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Congress to contest
validity of ED's case

NEW DELHI

The issue of whether the
Enforcement Directorate can
register a money laundering
case even in the absence of

a firstinformation report

is all set to be brought
before the courtin the
National Herald case.
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W Trains set afire, MLLAS B 34 trains cancelled amid

vehicle attacked in Bihar uproar in several States
A.M. JIGEESH P 3 i -
NEW DELHI =3 -

Thousands of youth in va-
rious States took to the
streets demanding a rollback
of “contractualisation” of
jobs in the Indian armed
forces, under the newly an-
nounced Agnipath scheme.
Opposition parties, trade
unions, farmers’ associa-
tions, youth organisations
and students’ outfits of va-
rious political affiliations
joined in chorus to support
the protests against the
scheme to recruit soldiers on
a four-year contract basis.
These organisations start-
ed consulting each other on
Thursday for forming a na-

Raging fury: A train set afire by protesters at the Chhapra
railway station in Bihar on Thursday. =e1i

Hiring upper age limit
raised to 23 for this year

Law not equal for allin
country, says Shiv Sena
MUMBAI

Slamming the BJP over the
"harassment" of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi using
the ED, the Shiv Sena on
Thursday said the principle
that “all are equal before the
law" is dead in India. The only
tool left to be used to end the
Opposition is a gas chamber,
said an editorial in the party
mouthpiece Saamana.

STATES » PAGE 7

Pak. continues
to disturb
peace in India,
says Rajnath

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, who arrived in the
Kashmir Valley on Thurs-
day on a two-day visit, said
Pakistan was still pursuing
a policy of “bleeding India
with a thousand cuts”.

“Pakistan continuously
tries to disturb peace in the
country. It has the policy of
bleed[ing] India with thou-
sands of cuts. However,
you [soldiers] are the fenc-
ing wire of the country be-
cause of which they [Pakis-
tan] themselves get cut.
The country has faith and
trust in the Army. People
know you are ready for any
eventuality,” said Mr.
Singh, who travelled to
frontier areas in north
Kashmir’s Baramulla.

He also paid tributes to
the soldiers who died dur-
ing the face-off with Chi-
nese soldiers in 2020. “Re-
membering the heroes of
Galwan who fought valiant-
ly for the honour of the
country and laid down
their lives on June 15-16,
2020. Their courage, brav-
ery and supreme sacrifice
will never be forgotten. I
pay homage to these brave-
hearts,” Mr. Singh tweeted.

Security forces lauded
In Baramulla, he praised
the role of the Army, the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) and the J&K
police in containing terro-
rism in the Union Territory.
“The [erstwhile] State
also witnessed terror activ-
ities in the past. Due to the
relentless efforts of the per-
sonnel of the armed forces,
BSF  (Border Security
Force), the CRPF and the
J&K police, there has been
a significant decline in the
number of terror activities
in the State recently. The
credit for that goes to the
Army, the CRPF and the
J&K police,” Mr. Singh said.

CcM
K

tional platform against Agni-
path. Opposition parties
urged the Centre to with-
draw the scheme consider-
ing national interest.

The Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh-affiliated trade
union, the Bharatiya Maz-
door Sangh, termed the
protests politically motivat-
ed, but distanced itself from
Agnipath.

Youth protested against
the scheme in States such as
Bihar, Jammu & Kashmir,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand and Rajasthan,
where the bulk of the Army

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Amid widespread protests,
the Union government on
Thursday increased the
upper age limit to 23 from 21
for recruitment under the
Agnipath scheme for the
year 2022. “Cognisant of the
fact that it has not been

recruitment takes place. In
Delhi, too, youth organisa-
tions held protests in solidar-
ity with their counterparts in
other States.

The Indian Railways said

possible to undertake
recruitment during the last
two years, the government
has decided that a one-time
waiver shall be granted for
the proposed recruitment
cycle for 2022,” a Defence
Ministry spokesperson said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

34 trains had been cancelled
and 72 trains were running
late due to the protests and
attacks against trains.
Violent protests conti-
nued in Bihar for the second

m Opposition, trade
unions join the chorus

day as protesters set afire
train coaches in Kaimur and
Chhapra districts, blocked
train movements in Siwan,
Ara (Bhojpur), Jehanabad,
Nawada, Saharsha, Chhapra
and other places, while road
traffic too was disrupted at
some places.

As many as 22 trains were
cancelled and five were
stopped mid-way, said East
Central Railway officials.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
MLA Aruna Devi’s vehicle
was attacked by protesters in
Nawada, leaving her and
some people accompanying
her injured. The BJP office in
Nawada too was vandalised
by the violent protesters
who were demanding the
restoration of the old system
of recruitment in defence
services.

Fifteen police personnel,
including two station house
officers, sustained serious in-
juries and five government
vehicles were torched at Ha-
ryana’s Palwal during the
protests. Demonstrators
blocked the Delhi-Jaipur
highway in Gurugram for ov-
er six hours. Traffic was di-
verted at several points in
Haryana and Rajasthan.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12
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Demolitions should not be
retaliatory, SC tells UP. govt.

Any action should
be in accordance
with law: Bench

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday told the Uttar Pra-
desh government that de-
molitions could happen only
in accordance with the pro-
visions of law and could not
be retaliatory. The court said
this after hearing petitions
which alleged that State
authorities had taken the
“appalling” step to wreak

The house of an accused in
the Prayagraj violence case
being razed on June 12. =arp

“vengeance” on the homes
of people allegedly linked to
violence in the aftermath of
the Prophet remarks’ row.
“Ultimately, the rule of
law should prevail... any ac-

tion by you should be in ac-
cordance with the law,” Jus-
tice A.S. Bopanna, leading a
Vacation Bench also com-
prising Justice Vikram Nath,
addressed the Uttar Pradesh
government.

Issuing notice to the State
and listing the case for hear-
ing next week, the Bench
said the question was wheth-
er the State had followed
due process of law before
demolishing the properties
in places such as Prayagraj
and Kanpur.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

Daily COVID cases cross 12,000 mark

Mumbai reports highest number of fresh infections at 2,366

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

For the first time in 111 days,
India reported over 12,000
new COVID-19 cases on a sin-
gle day on Thursday, with
Mumbai topping the table.
The active caseload is
58,215, according to data
from the Union Health Mi-
nistry. There were 11 deaths.
A total of 12,213 cases
were reported in a span of
24 hours, taking India’s total

tally of COVID-19 cases since
the onset of the pandemic to
4,32,57,730.

The cumulative death toll
has risen to 5,24,803 with 11
fatalities, according to the
data updated at 8 a.m.

The deaths include three
from Kerala, two from Maha-
rashtra, and one each from
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Ut-
tarakhand and West Bengal.

The country had reported

over 12,000 COVID-19 cases
on a single day the last time
on February 24, when it re-
ported 13,166 new cases.
The daily test positivity
rate was recorded at 2.35%,
while the weekly positivity
rate was at 2.38%. Mumbai
reported the highest num-
ber of new cases, 2,366, tak-
ing its active cases to 13,005.
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India's Leading Institute for Civil Services Preparation

COMPREHENSIVE GUIDANCE
PROGRAM 2023

PRELIMS-CUM-MAINS FOUNDATION PROGRAM

for freshers by ForumIAS

The most student-oriented foundation program for Civil Services Examination.
The CGP 2023 is a 10 month long rigorous mentor backed Prelims - cum - Mains program
for candidates who want to write CSE 2023 with their best attempt.

Why CGP?

IQRA

Wisdom leads to success

IQRA |/

AN INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SER

FREE SEMINAR WITH
AVADH OJHA &=

Because as an aspirant you cannot wait for building the foundation in the first year,
answer writing in second and content enhancement in third. The CGP includes the right
mix of classes, workshops, answer writing sessions, tests, essay guidance sessions and
grueling 7 AM tests - so that your preparation is competitive in the very first year of
joining. Because at ForumIAS, we treat every aspirant, as if he/she is the only one and we
mentor them to be the best.

DELHI (D5) PATNA (P2) HYDERABAD (H1)
Starts: 22 June 2022 Starts: 01 July 2022 Starts: 01 July 2022

JULY

With ForumIAS Current Affairs Classes, you will cover contemporary issues important
for the exam, across GS Paper 2 and 3, that will take your content to the next level. But do
not take our word or the word of hundreds of toppers who have improved their GS Score
and ranks with us. Attend the first class free at 11 AM on June 18", at New Delhi.

PRELIMS TEST SERIES 2023

The only test series you will ever need to crack prelims

at Kanpur

th

JUNE 2022

TIME 1 :00 ONWADS

CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR PRE + MAINS 2023

Prepare Current Affairs Like No Other.

OJHA'SIR

(Senior Facuilty)

We helped 2000+ people crack Prelims in 2021. We hope to beat our own record in 2023
with 50+ tests designed to cover the entire general studies and CSAT syllabus. The test
series will provide 360-degree coverage and revision through multiple iterations.

EKLAVYA

Pre-cum-Mains Mentorship Program for CSE 2022 JUNE
Eklavya program provides candidates with dedicated mentor who will take him/her
through a year-long preparation plan comprising both Prelims and Mains and ensures
right guidance and tailored preparation strategy.

Successful Students of ForumIAS Academy

RAMESHWAR SUDHAKAR

UPSC AIR 202 (2021)
@ 9579233002, 9850400553

55+ students from paid programs of ForumIAS have secured ranks under 100 in
CSE 2021, including Rank 1, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, 14, 15, 17, and 19 in Top 20. With more than
300 selections in the final list this year, we have delivered consistent results since we
started our journey in 2012.

www.iqraias.com

NEW DELHI: 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Opp. Metro Pillar 95-96, Karol Bagh - 110005 | PATNA: 2nd Floor,
AG Palace, East Boring Canal Road Patna - 800001 | 9311740914 | HYDERABAD: 1st Floor, SM Plaza,
Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Telangana - 500020 | 9311740410

@9821 711605, 9311740900 @ admissions@forumias.academy | https://academy.forumias.com
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Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation Limited. (KPDCL)

BSES Yamuna Power Limited, Delhi
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

... A joint venture with Govt. of NCT of Delhi
Date: 17.06.2022

BSES Yamuna Power Limited

PROCUREMENT CIRCLE, KPDCL, KASHMIR 190018

NOTICE INVITING TENDER ‘ . A
Web Site: www.pmmpddjk.org, Tele/Fax: 0194-2493881, email:- epc2ndsrinagar@gmail.com

Sealed tenders under two Bid System (Unpriced & Priced) is invited for following job:

NIT No Brief Work Description Estimated | Costof | Due Date & Time | Date & Time e-TENDER ABBREVIATED NOTICE
Cost() | EMDR) | of Submission | of Opening e-NIT No's: SE/Proc/05/2022-23 dated 11/06/2022

CMC/BY/22-23/| SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF HANA 2.00 Crore | 4.00 Lakh 07.07.2022, 08.07.2022, For and on behalf of the Managing Director, KPDCL Kashmir, Superintending Engineer, Procurement Circle,

RS/SS/18 HARDWARE 15:00 Hrs 16:00 Hrs KPDCL Kashmir invites online e-bids from Govt. registered original equipment manufacturers and

authorized distributors For Purchase of EHV grade transformer oil against e-NIT No. SE/Proc/05/2022-23as

CMC/BY/22-23/ | PROCUREMENT OF MICROSOFT LICENSE | 1.56 Crore | 3.12 Lakh 07.07.2022, 08.07.2022, depicted belowfor the requirement of KPDCL:

RS/SS/19 15:00 Hrs 16:30 Hrs S.No Material Description FORECSD Reference toe-NIT

Srinagar

CMRCé!/BSYgZZ(SZB/ PROCUREMENT OF VMWARE LICENSE | 1.10 Crore |  2.20 Lakh 017503023332 0?70502'(_)&82 1 EHV grade transformer ol 252KL (1200 Barrels) SE/Proc/05/2022-23

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in Interested bidder/tenderers
may view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and
time mentioned in the table below. Bidding Documents contain Qualifying Criteria for Bidders,

Cost of each Tender Documents: ¥1,180/-
For details in respect of Equipment/BOM/Services, Qualifying requirements, Terms & conditions, purchase/submission of tender

documents, corrigendum etc. please visit our website www.bsesdelhi.com --> BSES YAMUNA POWER LTD --> Tenders --> Open Specifications, Bill of Quantities, Terms and Conditions of Contract and other details.
Tenders. Head (Contracts & Materials) ) 11:06.2022; 17:00 Hrs

Regd.Off: BSES Yamuna Power Ltd, Shakti Kiran Building, Karkardooma, Delhi-110032 | CIN: U40109DL2001PLC111525
TEL: 011-41247111 | Fax-011-4124 7787 | Website: www.bsesdelhi.com ii)

Dr. P. V. Lakshmaiah addressing a seminar organised by The Hindu's FIC and
Dr. Lakshmaiah IAS Study Circle in Delhi on Thursday. =sHiv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Code to crack civil services:

Date and Time of downloading /Sale (Start)
of Tender Document

Date & Time of Download/Sale (End) of Tender
Document

02:07.2022; 14:00 Hrs

GOVERN MENT OF ASSAM fii) Date&Tfme of B?dding Queries/CIarifications 1240620223 10f00 Hrsto17:06A2022i 14i00 Hrs . . .
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER: PWD: BUILDING: ASSAM iv) za:)egT.Weoffsld:gloadmg((jssnt/E;? . 33423.2222,.1100 :rstofo;(_)zzozz, 14:00 Hrs 3 lan a tlmetable Sthl{ tO lt,
CHANDMARI: GUWAHATI-3 K reip?é?i??eide?l;:ee(;%(gnMIZ)) or?ly(/e e ggﬁi?faegﬁl]la:rlgrzsggﬁ%focdfement p 9
No.CE/TB-V1/44/2022/12 Vi) | CommercialiTechnical Bid Opening Date & Time | 04.07.2022; 14:00 Hrs Guidance, self-confidence essential: Dr. Lakshmaiah

PRESS NOTICE (Re-Tender) vii) | Financial Bid Opening ShaII‘IfAbsbq(iglared later on for the technically
. . . . . . . qualitie aders w .
In cancellation of earlier Press Notice issued vide this office letter No. CE/TB-VI/44/2022/02, Dated vii) [ Venus of Commerciall Technical Bid Opening Soft Copy Electronically STAFF REPORTER ficult to crack. “All one needs to do is

NEW DELHI

Guwahati the 28th April, 2022, the Spl. Chief Engineer, P.W.D. Building (Health & Education), Assam,
Chandmari, Guwahati-3 on behalf of the Governor of Assam, invites fresh bids through Engineering,
Procurement and Construction (EPC) mode-IIl of contract (Single stage two-part bidding system) from
eligible contractors having experience in similar nature of works, for the following work.

Details of the bid may be seen at e-procurement website i.e www.assamtenders.gov.in

The bidders must be enrolled with e-tendering web-portal www.assamtenders.gov.in

plan with proper guidance and at-
tempt with self-confidence to crack
it,” he said. Dr. Lakshmaiah said an-
thropology as an optional
subject is helpful in all
general studies papers

ix) | Costofe-Biddocument Rs.4000.00 (Rupees five Thousand Only) Cost
of Bidding Document shall be pledged to
Accounts officer with Chief Engineer
(P&P),KPDCL Srinagar. In case the cost of
bidding document is furnished in the form of
Demand Draft, the same shall be submitted in
the office of Chief Engineer Planning and
Procurement KPDCL Bemina Srinagar before

Plan your timetable, stick to your
schedule and get up early morning —
these were the three man-
tras shared by noted aca-
demician and anthropolo-

MG 7

s

THE HINDUICLUE

. - - - - techno-commercial bid-opening. Online gist P. V. Lakshmaiah iy and general essays.
EII(; Name of Work Bid Value ggir;%letlon Bid Security Cost of Bid payment can also be made into the account of during a seminar on ‘How P Earlier, former Chief
Accounts officer with Chief Engineer Planning & to crack civil services ex- Secretary of Andhra Pra-
1 “Construction of Rs 24 (Twent 2% of Bid value for Rs Procurement Circle, KPDCL, Srinagar Account

Sheha : Y ° : No: 0110010200000833 IFSC Code: am at a young age through desh Mohan Kanda and
Majuli Unlversny_ 4069.41397 four) months General_category and | 20,000.00 JAKAOMOVING, J&K Bank Ltd Civil degree with civils coach- former Special Chief Se-

of Culture at Maju- | Lakh 1% of Bid Value for Secretariat, Srinagar through NEFT / RTGS o S .
li, Assam” reserved Category and upload the acknowledgement receipt with ing’ in the Capital on Thursday. cretary to the government of Andhra

the BID.
Rs.5,79,000.00

Addressing aspiring candidates at
the event, organised by The Hindu’s
Future India Club in association with

Pradesh Manmohan Singh ad-
dressed the aspirants virtually. This

The Bid price may vary at the time of detail tendering, for which no claim will be admissible. X | Amountof Eamest Money Deposit

All terms and conditions will be as per the Bidding Documents. The Press Notice will be a part of the

o Sd/- was the second event in a series of
Bidding Documents. Superintending Engineer Dr. Lakshmaiah IAS Study Circle, he  four such seminars. The next two are
DIPK-NB-1656/22 Procurement (KPDCL)

The Work will be allotted only after receiving Government approval. said civil services exam is not that dif-  scheduled at Tirupati and Guntur.

Spl. Chief Engineer, P.W.D.(Building),
Health & Education
Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3

Principals to set minimum
benchmarks for govt. schools

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Janasanyog /C/4839/22

SIRWUs, Il
$-NdaRic

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

vide necessary facilities and
funds and schools will be re-

(fedr smer PR-256681(DW&S)21-22))

I\“|aa Administrative Building, Sector - 6, Noida - 201301 (U.P)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

The above tenders can be uploaded by dated 23.06.2022 up to 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be
opened/downloaded on dated 24.06.2022 at 11.00 AM. Principal General Manager
NOIDA

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
e-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

1. The Executive Engineer, Bilaspur, Division No.1, HPPWD Bilaspur H.P. on behalf of Governor of H.P invites online bids on item
rate, in electronic tendering system, in 2 Cover System for the under mentioned work from the eligible and approved
contractors/Firms registered with HPPWD Department.

Sr Name of Work Estimated | EMD Cost of| Time | Eligible class
No. Cost Tender | limit | of Contractor
1. | Construction of 240 metre span (Jeep able Standard bridge | 6,24,24,000/{ 5,00,000/-| 5000/ |One | Class-A
over Sutlaj River at Bhagrin to connect village Bhatoli in G.P. year
Malyawar Distt. Mandi (H.P.).
2. | Construction of Health Sub-Centre building with delivery room|25,00,000/- | 45,000/- | 1500/~ |One |Class- C&D
and residence at Pater. (SH:- Construction of building portion year
including W.S.&S.1., septic tank and rain water harvesting tank).
3. | Construction of additional accommodation block with toilet for |45.00.000/- | 92.500/- | 2000/~ |One |Class- C&D
Distt. Library Bilaspur (H.P.). (SHL:- Construction of building year
portion W.S.&US.I. and site development).
4. | AR & M/O to Joginder Nagar Sarkaghat Ghumarwin road Km. |8,99,277/- 18,000/- | 350/ |Six Class- C&D
91/0 to 95/0. (SH:- Beautification and widening of Kuthera months
Chowk).
5. | Balance work for the Development of plot at Jamthal Tehsil | 1,06,60,935/{ 1,39,500/-| 5000/- |One |Class- B&C
Sadar Distt. Bilaspur H.P. for NTPC Itd Koldam Project year
Barmana (Jamthal) (SH:- Formation cutting 5/7 metre at Km.
0/0 to 0/525 C.D. R/ wall cutting at plot etc.).

2. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The Bid document is available online and bid should be submitted in
online mode on website https:/hptenders.gov.in. Bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For
submission of bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities
(CA). “Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering in HPPWD may obtain the
same from the website: https://hptenders.gov.in. Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already
possessing the digital signature issued from authorized as can use the same in this tender.

3. KeyDates:

1.| Date of Online Publication

2.| Document Download Start and End Date

3.| Bid Submission Start and End Date

4

Physical Submission of EMD and Cost of Tender
Document

5.| Date of Technical Bid opening

29/06/2022 10:00 HRS
29/06/2022 10:30 HRS upto 11/07/2022 10.30 HRS
29/06/2022 10:30 HRS upto 11/07/2022 10.30 HRS

11/07/2022 upto 10:45 HRS

11/07/2022 11:00 HRS

4. TENDERDETAILS:
The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover:
5. Cover 1: shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/ Eligibility Information”.
6. Cover2: shall contain “BOQ/Financial Bid”, where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

5. SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS: The bidders are required to submit receipt of online payment on account of tender
form cost and Earnest money and other Technical Documents in Ofo Executive Engineer Bilaspur Division No.1, HPPWD
Bilaspur H.P as specified in Key dates Sr. No. 4 on Tender Opening Date, failing which the bids will be declared non-responsive.

6. BID OPENING DETAILS: The bids shall be opened on 11/07/2022 at 11:00 HRS in the office Executive Engineer, Bilaspur
Division No.1, HPPWD Bilaspur H.P by the authorised officer. In their interest the tenderer are advised to be present along with
original documents at the time of opening of tenders. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified,
the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120 days after the deadline date for bid submission.

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for any delays due to system
failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be
liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders' responsibility to verify the website for the latest information
related to the tender. Executive Engineer

Bilaspur, HPPWD Division No.1,
Distt Bilaspur H.P
on behalf of

HIM SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAMPARK  Governor of Himachal Pradesh.

K »

HP/1731/22-23

Tender reference No-DWSD/SubClusterSVS/GIRIDIH-1/05/2022-23Dt. 16-06-2022

Principals of the Delhi go-

viewed from time to time by

WESTERN RAILWAY
CONSTRUCTION WORK
Deputy Chief Engineer (Construction)l,
Western Railway, Pratapnagar,
Vadodara-390004, invites E-tender as
per the details given below: E-Tender
No.: Dy.CE/C/IIBRC/ANND-GDA/06.
Name of the work : Construction of
Station building, Platforms, Platform
wall, FOBs, Water tank with staging,
approach road, RCC boundary wall,
fencing, water supply arrangements,
Toilet blocks, Water huts, Staff
Quarters, S&T structures, Electrical
structures, LC Duty Bunk etc.
between Anand - Godhra section in
connection with Anand - Godhra
Doubling Project. Approximate
costwork: ¥ 87,84,29,333.71; Earnest
Money to be deposited : ¥ 45,42,200/-;
Pre Bid Conference : To be held on
22.06.2022; Availability of online
Tender for bidding : From 30.06.2022
To 14.07.2022 up to 15:00 Hrs. Note :
Regarding detailed notice containing,
EMD, eligibility criteria, Similar Nature of
work, detailed tender conditions, please
visit www.ireps.gov.in . Manual offers
will not be considered. 0183

Like us: €3 www.facebook.com/WesternRly

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD
(SURVEY & CONSTRUCTION)
RE-DEVELOPMENT OF
SABARMATI RAILWAY
STATION
E-Tender Notice No. Dy.CE(C)I/ADI/
SBI/SD/EPC/01; Dy. Chief Engineer
(Construction) I, Western Railway,
Ahmedabad, for and on behalf of
President of union of India, invites Open
Tender for following work; (1) Name of
work with its location: Tender No. Dy.
CE(C)I/ADI/SBI/SD/EPC/01: Re-
development of Sabarmati Railway
Station of Ahmedabad Division in
Western Railway on Engineering,
Procurement and Construction (EPC)
mode; (2) Approx. cost of the work:
% 3,09,96,87,692.00 (Three Hundred Nine
Crore Ninety Six Lakh Eighty Seven
Thousand Six Hundred Ninety Two only);
(3) Earnest money to be deposited
through online gateway:X 1,54,98,400.00
(Rupees One Crore Fifty Four Lakh Ninety
Eight Thousand Four Hundred Only); (4)
Completion Period: 36 (Thirty Six)
Months; (5) Date & time for submission
of bid Opening of Technical bid:
Submission: 22-07-2022 upto 15:00 Hrs;
Opening of Tender: 22-07-2022 at 15:30
Hrs; (6) System of Tender Bidding Type:
Two Packet System EPC (Single Stage);
(7) Website particulars Notice Board
location where complete details of
tender can be seen & address of the
office: Web Site: www.ireps.gov.in;
Office of Dy. Chief Engineer (Construction)
I, Western Railway, 2™ Floor, Nirman
Bhavan, Near DRM’s office, Asarva,
Ahmedabad. 17

Like us on; B facebook.com/WesternRly

TESidies fiftRes SJVN Limited )
% (R AR o R SR SR W EgE )
(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of Himachal Pradesh)
VN A MINI RATNA & SCHEDULE ‘A’ PSU
CIN No. L40101HP1988G 01008409

(" NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (NIEOI)

SJVN Ltd. Invites Expression of Interest through e-tendering for

“Pilot Project for Green Hydrogen Production Plant of 20nm®hr

capacity integrated with 25kw fuel cell power generation plant”

Last date for submission of online e-Applications is upto

06.07.2022 at 13:00 hrs.

For detailed NIT, please visit websites www.sjvn.nic.in,

https://sjvn.abcprocure.com & www.eprocure.gov.in.
Executive Director (ECD),

\_ Ph.No. 0177-2660201, 204, elect.contracts @sjvn.nic.in)

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
e-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, Shimla, Division No. I, HPPWD, Shimla-3, H.P on behalf of
Governor of H.P invites the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system from the eligible
class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.

Sr. | Name of work |Estimated |Starting Date for | Earnest | Deadline for | Time
No. Cost downloading Money |Submission |Allowed
Bid of Bid
1. | Construction of |3824060 | 20-06-2022 68500/- | 27-06-2022 |30 days
alternate road

under Shimla Division No-I HPPWD Shimla (SH;- Improvement & widening of old
Kasumpti Junga road km. 0/00 to 1/540 and link road from old Kasumpti to junga
road to Shoghi mehli Road from 0/00 to 0/156).

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department
website www.hptender.gov.in

The executive Engineer reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/application or all
tenders without assigning any reason. Executive Engineer,
HP/ 1728/22-23 Shimla Division No. 1, HP.PWD Shimla--3 H.P.

m Himachal Pradesh
Public Works Department
Phone No0.01903-221031 Fax: 01903-221031
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, Banjar Division, HP,PWD, Banjar on behalf of Governor of
Himachal Pradesh invites the item rate bids in electronic tendering system from the
eligible Class of Contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the
table:-

Sr. | Name of work Estimated | Starting Date for | Earnest | Deadline for

No. Cost (Rs.) | downloading Money | Submission
Bid of Bid

1. | AR&M/O to Damothi 2046912 |20.6.2022 40100 [25.6.2022

Bharthidhar road Km.0/0

to 14/200. (SH:- Patch work in Km. 6/0 to 10/0 and Banjar Khabal road Km. 0/0
to 2/0)

2. | AR&M/O to Jibhi Bahu
Gadagushaini road Km.0/0

1925828 ‘205.2022 ‘38600 ‘2552022

to 20/0. (SH:- Patch work in Km. 0/0 to 8/0)

The Bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department
website www.hptenders.gov.in Executive Engineer,
Banjar Division ,
HP.PWD., Banjar 175123
E mail:- ee-kul1-hp@nic.in

HP/1710/22-23 On behalf of Governor of HP

sl Sub Estimate | Earnest | Cost of vernment-run schools will officials of the Department
E-TENDER NOTICE No Name of work GCIUSWI{I/ Block CESt (in money B‘;{q (in have to set minimum bench-  of Education. Mr. Sisodia
E-Tenders are invited from eligible contractors/firm for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and T Comsirustion of Solar Based Vi “’K o Gande 73303)7 (1;1 3396) 10005(')) 0 marks for infrastructure and  gave the directions during
same §hall be opgned/dpwnloadefj as perscheldule mentilcmed..ThedetaiIs and conditions ofalltt.encliersareavailable 2| water Supply Scheme (SVS) IN TA Y 680: v 6:81 10000:00 cleanliness among other an interaction with 800
onNoida Authority’s official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com & https://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure 3 Different Block, comprising of SB 204.01 3.05 10000.00 things, Education Minister principals to set targets and
to see these websites for any changes/amendments & corrigendum etc. 4 | suitable steel structure & HDPE 8C Jamua 870.43 8.71 10000.00 Manish Sisodia said on strategies for the 2022-23
A) Fresh-Tender Work: 2 Xﬁ;’t‘ufg‘éks/RR'Si'sctr'{bir:i‘gr‘fiine 195CC ;ig:g ;-j? }8888'38 Thursday. academic session, which
S. Jobs No. Name of the Work Tender Amount Source and FHTC all complete jz)b ) ) . The government will pro-  start from July.
No. (Rs. Lacs) 7| in the Different block of District
1 | 15/PGM/Sr.M(E&M)-1I/ | Strengthening of street lights (Supply fixing of 7 mitr. 48.99 Giridih under Drinking Water & Tisri
2022-23/ET Octagonal pole) at sector-25, Noida. Sanitation Division No-1, Giridih 16D 504.37 5.05 10000.00
— - - - - for the year 2021-22 (on Turn key
2 |16/PGM/Sr.M(E&M)-II/ | Supply & Fixing of 12.5 Height High Mast light at different 47.22 basis) nppml Fon InE"TI‘FIchIu“
2022-23/ET block parks of sector-6, 7 & 9, Noida. 8 PRI QO B DI @R 09 HIE - -
— - - 9 JeiISe R Al gereH @l 18-06-2022 at 02:00pm " General public is hereby informed that this Person
13/PGM/Sr.M(E&M)-III | Shifting of street light pole near Amity School under Metro A - -
’ 12022-23 MESKD line Segtor 44 Noiga P Y 1328 10 [ h-drs Jo P12 o i srfdrrar “‘;fi{ra” Tt 9aSTe d w@edr far, Named: Unknown, 8/0: Unknown, R/o: Unknown,
-0 - SREvs, R4l | Age: 70 Years, Sex: Male, Height: 57",
4 [10/PGM/Sr.M(E&M)-IV | External Electrification and Providing street light 30.40 &A@ 20-06-2022 at 12:30pm | complexion: Wheatish, Built: Thin, Face: Long,
. . 11 s wiftg & forg aifvam fafd /g 01-07-2022 at 03:00pm | s
12022-23 arrangementin sector-156, Noida (Balance Work) 7 T Rfe 21 o2 o7 o o 02-07-2022 upto 04:00 pm Wearing: Only black colour pant, was found
The above tenders can be uploaded by dated 30.06.2022 up to 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be fafy /e /. v 1. PrUerd AT, ISTer T ¥ Ho Ho—1, MR<rE EIONECHOUS i:or!dltmn' " tg}nt of HRH Hospital on
d/downloaded on dated 01.07.2022 at 11.00 AM 2. JEfieroT ifECT, YTl U 0 Sfered, TS A1 )| dated 02.06.2022 at 5:00 PM. He was admitted in
opene il : : 3. & R ST, JSTel Ud 90 AT, gHT Yers, gHG | HRH Hospital and during the treatment doctor
B) Re -Tender Work: 13 | s @iem o1 fify/wm 04-07-2022 2:00pm . declared him dead. The dead body has been preserved in mortuary at
s. Jobs No Name of the Work Tender Amount 14 Wﬁﬁm@ﬂ% T A DR BT | RIYTI FA, FASTel T T e w1, fIRTE | HRH Hospital for 72 hrs for identification.
No. (Rs. Lacs) 5 o samas o ook aar | 7a70778158 In this regard a DD No. 80-A dated 02.06.2022 U/s 174 Cr.PC, has been
5 |08/PGM/Sr.M(E&M)-III | M/o Authority Building (Running Maintenance of Electrical 33.75 16 | S—0aaiic O BT ScTelied @M | 06512480345 lndged at PS. Subzi Mandi, Delhi.
12022-23 works for Main Administrative Building sector-6), Noida. > fodfi N gbR @1 geerd http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in &R <@r ST Febell 2 | Sincere efforts have been made by Iocal police to trace out information
6 |03/PGM/Sr.M(E&M)-II | Internal Electrification of Newly Constructed Community 4488 > 3 fodll i yBR @ g http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in ™ QT ST AHAT 7 | about this person but no clue has come to light so far.
12022-23/ET Centerin sector-63A, Noida. > ffaar 7 wraefad W ge—q9 wodl © | aevErd spree o i ’T;?{fﬁjﬁ' . Any person having any information or clue about this person may kindly
- . . . - KavticcaRiRpG inf tollowing.
7 |02/PGM/St.M(E&M)-IV | Repair & Maintenance of Incinerator (Pet Animal Machine) 32.15 PR 271702 (Drinking Water and Sanitation) 22-23 (D) Yuriel Ud @wsdaT 40 Wo—1, FMIRSE| NET ooy SHO
12022-23 of SPCAsector-94, Noida.

PS. Subzi Mandi, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23823161, 8750870126

MND St. No. UIDB-225M-22
DP/2403/N/2022(UIDB)

AIIREUsg AXDIX
gy fomtor faumn, vt ywvsq, AiRER |

S—UIaaRAe AT
(g SreqepTier fAfaaT JH=oT =)
$-RfIaT 9% Ho — RCD/GIRIDIH/A039 fadid — 15.06.2022
AREe—<aeR 9 (SH-14) & RRRAm |
1. | oo 1 O ST S T4 R Sl
: Jg Fior (g 9 wlka) @ IR
PR af 202223
0 6,57,98,193.00
2. | wapferT AR (& ) B HAS GG A IO §OIR
% 4 M v 9E)
3. mﬁmﬁraﬁsﬁﬁ _ 24 ([€) e
4 wmﬁmm@ 0407202 1200 ¥o1 R %
PR sl
5, ?ﬁ%?am ™ | 1808202 1030 T Qe
6 e s & AT &1 M | BRIcD ARET B BRied, T
" | W fFyiior T, ver s, fARSE |
7. ;.O“EE TR 1 06532 — 227054
8. i.: R ¥ 1 5 AR 0851 — 2401010

e — Yrdbiord VI de—ag Adhd! 71

faRead seer & forg Jeurde w FuTerE SR,
< — http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in  gor fywfor R, Ter
PR 271697 Road(22-23)D THvsd, FIRSTE |

HIMACHAL PRADESH Annexure “A”

E PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, Chamba Division, HPPWD Chamba H.P. on behalf of Governor of

H.P. invites the items rate bids, in electronic tendering system, from the eligible class of
contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.

