ca-
pitol. Mr. Kelley, 40, was
arrested in Michigan and
awaits a court hearing in
Grand Rapids, an FBI spo-
keswoman said.

In a court document,
federal investigators filed
photos of him in a baseball
cap worn backward, trying
to rally the pro-Donald
Trump crowd.

He is accused of disrup-
tive conduct, injuring pu-
blic property and entering
restricted space without
permission, according to
the criminal complaint.

Basil Rajapaksa resigns as MP

He had stepped down as Minister in April amid protests

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s former Finance
Minister Basil Rajapaksa on
Thursday said he was resign-
ing from Parliament, even as
he sought to deflect blame
for the country’s economic
crisis.

Mr. Basil stepped down
from his ministerial post ear-
ly in April amid public prot-
ests demanding that the Ra-
japaksa clan quit office,
taking responsibility for the
economic downturn. In
May, former Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa stepped
down, but remains a legisla-
tor.

Although he was resign-

Basil Rajapaksa

ing as a legislator, Mr. Basil
said he would continue to be
politically active in the rul-
ing Sri Lanka Podujana Pera-
muna (SLPP, or People’s
Front) that he built from
scratch after former Presi-
dent Mahinda’s poll defeat

in 2015. His family was “bet-
ter at politics than gover-
nance,” the resigning MP
told reporters, adding: “In-
dia’s RSS has been around
for years, but they do not
govern directly. The BJP has
taken on that role.”

In July 2021, President Go-
tabaya Rajapaksa appointed
Mr. Basil, the youngest of the
Rajapaksa brothers, as Fi-
nance Minister.

“I think I did all that I
could do. But I couldn’t do
everything the people want-
ed,” said Mr. Basil who,
along with Mr. Gotabaya and

Mr. Mahinda, has been
openly attacked by
demonstrators.

Lanka amends law to remove
bidding for energy projects

MEERA SRINIVASAN

COLOMBO

Sri Lanka on Thursday
amended its electricity legis-
lation to eliminate competi-
tive bidding for energy pro-
jects in a move that drew
sharp criticism from the
Opposition.

A majority of MPs voted
for the amendments to the
Sri Lanka Electricity Act in
the 225-member House, des-
pite trade unions in the
state-run Ceylon Electricity
Board (CEB) strongly resist-
ing the move.

On Wednesday, the CEB

union warned the govern-
ment of an indefinite strike
from midnight in protest
against the new legislation,
and against the government
roping in India’s Adani
Group to execute renewable
energy projects in the island
without any competitive bid-
ding process.

However, the strike action
was suspended after Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa
agreed to meet the union
leaders, besides issuing an
extraordinary gazette de-
claring electricity an essen-
tial service.

Minister of Power and
Energy Kanchana Wijeseka-
ra defended the amendment
saying it was “essential to
the quick development” of
renewable energy.

In March 2022, the Adani
Group signed an agreement
with the CEB for two large
renewable power projects in
Sri Lanka’s Northern Pro-
vince, to be set up at a cost of
$500 million, with a capaci-
ty of generating 500 MW to-
gether. The move drew
fierce criticism from Sri Lan-
ka’s main opposition party
Samagi Jana Balawegaya.

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

No. 30, Siruvani Nagar, Bharathipark Road, Coimbatore - 641 043.

Invitation for Bids

Date : 07" June 2022
Loan No. X . . .
and Title : 49107-010: IND: Tamil Nadu Urban Flagship Investment Program—Tranche 3

Contract No.

Tender Notice No : 11/2022-23

TNUIFP/CBE/06: (1) Construction of Sewage Treatment Plant of capacity 15.43 mid on
DBO basis for UGSS to Added Areas namely Vadavalli and Veerakeralam Area Wards

and Title 16 to 19 (Zone V) of Coimbatore Corporation in Coimbatore District, and (2) Construction
of Sewage Treatment Plant of capacity 19.49 mld on DBO basis for UGSS to Added
Areas namely Kavundampalayam and Thudiyalur Area Wards 1 (Part), 2 to 9 & 43 (part)
(Zone VII) of Coimbatore Corporation in Coimbatore District.

Deadline for

Submission | 28" July 2022, 15:00 hours (IST)

of Bids :

DESIGNED TO EXCEL

ODISHA CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION LIMITED
BHUBANESWAR, ODISHA,

PIN:751012, Tel No.(0674) 2562020,
e-Mail: theoccltd@odishaconstruction.com

GSTIN -21AAAC02571K2ZM
“e” Procurement Notice No. 05 /OCCL/2022-23 (on-line)

On-line percentage rate tender is invited for the following work:

@ .

HORT TERM TENDER NOTICE N . : 09.06..
For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamilnadu, the Superintending Engineer, WRD.,
Pennaiyar Basin Circle, Tiruvannamalai — 606 603, invites tender in Two cover system from
eligible tenderers for the work of “Construction of an Anicut across Cheyyar River
near Vambalur Village to Feed Tatchur and Vinnamangalam Tanks in Polur Taluk

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT MYy T oy
Pennaiyar Basin Circle, Tiruvannamalai — 606 603. *
FORM OF CONTRACT : LUMPSUM - ITEM RATE CONTRACT
TENDER Notice (Two cover System)
i/ 2022 — 2023 / F..

.: 14/ PBC / T.V.Malai / 2

0 GL g

4/ DATED : 2022

countries of the ADB.

Bidding Document.

1. The Government of India has applied for financing from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) towards
the cost of Tamil Nadu Urban Flagship Investment Program—Tranche 3. Part of this financing will be
used for payments under the Contract named above. Bidding is open to Bidders from eligible source

2. The Chief Engineer, TWAD (Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage) Board, Coimbatore (“the
Employer”) invites sealed bids from eligible Bidders for the construction and completion of “(1)
Construction of Sewage Treatment Plant of capacity 15.43 mid on DBO basis for UGSS to
Added Areas namely Vadavalli and Veerakeralam Area Wards 16 to 19 (Zone V) of Coimbatore
Corporation in Coimbatore District, and (2) Construction of Sewage Treatment Plant of
capacity 19.49 mid on DBO basis for UGSS to Added Areas namely Kavundampalayam and
Thudiyalur Area Wards 1 (Part), 2 to 9 & 43 (part) (Zone VII) of Coimbatore Corporation in
Coimbatore District (Period of Completion-24 months followed by 6 months Trial Run and
including 10 years paid maintenance)”.

3. National Competitive Bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB's Single-Stage: Two
Envelope bidding procedure and is open to all bidders from eligible countries as described in the

4. Only eligible Bidders with the following key qualifications should participate in this bidding;

e Minimum average annual turnover of INR 78.00 Crore, calculated as total certified received
payments for contracts in processor completed, within the last three (3) years.

. Has Financial resources, less its financial obligations for its current contract commitments
defined, meet or exceed the total requirement for the Subject Contract of INR 5.30 Crore.

e Participation in at least one contract that has been successfully or substantially completed within
the last five years and that is similar to the proposed contract, where the value of the Bidder's
participation exceeds INR 46.00 Crore. The similarity of the Bidder's participation shall be based
on the physical size, nature of works, complexity, methods, technology, or other characteristics

- - — — of Tiruvannamalai District." (Value of Work : Rs. 1295.18 Lakhs including G.S.T) . : ’ .
SI. Name of Work Bid | ApproxValue of | Periodof | Availability | Submission at his office upto 03.00 p.m. on 22.06.2022 in sealed cover. The tender will be opened at as described in Section 6 (Employer's Requirements).
No. Identification work Completion of Tender of Tender 03.30 t his chamb th d . . . . -
No. (Rs. In Crores) (on-line) (on-line) -30 p.m. at his chamber on the same day. o A e Meets other Personnel and Equipment requirements as stipulated in the Bidding Document.
Other information as details of Work, Value, EMD, Cost of Tender schedule, Qualification details Further detail indicated in the 'Section 3 — Evaluati d Qualification Criteria’ of the Biddi
01 | Execution / Removal | goccL-SMP/ Rs.4.28 03 From From etc., will be available in the Government website www.tenders.tn.gov.in. Any Corrections or urther detalls are indicated In the ‘section 5 — Evaluation an ualilication Lriteria” of the Bldding
of exposed rock from 01/ Crores (Three) | 13.06.2022, | 13.06.2022, Modifications will be published on web site only. Superintending Engineer, WRD., Document.
the river bed of | 2022-23 calendar (12.30 PM to | 12.30 PM to DIPRI2721/Tendsr/2022 Pennaiyar Basin Circle, Tiruvannamalai — 3. 5. Toobtain further information and inspect the bidding documents, Bidders should contact :
Mahanadi . near months (27.06.2022 275' ggiaﬂzz “Gomgmar BLE5S sGHATD Y EEsM, sTHmaT LGS sNGSTD UL GUTD.” THE CHIEF ENGINEER,
Samaleswari Ghat 5.30 PM .

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD
No. 30, Siruvani Nagar, Bharathipark Road, Coimbatore - 641 043.
Telephone No. : (0422) 2447734, 2448887
E.mail : cewregion21@gmail.com

Procurement Officer - Managing Director, OCCL
Date of Opening of the Technical Bid : 28.06.2022, 12.00 Noon

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal: https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
CMG, SDSC - SHAR SRIHARIKOTA - 524124

CAD.782 MANAGING DIRECTOR Brief E-TENDER NOTICE /| CORRIGENDUM-A 6. A pre-bid meeting shall take place on 05" July 2022 at 11.00 Hours (IST) at the address stated
—— OIPR-34120/11/0007/2223 J No:SHAR:CMG:CIVIL:MAINT:E-PT-03(A)/22-23 Dt: 08.06.2022 above.
“Painting works @ SDSC SHAR areas”(T/C-22-012, Est cost 332.53 7. Topurchase the bidding documents in English language, eligible Bidders should :
SOUTHERN RAILWAY Lakhs); “Mlscellanegus civil works @ SMPC unit-2"(T/C-22-013, Est o Visit the Office of the Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Sewerage Division, Kuniyamuthur at 26,
cost ?11'2? L?,khs)' Construction of security cabin, M'sc work§ @ Corporation Shopping Complex, Avinashi road, Coimbatore and pay a non-refundable fee of
(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION) Sﬂ:g d:;lt-l}pgl C2120%1g’0 2§sltnt:?:tst:c?letzen&iaekrgsr)s’s?'rllz\ypevril:i(: INR 1180 towards the cost of bidding document in the form of Bank Demand Draft in favour of the
. 3 i . . U — b Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Sewerage Division, Kuniyamuthur, Coimbatore.
JENDER.NOTICE No Frferer o i < 03/2022-23 ga ferclteong sl wee Fmfor vl WWW.isro.gov.in or www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO for details. 9 9 yamuriur, © , ‘
TBM-SG-CN-2022-23-03-0T w0 - 428 B« 31.05.2022 Sd/- GROUP HEAD, CMG/SDSC SHAR « In case of written request, the document will be sent by post/courier. Bidders who wish to receive
Dated: 08.06.2022 o R : 1 EA ST A, T B v, 3 e the bidding document by post/courier shall have to pay an additional amount of INR 5000 for
For and on behall of The President = e — = e S A, N TS — delivery within India or US$ 250 for delivery outside India. The method of payment will be through
of India, The Deputy Chiel Signal Pty = W 2k g P e (7 3 v e e ofem s e T mﬂﬂ Bank Demand Draft in favour of the Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Sewerage Division,
g Telf"c"mm”g“t::‘ Egg’."‘“'" = ﬂiﬁ mi it e =3 : R 0144-2737030, ST -0144-2701879 Kuniyamuthur, Coimbatore. No liability will be accepted for loss or late delivery.
T:;;T:;minunss ou;—te::jy m?l ﬂ:ﬁ B wia (FeEE q{)m ! m:;éﬂﬁ AEREE S TN I - 1030 % I y e~ 03/06/22 « Eligible bidders may otherwise download the bidding document in English language at free of cost
following works = :  Faferan wyive e wem ) inthe website (i) www.tenders.tn.gov.in and (i) www.twadboard.gov.in.
i W W w0 |« | fEiE 07.06.2022 WA 09.30 9 | B 27062002 W &
Name of the Work: Provision of : ' T T & TAF 642 FAF 11.05.2022 gA wH Ffem g wem . ) o ) )

) A (FeEE W) A 06,00 TH TF : v in e Eligible bidders who download the bidding document from above website shall inform the
Electranic Intertocking Signalfing — - 03/ 2022-23ﬁ‘ﬁ afute ffer Tl:ﬁﬂ]ﬂ'm{u‘!tiﬁﬂmmﬁg:- E tive Engi TWAD Board. S Divisi Kuni thur. Coimbat X it d
amangements at Thirunallar and Karaikal gt fafaer| | B B oo wd oo UL o s ) PRl 20 B = T = - xecutive Engineer, oard, Sewerage Division, Kuniyamuthur, Coimbatore in writing (an
stations of Tiruchchirappalll Division VR UE G T | | 27.04.2020 % AW § WA W wEEndR & W A e ﬁ ety fafrd i fafer provide the contact details) at the address given above, failing which the Executive Engineer,
in connection with gauge conversion =R = T (ftE HE) e e e 1 12.05.2022 W/ 11.00 | 12.05.2022 T&: 11.00 TWAD Board shall not be responsible if the bidder does not receive clarifications and
between Peralam and Karaikal; 2 wrfE !)Iﬁ - 8658-00-102-16-02 Fwior farsm Wi AW 03.06.2022 AR/ 09.?%2‘022 amendments, if any.

Cash value in : 7 796,12,642.79; Bid RISL Fam HA: 6.00 ¥ 7 TA: 6.00 7 T : I

Security (EMD) : T 5,48,100/-; Last Date 2. fefa - 0075-00-800-52-01 - — 8. Bids should be submitted :

il s oF el 6 T 3w —suzﬂu:é:ou(auom P om0 #1 :;c;; 2022 9/ 6.00 g;oe.zuzz HE: 6.00 e Tothe address above.

through IREPS site: 30.06.2022 upto 4. wifrea Additional Performance t ik oot

SO0 s ot o Tarelar Dicainioce Sccoiy .« s ot st e e 2210307 | | " e o 5757 03,06 2037 7 600 | 09,96 2072 % €99 « Onorbefore the deadiine : 28" July 20222t 15.00 Hours (ST).

¥ NIL; Period of Completion in monthis); & srgam Ffta # we FfEmER 1 Additonal Performance TE U W o | T g o Togetherwith a Bid Security as described in the Bidding Document.

Eight (8). . ity il Gl R Bl = At ( SR o Electronic submission is not allowed.

Tecdaness oy view (A el of wncer| | | MBI [1E s sse e 016 4 —— 1 | | #-amm g v o 9. Technical bids will be opened on 28" July 2022 at 15.30 Hours (IST) in the presence of Bidders'

portal  wwwireps.govin of Indian| | | UBN Ne: 1. PWD2223WS0B02177, 2. PWD2223WS0B02178, & e |) : representatives who choose to attend, whereas the financial bids shall remain sealed and unopened

Hallways. The supply / work is subject to 3. PWD2223WS0B02179 fafee et #1 A | 04.06.2022 F gL 10.06.2022 FI AT and shall be placed locked. The financial bids of only technically responsible and qualified bidders

GST rules applicable from fime to time. (It H‘l!f;ﬂ) snftyror s 3.00 73 3.00 ¥ shall be opened after technical bid evaluation, whereas, the financial bids of those bidders whose
Deputy Chief Signal & | | | famfdiam i/ 7640/2022 wfif o i fferey & weta wow P HEEEE “www dipronline org” & favm =t technical bids are not responsive and qualified shall be returned unopened after the contract is

Temé%’:::ﬁgﬁ?:ﬁ;::gmﬁ{ JEEET “www.eproc.rajasthan. gov.in” T “www.sppp.raj.nic.in” T e = awarded. _ _
Chennai-600 045 ww e (wfte ) DIPR/ 2731 [TENDER/2022 Chief Engineer,
Follow us on :E!wnum com/GMSRallway DIPRICITTE0/2022 w sifirs, Wﬁﬁ? et “Gargmer sLbg aobSTn YoLbCasd, srsmer yilbg sfsdrn v nGuTh” TWAD Board, Coimbatore
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“Rated firms have bufters to
‘bear 10-15% rupee depreciation’

Protections include natural hedges of revenue, costs linked to the dollar: Moodys

MARKET WATCH

09-06-2022 % CHANGE

Sensex 55,320 0.78
US Dollar 77.74 -0.07
Gold 50,907 0.17
Brent oil 123.34 1.05
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 735.50 6.90
Apollo Hosp 3670.05....... 33.85
Asian Paints. 2686.80......-18.40
Axis Bank 661.30 2.70
Bajaj Auto 3878.65....... 84.50
Bajaj Finserv 12471.00 6.00
Bajaj Finance 5898.55.....-55.75
Bharti Airtel 676.35 13.05
BPCL 332.85 8.95
Britannia Ind 3347.25....-14.25
Cipla 971.95 9.00
Coal India 198.75 1.10
Divis Lab 3507.20...... 11.90
Dr Reddys Lab 4322.90....123.75
Eicher Motors 2716.00....... 66.85
Grasim Ind 1309.10.....-19.65
HCL Tech 1028.65 -1.55
HDFC 2265.45 6.80
HDFC Bank 1377.70......10.30
HDFC Life 604.90 4.95
Hero MotoCorp 2598.10 12.15
Hindalco 399.75 -3.75
Hind Unilever 2197.70 0.65
ICICI Bank 732.75 3.25
Indusind Bank 920.30 6.60
Infosys 1515.00....... 15.00
ITC 270.85 2.95
JSW Steel 572.20 -3.95
Kotak Bank 1865.20. 19.70
L&T 1595.10. 10.55
M&M 1045.10. 0.10
Maruti Suzuki 7929.85 37.40
Nestle India Ltd. ... 16768.15....... 44.40
NTPC 155.15 -1.90
ONGC 165.55 2.15
PowerGrid Corp 224.85 0.30
Reliance Ind 2798.75 74.70
SBI Life 1163.70....... 27.65
State Bank 466.95 -4.35
Shree Cement 19198.00... -385.75
Sun Pharma 858.85.......11.60
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 754.40 -2.75
Tata Motors 428.50. -7.15
Tata Steel 1044.85.....-41.90
TCS 3427.10 22.95
Tech Mahindra 1138.60. 14.40
Titan 2139.70......10.85
UltraTech Cement.....5481.90......-49.95
UPL 747.30....12.15
Wipro 475.05 4.65

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 09

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL

US Dollar 77.57 77.89
Euro 83.13.....83.48
British Pound 97.22.....97.63
Japanese Yen (100)...58.18.......58.43
Chinese Yuan 11.63....11.68
Swiss Franc 79.34....79.71
Singapore Dollar 56.41 56.66
Canadian Dollar 61.76.......62.04
Malaysian Ringitt 17.64 17.73
Australian Dollar 55.70.......55.94
Source:Indian Bank

STFC secures $250 mn
10-year loan from DFC

CHENNALI

Shriram Transport Finance Co.
Ltd. (STFC) has secured a
$250 million fixed rate
10-year loan from the U.S.
International Development
Finance Corporation (DFC).

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
Moody’s Investors Service
on Thursday said most rated
firms in India have buffers to
withstand a further 10-15%
depreciation of the rupee.
The rupee weakened by 6
paise to close at 77.74 against
the U.S. dollar on Thursday,
weighed down by elevated
crude oil prices and persis-
tent foreign capital outflows.
In a statement, Moody’s
said the rupee has depreciat-
ed about 4.5% in 2022.
Higher energy prices and
interest rates in developed
economies have led to capi-
tal outflows and rising com-
modity prices, pressuring
the rupee.

‘CAD likely hit
a 3-year high
of $43.8 bn’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

India’s current account
deficit is likely to have hit a
three-year high of 1.8% of
GDP, or $43.8 billion, in
FY22 compared with a sur-
plus of 0.9%, or $23.9 bil-
lion, in FY21, India Ratings
said in a report on
Thursday.

According to an assess-
ment by the agency, the
current account deficit
(CAD) had moderated to
$17.3 billion, or 1.96% of
GDP, in the fourth quarter
of FY22 as against 8.2 bil-
lion, or 1.03%, a year ear-
lier, and significantly lower
than the $23.02 billion, or
2.74%, seen in Q3, which
was a 13-quarter high.
Goods exports rose 42.4%
in FY22 after contracting
7.5% in pandemic-hit FY21.