Sr. Name of work Estimated | Earnest |Costof |Class |Compl-

No. Cost (Rs.) | money |tender -etion
(Rs.) form (Rs.) period

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. | AR & M/O Chamba Jhumar | 16,16,770/- | 32,300/~ | 500/- D& C |Three
via Luddu road Km. 0/0 to Months
8/955 (SH:- Construction of
Retaining Wall at RD 1/410 to
1/420 ,1/650 to 1/690)

2. | Providing Protection work on | 19,83,369/- | 39,700/~ |500/- D& C |Three
Chamba Jhumar road via Months
Luddu (SH:- Construction of
Bfwall at various Rds)

3. | Improvement of Black spot on | 24,04,971/- | 48,100/~ |500/- D& C |Three
Baloo Behod road Km. 0/0 to Months
2/0 (SH:- Construction of
Retaining wall at RD 0/570 to
580, 0/595 to 617 and
Providing Crash Barrier at RD
0/560 to 0/620)

2.KEY DATES:

1. Starting Date for downloading 23-06-2022 at 10.00AM
2. Deadline for submission of Bid 30-06-2022 at5.00 PM
3. Date of Technical bid opening 01/07/2022 at 11.30AM
The undersigned has right to extend or cancel the bids without declaring any reasons there-of.
The Bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website
www.hptenders.gov.in Executive Engineer,

Chamba Division,
HPPWD Chamba, Pin-176310
Tel.01899-222229; Email:-ee-cha-hp@nic.in

HP/1707/22-23 On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

M ND-NDE
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MCD to get X365 cr; ‘not enough’ for salaries

Govt. allots funds for first quarter of 2022-23; all employees may not get even a month’s pay, says official

Timings
DELHI
FRIDAY, JUN. 17
RISE  05:24 SET 19:21
RISE 22:33 SET 08:09
SATURDAY, JUN. 18
RISE  05:24
RISE 23:18
SUNDAY, JUN. 19
RISE  05:24
RISE  23:55

SET 19:22
SET 09:20

SET 19:22
SET 10:27

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 40 24
Safdarjang 40 24
Palam 40 28

Delhi Palam Today

36°C One or two spells of rain
and thundershower with gusty
winds may occur at some
places with cloudy sky.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
36°C A hot and uneasy
weather to prevail. Night will
be comfortable. Chances of
duststorm and thundershower
with strong winds.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

READ MORE
IN-DEPTH CONTENT
AT THE HINDU'’S
WEBSITE

www.thehindu.com

ONLINE EXCLUSIVES
Explainer

m The Agnipath scheme for
armed forces
bit.ly/3MWMcSk

Video

m How serious is the world
food crisis?
bit.ly/3NWMSZt

m Why should India’s trade
deficit matter to you

(yes, You)?
bit.ly/3xS4waz

m You can use your
smartphone’s inbuilt
features to access these
articles. If it's an Android
phone, use Google Lens to
read and tap the url to
access the article. If it’s an
iPhone, use Live Text to do
the same.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) is set to re-
ceive ¥365.75 crore in funds
from the Delhi government
for its primary and physical
education schemes for the
first quarter of the financial
year 2022-23, according to a
document dated June 14.

A senior MCD official said
the fund allocation — which
includes %320 crore for salar-
ies — will get exhausted in
paying only a month’s emolu-
ments to the teachers serving
in the civic body’s schools.

Prior to the merger of the
three erstwhile civic bodies,
employees under the North
and East corporations re-
mained unpaid for two and
five months respectively,
while employees serving un-
der the South corporation re-
ceived timely payments.

With the merger bringing
all employees under one civ-
ic body, the delay in payment
of salaries may become a
common phenomenon for

A

.

The MCD headquarters in the
Capital =riLe PHOTO

all employees as the MCD
struggles to crawl out of its fi-
nancial crunch, which ac-
cording to senior officials,
has worsened.

Apart from the fund allo-
cated for education purpos-
es, the Delhi government has
also sanctioned money to the
MCD for health purposes,
which includes salaries to
doctors and domestic breed-
ing checkers (DBC), as part of
the first installment.

According to the docu-
ments, the erstwhile North

Earlier, when
employees from a
specific civic body
would go on a strike,
the impact was
limited. But now it is
a unified civic body
and no longer do the
salary delays apply to
one corporation. If
the employees go on
strike now, it will be
in large numbers

MCD OFFICIAL

C

corporation will get ¥27.66
crore, while the South and
East corporations will get
%14.04 crore and <16.20
crore, respectively.

Internal revenues?

However, the senior MCD of-
ficial said the amount ear-
marked for salaries of doc-
tors — North (%5.55 crore),
South (%2.23 crore) and East
(X6.4 crore) — serving at the
civic body-run hospitals will
be insufficient even for a
month, unless the civic body

Boy dies in building collapse

Incident at Paharganj; structure was in unstable condition: DCP

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A three-year-old boy died
while his family members
were injured after a portion
of their house near Khanna
Cinema in central Delhi’s Pa-
harganj collapsed on Thurs-
day evening.

According to police, the
ownership of the building
remains “uncertain”. “The
victims have been living in a
room in the building for a
few months now,” a senior
police officer said.

DFS officials said that they
received a call regarding the
incident from near Vivek Ho-
tel in Paharganj at 8.40 p.m. .
“We sent seven fire tenders
to the spot. A portion of the
building had collapsed and a
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The collapse

few persons were trapped,”
DFC chief Atul Garg said.

Three rescued

Three persons, including a
man, identified as Md. Za-
heer, and his two daughters
— one-year-old Zareena and
eight-year-old Alifa — were
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building in Paharganj, Delhi. --pn

rescued. Zaheer’s son Am-
jad, was also rescued but he
was declared dead later.
DCP (Central) Shweta
Chauhan said the the build-
ing’s structure and roof were
in an unstable and dilapidat-
ed condition and that might
have led to the collapse.

Warm, sleepless nights in a concrete jungle

As urban heat islands grow in Capital, experts see escape in green infrastructure

RITUPARNA PALIT
NEW DELHI

As Delhiites await some res-
pite from the intense heat-
wave, when the mercury sur-
passed 35 degrees Celsius
even at night, discussions on
the growing number of urban
heat islands in the Capital
have once again come to the
fore.

“The combination of high
day and night-time tempera-
tures is dangerous as it se-
riously impacts the blood cir-
culation and other bodily
functions of people, especial-
ly the elderly,” said Dileep
Mavalankar, Director, Indian
Institute of Public Health,
Gandhinagar.

“As the house becomes hot
and is unable to cool down by
midnight, it starts acting as a
heat trap. In such a situation,
the body gets heated and the
heart starts pumping more
blood to fight dehydration if
adequate water intake is not
maintained. If one’s heart is
already weak, it may fail and
the person may die due to
cardiac failure induced due
to heatwaves,” he added.

Heat-related deaths
Data on ‘Accidental Deaths &
Suicides in India’ released by
the National Crime Records
Bureau show that over the
years, heatstrokes have be-
come the second leading
cause of death from a natural
force in India, with 11,555 pe-
ople being killed from 2011 to
2020 due to the condition.

In 2020, Ahmedabad and
Hyderabad, which have heat-

Minor raped by
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WHAT ARE URBAN

HEAT ISLANDS?

They are pockets within the city
that are warmer than surrounding
rural areas due to loss of green
cover to concretisation, increased
use of cooling equipment and
vehicular pollution
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wave action plans that track
every heat-related death, re-
ported heatstroke to be the
reason for the maximum -
50% - deaths due to natural
forces. Delhi reported no
such death, according to the
data. The Delhi government
did not provide a comment
on whether it tracks heat-re-
lated deaths.

Taking insights from In-
dia’s first heat action plan that
came up in Ahmedabad in
2013, the Centre is currently
working with 23 heatwave-
prone States and over 130 ci-
ties, including Delhi, to im-
plement a similar action plan.

“There was a draft heat ac-
tion plan, which was pre-
pared three-four years ago,
but it never went beyond
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that,” a Delhi government of-
ficial said.

Growing heat islands

An image captured by NASA
on May 5 showed how night-
time temperatures in Delhi
and adjoining villages were
above 35 degrees Celsius,
peaking at about 39 degrees
Celsius, while the rural fields
nearby had cooled to around
15 degrees Celsius.

“One way of looking at the
cause of urban heat islands is
global warming but the other
is that these heat islands are
linked to micro-climatic
changes, which occur when
we start disrupting our land-
scapes,” said Abinash Mohan-
ty, Programme Lead, Risks
and Adaptation, Council on

Unplanned urbanisation and changing land use land cover (LULC)
have increased urban heat islands in the Capital over time
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Energy, Environment and
Water.

“Over 60% of Delhi’s land-
scapes are disrupted, signall-
ing alteration or encroach-
ment of tree cover, forest
cover, wetlands and natural
ecosystems,” he added.

One way to counter the
growing impact of urban heat
islands is ‘green infrastruc-
ture’ that includes cool roofs
or painting house roofs in a
light colour to reflect heat
and using sustainable cooling
mechanisms. Promoting ur-
ban forestry and green tran-
sport can also help curb heat
emissions, experts say. Indus-
tries, which also act as heat
traps, need to minimize heat
emission through thermal in-
novations, Mr. Mohanty said.

tries to fill the gap with its in-
ternal revenues.

“The amount allocated for
salaries of DBC workers is
sufficient for a month’s pay,
but this is being paid out of
what the Delhi government is
giving to the civic body. The
larger problem of addressing
the core issue, which is shor-
tage of funds and clearing lia-
bilities, remains unan-
swered,” said the official.

Maruti Sinha, general se-
cretary, Municipal Corpora-
tion Doctors’ Association
(MCDA) , said the doctors un-
der the North and East cor-
porations have not been paid
for two and five months res-
pectively; most of them con-
tinue to wait and watch
whether the merger will
bring about a resolution to
the recurring delay in pay-
ments and arrears.

In November last year, re-
sident doctors at the Hindu
Rao Hospital went on an in-
definite strike over non-pay-
ment of salaries, while in Fe-
bruary this year, doctors at

the Swami Dayanand Hospi-
tal launched a similar strike.

While the frequent strikes
over non-payment of salaries
had become a recurring
theme prior to the merger,
senior officials now worry
that larger strikes might take
place in the near future.

“Earlier, when employees
from a specific civic body
went on a strike, the impact
was limited in one sense. Bu-
t now it is a unified civic bo-
dy and no longer do the sal-
ary delays apply to one
corporation. If the em-
ployees go on a strike now, it
will be in large numbers be-
cause everybody will face de-
lay in payments,” said the
MCD official.

When asked whether the
salaries of doctors will be
paid from the latest fund al-
location from the govern-
ment, another MCD official
said the civic body will have
to look into whether there is
any room to include their in-
ternal revenues to help pay
the amount in total.

Civic body to widen tax net
in unauthorised colonies

To target commercial establishments

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

With an aim to improve pro-
perty tax collections at a
time of growing financial
crunch, the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) is
planning to collect property
tax from commercial esta-
blishments based in unauth-
orised colonies.

A senior MCD official said
that many big commercial
establishments in unauthor-
ised colonies do not pay
property tax despite utilis-
ing services provided by the

civic body.

An MCD source said the
civic body is planning to wi-
den its tax net and review its
property tax collection sys-
tem in a way that it does not
burden people living in un-
authorised colonies.

Earlier this month, the
MCD had placed a proposal
to hike the transfer duty by
1% on properties priced
above 325 lakh across the ci-
ty in a bid to improve its fi-
nancial condition. The pro-
posal is yet to be approved
by MCD’s Special Officer.

Two children dead,

nine hurt in car crash
at Lodhi Road flyover

Businessman driving luxury car held

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 27-year-old Noida-based
businessman has been ar-
rested for allegedly ramming
his luxury car into a hatch-
back, which flipped and
landed on people sleeping
under the Lodhi Road flyov-
er. Two children were killed
and nine persons injured in
the incident, police officers
said on Thursday.

The accused has been
identified as Sahil Narang, a
resident of Nirman Vihar,
who runs a garment manu-
facturing business in Noida.

DCP (South East) Esha
Pandey said they received a
PCR call on June 10 at the
Hazrat Nizamuddin police
station about a few persons
sustaining injuries in an ac-
cident near Lodhi Road
flyover.

Victims were siblings

The police rushed to the
spot and moved 11 injured
persons, including the
hatchback driver, to AIIMS
Trauma Centre where two of
the victims were declared
brought dead, the DCP said,
adding that the deceased
were identified as Roshni, 6,
and her brother Amir, 10.

In his statement to the
police, the hatchback’s driv-
er, Yatin Kumar Sharma,
said around 4.30 a.m.,
when he was on his way
from Samrat Hotel in Chana-
kyapuri to Suryaa Hotel in
New  Friends  Colony
through Lodhi Road, a black
car crashed into his vehicle,
due to which it flipped and
landed on people sleeping
on the footpath under the
flyover. Mr. Sharma added
that the luxury car was be-
ing driven rashly.

The luxury car that the
accused was driving.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The accused driver fled
the spot after the incident,
the police said.

Tracing the accused

The Hazrat Nizamuddin pol-
ice station registered a case
under Section 279 (rash driv-
ing or riding on a public
way) and 302 A (punishment
for murder) of the Indian Pe-
nal Code. After the FIR was
lodged, the police began
scanning the CCTV footage
from the accident spot.

Ms. Pandey said her team
analysed footage of around
70 CCTV cameras installed
on that particular road and
spotted a black sedan taking
a turn towards Mathura
Road and going towards
Ashram.

After analysing the vehi-
cle’s number plate, the team
reached Sahil and arrested
him from his residence, the
police said, adding that the
car has been seized.

During interrogation, Sa-
hil confessed that he along
with his uncle - the car’s
owner — were returning
from the IGI airport when he
tried “testing the speed of
the car” and hit the vehicle
ahead, the police said.
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Tracking Odisha’s missing schoolchildren

When over 43,000 students failed to turn up for the Class X exam last month, the government ordered an inquiry. Satyasundar Barik reports that in the State’s tribal
heartland, poor quality of education, shortage of teachers and lack of high schools have resulted in some students migrating for work and others opting for early marriage

mid the rhythmic beating
Aof drums on a hot after-

noon in May, members of
the Kolha tribe dance and enjoy a
traditional drink to celebrate the
spring festival of Manay Chuiti Pa-
rab at Ranipokhari, a tribal village
in Odisha’s Mayurbhanj district.
Making her way through the fes-
tive crowd is 16-year-old Koili
Khuntia, who eyes young girls try-
ing to dance in sync as she serves
bowls full of handia: a local brew
made of rice and intoxicants.

Even as Koili goes about her
job, over five lakh children her
age in the State are busy prepar-
ing for the High School Certificate
(Class X) examination, which be-
gan on April 29. A student of the
Government Upgraded High
School in Ranipokhari, Koili had
filled up the form to sit for the ex-
am, but decided to skip it.

On May 7, the day the exams
ended, Bishnupada Sethi, Secre-
tary, School and Mass Education
Department, said of the 5.71 lakh
students who had filled up forms,
43,489 did not turn up. He then
ordered an immediate inquiry.

Mr. Sethi said student absen-
teeism was more marked in the
State’s districts such as Mayurb-
hanj, Ganjam and Balangir. Last
year, only 4,412 students had
skipped the exam. He said the
large-scale absence of students
could be attributed to dipping in-
terest in online classes and fami-
lies migrating for work.

However, reports on the
ground reveal that the pandemic-
induced prolonged closure of
schools, shortage of teachers,
poor quality of education, lack of
high schools and inadequate hos-
tel facilities have resulted in some
students taking up jobs and oth-
ers opting for early marriage.

Koili says she does not regret
her decision to skip the important
exam. Like the majority of stu-
dents in Odia-medium schools,
Koili has no access to a smart-
phone to attend online classes.
She says she did not receive a sin-
gle phone call from the teachers
assigned to counsel pupils during
the pandemic. Nevertheless, two
years later, her teachers asked
her to fill up the form to appear
for the Class X examination.

“My mother is drunk all the
time. My father spares little time
or money for me. My brother has
to fend for himself even after
clearing the Class X exam. What
option was I left with? I knew how
to brew handia. I started making a
living by selling the drink here
and there,” she says.

Koili was one of the 1.04 lakh
dropouts identified by the State
government’s Household Survey
2021, which was conducted to
study the impact of the pandemic
on students aged between six and
18. According to the School and
Mass Education Department, all
1.04 lakh students were brought
back to school. However, Koili is
an example of how the State go-
vernment’s efforts to stem the
dropout rate have gone awry.

Dearth of teachers

According to experts, shortage of
teachers in government and aid-
ed schools is a major reason be-
hind the deteriorating quality of
education in tribal-dominated
districts. The government, ho-
wever, says it has maintained a
healthy pupil to teacher ratio of
24, 20, 22 and 22 in primary, up-
per primary, elementary and se-
condary schools, respectively.

“Deployment of teachers is lar-
gely urban-centric. Teachers are
reluctant to be posted in rural
schools. Even if they take up such
postings, they reside in urban
areas and travel to rural schools.
As a result, they often do not at-
tend school,” says Pritish Chan-
dra Acharya, a former associate
professor at the National Council
of Educational Research and
Training, New Delhi, who is now
posted at the Regional Institute of
Education, Bhubaneswar.

A senior officer in the School
and Mass Education Department
says it is tough to bring reforms in
the teachers’ deployment policy
as it could assume political co-
lour. “The powerful teachers’ as-
sociations will flex their muscle to
ensure that the deployment poli-
cy remains irrational,” he says.

Mr. Acharya points out that re-
cent studies by the State govern-
ment have highlighted the poor
learning outcomes of students in
rural schools. According to a ba-
seline assessment conducted by
the Odisha School Education Pro-
gramme Authority in October
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Making ends meet: Sixteen-year-old Koili Khuntia fills a bowl with handia, a local brew made of rice and intoxicants, at Ranipokhari village in Odisha's Mayurbhanj district. =siswaranJAN ROUT

2021, students performed poorly
in Mathematics and English when
schools reopened after the CO-
VID-19 hiatus.

A total of 42.40% of students in
Class VI secured less than 20%
marks and 12.73% of students
scored 40%-50% marks in Mathe-
matics. In English, 40.53% of stu-
dents could not obtain more than
20% marks, while only 14.20% se-
cured 40%-50% marks.

In Class VII, 43% of students
scored less than 20% marks and
12.60% of students secured 40%-
50% marks in Mathematics. In En-
glish, 44% of students secured
less than 20% marks and 10.98%
of them secured 40%-50% marks.

In Classes I to IV, 25% of stu-
dents scored less than 33% marks
in Mathematics and 32% obtained
less than 33% marks in English.

To compensate for the learning
loss, the government decided to
shorten the summer vacation and
provide an additional month of
teaching to students in govern-
ment and aided schools.

“The National Achievement
Survey 2021 shows a rural-urban
divide in Odisha. Till Class V, the
performance of rural students is
on a par with their urban counter-
parts. In the higher classes, rural
students start to lag behind. Till
Class III, students from rural and
urban areas score around 66%
marks in English. In Class VIII,
this figure becomes 50% for rural
students and 63% for urban stu-
dents,” Mr. Acharya says.

Out of school, into marriage

Following the closure of schools
due to the pandemic, many girls
studying in government hostels
for Scheduled Tribe (ST) and
Scheduled Caste (SC) students re-
turned to their villages, making
them vulnerable to marriage.
While traversing the dusty roads
of Ranipokhari, one can spot ma-
ny teenage mothers doing house-
hold chores with babies in a sling.

While Koili took up vending the
local brew to support herself, her
classmate — 16-year-old Nandi
Goipoi of Lambua Sahi hamlet —
decided to get married. She
wasn’t the only one to make this
choice. Four girls and a boy from
Classes VI to VIII in their school
have tied the knot this year. Sutu-
ni Singh, 14, a Class VI student
whose parents are migrant work-
ers, got married in May.

At Rajatnagar village, six km
from Ranipokhari, Mani Singh,
14, lives with her husband, Man-
gata Singh Pingua, 19. When Mani
was six years old, she was en-
rolled in Pallishree Sanskrit Vi-
dyapitha Secondary School, Ou-
pada, a government-run boarding
school in neighbouring Balasore
district. During the second wave
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of COVID-19, she was sent back
home. With no classes to attend,
Mani says, she loitered in the vil-
lage and befriended Mangata.
They soon got married.

Mani would have entered Class
IX had she returned to school.
She says four of her classmates al-
so recently entered into wedlock.
“My parents work as daily wagers
in Bhubaneswar. When they re-
turn, they will take a call on
whether I should resume studies.
My husband has now moved to
Tamil Nadu for work,” Mani says.

According to Sikshasandhan,
an NGO working in the field of
education, 122 child marriages
have taken place in the past two
years in just three villages in Rani-
pokhari panchayat: Rajatnagar,
Dilisore and Ranipokhari.

However, the school manage-
ment has little idea about the
number of students who have
dropped out and entered into
marriage since 2020.

Bidyadhar Das, the headmas-
ter of the school in Ranipokhari,
says, “As long as these girls are at-
tending classes, we don’t have to
worry if they are married or not.”

However, villagers say, most
girls are overwhelmed with child
care and household chores soon
after marriage and quit studies.

Off to work, away from home
In Dumuhani, a village in Rani-
pokhari panchayat, 15-year-old
Singara Singh, whose parents are
farm labourers, is still enrolled in
Class IX at a school in Kaptipada.
Last year, when COVID-19 cas-
es started declining, Singara,
along with his friends Sagar Tirira
and Bir Singh, boarded a train
and set out in search of work. The
police detained them at Bhadrak
railway station and sent them
back. Singara says given the limit-
ed employment opportunities in
his village, he decided to drop out
of school during the pandemic
and look for work. His two friends
are also dropouts and now herd
cows in their village, he says.
Mohanty Singh, 16, a Class X
student in Ranipokhari, says five

of his friends quit school this year
to take up work as labourers. Si-
milarly, three students in Class IX
also chose to take up jobs, he
says. “There were 53 students in
Class VIII in our school last year,
but the batch is now left with only
20 students, and not a single one
of them is a girl,” Mohanty says.
According to Sikshasandhan,
232 students have dropped out of
the school in Ranipokhari since
2020 and 118 of them have migrat-
ed for work. Villagers say when a
minor migrant worker returns
home nattily dressed and don-
ning sunglasses, other children
aspire to lead a similar lifestyle.
In Malkangiri district’s Bonda
Ghati, inhabited by the Bondas, a
particularly vulnerable tribal
group, some students migrated to
States in south India in search of
work last year. According to the
villagers, there was little pressure
from parents, mostly illiterate, to
stay back and study. In many cas-
es, young hands in school mean
loss of earning opportunity for
poor families. Migration becomes
an easy decision for parents when
their children join them, they say.
The villagers say parents re-
ceived a helping hand in farming,
cow herding and gardening when
students were confined to their
homes during the pandemic.
When schools reopened, some
parents were reluctant to send
their children back, they say.

High school: a dream too far
Residents of Dumuhani say their
village has been producing semi-
literates for generations as they
only have a primary school.

“The lucky ones who gain ad-
mission in boarding schools are
able to continue their studies.
The rest study only up to Class V,”
says Jharana Singh, a volunteer
who maintains information on
schoolchildren in the village.

Jambi Singh, 11, says she was
determined to pursue her educ-
tion after completing Class V at
the village’s primary school. She
and her friend would cross a five-
km road through a forest to reach

WORRYING TREND

According to the Odisha Economic Survey (2021-22),
the State’s high dropout rate at the secondary level

(Classes IX and X) is a cause for concern
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a high school in Rajatnagar.

However, Jambi had to aban-
don her dream when her friend
secured admission in a boarding
school. “It is not safe for a girl to
walk five km through the forest
alone every day,” she says.

Her elder sister, Pangila, too
had to give up her academic am-
bitions as she failed to secure ad-
mission in a residential school.
Pangila now spends her time do-
ing household chores, Jambi says.

“The nearest high schools are
situated five km away. It is difficult
for children to continue their stu-
dies after Class V,” says Mr. Singh.

The nearby Noto panchayat al-
so does not have a high school. Af-
ter Class VII, students cycle or
walk 10 km to continue their stu-
dies in high schools in Bhandar
and Sarat villages. Year after year,
students are discontinuing their
studies, says Dumbi Singh, the
sarpanch of the panchayat.

“About 90% of households are
tribal families and mostly live be-
low the poverty line. Despite re-
peated pleas, the government has
not opened a high school, leading
to arise in dropouts,” he says.

At the school in Ranipokhari,
students are finding it difficult to
secure admission to Class IX. Vil-
lagers say since the State govern-
ment provides students with bicy-
cles and stipends in the
secondary level (Classes IX and
X), school authorities require pa-
rents to produce caste certifi-
cates, income certificates, bank
passbooks and Aadhaar cards.

“Without these documents,
school authorities do not grant
admission. Parents seeking quick
issuance of certificates are being
asked to pay all outstanding dues
to revenue inspectors. Most pa-
rents are daily wagers and give up
the pursuit of securing admission
for their children,” says Laxman
Singh, a resident of Ranipokhari.

‘Misfiring schemes’
Last October, the State govern-
ment had started the School San-
jog Programme, an initiative to-
run mobile schools to bridge the
learning gap among students of
Classes I to V from particularly
vulnerable tribal groups. Howev-
er, Manoj Kumar Singh, a resident
of Sarat, says not a single mobile
school has visited their village.
On November 11, 2021, the go-
vernment launched the 5T High
School Transformation Pro-
gramme, a project to build smart
classrooms in 4,536 government-
run schools in two phases. Teach-
ers at the Government Upgraded
High School in Ranipokhari say as
part of the programme, 65 lakh
was spent on beautifying the
school. “But the contractor ad-
ded only one more classroom and

turned two existing classrooms
into a science laboratory and a li-
brary. It forced us to take lessons
for students of Classes I to III on
the school porch,” a teacher said.

According to the residents of
Ranipokhari, the physical trans-
formation of the school has not
had an effect on its day-to-day
functioning. Though school
hours have been fixed from 6 a.m.
to 9 a.m. to provide students re-
lief from the harsh summer, vil-
lagers say teachers do not come
to school on time. “Classes are
barely held for an hour before the
school bell rings. This is the state
of affairs in most rural schools,”
says a resident of the village.

Festering problems

Anil Kumar Pradhan, a promi-
nent education activist, says the
implementation of the Right to
Education Act, 2009, has gone for
atoss in the State. “The education
policy is planned by the State
headquarters and it is uniform.
However, our experience shows
that problems are region-specific.
The government must acknow-
ledge this and provide flexibility
to District Collectors to take steps
to stem the dropout rate,” he says.

Mr. Pradhan says the govern-
ment must revoke its decision to
shut schools on the pretext of low
enrolment numbers. “Since
schools are located in far-off plac-
es, students from the tribal areas
of the State are unable to conti-
nue their studies,” he says.

He also highlights that the hos-
tel facilities provided to ST and SC
students to pursue education are
“grossly inadequate”. According
to the government, in 2020-21,
around 6,700 State-run hostels
provided accommodation to 4.50
lakh ST and SC students, of which
2.75 lakh were girls.

“Opening of hostels indiscrimi-
nately is not going to solve the
problem. It has to be rational.
While hostel accommodation
should be for students of higher
classes, the government must en-
sure that children from all back-
grounds receive primary school
education,” the activist says.

Mr. Pradhan points out that the
School Management Committees
(SMCs) have little interest in tak-
ing up issues concerning stu-
dents. “It is alleged that SMC
members are treated as mere sig-
natories. Unless the SMCs are
made vibrant, the accountability
of teachers cannot be fixed at the
school level,” he says.

Dismay over absenteeism

On May 9 this year, two days after
the large-scale absence of stu-
dents in the Class X examination
came to light, Bishnupada Sethi,
Secretary, School and Mass Edu-

»

cation Department, wrote to all
district education officers (DEOs)
in the State, asking them to in-
itiate a probe into the matter. The
DEOs were directed to conduct a
school-wise analysis and submit a
report within 10 days.

School and Mass Education Mi-
nister Samir Ranjan Dash pointed
out that this year the State go-
vernment had even waived the
exam fee for Class X students in
view of the pandemic. “Students
were severely affected owing to
the pandemic. They may have
skipped the exam due to lack of
preparation,” Mr. Dash said.

The State Commission for the
Protection of Child Rights took
suo motu cognisance of the mat-
ter and asked the Board of Secon-
dary Education to furnish a re-
port within a week. “We have
asked our junior teachers to con-
duct house-to-house surveys. A
child tracking mechanism has
been made operational to trace
children dropping out of school,”
said Anupam Saha, project direc-
tor of the Odisha State Education
Programme Authority.

Though the DEOs submitted
their school-wise reports to the
State authorities, their findings
are yet to be made public.

Mr. Sethi also flagged a pro-
blem that was noticed when
schools reopened after the loss of
two academic sessions due to CO-
VID-19. About 30% of students
were found not attending prim-
ary, secondary and higher secon-
dary classes in the State, he said.

“On analysing the daily atten-
dance figures provided by the DE-
Os, it is seen that 70% of students
are attending the classes. Atten-
dance from Classes I to VIII in dis-
tricts like Malkangiri, Boudh,
Sambalpur and Nuapada is less
than the State average,” he said.

Mr. Sethi urged junior teachers
to explain to parents the benefits
of sending children to school and
the steps taken by the govern-
ment to provide free books, un-
iforms, bicycles, mid-day meals
and scholarships to students.

“If required, help from the
school management committees,
representatives of Panchayati Raj
institutions and women self-help
groups should be taken to bring
students back to school,” he said.

‘Time to fix responsibility’

However, experts say while the
government is focusing on short-
term plans to raise the school en-
rolment rate, it should not take its
eye off the big picture. There has
been no shortage of guidelines is-
sued to check the rising dropout
rate, but the government must
ensure that they are implemented
in letter and spirit and responsi-
bility is fixed at all levels, they say.
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Folk and tribal artists
across the country
who pivoted to
making masks
during the pandemic
to keep their craft
alive, continue to
innovate, finding
ways to fuse
traditional art with
social messaging

:: SOMA BASU

Between last September and now, it
feels like the worst of the pandemic
has passed, as people gradually
start dropping their guard and their
masks. Undeterred, a group of
Indian folk and tribal artists from
across the country, have bonded
together to spread awareness in a
manner they do best: by creating
masks that are intricately covered
in traditional art. Pivoting to masks
over the last 15 months has helped
them to stay afloat.

Kalyan Joshi, a Phad painter from
Bhilwara Rajasthan, uses the
750-year-old Phad narrative art to
convey a social message. “Our
painted masks added colour in
peoples’ lives at a time when
everybody was scared,” he says.
With his mini art works going for
3250 a piece, Joshi has been
catering to bulk orders of 1,500 to
2000 masks a month.

Joshi’s paintings on conventional
canvases sell for 31,000 to 31 lakh,
depending on the size and subject.
He explains how Phad painting uses
eight primary colours and is
distinctive as none of the subject’s
front face is shown. “It is always the
profile which conveys the
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importance of interactions,” he

says. Discussing how the pandemic
prompted artists to blend
traditional historic themes with
contemporary issues, he discusses
his latest art project — a series of 19
paintings on the story of COVID-19
divided under three categories —
how the coronavirus spreads, the
issue of migration and the
importance of vaccination. He says
many have been bought by
museums in the U.K., Australia,
New Zealand and Mumbai.

It did not take Venkat Shyam, a
Gond artist from Patangarh,

How to fight a
pandemic

with art

Madhya Pradesh, long to
understand and develop a
collection of masks as a symbol of
unity to help fight the virus. With
his expertise in painting nature,
calamities and what he calls
tatkalik ghatna (temporary
incidents as they happen), he
highlighted the vaccine in his
artwork. “I call it the djinn’s bottle,
which has miraculous power inside,
to motivate people to get
vaccinated,” he says.

Venkat says in remote interiors,
adivasi culture and lifestyle helped
the community to escape the worst

The newly
launched
hybrid lounge
in Delhi's GK-1I
market.

= SPECIAL
ARRANGEMENT

No déja vu at Deja Brew

The new lounge at GK-II market offers craft beer
and coffee, with a menu that circles the globe

:: RAHUL VERMA

Remember the spate of jokes revolving
around the French phrase déja vu
some years ago? Among them was a
definition for vu deja, which was just
the opposite of déja vu. It meant: “No, I
haven’t seen or felt this before.” It was
corny but stayed in mind. This is why, I
suppose, it came right back when I
heard of a new restaurant called Deja
Brew. And this was pure vu deja — for I
hadn’t heard of the concept before.

Deja Brew has various kinds of
brews — beers and coffee. It also has a
cigar zone, a list of cocktails and a priv-
ate dining area.

What interested me was the new
menu consisting of dishes from across
the world, including many from diffe-
rent parts of Asia. It includes stuffed
chicken wings with hot sauce from the
U.S., Mediterranean meatballs, Thai
curries, shiitake-chestnut chicken
snowballs with a spicy soya sauce from
China and dal paratha or paratha
chicken from India.

I asked for a hodgepodge of cuisines
— for I wanted to taste a bit of this and
that. I had Buffalo chicken tender with
tartar sauce, pan-seared meatballs,
chicken krapow, truffle potato pave
and udon vegetable noodles.