' Diesel..
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Global hit: Higher interest rates to tame prices in developed
countries have led to capital outflows, hurting the rupee. =ap

The rupee’s depreciation
is credit negative for compa-
nies that generate revenue in
rupees but rely heavily on
dollar debt to fund opera-
tions, as well as for those
with significant dollar-based

costs, such as raw materials
and capital spending. Ho-
wever, the negative credit
implications for rated com-
panies will be limited.

“Most rated companies
have protections to limit the

Vistara eyes Mumbai as
hub to expand base

Carrier to increase flights to West Asia

LALATENDU MISHRA
MUMBAI
Tata SIA Airlines Ltd., which
operates as Vistara, plans to
expand its network from
Mumbai, having established
operations with Delhi as its
hub over the last 7 years.
The full-service airline
currently operates more
than 50 daily flights and five
international flights from
Mumbai. This number is ex-
pected to rise when more
aircraft join the fleet.
“Mumbai is of high stra-
tegic importance for Vistara
and is the second-biggest
hub for us after Delhi,” said
Vinod Kannan, CEO, Vista-
ra. “We have already in-
creased daily departures
from 38 to 50 from Mumbai
since the pandemic. It has
also helped us in developing

a dense feeder network ena-
bling convenient interna-
tional connections for our
customers.”

Global destinations
served from Mumbai in-
clude Singapore, Male and
Dubai, while service to Jed-
dah will start from August 2.

Vistara is also planning to
enhance its international
operations from Mumbai,
mainly to countries in the
Gulf where yields are better.

effect of currency fluctua-
tions. These include natural
hedges in the form of reve-
nue and costs denominated
in or linked to the dollar,
some dollar revenue and fi-
nancial hedges, or a combi-
nation of these factors,
which help limit the adverse
effects on cash flow and lev-
erage, even under a more
severe deprecation scena-
rio,” Moody’s said.

Exporters could benefit as
their services or products
become cheaper and there-
fore more competitive.

However, in the current
environment, the benefit
would be likely limited amid
weak global demand and ris-
ing inflation, it added.

HDFC raises
home loan
rate by 50 bps

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAT

Mortgage lender HDFC
Ltd. increased its Retail
Prime Lending Rate (RPLR)
on housing loans — on
which its Adjustable Rate
Home Loans (ARHL) are
benchmarked — by 50 basis
points (bps). This comes a
day after the Reserve Bank
of India increased the
benchmark lending rate by
50 bps.

The new rate will come
into effect from June 10,
HDFC said in a statement.

Now home loan rates
start from 7.55% at HDFC.

Before this, the lender
had raised rates by 40 bps
starting April 1, 2022. Des-
pite the total increase of 90
bps, home loan rates are
45-60 bps below the pre-
pandemic rates.

Rupee ends at
7774/S after
record low

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

The rupee depreciated by
6 paise to close at 77.74
against the U.S. dollar on
Thursday, weighed down
by elevated crude oil prices
and persistent foreign cap-
ital outflows.

Earlier, the rupee slid to
an all-time intraday low of
77.81 against the dollar.

“Crude prices above
$125 will unsettle the broad
markets and volatility will
increase along with fund
outflows from domestic
markets,” said Jateen Trive-
di, VP Research Analyst at
LKP Securities.

“Pressure on the rupee
will increase if crude starts
trading and settling above
$125. Rupee can be seen in
a range of 77.55-77.95 till
then,” he noted.

ECB gears up to raise

rates to fight inflation
It plans to lift rates by 25 bps on July 21

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
AMSTERDAM

The European Central Bank
on Thursday ended its
bond-buying stimulus and
unveiled plans for a series of
interest rate increases from
July, the first in more than a
decade, to combat soaring
inflation.

ECB governors agreed as
a first step to halt their mul-
ti-billion-euro bond-buying
stimulus as of July 1.

The bank then plans “to
raise the key ECB interest
rates by 25 basis points” at
its next meeting on July 21,
the ECB said. It will raise
rates again in September,
with the size dependent on
the economic outlook.

ECB president Christine
Lagarde said the bank was
embarking on “a journey”

Volkswagen to test
EV ID4 in India this year

Planning three-stage process: Gupta

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA
NEW DELHI

German automaker Volks-
wagen said it would begin
testing its electric vehicle
ID.4 in India this year as a
precursor to driving into the
country “limited volumes”
of the fully electric SUV.

The firm is also seeking to
more than double its sales in
India in 2022, from about
26,000 units in 2021, Ashish
Gupta, brand director,
Volkswagen Passenger Cars
India, told The Hindu.

He added that the electri-
fication journey would hap-
pen in stages.

“Our plan is to bring
some products from our
global portfolio in limited
volumes into India. Towards
that, we are bringing in ID.4
into the country this year

Ashish Gupta

for testing purposes.”

The firm would then
bring limited volumes via
the fully-built-unit route,
move towards local assemb-
ly and then to full localisa-
tion in the second half of
this decade, he added. The
company unveiled mid-
sized sedan ‘Virtus’ in India
on Thursday starting at
Z11.21 lakh (ex-showroom).

IF

that would include “a series
of moves over the course of
the next months”.

The last time the ECB
raised rates was in 2011.

With consumer prices
soaring, “the ECB officially
ends its long era of uncon-
ventional monetary policy,”
said ING bank economist
Carsten Brzeski.

Inflation in the 19-nation
euro area rose to a record
8.1% in May.

Griffin, Akasa
ally for aircraft
sale, leaseback

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Aircraft leasing company
Griffin Global Asset Man-
agement on Thursday an-
nounced an agreement
with Akasa Air for pur-
chase and leaseback of five
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft.

Akasa Air has placed a
firm order of 72 Boeing 737
MAX aircraft. Under a sale-
leaseback arrangement,
the aircraft owner sells the
aircraft to the lessor, who
then immediately leases
the aircraft to the original
owner. The tie-up allows
airlines to  maintain
liquidity.

Akasa Air aims to take
delivery of its first aircraft
later this month and begin
services next month after
receiving an air operator
permit from the DGCA.

INMRC Rolon round this weekend

Event returns after three years; TVS, Honda KTM and Yamaha will battle it out

LIVE TELECAST

KIYG 2022: Star Sports 2 (SD
& HD) & Hotstar, 9.50 a.m. &
3 p.m. onwards

F1 Azerbaijan GP: SS Select
2 (SD & HD) & Hotstar, Prac-
tice, 4.30 p.m.

FIH Pro League: SS Select 1
(SD & HD) & Hotstar, 8 p.m.
UEFA Nations League:
Sony Ten1& 2 (SD & HD) &
Sony LIV, 9.30 p.m.

IN BRIEF

Bale was offered to play
for Getafe

MADRID

The agent of Gareth Bale
offered the Wales forward to
play for Getafe next season,
the Spanish club's president
said. Angel Torres, however,
did not elaborate on the offer
or mention Bale's agent by
name. ar

Pranavi in lead

BENGALURU

Pranavi Urs grabbed an
eight-stroke lead at the end
of the second round of the
Hero Women's Pro Golf Tour
2022-Leg 7 at Prestige
Golfshire here on Thursday.
The 18-year-old Mysuru
golfer, who has two wins this
season, added a six-under 66
to her first round card of 67.
The scores (top five): 133:
Pranavi Urs (67, 66); 141:
Jahanvi Bakshi (72, 69); 142:
Asmitha Sathish (70, 72); 143:
Vidhatri Urs (71, 72); 144
Siddhi Kapoor (72, 72).

Ponting back in Big Bash
in off-field role

SYDNEY

Australian cricket great and
current Delhi Capitals coach
Ricky Ponting on Thursday
signed a three-year deal as
head of strategy for the
Tasmanian Hurricanes in
Australia's Big Bash League.
The Hurricanes have never
won the domestic T20
competition in their 11-year
history. arp
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MOTORSPORTS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
COIMBATORE

After a three-year break, the
MRF-MMSCI FMSCI Indian
National Racing Champion-
ship (INMRC) returns to the
Kari Motor Speedway here
this weekend.

The five-round champion-
ship, which begins on Friday
with free practice and a few
qualifying sessions, promises
to be a thriller as the coun-
try’s top riders will be seen in
action.

Several of these riders
have had the international
experience and, obviously,
that’s going to add to the
thrill. Two-wheeler manufac-
turers such as TVS, Honda,
KTM and Yamaha will battle
it out for honours.

The entries have also
crossed the 200-mark, which
comes as no surprise given

Ready to roll: Expect an action-packed Rolon round at the Kari
Motor Speedway. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the quality of the event.

The weekend card in-
cludes the National cham-
pionship comprising four ca-
tegories - Pro-Stock
301-400cc and 165cc, Novice
(Stock 165¢cc) and Girls (Stock
165cc) - while Petronas TVS
One-Make Championship
(301-400cc Open, Rookie,
Girls and Media) and Idemit-
su Honda India Talent Cup

(NSF 250R, CBR 150 and Hor-
net 2.0) are also part of the
programme. A new addition
is the Stock 301-400cc cate-
gory which will be run as a
support race.

“It’s great to be back here
after a three-year break due
to the pandemic. We are
overwhelmed by the tremen-
dous response for the Rolon
round and that should dish

out high quality and exciting
races,” said Ajit Thomas, the
MMSC Head.

Headline acts

The two Pro-Stock categories
will headline the weekend as
line-ups include stars such as
Rajini Krishnan (301-400cc,
RACR Castrol Power) and Ja-
gan Kumar (165cc, Petronas
TVS Racing).

Both had notched their
tenth National titles last sea-
son. The Novice category
(under-23) boasts of a mas-
sive grid of 32 riders selected
from 35 entrants.

It will throw up a new
champion who, though, will
have to earn the title consi-
dering the highly competi-
tive field comprising riders
who are keen to annex their
maiden National crown.

Twenty races will be held
during the weekend so, ex-
pect plenty of action and
more.

Balaji and Jeevan enter the semifinals

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU

riram Balaji and Jeevan

Nedunchezhiyan  beat
Peter Nad and Peter Benja-
min Privara 7-6(2), 6-1 to
reach the doubles semifinals
of the €67,960 Challenger
tennis tournament in Bratis-
lava, Slovakia, on Thursday.

In the $25,000 ITF wo-
men’s event in Thailand, An-
kita Raina beat Erika Sema
of Japan 6-4, 7-5 to reach the
quarterfinals.

She was joined by Rutuja
Bhosale who beat Naho Sato
of Japan 6-3, 6-1.

The results:

€134,920 Challenger, Peru-
gia, Italy: Doubles (quarterfi-
nals): Sadio Doumbia & Fabien

»

Reboul (Fra) bt Michael Geerts
(Bel) & Arjun Kadhe 6-4, 6-2.

Pre-quarterfinals: Geerts &
Kadhe bt Alessio De Bernardis &
Francesco Passaro (Ita) 6-3,
6-2.

€134,920 Challenger, Not-
tingham, UK: Doubles (quar-
terfinals): Arthur Fery & Felix
Gill (GBR) bt John-Patrick
Smith (Aus) & Ramkumar Ra-
manathan 6-4, 7-5.

Pre-quarterfinals: Artem Si-
tak (Nzl) & Divij Sharan bt Jamie
Cerretani (US) & Purav Raja 6-4,
4-6, [10-6].

€67,960 Challenger, Bratis-
lava, Slovakia: Doubles (quar-
terfinals): Sriram Balaji & Jee-
van Nedunchezhiyan bt Peter
Nad & Peter Benjamin Privara
(Svk) 7-6(2), 6-1.

Pre-quarterfinals: Balaji &
Jeevan bt Daniel Dutra Da Silva
(Bra) & Courtney John Lock
(Zim) 6-3, 7-6(7); Alexander Er-

ler & Lucas Miedler (Aut) bt Ev-
geny Karlovskiy & Saketh My-
neni 6-3, 3-6, [10-41].

$25,000 ITF men, Chiang
Rai, Thailand: Singles (pre-
quarterfinals): Yusuke Taka-
hashi (Jpn) bt Manish Suresh-
kumar 7-5, 6-2.

$15,000 ITF men, San Die-
go, USA: Doubles (pre-quarter-
finals): Jordan Chiu & Ishaan
Ravichander (US) bt Michael
Shabaz (US) & Sathi Reddy Chi-
rala 6-2, 6-3.

Yuta Kikuchi (Jpn) & Sidd-
hant Banthia bt Kalman Boyd
(US) & Hillel Rousseau (Hai)
6-4, 6-2; Ajeet Rai (Nzl) &
Duarte Vale (Por) bt lvan Tham-
ma (US) & Sacchitt Sharrma 7-6
(2), 7-5.

$15,000 ITF men, Tay Ninh,
Vietnam: Singles (pe-quarter-
finals): SD Prajwal DEv bt Cal-
lum Puttergill (Aus) 6-1, 7-6(2);
Ryota Tanuma (Jpn) bt Dhaksh-

ineswar Suresh 7-6(5), 6-3.

Doubles (quarterfinals):
Park Uisung & Son Ji Hoon (Kor)
bt Rishi Reddy & Dhakshineswar
Suresh 6-3, 4-6, [10-6].

$25,000 ITF women, Ma-
drid, Spain: Doubles (semifi-
nals): Jacqueline Cabaj Awad
(Swe) & Valeria Savinykh bt Ni-
na Ugrelidze (US) & Vasanti
Shinde 6-2, 6-3.

$25,000 ITF women, Chiang
Rai, Thailand: Singles (pre-
quarterfinals): Rutuja Bhosale
bt Naho Sato (Jpn) 6-3, 6-1;
Gao Xinyu (Chn) bt Karman
Kaur Thandi 6-4, 6-3.

Momoko Kobori (Jpn) bt Vai-
dehi Chaudhari 6-1, 6-0; Ankita
Raina bt Erika Sema (Jpn) 6-4,
7-5.

Doubles (quarterfinals): Eri-
ka Sema (Jpn) & Rutuja Bhosale
bt Anastasiya Poplavska (Ukr) &
Riya Bhatia 6-3, 6-4.

$25,000 ITF women, Santo

TVS Srichakra
extends
collaboration

SPORTS REPORTER
CHENNAI

TVS Srichakra Ltd., one of
India’s leading manufactur-
ers of two and three-wheel-
er and off-highway tyres,
will power the Petronas
TVS One Make Champion-
ship as technical partner
for the fourth year in a row.

The partnership entails
a strategic collaboration
between Eurogrip and
Apache brands. All bikes in
the event will race with cus-
tom designed TVS Eurogrip
tyres. The first racing event
of the year is scheduled on
Friday at Coimbatore, fol-
lowed by four rounds in
Chennai.

The 2022 edition will see
Protorq Extreme (Zero De-
gree Steel Belt Radial tyres)
and Remora performing on
the Apache RR 310 and
Apache RTR 200 motor-
bikes.

Domingo, Dominican Republic:
Singles (pre-quarterfinals): Ho
Ching Wu (Hkg) bt Sharmada
Balu 6-2, 6-1.

$15,000 ITF women, Mo-
nastir, Tunisia: Doubles (quar-
terfinals): Abigail Amos (GBR)
& Arabella Koller (Aut) bt I-
Hsuan Cho (Tpe) & Ashmitha
Easwaramurthi 6-1, 6-3.

$15,000 ITF women, Banja
Luka, Bosnia & Herzegovina:
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Beatrice Ricci (Ita) & Saumya
Vig bt Victoria Borodulina & Sa-
ra Mikaca (BIH) 7-5, 2-6, [10-8].

$15,000 ITF women, San
Diego, USA: Singles (first
round): Katherine Hui (US) bt
Prathyusha Rachapudi 7-5, 7-6
7).

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Ekaterina Biakina & Prathyusha
Rachapudi bt Alyssa Ahn &
Ayanna Shah (US) 3-6, 7-5,
[10-2].

Belgium roars back
to rout Poland

Dutch stay ahead with win against Wales

NATIONS LEAGUE

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BELGIUM
So much for Belgium not
caring about the Nations
League.

By coming from behind
to rout Poland 6-1 on Wed-
nesday, Belgium’s players
gave an emphatic riposte to
those questioning the
team’s commitment to the
competition at the end of a
long season and, in particu-
lar, after a 4-1 loss to the
Netherlands on Friday.

Belgium coach Roberto
Martinez had been quick to
dismiss accusations of his
players lacking desire, and
they backed up that support
by recovering from going
behind to Robert Lewan-
dowski’s 76th goal for Po-
land. Only two European
players — Cristiano Ronaldo
(117) and Ferenc Puskas (84)
—have scored more in men’s
internationals.

Axel Witsel launched Bel-
gium’s comeback with the
equaliser in the 42nd, Kevin
De Bruyne added a second
in the 59th, before a double
from Leandro Trossard —
the 73rd and 80th — a long-
range effort from Leander
Dendoncker in the 83rd and

a first international goal by
Lois Openda to wrap up the
win in Brussels.

The Netherlands stayed
in front in the group,
though, by scoring in the
fourth minute of stoppage
time through Wout Wegh-
orst’s diving header to beat
Wales 2-1.

Wales, which qualified
for the World Cup last wee-
kend for the first time in 64
years, had equalised two
minutes earlier after falling
behind to Teun Koopmein-
ers’ 50th-minute strike from
the edge of the area.

Ukraine coach Oleksandr
Petrakov made 10 changes
to his team — that lost to
Wales in a World Cup qualif-
icatin playoff — for a Group
B game at Ireland, and going
with fresh legs paid off in a
1-0 win in Dublin.

The results: League A:
Group 4: Belgium 6 (Witsel 42,
De Bruyne 59, Trossard 73, 80,
Dendoncker 83, Openda 90+3)
bt Poland 1 (Lewandowski 28);
Wales 1 (Norrington-Davies
90+2) lost to the Netherlands
2 (Koopmeiners 50, Weghorst
90+4).

League B: Group 1: Republic
of Ireland O lost to Ukraine 1
(Tsygankov 47); Scotland 2
(Ralston 28, McKenna 40) bt
Armenia O.

On target: Witsel fires in Belgium's first past the Polish

defence. =arp
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Van der Dussen, Miller star in South Africa’s highest successful chase

Their 131-run unbroken partnership for the fourth wicket flattens India as the visitors go 1-O up; Kishan's 48-ball 76 goes in vain for the hosts

SA IN INDIA

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

When South Africa stared at
India’s 211 for four, only 18
times in T20Is had teams
chased down targets of 200
or more.

On Thursday, before the
packed stands of Ferozeshah
Kotla ground, David Miller
and Rassie van der Dussen
raised a match-winning
stand of 131 and made it the
19th occasion by pulling off
the sixth highest run-chase
and South Africa’s biggest.

South  Africa’s chase
picked up momentum when
the dangerous Miller and van
der Dussen collected 33 runs
in two overs — from Harshal
Patel and Axar Patel — to
make it 125 for three after 13
overs and never looked back.

Needing 64 off 30 deliver-
ies, decisive blows followed
when 22 runs came off suc-
cessive overs from Harshal
and Bhuveshwar Kumar and
soon, South Africa was over
the line with seven wickets
and five deliveries to spare.

If India slipped at the
threshold of a world-record
setting 13th straight victory,
it was due to the bowlers’ fai-
lure to rise to the challenge.

After Shreyas Iyer

The sizzlers: Van der Dussen and Miller pulverised the Indian attack to help South Africa post a comfortable win. =r.v. moorTHY

dropped a regulation catch
of van der Dussen when on
29, the batter smashed his
next 46 runs off just 15 balls
to remain unbeaten on 75. In
contrast, after a 22-ball 50,
Miller steadied himself for an
unbeaten 64.

Earlier, India raced to 211,

ICC congratulates
all-time great’ Mithali

ANI
NEW DELHI

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) has congratu-
lated India legend Mithali
Raj for an outstanding 23-
year international career
during which she broke sev-
eral records.

The 39-year-old middle-
order batter, who an-
nounced her retirement
from all international crick-
et on Wednesday, led India
in this year’s ICC Women’s
Cricket World Cup in New
Zealand. She had retired
from T20Is in September
2019.