Let me start with the dish that I en-
joyed the most — the truffle potato
pave that had potato slices cooked
with butter, cream and a few herbs, fla-
voured mildly with truffles. The potato
was deliciously creamy and absorbed
the flavours of the herbs. Had as a sa-
lad, though served with sourdough
bread, it is a dish in itself.

The noodles I tried next were a bit
too spicy. The chicken krapow, a Thai
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dish of ground chicken, largely fla-
voured with basil had a nice taste. I
particularly liked the strong flavour of
basil leaves and relished having it with
sticky rice.

The pan-seared meatballs had a
light sauce of the pistachio-flavoured
labneh, a kind of Greek yoghurt. It was
a tad salty. The tender chicken has a
casing that was chilli hot, but the meat
within was light, tender
and juicy.

The eclectic menu at the 100-
cover-restaurant takes care of dispa-
rate groups. The watermelon steak sa-
lad, with chilled watermelon, balsamic
pine nuts, rocket leaves and feta
should appeal across age groups, as
will the salmon glazed with Korean
chilli and coriander, then served with
crispy rice and veggies.

If you are fond of craft beer, you'd be
happy to know that it comes from the
House of MOB (Ministry of Beer), Del-
hi’s first microbrewery. There is an ex-
pansive coffee menu, too.

Deja Brew at M-20, Block M, Greater
Kailash II, is open from noon to 1 a.m.
A meal for two costs approximately
22,000 (plus taxes), without drinks.

»
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of the pandemic. But, everybody
was worried constantly. That
prompted him to draw every stage
from those pre- and post-pandemic
days from January 2020, when he
was in China for an exhibition. “Art
is a powerful tool to raise
awareness on critical issues,” he
says. Venkat continues to sell Gond
art masks for X100 to 150 each,
either online or with the help of
NGOs.

When the pandemic peaked,
Anwar Chitrakar from Medinipore,
West Bengal, made 1,500 masks a
month in Kalighat Patua style. Now,
although bulk orders are dropping,
he continues to create them to
spread awareness. “When a person

Mask up: Artists have
been contributing
their bit to pandemic
protocols.
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COVID-19 had taken a toll on them.
“We encouraged them to keep their
artistic urge alive by making
paintings themed around the
pandemic and its protocols using
the traditional art forms,” says Iti
Tyagi, the key curator.

It helped to protect their practice
as their artworks were soon up in
billboards, on masks and canvases
and also ready for sale by the time
the second wave struck. The artists
also educated neighbours, trying to
ensure that people stayed safe
during the pandemic. Most
importantly, they continue to do so.

“Art and crafts have always
helped to connect local
communities and people and

Laugh out loud

;. Watch Pierrot Troupe's
M Gandhiji with spelling

' Hinglish comedy, To

AL
s / ‘ 2\ mistakes, based on
wifle )? a story by Khwaja Ahmad

{ i 3@ Abbas, at 5 p.m.; and
B Munshi Premchand's Big B

A at 715 p.m. on Saturday at

the LTG Auditorium, Copernicus Marg.
On Sunday, Hindi comedy Ghalib in New Delhi,
scripted and directed by Dr. M. Sayeed Alam, will
be staged at 4 p.m. at The Laugh Store, Vegas Mall,
Sector 14, Dwarka. Tickets, priced between

100 and 1,000, are available at the venues
and on www.bookmyshow.com.

Music for the ears

As part of the IIC Summer Festival of Dance
and Music 2022, two events are slated for
Friday evening. First, Hindustani flute recital
at 6 p.m. by Rohit Prasanna, who will be
accompanied by Saptak Sharma on

tabla. Rohit is a disciple of Pt. Ravi Shankar
Prasanna. And, Shashwati Mandal, from
Gwalior Gharana and a disciple of Smt. Kamal
Umdekar Mandal and Pt. Balasaheb
Poochhwale, will present Khayal
and Tappa during her Hindustani
vocal recital at 7 p.m. She will be
accompanied by Pt. Vinod Lele
on tabla and Dr. Mausam on
harmonium. Both events will be
held at C.D. Deshmukh
Auditorium, India

N International Centre,
Q!Q* Max Mueller Marg.

he says.

wears our mask that has images of
people wearing masks, maintaining
social distance or getting
vaccinated, the message spreads,”
he says. Made of soft cotton, the
masks are priced between 100 and
400 a piece with a focus on quality
so they last. “We are not adding to
the garbage of disposable masks,”

At the third edition of the India
Craft Week celebrations in February
2021 attended by more than 100
artisans, event organisers realised
the need to support the artisans as

revived hope and optimism, says
Somesh Singh, the founder of Craft
Village in Delhi. “It is a powerful
medium of communication to help
fight adversity — as we saw in the
past with Madhubani (that played
an effective role on deforestation);
or Pattachitra (that connected the
world emotionally with Orissa
during the tsunami and floods),” he
says. “Since most traditional crafts
date back to many generations and
thousands of years, they are a great
source of learning adaptability and
survival instincts.”

Win over dad

Celebrate Father's Day with specially baked
cupcakes, fresh mango chocolate tarts, age-old
classics — from tiramisu and maraschino cherries
to chocolate cake — at Love and Cheesecake
outlets. Or pick up last-minute online gifts,
including Kapiva Dia fruit juice, a herbal blend of
berries, or Brownsalt Bakery Oatmeal cookies that
come in assortments of chocolate and cranberry
signature oatmeal cookies.

For events, contact us on

metroplusdelhi@thehindu.co.in

Know your Baba Saheb

An ongoing exhibition showcases less explored philatelic archival
material that opens a window to the man and his message

> ANUJ KUMAR

In April 2021, a Gudivada special cov-
er was released featuring a rare pho-
tograph of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar with a
group of women. It was taken in Sep-
tember 1944, when he inaugurated a
girls’ hostel in Gudivada, Andhra Pra-
desh. The cover says, “Dr. Ambedkar
had brought out many welfare mea-
sures like equal pay for women, ma-
ternity leave and fixed working hours
while he was holding the position of
Member (Labour) portfolio in the Vi-
ceroy Executive Council.”

“Baba Saheb: An Extraordinary
Philatelic Journey” is possibly the
first exclusive philatelic exhibition on
Dr. Ambedkar that puts together a
comprehensive philatelic archive on
the architect of the Indian Constitu-
tion. “It is significant because it intro-
duces Ambedkar and his message
through a new medium and curates
less explored archival material that
can open newer avenues of research
not just on Ambedkar but also on the
post-colonial state in India,” says Vi-
kas Kumar, the curator.

Trained as an engineer and then
economist, Kumar presently teaches
economics at Azim Premiji Universi-
ty, Bengaluru. He began collecting
stamps in 1984 and specialises in
themes such as census, family plan-
ning, caste and the Northeast.

Starting from 1966, when Dr. Am-

A special cover featuring Dr. B.R. Ambedkar with a group of women in Gudivada; and
(below) a stamp honouring the architect of the Constitution. = speciAL ARRANGEMENT

bedkar became the first Dalit figure
on a postage stamp to 2017 when a
commemorative stamp showcased
Deekshabhoomi (where Dr. Ambed-
kar embraced Buddhism), Kumar
has divided the exhibition into three
periods: 1966-1991, 1992-2010, and
2012-22.

In the first phase, Dr. Ambedkar
appears as a standalone personality
in the philatelic sphere, limited to
commemorative issues released on
his birth anniversaries. In the se-
cond phase, he features on a wide
range of postal material: his quotes
are reproduced on inland letter
cards and postcards; he appears on
stamps of other personalities and is
referred to in the information bro-

A matter of pride

Transwomen, Kerala State awardee Negha S.
and beauty queen Sruthy Sithara, talk about

finding visibility

: SHILPA NAIR ANAND AND
ANASUYA MENON

The journey to winning the Kerala
State Award for best actor and Miss
Trans Global was not easy for tran-
swomen Negha S. and Sruthy Sithara
who had no privilege and only bar-
riers. They now see themselves as
the voice of their community, and
talk about claiming their place in
society.

Negha is the first trans artiste to

win the 52nd Kerala State
Film Award for best actor
in the trans artiste/wo-
man category. The
Chennai-based ac-
tor, who portrayed a
transwoman in pho-
tojournalist-turned-
filmmaker P. Abhijith’s An-
tharam, says: “Trans per-
sons have to fight their inner
and outer politics. There is
no safe space for us.”
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chure of commemorative stamps of
other personalities and institutions;
he and monuments related to him,
feature on the cachets of the first-day

The Kerala government’s decision
to institute an award for trans ar-
tistes last year is a huge
step towards inclusion,
says the actor, anchor and
activist. “We need to stop
stereotyping the trans
community,” she says.
Though representation of
the community has in-
creased in films, their
roles are still being
played by cisgen-
der artistes.
“Why not cast
trans people?”
asks Negha. Part

Shining in the
mainstream:
Sruthy Sithara.
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covers of other commemorative is-
sues and, most importantly, he fea-
tures on a definitive stamp.”

The third phase is about Dr. Am-
bedkar emerging as a subject of spe-
cial covers, picture postcards, and
booklets across the country.

Kumar says the shifts in Dr. Am-
bedkar philately broadly overlap
with the shifts in the political cli-
mate. “In the 1960s, the transition to
a multi-party polity made room for
more personalities including Ambed-
kar in the philatelic world. The
churning in the late 1980s and early
1990s marked the onset of the (polit-
ical) empowerment of weaker sec-
tions and included more personali-
ties in the country’s philatelic
collection. It helped to expand Am-
bedkar’s footprint,” he says.

The exhibition, hosted by the IIC,
took two and a half years of plan-
ning. The idea emerged when Ku-
mar was experimenting with the use
of stamps to introduce students to
economic history and five-year
plans. “The response of students
suggested that use of newer media
such as philately not only introduc-
es them to a new archive but also
nudges them to revisit questions
that they have already explored us-
ing conventional academic mate-
rial,” he says.

Kumar agrees the importance of
philately as a hobby has certainly di-
minished with the rapid decline of
the postal medium as a means of
communication but maintains that
philately’s role as a means of building
archives will grow over the next
decade.

The exhibition is on at
the India International Centre,
New Delhi, till June 21.

of Trans Rights Now Collective, an or-
ganisation that works towards ensur-
ing safe spaces for the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, Negha says, “Transphobia is
at its worst on social media. We are
running several campaigns to create
awareness about our struggles.”
“There are people among us who are
educated, skilled and talented. We
just need our space in this world,”
she adds.

Model, actor and LGBTQ+ rights
activist Sruthy Sithara sees her Miss
Trans Global (2021) title as empower-
ing. “Beauty icons get a voice and an
audience,” she says over the phone
from Vaikom, Kerala. Through Kalei-
doscope, an awareness programme
about the queer community, she de-
livers talks in colleges across Kerala
and is now set to debut in a Telugu
film: a dream come true.
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on 21" June @ 3pm

« 8 Topic wise Test
« 2 Comprehensive Test

Only 50-60 students will be admitted
because copy will be checked

by faculty not by any assistant and

personal guidance will be provided

FIRST COME FIRST SERVE BASIS
Fee Rs. 6000/- Only
© 011-49409261, 8989160871

53/6 2" Bada Bazar Road,
Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi - 60

AMBITI

ince 2001

LAW INSTITUTE

IAS LAW (ONLINE)
ONLINE

21 JUNE, 2022

TEST SERIES

03 JuLy, 2022
8800662140
JUDICIARY FOUNDATION

ONLINE & OFFLINE

18 July, 2022
8800660301
JUDICIARY WEEKEND

ONLINE & OFFLINE

10 JuLy, 2022

8800660301

CLAT/LL.B. (OFFLINE/ONLINE)

FOUNDATION
1 Year & 2 Year

29 JUNE, 2022

8800660380
INTERVIEW GUIDANCE
PROGRAMME FOR
RAJASTHAN JUDICIARY
Book Your Slot @ 9312548656
Toll Free: 1800 12000 2001

P0P0®O

Ambition Law Institute
B-10, 1st Floor, Opposite Meerut Sweets,

Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-9

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

Online tenders are invited for
supply, installation &
commissioning of Laboratory
Equipment for FSBS-
Barapetta, Barpeta Road,
Assam-781315. Bidders may
log on to https://|
assamtenders.gov.in for
participation, Last date of]|
submission: 6th July 2022
(3 PM).
Sd/-

Chief Executive Officer,
Assam Livestock
Development Agency,

GS Roead, Khanapara,
Guwahati-781022.

THE PONDICHERRY
CO-OPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS’
UNION LTD., NO. P
Tender Ref No: Ponlait/ e-Tender/
Pur./CF-Mash/Pellets /2022-23
Dated 17.06.2022
e-Tender for the Supply
of Cattle Feed (Mash) to
PONLAIT
www.pudutenders.gov.in
(e-Tender id: 2022_
COOP_10185_1)

Last Date for Submission:
07.07.2022 before 04.00 p.m.
Contact:
0413-2271607, 9894346412
e-mail id: ponlaitmd@gmail.com
e-procurement cell: 0413-2220225

MANAGING DIRECTOR

BUSINESS OFFER

SUN & LAXMI FINCORP
' ROI (Below 5.9% PA)

Rs.2Cr.to 100Crore & Above
+Business Loan
+Secured Loan

“Unsecured Loan
+Project Loan
*NPA Takeover

7448738835

laxmifinance02@gmail.com
www.sungrouppvtltd.com

READ
FRONTLINE

LEADING THE DEBATE SINCE 1984

EVERY FORTNIGHT.
TO SUBSCRIBE, VISIT

Panneerselvam comes out openly
against single leadership demand

‘Party’s top priority
should be to re-establish
Jayalalithaa’s rule’

T. RAMAKRISHNAN
CHENNAI

ATIADMK coordinator O. Panneersel-
vam on Thursday came out openly
against the scheme of ‘single leader-
ship’ to steer the party, which was
mooted by certain functionaries on
Tuesday, and emphasised that this
was not the right time for the matter
to be pursued.

Breaking his silence on the issue,
Mr. Panneerselvam, who met media-
persons late in the day at his Green-
ways Road residence in Chennai,
along with deputy coordinator R.
Vaithilingam, MLA Manoj Pandian
and steering committee member
J.C.D. Prabhakar, said the debate
would only create confusion among
the party workers, a scenario which
he would like to avoid at any cost. Be-
sides, at the general council meeting
in September 2017, a resolution was
adopted to the effect that former
Chief Minister Jayalalithaa was the
permanent general secretary and
hence, the post stood abolished.

“Any move to revive the post would
be seen as a mark of betrayal to Amma
[Jayalalithaa],” he argued, adding the
arrangement of ‘dual leadership’ was
going on smoothly all these years. The
top priority of the party should be to
“re-establish Amma’s rule”.

Besides, the Election Commission
had given its approval for the present
system of electing the coordinator
and the co-coordinator by the prim-
ary members of the party through a
single vote. Based on the develop-
ment, the organisational elections
had taken place at all levels and a
meeting of the general council had
been called for June 23 to ratify the
entire election process. “What is the
need for the issue to crop up at this
juncture?” Mr. Panneerselvam won-
dered, criticising the party’s organisa-
tion secretary and former Minister, D.
Jayakumar, for the media briefing he
did after a meeting of the district se-
cretaries and other senior functionar-
ies at the party headquarters.

The controversy erupted after Mr.
Jayakumar told the media that a ma-
jority of the district secretaries and
other senior functionaries, who parti-
cipated at the meeting, had spoken in
favour of ‘single leadership’.

Lessons learnt, MVA bids to get all
candidates through in Council polls

MVA, BJP summon their legislators to Mumbai

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

Smarting from its setback in the Rajya
Sabha polls, the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA), the ruling coalition in Maha-
rashtra comprising the Shiv Sena, the
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and
the Congress, has asked all its MLAs to
gather in Mumbai ahead of the crucial
Legislative Council elections on June
20.

Speaking in Pune, Deputy Chief Mi-
nister and NCP leader Ajit Pawar said
all MLAs of the alliance have been in-
structed to reach Mumbai by June 18
ahead of the polls.

Eleven candidates are in the fray for
10 MLC seats, with the three MVA par-
ties fielding two candidates each and
the Opposition Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) five.

Each candidate requires 26 votes to
win as the strength of the 288-member
Assembly has now reduced to 285, fol-
lowing the demise of Sena MLA Ra-
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mesh Latke and the arrest of two NCP
leaders — Nawab Malik and Anil Desh-
mukh.

The Bombay High Court will pro-
nounce its verdict on Friday on two pe-
titions filed by Mr. Malik and Mr. Desh-
mukh seeking permission to cast their
votes in the Council elections.

Fear of cross-voting

Given the fear of cross-voting after the
BJP wrested the sixth seat in the Rajya
Sabha polls, the MVA is going all-out to
keep its flock together. ‘Hotel politics’
has begun in full swing with the BJP,
too, summoning its 106 MLAs to Mum-
bai on June 18.

Meanwhile, Congress leader and Mi-
nister Satej Patil refuted suggestions of
‘poor coordination’ between the allies.
He said the alliance had learnt from its
lessons after the RS polls and it would
win all six seats. Mr. Patil alleged that
there was internal resentment brewing
within the Maharashtra BJP.

10 arrests so far in
Moosewala case: police

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH
The Punjab police said on Thursday that they
had so far arrested 10 accused in connection
with the murder of Punjabi singer Shubhdeep
Singh Sidhu, known as Sidhu Moosewala, in-
cluding the main conspirator Lawrence Bish-
noi, a gangster.

Police have also identified four shooters in-
volved in the crime, said an official statement.

The Anti-Gangster Task Force (AGTF) and
Special Investigation Team (SIT) were working
in close coordination with Central agencies
and other State Police forces to identify and ar-
rest the suspected shooters and others in-
volved, it said.

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

= OBITUARY e
“Nainam chindanti shastrani nainam dahati pavakana

cainam kledayantyapo na sosayati marutah”

Smt S.S.Thulasi Lakshmi

(Retd IIT Madras)
(29.10.1942 ~ 16.06.2022)

W/o ShriK. A.
Attained Shivaloka Prapthi on 16th June 2022 at 1:00 am

Lakshmanan

L

Deeply mourned by: family and friends

, Contacts: +91 9841289744, +91 9600032496. 4,
4 +91 9841289766 X

g

A.K.SESHADRI (84), Retired Assis-
tant General Manager (Accounts),
The Hindu, Chennai passed away on
16-06-2022. Address: "Sri Gayatri",
Plot No:44, L H Nagar, Il Layout,
3rd Main Road, Adambakkam,
Chennai-600088. Ct: 9841729316

In memory of your loved ones
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Retd. from HVF, Avadi

08.10.1944 - 17.06.2021
—Fondly remembered by —
Ranjinidas, Madhula & Sundar,
Ranjith & Neema, Vidhula,
Grand Children: Lakshita & Kanishk
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Suspension of 7 Bengal

March to Raj Bhavan turns violent in Kerala

Two police personnel sustain injuries,
three Congress workers held

STAFF REPORTER
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A demonstration taken out
by the Kerala Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (KPCC) to
Raj Bhavan here on Thurs-
day in protest against the
Centre’s purported political
witch-hunt against Congress
leaders Sonia Gandhi and Ra-
hul Gandhi, MP turned vio-
lent after some activists at-
tempted to scale barricades
and storm the premises.

Two police personnel, in-
cluding a woman, sustained
injuries after protesters hur-
led stones at them. Three
Congress activists were ar-
rested in this connection.

All hell broke loose shortly
after senior KPCC leaders ad-
dressed party workers and
left the makeshift stage erect-
ed on a lorry near Raj Bha-
van. As several activists tried

to topple the barricades, the
police used water cannons
on them twice. However, the
agitators regrouped and hur-
led stones and sticks at the
police. This prompted the
police to fire eight grenades
and four tear gas shells to
force a retreat. Congress
workers Leena, Supriya and
Sudha were detained and
shifted to the Armed Reserve
camp after recording arrest.
Earlier, KPCC president K.
Sudhakaran, who inaugurat-
ed the protest, lashed out at
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) for its questioning of Mr.
Gandhi in the National Her-
ald case and the Delhi police
for allegedly barging into the
All India Congress Commit-
tee headquarters in New Del-
hi and assaulting party work-
ers. He alleged that the
action was yet another at-

Playing with fire: Police using stun granades to disperse

activists who staged a protest near Raj Bhavan.

tempt by the Centre to cow
down its political rivals.
Accusing the National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA) go-
vernment of misusing Cen-
tral agencies for political
gains, Mr. Sudhakaran al-
leged that the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) was hell-bent
on pursuing unfair means to

=S. MAHINSHA

achieve its aim of a Congress-
free India. “Such efforts are
bound to remain futile as the
party has mobilised lakhs of
activists across the country
to thwart the conspiracy
hatched by the BJP and the
Sangh Parivar,” he said.
Leader of the Opposition
V.D. Satheesan also alleged

Fierce fight in Telangana

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD
The ‘Chalo Raj Bhavan’ call
by the Congress on
Thursday turned violent as
the police resorted to
lathi-charge to prevent the
Congress workers from
going towards Raj Bhavan.
The angry cadre set a
two-wheeler on fire and
climbed atop the RTC buses
raising slogans against the
Modi government.

The police arrested all the

that the Central agencies had
been functioning in accor-
dance with the political
stance of the BJP’s national
leadership. “While it has pre-
ferred to go slow with probes
against the Left Democratic
Front in the SNC-Lavalin and
UAE diplomatic channel gold
smuggling cases, the Con-

senior leaders including
TPCC president, A. Revanth
Reddy; CLP leader Bhatti
Vikramarka; MLAs T.
Jayaprakash Reddy,
Sreedhar Babu and senior
leaders J. Geetha Reddy, and
Renuka Chowdary among
others.

The Chalo Raj Bhavan was
called to protest against the
‘harassment’ of Rahul
Gandhi in the name of
questioning by the
Enforcement Directorate.

gress has always been at the
receiving end of unfair ac-
tion. The double standards
shown by agencies, includ-
ing the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) and the ED,
proved the nexus between
the BJP and the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) [CPI
(M)],” he claimed.

BJP MLAs revoked

They had created ruckus in Assembly

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

West Bengal Legislative As-
sembly Speaker Biman Ba-
nerjee on Thursday revoked
the suspension of seven BJP
MLAs, including that of
Leader of the Opposition Su-
vendu Adhikari.

The MLAs were suspend-
ed for two separate incidents
of alleged unruly behaviour
in March. Two BJP MLAs, Ag-
nimitra Paul and Sikha Chat-
terjee, moved separate mo-
tions for the withdrawal of
suspension against the seven
MLAs.

Ms. Paul moved a motion
for withdrawal of the sus-
pension against Mr. Adhikari
and four other MLAs — Ma-
noj Tigga, Narhari Mahato,
Mihir Goswami and Shankar
Ghosh, who were suspended
on March 28, when the legis-

BJP leaders seek withdrawal
of suspension in Kolkata on
Thursday. =DpeBAsisH BHADURI

lators of the Opposition
benches and Treasury
benches came to blows. Ms.
Chatterjee, meanwhile,
moved another motion for
withdrawal of suspension
against MLAs Mihir Goswami
and Sudip Mukhopadhyay,
who were suspended on
March 7 during the Gover-
nor’s address to the House.

IndiGo report false, says

Law not equal for all: Shiv Sena
Kerala Opposition leader

Party says the ruling BJP is using ED to target Rahul Gandhi

BJP, Cong. win two seats each
in Karnataka council polls

Janata Dal (S)
lost both the
seats it held

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

With the results of all the
four graduates and teachers
constituencies coming in by
Thursday afternoon, the rul-
ing BJP has managed to
maintain its majority in the
Legislative Council by a slen-
der margin. Of the four
seats, BJP and Congress won
two seats each.

In a major setback, the Ja-
nata Dal(Secular) lost both
the seats it held, one each to
the Congress and the BJP.
The Congress improved its
tally by two.

Returning officer Amlan Aditya Biswas hands over certificate

of election to Hanumant Nirani in Belagavi.

Though the BJP won two
seats, it lost the North West
Teachers’ constituency to
the Congress.

In the 75-member Upper
House, the BJP has 39 mem-
bers, while the Congress and
the Janata Dal(S) have 26 and

= P.K. BADIGER

eight seats respectively.

The South Graduates con-
stituency was won by Con-
gress candidate Madhu
Made Gowda, while Hanu-
manth Nirani of the BJP won
the North West Graduates
constituency.

‘Political pressure on airline official

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Leader of the Opposition
V.D. Satheesan has written
to the management of Indi-
Go complaining that the re-
port submitted by the air-
port manager of the airlines
to a local police station here
on the protest staged by two
Youth Congress activists
against Kerala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan on
board an aircraft on Monday
is “fake, frivolous and
conspicuous”.

In his letter to IndiGo as-
sociate vice-president Varun
Dwivedi, Mr. Satheesan said
the report was in stark con-
trast to the statements given
by passengers on the air-

V.D. Satheesan

craft and LDF convener E.P.
Jayarajan, who was accom-
panying the Chief Minister
and was a witness to the in-
cident.

He alleged that the man-
ager would have come un-
der political pressure.

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

Slamming the BJP over the
‘harassment” of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi using
the Enforcement Directo-
rate, the Shiv Sena on Thurs-
day said the principle that
“all are equal before law” is
dead in India.

“The ED only targets
leaders of Shiv Sena, Con-
gress, Trinamool, Samajwa-
di Party, Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha and RJD. The ED of-
ficials barge into houses of
leaders of these parties. But
they never bothered BJP
leaders ever. Dr. Subrama-
nian Swamy who had raised
the issue of National Herald
is pointing fingers at finan-
cial transactions in IPL. But
the law that is applied to Na-

tional Herald is not used for
IPL. The principle that law is
equal for all is dead in this
country,” said an editorial in
party mouthpiece.

The only tool left to be
used to finish off the Opposi-
tion in the country is a gas
chamber as used by Hitler,
said an editorial in the party
mouthpiece.

Political vendetta
“Political vendetta is head-
ing towards that and no rule
of law is seen in the coun-
try,” it said.

Terming the questions
raised by Congress MP P.
Chidambaram to ED as
sharp, the editorial said that
the ED has no satisfactory
answers to it. “Chidamba-
ram questioned which sche-

duled offence is committed
by Rahul Gandhi under
PMLA and whether any
agency has filed an FIR.
There are no satisfactory
answers to these questions
with the ED. They [ED] are
being told from the top to
target Rahul Gandhi and
they are following the or-
ders,” it said.

The editorial named Anil
Deshmukh, Nawab Malik,
Anil Parab, Sanjay Raut, La-
Iu Prasad, Akhilesh Yadav,
Abhishek Banerjee who are
being ‘targeted’ by the ED
on orders from the top.

It added that the BJP not
only wants to erase the me-
mory of Pandit Nehru, Indi-
ra Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi but
wants to wipe out the family
tree.

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala - 147001
Corporate Identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813:

Website : www.pspcl.in (Contact No. 96461-20640)

2/FE&T/GHTP/FM-67 Dated: 13-06-2022

Dy. Chief Engineer/FE&T, Guru Hargobind Thermal Plant, Lehra Mohabbat,
invites E-tender for:

Appointment of representative agency for:

1. Witnessing the third party sampling to be carried out by the CIMFR
appointed third party and analysis of the part-3 of the sample prepared by the
third party for coal supplies from CIL and its subsidiaries, at the loading ends.
2. The joint sampling and testing of CIMFR Un-Sampled Samples for coal
supplies from CIL and its subsidiaries, at the loading ends. {If the third party
(CIMFR) sampling could not be conducted by any reason (as per Sr.no.1)}

For detailed NIT & tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.

gov.in from 13-06-2022 from 17:00 hrs. onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

GHTP 27/22

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice
Chief Engineer/TMC, Northern Railway, Headquarters office, Baroda House, New
Delhi-110001, for and on behalf of the President of India, invites 03 No tenders
through E-Procurement system for supply of the following items:

RO no - 76155/12/927/2021/14985

S.No.| E-Tender No Description of item Qty | Due date Time
1 |A30P90TMC2022|VARIOUS TYPE OF T&P| 19 | 11.07.2022 at
FOR BTI Items| 11:30 hours.
2 |A31P90TMC2022|HYDRAULIC MOTOR AND| 02 | 11.07.2022 at
CONFIRMING&HYDRAULIC |Items| 11:30 hours.
ACCUMULATOR
3 |A32P90TMC2022|TAMPING TOOLS FOR WST| 01 | 11.07.2022 at
MACHINE Iltem | 11:30 hours.

Note:- 1. The complete information of above E-Procurement tenders are available
on website "www.ireps.gov.in". The firms, who desire to participate against
E-Tenders, are advised to electronically register themselves on the above website
for which they would be required to have a class-IIl digital certificate from certifying
agencies authorized under IT Act 2000, by Govt. of India. Manual offers against
E-Tenders will not be accepted.

No.: 219-S/1/TMC/20/2022-23 Dated: 15.06.2022

1454/2022

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

person namely Sh. Ramesh Goel, S/o Satyaprakash Goel,
Director/Authorized Signatory of M/s Anita Sakshi
Marketing Private Limited, House No. 160, Hodal, Faridabad,
Haryana, has committed (or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in Case. CC N0.3786/17, CC No0.3724/17, CC No.
3789/17, CC No.3782/17, CC No.3788/17, CC No.3823/17, CC
No.3820/17, CC No.3822/17, CC No.3821/17, CC No.3783/17,
CC No.3819/17, U/s 138 NI Act registered at P.S. Lahori Gate,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon
issued that the said Sh. Ramesh Goel cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Sh.
Ramesh Goel has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
that the said Sh. Ramesh Goel accused of Case. CC
No.3786/17, CC No.3724/17, CC No. 3789/17, CC No.3782/17,
CC No.3788/17, CC No.3823/17, CC No.3820/17, CC
No.3822/17, CC No.3821/17, CC No.3783/17, CC No.3819/17,
U/s 138 NI Act P.S. Lahori Gate, Delhi is required to appear
before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before

27.07.2022. By Order
Ms. Isha Singh,

Metropolitan Magistrate -03,
Central District, Room No. 202,
2nd Floor, Annexe Building-ll,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/2390/N/2022

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby
informed that an unidentified
deadbody of male Age : Approx.

55 years, Height : About 6,
Face Oval, Complexion
Wheatish, Build Medium,

wearing black colour full sleeves
T-shirt and black colour pant,
was found dead on 12.06.2022 on footpath infront of
Kothi No. 14, Malkaganj, Near Hansraj College
Bounadry Wall, Delhi. In this regard a DD No. 19-A
dated 12.06.2022 u/s 174 Cr.P.C. has been lodged
at P.S. Maurice Nagar, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this
found person may kindly inform to the following:-

SHO : P.S. Maurice Nagar, Delhi
Tel. No. 011-27666332, 27667178

DP/2423/N/22

PROCLAMATION REQUIR
APPEARA OF A ED PERS(
(SECTION 82 Cr.Pc.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
Gajender Ga S/o Sh. Ramesh Chand, Director/Authorised
Signator /s Anita Sakshi Marketing Pvt. Ltd., New Anaj
Mandi, odal Faridabad 121106 (Haryana), has committed or
is suspected 'to have committed) the offence in case CC
3786/17,CC No. 3724/17,CC No.3789/17,CC No. 3782/17, CC
No. 3788[17 CC No. 3823/17 CC No. 3820;’17 CC No. 3822[17
CC No. 3821;’17 CC No. 3783/17 CC No. 3819/17 U/s 138 Ni
Act registered at P.S. Lahori Gate Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said
accused Gajender Garg cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Gajender
Garg has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Gajender
Garg, of case CC No.3786/17, CC No.3724/17, CC No. 3789/17,
CC No. 3782/17, CC No. 3788/17, CC No. 3823/17, CC No.
3820/17, CC No. 3822/17, CC No. 3821/17, CC No. 3783/17, CC
No.3819/17 U/s 138 NI Act P.S. Lahori Gate, Delhi, is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before 27.07.2022.

By order

Ms. Isha Singh, MM-03 Central District,
R. No. 202, 2nd Floor, Annexe Building-II,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/2387/N/2022

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION &

General public is hereby informed
that one unidentified dead body of
male Namely: Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age:
50-55 years, Height: 5'7”,
Complexion: Shallow, Face:
Long, Built: Thin, Wearing:
Without cloths, who was found on | . "
CM Road toilet Fathehpuri, Delhi. |

In this regard a case DD No. 25A

dt 14.06.2022 has been registered at PS: Lahori
Gate, Delhi

Any person having any information or clue about the
above deceased may kindly inform to the
undersigned on the following address or telephone
nos.

Sd/- SHO
P. S: Lahori Gate, Delhi
Ph No. 011-23953776, 23958234

DP/2410/2022(UIDB)

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is here by informed that an
unidentified person (depicted in the
photo) name: unknown, residence and
family is unknown was found dead at El.
Pole KM No. 07/3-5 Upline near Patel
Nagar Railway Station on 13.06.2022. In
this regard a DD No. 33A, dated
13.06.2022 has been registered at Police
Station Delhi Cantt. Railway Station,
Delhi. Dead body has been preserved in
DDU Hospital Mortuary for 72 Hrs for

Identification..

His physical description is as under:-

Sex: Male, Age: 30-35 years, Height : 5'6" Feet, Face : Round,
Built : Normal, Complexion: Wheatish, Wearing: Gray Colour
T-Shirtand Black ColourJeans.