ICC Chief Executive Geoff
Allardice said: “Mithali is
one of the all-time greats of
the game. Over the past 23
years, many young girls and
boys will have been inspired
to take up the sport after
watching her. Mithali has
played a huge role in raising
the profile of women’s crick-
et during a crucial period of

Narwal,
Singhraj
and Akash
win silver

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Tokyo Paralympic gold me-
dallist Manish Narwal set-
tled for a silver in the P4
mixed 50m pistol SH1 team
event of the World Para
Shooting World Cup in
Chateauroux, France, on
Thursday.

A day after winning the
10m mixed team gold, the
20-year-old Narwal, who
took the P4 mixed 50m pis-
tol SHI gold with a Para-
lympic record in his debut
Games, teamed up with
Singhraj, also a Paralympic
medallist, and Akash to fin-
ish with a total of 1581.

China (1628) took the
gold and Turkey (1565) the
bronze.

The top Indian shooters,
however, faltered in the in-
dividual event with Akash
being the only Indian to
qualify for the P4 mixed
50m pistol SH1 finals.

He ended fifth with a
score of 159.4.

China's Yang Chao took
the gold with a total of
223.9, followed by compa-
triot Huang Xing (218.5)
and Uzbekistan's Ibragi-
mov Server (200.7).

Failing to make it
Singhraj and Narwal were
ninth and 10th in the quali-
fication round. Only the
top eight qualified for the
final round.
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" . .
Mithali... a ‘fantastic career’.
=FILE PHOTO

its growth and I sincerely
hope she will stay involved
with the game in the coming
years. On behalf of the ICC, I
congratulate her for a fan-
tastic career.”

thanks to Ishan Kishan’s cal-
culated assault, the mea-
sured  strokeplay  from
Shreyas Iyer and the late
flourish from Rishabh Pant
and Hardik Pandya, who ad-
ded 46 off 18 balls.

Kishan impressed as he
grew in confidence to finish

with 76 off 48 deliveries. The
left-hander, after hitting
three sixes and 11 fours,
holed out in the 13th over.

A delivery after a review
saved him from a caught-be-
hind decision, Kishan failed
to clear long-off. This was si-
milar to the way his opening

partner Ruturaj Gaikwad fell.
A delivery after a shot from
Ruturaj burst through the re-
verse cup of Pretorius and
cleared the ropes, a mishit
was easily taken by Bavuma
at mid-wicket.

Shreyas produced a 27-ball
36 but the momentum was

expectedly provided by the
flamboyant duo of Pant and
Hardik. Pant, who lost his ba-
lance and tripped more than
once during his flashy in-
nings, kept the scoreboard
ticking with two sixes and as
many fours.

But it was Hardik who

Fit Leach figures in unchanged England XI

Stokes’ men will look to seal the series in the second Test starting today

NZ IN ENGLAND

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON
England left-arm spinner
Jack Leach has kept his place
in an unchanged England XI
for the second Test against
New Zealand at Notting-
ham’s Trent Bridge starting
on Friday after being passed
fit following concussion.
Leach missed the majori-
ty of England’s five-wicket
win in the series opener at
Lord’s after falling on his
head while saving a boun-
dary on the first morning at
the ‘Home of Cricket’.
England will aim to carry
on from where they left off
under their new leadership
duo of captain Ben Stokes
and coach Brendon McCul-
lum, the former New Zea-
land skipper and will be
keen to seal the series.
England is 1-0 up in this
three-match series after a
five-wicket victory over New

Tatum and Brown drive
Celtics’ convincing win

Host takes 2-1 lead over Warriors

—

Leading the charge: Brown top-scored for Celtics in their
first home game of the Finals. =ap

NBA FINALS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BOSTON

Jayson Tatum and Jaylen
Brown combined for 53
points as Boston Celtics out-
muscled Golden State War-
riors 116-100 to take a 2-1
lead in the NBA Finals on
Wednesday.

Boston, bullied by the
Warriors in a game two blo-
wout in San Francisco on
Sunday, bounced back with
a dominant physical perfor-
mance to regain the initia-
tive in the best-of-seven se-
ries in a pulsating clash at
the Celtics’ TD Garden.

Brown led Boston scoring
with 27 points, while Tatum
had 26 points and Marcus
Smart 24 as the Celtics
moved to within two wins of
arecord 18th NBA crown.

Stephen Curry led Gol-
den State with 31 points

»

while Klay Thompson redis-
covered his scoring touch
with 25, but it was not
enough for Steve Kerr’s side.

Comeback thwarted

It looked as if a Warriors co-
meback was on the cards af-
ter a Curry three-pointer
late in the third quarter gave
Golden State their first lead
since the opening seconds
of the game at 83-82.

But Boston refused to
buckle and regained the in-
itiative to lead by four points
heading into the final
quarter.

Celtics then surged clear

with a 9-2 run at the start of
the fourth to jump out to an
11-point lead before closing
out a deserved victory.
The result: Boston Celtics 116
(Brown 27, Tatum 26, Smart
24) bt Golden State Warriors
100 (Curry 31, Thompson 25,
Wiggins 18). Celtics lead 2-1.

Zealand at Lord’s last week
gave England just its second
win in 18 matches at this
level.

Now Stuart Broad wants
to gee up the crowd at Trent

Back in business: Leach has been passed fit after suffering a
concussion in the first Test. =GeTTY IMAGES

Bridge, his home ground,
just as he did in changing the
momentum at Lord’s when
New Zealand lost three wick-
ets in three balls to spark a
collapse of six for 34 on the

Ramita strikes improbable
gold in air rifle

KIYG

KAMESH SRINIVASAN

NEW DELHI

Ramita Jindal usurped the
air rifle gold from Devanshi
Katara in the Khelo India
Youth Games at the Dr. Kar-
ni Singh Range here on
Thursday.

It was a fitting climax to
the shooting competition,
as Ramita, the World Cham-
pionship junior bronze me-
dallist, came up with five in-
credible  shots  when
Devanshi was on the door
step of victory.

Ramita recovered from
the brink of defeat at 8-14,
with a tied shot, that made it
9-15.

With Devanshi needing
one point for victory, Rami-
ta shot 10.7, 10.8, 10.7 and
10.5 to sail to an improbable
victory, with every better
shot fetching her two
points. Devanshi did not

shoot badly, only that her
shots of 10.5, 10.4, 10.2 and
10.4 in that order, proved in-
ferior in comparison.

The 18-year-old Ramita
had done well to top the se-
cond stage and qualify for
the gold match, 0.3 point
better than Devanshi. The
latter was 0.4 point behind
Ramita in the first stage of
qualification.

There was pressure on

Ramita as it was Devanshi
who released the shot first
every time in the gold duel,
but Ramita executed a re-
markable series in which all
her 16 shots were 10 or
more. It was another gold
for Haryana, while Devanshi
fetched silver for Rajasthan.
Harshita Garg won the
bronze for Haryana.
The results: Youth women's
air rifle: 1. Ramita Jindal 17
(260.0) 624.8; 2. Devanshi
Katara 15 (259.7) 624.4; 3. Har-
shita Garg 258.8 (625.2).

[

Podium finish: Devanshi Katara, champion Ramita Jindal and
Harshita Garg, the air rifle medallists on Thursday.
= KAMESH SRINIVASAN

third day.

“I know that’s when I’'m at
my best... I need to take that
into Trent Bridge, because if
I get that Nottingham roar,
with the party mode the For-
est fans are in, it could have a
huge benefit.”

The 35-year-old Notting-
hamshire seamer is, howev-
er, well aware of the risks of
such an approach: “If you
whip the crowd up, then
bowl a half-volley and go for
four you look daft. But I
quite like that pressure.”

The teams:

England: Alex Lees, Zak Craw-
ley, Ollie Pope, Joe Root, Jonny
Bairstow, Ben Stokes (Capt.),
Ben Foakes (wk), Matthew
Potts, Jack Leach, Stuart Broad
and James Anderson.

New Zealand (likely): Tom
Latham, Will Young, Kane Wil-
liamson (Capt.), Devon Conway,
Henry Nicholls, Daryl Mitchell,
Tom Blundell (wk), Kyle Jamie-
son, Tim Southee, Neil Wagner,
Trent Boult.

INDIA
Ishan Kishan c Stubbs b Maharaj
76 (48b, 11x4, 3x6), Ruturaj
Gaikwad c Bavuma b Parnell 23
(15b, 3x6), Shreyas lyer b Pretor-
ius 36 (27b, 1x4, 3x6), Rishabh
Pant c van der Dussen b Nortje
29 (16b, 2x4, 2x6), Hardik
Pandya (not out) 31 (12b, 2x4,
3x6), Dinesh Karthik (not out) 1
(2b); Extras (b-1, lb-2, w-12): 15;
Total (for four wkts. in 20 overs):
211.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-57 (Ruturaj, 6.2 overs), 2-137
(Kishan, 12.6), 3-156 (Shreyas,
16.1), 4-202 (Pant, 19.1).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING
Maharaj 3-0-43-1, Rabada 4-0-
35-0, Nortje 4-0-36-1, Parnell
4-0-32-1, Shamsi 2-0-27-0, Pre-
torius 3-0-35-1.

SOUTH AFRICA
Quinton de Kock c Kishan b Axar
22 (18b, 3x4), Temba Bavuma ¢
Pant b Bhuvneshwar 10 (8b,
2x4), Dwaine Pretorius b Harshal
29 (13b, 1x4, 4x6), Rassie van
der Dussen (not out) 75 (46b,
7x4, 5x6), David Miller (not out)

came up with some wristy
shots to send the ball past the
mid-wicket boundary more
than once.

Hardik carried on with his
IPL form during his unbea-
ten 12-ball 31, a well-timed six
off Anrich Nortje being the
pick. In all, India’s batting

SCOREBOARD

64 (31b, 4x4, 5x6); Extras (Lb-7,
w-4, nb-1): 12; Total (for three
wkts. in 19.1 overs): 212.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-22 (Bavuma, 2.2), 2-61 (Pretor-
ius, 5.2), 3-81 (de Kock, 8.4).
INDIA BOWLING
Bhuvneshwar 4-0-43-1, Avesh
4-0-35-0, Chahal 2.1-0-26-0,
Hardik 1-0-18-0, Harshal 4-0-
43-1, Axar 4-0-40-1.
Toss: South Africa; MoM: Miller.
South Africa won by seven
wkts. with five balls to spare to
take a 1-0 lead in five-match
series.
Second T20I: June 12, Cuttack,
7 p.m.