Any person having any information or clue about the deceased
may kindly inform to the undersigned on the following address
or Telephone Numbers. SHO

Website:http://cbi.nic.in P.S. Delhi Cantt. Rly. Stn.,
E-mail: ciccbi@cbi.nic.in Ph. No. 011-25688505
Tel. No.: 011-23014046/23015218 Mob. No- 8750871309
Fax No.: 011-23011334 DP/192/RLY/2022

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
SEE SECTION U/S 82 Cr. Pc.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Ram
Kumar, R/o B-701, Metro Vihar-Il, Holambi Kalan, Delhi-110042
has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case CC No. 5285/2021 u/s 138 Nl Act, at P.S. Kashmere Gate,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon
issued that the said accused Ram Kumar cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Ram Kumar has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the
said accused Ram Kumar of case CC No. 5285/2021 u/s 138 Nl Act,
at P.S. Kashmere Gate, Delhi is required to appear before this Court
to answer the said complaint on or before 26.08.2022.

By Order

Ms. Preeti Rajoria

MM (NI Act), Digital Court-03,
Central Room No.-182

1st Floor, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/2395/N/2022-(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Where as complaint has been made before me that
accused Brijpal S/o Manu, R/o H.No. 307, Kumar Basti,
Village Ghodoli, Delhi-110096 has Committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case vide FIR
No.231/2019 u/s 379/411 IPC at P.S. IP Estate, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused Brijpal cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Brijpal has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the

service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Brijpal
of FIR No. 231/2019 u/s 379/411 IPC at P.S. IP Estate,
Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the

said complaint on or before 19.07.2022. By Order
Sh. Rishab Kapoor
Metropolitan Magistrate-03,
Central District, Room No. 150,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/1556/CD/2022 (Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused person Rinku R/o H.No. 2075, Katra Pudina
Mukeem Pura, Subzi Mandi, Delhi-110007 has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence CC No.
5145/2021 u/s 138 N.T. Act. PS. Kashmere Gate, Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said Rinku cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Rinku has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 82 Cr.P.C. has been
initiated in the case. Proclamation is hereby made that the
said Rinku accused of CC No. 5145/2021 u/s 138 N.T. Act.
PS. Kashmere Gate, Delhiis required to appear before this

Courtto answer the said complaint on 26.08.2022.
By Order: Ms. Preeti Rajoria
Metropolitan Magistrate (NI Act.)
Room No. 182, 1st Floor,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/2398/N/22

cM
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AI’I’EA[ I’Illi IDENTIFICATION

4l General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified person
Namely: Unknown S/o Unknown,
R/o Unknown Age: about 45 years,
Height: 52", Complexion : Shallow,
Face : Long, Built : Thin, Hair : Black,
Wearing : Sky colour shirt and Grey
colour pant has been found dead at Nili
Chhatari Jamuna Bazar, Kashmere
gate, Delhi on 29.05.2022. In this
regard a case vide DD No. 38-A dated
29.05.2022 has been lodged at Police Station Kashmere Gate, Delhi.
The dead body has been preserved in Sunzi Mandi Mortuary, Delhi for
72hours.

Any person having any information or clue about this dead found

person may kindly informto the following:- SHO :
P.S. Kashmere Gate, Delhi
North Distt., Delhi

Tel. No. 011-23967889, 23968730

DP/2407/N/2022

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Ref: E- procurement Tender Notice 196-S/71/2021-22/Tender Notice/TSO-I1I/BALP
dated 13.06.2022.
(RO No. 1433/2022 & Corrigendum No. 1)
Under noted tender which was to be opened on 14.07.2022 has been cancelled due to
administrative reasons

Tender No. TS225038 Due on 14.07.2022

Description of Item Manufacturing & Supply of Blown Aluminium
Power as per Northern Railway Thermit Portion
Plant Lucknow's standard specification

TPP/BALP/2021 (as amended up to date).

Tender Value Rs. 5,20,55,388.62

Tender Document Cost Rs. Nil

Earnest Money Rs.10,41,110/-

Completion Period 12 Months

Time of Submission of Tender Up 14.07.2022 at 14:30 IST

Date & Time of Opening of Tender| On 14.07.2022 at 14:30 IST

Validity of Offer 180 days

Note :- The complete information of above E-Procurement tender is available on
website www.ireps.gov.in and www.northernrailway.gov.in". E-TENDER
NOTICE No. 196-S/71/2019-20/TENDER NOTICE/TSO-III/BALP Dated:
15.06.2022 1468/2022

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

M ND-NDE



e THE HINDU
FRIDAY, JUNE 17, 2022

Bulldozer injustice to ‘teach a lesson’

In today’s interpretation of the law in some States, the tempter’s provocation is overlooked and the tempted found guilty

accused; a call for genocide is a bit

cided a case in which the Uttar

says, as reported, that Mr. Javed’s

Waiting for jobs
The Centre’s decision to recruit personnel

is a nod to the festering unemployment issue

or a nation that has had a significant demographic
Fdividend — the working age population is much

larger than the non-working age sections — find-
ing productive employment for its youth was to be an
imperative for India. Yet, in the last few years, unem-
ployment has remained a major concern — the leaked
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) in 2018 revealed
that India’s unemployment rate was the highest (6.07%)
in four decades. The latest PLFS suggests that the num-
bers now are not so drastic, with the overall unemploy-
ment rate at 4.2% in 2020-21 compared to 4.8% in 2019-
20 and the labour force participation rate (LFPR) in-
creasing to 41.6%, up from 40.1% in 2019-20. In terms of
the more widely used statistic internationally, the cur-
rent weekly status of unemployment, the figure of 7.5%
for all persons in 2020-21 is still worrying. But, the PLFS
data will not bring much cheer to the Government des-
pite a decrease in unemployment, according to official
data. This is because the decrease, says the PLFS, has al-
so coincided with the transfer of employment into low-
er productive and unpaid jobs away from salaried em-
ployment. Worryingly, industrial jobs have decreased
with more employment in agricultural and farm-related
jobs — a trend that accelerated following the lockdown
and has not reversed since then. Unemployment rates
among the educated (above secondary education —
9.1%) and the youth (age between 15-29 — 12.9%) have
only declined marginally.

Wage rates have continued to remain lower for those
employed in either salaried jobs or self-employed com-
pared to the pre-pandemic period, with the increases
being marginal in the year following lockdown-driven
days of the pandemic. It is clear that the Government
must tackle unemployment and, concomitantly, the
quality of employment issue, on a war footing. In this
regard, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s announcement
that the Government will be recruiting 10 lakh person-
nel within the next 18 months (vacancies in the Rail-
ways, the armed forces and GST departments among
others) should be seen as a step in the right direction.
The latest data showed that there were 8.86 lakh vacant
jobs among all central government civilian posts as of
March 2020. Mr. Modi’s announcement was not about
the creation of a large chunk of new jobs; the bulk of the
promised employment is to fill up vacancies. But even
this measure would be ameliorative in the real econo-
my that continues to remain distressed, a consequence
of the BJP-led government’s mismanagement and the
effects of the pandemic in the last few years. The coun-
try cannot afford to squander more years in its race to
reap the benefits of its demographic dividend, and the
push to provide jobs for those seeking to enter the la-
bour force, even if belated, will help ease matters for
the medium term.

Race for relevance

The Fedss rate hike can accelerate the exit
of foreign portfolio investments

he U.S. Federal Reserve on Wednesday imple-
T mented its steepest interest rate increase in more

than 27 years as it fights to rein in runaway infla-
tion. Barely six weeks after raising the policy rate by
half a percentage point and underscoring the likelihood
of “additional 50-basis-point increases” at the next cou-
ple of meetings, Chairman Jerome Powell stressed it
had become “essential” to increase the rate instead by
75 basis points to bring inflation down. The overarching
message, he asserted, was that the Fed recognised the
‘hardship high inflation was causing” and had the re-
solve to restore price stability with singular focus. Ack-
nowledging that inflation had ‘surprised to the upside’
since the Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) had
last met in May, he said the committee agreed that the
larger increase was required to anchor inflation expec-
tations. With U.S. Consumer Price Index based inflation
quickening to a fresh four-decade high of 8.6% in May,
spurred by housing, petrol and food prices, the Fed ad-
mitted that price pressures had spread to a broad range
of goods and services. Even as it realises that it has very
little control over supply side factors, including Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and COVID-related lockdowns in
China, the U.S. central bank said it was determined to
continue raising interest rates till it saw ‘compelling evi-
dence’ that inflation was slowing towards its 2% goal.
Mr. Powell emphasised that yet another ‘unusually
large’ 75-basis-point or a 50-basis-point increase was
‘most likely” in the meeting in July.

For Mr. Powell and fellow FOMC members, focusing
unrelentingly on taming price gains through monetary
action, including raising borrowing costs and gradually
tightening liquidity, risks squeezing the economy into a
recession. It is also a scenario mirrored earlier this
month in forecasts by almost 70% of academic econo-
mists, polled by the Financial Times and the University
of Chicago, who foresee the U.S. economy shrinking in
2023. The Fed recognises that the tighter financial con-
ditions have tempered demand, even as it posits that
real GDP growth has rebounded on strong consump-
tion spending. Mr. Powell, who had in May underlined
that the Fed would not hesitate to move policy to ‘res-
trictive’ levels if needed, on Wednesday flagged the re-
ductions in the FOMC’s median projections for growth.
Central bankers now see the U.S. economy expanding
by 1.7% both in 2022 and 2023, slower than the March
forecasts of 2.8% and 2.2%, respectively. For India, the
Fed’s actions are likely to result in an acceleration in the
recent exodus of foreign portfolio investments, spur
more gains for the dollar against the rupee thus widen-
ing the trade deficit, and also fuel faster inflation as im-
ported goods, including crude oil, become costlier.

‘%
*

MADAN B. LOKUR

hakespeare, speaking
S through Angelo in Measure

for Measure, asks a pertinent
question that resonates even to-
day: “The tempter or the tempted,
who sins most?” In the law on sedi-
tion, the Supreme Court of India
made it clear that the one inciting
violence is the guilty person. Ergo,
the tempter sins most. In today’s
interpretation of the law, it does
not matter whether there is incite-
ment or not; a charge of sedition
will be slapped anyway if the pow-
ers that be do not ‘like’ what some-
body has said or tweeted.

Bulldozer justice

But the law gets more complicated
when a fringe but influential na-
tional spokesperson incites vio-
lence by saying something offen-
sive about the Prophet. The naya
law seems to overlook the provo-
cation of the tempter, but finds the
tempted guilty. The guilty are then
punished by a common judge, jury
and executioner and also given
double engine punishment: ar-
rest, followed by arbitrary and re-
tributive demolition of their resi-
dential accommodation, through
what is now commonly referred to
as bulldozer justice. I prefer to call
it bulldozer injustice.

There are adequate provisions
in the Indian Penal Code for the
police to act against any violator,
but the law seems to be inapplica-
ble if the tempter is an influential
fringe or well connected. So, a call
for goli maro is ignored; senseless
lynching invites garlands for the

The tfloundering of Israel’s uneasy coalition

of a nuisance. Is it then surprising
that something offensive said
about the Prophet invites only a
light rap on the knuckles? If that is
deemed to be punishment
enough, then the exercise of a fun-
damental right to protest by thou-
sands of people across the country
is understandable. Persons ac-
cused of far lesser offences have
had charges of sedition foisted on
them. The less fortunate have
been subject to anti-terror laws
such as the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, while the unfor-
tunate are imprisoned under the
National Security Act (NSA) or the
Public Safety Act.

When the state acts

Is there a constitutional right to re-
sort to violence during a protest?
Absolutely not. The Constitution
of India permits only a peaceful as-
sembly without arms. Stones or
brickbats can be weaponised and
are a no-no. Violence in protests
cannot be justified under any cir-
cumstances, whatever the cause.
A light rap on the knuckles to the
tempter does not warrant the use
of a knuckle duster by the
tempted.

But, as they say, violence begets
violence. And so, the state comes
down on the violent protesters
with a heavy hand and the apocry-
phal iron fist made popular a cou-
ple of years ago by a learned Su-
preme Court judge. The state then
uses its machinery, literally, in the
form of bulldozers to demolish the
residential premises of those be-
lieved to be indulging in violent
protests. The long arm of the law is
employed to identify the protes-
tors and a list is prepared of those
who need to be ‘taught a lesson’.
Remember, a similar stratagem
was used in 1984 following the as-
sassination of Mrs. Indira Gandhi.

”" Ao, e i

Back then, we called it genocide,
while today we call it ‘teaching a
lesson’.

Fundamental rights
Some of the violent protesters own
a house or a shop or a stall but ma-
ny do not. Activist Javed Moham-
mad of Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh,
was unlucky enough that his wife
owned a house. So, as a chapter in
the lesson to be taught, he was first
jailed and then her house demol-
ished through a constitutional vio-
lation. Ironically, two judgments
of the Supreme Court from Uttar
Pradesh consider shelter as a fun-
damental right. In U.P. Avas Evam
Vikas Parishad vs Friends Coop.
Housing Society Ltd (1996) it was
held that “The right to shelter is a
fundamental right, which springs
from the right to residence as-
sured in Article 19(1)(e) and the
right to life under Article 21 (of the
Constitution)”. In Chameli Singh vs
State of Uttar Pradesh (1996) it was
held that “The right to shelter
when used as an essential requi-
site to the right to live should be
deemed to have been guaranteed
as a fundamental right”. Those
lucky enough not to have relatives
owning a house will probably get
brutally thrashed like the hapless
victims of a lathi charge in a police
station in Saharanpur, Uttar Pra-
desh, whose video has gone viral.
How does the state justify the
constitutional transgression? It

house was illegal and a notice to
demolish it was served on him (or
pasted on the wall) and he did not
avail the opportunity of a hearing
granted as per law. It is difficult to
believe the state for a variety of
reasons.

An illegality

First, the state collected taxes
from Mr. Javed for the so-called il-
legal construction. Was the illegal-
ity of construction condoned? If
not, was not the state complicit in
perpetuating the illegality and also
earning out of it? Has any action
been taken by the state against its
complicit officials?

Second, the well-settled princi-
ple requiring state action to be
just, fair and reasonable man-
dates, in the absence of any terri-
ble urgency, another opportunity
to Mr. Javed to appear for the hear-
ing. Maybe he was sick or out of
town. Why was this routine
‘another opportunity’ denied to
him?

Third, Mr. Javed’s house was de-
molished on a Sunday which is a
government holiday. Even in NSA
cases, the Supreme Court ex-
cludes Sundays for dealing with a
representation against preventive
detention. It is good if the govern-
ment works on holidays as well,
but could not the benefit of a go-
vernment holiday be passed on to
Mr. Javed by an “efficient” govern-
ment? Let us be realistic.

Fourth, the demolition order
was pasted on the wall of Mr. Ja-
ved’s house on Saturday night and
the demolition took place on Sun-
day morning, giving no time to
him or his wife to challenge the
correctness of the demolition or-
der in a court of law or file an ap-
peal. Is this just, fair and
reasonable?

Fifth, the Delhi High Court de-

Pradesh police unlawfully whisked
away two residents of Delhi and
managed to have them sent to jud-
icial custody for almost two
months on no charges at all. The
Additional Advocate General of
U.P. admitted that the police offic-
ers concerned made false state-
ments before the court, created
false documents in the investiga-
tion and even before the Special
Investigation Team constituted to
investigate the issues flagged by
the High Court (Teenu vs Govt. of
NCT of Delhi) (2022). Clearly, the
U.P. police have a rather unenvia-
ble track record. Facts and docu-
ments in Mr. Javed’s case may
equally be manufactured. Sorry,
but the demolition saga smacks of
vendetta, legal and factual mala
fides.

Need for accountability

What is the solution? First, the
state should adequately compen-
sate Mr. Javed to enable him to re-
build his house. Second, it should
give him an equal amount of com-
pensation for the mental distress
caused to him and his family.
Third, the officers concerned at all
levels must be held accountable
and punished enough to ‘teach
them a lesson’. Accountability ju-
risprudence must take root in In-
dia and the culture of impunity
banished. Fourth, disband the Ut-
tar Pradesh State Human Rights
Commission, a body that appa-
rently sees no evil, hears no evil
and does no good.

Conclusion: The tempter has
achieved her purpose and the
tempted can only feel sorry for
themselves and say goodbye to the
rule of law.

Justice Madan B. Lokur, a former judge of
the Supreme Court of India, is presently a
judge of the Supreme Court of Fiji

Riven by crises, it believes that focusing on Iran as the enemy will somehow unite the polarised state

TALMIZ AHMAD

n June 13, just as the govern-
Oment of Naftali Bennett

commemorated its one
year in office, it was on the verge
of collapse. A week earlier, a Bill to
extend Israel’s criminal law to
West Bank settlers, which had
been routinely passed earlier,
failed to get approval, signifying
the deep divide among the coali-
tion partners that make up the
government.

This coalition has brought to-
gether parties from the hard right,
the centre, some left-wing groups,
and, uniquely, an Arab party,
Ra’am, that has an Islamist back-
ground. Prime Minister Bennett is
from the right wing and was, till
recently, the darling of extremist
religious groups.

But Mr. Bennett’s anxiety to up-
stage former Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu led him to join
this eight-member coalition that
had a majority of one in the 120-
member Knesset. Mr. Bennett will
head the government for half its
term, before making way for his
partner, Foreign Minister Yasir La-
pid, for the balance of the term.

Holding the coalition together is
a daily challenge: on April 6, it lost
its majority when Idit Silman, long
affiliated with the religious right,
defected to the opposition on the
ground that the Jewish identity of
the country was being jeopar-
dised. The government then ac-
quired minority status when an
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Arab member quit the coalition,
but promised to support it in the
House to prevent a hard right go-
vernment replacing it. She later
withdrew her resignation, but in-
sisted that the Bennett govern-
ment “be genuine and attentive to
the Arab community”.

National divisions

The Palestinian-Jewish divide has
created turmoil in the country
since April when, during the holy
month of Ramadan, the two com-
munities made the Al-Agsa Mos-
que the locale for violent confron-
tations. There were further
assaults exchanged between the
two sides through to early May.
Hardly had these died down when
anger flared up again with what
the Palestinians believe was the
targeted killing of the Al Jazeera
journalist, Shireen Abu Akleh, on
May 11.

A Palestinian, Shireen had been
reporting about events in her
home region for nearly 30 years
and had acquired an iconic status
among Arabs across West Asia.
The view across the region is that
her killing has restored the Pales-
tine issue to the global agenda.

Within two weeks, Israel was
saddled with its next crisis — the
annual flag march on May 29 to
mark the capture of East Jerusa-
lem in the 1967 war. Last year, the
march, that is largely made up of
Jewish youth from the extreme
right who provocatively pass
through the Muslim quarter of the
city, had led to an 11-day conflict
with Hamas in Gaza and commu-
nal violence in Israel itself. This
year, Mr. Bennett, taunted by his
traditional right-wing cohorts as
being soft on Arabs and weak be-
fore threats, felt politically com-

pelled to approve the march.

Nearly 70,000 youth, led by Mr.
Netanyahu, descended on Jerusa-
lem, waving Israeli flags. Their
popular slogans were “Death to
Arabs”, “Let us burn down your
villages” and “The Jewish nation
lives”. Despite stringent security
arrangements, several hundred of
them broke into the Al-Agsa Mos-
que — they planted Israeli flags, in-
dulged in provocative dancing,
and chanted Talmudic prayers.

Still, on June 12, following the
defeat of the settlers’ bill, the lead-
ers of the coalition parties de-
scribed their government as “one
of the best governments” and
pledged that “we will not despair
and we will not break”. But two
days later, Mr. Bennett warned
that the government had just “a
week or two” to avoid collapse, af-
ter a member from his own party
refused to back the coalition in the
Knesset.

War and peace in West Asia

Iran remains in the sights of all Is-
raeli governments, regardless of
their political complexion. On May
22, Israel carried out the killing of
an Iranian colonel from the Al
Quds Force in Tehran. He was ac-
cused in the Israeli media of plan-
ning attacks on Israeli and Jewish
targets, a charge that was deemed
sufficient for Israel to be prosecu-
tor, judge and executioner in a

long line of assassinations of Ira-
nian scientists and military
personnel.

Israel’s Ministers are reported
to be lobbying robustly in Wash-
ington against the revival of the
nuclear agreement. Defence Mi-
nister Benny Gantz has even an-
nounced that Israel was planning
to attack Iran’s nuclear sites in a
couple of years. A major exercise,
involving hundreds of aircraft,
took place on June 2, to signal
preparations for the proposed
assault.

Expanding diplomatic and eco-
nomic ties with neighbouring Arab
states, without conceding anyth-
ing to Palestinian aspirations, is
another area of political consen-
sus in Israel. In early April, Israel
hosted a meeting of Arab foreign
Ministers of countries that have
normalised ties with it, which was
attended by the U.S. Secretary of
State, Antony Blinken.

Since then, there are regular re-
ports that ties with the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) are flourish-
ing — a major trade agreement was
signed on May 31 which will cover
96% of bilateral trade, amounting
to about $1 billion, and could take
trade to more than $10 billion
within five years. However, the
signing ceremony was abruptly
closed to mediapersons as the
UAE Foreign Ministry condemned
Israeli violence at the Al-Agsa Mos-
que by “extremist settlers under
the protection of Israeli forces”.

The outlook

As the country lurches from crisis
to crisis, the government is seen to
be paralysed, with the Prime Mi-
nister floundering to keep control.
He is constantly haunted by the
spectre of Mr. Netanyahu calling

on the coalition’s right-wing mem-
bers to abandon “the weak and
flaccid government” that is harm-
ing the country’s Jewish identity,
and “return home”.

But the coalition is holding to-
gether because no member is keen
on another election; they fear de-
feats if they do not deliver on is-
sues that immediately matter to
the populace battered by the novel
coronavirus pandemic — welfare
measures for poor families, sup-
port for small business, upgrada-
tion of national infrastructure.
Even the Arab party is anxious to
keep the coalition going to prevent
the return of Mr. Netanyahu and,
over time, increasingly integrate
Arabs with the Israeli mainstream.

Israel’s principal focus is to nor-
malise ties with Saudi Arabia
amidst reports of clandestine inte-
ractions between political and se-
curity officials and the visit by a
major Israeli business delegation
to the kingdom. As the Americans
attempt to rebuild ties with Saudi
Arabia in the context of the ongo-
ing Russian war in Ukraine, it is
likely that the kingdom might see
value in its ties with Israel to con-
solidate its position in Washington
regardless of who resides in the
White House.

U.S. President Joe Biden’s visit
to the kingdom and Israel next
month will focus on promoting
formal ties between the two coun-
tries as part of mobilising a tough
regional coalition against Iran,
even as Israel continues its vio-
lence and aggression in the region
with impunity. This seems to be
the only route its leaders have
found to keep themselves in
power.

Talmiz Ahmad is a former diplomat
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Job creation

The mission mode of the 10
lakh government jobs
announced by the Prime
Minister is in fact aligned to
the upcoming Assembly
elections, which will
culminate in the general
election in 2024. The job
mission is nothing but a
mission to achieve the
target of winning a third
national term in 2024.

The fact of the matter is the
central and State
governments have not been
filling up vacancies arising
from retirement. For
example, look at the
banking sector. The
country’s lead nationalised
bank has pruned staff in
such a way that it has

affected services. A service
such as seeking clarification
or requesting an update of
a pass book or even getting
a new continuation
passbook, results in the
standard reply: ‘ Leave the
passbook overnight’ or
‘Download the SBI app’.
Similarly, vacancies of
teachers in central schools
upon superannuation of
teachers are not filled up
regularly. Instead, ad hoc
teachers are recruited, who
join duty in a half-hearted
manner. The time has come
for the ruling party to stop
linking jobs with politics. It
is also a mystery why
administrative action which
should be routine (filling
vacancies) needs to wait for

the Prime Minister’s
announcement.

N. NAGARAJAN,
Secunderabad

m [t is fine to be announcing
jobs in government entities.
It is a step in the right
direction, but there is no
doubt that the path to be
traversed is long and
winding. Unemployment is
rampant in the country,
which has been made worse
by the novel coronavirus
pandemic, the lockdowns,

and the economic slowdown.

The loss of jobs in the
informal and formal sectors
is mind-boggling. A healthy
and robust economy with
potential for large-scale
employment generation is

the remedy needed. The
Government should leave no
stone unturned in its
endeavour to create such an
environment.

Dr. D.V.G.SANKARARAO,
Nellimarla, Andhra Pradesh

Avoiding the news

The report, “People avoiding
news: Reuters study” (June
15), is just a larger reflection
of the declining trend in the
reading habit, especially
among youth. They seem to
distressingly prefer seeking
comfort in the one-line
messages on various social
media platforms. I think
most people who read
newspapers these days are
those who are above at least
40 years old. A hesitancy to

read and analyse the news
has many repercussions,
including a lack of general
knowledge to start with.

A.R. RAMANARAYANAN,
Chennai

m |t was interesting to note
why people tend to avoid the
news unlike the time when
they would clamour for a
copy of the newspaper the
first thing in the morning.
How times have changed.
News is meant to keep a
person up to date with
developments in the world.
It is unfortunate that trust in
the news is falling. Has the
situation grown so dismal
that reading the news makes
one feel powerless? And that
people would rather not read

»

online, scan the QR code

the news because it ruins
their mood? How strange!

PRANATI R. NARAIN,
Bengaluru

IPL auction

It is not for nothing that the
IPL media rights auction has
seen humongous amounts.
Experts would have made
precise calculations and the
bidders would have taken
into consideration the
ever-growing viewership. For
the common man, the
successful bid amounts may
have come as a shock but the
bidders knew what they
were precisely doing.

V. LAKSHMANAN,
Tirupur, Tamil Nadu
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[s COVID-19 becoming endemic?

Tarun
Bhatnagar

is an
epidemiologist and
senior scientist at
the Indian Council
of Medical
Research-National
Institute of
Epidemiology in
Chennai
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K.
Kolandaisamy

is a former director
of public health in
Tamil Nadu

listen to the full
interview online

NOTEBOOK

Rain alone doesn’t make a monsoon

Following an old adage in journalism is perilous to
the reporter covering weather and climate

There are indications, but endemicity seems to

be a little further away

Is COVID-19 now approaching an
endemic stage? While the common
interpretation of endemicity is ‘this
is a disease we no longer have to be
worried about’, what does it actual-
ly mean in epidemiological terms
and what are the concerns for pu-
blic health for the future? Will the
infection spread at more predictable
rates and will it perhaps become
more manageable? In a conversa-
tion moderated by Ramya Kan-
nan, Tarun Bhatnagar and K. Ko-
landaisamy discuss the science
behind these questions. Edited
excerpts:

Is COVID-19 on the path to
becoming endemic?

Tarun Bhatnagar: As per the clas-
sical definition, a disease is endemic
when it spreads in a limited area
and at a rate which is relatively con-
stant across time. In contrast, dur-
ing a pandemic, the disease spreads
to all the regions of the world and is
present in some form or the other in
all parts of the world with a relative-
ly high rate of spread. We know that
SARS-CoV-2 is still being detected in
all parts of the world. In that sense,
it is still a pandemic. However, we
are seeing that in most or many
parts of the world, the rate of spread
is coming down, either naturally or
with the interventions that have
been put in place. So, yes, we prob-
ably could be moving towards en-
demicity. But that seems to be a lit-
tle further away than where we are
now.

K. Kolandaisamy: There are indi-
cations that the virus is moving to-
wards endemicity. For example, in
Tamil Nadu, we are seeing 200-300
cases, most of them from clusters.
This is one indication that the dis-
ease might be moving towards en-
demicity. But we need to be very
careful because even after two
years, we are not very clear about
the origin of this virus. There are
three coronaviruses which manifest
as common cold in human beings.
Then, there was SARS-CoV-1 (2002),
later called SARS [Severe Acute Res-
piratory Sydrome], and MERS [Mid-
dle East Respiratory Syndrome]
(2012), all respiratory viruses. While
SARS is not being monitored, tests

are still being done for MERS. We
are not very sure whether this virus
will go the way of SARS, or take the
path of MERS, or become like the
three common cold viruses. This is
a question only time can answer.

During the early part of the
pandemic, COVID-19 was
likened to the Spanish flu of
about 100 years ago, but that
flu did not turn endemic. Why
do some diseases become
endemic while others seem to
vanish?

TB: In order to understand the
transmission of infectious diseases,
we need to think of what is known
as the epidemiological triad — the
interaction between the agent,
which is the organism that causes
the disease, the host, which is the
human body where the agent re-
sides and spreads, and the environ-
ment in which both the agent and
the host live and how conducive it is
for the transmission of the agent.
The Spanish flu virus was not as
transmissible as SARS-CoV-2. In
fact, its reproduction rate was bet-
ween 1and 2. For SARS-CoV-2, it has
gone up to 3, even 4, in some places.
Second, we need to think in terms
of the host, in order for the virus to
spread. During the Spanish flu, it is
understood that a bit, probably
around a third, of the world’s popu-
lation was affected and infected. It
probably led to lower susceptibility,
and herd immunity. Finally, the flu
virus seemed to prefer a colder envi-
ronment compared to SARS-CoV-2,
which is probably agnostic to the
environment, as we have seen.

KK: With the Spanish flu, the move-
ment of soldiers, particularly in Eu-
rope, is said to have played a major
role in the spread of the disease. To-
day, the movement of people has
become quite phenomenal globally.
This means that any disease can
spread from anywhere to everywh-
ere and human continuity will be
there. Instead of disappearing like
the Spanish flu, there is a greater
possibility of SARS-CoV-2 moving to
the endemic mode.

Can this move to endemicity
within a short span of two years

DATA POINT

SANDEEP SAXENA

be attributed to a triumph of
human efforts?

KK: Yes, the one important turning
point in this case was the develop-
ment of vaccines. That played a ma-
jor role. Also, communication tech-
nology helped in disseminating
information and awareness very
quickly. And, as we now know, alth-
ough some of the control measures
were very harsh, travel restrictions
and the initial lockdown measures
also helped a lot. It is to be noted
that the fact that the pandemic
spread very fast was a blessing in
disguise: a large number of people
were infected and this hastened the
process of herd immunity.

TB: I would distribute the credit
equally between the virus and us,
human beings. In the initial period,
the virus spread so much that in a
way it was a boon, in terms of peo-
ple getting natural immunity to that
particular strain of the virus. The
vaccine has definitely been a game
changer. I think it is historic to have
a vaccine within such a short period
of time, and completely incompara-
ble to any other medical interven-
tion that the world has seen. Even in
terms of management of the dis-
ease, we le=arned a lot very fast.

What would be the link
between cases and deathsin a
possible endemic scenario?

TB: If we look at different parts of
the world, and India, we’re not see-
ing as many deaths or even hospital-
isations. The cases are considerably
low, even if they are showing an up-
ward climb. However, we are look-
ing at another sub-lineage of Omi-
cron, BA.4 and BA.5, initially

With variants emerging
again, the role of genomic
surveillance becomes very
critical — to be able to
identify which is the
circulating variant, its
characteristics in terms of
transmissibility, and ability
to cause severe disease.
TARUN BHATNAGAR

C

reported from South Africa and now
common in several countries. More
recent reports from South Africa
show a high number of excess
deaths related to these sub-variants.
Even Portugal, where the vaccina-
tion rates are pretty high, is report-
ing a high number of cases as well as
hospitalisations. So, we will have to
see how the virus is driving this —
how good the virus is in terms of im-
mune escape from natural immuni-
ty as well as from vaccine-induced
immunity, how long does immunity
persist, and the vaccine distribution
in the population. These would be
the three critical factors that would
determine the future in terms of our
interaction with the virus.

KK: We need to continue to be very
careful in certain areas. We need to
take care of people with co-morbid
conditions and ensure that their
health parameters are under con-
trol. For immunocompromised peo-
ple, public health protocols such as
wearing a mask, washing hands,
and avoiding crowds are crucial. Be-
sides this, we need to reach out to
people who have not yet taken both
shots and the booster dose and urge
them to take the vaccines while ex-
plaining the risks of not being vacci-
nated. And we will need to continue
to monitor [disease spread] and un-

dertake surveillance of disease and
morbidity in times to come.

What are the public health
measures that governments
will have to roll out in an
endemic scenario versus a
pandemic?

KK: Decades ago, our hospitals had
separate wards for infectious diseas-
es. Those were maintained by the
local body. In those days, people
with, say, smallpox, cholera, TB,
chickenpox, acute diarrhoeal dis-
ease, etc. would be directed to these
special wards or units in hospitals
for treatment and, of course, would
be segregated from others who
were coming to the hospital too. Ho-
wever, over a period of time, with
many public health successes — we
have eliminated smallpox and there
has been a huge decline in cholera
cases and other infectious diseases
such as chickenpox and measles —
these units have been shut down, or
are a shell of their former capacity.
The system, therefore, had very lit-
tle capacity to handle infectious dis-
eases when COVID-19 began to
spread. An exclusive facility to man-
age the cases with corresponding fa-
cilities for diagnostics and public
health interventions is needed.

TB: We are definitely not expecting
the virus to disappear. It will proba-
bly continue to circulate at various
levels in the population. So, the first
thing that we need to be thinking of
is setting realistic levels of what are
the expected deaths or hospitalisa-
tions, vis-a-vis the infrastructure
that is available. Ultimately, it’s
about preventing deaths as much as
possible. The second is to set targets
for reducing transmission. With
more transmission, there is a risk of
new mutations and variants emerg-
ing. So, we need to be looking at
clusters or places where we see a
higher rate of transmission. We
need to set up routine testing facili-
ties which are not camp-based and
which are accessible and available
to people. With the emerging var-
iants, again, the role of genomic sur-
veillance becomes very critical — to
be able to identify which is the cir-
culating variant, its characteristics
in terms of transmissibility, and
ability to cause severe disease. Ac-
cordingly, public health interven-
tions would have to be in place. Two
things are really critical: to stop air-

JACOB KOSHY

There is a frequently cited adage in
journalism: if one person says it’s
raining and another says it’s dry, the
job of the journalist is not to just re-
gurgitate ‘both sides’ but look out of
the window and determine which
one is accurate. While this has struck
me as simplistic and not really applic-
able to most stories worth telling, it is
particularly perilous to the reporter
covering the weather and climate
beat.