Innings scan

INDIA SOUTH

AFRICA

45 Dots 40
16 17

came good against a quality
attack. If 51 runs came in the
PowerPlay, another 51 fol-
lowed off the next four. The
next five produced 48 and
the last five, 61. The total of
211 wasn’t enough once Mill-
er and van der Dussen got

going.

-~ Lakshya cruises, Sindhu
~overcomes Tunjung

In control: Lakshya got past Gemke in straight games.
= REUTERS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAKARTA
PV. Sindhu and Lakshya Sen
progressed to the quarterfi-
nals of the Indonesia Mas-
ters Super 500 badminton
tournament with contrast-
ing wins here on Thursday.
World No. 9 Lakshya re-
gistered a 21-18, 21-15 win ov-
er World No. 13 Rasmus
Gembke of Denmark in 54 mi-
nutes in men’s singles, while

National inter-State
meet from today

ATHLETICS

K. KEERTHIVASAN
CHENNAI

There are quite a few slots to
be filled and there is not
much time left. So far, 27 In-
dian athletes from four disci-
plines have made the cut for
the 2022 Birmingham Com-
monwealth Games (July 28
to August 8) while around 11
have made the grade for the
Oregon World champion-
ships (July 15 to 24).

The five-day SNJ-61st Na-
tional Inter-State athletics
championships beginning
here on Friday, will provide
the other remaining athletes
one last chance to book their
tickets to the two events and
the qualified ones to show
they are a cut above the rest.

All the major Indian stars
barring Neeraj Chopra, See-
ma Punia and Avinash Sable
will be participating in the
meet.

Olympic gold medallist in
javelin throw Neeraj will be
taking part in the Paavo Nur-
mi Games in Finland while
meet record holder in wo-
men’s discus Seema, men’s
3000m steeplechase Nation-
al record holder Sable, will
be in the USA.

The 2018 Asian Games
400mH silver medallist A.
Dharun is reportedly suffer-
ing from fever, but is keen to
run.

There are quite a few bat-
tles that would provide ex-
citement. The one between
Murali Sreeshankar and Jes-
win Aldrin in the men’s long

.y
e

-
Toor. =FILE PHOTO

jump will be the most
awaited.

In the women’s 100m,
Dutee Chand will be the star
attraction while in the 200m
a good fight is expected bet-
ween Hima Das, Priya H.
Mohan and S. Dhanalaksh-
mi. Priya will have it tough in
the 400m with V. Subha,
Summy, and Jisna Mathew in
the fray.

Meanwhile, Aishwarya
Mishra’s name has been in-
cluded in the 400m revised

entry list released on
Thursday.
Meanwhile Adbullah

Aboobacker, U. Karthik, Eld-
hose Paul, and Praveen Chi-
travel will be keen to jump
further than the others.

Tajinderpal Singh Toor, a
National record holder in
shot put, said while he has
made the cut for the Worlds,
he is yet to do it for the CWG.
“I am recovering from a
wrist injury in my throwing
arm. I am looking at 21m,”
Tajinder told The Hindu
here on Thursday.

»

Sindhu was made to toil
hard for over an hour by
Gregoria Mariska Tunjung
of Indonesia before winning
23-21, 20-22, 21-11 in the se-
cond round.

In mixed doubles, Ashwi-
ni Ponnappa and B. Su-
meeth Reddy lost to the Chi-
nese second seeds Chinese
Zheng Si Wei and Huang Ya
Qiong 18-21, 13-21 in their
pre-quarterfinal match.

IN BRIEF
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Record-setting Azam
trumps West Indies

MULTAN (PAKISTAN)

Pakistan skipper Babar Azam
became the first batter to
knock three successive ODI
hundreds twice as he
anchored a five-wicket win
over the West Indies in Multan
on Wednesday. Azam cracked
a brilliant 107-ball 103 to help
Pakistan overhaul a tough
306-run target in 49.2 overs.
The scores: West Indies
305/8 in 50 overs lost to
Pakistan 306/5 in 49.2 overs
(Imam-ul-Haq 65, Babar Azam
103, Mohammad Rizwan 59,
Khushdil Shah 41 n.o.).

Afghans complete ODI
sweep of Zimbabwe
HARARE

Afghanistan completed a 3-0
whitewash of Zimbabwe on
Thursday in an ODI series, but
made heavy weather of
chasing a modest target.
Brief scores: Zimbabwe 135 in
44.5 overs (Sikandar Raza 38,
Rashid Khan 3/31) lost to
Afghanistan 137/6 in 37.4
overs (Hashmatullah Shahidi
38, Mohammad Nabi 34 n.o.).

Blatter, Platini reiterate
innocence in court
BELLINZONA

Sepp Blatter and Michel
Platini strongly reiterated
their innocence when they
were questioned on day two
of their criminal trial on
charges of defrauding FIFA at
the start of Thursday's
session at the Federal
Criminal Court of Switzerland.
AP
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As All That

Breathes soars at the
international festival
circuit, ilmmaker
Shaunak Sen
discusses its mood,
metaphors and
underlying politics

- ANUJ KUMAR

Shaunak Sen has landed in India but
the win at the prestigious Cannes In-
ternational Film Festival is yet to
sink in. After winning the World Ci-
nema Grand Jury Prize at the Sun-
dance Film Festival earlier this year,
his documentary, All That Breathes,
has won the prestigious L’Oeil d’ Or,
the top prize for documentaries at
Cannes.

The Delhi boy, who studied the
craft at Jamia Millia Islamia and is
presently doing his PhD from Jawa-
harlal Nehru University, says he feel-
s honoured his film was screened
alongside the masters whose works
he admired and studied during his
growing up years.

A creative non-fiction, the mood
piece follows the lives of siblings Na-
deem Shehzad and Mohammad
Saud who rescue and treat black ki-
tes in the dilapidated basement of
their house in Wazirabad, Delhi.
Through them, the documentary
looks at the environmental and so-
cial decay in the political capital of
the country through man-animal re-
lationships and their
interdependence.

Keen to hold a screening in their
neighbourhood in Wazirabad as
soon as they catch a breath from all
the international attention, Shaunak
talks about the visual grammar of
the film. Edited excerpts:

How did the film come about?

® | was interested in the visceral,
heavy, opaque, greyness of the
air we experience in Delhi. I hav-
e a philosophical interest in the hu-
man-animal relationship, especial-
ly in birds. I was very interested in
the figure of a grey, monotone heavy
sky in which these birds float like ti-
ny dots and the dreamy image of a
bird falling off the sky.

When I started looking for people
who have a deeper meaningful en-
gagement with birds or the skies, I
chanced upon the work of th-
e brothers. The minute I met them
in the remarkable basement, with
industrial decay on one side and
these regal-looking birds on the oth-
er, [ immediately sensed it is an in-
herently cinematic place. The fil-
m became a kind of free-fall,
afterwards. It was three years of the

piece, I decided to take out the best
lines, compress them, and then
those lines are spoken in the voice-
over bits. Those are not directly in-
terviewed recordings but thing-
s they have said and I stylistically
plotted them.

Apart from the ecological
concerns, the film also hints at
the sociopolitical decay...

@ It is not a direct political film but
purely an ecological film that deals
with the relationship between man

rigorous long-winded shoot.

How did you arrive at

the enchanting visual language
and background narration?

® We eschewed the usual style of us-
ing a telephoto lens to film a bird in
the sky. With German cinematogra-
pher Benjamin Bernhard, we shot
the simultaneous co-existence of
the non-human life in the city. We
developed a particular film gram-

mar where we shot long takes wit-
h slow languorous tilt downs and
pans. The main thing was, we deci-
ded we won’t cut.

The shots of rats in the beginni-
ng and turtles and the snail thereaf-
ter, essentially juxtapose some ele-
ments of the urban with the animal
life in the city.

I had a diary full of things the
brothers had told over two years. As
it was obviously a kind of stylised
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Meaningful cinema Stills
from All That Breathes;
(inset) Shaunak Sen = speciaL
ARRANGEMENT

and bird and the internal emotional
struggle between the brothers. The
brothers themselves are not politi-
cal in the conventional sense. I wan-
ted to fully respect that.

When you are shooting for a long
period, there would be some thing-
s that would start emerging from the
background. You vaguely sense that
there is some sense of turbulence in
the city in a few scenes. I disagree
with the characterisations that
frame it as a very prominent thread.
It needs to be sensed as the wall-
paper of their lives.

Tell us about your love for the

documentary form

® Non-fiction is more hospitable

and accommodating of personal
interests and films that are made
on a small scale. I got exposed to
the documentary circuit and Do-
cedgeKolkata [a forum for docu-
mentary filmmakers], and fami-
liarised myself with different
grammar and vocabularies. Once
I made my first documentary, I
decided to practise it more.

What’s next?

® [ am a bit scared of the behemot-
h that is Bollywood. I have worked
with the same set of people in Delhi
who are like family. I watch a lot of
fiction and my next is most likely to
be a fiction film, though I am not
clear yet what it would be about.

material that celeb
from the first Dalit

® Baba Saheb: An
Extraordinary
Philatelic Journey,
is an exhibition of
commemorative
and definitive
postage stamps,
information
brochures, first-day
covers, postal
calendars, inland
letter cards, and
other postal

rate BR Ambedkar's life
personality to be honoured

with a commemorative postage stamp in 1966
to becoming a key philatelic icon in the
country. Curated by Vikas Kumar, the
exhibition is on at the Art Gallery, Kamaladevi
Complex, India International Centre; 11 am to 7

pm; Till June 21

X

® Mother Nature is the theme of paintings
mounted by 10 artists for a 10-day group

show. Art works of

Ashok

Baldodia, Babu, Chandana
Bhattacharya, Chandrawati Kumari, Jyoti
Sateeja, Maitreyie Nandi, Neelam

Sachan, SS Kukkal,

Sabia Khan and Vivek Singh

are on display; At C-97, Sector-44, Noida;
10am to 6pm; Till June 16

® Dastangoi
Collective has trained
50 members in the
art of Urdu
storyelling. Over the
years the group has
produced 15 modern
dastans and
performed 800

shows and is now celebrating its 17th
anniversary with a three-day festival
showcasing different performers and stories.
The line-up includes Dastan-e-Tagseem-e-Hind
(Partition) by Meera Rizvi and Wasi Zaidi;
Mantoiyat by Shadab Hussain and Meera Rizvi,
Dastan-e- Chouboli by Shadab Hussain and
Rajesh Kumar, Dastan Hairat Jadu ki by Nusrat
Ansari and Ainee Farooqui, Dastan-e- Gandhi
by Ainee Farooqui and Nusrat Ansari, Dastan
Mehtab Jadu ki by Udit Yadav and Amina
Syeda. The Dastangoi will be held from June
10 to 12; At The Theatre, India Habitat Centre,

Lodi Road; 7.45pm.

For events contact us on

metroplusdelhi@thehindu.co.in

Majrooh, the
evergreen lyricist

A group of writers pay tribute to the poet who wrote
about love and challenges with equal conviction

: VIJAY LOKAPALLY

Majrooh Sultanpuri was a legend and
the book’s title describes him best:
Majrooh Sultanpuri. The Poet For All
Seasons. His longevity in the film in-
dustry is laudable.

The book, conceptualised by Ma-
nek Premchand and published by
Blue Pencil, is a tribute to the famous
songwriter by a group of writers. Ac-
cording to Deepa Buty, a critic and
one of the contributors, “The secret
of Majrooh Sultanpuri’s success lies
in the fact that he changed the style of
lyrics according to the time. Imagine
apoet and his career as a lyricist from
1946 to 2001; from KL Saigal to Shah
Rukh Khan... He represented a poet’s
heart with ‘Gham Diye Mustaqil’, he
started the conversational pattern of
songs like ‘Haal Kaisa Hai Janab Ka’
and ‘Aankhon Mein Kya Ji’, to name a
few.”

Songwriters Shailendra, Kaifi Az-
mi, Sahir Ludhianvi and Shakeel Ba-
dayuni were some of his contempor-
aries who had an equally wide range.
Majrooh was revered for his support
of women. “He brought out the woes
of a woman’s condition in society
with ‘Hum Hain Mataa-e-koocha’. He
also brought a fresh wave with lyrics
like ‘Aapke Kamre Mein Koi Rehta
Hai’ and he made the new generation
sing songs like ‘Yahan Ke Hum Sikan-
der!,” says Deepa.

Majrooh was a master of penning
songs which became the love story of
a common man, and on the other, he
told the tale of society. Majrooh also
created magic on the screen with his
romantic songs. His ‘O Haseena Zul-
fon Wali’ from Teesri Manzil is an

CM
K

evergreen classic. Jaane Kahan Mera
Jigar Gaya Ji’ from Mr & Mrs 55 shows
Johnny Walker at his best.

Hunting and fishing were among
his many hobbies. His son Andalib
says that he had his favourites too but
never wrote for Raj Kapoor. “Abba
had a car; that was very rare for a
music writer.” He stood up for song-
writers, demanding the same status
as a composer.

He was the most sought after for
films noted for their music. Exam-
ples: Aar Paar, Nau Do Gyarah, Kaa-
la Pani, Jhumroo, Chalti Ka Naam
Gaadi, Dosti, Jewel Thief, Mere Jee-
van Saathi, Pakeezah, Caravan, Das-
tak, Abhimaan. He is also credited
with one of the most motivating
songs — ‘Ruk Jana Nahee’ from
Imtihaan.

“They don’t make lyricists like him
anymore,” says Deepa, adding “Not
because there’s no talent but there’s
no patience and attentiveness.”

»
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Delhi lost
in time

Feroz Dehlavi discusses why he spent
hours on painstaking research before
writing Hamare Zamane Ki Dilli, which

reminds readers of the rich literature
and history of the city

it ZIYA US SALAM

There is something undenia-
bly wistful about Mohammed
Feroz Dehlavi when he
speaks. He may have penned
Hamare Zamane ki Dilli with
a mix of nostalgia and long-
ing, but today he is saddened
at the decline of the city.

He says he longs for the

days when he would go to Ur-
du Bazaar opposite Jama Mas-
jid, and immerse himself in
the world of letters in iconic
book shops offering Urdu lit-
erature, including Saqib Book
Depot, Nadwatul Muslameen,
Jamaat-e-Islami’s outlet, Qu-
tub Khana Hameedia, Central
Book Depot, Anjuman Tarag-
qi Hindi’s outlet and so many

Tahnaet Il
weloaLest Yarld

others. “It pains me to go
there today. There are only a
few shops remaining now,” he
says, adding ruefully, “Today,
there are chicken and mutton
shops, biryani corners. I call
it Murgh-o-Mahi Bazaar, not
Urdu Bazaar.”

He is pragmatic enough to
understand that Urdu is “no
longer the language of the
economy” and “a language
that fails to get you a job or
earn a living finds few takers”
He says, “There are shoe,
music or paan shops in place
of book shops. The iconic Qu-

tub Khana Rasheedia of 1930s
no longer exists. Places
where people used to read
and discuss books, say at San-
gam Kitab Ghar, Maktaba Bur-
han, Maktaba Shara or Azad
Book Depot are all gone.
Where does one discuss, de-
bate or even read now? Like a
generation has  quietly
slipped away.”

Also, gone is the Shama
magazine. He recalls old-tim-
ers buying the magazine for
its moamma, and a pickle-
seller in Chitli Qabar being
smart enough to sell the puz-
zle only after making a photo-
copy for himself. Such was
the popularity of the moam-
ma that Shama went on to
carve out its own niche as
probably the first Urdu maga-
zine on cinema. “The same
fate has fallen neighbour-
hood libraries which used to
lend books for two paise a
day in Old Delhi. The moam-
ma ended around 30 years
ago. The libraries with books-
on-hire facilities also shut
shop around the same time.”

Dehlavi’s book covers a
vast spectrum of the city’s life

»

Past forgotten There is
hardly a trace of Urdu Bazaar
opposite Jama Masjid,
mundane shops fill up the
area now. (inset) Feroz
Dehlavi =susHIL KUMAR VERMA

from 1857 to 1975. Even as he
talks of social traditions and
hangouts of Old Delhi, the
land of endless soirees and
mehfils, he remembers many
historic moments in the city.

Feroz comes up with a nice
slice of nostalgia. “When the
1911 Durbar took place and In-
dia’s capital was being shifted
from Calcutta to Delhi, the
procession for Kingsway
Camp started from the stairs
of Jama Masjid. Tickets were
sold here to be a part of the
historic event. Abdul Rehman
sahib has written about it in
great detail.”

Replete with such anec-
dotes, the book is a result of
painstaking research, hours
spent in libraries, poring over
books penned by those who
loved Delhi. “I am a 12th-gen-
eration Dilliwallah. I am most
attached to Dilli. Whatever I
have heard from my elders,
read or was told about the ci-
ty, I decided to pen it down
for the benefit of coming gen-
erations. Urdu is my language
of speech and writing. So, I
decided to do this book in Ur-
du,” he says.

Stating that he did a lot of
research for many years for
the book, Feroz says he read
many authors on the subject.
He also went through books
and documents at the Urdu
Akademi, Urdu Ghar, the li-
brary at Zakir Husain college.
(Incidentally, Feroz used to
teach at Zakir Husain from
1983 to 2008. Interestingly,
he was a student at the same
college.) He concludes, “I fi-
nally concentrated on the pe-
riod between 1857 and 1975,
The idea was to preserve the
social life of the city, the small
traditions and culture for the
next generation.”
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Kartikeya’s sensational spell puts Madhya Pradesh in last four

Romps home by 10 wickets as the left-arm spinner returns his best First Class figures of 6/50 to douse Punjab’s spirits

RANJI TROPHY

LALITH KALIDAS
BENGALURU
Madhya Pradesh  (MP)
cruised into its first Ranji
Trophy semifinal since the
2016-17 season after it
quashed Punjab by 10 wick-
ets on the fourth day of their
last-eight clash here at the
Alur (3) ground on Thursday.
Left-arm spinner Kumar
Kartikeya’s sensational six-
wicket haul (6/50) — his best
First Class figures — doused
Punjab’s spirits despite over-
hauling a 58-run deficit from
day three. Kartikeya, who
bowled from the far end in
the final session the previous
evening, began from the op-
posite end during a bright
morning’s play. He complet-
ed his five-wicket haul with
the scalp of Sanvir Singh for a
duck after Saransh Jain end-
ed Siddharth Kaul’s 52-ball 31
cameo with a stumping.

Bag of tricks

Kartikeya constricted the
batters by unleashing his bag
of tricks — a slew of flippers

Happy bunch: The MP players celebrate the dismissal of Slddharth Kaul after a third- umplre referral = LALITH KALIDAS

and cross-seamers — while
proactively swapping sides.
He ended wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Anmol Malhotra’s rear-
guard effort by wafting a de-
livery on a fine spot in the
good length outside the off-

stump.

Malhotra fell for the trap
and leaned forward to edge it
straight to Rajat Patidar, who
combined with Kartikeya in
five of his seven wickets in
the match, at first slip.

Thomas among three uncapped
players in Windies Test squad

CRICKET

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ST. JOHN’S (ANTIGUA)
Uncapped Devon Thomas,
Gudakesh Motie and Ander-
son Phillip have been includ-
ed in a 12-player West Indies
squad for the first cricket
Test against Bangladesh
starting on June 16.
Wicketkeeper-batter Tho-
mas has played 21 ODIs and
four T20Is for the West In-
dies. Left-arm spinner Motie
has played one T20I and fast
bowler Phillip is in the squad
for the ODI series in Pakistan
that began on Wednesday.

IN BRIEF

Paul Casey withdraws
from US Open

BROOKLINE (USA)

Paul Casey has withdrawn
from the U.S. Open, the third
straight Major he has missed
this year because of a back
injury. Casey last competed
at the WGC-Match Play in
March, playing two holes of
his opening match when he
conceded because of back
Spasms. ap

Moore suspended after
testing positive for
banned substance

LONDON

British tennis player Tara
Moore has been provisionally
suspended after testing
positive for banned
substances under the sport's
anti-doping rules. The
International Tennis Integrity
Agency on Wednesday said
the 29-year-old Moore tested
positive for nandrolone
metabolites and Boldenone
during a WTA tournament in
Colombia in April. ap

“Devon Thomas has been
knocking on the door for
quite some time,” West In-
dies lead selector Desmond
Haynes said.