Any journalist who has been as-
signed to report on science and the
environment would, at some point,
have reported on the annual summer
monsoon. To the newbie, monsoon
means the end of summer, messy
roads, and the R.K. Laxman cartoon
of the soaked-to-the-sandals meteo-
rologist and the only one in the room
without an umbrella. In due course,
these perceptions become the mon-
soon reporter’s mantras: “When will
it rain? When will it stop raining?
Why does our monsoon department
always get it wrong?” A senior meteo-
rologist once gave me a two-word,
all-encompassing  answer: “It
depends.”

The India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), arbiter of all things
weather, forecasts in April and May
how the monsoon, which lasts from
June to September, is likely to pro-
gress. It also forecasts the advent of
the monsoon in Kerala. The IMD
does this a few days left or right of
June 1. Some years ago, on May 28 or
29, when I was still new to the beat, I
got off a call with a relative in Kerala
who said it had been pouring and
“monsoon” had set in with a ven-
geance. I checked on the IMD website
and there was no declaration yet. I
called up an official who said the
monsoon hadn’t arrived. “But sir, it’s
raining in Kerala,” I said. “Rain alone
doesn’t make monsoon,” came the
Yoda-like answer. The thought that
my school education had been a lie
zipped through my brain, but the
statement “it depends” put things in
perspective. Kerala, from where the
monsoon begins its journey, must
tick many boxes unlike the rest of the
India, for monsoon to be declared. At
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least 60% of 14 stations, most of them
in the State but some in Lakshad-
weep and Karnataka, must get 2.5
mm of rain on consecutive days.
Then there are criteria such as ‘depth
of westerlies’ and the ‘Outgoing
Longwave Radiation’ that need to be
met. The former indicates strong sus-
tained winds and the latter is a long
name for clouding. I learned my les-
son and with it went the ‘look out of
the window’ instruction.

A favourite word of IMD meteorol-
ogists, especially those who deal with
the public, is ‘normal’. Few terms are
as loaded. In 2009, the IMD said the
monsoon would be 96% of the histor-
ical average. Into this is inbuilt a 5%
error margin. So, any number from
101% to 91% and IMD could still claim
to be accurate and the monsoon ‘nor-
mal’. That year saw a massive mon-
soon failure with India registering its
biggest drought in 25 years. Rainfall
was just 77% of the average. What
was perturbing was that the signs of a
disaster were present in June itself,
with expectations that an El Nino,
characterised by a warming of the
Central Pacific, would dry up the
monsoon. “How did you get it so
wrong,” I demanded to know. Priv-
ately, meteorologists conceded that
they knew a ‘deficit’ was looming.
The IMD had a form of self-censor-
ship in place to not use the term
‘drought’ and instead say ‘deficit’
“Political considerations,” one of
them told me.

Climate change, of late, has com-
plicated the monsoon. In recent
years, September, the month when
the monsoon officially recedes, has
started to witness multiple down-
pours and makes up for deficits in
previous months. This rain usually
spills over into October. “Isn’t all of
this technically monsoon,” I once
asked a meteorologist one October.
“Well, yes. But our monsoon calen-
dar is strictly June 1 to September 30.
Anything before or after isn’t mon-
soon rain,” he replied. “But climate
change has surely altered these pat-
terns. Shouldn’t you account for it in
some way,” I asked. Pat came the rep-
ly: “It depends.”

Jjacob.koshy@thehindu.co.in

»

ILLUSTRATION:

Among Indian athletes | The chart depicts Indian
players with throws longer than the 80m mark. Neeraj

MU AJAY KRISHNA

Chopra (®) has 34 such throws and Shivpal Singh (©
has 10. © indicates other athletes

In rarefied air

——_ Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra created a new national
\'*_‘I record (NR) in javelin throw on Tuesday with a 89.3 metre
| effort at the Paavo Nurmi Games in Turku, Finland. This
/_7-' is the first time an Indian has crossed the 89m mark. In

.. fact, the top 11 Indian throws are Chopra’s. Since 1986*,

| the world over, there have been 187 better throws than

| Chopra's national record in recognised athletic events.
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borne transmission (by wearing
masks, especially indoors and in
crowded places) and ensure suffi-
cient air ventilation in indoor spac-
es. I think that is an area in the
realm of public health engineering,
in terms of designing our indoor
spaces and having good ventilation.
That would be really important as
we move forward in terms of pre-
venting transmission of the virus.

Have there been some missed
opportunities in the past
couple of years, though much
has indeed been done in this
country especially in terms of
adding to health
infrastructure?

KK: We have missed the opportuni-
ty to effectively enforce segregation
for infectious diseases in our hospi-
tals. A number of pregnant women
who got COVID-19 contracted the in-
fection when they were in hospital
for a check-up. They were not dis-
eased, but caught the infection in
hospital, where there is poor or lit-
tle infection control or segregation
practices. This is unacceptable.

Also, engineering buildings to en-
sure air flow and good ventilation,
particularly in hospitals and public
institutions, is very important. We
also need to get people to get back
to the discipline of following CO-
VID-19 protocols. The National Med-
ical Council can consider offering
more specialisation courses in infec-
tious diseases.

TB: In terms of using data for deci-
sion-making, a positive that I see is
that the pandemic brought together
people who were working in their
own silos — clinicians, mathemati-
cians, epidemiologists, laboratory
professionals, public health practi-
tioners on the ground, anthropolo-
gists... So, we have an opportunity
to now go further and change the
culture of research. These kinds of
collaborations help you get a bigger
bang for the buck.

We’ve also developed systems to
collect data, to transmit it, to ana-
lyse it and use it for various purpos-
es at different levels. But there are
opportunities to make that system
more robust, more transparent and
enable more efficient use of data.
This can definitely go a long way in
being prepared for the future and
then tackling similar kinds of public
health emergencies.
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ASPAC says it is not a military alliance

Of these, 47 throws were by former Czech athelete Jan

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

Zelezny and 30 by the German Johannes Vetter, who

is still active. Neeraj Chopra’s national record throw

of 89.3m has been matched or surpassed only 3% of
the times since 1986. By Rebecca Rose Varghese and

Among world athletes | The chart shows all the
athletes with throws longer than the 89m mark. Czech

former track and field athlete Jan Zelezny (®) with 49
throws, German athlete Johannes Vetter (©) with 32

90 - throws and Norwegian athlete Andreas Thorkildsen (®)
All the 11 longest throws by an S e NR = Wwith 16 throws top the list. © indicates other athletes
Indian were by Neeraj Chopra \ 99 -
88 1 o 'o *
hd \Z
In June 2022, D.P. Manu ) _—
w|  mbegsinn e .t el deyshowdte
throw in Chennai N e o Worldrecord
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84 4 InDec. 1998, — g o » e Vetter’s throw of

Ramandeep Singh ®e ° 1 ® 97.76min 2020 is

recorded a 80.56m . " 93 4 the second longest
82 1 throw in New Delhi P e

A
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considered

Top countries | The chart depicts the country-athletes combination
for all those who have thrown 89.3m or longer in history. Six Germans
have reached the mark, the highest among all nations, followed by
five Finnish players

Johannes Vetter . Andreas
30 . . | Thorkildsen
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Thomas Rohler
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Sergey Makarov
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Jan Zelezny K. Gatsioudis )
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= Data
sourced from
worldathletics.org

*0nly throws post the redesign of men’s javelin in 1986 were
considered for analysis. That was when the javelin’s centre of
gravity was moved forward by four centimetres

A rare throw | The chart depicts
the % of throws that were equal

to or above a particular mark. For
instance, 19.8% of all the throws
from 1986 were 85m or above. Only
3% of throws were above 89m
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Tokyo, June 18: The seventh ministerial con-
ference of the Asian and Pacific Council con-
cluded its three day deliberations in Seoul
to-day emphasising the peaceful and non-
military nature of the nine-member organi-
sation and seeking to dispel any doubts from
the minds of the people that it was militarily
motivated. At the same time, a joint commu-
nique stressed the open door policy of the
organisation to permit membership in it to
all countries of the region, regardless of ide-
ologies. Reflecting the general desire of the
majority of the member-countries — particu-
larly in view of the fast changes that are com-
ing about in the Asian and Pacific region — to
erase suspicions that the ASPAC was some
kind of a military alliance, the communique
specifically stated that it was not a political
or military arrangement directed against
other nations. Nor was it an exclusive organ-
isation. The communique declared that AS-
PAC was open to non-member countries
within the region who were ready to make a
constructive contribution to its objectives
and purposes. It restated its purposes,
namely, that the ASPAC was an organisation
for regional co-operation pursuing peace
and progress in the Asian and Pacific region.
It would devote its efforts to promote co-op-
eration in economic technical, social, cultu-
ral, and other fields.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 17, 1922

Sastri’s mission

Mr. Sastri’s performances have been in no
way creditable either to himself or the peo-
ple whom he pretends to represent. He has
indulged in a great deal of wild and irrespon-
sible talk in the course of his speeches in the
important centres of Australia. Explaining
the object of his mission to the Australians,
he pointed out that India did not object to
the “White Australia” policy, and that she
only wanted that resident Indians should be
accorded better treatment. The obvious im-
plication of this amazing statement is that
Australia can impose any disabilities she de-
sires on Indian immigration. Even in the
modest demands he makes Mr. Sastri is not
in a particular hurry and only in course of
time when probably Australians will better
realise the essential reasonableness of the
cause he so nobly espouses, are the Indians
to be accepted as equal citizens with full
franchise rights! India desires the same
rights in Australia as the Australian has in In-
dia.
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Tax evasion

In billion euros, the

amount McDonald's

will pay in France to

avoid a legal case over
[ ] tax evasion between

2009 and 2020, under an agreement
approved by a Paris court. This is the
second-biggest tax settlement in
French history, made up of a €508
million fine and €737 million in back
taxes already agreed in May, years after
McDonald's was accused of reporting
artificially low profits to reduce its tax
bill. France's biggest tax fine was in
2020, when aircraft builder Airbus had
to cough up €2.1 billion. arp

Journalists in jail

The number of Kurdish
journalists jailed after being
detained last week over
charges of spreading terrorist

propaganda. Turkey has jailed
more reporters than most other
countries over the last decade,
according to the Committee to Protect
Journalists. Several media groups had
condemned last week's detentions as
"ruthless”. Turkey ranks a low 149 out
of 180 countries on the Reporters
Without Borders's (RSF) World Press
Freedom Index, which describes it as a
country in which “all possible means
are used to undermine critics". ReuTers

Soaring jet fuel prices

The percentage by which jet
fuel prices were hiked on
Thursday. The hike, the

steepest ever, propelled rates

to an all-time high in line with
the hardening international oil rates.
The hike, which comes on the back of a
marginal 1.3% (%1,563.97 per kl) cut in
rate earlier this month, takes jet fuel
prices to record high across the
country. Brent — the world's most
popular crude oil benchmark — was on
Thursday trading at $119.16 per barrel,
the highest in almost a decade. The
increase in jet fuel prices will raise the
operating cost for airlines. pmi

Interest rake hikes

The basis points by which the
Bank of England raised
interest rates to combat price
increases that have pushed

inflation to a 40-year high.
The Bank of England's action took its
key rate to 1.25% and marked five
consecutive increases that began in
December. While the U.K.'s central
bank began raising interest rates earlier
than its counterparts, it is now trailing
the U.S. Federal Reserve in the fight
against inflation. The Fed did go bolder
on Wednesday, raising its benchmark
rate by three-quarters of a percentage
point. ap

Mounting case load

The number of
COVID-19 cases
reported in Delhi in
the last 10 days.

] Amid a spike in

daily’cases, the positivity rate too, has
climbed from 1.92% on June 7 to
7.01% on June 15. Delhi on Wednesday
recorded 1,375 cases, the highest daily
tally in a month, and zero deaths. Daily
case count and other associated
metrics, such as active cases, home
isolation cases have also seen a parallel
rise. Home isolation cases rose from
1,006 on June 7 to 2,108 on June 15, as
per official data. eI
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M Bitcoin has lost more
than two-thirds of its value
while Ethereum has lost
almost 80% from its peak.
As a result, the overall
market capitalisation of
cryptocurrencies has
dropped under $1 trillion for
the first time since January
2021.

—

B Most analysts believe
that the fall in the price of
cryptocurrencies is in line
with the fall in prices of
stocks as central banks such
as the U.S. Federal Reserve
tighten monetary policy to
fight inflation.
—

B Cryptocurrency
enthusiasts argue that
cryptocurrencies have
always been subject to
extreme price swings and
that the current crash is a
good time to buy these
virtual currencies at a
tremendous

bargain. Sceptics, however,
believe that the current
crash could very well be the
end of the road for
cryptocurrencies.
—

EXPLAINER

EXPLAINER

The reasons behind the crashing crypto market

Why do governments and central banks view cryptocurrencies negatively? Do these virtual currencies have intrinsic value?

PRASHANTH PERUMAL

The story so far: Bitcoin and many other
cryptocurrencies have been crashing since
they hit an all-time high late last year. Bitcoin
has lost more than two-thirds of its value
since it hit a peak of around $69,000 in
November last year and is currently trading
at around the $22,000 mark. Ethereum,
another cryptocurrency popular among
investors, has lost almost 80% from its peak.
As a result, the overall market capitalisation
of cryptocurrencies has dropped under $1
trillion for the first time since January 2021.
The crash, which shows no signs of reversal
yet, seems to have led to a drop in investor
enthusiasm with trading volumes in Indian
cryptocurrency exchanges dropping by 90%
from their peak.

Why are cryptocurrencies crashing?

It may not be possible to pinpoint the exact
reasons why investors are fleeing
cryptocurrencies at the moment. Most
analysts believe that the fall in the price of
cryptocurrencies is in line with the fall in
prices of stocks and other assets as central
banks such as the U.S. Federal Reserve
tighten monetary policy to fight price rise.
As central banks withdraw liquidity from the
market, there’s less money chasing assets,
which in turn causes the prices of assets to
drop. Others believe that the crash could
also mark the popping of the bubble that has
driven the prices of cryptocurrencies to
stratospheric levels.

Sceptics have long argued that the
price of cryptocurrencies seem
driven more by speculative fervour
fuelled by easy monetary policy than
by any fundamental factors.

Sceptics have long argued that the price of
cryptocurrencies seems driven more by
speculative fervour fuelled by easy monetary
policy than by any fundamental factors. For
instance, the extreme volatility in the price
of cryptocurrencies was seen by many as a
feature that ruled out the use of
cryptocurrencies as money. Such extreme
volatility simply seemed to reflect investor
behaviour that bordered on gambling. These
sceptics also pointed to the fact that even
though cryptocurrency prices were rising

aggressively, the use of cryptocurrencies for
real-life transactions was low. So, in essence,
there was very little reason to believe that
the rally in cryptocurrencies was driven by
their wider acceptability as an alternative to
fiat currencies.

How do governments view
cryptocurrencies?

Some sceptics have also argued that even
though private cryptocurrencies can rise to
the status of alternatives to fiat currencies
over time, governments and central banks
may not allow this to happen. Many
countries have taken several steps to
discourage the widespread use of
cryptocurrencies. While countries such as
China and Russia have opted to impose
outright bans on cryptocurrencies, others
such as India have tried to tax and regulate
them heavily. In India, while the government
has not imposed an outright ban on
cryptocurrencies, the Reserve Bank of India
has been quite vocal about the need to ban
them completely. It is no surprise that
central banks are wary of private
cryptocurrencies since they challenge the
monopoly that central banks currently enjoy
over the money supply of an economy. If
cryptocurrencies became widely acceptable,
it would affect the control that central banks
possess over the economy’s money supply. It
would also affect the ability of governments
to fund their spending by creating fresh
money as citizens could then opt to switch to
alternative currencies.

Will cryptocurrencies rise again?
Cryptocurrency enthusiasts argue that
cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin have always
been subject to extreme price swings and
that the current crash is a good time to buy
these virtual currencies at a tremendous
bargain. To be fair, many crypto-enthusiasts
have been handsomely rewarded in the past
when they bought cryptocurrencies during
times of panic selling. They argue that
cryptocurrencies, just like gold, protect
investors against the risk of price inflation. It
should be noted that, unlike fiat currencies
issued by central banks, the supply of
various cryptocurrencies is limited by
design. By holding their wealth in
cryptocurrencies that either maintain their
value or even appreciate in value over time,
investors can protect themselves against the

The move to link credit cards with UPI

What are the primary motivations behind this move? Will the proposed linking increase the scope of the Unified Payments Interface?

LALATENDU MISHRA

debasement of their wealth by central banks.
Sceptics, however, believe that the current
crash could very well be the end of the road
for cryptocurrencies. Even if
cryptocurrencies manage to recover from
the current crash, they may still not manage
to hold on to their gains, because
cryptocurrencies possess no fundamental
value as money. In fact, some have argued
that the real value of cryptocurrencies is
somewhere close to zero. They point out
that even the most popular cryptocurrencies
such as Bitcoin are still not used very much
in the daily purchase and sale of goods and
services in the real economy. It should be
noted that investors generally believe that
the price of an asset gravitates towards its
intrinsic or fundamental value in the
long-run even though it may diverge from its
fundamental value in the short-term.
Crypto-enthusiasts, however, argue that
while cryptocurrencies may not be widely

People who generally prefer to pay by
credit card so as to avail of a longer

The story so far: The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has proposed to allow linking
of credit cards with the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) platform. The move is part
of the central bank's efforts to enhance
the scope of UPL. While announcing the
move, RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
stated that RuPay credit cards issued by
the RBI-promoted National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI) will be
enabled first, and will become available
after system developments. The UPI, also
managed by the NPCI, was first
introduced in 2016.

What explains the effort to link
credit cards with UPI?

The UPI has, over time, become a
popular mode of payment in India with
more than 26 crore unique users and five
crore merchants on the platform. In May
2022, about 594 crore transactions
amounting to ¥10.4 lakh crore were
processed through the interface.

At present, the UPI facilitates
transactions by linking savings/current
accounts through users’ debit cards. It is
now proposed to allow linking of credit
cards on the UPI platform. This is
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intended to provide additional
convenience to users and enhance the
scope of digital payments.

When will the facility be made
available?

This facility would be available after the
required system development is
complete. The RBI will issue necessary
instructions to NPCI separately to
facilitate the change. To begin with, the
indigenous RuPay credit cards would be
linked to the UPI platform. It is likely to
be followed by other card networks such
as Visa and MasterCard that would bring

»

in more users.

What is the benefit of this provision?
The arrangement is expected to provide
an additional avenue for payment to
customers and hence enhance
convenience. The linking of credit cards
to UPI has been proposed to further
deepen the reach and usage of credit
cards.

Why do authorities expect this move
to spur the use of credit cards?

It is expected to bolster transactions and
acceptance at more merchant sites.

pay-back period or loans on credit-card
outstanding, or who do not wish to touch
their savings at the moment of purchase,
can pay using credit cards via UPI.

Currently, many merchants do not
have credit card point-of-sale (PoS)
terminals especially in semi-urban and
rural areas but a significant number do
have the QR code-based UPI acceptance
facility. Now, they too will be able to
accept credit payments via UPI without
needing a PoS device.

Linking of credit cards with UPI is
likely to increase the use of such cards in
small-ticket-size payments, as it would
provide users with more options to pay
from. The move will provide a significant
boost to overall spending via credit cards
— currently, spending through the use of
credit cards is more than double the
average spend via debit cards. More
spending is generally a force multiplier
for the economy.

Besides accelerating digital
transactions this measure is also
expected to affect the average ticket size
of financial transactions. Currently the
average ticket size per transaction is
1,600 while it is T4,000 in credit cards.

accepted as a currency, they still represent
an independent asset class like gold that can
help investors protect their wealth from
central banks. This argument is still prone to
the criticism that cryptocurrencies do not
possess any independent value of their own
to be compared to gold and silver, and thus
cannot offer any wealth protection over the
long-run.

Precious metals such as gold and silver are
far more acceptable than cryptocurrencies,
which is what gives them their intrinsic
value. In fact, precious metals served as
currencies for centuries and have been
widely used for industrial and other
purposes.

No cryptocurrency has such a record. The
fact that precious metals are limited in
supply definitely helped boost their value.
But limited supply alone cannot make
cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin a valuable asset
like gold and silver.

So, with the new development the UPI
transaction ticket size is likely to go up to
somewhere around 3,000 to 34,000,
analysts claim. Many people use credit
cards for rewards and benefits and UPI
for its convenience & security. The new
provision of linking credit cards to UPI
brings both these advantages together.

Kirana stores where credit cards are
not accepted would likely find it
convenient to accept credit card
payments through UPI.

Will a merchant discount rate be
applicable for these payments?
There is no word yet on the merchant
discount rate (MDR) applicable on
transactions using credit card numbers
via UPI, other than for RuPay, which
attracts no such charge. Today, since
foreign card issuers such as Visa and
MasterCard have a lion's share of the
credit card network business, part of the
fees goes to them. However, the Indian
government has shown its intent to
promote the indigenous RuPay card
system. It remains to be seen if it indeed
does turn out more economical for
merchants to accept payments from
users with credit cards from foreign

issuers.

THE GIST

B The Reserve Bank of India
has proposed to allow
linking of credit cards with
the Unified Payments
Interface platform.
——

B The UPI has become a
popular mode of payment in
India with more than 26
crore unigue users and five
crore merchants on the
platform.

——

B Linking of credit cards
with UPI is likely to increase
the use of such cards in
small-ticket-size payments,
as it would provide users
with more options to pay
from. The move will provide
a significant boost to overall
spending via credit cards.
I
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W Bollywood, which is
largely influenced by the
ebbs and flows of the box
office, has often failed to
capture the social
complexities of Indian
society. On the other hand,
Malayalam, Assamese,
Bengali, Marathi and Tamil
cinema, frequently depict
gender, religious, caste and
class disparities.
|

W Over the past few years,
Bollywood has churned out
many hyper nationalist
films, films that
misrepresent minority
communities, and films that
assert a certain culture, thus
furthering the majoritarian
nation-building project.
—

B Regional cinema on the
other hand is constantly
pushing boundaries with
experimental takes on social
and political issues.
—

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The audacity of regional films

Regional cinema represents India in a much more holistic and meaningful manner than Bollywood

NEHAL AHMED

As hyper-nationalistic and often historically
inaccurate films like Samrat Prithviraj do poorly
at the box office, regional cinema featuring many
films with a more grounded approach to society is
flourishing. In this article dated October 14, 2021,
Nehal Ahmed details how regional films represent
the different facets of Indian society much better
than Bollywood.

For long, Indian cinema has been synonymous
with Bollywood. However, the pandemic-induced
growth of over-the-top (OTT) platforms has
opened up new vistas for audiences to watch and
appreciate films from other parts of the country.
Bollywood, which is largely influenced by the
ebbs and flows of the box office, has often failed to
capture the social complexities of Indian society.
It is still quite distant from the experiences and
sensibilities of the masses. It generally follows an
escapist approach, where storytelling becomes a
commodity. On the other hand, Malayalam,
Assamese, Bengali, Marathi and Tamil cinema, to
name a few, frequently depict gender, religious,
caste and class disparities.

This is not to say that fantasy, which provides a
break from the dreariness of our daily lives, is not
an important aspect of cinema. But it is the safe
distancing of Hindi cinema from hard-hitting
issues such as the atrocities committed against
Dalits and Muslims, religious majoritarianism,
sexual inclusivity and class barriers that are a
major concern.

Pushing boundaries

The cinematic treatment of Bollywood has been
formulaic. Films either derive inspiration from the
West or are compelled by the process of
globalisation. Over the past few years, Bollywood
has churned out many hyper nationalist films,
films that misrepresent minority communities,
and films that assert a certain culture, thus

furthering the majoritarian nation-building
project.

On the other hand, regional cinema is
constantly pushing boundaries with experimental
takes on social and political issues. In recent
years, Tamil cinema has revolutionised the art
with larger social observations. Filmmakers like
Mari Selvaraj, Pa. Ranjith and Vetrimaaran have
produced films that explore the issues of the
common man. They represent the voice of the
subaltern without being apologetic unlike their
counterparts in Bollywood.

The cinematic treatment of Bollywood has
been formulaic. Films either derive
inspiration from the West or are
compelled by the process of globalisation

Mari Selvaraj and Pa. Ranjit are known for
making films centred around Dalit lives. In the
1970s and ‘80s, there was a wave of parallel
cinema in Bollywood which spoke of the
victimisation of Dalits. However, in contemporary
Tamil cinema, Dalits are not victims; they are
assertive protagonists who actively fight back
against upper caste assertion. Through his films
Kabali and Kaala and most recently Sarpatta
Parambarai, Pa. Ranjith has brought to us Dalit
heroes, who are rare in Indian film history. Mari
Selvaraj has established the normalisation of Dalit
characters through Pariyerum Perumal and
Karnan. These films further the politics of social
justice in subtle ways instead of depicting
communities as pitiable beneficiaries of certain
policies and lacking in dignity.

Another regional industry which has resonated
with the larger Indian audience is the Malayalam
industry. Malayalam cinema is known to reflect on
contemporary concerns and anxieties. Most
Malayalam films have small budgets, but their
impact is immense because of their fresh take on

common people-centric stories. Jeo Baby’s The
Great Indian Kitchen, for instance, can be
considered as one of the biggest disruptors of
normative gendered labour and relations. While
questioning regressive gendered practices, the
filmmaker employs a layered and minimalist
approach to drive the message home.

On the other hand, Bollywood’s approach
tends to be loud and sensational, with a greater
focus on costume, set design, light, colour, and
location than the subject at hand. In Dileesh
Pothan’s Maheshinte Prathikaaram, even the
slippers of the character played by Fahad Faasil
has an important role to play.

Regional films are often replete with metaphors
and symbols.

Politics of majoritarianism

Today, when hyper nationalism is at its peak,
Bollywood often acts as a tool in the hands of the
majoritarian nation-building project.

Many Hindi films use the archaic trope of
cultural assertion and continue to vilify a
particular community while downplaying
structural inequalities in society. This trend can
be witnessed in the surge in period dramas and
biopics of politicians and sportspersons where
characters are overglorified. On the other hand,
certain filmmakers in Bengali and Marathi
cinema, through their politically heightened
content, are challenging polarisation and the
threat to India’s diversity. Aparna Sen in her 2019
film, Ghawre Bairey Aaj, highlights the jingoism
prevalent in the political ecosystem. Another
important movie is Nagraj Manjule’s Sairat which
treats caste as a political issue.

Regional cinema has woven narratives in a
socially conscious manner and has the potential
to substantially disrupt class and caste hegemony
and majoritarianism. It represents India in a much
more holistic and meaningful manner than
Bollywood.

THE DAILY QUIZ

Iceland observes June 17 as the National Day to commemorate the foundation of the Republic of Iceland on that

date in 1944. A quiz on the Nordic island country.

If the blue in the

Icelandic flag represents
the mountains and the
white ice or snow, what
does the red stand for?

In the context of global

politics, what first is
attributed to Vigdis
Finnbogadéttir who served
as the fourth president of
Iceland from 1980 to 1996?

Located at a latitude of

64°08', Iceland's
capital is the world's
northernmost capital of a
sovereign state and its
name means 'smoky bay"'.
Name it.

Founded in 930 CE, the

Althingi is considered
the oldest of its kind in the
world. What is the Althingi?

Compiled by: V.V.
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Bay near the Icelandic
capital is a tower of light
projected from a white
stone monument that has
the words "Imagine Peace"
carved intoitin 24
languages. It was installed
in 2007 by the widow of a
legendary man of music.
Name the musician and his
wife.

The Imagine Peace
Tower in Kollafjorour

What natural feature would
one associate with these
places?

Many Icelandic place
names end in "-foss".

<« Atthe height of the Cold War, this American came up trumps by beating a Russian in a World
Championship match held at the Icelandic capital in 1972. Name him and event.

Chicago in 1893. Ans: Swami Vivekananda

battle with ALS. Ans: Lou Gehrig
U.S. President. Ans: John F. Kennedy

Churchill

Please send in your answers to the dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Questions (abridged) and Answers of the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Delivered in 1963, by this
well-known activist of the civil rights movement in America, this speech has a well-known refrain that
symbolises the soul of the civil rights movement. Ans: ‘l have a dream’, Martin Luther King Jr.

2. This philosopher's most famous speech was delivered at the Parliament of the World's Religions in

3. This inspirational slogan was mentioned by Apple co-founder Steve Jobs in 2005 in his Stanford
commencement address. Ans: 'Stay hungry, stay foolish’

4. The Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln in 1863 contains a line that is often cited as the
definition of democracy. Ans: “... government of the people, by the people, for the people”

5. This baseball player earned many of the sport's top awards before passing away at 37 after a brief
6. "ask not what your country can do for you — ask what you can do for your country." was said by this

Visual: Gary Oldman is seen portraying this British leader in the film Darkest hour. Ans: Winston

Early Birds: Upaakti Dahraan| Shubham V. Bhosale| Akshay Jade| Pinaki Dasgupta| Riya Singh

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

“Good morning, sir”.

“Good morning. You are late today”.

“Yes sir. I was searching my watch. It took
time. At last I found it among my books”.

“I am glad you found it. So you searched
for your watch. You search for something
when you have lost it. When a child doesn’t
return from school, the parents search for
him. They look for the child. ‘To search for’
means ‘to look for’. “To search’ means to ‘exa-
mine thoroughly’.

The police searched the thief to find out if
he had the stolen money on him*.

“ ‘Sri Lanka is in the south of India’. Is this
sentence all right, sir?”

“No. Sri Lanka is not in the south of India.
If it were, it would be part of India. You
should say ‘Sri Lanka is to the south of India’.
You can also say ‘Sri Lanka is south of India’.
But Trivandrum is in the south of India’.

“What’s the difference between an ‘acci-
dent’ and a ‘mishap’ sir?”

“An accident is a chance occurrence; it is
something unexpected. An accident can be
lucky or unlucky or neutral.

It was just an accident that I met him when
he was in a marvellous mood.

John met with an accident; he escaped with
minor injuries.

I wonder whether serious attention should
be paid to accidents of birth and beauty.

Accidents can be major or minor. A mishap
is a minor accident. If someone is run over by
a car, it is a serious accident; but it is not a
mishap.

He hurt his knee during the cricket match,
in spite of this mishap, he continued to play.

“What is the difference between ‘for hire’
and ‘to Iet’, sir?

“Boats, clothes, vehicles and such things
are hired. When a house is available for rent a
notice is put up that the house is ‘to let’.
Houses are let out or rented out but other
things are given on hire. In America people
also are “hired’. If they are not good, they are
fired!”

“What’s the meaning of ‘to blow the whis-
tle’, sir?”

“To blow the whistle on something’ is to ex-
pose or to put an end to something you don’t
approve of.

He blew the whistle on their unwholesome
business activities.

The minister blew the whistle on gambling.

This expression is used only on informal
occasions.”

“How do you pronounce the first syllable
of ‘demon’, sir?”

“It rhymes with fee, tea, bee and see. It Is
deemon. Let’s stop here. Goodbye”.

“Thank you, sir. Goodbye”.

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Text & Context'
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Anti-Agnipath protest

turns violent

Protests broke out in diffe-
rent parts of Uttar Pradesh,
too. In Bulandshahr, hun-
dreds of youth gathered at
the busy Bhood crossing de-
manding a rollback of the
scheme.

Holding the Tricolour,
the youth said the govern-
ment was playing with their
future. When the protesters
blocked NH-91, the police
had to use mild force, and at
least eight persons were ta-
ken into custody. Similar
outbursts were also seen in
Unnao, Gonda, and Bareilly
districts.

Opposition parties asked
the Centre to withdraw the
scheme immediately.

The Congress said the Ag-
nipath scheme made a
mockery of military train-
ing. “It appears to us that
the scheme makes a mock-
ery of training; inducts into
the defence forces an ill-
trained and ill-motivated
soldier; and discharges a
disappointed and unhappy
ex-soldier into society,”
former Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram said.

The Communist Party In-
dia-Marxist (CPI-M) said the
scheme does disservice to
India’s national interests.
“Professional armed forces
cannot be raised by recruit-
ing ‘soldiers on contract’ for
a period of four years. This
scheme, to save pension

money, severely compro-
mises the quality and effi-
ciency of our professional
armed forces,” the Left par-
ty said. Youth and students
organisations have decided
to step up the protests.

“We are in touch with all
youth and student organisa-
tions who are fighting
against unemployment and
the Agnipath scheme. This
government is bringing con-
tract system even in patrio-
tism. A national platform
will soon be formed to take
this protests forward,”
Youth Congress president
Srinivas B.V. told The Hindu.

Students Federation of
India general secretary May-
ukh Biswas said his organi-
sation is part of the protests
in Bihar and Rajasthan.

BMS general secretary Bi-
nay Kumar Sinha said the
BMS welcomed the announ-
cement of filling 10 lakh
posts in government, but
opposed the Agnipath
scheme.

“It is as good as making
Army personnel contract
workers. This is not quality
employment that will be
provided under the
scheme,” Mr. Sinha said.

(With inputs from

Sandeep Phukan in New
Delhi, Amarnath Tewary in
Patna, Ashok Kumar in Gu-
rugram and Anuj Kumar in

Ghaziabad)

Hiring upper age limit
raised to 23 for this year

The spokesperson said the
upper age limit for the re-
cruitment process under
the Agnipath scheme for
2022 had been increased to
23.

Earlier in the day, govern-
ment officials released a
note on “myths and facts”
regarding the scheme. The
note said it was a myth that
“21-year-olds are immature
and unreliable” and at no
point of time will there be
more youth than expe-
rienced people among the
ranks. The number of Agni-
veers to be recruited in the
first year would only make
up 3% of the armed forces.
“No change is being done to
the regimental system,” it
said.

“The present scheme will
only bring about a right mix
of 50%-50%, slowly in a very
long run, of youngsters and
experienced supervisory
ranks,” it said.

The note said it is a myth
that “no consultation” was
held with former armed
forces officers before an-

nouncing the decision. It
said extensive consultations
with serving armed forces
officers were held over the
last two years.

It said that “such short
term enlistment system ex-
ists in most countries and
hence is already tested out
and considered best prac-
tice for a youthful and agile
army.” “Additionally, the
performance of the Agni-
veers will be tested before
re-induction in the Army af-
ter four years. Hence, the
Army will get the tested and
tried personnel for supervi-
sory ranks,” it said.

The note claimed that it is
a myth that “Agniveers will
be a danger to society and
join terrorists.”

It stated that “this is an in-
sult to the ethos and values
of the Indian armed forces.
Youngsters who have worn
the uniform for four years
will remain committed to
the country for rest of their
lives.”

(With inputs from
Vijaita Singh)

Demolitions should not
be retaliatory, says SC

The court said that nothing
“untoward” should be seen
to happen during the wee-
kend.

“There should be some
restraint... Everything
should be fair. They should
not be harmed. The ques-
tion here is of following due
process,” Justice Bopanna
observed orally.

The court did not give
credence to the State’s argu-
ment that certain “miscon-
ceived” third parties such as
the Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind had
approached the court solely
based on media reports
about the nature and intent

of the demolitions.

“Ultimately, the rule of
law should prevail. This is
not about who came to the
court. This matter requires
legal consideration,” Justice
Bopanna responded.

The court agreed to the
State government’s sugges-
tion to file an affidavit with
details to buttress its claim
that the demolitions were
done after prior notice was
issued to affected persons
and the buildings razed
down were illegal.

The Bench did not pass
any interim order staying
the demolitions.

Daily COVID-19 cases
cross 12,000 mark

The Health Ministry said
that more than 70% of the
deaths occurred due to
comorbidities.

Number of doses

“Our figures are being re-
conciled with the Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search,” the Ministry said on
its website, adding that
State-wise distribution of fi-
gures is subject to further
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verification and
reconciliation.

India crossed the grim
milestone of two crore cases
on May 4, 2021, three crore
cases on June 23, 2021 and
four crore cases on January
25 this year. According to the
Ministry, 195.67 crore doses
of COVID-19 vaccine have
been administered in the
country so far under the na-
tionwide vaccination drive.
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NDA ally takes a stand different from BJP’s, says protests by aspirants is spreading fast in Bihar and other parts of country

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

At a time when violent prot-
ests over the Agnipath
scheme announced by the
Union government for short-
term recruitment in the de-
fence services spread across
Bihar, the Janata Dal(U) on
Thursday suggested that the
government  “reconsider”
the scheme.

Tagging the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, JD
(U) leader and the party’s
Parliamentary Board chair-
man Upendra Kushwaha, in
a tweet, said the government

should reconsider the plan
to change the process of re-
cruitment in the Army, the
Air Force and the Navy
through the Agniveer and
Agnipath schemes.

BJP’s response
The JD(U), which is part of
the ruling alliance with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
in Bihar and the Centre, has,
of late, been taking a diffe-
rent stance from that of its al-
ly on several issues, includ-
ing the anti-conversion law,
caste census and population
control.

“There is no need for any
such remark or comment at
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Dissenting voices: Youngsters raise slo

| s

gans during a protest

against the Agnipath scheme, in Meerut on Thursday. =pi

this time of turmoil. Mr.
Kushwaha could have waited
for some more time before

making his remark, which
smacks of the Opposition’s
voice,” a senior State BJP

leader preferring anonymity
told The Hindu.

‘Check violence’
A JD(U) leader and party
MLA said, “Apparently, the
plan or scheme for short-
term recruitment in defence
services by the Central go-
vernment does not work.
The Central government
must reconsider it. See how
the protests by aspirants is
spreading fast to other areas
in the State and outside. It
must be checked on time.”
Objections are being
raised against the “tempor-
ary” system of recruitment
under the Agnipath scheme,

leaving aspirants with fears
of unemployment after the
four years provided under it
are over.

Protests  against the
scheme turned violent for
the second consecutive day
in Bihar, and incidents of rail
and road traffic blockage
were reported from several
places.

At some places, protesters
set ablaze train coaches and
vandalised the vehicle of a
BJP MLA, Aruna Devi, and
the BJP party office in Nawa-
da. At several places, the pol-
ice baton-charged protesters
to disperse them from rail-
way stations.

Hiring soldiers for a few years ~ ‘Scheme may give rise to
notagood idea: Amarinder

Former Punjab CM urges Centre to review the policy

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Former Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Amarinder Singh on
Thursday suggested that the
Centre review the Agnipath
policy for recruitment in de-
fence forces.

“It will dilute the long ex-
isting distinct ethos of regi-
ments,” Capt. Singh (retd.)
said, adding, “a four-year
service is too short for a
soldier”.

“Why does the Govern-
ment of India need to make
such radical changes in the
recruitment policy, which
has been working so well for
the country for so many
years? Hiring soldiers for
four years, with effective ser-
vice of three years, is not at
all militarily a good idea,”
said the Punjab Lok Con-
gress chief, who tied up with

Unidentified
militant killed
in Kulgam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

One unidentified militant
was killed in the Mishipora
area of Kulgam when se-
curity forces engaged with
two separate groups of mil-
itants hiding in Anantnag
and Kulgam districts of
south Kashmir.

The police said a search
had been under way in Mis-
hipora since Tuesday. The
militants, hiding in dense
orchards, engaged with the
security forces.

“The operation is conti-
nuing,” the police said.

In Anantnag district of
South Kashmir, the police
said they had established
contact with militants hid-
ing at Hangalgund in the
Kokernag area.

“An encounter has start-
ed. The police and security
forces are on the job,” the
police said.

@ Why does the

Government of
India need to make such
radical changes in the
recruitment policy
which has been working
so well for the country
for so many years

CAPT. AMARINDER SINGH
Former Punjab Chief Minister

the BJP in the 2021 Assembly
election.

In a statement, he strong-
ly opposed the ‘“all-India,
all-class” recruitment policy,
saying it will dilute the ethos
of the regiments.

Distinct ethos

The different regiments such
as the Sikh Regiment, the
Dogra Regiment, the Madras
Regiment and so on had
their own distinct ethos,

which was very important
from the military point of
view and which seemed to
have been overlooked, he
said.

Mr. Singh, a military his-
torian, said the present sys-
tem had worked so well all
these years. Besides, it
would be very difficult for
recruits from different cultu-
ral backgrounds to adjust in
a culturally different envi-
ronment that was exclusive
to a particular regiment and
that too within such a short
span of time.

“The existing short-dura-
tion tenure system of seven
and five years is fine, but
four years, which once train-
ing and leave period are ex-
cluded, effectively comes to
less than three years, will
not be workable,” the form-
er Chief Minister said.

disaffection among youth’

Number of those unemployed will keep rising, says BJP MP

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

BJP MP Varun Gandhi, in a
letter to Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, questioned
several provisions of the
new short-term, contrac-
tual, armed forces recruit-
ment scheme Agnipath, and
expressed apprehensions
that the scheme may give
rise to disaffection among
the youth.

In his letter, Mr. Gandhi
said that in his interactions
with young people, he found
that there were many doubts
in their minds over the pro-
visions of the scheme.

Worry factors

Its short-term (four-year
stint), contractual nature
(with only 25% absorbed in-
to the Indian armed forces
after the four-year term) and

West Bengal spars with
Centre over MGNREGS dues

Will protest if funds are not released soon, says Trinamool

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Centre and the Trina-
mool Congress-ruled West
Bengal government had a
run-in on Thursday over
pending Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) dues of 7,130
crore of the State that the Un-
ion government has kept
pending for the past five
months.

The Trinamool said that if
the funds are not released at
the earliest, the party will
have to take the andolan
(protest) route, while Union
Rural Development Minister
Giriraj Singh has claimed that
the Centre stepped in after
the State refused to comply
with  the  programme’s
guidelines.

CBI to probe ‘losses’ in
leasing out enemy assets

Searches carried out at 40 locations

DEVESH K PANDEY
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has regis-
tered four separate cases
on allegations that huge
losses to the exchequer was
caused by leasing out
prime-value land under the
Custodian of Enemy Pro-
perty for India (CEPI) on
forged documents. Search-
es have been carried out at
40 locations.

Two separate cases in-
volve 22 accused persons,
including officials of the
Custodian of Enemy Pro-
perty department. As al-
leged, 54-hectares of com-
mercial land located in
Uttar Pradesh’s Sitapur, Ba-
rabanki and Lucknow were
leased out at nominal rates
in favour of the lessees
through manipulation.

One case relates to some
CEPI officials posted in
Lucknow and Delhi con-

spiring with the beneficiar-
ies and leasing out large
tracts of prime high value
land; forging and manipu-
lating lease agreements in
their favour; granting lease
without any agreement;
regularising  occupation
without the government’s
approval; waiving lease ren-
tal arrears; and doing un-
authorised  out-of-court
settlements.

On Thursday, in both the
cases, the agency conduct-
ed searches at 19 locations
in Lucknow, Barabanki,
Delhi and Kolkata.

In the other two cases, 31
accused persons — includ-
ing public servants — have
been arraigned for alleged-
ly conspiring to lease out
prime high-value land,
measuring about 17 hec-
tares, in Uttar Pradesh’s
Noida Extension, Gautam
Buddh Nagar, Ghaziabad,
Kasganj and other places.

A delegation of Trinamool
MPs led by its Lok Sabha
floor leader, Sudip Bandho-
padhyay, met Mr. Singh on
Thursday. In a memorandum
to Mr. Singh, the Trinamool
has claimed that the money
has not been released des-
pite “proper submission of
accounts with utilisation cer-
tificates by the State govern-
ment for funds received ear-
lier under the MGNREGA”.

The party said the Centre
did not respond to any letters
sent by the State govern-
ment. “People working un-
der this scheme who are sup-
posed to be paid wages by
the Centre have not been get-
ting it for the past six months
because the State govern-
ment has not received any
funds from the Centre. Our
Chief Minister has also sent

two letters to the Prime Mi-
nister dated May 12 and June
9 on the issue. Under the Act,
we cannot deny them pay-
ment for more than 15 days
and despite that their wages
are being stalled,” said Mr.
Bandhopadhyay, adding that
the Minister promised a res-
ponse to the memorandum
within 48 hours.

Meanwhile, Mr. Singh re-

jected the Trinamool’s con-

tention and blamed it for not

following the guidelines
which all other States are ad-
hering to.

He said, “The funds for
West Bengal has been with-
held because they do not
comply to the MGNREGA gui-
delines, they have no inde-
pendent social auditor to en-
sure  transparency and
accountability. ”

Varun Gandhi

no provision for pension
were some of the issues that
Mr. Gandhi said worried the
youth.

“As 75% of soldiers will be-
come ‘unemployed’ after
four years and their total
numbers will keep rising ev-
ery year, it will give rise to
more disaffection among the
youth,” Mr. Gandhi said.

He asked about the pros-

pects for these retired sol-
diers when the corporate
sector had not shown much
interest in hiring even the
regular military personnel
who retired after 15 years.

Financial hardship
“Four years of service will
disrupt their education, and
they will also face difficulties
in getting another job or
more education as they will
be older to others with simi-
lar qualification,” he said,
adding “they will face finan-
cial hardship as well”.
“These soldiers with only
six-month basic training
may be a cause of disruption
to the existing regimental
formations,” he added, also
stating that the low number
of regular absorption of Ag-
niveer will only result in the
waste of training costs.

Bilawal makes pitch for
engagement with India

‘Pak. already internationally isolated

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on
Thursday made a strong
pitch for re-engaging with
India, saying cutting ties
with New Delhi would not
serve the country’s interests
as Islamabad was already
“internationally  isolated
and disengaged”.
Addressing the Founding
Day ceremony at the Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies in
Islamabad, Mr. Zardari said:
“Pakistan and India have a
long history of war, conflict.
Today, where we have se-

rious disputes, the events of

August 2019 cannot be ta-
ken lightly.”

Mr. Zardari asked those
present at the event wheth-
er cutting ties with India
was serving Pakistan’s inter-
ests. “That I, as Foreign Mi-

ASEAN-India meet discusses

remarks on Prophet informally

Singapore Foreign Minister flags need to flay hate speech

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

The controversy over the de-
rogatory comments about
Prophet Muhammed was
discussed “informally” dur-
ing the 24th ASEAN-India
ministerial meeting, Foreign
Minister of Singapore Vivian
Balakrishnan said on Thurs-
day.

The 10-member South-
east Asian grouping has
countries such as Indonesia
and Malaysia that have con-
demned the remarks made
by Nupur Sharma and Na-
veen Kumar Jindal, who
were sacked as BJP spokes-
persons over the remarks.

“This episode is another
stark reminder why we need
to be careful and why we
need to strongly reject hate
speech, incendiary speech,
speech which incites or ag-
gravates, or causes insult or

division within societies,”
said Mr. Balakrishnan, who
described the comments as
“a delicate subject”.

Minister meets Nadda
In an unusual turn, Mr. Ba-
lakrishnan met BJP presi-
dent J.P. Nadda on Wednes-
day where a wide range of
issues were discussed. The
visiting Minister mentioned
Singapore’s  strict laws
against hate speech, and
said the country was “on the
right track”. “And so long as
we remember that and treat
each other with respect, we
can live and let live. In fact,
we can live well as a cohe-
sive, multiracial, multi-reli-
gious, multilingual society,”
Mr. Balakrishnan was quot-
ed as saying by a leading on-
line channel of Singapore.
The ASEAN has Indone-
sia, the largest Muslim-ma-

jority country in the world,
as its member. Malaysia and
Brunei are two other Mus-
lim-majority members of
ASEAN. The rest of the mem-
ber countries, Singapore in-
cluded, have minority Mus-
lim population.

Barring Myanmar, all the
countries were represented
at the level of the Foreign Mi-
nisters at the meeting. Myan-
mar was represented by the
Embassy officials in Delhi.
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said the Ukraine
crisis had added to the post-
pandemic uncertainties and
contributed to rising prices
of a wide range of items such
as fertilizers and energy. The
meeting skipped mention of
the Rohingya crisis and the
military crackdown in Myan-
mar, but praised India-
ASEAN cooperation to fight
transnational crimes.

»

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

nister of Pakistan, as the re-
presentative of my country,
not only don’t speak to the
Indian government but I al-
so don’t speak to the Indian
people. Is that the best way
to communicate or achieve
Pakistan’s objective,” the
Minister asked.

He blamed the previous
government’s flawed poli-
cies because of which Pakis-
tan “is internationally isolat-
ed and internationally
disengaged”.

SC judge flown
to Delhi after
falling ill

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Supreme Court judge Jus-
tice M.R. Shah was airlifted
to Delhi from Himachal
Pradesh after he expe-
rienced discomfort in the
chest.

The judge later ap-
peared in a short video to
say that his condition was
stable.

“By the grace of God, I
am okay and stable. Noth-
ing to worry. I am reaching
Delhi and you can see me.
You can watch. By the
grace of God, I had the
‘darshan’ yesterday and
the day before... I am leav-
ing with all blessings to me
and my family. God bless
everybody, and me also,”
Justice Shah said in the
video.

CJI visited to Justice M R
Shah at Escort Hospital
New Delhi. He enquired
about the health of Justice
Shah from Doctors.

M ND-NDE
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Congress to contest validity of ED’s case Congress MPs complain to

Party says the agency proceeded with the investigation against Sonia and Rahul without an FIR

DEVESH K. PANDEY
ABHINAY LAKSHMAN
NEW DELHI

The issue of whether the En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
can register a money laun-
dering case even in the ab-
sence of a first information
report (FIR) is all set to be
brought before the court in
the National Herald case.
The Congress has contended
that the agency is proceed-
ing without an FIR for the
scheduled offence under the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act.

Now, the point of conten-
tion of the defence before
the competent court would
be whether the agency was
empowered under the PMLA
to register the Enforcement
Case Information Report
(ECIR) without an FIR, se-
nior advocate Ramesh Gup-
ta, who has represented the
Congress leaders in the case,
said.

The ED’s initial position
over seven years ago was
that an FIR was mandatory
to register an ECIR. Howev-
er, sources said, it was over-
turned by a subsequent cir-

ECIR took cognisance of charges against YIL, Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi. =ei

cular that allowed the
agency to do without it in
matters where a magistrate
had taken cognisance of a
scheduled offence, in line
with what the complainant
in the case, BJP leader Subra-
manian Swamy, has argued.
According to documents
reviewed by The Hindu, the
agency in January 2015 con-
cluded that “... for register-
ing the Enforcement Case In-
formation Report (ECIR), the
requirement of First Infor-
mation Report (FIR), under
Section 154 of Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure, 1973 and its
forwarding to a Magistrate
under Section 157 of Code of

Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2
0f 1974), is essential”.

The issue at hand was “re-
gistration of Enforcement
Case Information Report
(ECIR), in respect of Sche-
duled Offence case where
the Magistrate has taken cog-
nisance but First Informa-
tion Report (FIR) has not
been registered...”.

However, the initial posi-
tion of the agency was over-
turned within months, later
paving the way for an ECIR
about nine months ago after
a court took cognisance of
charges against Young In-
dian Ltd. (YIL), Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi, Rahul

Jairam Ramesh to head merged
communication wing of Congress

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Jairam Ramesh will head the
Congress’ merged commu-
nication wing, including so-
cial and digital media, the

party  announced on
Thursday.

The merger of different
media departments to

create a unified new entity is
the first major organisation-
al change to be implemented
after the Chintan Shivir held
last month.

Naresh Patel not to join
politics; focus only on

A statement issued by
general secretary (organisa-
tion) K.C. Venugopal said
that Mr. Ramesh, 68, will be
the All India Congress Com-
mittee general secretary in
charge of Communication,
Publicity and Media includ-
ing Social and Digital Media.

The former chairman of
the media department, Ran-
deep Surjewala, has been re-
lieved of his responsibilities
as the media department
head but will continue as the

general secretary of party af-
fairs in Karnataka, a State
where elections are due in
mid-2023.

Mr. Ramesh has been
brought in as the head at a
time when the party is fac-
ing an unprecedented politi-
cal crisis.

Former party chief Rahul
Gandhi had admitted that if
there was one area where
the BJP outsmarted the Con-
gress, it was the ability to
communicate.

Gandhi and others, based on
Dr. Swamy’s court com-
plaint. Earlier, having filed
the complaint before a ma-
gistrate’s court in Delhi’s Pa-
tiala House in February 2013,
Dr. Swamy wrote to the ED in
July 2014, seeking a money-
laundering investigation.

Dr. Swamy’s complaint al-
leged that assets of Associat-
ed Journals Ltd. (AJL) were
fraudulently acquired by the
not-for-profit company YIL,
in which Ms. Gandhi and her
son owned a 38% stake each.

The YIL paid %50 lakh for
getting the rights to recover
the ¥90-crore debt the AJL
owed to the Congress on ac-
count of interest-free loans
given by the party from
2000 to 2011, as alleged.

Income Tax order

Now, the ED is continuing
with its investigation even as
the trial court proceedings in
Dr. Swamy’s complaint have
been stayed by the Delhi
High Court, which is in the
middle of deciding whether
an Income-Tax Assessment
Order (AO) from 2017 can be
introduced as evidence.

Dr. Swamy had filed an ap-
plication to introduce this
AO in his case during his
cross-examination, saying it
corroborated the allegations
in his complaint. The court
had agreed but held that this
could happen only after his
cross-examination.

Challenging this decision,
Dr. Swamy had approached
the Delhi High Court with a
request to stay the trial court
proceedings until it was de-
cided whether the AO could
be introduced immediately.
The stay was granted.

Amid this, the ED ap-
proached the special court
hearing Dr. Swamy’s case on
April 30, with an application
seeking certified copies of In-
come Tax Department docu-
ments, which, sources said,
included the tax proceedings
and investigation underta-
ken for issuing the above-
mentioned AO. The special
court listed the matter for
next hearing on May 30.

On May 30, the ED ap-
peared in court only to sub-
mit that it had now acquired
the papers and withdrew its
application.

‘Rahul’s interrogation is a
- message to Opposition’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Subjecting former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi to
extended hours of question-
ing by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate is an intimidatory
tactic, D. Raja, general se-
cretary of the Communist
Party of India, said on
Thursday.

Mr. Raja said the ED’s in-
vestigations should be seen
as a message to the rest of
the Opposition.

“Mr. Gandhi belongs to
the country’s oldest politi-
cal party and the lead Oppo-
sition force. By calling him
again and again for ques-
tioning and detaining him
for extended hours, the go-
vernment simply is sending
out a message to every Op-
position party in the coun-
try that if they oppose the
government, they too have
to brace themselves to face
similar measures,” Mr. Raja
added.

Speaker against Delhi Police

ED may postpone questioning of Rahul Gandhi to Monday

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Congress MPs called on the
Lok Sabha Speaker and the
Rajya Sabha Chairman on
Thursday to register protest
against Delhi Police person-
nel who allegedly treated
them like “terrorists” even
as former party chief Rahul
Gandhi wrote to the Enfor-
cement Directorate (ED)
seeking postponement of his
Friday questioning to next
week.

Reports said the agency is
likely to put off the question-
ing to Monday, though no
formal communication has
been received.

While the State units of
the Congress took out prot-
est marches to the Raj Bha-
vans in every State, a delega-
tion of senior leaders is
likely to call on the President
on Friday to highlight the
Delhi Police’s “high-hand-
ed” behaviour.

Earlier in the day, Leader
of the Opposition in the Ra-
jya  Sabha  Mallikarjun
Kharge led a delegation to
Chairman M. Venkaiah Nai-
du, while Lok Sabha leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
led one to Speaker Om Birla.

They alleged that their
privileges as MPs had been
breached and demanded
lawful action against the Del-
hi Police and handed over a
pen drive containing videos
of the alleged harassment by
police personnel.

Names two officials

Lok Sabha member S. Jothi-
mani formally wrote to the
Speaker, naming two offi-
cials for violating her privi-
lege of being an MP by “bru-
tally assaulting her and
tearing her clothes” as ex-
cessive force was used.

Congress workers during a protest against the Enforcement

i)

Directorate's interrogation of Rahul Gandhi. =pri

Since June 13, Congress
leaders and MPs have been
staging demonstrations
against the ED for question-
ing Mr. Gandhi in an alleged

money laundering case
linked to the National Her-
ald case.

“The manner in which
the police have treated us,
looks as if we are all terro-
rists,” Mr. Chowdhury told
presspersons.

“The Modi and Amit Shah
government is turning this
Amrit kaal into a poison
kaal? Have there never been
agitations and we are only
trying to put across our side
peacefully in a Gandhian
way?” he asked.

‘Mental torture’

Mr. Kharge said they had
told the Chairman that MPs
were taken to police stations
as the Delhi Police wanted
“to harass and mentally tor-
ture the MPs and violate
their privileges”.

“We wanted the Chair-
man to take note of this and
take action. We want this be
treated as a privilege notice
and it is the right of the
Chairman to defend us for
violation of our rights and

ask them how MPs were de-
tained. The Chairman said
he will examine this and get
details of the incidents,” he
said.

Leaders commented on
reports in a section of the
media that Mr. Gandhi had
put the onus of all financial
dealings regarding National
Herald on late Motilal Vohra
during his questioning.

“The ED cannot leak its
version of the investigation,”
Mr. Chidambaram said.

“The fact that the ED has
leaked selected parts of the
investigation according to
their understanding clearly
establishes bias and prejud-
ice,” he added.

Rajya Sabha member Vi-
vek Tankha served a “cease
and desist” notice to Home
Minister Amit Shah, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man and Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju, asking them to stop
using the ED as a tool to “set-
tle political scores and
spread false narratives”.

Mr. Gandhi wrote to the
ED to postpone his question-
ing citing ill-health of his
mother Sonia Gandhi, who
is undergoing treatment for
post-COVID issues.

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY £A NG EANETE

Tender No: 19/2022-23/KWA/PHC/TVLA, 20/2022-23/KWA/PHC/TVLA

E2 RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LTD

Patidar community

(1) JUM - 5th SLSSC - RWSS to Cherukole, Naranganam & Ranni (part) Grama Panchayaths- Supplying
and Laying Distribution lines, RWPM, CWPM and providing 8915 FHTCs in various wards including road
restoration works. (2) JUM - 5th SLSSC - WSS to Pandalam Thekkekkara & Thumpamon Panchayaths -
Supplying & Laying CWGM 300mm DIK9 pipe from existing OHSR at Chiranickal to OHSR at Keerukuzhi,
200mm DI K-9 CWGM from OHSR at Keerukuzhi to OHSR at Malappuram, 200mm DI K-9 CWPM from
OHSR at Keerukuzhi to OHSR at Ayanikkoottam, Paranthal, Distribution network and providing

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

5775FHTCs in Pandalam Thekkekkara & Thumpamon Panchayaths. EMD: Rs.500000/- Each. Tender
fee: Rs.16800/- each. Last Date for submitting Tender: 05-07-2022, 02:00 pm. Phone : 0469-2600162.
Website: www.kwa.kerala.gov.in - www.etenders kerala.gov.in

KWA-JB-GL-6-370-2022-23

Superintending Engineer, PH Circle, Pathanamthitta

Prominent Patidar community leader Na-
resh Patel on Thursday announced that he is
not joining politics or any political party
ahead of the Gujarat Assembly election. He

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

INVITATION OF BIDS - TWO COVER - ITEMWAR TENDER SYSTEM

(E-Submission) - SHORT TERM- Third Call -

ended the suspense over his joining any par-

01/ F. CWSS to 22 habitations/SDO II/ CW /2022/Dt : 14.06.2022

Jal Jeevan Mission 2021-22

Registered Class | Bidders (Civil)

The Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, Madurai - 625 007

ty as the Bharatiya Janata Party, the Con- IFB No.
gress and the Aam Aadmi Party in the State Fund
were trying to welcome him into their fold. Eligibility

On Thursday, he told presspersons in Raj- Tender Invitee
kot that he has postponed joining politics Sale of Bid

respecting the feelings of the community el-

17.06.2022 to 01.07.2022 upto 17.45 hours

ders who advised him to focus on his com-

EMD Payable at

Executive Engineer, Urban Division, Tirunelveli

TR ISR A AR ()

FHE: B-423 feti: 09.06.2022
Faferar | W 03/2022-23
NIB CODE: PWD2223A0677
TR & TO9H HEId F 3 F v/ Tea) e iy s s
(v ot = 6t v S frame st B SoeR Aft § deie daet
H fuffea woat & g5t 2 %, Formart srgwife @ it 7 3217.00 TE
2, % fou §-2oafon wiwm 3 oifema ffaerd st &t o #)
fafere Wi ErEEE OF ATOETE FH | 15.06.2022, WA: 11.00 FHH
%t ariiE & T 07.07.2022, T 06.00 T T
UBN No.: PWD2223WLOB02413 and PWD2223WLOB02414
fafae & wwafag ave faar ve fafam seass Seme “www .eproc.
rajasthan.gov.in” T “www sppp.rajasthan.gov.in” T e W v #
wyegui ffear W “www eproc.rajasthan.gov.in” W sifema aafea

Ecut (farwra gom =) . W srfiran
areafa famio fersm, wvm-fida s
DIPR/C/8072/2022 AR AT

NIT No. 06, 07 & 08/2022-23

BIDs in prescribed format from Bidders registered in A or AA class in Central/State
Govt.departments/undertakings and registered in appropriate class in RVPNL in this
Zone/Circle/Division under the jurisdictions of XEN (CIVIL) Jaipur, Alwar and
Bharatpur are hereby invited for the work described in NIT No. 06/2022-23, NIT No.
07/2022-23 having Sr. No. 01 and NIT No. 08/2022-23 having Sr. No. 01 to 15. All
information regarding BID are available on http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
www.rvpn.co.in and http://sppp.raj.nic.in.

UBN :- VPN2223WSOB00481, VPN2223WSOB00489 to VPN2223WSOB00501 (13)

VPN2223WSOB00504 to VPN2223WSOBO00506 (3)

Raj.Samwad/C/22/3573 RRVPN/TR-5491/2022 S. E. (Civil), RVPN, Jaipur

munity and social services.

Available website

E-Tendering website www.tntenders.gov.in

Pre Bid meeting

24.06.2022 at 11.00 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee

PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY

K@l e-TENDER CALL NOTICE

Bid Submission

02.07.2022 before 15.00 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee.
Digitally signed encrypted Tenders through E-Tendering website
www.tntenders.gov.in

Name of the work :- “Supply,
Installation, Commissioning and

04.07.2022 at 15.30 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee through

Chief Medical Officer, PPA
PPA/PR/164/22-23, Dtd.16.06.2022

DIPR/ 2849 ITENDER/2022
SAVE WATER, CONSERVE WATER, EVERY DROP COUNTS

Comprehensive Maintenance (for 5 Bid opening E-Tendering website

years) of HVAC System, & UVGI in

Airborne Respiratory Infection Isolation Approximate Bid
Ward, Emergency Department, and SI. value of work i
Operation Theatre in PPA Hospital, No. Name of work (Rs.in Crore Security
Paradip Port on Turn-Key Basis”. : incl d GST (Rs.in lakhs)
Estimated cost:Rs.1,09,49,015.00 including GST)
e oy onhy Lt tata s fime Providing CWSS to 22 habitations in Manur

of submission of bid : dt.23.06.2022 1 Un!on of T|runelveI|. District including 13.50 1015
up to 17:00 Hrs. Refer our website for maintenance for a period of 12 months

details  https://eprocure.gov.in/ (Period of completion — 12 months)

eprocure/app.

Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, Madurai

“Gengmar a5 aaiAND LiCsN, enamar uflis) s usniCurs”

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer, Dasarahalli Division,
Dasarahalli Zone, #2nd and 4th Cross Road, 2nd Main
Road, 3rd Block HMT Layout, near BWSSB Water Tank
Nagasandra (Po) Benglauru - 560 073
No: BBMP/EE/DD/TN/20/2022-23 Dated: 15.06.2022

POSTPONMENT OF TENDER NOTIFICATION
Sub: Regarding Postponement of Tender Notification

Ref: 1. E-procurement Tender Notification of this Office
No: BBMP/EE/DD/TN/20/2021-22, Dated: 24.01.2022.

With reference to the above subject, the tender was
invited, due to technical reasons for item No.27, the
pre-bid meeting, last date for submission of tenders
and opening of technical and financial bid dates are
postponed as mentioned below.

Revised Time Schedule: (1) Pre-bid meeting at office
of the Chief Engineer, Dasarahalli Zone, on 22.06.2022
at 11:00 am. (2) Tender must be submitted online
through e-procurement portal on or before 28.06.2022
upto 4:00 pm. (3) Technical Bids will be opened in the
office of the Executive Engineer, Dasarahalli Division,
BBMP on or after 29.06.2022 at 4:30 pm. (4) Financial
Bids will be opened in the office of the Executive
Engineer, Dasarahalli Division, BBMP on 30.06.2022 at
4:30 pm or after. Sd/- Executive Engineer,

Dasarahalli Division

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Itis to inform the common public that Delhi police has
registered a case vide FIR No. 350/2010 DATED
09/12/2019 U/S-406/420/409/468/471/120-B/34 IPC
& 3/4/5 The Prize Chits and Money Circulation
Scheme (Banning) Act 1978, P.S Crime Branch,
Delhi against the firm/company namely ROSNEFT
HEDGE FUND, RHFGOLDCOIN, EURESCOIN,
JACKPOTMANIA and its promoters/directors
namely Sandeep Kaushik, Sunil Singh Chauhan,
Ashish Malik & Ors. The accused persons cheated
the innocent victims on the pretext of providing 20%
interest/ month on the investment. The investigation
of the case is under progress. If anyone has invested
with the above company and accused persons, he
may join the investigation of the case along with all
the relevant documents/details in the office of
Economic Offences Wing at Mandir Marg, New Delhi,

Ph.No.011-23745317. DP/9333/EOW/22

Government of Kerala
IMPACT Kerala Ltd, Thiruvananthapuram
Ph: 0471-4019877
National Competitive Bidding (E-Tender) Notice
E-Tenders are invited from eligible bidders for the Construction of a Multi species
Modern Slaughter House at Thiruvalla Municipality.

Date of Publishing Tender ~ : 18/06/2022
Date of Pre-bid meeting 1 29/06/2022
Date of Submission of Tender : 17/08/2022
Date of opening of Tender ~ : 22/08/2022

Detailed information on the same can be obtained from the office of IMPACT
Kerala Ltd and in the website: https://impactkerala.lsgkerala.gov.in and
https:/letenders.kerala.gov.in

(RO/01477/D3/2022/1&PRD) Sd/-, Managing Director
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,gég. GOVERNAMENT OF KARNATAKA

~ Water Resource Department

Office of the Executive Engineer, WRDO, No.2 gauging Division,
Bagalkote.

No:WRDO/GD-2/PB/TN/11 HO SITE/2022-23/ 252 Date:14.06.2022
TENDER NOTIFICATION
Item wise tender by e-procurement portal in the
prescribed form for the work Upgradation of existing 11 manual
riverguage stations to Hydrological Observation sites in Northern
Karnataka coming under the jurisdiction of Yermarus Circle by
“Supply, testing, commissioning, operations and maintenance of
continuous discharge flow meters , water level recorders , telemetry
data transmission and integrate with data center located at
Bengaluru, Karnataka”.is invited by the undersigned on behalf of
Governor, Govt of Karnataka, Bangalore from the eligible bidder
under the Head of Account, NHP. The bid is as per National
Competitive Bidding. The amount of Security Deposit as per e-portal
(by e-portal) contactors can access and submission of completed e-
tendering documents from 16-06-2022 to 19.07.2022 upto 15.00
hours in the website http://eproc.karnataka.gov.in. Tender will be
opened on 20-07-2022. Date of prebid Meeting is on 28-06-2022 in
the O/O The Project Director, NHPWRDO,Bengaluru through e-
procurement
For more conditions and details visit website
http://eproc.karnataka.gov.in. OR at undersigned in all working days
during office hours on telephone No. 08354-297367
Sd/-(Raju G Patange )
Executive Engineer, WRDO, No.2 Gauging Division, Baglkot.