Bangladesh’s tour to the
Caribbean will also include
T20s in Dominica on July 2
and 3 and Guyana on July 7
and ODIs in Guyana on July
10, 13 and 16.

The West Indies squad: Kraigg
Brathwaite (Capt.), Jermaine
Blackwood, Nkrumah Bonner,
John Campbell, Joshua Da Sil-
va, Alzarri Joseph, Kyle Mayers,
Gudakesh Motie, Anderson
Phillip, Raymon Reifer, Jayden
Seales and Devon Thomas.

Devon Thomas.
=FILE PHOTO

Punjab, however, denied
MP an innings win by taking
the lead through Mayank
Markande (33 n.o.) who
pushed his side past the op-
position’s 178-run buffer with
some lusty blows.

Off-spinner Saransh Jain
bore some damage to his fi-
gures but quickly wrapped
up the innings by dismissing
Varun Choudhary (2) and
Baltej Singh 6) in
succession.

Punjab was bundled for
203 in 68.4 overs, leaving MP
a 26-run target to effectively
seal its semifinal spot.

A breeze

MP openers Yash Dubey and
Himanshu Mantri proceeded
to chase down the total in a
breeze in 5.1 overs as coach
Chandrakant Pandit ensured
the side a last-four berth in
his first Ranji season at the
helm of the side. Pandit,
known for his shrewd tactics,
had earlier led Vidarbha to
successive titles in 2017-18
and 2018-19.

Meanwhile, Punjab would
rue its poor batting perfor-
mance on a surface that was
conducive for batters post
day one. Poor application
from a set of experienced
bats in Shubman Gill, Abh-
ishek Sharma, Mandeep
Singh and Gurkeerat Singh
Mann hurt Punjab dearly.

None of its top-order bat-
ters crossed the half-century
mark as they simply lacked
the restraint and calmness of
the opposition. In the end,

ICC clears Hasnain’s action

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARACHI

Pakistan’s young pacer Mo-
hammad Hasnain’s bowling
action has been cleared by
the ICC, making him eligible
to play at all levels of cricket.

The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) said on Thurs-
day that Hasnain’s bowling
action has been found to be
legal as the amount of elbow
extension in the reassess-
ment was within the 15-de-
gree level of tolerance per-
mitted as per ICC Illegal
Bowling Regulations.

“As such, he can now res-
ume bowling in all forms of
cricket, which includes
domestic cricket world-
wide,” the board said.

India ready for Belgium: Savita

Deep says the team has a lot of self-belief

Time to fly: The Indian women's team will hope to make the most of its Belgium sojourn.

= TWITTER@THEHOCKEYINDIA

PRO LEAGUE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

BRUSSELS

Skipper Savita said India has
what it takes to win on fo-
reign soil as it faces host Bel-
gium in a double-header of
the FIH Women’s Hockey
Pro League during the
weekend.

India is currently third
with 22 points from eight
games, just behind Argenti-
na and the Netherlands. Bel-
gium, on the other hand, is
seventh with 12 points in
eight matches.

“We are prepared for Bel-
gium. We have a number of
seasoned players in our

PGA Tour suspends
LIV Golf rebels

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

The PGA Tour on
Thursday suspended Phil
Mickelson, Dustin Johnson
and 15 others participating
in the inaugural LIV Golf
event that began on
Thursday.

A two-page memo
issued by PGA Tour
commissioner Jay
Monahan said the
suspended players are no
longer eligible to compete

in all PGA Tour events, the
Presidents Cup and all
tours sanctioned by the
PGA Tour.

The decision by the
PGA Tour triggered a
quick and scathing
response from LIV Golf.
“Today’s announcement
by the PGA Tour is
vindictive and it deepens
the divide between the
Tour and its members,”
LIV Golf said in a
statement.

squad who know what it
takes to win on foreign soil,”
Savita said in a release from
Hockey India (HI).

India had stunned Olym-
pic champion the Nether-
lands 2-1in the first match of
its double header but lost
the second match 3-1 in a
shoot-out in April.

Areas to improve
“We worked on our mistakes
and are confident that we
will not repeat them. We
have talked about the areas
where we need to improve
and are confident we will
succeed,” she added.
Vice-captain Deep Grace
Ekka said that the team has a

Big win for Golden Eagle

Punit’s hundred and
half-centuries by Raunak
Wagela and Kush Wagela
helped Golden Eagle beat
Mishra Sports by 276 runs
in the DDCA Under-16
League. In other games, a
five-wicket haul by Sumit
Sharma and 85 runs by
Tanya Kaushik saw Anand
Sports beat Alpine Club by
seven wickets and Krishna’s
45 not out helped Young
Friends Club beat Delhi
Colts by eight wickets.

The scores: Golden Eagle 347
in 48 overs (Punit 112, Kush
Wagela 98, Raunak Wagela
62, Dev Parashar 3/53) bt

DELHI ROUND-UP

lot of self-belief and winning
the next games will boost
the confidence ahead of the
World Cup.

“We have faith in our-
selves, in our team, and,
most importantly, in each
other. We are aware that we
must maintain our perfor-
mance as we prepare for the
Women’s World Cup,” Deep
said.

“We must maintain ball-
possession, be active and ap-
ply pressure on the opposi-
tion. Our immediate goal is
to win these games, as well
as the next matches against
Argentina and the USA in or-
der to boost our morale
ahead of the World Cup.”

Mishra Sports 71in 26 overs.
Alpine Club 189 in 38 overs
(Mohd. Shahid 35, Sumit
Sharma 5/21) lost to Anand
Sports 192/3 in 38 overs
(Tanya Kaushik 85).

Delhi Colts 94 in 30 overs lost
to YFC 97/2in 30 overs
(Krishna 45 n.o.).

Rishik, Kaif score centuries
Centuries by Rishik Baisla
and Mohd. Kaif helped Lala
Ramcharan Aggarwal Club
defeat SB Youth Club by 195
runs in the DDCA Under-19
League.

The scores: LRAC 342/6 in 50
overs (Rishik Baisla 131, Mohd.
Kaif 117) bt SBYC 147 in 27
overs (Aman Bhati 3/46).

Mohammad Hasnain... can resume bowling. =riLe pHoTO

Hasnain’s bowling action
was reported in February
when he was playing in the
Big Bash League in Australia,

and thereafter, he failed a
bowling action review test
conducted under ICC super-
vision.

MP was a cut above in all de-
partments as it deftly dis-
mantled Punjab within 10
sessions.

The scores:

Punjab — 1st Innings: 219.

MP — 1st Innings: 397.

Punjab — 2nd Innings: Abhishek
Sharma c Shrivastava b Karti-
keya 17, Shubman Gill c Patidar
b Kartikeya 19, Anmolpreet
Singh ¢ Dubey b Saransh 31,
Mandeep Singh c Patidar b Kar-
tikeya 17, Gurkeerat Mann c Pa-
tidar b Kartikeya 10, Anmol Mal-
hotra c Patidar b Kartikeya 34,
Siddharth Kaul st. Mantri b Sa-
ransh 31, Sanvir Singh hit wkt.
Kartikeya O, Mayank Markande
(not out) 33, Vinay Choudhary c
Patidar b Saransh 2, Baltej c
Agarwal b Saransh 6; Extras
(lb-2, nb-1) 3; Total (in 68.4 ov-
ers): 203.

Fall of wickets: 1-25, 2-39, 3-
80, 4-96, 5-98, 6-148, 7-153, 8-
166, 9-197.

MP bowling: Kartikeya 34-12-
50-6, Datey 8-0-40-0, Gourav
2-0-10-0, Saransh 23.4-1-
100-4, Anubhav 1-0-1-0.

MP — 2nd innings: Himanshu
Mantri (batting) 9, Yash Dubey
(batting) 17; Total (for no loss in
5.1 overs): 26.

Punjab bowling: Abhishek 3-1-

Starc ruled

QUARTERS, DAY 4

Bengal 773/7 decl. & 76/3 in 31
overs vs. Jharkhand 298 in 96
overs (Nazim Siddiqui 53, Virat
Singh 113 n.o., Sayan Mondal 4/
71, Shahbaz Ahmed 4/51).

Mumbai 647/8 decl. & 261/3
decl. in 58 overs (Prithvi Shaw
72, Yashasvi Jaiswal 103, Aditya
Tare 57) bt Uttarakhand 114 &
69 in 27.5 overs.

Punjab 219 & 203 in 68.4
overs (Kumar Kartikeya 6/50,
Saransh Jain 4/100) lost to
Madhya Pradesh 397 & 26/0 in
5.1 overs.

All matches at Bengaluru.

Bi ggest V|ctor|es by runs
in First Class cricket

B 725 - Mumbai bt
Uttarakhand, 2022

® 685 - New South Wales bt
Queensland, 1929-30

| 552 - South Zone bt Central
Zone, 2010-11

B 540 - Bengal bt Orissa,
1953-54

9-0, Vinay 1-0-8-0, Shubman 1-
0-7-0, Anmol 0.1-0-2-0.

out of third

T20I against Lanka

ANI
COLOMBO

Asustralia pacer Mitchell
Starc has been ruled out of
the third T20I against Sri
Lanka due after he sus-
tained an injury in his left in-
dex finger during the match
here on Tuesday, Cricket
Australia said on Thursday.

Richardson to replace

Jhye Richardson, who had
previously replaced Starc in
Australia’s side for the se-
cond T20I and took three
for 26 in the three-wicket
win on Wednesday, has
been named in Australia’s

ODI squad as replacement.

Starc suffered a gash to
his left index finger during
the first T20I in Colombo
and required six stitches.
The left-arm pacer will re-
main with the squad and
continue to train but he will
need a minimum of seven
days, and perhaps longer,
for the injury to heal.

“(He) will continue to
train with the squad in Sri
Lanka and potentially re-
turn during the ODI Series.
His recovery time is unspec-
ified but anticipated to be a
minimum of seven days,”
CA said in a statement.
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