DIPR/BGK/RO-NO-147/MCA/2022-23
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No wild polio
strain found,
says official

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Not wild poliovirus but
vaccine-derived poliovirus
(VDPV) was detected in the
environmental surveil-
lance of sewage samples
from Kolkata, a senior
Health Ministry official said
on Thursday. “The genetic
sequencing is done at the
ICMR-National Institute of
Virology, Mumbai, and this
was discussed with the
World Health Organization
(WHO). It can occur in any
country where oral polio
vaccine (OPV) is given,” the
official said.

The Ministry said that
the last time such a VDPV
was detected was in New
Delhi in 2018.

State health officials de-
tected the presence of
VDPV from sewage in Kol-
kata earlier this week. A
VDPYV is a strain of the wea-
kened poliovirus that was
initially included in OPV
and that has changed over
time and behaves more like
the wild or naturally occur-
ring virus.

Officials from Kolkata
added that sewage moni-
toring goes on throughout
the country and this virus
was found in a sample in
Kolkata. “Most likely it has
come from someone’s gut
who is immune deficient
and has since multiplied. It
is not a case of human-to-
human polio transfer,” said
State health authorities.

According to the WHO,
Poliomyelitis (polio) is a
highly infectious viral dis-
ease that largely affects
children under five years.
The virus is transmitted
person-to-person and
spread mainly through the
faecal-oral route or, less
frequently, by a common
vehicle (contaminated wa-
ter or food) and multiplies
in the intestine, from
where it can invade the
nervous system and cause
paralysis. Of the three
strains of wild poliovirus,
type 2 and 3 strains have
been globally eradicated.
As on 2020, wild poliovirus
type 1 affects two countries
— Pakistan and Afghanis-
tan, according to the WHO.

NTAGI recommends reducing
booster dose gap to 6 months

Panel says not enough data for decision to begin vaccination of those below 12

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Standing Technical Sub-
Committee (STSC) of the Na-
tional Technical Advisory
Group on Immunisation
(NTAGI) on Thursday recom-
mended reducing the gap
between the second and pre-
caution doses of COVID-19
vaccines from the current
nine months to six, official
sources said.

The committee said the
Health Ministry would take
the final call on the recom-
mendation soon.

The government advisory
panel, which met on Thurs-
day, reviewed the findings of
a study by the Christian Med-
ical College (CMC) in Vellore
on the feasibility of allowing
as precaution dose a COVID
vaccine different from the

one used for primary
vaccination.
The panel members

found a lack of uniformity in
results upon mixing of jabs

Preventive measures: A file photo of a beneficiary getting a

booster dose of COVID-19 vaccine in New Delhi. =r.v. MoorTHY

for booster shots, and stated
that no recommendation for
it can be made as of now.
The CMC study was on Cov-
ishield and Covaxin.

The threat of monkeypox
and the requirement of vac-
cination were also discussed
in the meeting of the panel
of the NTAGI, the sources
said.

“However, the members
were of the view that a
strong surveillance is what is
required as of now. No case

of monkeypox has been de-
tected in the country till
now,” one of the sources
said.

The panel also reviewed
data on Covaxin and Corbe-
vax vaccines for the six-12
age group.

“The members opined
that data of COVID burden
and mortality among chil-
dren is not robust enough to
take any decision to begin
vaccination of those below 12
years,” the source said.

People throng petrol pumps
after rumours of shortage

J&K administration denies fuel shortage in Srinagar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

An unprecedented rush was
witnessed at petrol pumps
across Srinagar on Thurs-
day, following rumours of a
shortage of fuel and a likely
crisis in the coming days in
the country.

Several petrol pumps
were unable to cope with the
rush. Long queues were ob-
served in Srinagar since
morning. “We had to inform
the police about the unpre-
cedented rush and seek se-
curity,” said a petrol pump
employee in the city.

The crowds forced the
J&K administration to inter-
vene and put the rumours to
rest. “There is no shortage of
fuel in Kashmir. There is no

Patient wait: People standing in a long queue at a petrol
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station in Srinagar on Thursday. =nissAR AHMAD

need to panic. People can re-
fill at Indian Oil Corporation
Ltd. and Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd.,” Division-
al Commissioner P.K. Pole
said.

Hindustan Oil Corpora-
tion Ltd. would also have
sufficient stock of petrol and
diesel by Thursday evening.
People must not pay heed to
rumours, he added.

U.S. to fund 3 Indian research institutions

It announces $122 million to address challenges posed by infectious diseases

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON

The United States has an-
nounced a funding of $122
million to top three Indian
medical research institu-
tions to prevent avoidable
epidemics, enable early de-
tection of disease threats
and effect rapid and effective
response.

The total funding of
$122,475,000 will, over a pe-
riod of five years, be distri-
buted to the three top Indian
health research institutions

— Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), National
Institute of Virology and Na-
tional Institute of
Epidemiology.

‘One health’ approach

Announced by the Centres
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) on Wednes-
day, the fund will accelerate
the progress towards an In-
dia, which is safe and secure
from infectious disease
threats, through ICMR insti-
tutions’ focus on emerging

and re-emerging pathogens,
a media release said.

Prominent among these
include detecting and con-
trolling zoonotic disease out-
breaks through a ‘one
health’ approach; evaluating
vaccine safety monitoring
systems; capacitating the pu-
blic health workforce in field
epidemiology and outbreak
response; and combating an-
timicrobial resistance.

The CDC said the ICMR is
in a unique position to con-
duct this work as it was origi-

nally established as an apex
body for the formulation,
coordination and promotion
of biomedical research in In-
dia, and has taken up most
of the laboratory-based sur-
veillance of infectious dis-
eases in recent years.

Eligibility for funding be-
ginning September 30, 2022
is limited to ICMR, and ICMR
institutions, including the
National Institute of Virolo-
gy, Pune, and the National
Institute of Epidemiology,
Chennai.

India’s drug regulator in
April this year had granted
emergency use authorisa-
tion for Biological E’s CO-
VID-19 vaccine Corbevax for
those aged five to 12 and Bha-
rat Biotech’s Covaxin for
children in the age group of
six to 12.

The STSC members were
learnt to have also agreed on
the administration of an ad-
ditional third dose for renal
transplant patients before
the precaution dose.

“In the meeting today,
members also agreed on re-
ducing the gap between the
second and the precaution
doses of COVID-19 vaccines
from the current nine
months to six months on the
basis of scientific evidence
and data,” the source said.

Currently, all those above
the age of 18 who have com-
pleted nine months after the
administration of the second
dose are eligible for the pre-
caution dose.

Unemployment rate dips in
first quarter of 2022: survey

Rate for urban areas decreased to 8.2% in the first quarter

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) has reported
that the unemployment rate
for urban areas has de-
creased to 8.2% in January-
March 2022 from 8.7% in the
previous quarter (October-
December 2021) and 9.3% in
the same quarter in 202I.
The survey report, released
here on Thursday, defines
unemployment rate as the
percentage of unemployed
persons among the labour
force.

On Tuesday, the National
Statistics Organisation (NSO)
released the survey results
for 2020-21, which saw a de-
crease of 0.6 percentage
points in unemployment
rate that reached 4.2%, com-
pared to 4.8% in 2019-20.

The quarterly survey re-
sults for January-March of
this year said the unemploy-
ment rate among girls and
women aged 15 and above in
urban areas declined to
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Bleak future: A file photo of a group of people sittingin a

street in Delhi waiting for work. =GeTTy IMAGES

10.1% from 11.8% a year ago.
It was 10.5% in the previous
quarter. The opening up of
workplaces after the lock-
downs seems to have had an
impact on the unemploy-
ment rate. The unemploy-
ment rate among men fell to
to 7.7% compared with 8% in
the corresponding quarter
of the previous year and
8.3% in the previous quarter.

The labour force partici-
pation rate in Current Week-
ly Status (CWS) in urban
areas declined to 47.3% in
the January-March quarter
of 2022. It was 47.5% during

January-March 2021 and
47.3% during October-De-
cember 2021. Labour force is
defined as the part of the
population which supplies
or offers to supply labour for
pursuing economic activities
for the production of goods
and services and, therefore,
includes both employed and
unemployed persons.

The worker population ra-
tio in CWS in urban areas
was 43.4% in January-March
2022, which showed an in-
crease from 43.1% in Janu-
ary-March 2021 and 43.2% in
October-December 2021.

New LPG connections turn dearer

Security deposit for cylinder increased; customers need to set aside 850 more

N. RAVIKUMAR
HYDERABAD

New domestic liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG) connec-
tions now cost an additional
%850 with Indian QOil, Bharat
Petroleum and Hindustan
Petroleum increasing the
one-time security deposit
that households need to pay
towards the cylinder and
pressure regulator effective
June 16.

The deposit has been in-
creased from 1,450 to
32,200 for a 14.2-kg single cy-
linder connection, while for
the pressure regulator, the
increase is from 150 to
3250. For customers in
northeastern States, the rate
has been revised to 32,000
(1,150) for the cylinder and
%200 (R100) for the pressure
regulator.

Households opting for

On the rise I With LPG prices already high, new

consumers have been burdened with an increase in deposits

for connections

SECURITY DEPOSIT RATES (Z/ UNIT)

N. E. Rest of N. E. Rest of
States India States India
14.2 kg cylinder 1,150 1,450 2,000 2,200
5 kg cylinder 800 800 1,150 1,150
Pressure regulator 100 150 200 250
double cylinder connections in the security deposit

will have to pay an additional
security deposit, of the same
amount, towards the second
cylinder. There is no change

(borne by the oil companies)
for Prime Minister’s Ujjwala
Yojana customers. However,
if those customers opt for

two cylinder, they need to
pay the revised charges, ac-
cording to an official com-
munication on the new rates
to LPG distributors.

The oil companies have al-
so increased the security de-
posit for customers register-
ing for 5-kg cylinder
connection. Consequently,
penal charges that house-
holds need to pay in the
event of losing the equip-
ment and the tariff applica-
ble for damage have also
been raised.

The increase in the secur-
ity deposit, which was re-
vised last in October 2012
and undertaken now in the
wake of higher steel prices,
is bound to raise hackles as it
comes on the backdrop of a
series of upward revision in
the LPG price since Decem-
ber.

Gurkhas hurt after ‘non-Indian’ snub

All-India Women Conference rejects the community’s programme for Azadi’ event

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Gurkha organisations have
slammed the All-India Wo-
men Conference (AIWC) for
rejecting the community’s
programme for an “Azadi ka
Amrut Mahotsav” event after
labelling ‘Nepali’ a “non-In-
dian” language.

AIWC executive member
Chandra Prabha Pandey on
June 9 sent out a note seek-
ing contributions from its re-
gional chapters for the pro-
posed “Azadi” celebrations.

The requirement was pa-
triotic songs and dances per-
formed in regional
languages.

But when artists from
West Bengal’s Kalimpong
district sent in their contri-
butions, Ms. Pandey alleged-
ly told them that the AIWC
could not showcase perfor-
mances in “non-Indian lan-
guages”.

The AIWC’s Kalimpong se-
cretary, Aruna Pradhan,
tried to reason with Ms. Pan-
dey but she insisted that the

national anthem in “Nepali,
not a language from India”
was unacceptable. Ms. Pan-
dey indicated that the Gurk-
has were migrants and thus
not eligible for performing at
an event for Indians.

“By claiming that Nepali is
not an Indian language, and
not allowing performances
in Nepali language, the ATWC
has shown deliberate racism
against the Gurkha commun-
ity of our nation,” Darjeeling
MP Raju Bista said.

“Perhaps, the ATWC mem-

bers are unaware that our
Gurkha ancestors have
played a vital role in ensur-
ing India’s Independence,”
he added.

In a meeting of its core
committee held virtually on
June 15, the Bharatiya Gork-
ha Yuva Parisangh decided
to take up the issue legally if
Ms. Pandey did not apolo-
gise in the public domain
within 24 hours of publica-
tion of its statement and in
person in the next AIWC
meeting.
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Butter and pot symbolism

The real purpose of Lord Narayana’s leelas is not to amuse
us, but to symbolically present to us matters of deep philo-
sophical importance. There is a message for us even in His
butter thieving, said V.S. Karunakarachariar in a discourse.
Why did Krishna steal butter? It was to indicate that since we
are reluctant to surrender to Him totally, He will have to
grab our attention and ensure that we surrender to Him.
The butter thieving was like a sort of practice for Him, to la-
ter steal our hearts. But Krishna did not merely eat stolen
butter, but He also broke the pots that had contained butter.
What was the need for this? Here too, there is a symbolism.
Just as the pots were the containers for the butter, so are our
bodies the dwelling places for the atma. By breaking the
pots, Krishna showed that once He had captured our hearts,
He would break our connection to the body forever. In other
words, there would be no more births for us.

This snatching of our hearts by the Lord is seen in the way
He wed Rukmini. Rukmini had five brothers, goes the story.
Why not any other number? The reason was that we have
five indriyas, and they keep us from getting close to the
Lord. If Rukmini is taken as representative of the jivatma,
then it is her five brothers who keep this jivatma from reach-
ing Lord Krishna — the Paramatma. Although Rukmini
wants to marry Krishna, her five brothers make other plans
for her. They choose Sisupala as her husband and want to
keep Krishna away from her. That is precisely what our in-
driyas do. They take us down every path, except the right
one, and keep us from thinking of the Lord. Hence they pre-
vent us from being liberated. A willing Rukmini is abducted
by Lord Krishna, showing the capturing of our hearts by the

Lord, to liberate us.
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India better placed to avoid
risk of stagflation: RBI officials

Domestic economic activity is gaining strength, write authors of Bulletin article

MARKET WATCH

16-06-2022 % CHANGE

Sensex 51,496 -1.99
US Dollar 78.10 0.15
Gold 50,602 0.59
Brent oil 119.51 -0.45
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 681.70......-22.05
Apollo Hosp 3663.65 59.05
Asian Paints 2657.45 -3.70
Axis Bank 634.90.....-15.60
Bajaj Auto 3658.20.....-39.90
Bajaj Finserv 11471.90.. -337.80
Bajaj Finance 5283.90.. -201.05
Bharti Airtel 654.20......-27.90
BPCL 311.65 -2.35
Britannia Ind 3390.40 5.00
Cipla 940.95......-27.85
Coal India 179.90.....-10.15
Divis Lab 3564.90.....-16.20
Dr Reddys Lab 4287.50 48.00
Eicher Motors 2652.50.....-67.60
Grasim Ind 1285.05......-46.65
HCL Tech 964.95......-24.95
HDFC 2056.50.....-48.95
HDFC Bank 1281.30.....-26.15
HDFC Life 570.55 -9.20
Hero MotoCorp 2519.05....-86.25
Hindalco 336.10......-21.40
Hind Unilever 2146.70, 0.15
ICICI Bank 678.50 -8.75
Indusind Bank 809.60......-33.70
Infosys 1397.20 25.00
ITC 260.70 -2.70
JSW Steel 545.85 17.15
Kotak Bank 1675.80......-60.85
L&T 1527.40 32.95
M&M 1005.25......-20.25
Maruti Suzuki 7833.60.....-19.85
Nestle India Ltd. ... 16874.00...... 71.70
NTPC 142.95 -5.20
ONGC 143.55 -7.85
PowerGrid Corp 216.35 -5.90
Reliance Ind 2560.00......-36.30
SBI Life 1105.15......-20.60
State Bank 441.60. -9.75
Shree Cement 18711.85..-602.35
Sun Pharma 814.60. -7.70
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 724.95 12.80
Tata Motors 392.95 21.15
Tata Steel 901.70 57.85
TCS 3142.00.....-64.30
Tech Mahindra 975.30.....-44.75
Titan 2060.95......-44.10
UltraTech Cement.....5305.25... -148.90
UPL 683.65.....-28.50
Wipro 422.30.....-17.80

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 16

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 77.87....78.19
Euro 81.09.....81.42
British Pound 94.17.....94.56
Japanese Yen (100) .. 58.63 58.89
Chinese Yuan 11.59 11.64
Swiss Franc 79.50.......79.84
Singapore Dollar 56.02 56.27
Canadian Dollar 60.22.......60.47
Malaysian Ringitt 17.68 17.76
Australian Dollar 54.26.....54.49

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRIEF

Sovereign gold bonds
offer to open June 20
MUMBAI

The first tranche of Sovereign
Gold Bond (SGB) for 2022-23
will open for subscription for
five days from June 20, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
said. The RBI further said that
the second tranche (2022-23
Series II) will be available for
subscription during August
22-26.1n 2021-22, SGBs were
issued in 10 tranches for an
aggregate amount of 12,991
crore (27 tonnes). pi

Akasa Air takes delivery
of its first plane

NEW DELHI

Akasa Air on Thursday took
delivery of its first aircraft, a
Boeing 737 MAX, in Seattle,
U.S.A. The aircraft is expected
to land in Delhi on June 21.
This will pave the way for the
airline conducting proving
flights to obtain an air
operator's permit from the
DGCA, allowing it to
commence commercial flights
in the country. The airline is
aiming to start flight
operations next month.

'Contactless payments
grew sixfold in 3 years'
BENGALURU

Contactless payments saw a
sixfold growth in India in the
last three years, as per a Visa
and Worldline India
whitepaper. The highest
adoption of contactless
payments, observed in
sectors such as quick service
restaurants, accelerated with
the impact of the pandemic.
While 25% of all transactions
at supermarkets were
contactless in January 2020,
they rose to 31% by January
2022, the study showed.

RBI raises e-mandate
limit to 15,000

MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
raised the Additional Factor
of Authentication (AFA) limit
from ¥5,000 to ¥15,000 per
transaction for e-mandates
on cards, prepaid payment
instruments and UPI. It
implies that AFA would not
be needed for payment of a
¥15,000 transaction. Under
the e-mandate, an individual
can give standing
instructions to the bank to
debit a specific amount
automatically on a recurring
basis. i
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

India’s economy is better
placed than many other
countries to avoid the risk of
potential stagflation, Re-
serve Bank of India officials
headed by Deputy Governor
Michael D. Patra wrote in an
article in the June edition of
the RBI Bulletin.

“Global economic condi-
tions continued to deterio-
rate as ratcheting up of com-
modity prices and financial
market volatility have led to
heightened uncertainty,” the
officials wrote in ‘State of the
Economy’. “Forecasts of glo-
bal growth and inflation by
various agencies paint a grim
picture and it is increasingly
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Less at risk: War against inflation in advanced economies

complicates the growth-inflation outlook, say officials. =arp

becoming clear that in ad-
vanced economies, the war
against inflation would entail
significant monetary tighten-

ing, complicating  the
growth-inflation  outlook,”
they added.

No choice but to raise
airfares: SpiceJet CMD

‘Centre, States must lower tax on ATF

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Airlines had ‘no choice’ but
to raise fares given the rising
prices of aviation turbine
fuel (ATF), SpiceJet CMD
Ajay Singh said after refiners
yet again raised ATF prices.
“The sharp increase in jet
fuel prices and the deprecia-
tion of the rupee have left
domestic airlines with little
choice but to immediately
raise fares, and we believe
that a minimum 10-15% in-
crease in fares is required,”
Mr. Singh said in a statement
on Thursday. He reiterated
the industry’s demand for a
cut in central and State tax-
es on ATF as prices had ri-
sen 120% since June 2021.
Earlier, the price of ATF
was raised by 16.3% to T1.41
lakh per kilo litre (k) in the

RBI extends
Equitas SFB
MD’s tenure

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has approved a pro-
posal of Equitas Small Fi-
nance Bank (SFB) to reap-
point P.N. Vasudevan as
MD and CEO for a period of
one year from July 23.

In a regulatory filing, the
bank said it had received
RBI's approval for the
reappointment.

On May 19, Mr. Vasude-
van had informed of his de-
sire to step down from the
post as he wanted to work
for his trust and urged the
board to look for a succes-
sor. He also came forward
to help the search commit-
tee in identifying a succes-
sor to take the bank to next
phase of growth.

On Thursday, shares of
the small finance bank
dropped 0.26% to close at
¥38.50 on the BSE.

Ajay Singh

national capital. The price
has been on a tear since Ja-
nuary, when it was 372,062.
In March, IndiGo CEO Ro-
nojoy Dutta had appealed
for ATF to be brought under
the GST regime as the firm
was ‘adversely impacted’ by
the consistent rise in price.
In February, Finance Mi-
nister Nirmala Sitharaman
had said the issue would be
put before the GST Council.

“Emerging market econo-
mies grapple with the global
trade slowdown, capital out-
flows and imported infla-
tion. Some abatement of
supply chain pressures and
relaxation in lockdown mea-

Reserve Bank
lifts curbs on
Mastercard

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBATI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Thursday said it
had lifted business restric-
tions imposed on Master-
card Asia/Pacific Pte. Ltd
following ‘satisfactory
compliance’ with norms.

“In view of the satisfac-
tory compliance demon-
strated by Mastercard Asia
/ Pacific Pte. Ltd. with the
Reserve Bank of India cir-
cular... on Storage of Pay-
ment System Data, the res-
trictions imposed on
on-boarding of new dom-
estic customers have been
lifted with immediate ef-
fect,” the RBI said.

RBI’s curbs on the com-
pany related to customer
additions (debit, credit or
prepaid) onto its card net-
work from July 22, 2021.

Govt. eyes monsoon coal
buffer stock of 40 mt

Current reserves stand at 23 mt: Singh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Centre is gearing up to
raise the stock of coal at
power plants to 40 million
tonne (mt) during the mon-
soon season, Union Power
Minister R.K. Singh said.

Speaking to PTI, the Mi-
nister said right now, there
are reserves of about 22.9
mt at the power plants.

“On April 1, our reserve
stock at power plants was at
24 mt. On April 30, it came
down to 19 mt and on May
15, it came down to 15 mt.

“However, because of
(coal) imports, it has gone
up to about 22.9 mt again,”
the Minister said.

Asked if the government
is planning to raise the buff-
er stock anticipating pro-
duction and supply issues
during the rainy season, he
replied in affirmative.

Continue to see strong

demand: Hyundai’s Garg

Mid-sized SUV Venue gets a facelift

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA
NEW DELHI

South Korean automaker
Hyundai said it was ‘confi-
dent’ of maintaining its posi-
tion as the second-biggest
carmaker in India amid in-
tensifying competition in
the domestic passenger veh-
icle market.

‘Continuous’ strong de-
mand for its products and
the expected resilience of
the Indian economy would
fuel its prospects, said Ta-
run Garg, director-Sales,
Marketing & Service at Hy-
undai Motor India.

Hyundai Motor India,
with an order backlog of
more than 1.2 lakh cars,
would continue to ‘excite
the market with products’
even as the market faced un-
certainty due to geopolitical
challenges, increasing fuel

»

Tarun Garg

prices and rising interest
rates, he said. The firm on
Thursday unveiled a facelift
for its mid-size SUV Venue
with prices starting at ¥7.53
lakh (ex-showroom). The
automaker said it had re-
ceived 15,000 pre-bookings
for the car, and had pending
orders for about 25,000 un-
its for the previous Venue.
The car will compete
with the likes of Maruti Su-
zuki’s Brezza, Tata Motors’
Nexon and Kia’s Sonet.

“This happens every year
during the rainy season.
The domestic coal produc-
tion falls. So, we are prepar-
ing for that. During the
monsoon July-September,
daily demand will come
down to 2.1 mt because the
temperature will drop.

“But, at the same time,
domestic coal supply will al-
so come down. That’s why
this import is happening. I
believe the buffer should be
at least in the range of 40
mt,” the Minister said.

‘Small farms to
be e-tractors’
early adopters’

MINI TEJASWI
BENGALURU

The country’s small farm
sector — with holdings up
to five acres — will be the
early adopters of electric
tractors and handheld
farm equipment, accord-
ing to Antony Cherukara,
CEO, VST Tillers Tractors.

“The country has slowly
started witnessing electrifi-
cation in the small farm
sector and the segment is
expected to adopt a lot of
electric machines in the
near future,” said Mr. Che-
rukara in an interview.

To cash in on the chang-
ing requirements of the
farm sector, the farm
equipment maker said it
would introduce electric
tractors, power tillers and
brush cutters in the domes-
tic and export markets in
the next one or two years.

sures by key industrial hubs
have emerged as silver lin-
ings amidst the dark clouds
looming over the global eco-
nomy,” they observed.
India’s economy, howev-
er, was better placed to skirt
a potential stagflation given
that most constituents of
GDP had surpassed pre-pan-
demic levels, domestic eco-
nomic activity was gaining
strength, and the CPI infla-
tion print for May had re-
corded a decline after seven
months of continuous rise.
“The recovery remained
broadly on track. This de-
monstrates the resilience of
the economy... and the in-
nate strength of macro fun-
damentals,” they wrote.

Sensex falls 2% after Fed
raises rates; rupee recovers

‘Equity markets sceptical about global growth’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Benchmark equity indices in
India slid 2% on Thursday
following the U.S. Federal
Reserve’s move to raise the
policy rate by 75 basis points
to deal with high inflation.

The S&P BSE Sensex fell
1,045.6 points, or 1.99%, to a
52-week low of 51,495.79.

Stocks that declined the
most include Tata Steel
(6.04%), Tech Mahindra
(4.37%), Bharti Airtel (4.11%),
Wipro (4.04%) and IndusInd
Bank (3.96%).

“Initially, the benchmark
opened with an uptick, in
reaction to the rate hike by
the U.S. Fed, which came in
line with the expectation,”
said Ajit Mishra, vice-presi-

%

dent, Research, Religare
Broking.  “However, it
couldn’t sustain for long and
gradually drifted lower as
the day progressed,” he ad-
ded. “Markets are sceptical
about how global economies
would attain growth amid
the aggressive tightening.”
The NSE Nifty-50 index
too plunged 331.55 points, or

WTO said to extend e-com
tariff freeze in provisional deal

Extension until next ministerial meeting, agreement shows

REUTERS
GENEVA
WTO members reached a
provisional deal on Thurs-
day to extend a moratorium
on applying duties to elec-
tronic transmissions until
the next ministerial meet-
ing, likely to be in 2023, two
trade sources involved in the
discussions told Reuters.
The prospect of ending
the moratorium, which has
exempted data flows from
cross-border tariffs since
1998, had raised major con-
cerns among businesses.
Backed by players like the
U.S., the U.K. and the Euro-
pean Union, they argued
that letting it expire would
undermine a global recovery
already threatened by spi-

ralling prices. "We agree to
maintain the current prac-
tice of not imposing customs
duties on electronic trans-
missions until MC13 which
should ordinarily be held by
31 December 2023," the
agreement showed, refer-
ring to the next ministerial
conference. It said the mora-

torium would expire in
March 2024, should the next
conference be postponed.

Members’ nod needed
The provisional deal was
reached in a negotiating
room of the WTO's Geneva
headquarters among a
group of major members
and still needs to be backed
by the body's 164 members.

India, Indonesia, Sri Lan-
ka, Pakistan and South Afri-
ca had threatened to block
an extension earlier in the
five-day ministerial confe-
rence, where deals are also
being sought on fishing, vac-
cines and food security. It
was not immediately clear
what might have made them
change their minds.

2.11%, to 15,360.60.

Vinod Nair, head of Re-
search, Geojit Financial Ser-
vices, said: “Market is catch-
ing up to the reality that
tight monetary policy is the
lone card on the table
[against] lingering high infla-
tion. As a result, the global
economy is bound to slow
down further impacting cor-
porate earnings, as indicat-
ed by the [month-on-month]
fall in U.S. retail sales.”

The rupee recovered
from its record low to close
12 paise higher at 78.10
against the American cur-
rency on Thursday, tracking
the overnight weakness of
the dollar and helped by a
fall in crude oil prices.

(With PTI inputs)

Retail sales
grow 24% over
2019 level: RAI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Retail businesses across In-
dia grew 24% in May this
year against the pre-pan-
demic level of the same
month in 2019, according
to industry body RAL

As per the latest ‘retail
business survey’ by the Re-
tailers Association of India
(RAI), sales in western In-
dia grew by 30% and east-
ern India by 29% com-
pared to the pre-pandemic
sales level in May 2019. Si-
milarly, southern India
posted a rise of 22% and
northern India grew 16%.

RAI CEO Kumar Rajago-
palan said, “It is encourag-
ing to see a steady im-
provement in sales with
23% growth in April and
24% in May as compared to
the pre-pandemic levels.”

IDEAL
FOR AGES

M7 2

4

THIS NEW ACADEMIC YEAR,

GIVe YOUR CHILDREN THE

[
|
i 4. »

ey * N
7 7t
THE HINDU GROUP

&

N

GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE

HINDU |

IN SCHOOL

on Sund;;y
ﬁ__ C

cE 187!

- 7z b {f‘
. . 2

FREE

LIMITED EDITION
SCHOOL BAG BEFORE YOU BUY IT!
WITH AN
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION AT VIEW FLIP

BOOK
VERSION

1299

g

*Actual product may vary | Terms & Conditions apply

M ND-NDE



e THE HINDU
FRIDAY, JUNE 17, 2022

Leaders pledge EU path for Ukraine

French President Macron also promises Kyiv six more powerful truck-mounted artillery guns

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KYIV

The leaders of four Euro-
pean Union nations visited
Ukraine on Thursday, vow-
ing to back Kyiv’s bid to be-
come an official candidate to
join the bloc in a high-profile
show of support for the
country fending off a Russian
invasion.

French President Emma-
nuel Macron also promised
Ukraine six more powerful
truck-mounted artillery
guns, the latest in a new
round of Western arms
pledges for Ukraine as the
war grinds on in the eastern
Donbas region.

The leaders “are doing
everything so that Ukraine
alone can decide its fate”,
Mr. Macron said at a news
conference.

In the face of Kyiv’s fears
that Western resolve to help
it could wane, the visit by Mr.
Macron, Germany’s Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz and Italian

Show of support: Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky with
French President Emmanuel Macron in Kyiv on Thursday. =arp

premier Mario Draghi car-
ried heavy symbolic weight.
The three Western European
powers have faced criticism
for continuing to engage
with Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin — and failing to
provide Ukraine with the
scale of weaponry that it has
said is necessary to fend off
the Russians. Romania’s Pre-
sident Klaus Iohannis also
made the journey.

Indian-American picked
for top Pentagon post

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON
U.S. President Joe Biden has
nominated security expert
Radha Iyengar Plumb to the
post of Deputy Under Secre-
tary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion and Sustainment, the
latest Indian-American to be
named for a key position.
Currently serving as the
Chief of Staff to the Deputy
Secretary of Defense, Ms.
Plumb was nominated for
the top Pentagon position
on Wednesday. Prior to her
appointment as Chief of
Staff, Ms. Plumb was the Di-
rector of Research and In-
sights for Trust and Safety at
Google, leading their cross-
functional teams on busi-
ness analytics, data science

Radha lyengar Plumb

=TWITTER

and technical research.

She has also previously
served as the Global Head of
Policy Analysis at Facebook,
where she focused on high-
risk/high-harm safety and
critical international securi-
ty issues.

After arriving in Kyiv to
the sound of air raid sirens,
the leaders headed to Irpin,
a suburb of the capital that
was the scene of intense
fighting early in the war and
where many civilians were
killed. They decried the des-
truction there.

‘Don’t forget’
While visiting Irpin, Mr.
Scholz observed that officials

Protest against
Adani project
in Colombo

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO

A demonstration was held
in the Sri Lankan capital on
Thursday against the pro-
posed windmill project to
be undertaken by the Ada-
ni group in the northeast-
ern region of Mannar.

The protesters from the
Gotagogama  (President
Gotabaya go home), a prot-
est site, gathered at the bu-
sy Bambalapitiya sector
south of Colombo. They
held placards questioning
the lack of transparency in
the awarding of the project
to the Adani Group while
shouting slogans against
the Indian  business
conglomerate.

U.S. announces $1bn
more in arms for Ukraine
LYSYCHANSK

U.S. President Joe Biden
announced $1 billion worth of
new arms for Ukraine on
Wednesday. The newest U.S.
arms package features 18 more
155mm howitzers and 36,000
rounds of ammunition for
them; two land-based Harpoon
anti-ship missile systems; and
additional rockets for four
Himars precision rocket

soon to put in the field. arp

must keep the horrible
scenes destruction in mind
in all their decisions.
“Innocent civilians have
been hit, houses have been
destroyed; a whole town has
been destroyed in which
there was no military infras-
tructure at all,” Mr. Scholz
said. “And that says a great
deal about the brutality of
the Russian war of aggres-
sion, which is simply out for

¢ U.K. sanctions Russian

: Orthodox Church head

: LONDON

: Britain announced a new round
¢ of sanctions on Thursday

i against Russia, targeting the

: head of the Russian Orthodox

. Church, Patriarch Kirill, for his
prominent support for the war
: in Ukraine as well as Russia's

. children's rights commissioner,
¢ Maria Lvova-Belova, who

¢ Britain said is responsible for

. the forced transfer and
artillery systems that Ukraine is :
* nian children into Russia. ap

adoption of hundreds of Ukrai-

destruction and conquest.
We must bear that in mind in
everything that we decide.”

‘Will rebuild everything’
Mr. Draghi said during the
tour of Irpin that Ukraine’s
backers will rebuild “eve-
rything” with European
help. “They destroyed the
nurseries, the playgrounds,
and everything will be re-
built,” he said.

US-led troops capture
top IS operative in Syria

Bomb-maker seized from rebel territory

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIRUT

U.S. coalition forces said
they captured a senior Is-
lamic State group bomb-
maker in a pre-dawn raid on
Thursday that, witnesses
said, saw troops in helicop-
ters swoop down on an iso-
lated house in rebel-held
northwestern Syria.

A war monitor said two
military helicopters
touched down for only a few
minutes, and several shots
were fired, in a village in an
area controlled by Turkish-
backed rebel groups.

“The captured individual
is an experienced bomb-
maker and operational facil-

itator who became one of
the top leaders of Daesh’s
Syrian branch,” said the
U.S.-led coalition battling
the jihadist group in Syria
and Irag, using another
name for IS.

The coalition did not
name the target in the state-
ment, but a coalition official
told AFP the man captured
was Hani Ahmed Al-Kurdi,
who was the IS leader of Ra-
qa when it was the de facto
capital of IS in Syria.

Such operations by U.S.
forces are rare in parts of
northwestern Syria that are
under the control of Tur-
kish-backed rebels and non-
IS jihadist groups.

US. playing a long game’
in ties with India: Sullivan

Not forcing India’s hand on Russia sanctions, says NSA

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

The U.S. is playing a “long
game” in the context of its
relationship with India and
not trying to coerce India in-
to joining its sanctions
against Moscow, U.S. Nation-
al Security Adviser Jake Sulli-
van has said.

Mr. Sullivan made the re-
marks on Thursday at the
Center for a New American
Security, a Washington-
based think tank. He was
responding to a question on
whether India’s abstentions
during the United Nations
votes that were critical of
Russia and New Delhi’s non-
participation in the U.S.
sanctions on Russian energy
were hindering the bilateral
relationship or simply a dif-
ference of opinion that
could be easily managed.

The U.S., as per Mr. Sulli-
van, was being “direct” with
India about its perspective
on the Russia situation and
how it “would encourage”
India, in time, to change its
own perspective, adding
that it was up to India to
make its own decisions.

‘Strategic dialogue’

The U.S. imposed sanctions
on Russian entities following
the county’s invasion of Uk-
raine in February. India has
not signed up to these sanc-
tions nor voted along with
the vast majority of coun-
tries at the UN, in votes that
censured Russia.

“But they’re a sovereign,
democratic nation, they will
make their own decisions
and we’re not here to lecture
them or to insist on a certain
outcome or else,” Mr. Sulli-
van said about India.

“We’re having, I would
say, a deep, respectful, and
strategic dialogue with In-
dia, starting with the Presi-

THE WHITE
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No pressure: U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said
it was up to India to make its own decisions. =Rreuters

dent and the Prime Minister,
who have spoken frequently
by phone and just met a cou-
ple of weeks ago in Tokyo,
and we’re playing the long
game here,” he added.

Earlier stance

Mr. Sullivan’s remarks ap-
peared at odds with earlier
reactions from the Biden ad-
ministration to news of India
buying discounted oil from
Moscow.

Countries “should” abide
by the U.S. sanctions on Rus-
sia, former White House
Press Secretary Jen Psaki
had said in early April. This
was days after Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser Da-
leep Singh said in New Delhi
that there would be “conse-
quences” for countries “that
actively attempt to circum-
vent or backfill the sanc-
tions”.

The U.S. sanctions have a
carve-out for energy pay-
ments. This week, the U.S.
treasury extended the carve-
out past its initial expiry date
of June 24, to December 5,
when the European Union’s
ban on Russian oil imports
kicks in.

On Thursday, Mr Sullivan
delivered a different public

message on the U.S. ap-
proach, one that contrasted
with the messaging in March
and April. The U.S was “in-
vesting” in the relationship
with India, he said, and not
going to judge it by one is-
sue, even if that issue was
“consequential”.

“Rather that we’re going
to judge over the fullness of
time, as we try to work to
convergence on the major
strategic questions facing
our two countries.”

‘Better outcomes’
Mr. Sullivan said that on one
of the strategic questions,
China, the U.S. and India
had much more conver-
gence but on the question of
Russia, “obviously” the two
countries had different his-
torical perspectives and “dif-
ferent muscle memories”.
“But we feel confident
that the dialogue we have
going with India right now
will bear fruit over time, in a
way that is not about forcing
them to change or demand-
ing things of them, but rath-
er is the kind of iterative ap-
proach in a strategic
relationship that, tended
well, will lead to better out-

Prannoy storms into the quarterf

Sameer and Ashwini-Sikki pair loses in second round

INDONESIA OPEN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAKARTA

One of the heroes of India’s
epic Thomas Cup triumph,
H.S. Prannoy stormed into
the quarterfinals of the Indo-
nesia Open Super 1000 tour-
nament with a straight-game
win over Hong Kong’s Ng Ka
Long Angus here on
Thursday.

The 29-year-old from Ker-
ala, who is looking to break
his five-year title drought,
dished out another impres-
sive performance to outwit
Ng Long 21-11, 21-18 in a se-
cond-round match that last-
ed 41 minutes.

Fourth win

It was Prannoy’s fourth win
over the 27-year-old, who is
currently ranked 12th in the
world.

LIVE TELECAST

NBA: Sports 18-1, Voot Se-
lect, MTV, Vh1 & Jio TV, 6.30

a.m.
Ranji Trophy: Star Sports 2
(SD & HD) & Hotstar, 9.30 a.m.
Badminton: Indonesia Open,
Sports 18-1 & Voot Select,
10.30 a.m.

India vs South Africa: 4th
T20I, Star Sports 1 (SD & HD)
& Hotstar, 7 p.m.

West Indies Vs
Bangladesh: 1st Test, day 2,

FanCode, 7.30 p.m.

IN BRIEF

Pranavi, Ridhima in lead
BENGALURU

Pranavi Urs and Ridhima
Dilawari shared the lead in
the eighth leg of the Hero
Women's Pro Golf Tour on
Thursday.

The scores (top four): 143:
Pranavi Urs (74, 69), Ridhima
Dilawari (69, 74); 146: Afshan
Fatima (73, 73); 147: Seher
Atwal (76, 71), Jahanvi Bakshi
(73, 74), Trimann Saluja (72,
75).
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Totally committed: Prannoy showed on Thursday he's willing to stretch every sinew to break a
five-year title drought. =BADMINTONPHOTO/COURTESY OF BWF

Among other Indians, Sa-
meer Verma ended his cam-
paign with a 10-21, 13-21 loss
to World No. 5 Lee Zii Jia of
Malaysia.

This was Sameer’s fifth

[ndian boys

TENNIS

SPORTS BUREAU
NEW DELHI

Indian boys defeated Sri
Lanka 3-0 in the semifinals
to set up a title clash with top

loss to Lee in
meetings.

Ashwini Ponnappa and N.
Sikki Reddy also bowed out,
losing 16-21, 13-21 to top seeds

Chen Qing Chen and Jia Yi

seven

Fan of China.

The men’s doubles pair-
ing of M.R. Arjun and Dhruv
Kapila, meanwhile, went
down 19-21, 15-21 to China’s
Liu Yu Chen and Ou Xuan Yi.

A small-town athlete who has made big strides

Manu, who hails from Hassan, wants to win gold at the Olympic Games

ATHLETICS

M. RUPA RASAGNA
CHENNAI

Inspired by Neeraj Chopra’s
golden performance at the
Tokyo Olympics, D.P. Manu,
from the Hassan district of
Karnataka, threw the javelin
to a distance of 84.35m at
the 61st National inter-State
athletics championship
here. Manu’s personal best
also booked him a ticket to
the Birmingham Common-
wealth Games next month.

Manu and Rohit Yadav
were involved in a close race
for the top spot, the latter
producing four 80-plus
throws, including a remarka-
ble 82.54m. However, Ma-
nu’s persistence paid off.

As a 17-year-old, Manu’s
interest was more towards
volleyball before his Physical

take on Pakistan in summit clash

seed Pakistan in the ITF
South Asia under-12 tennis
championship in Kathman-
du on Thursday.

The results: Boys (semifi-
nals): India bt Sri Lanka 3-0
(Tavish Pahwa bt Minhas Muth-
uthanthri 6-1, 6-1; Fazal Ali

Meer bt Bomullage Somaratna
6-4, 6-1; Kushagra Arora & Tav-
ish bt Gracen Mayooran & Bo-
mullage) 6-0,6-0).

Pakistan bt Bangladesh 3-0
(Muhammad Rizwan bt Md. Ra-
jib 6-2, 6-0; Abubakar Talha bt
Kabbo Gayen 6-1, 6-0; Omar

Jawad & Abubakar bt Mushfiqur
Aron & Md. Rajib 6-1, 6-1).

Girls (league): India bt Ban-
gladesh 3-0 (Anandita Upad-
hyay bt Humayrah Zara 6-0,
6-0; Prachi Malik bt Sara Jasim
6-0, 6-1; Aahan & Prachi bt Sara
& Humayrah 6-0, 6-0).

Junior National table tennis from today

Jennifer Varghese would be the star attraction

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
ALAPPUZHA
Reigning champion Diya Chi-
tale Parag (youth) and Swas-
tika Ghosh (junior) will not
be defending their titles
when the 83rd junior and
youth National table tennis
championships gets under-
way at the YMCA TT Arena
here on Friday.

In the absence of these

»

two, Jennifer Varghese, who
recently won the under-15
title in the WTT Youth Con-
tender event in Havirov will
be the star attraction.

Jennifer, who will be com-
peting in the under-17 cate-
gory, could face a tough chal-
lenge from top-ranked
Suhana Saini, Kavyasree
Bhaskar, Laksishita Narang
and Riddhima Kapoor.

Suhana, the highest-
ranked player in the u-19 ca-
tegory, will have to contend
with the likes of Yashwini
Ghorphade, Nithyasree Mani
and Pritha Vartikar.

The top eightranked
players in each category will
get a direct entry into the
main draw, while the rest are
divided into groups and the
winner of each group will

qualify for the main draw.
The Table Tennis Associa-
tion of Kerala (TTAK), which
is organising the tourna-
ment, has decided to award
equal prize money to win-
ners in the girls’ category.
The total prize money is
%6.06 lakh. The tournament
has attracted entries from
500 players and the girls’
events will be held first.

(9 The stint at Army

Institute was a
blessing for me as I
learnt the nuances
of the sport

Education teacher pushed
him to take up javelin. Five
years on, the Karnataka ath-
lete has made rapid strides,
and turned heads with his
performances.

Rigorous training
Through rigorous training,
his hand speed increased; so
did his distance in a span of
three years. “I was able to
consistently increase the dis-
tance, from 45m to 55m and
eventually to 65m,” said
Manu.

At the Khelo India Games
in Pune, he finished on top
of the podium with a throw
of 67m. This caught the eye
of coach Kashinath Naik,

who saw Manu’s potential
and convinced his seniors to
train him at the Army Sports
Institute in Pune. Naik would
have been a proud man
when Manu touched 84.35 in
Chennai.

“The stint at Army Insti-
tute was a blessing for me as
I learnt the nuances of the
sport. It made a better ath-
lete and also helped me fi-
nancially,” said Manu.

The unwavering support
from his parents and coach
has been a big influence in
Manu’s journey. He hardly
takes breaks, constantly
striving to perform better. “I
allow myself only five or six
holidays a year as I feel I
need to be on top of my
sport,” revealed Manu.

“I also want to win an
Olympic gold. My immediate
goal is the Commonwealth
Games,” he said.

Manu. =B.VELANKANNIRAJ

Sania-Hradecka duo makes last four

Bopanna-Shapovalov pair enters semifinals at Queen’s Club

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU

ania Mirza and Lucie Hra-

decka sailed past British
wild cards Harriet Dart and
Sarah Beth Greay 6-3, 6-2 in
the quarterfinals of the
$251,750 Birmingham Clas-
sic on Thursday.

In the Queen’s Club
Championships, Rohan Bo-
panna and Denis Shapova-
lov had reached the doubles
semifinals late on Wednes-
day evening.

The results:

€2,275,275 Queen's Club
Championships, London: Quar-
terfinals: Denis Shapovalov
(Can) & Rohan Bopanna bt
Juan Sebastian Cabal & Robert
Farah (Col) 6-3, 6-4.

$251,750 Birmingham Clas-
sic, Birmingham: Quarterfi-

nals: Lucie Hradecka (Cze) &
Sania Mirza bt Harriet Dart &
Sarah Beth Grey (GBr) 6-3,
6-2.

€45,730 Challenger, Blois,
France: Quarterfinals: Sriram
Balaji & Jeevan Nedunchezhi-
yan bt Grigoriy Lomakin 9Kaz)
& Vladyslav Manafov (Ukr) 6-7
(3), 6-4, [10-5].

First round: Luis David Mar-
tinez (Ven) & Saketh Myneni bt
Andrea Collarini & Facundo
Diaz Acosta (Arg) 6-1, 6-3.

$15,000 ITF men, Chiang
Rai, Thailand: First round: Sun
Fajing (Chn) bt Manish Suresh-
kumar 6-3, 2-6, 6-3; Lee Duck-
hee (Kor) bt S.D. Prajwal Dev
6-1, 7-5.

$15,000 ITF men, Tay Ninh,
Vietnam: Second round: Digvi-
jay Pratap Singh bt Dominik
Palan (Cze) 7-6(2), 6-4; Ta-
kuya Kumasaka (Jpn) bt Ish-
aque Egbal 7-6, 3-0 (retd).

Doubles: Quarterfinals:

»

Rishi Reddy & Dhakshineswar
Suresh bt Madhwin Kamath &
Digvijay Pratap Singh 3-3
(retired).

$15,000 ITF men, San Die-
go, USA: First round: Keegan
Smith & Ilvan Thamma (US) bt
Benjamin Sigouin (Can) & Sidd-
hant Banthia 3-6, 6-0, [10-5];
Mithell Harper (Aus) & Joe Tyl-
er (GBR) bt Michael Shabaz
(US) & Sathi Reddy Chirala 6-2,
6-0.

Women: Alyssa Ahn & Emily
Deming (USA) bt Ayanna Shah
(USA) & Amani Shah 6-7(6),
6-2, [10-5].

$25,000 ITF women, Santo
Domingo, Dominican Rep.:
First round: Gergana Topalova
(Bul) bt Sharmada Balu 6-2,
6-1.

Doubles: First round: Yulia-
na Monroy (Col) & Ho Ching
Wu (Hkg) bt Sharmada Balu &
Sravya Shivani 3-6, 6-2,
[10-6].
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Confident India will look to force the series into the decider

Arshdeep or Umran may get a look-in; de Kock’s fitness still in the balance, but South Africa will be determined to seal it

SA IN INDIA

S. DIPAK RAGAV
RAJKOT

After producing a clinical
performance in the do-or-
die game at Visakhapatnam,
India will look to build on
the momentum to try and le-
vel the series against South
Africa in the fourth T20I at
the Saurashtra Cricket Asso-
ciation Stadium here on
Friday.

The home team will take a
lot of heart from the fact that
its bowlers stepped up to the
challenge in the previous
match with leg-spinner Yuz-
vendra Chahal finding his
mojo.

Attacking approach
Chahal’s attacking approach
with more focus on his leg-
breaks fetched him three
wickets in the middle overs
and put the brakes on South
Africa’s chase before Har-
shal Patel cleaned up the
lower-order.

On the batting front,
openers Ishan Kishan and
Ruturaj Gaikwad gave a per-
fect start with a 97-run stand
in 10 overs.

But the Men in Blue will
also be wary of the fact that
they did not finish the in-
nings strongly, scoring only
82 in the second half and al-
most losing the plot before
Hardik Pandya dealt some
hefty blows towards the
end.

After a cameo in the first
match, Rishabh Pant has
failed to bring out the fire-
works with poor shot selec-
tion letting him down.

The team will look to the

skipper to deliver the goods
in the crunch match.

The pitch in Rajkot has
been batting-friendly in the
three T20Is played here.
But, as in the previous
match at Visakhapatnam, In-
dia wouldn’t mind a pitch
that is on the slower side
where its skilful spinners
can keep things quiet in the
middle phase of the innings.

Even as both sides desper-
ately fight to win the ongo-
ing series, they will also be
cognisant of the big picture
— using the matches to pre-

S @Evays

A
)

pare for the ICC T20 World
Cup later in the year in Aus-
tralia.

The hosts have fielded an
unchanged playing eleven in
the first three matches but
could be tempted to test
either left-arm pacer Arsh-
deep Singh or Umran Malik
for Avesh Khan who has not
picked up a wicket so far.

For South Africa, Quinton
de Kock, who missed the last
two games due to a wrist in-
jury, practised on Thursday
though it remains to be seen
if he is match-fit yet.

Coaching manual: Dravid will be eager to help southpaw Pant turn his fortunes around. =visav soneJi

Despite being outplayed
in the third T20I, the visitors
will feel confident going into
this match as there are no
obvious areas of concern.

While the Proteas would
want to seal the series here,
Pant’s men, facing another
must-win  contest, have
shown they have enough fi-
repower to force the series
into a decider.

The stage is set for an ex-
citing encounter.

The teams (from):
India: Rishabh Pant (Capt.),
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Ishan Kishan,

Dominant Mumbai on the verge of final

Shaw’s men dismiss UP for 180, take overall lead to 346 with nine wickets in hand

RANJI TROPHY

AMOL KARHADKAR
BENGALURU

Mumbai moved closer to its
objective of ending its six-
year drought of a Ranji Tro-
phy title by dominating the
third day’s proceedings of its
semifinal versus Uttar Pra-
desh at Just Cricket Academy
on Thursday.

With a whopping lead of
346 and nine wickets still re-
maining in the second in-
nings, besides giving its bat-
ters vital game-time, the
Mumbai think-tank will be
keeping a close eye on the
proceedings in the second
semifinal at Alur.

In control
UP started the day at 25 for
two in quest of the Mumbai’s
393. Barring the first hour,
when opener Madhav
Kaushik and captain Karan
Sharma looked solid, Mum-
bai was in control all through
the day. Kaushik’s drives off
Mohit Avasthi and Karan’s
hook off Tushar Deshpande
for six were a treat to watch.

But once Karan poked at
Avasthi and Sarfaraz Khan
lunged to his right at second
slip for a sharp catch, the
Mumbai camp became in-
creasingly vocal.

Then, off-spinner Tanush
Kotian started the rout with
Suved Parkar at forward

Incisive bowling: Avasthi exults after trapping Saurabh in
front for one of his three wickets. =«.pricHumANI

short-leg taking an impres-
sive catch on second attempt
off a bat-pad chance offered
by Kaushik. It triggered a col-
lapse with four wickets fall-
ing for 11 runs in 17 balls.

While Kotian trapped Rin-
ku Singh Ibw, Avasthi fol-
lowed it up with a double-
strike over, with Sarfaraz tak-
ing yet another sharp chance
to dismiss Dhruv Jurel.

Shivam Mavi then used
the long handle but Desh-
pande’s raw pace cleaned up
Yash Dayal as UP got bun-
dled out for 180.

With a lead of 213 runs,

Karnataka HC stays
sending of CWG TT list

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Another chapter was added
to the selection saga of the
Indian table tennis team for
the upcoming Common-
wealth Games on Thursday
when the High Court of Kar-
nataka ordered a stay on
sending the list of selected
players till June 22, 2022.

The order was issued fol-
lowing a petition filed by Ar-
chana Kamath, initially
named in the four-member
women’s team and then
dropped.

With the exception of the
Union of India, the Court di-
rected the other seven of
the eight respondents — Ta-
ble Tennis Federation of In-
dia, Sports Authority of In-
dia, Sreeja Akula, Reeth

CcM
K

Rishya, Manika Batra, Diya
Chitale and Swastika Ghosh
— “to appear in person or
through an advocate duly
instructed or through some
one authorised by law to act
for you in the case, returna-
ble by 22/06/2022 to show
cause why rule Nisi should
not be issued.”

Meanwhile, the cases
filed separately by Swastika
Ghosh and Manush Shah are
scheduled for hearing in the
Delhi High Court on June
20.

Diya Chitale was the first
to move the Court after be-
ing ignored by the selection
committee formed by the
CoA.

Thereafter, ignored
players Swastika and Ma-
nush moved the Delhi HC.

»

Mumbai opted to bat again
in a bid to kill the contest.
Prithvi Shaw and Yashasvi
Jaiswal started in contrasting
fashion. Shaw, dropped on
13 at gully by Rinku, was at
his bludgeoning best, while
Jaiswal dropped anchor and
got into a blockathon.

When Shaw top-edged a
sweep off Saurabh Kumar’s
left-arm spin into the deep,
he had scored 64 off 71 balls,
while Jaiswal had played out
a whopping 52 dot balls.
When he opened his ac-
count with a whip off Ankit
Rajpoot in the next over, he

raised his bat in jest to the
Mumbai dressing room that
applauded his application.
The left-hander then
flourished along with Ar-
maan Jaffer as the duo’s un-
broken association of 67
runs helped Mumbai end the
day at 133 for one.
The scores:
Mumbai — 1st innings: 393.
Uttar Pradesh — 1st innings:
Madhav Kaushik c Parkar b Ko-
tian 38, Samarth Singh c Ta-
more b Kulkarni O, Priyam Garg
b Deshpande 3, Karan Sharma c
Sarfaraz b Avasthi 27, Rinku
Singh lbw b Kotian 16, Dhruv
Jurel c Sarfaraz b Avasthi 2,
Prince Yadav c Sarfaraz b Desh-
pande 20, Saurabh Kumar lbw b
Avasthi 0, Shivam Mavi c Kul-
karni b Kotian 48, Yash Dayal b
Deshpande 4, Ankit Rajpoot
(not out) 6; Extras (b-13, lb-1,
nb-1, w-1): 16; Total (in 54.3 ov-
ers): 180.
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-4, 3-64,
4-96, 5-101, 6-107, 7-107, 8-
140, 9-152.
Mumbai bowling: Kulkarni 13-
4-25-1, Deshpande 17-6-34-3,
Mulani 7-1-33-0, Avasthi 11-1-
39-3, Kotian 6.3-1-35-3.
Mumbai — 2nd innings: Prithvi
Shaw c¢ Mavi b Saurabh 64,
Yashasvi Jaiswal (batting) 35,
Armaan Jaffer (batting) 32; Ex-
tras (Lb-2): 2; Total (for one
wkt. in 42 overs): 133.
Fall of wicket: 1-66.
Uttar Pradesh bowling: Dayal
5-1-18-0, Rajpoot 9-3-27-0,
Mavi 7-2-22-0, Prince 6-3-21-0,
Saurabh 9-3-32-1, Karan 6-2-
11-0.

: cutters,

i S. DIPAK RAGAV

¢ RAJKOT

. Harshal Patel, who starred
¢ with a four-wicket haul in the
¢ third T20I match against
¢ South Africa, said he needs
: to constantly develop his
¢ skills to stay relevant.

The pacer, known for his
slower ones and

¢ clever variations, outsmart-
i ed the dangerous David Mill-

Shreyas lyer, Hardik Pandya,

Deepak Hooda, Dinesh Karthik,

deep Singh, and Umran Malik.

Lungi Ngidi, Marco Jansen,
Reeza Hendricks, and Tristan
Stubbs.

Match starts at 7 p.m.

er with one such delivery at

¢ Visakhapatnam.
Axar Patel, Bhuvneshwar Ku- :
mar, Avesh Khan, Yuzvendra :

Chahal, Harshal Patel, Venka- : __.
' SR i said, “For the last two years
tesh lyer, Ravi Bishnoi, Arsh- ! (in IPL), people have been

i trying to anticipate what I am

South Africa: Temba Bavuma : ; B
(Capt.), Quinton de Kock, Ras- lt)}(l)gvll(l)rrllg.e..rv;/}llteh evleary ]:gzvffri
sie van der Dussen, Heinrich : & Yy blay, p

Klaasen, David Miller, Dwaine ' position will realise what his

Pretorius, Wayne Parnell, Kagi- : Strengthsand patterns are.
so Rabada, Anrich Nortje, Kesh-
av Mabharaj, Tabraiz Shamsi, :
. batters. I cannot bowl fast
i like Umran Malik, it’s plain
¢ and simple. So I have to de-
i velop skills to render myself

Speaking in Rajkot ahead
of the fourth match, Harshal

“As a bowler, my job is to
stay one step ahead of the

My job s to stay one step
“ahead of the batters

Focus is skill development, says Harshal

Arshdeep and Umran... waiting for a call. =viavsones

effective. My focus is always
to develop skills around my
bowling, with whatever limi-
tations and advantages I
have,” said Harshal.

The slow nature of the
pitch in the previous game
helped the Indian bowlers,
and the pacer admitted that
he preferred such wickets.

“In the last match, the
wicket was slower than usual
and allowed us to bowl hard
lengths. It was difficult to
clear boundaries on both
sides,” Harshal said.

South African pacer An-
rich Nortje said his team was
aware of how important the
fourth T201I was.

“I said at the last game as
well that this was sort of like
a final for us. We didn’t per-
form well or anything close
to what we are capable of.
[This is] a second chance but
we need to seal the series as
soon as possible and not give
them any sniff,” he said.

B QUICK SINGLES

Sri Lanka levels series
PALLEKELE

Fast bowler Chamika
Karunaratne led an inspired Sri
Lankan attack to pull off a
thrilling 26-run win over
Australia in the rain-hit second
ODI here on Thursday. The
five-match series is level 1-1.
The scores: Sri Lanka 220/9
in 47.4 overs (Kusal Mendis
36, Dhananjaya de Silva 34,
Dasun Shanaka 34, Pat
Cummins 4/35) bt Australia
189 in 37.1 overs (David
Warner 37, Glenn Maxwell
30, Chamika Karunaratne
3/47). Revised target: 216 in
43 overs. arp

Conway tests positive

for COVID

LONDON

New Zealand is struggling
with a worsening COVID-19
outbreak ahead of next week's
third Test against England
after Devon Conway became
the latest member of the
touring party to test positive.

ICC retains Nitin Menon
in Elite Panel

RAJKOT

India’s Nitin Menon has
retained his place in the ICC
Elite Panel and is set to make
his maiden appearance as a
neutral umpire in Sri Lanka
later this month. Menon, who
got a one-year extension
from the International Cricket
Council, is the only Indian in
the 11-member Elite Panel. pmi

Bangladesh out for 103
NORTH SOUND (ANTIGUA)
Bangladesh was dismissed for
just 103 in its first innings on
the opening day of the first
Test against the West Indies
here on Thursday. Skipper
Shakib al Hasan top scored
with 51 but he was one of just
three to make double figures.
The scores: Bangladesh 103
in 32.5 overs (Shakib Al
Hasan 51, Jayden Seales 3/33,
Alzarri Joseph 3/33) vs West
Indies.

After Tiwary-Shahbaz show, MP in control

Bengal loses the first innings race; Patidar helps the team reach 163 for two

AYAN ACHARYA
BENGALURU

Madhya Pradesh gained the
vital first-innings lead in the
Ranji Trophy semifinal
against Bengal, despite hun-
dreds from Manoj Tiwary
(102, 211b, 12x4) and Shahbaz
Ahmed (116, 209b, 12x4) on
Day 3 in Alur on Thursday.

MP was 163 for two at
stumps, ahead by 231, riding
on Rajat Patidar’s fifty (63,
109b, 10x4).

After bowling Bengal out
for 273, the MP openers sur-
vived a few play-and-misses
and a close run-out chance.

Bengal struck in the se-
cond over after the break
when Mukesh angled a
length ball into Yash Dubey,
who was late on the flick and
hit on the pads. Though it
seemed to be sliding down
leg, umpire Vineet Kulkarni
thought otherwise and Mu-
kesh had his 100th First
Class wicket.

A few overs later, a
caught-behind appeal off
Shahbaz was turned down
by Ravikant Reddy. Shahbaz
beat Shubham Sharma in the
air and off the pitch to trig-
ger a vociferous appeal from
the Bengal fielders. But re-
plays confirmed that there
was daylight between bat
and ball.

Shahbaz had to endure
more disappointment when
Shubham was given a re-

In good nick: Shahbaz notched up his maiden First Class
hundred. =K. MURALIKUMAR

prieve on nine after Abishek
Porel spilled a straightfor-
ward chance. But he re-
deemed himself by effecting
a quick stumping to dismiss
Himanshu Mantri.

Patidar walked in and
played a flurry of fluent
drives. He had added 40 for
the third wicket with Shub-
ham when the latter retired
hurt before tea. Captain Adi-
tya Shrivastava and Patidar
then exploited the spread-
out field to milk runs.

Earlier, Tiwary could
barely drag himself off the
field after top-edging a
sweep off off-spinner Sa-
ransh Jain (three for 63) to be

caught at first slip. He had
just completed his 29th First
Class hundred and dropped
his bat and pulled out from
his pocket a piece of paper
that acknowledged the sup-
port of his wife Sushmita,
son Vivaan and pet dog
Maximus.

Shortly after, Shahbaz
reached his 100 off 193 balls,
the entire Bengal dressing
room applauding his maiden
First Class hundred.

Shahbaz mostly played
straight. He drove every full
ball but refrained from chas-
ing the wide line, so it
must’ve been disappointing
when he went after a full and

wide ball, only to nick it to
the "keeper.

Once both fell, the rest fol-
lowed suit. There could be

more toil ahead for Bengal Jr

on day four.

The scores: MP — 1st innings:
341.

Bengal — 1st innings: Abhishek
Raman b Kartikeya O, Abhima-
nyu Easwaran ¢ Mantri b Puneet
22, Sudip Gharami b Kartikeya
0, Anustup Majumdar c Patidar
b Saransh 4, Manoj Tiwary c Pa-
tidar b Saransh 102, Abishek
Porel c Shubham b Puneet 9,
Shahbaz Ahmed ¢ Mantri b Pu-
neet 116, Sayan Mondal c Pati-
dar b Saransh O, Pradipta Pra-
manik lbw b Kartikeya 3, Akash
Deep c Patidar b Gaurav 5, Mu-
kesh Kumar (not out) O; Extras
(b-4, lb-8): 12; Total (in 89.2
overs): 273.

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-0, 3-11,
4-44, 5-54, 6-237, 7-237, 8-
256, 9-268.

MP bowling: Kartikeya 34-10-
61-3, Saransh 19-3-63-3, Pu-
neet 14-1-48-3, Anubhav 7-2-
26-0, Gaurav 12.2-2-49-1,
Shubham 3-0-14-0.

MP — 2nd innings: Himanshu
Mantri st Porel b Pramanik 21,
Yash Dubey lbw b Mukesh 12,
Shubham Sharma (retd. hurt)
22, Rajat Patidar (batting) 63,
Aditya Shrivastava (batting) 34;
Extras (Lb-10, w-1): 11; Total (for
two wkts. in 63 overs): 163.
Fall of wickets: 1-23, 2-50.
Bengal bowling: Mukesh 14-1-
45-1, Akash 14-2-38-0, Mondal
2-0-11-0, Shahbaz 20-4-34-0,
Pramanik 11-4-22-1, Tiwary 2-
0-3-0.

‘Neeraj headlines 37-member Commonwealth Games squad

Long jumper Jeswin, marathoner Srinu and high jumper Tejaswin miss out; Sable, Manu and Rohit make the grade

Encore beckons: Neeraj will strive to defend his CWG title
at Birmingham. =Rreuters

UTHRA GANESAN
NEW DELHI

The Athletics Federation of
India has named a 37-mem-
ber squad headlined by Nee-
raj Chopra for the Birming-
ham Commonwealth Games
with quite a few entrants be-
ing subject to achieving the
qualifying mark in Kazakh-
stan later this month.

Missing out was long jum-
per Jeswin Aldrin despite
achieving the AFI standard at
the Federation Cup in April
and marathoner Srinu Bu-
gatha who had done the same
in January. High jumper Te-
jaswin Shankar, who cleared
the 2.27m mark in the NCAA
recently, was not considered.

The Indian contingent is
expected to participate in the
XXXI Qosanov Memorial

event in Kazakhstan on June
25-26 before the final list.

“There are a few athletes
we have included whose per-
formances we are not satis-
fied with and their entries
will be subject to achieving
the standard in Kazakhstan,”
AFI president Adille Sumari-
walla said. These include
shot-putter Tajinder Pal Singh
Toor and discus thrower See-
ma Punia.

The 19 men and 18 women
include javelin throwers Ro-
hit Yadav and Manu DP, Avi-
nash Sable in 3000m steeple-
chase and triple jumpers
Abdulla Aboobacker, Praveen
Chitravel, Eldhose Paul be-
sides long jumpers Sreeshan-
kar and Md. Anees Yahiya.

Asked about the missing
names, Sumariwalla was ca-

tegorical. “Jeswin has been
constantly slipping in the last
four meets. Tejaswin neither
sought an exemption from
participating in Inter-State
meet nor permission to train
and perform abroad despite
us being in constant touch
with him. Our rules are very
clear,” he explained.
Interestingly, Srabani Nan-
da, training in Jamaica for the
last few years, has been in-
cluded in the 4x100m relay
although AFI rules also state
that no non-camper would be
considered for relay teams.
“She had our permission to
train abroad,” said
Sumariwalla.
The squad:
Men: Avinash Sable (3000SC,
5000m), Amoj Jacob, Moah Nir-
mal Tom, Arokia Rajiv, Md. Aj-

»

mal, Naganathan Pandi, Rajesh
Remesh (4x400m relay), Niten-
der Rawat (marathon), Neeraj
Chopra, Manu D.P., Rohit Yadav
(javelin), M. Sreeshankar, Md.
Anees Yahiya (long jump), Ab-
dulla Aboobacker, Praveen Chi-
travel, Eldhose Paul (triple
jump), Sandeep Kumar, Amit
(10km walk).

Women: Dhanalakshmi (100m,
4x100m relay), Jyothi Yarraji
(100mH), Manpreet Kaur (shot
put), Annu Rani (javelin), Aish-
warya B. (long jump, triple
jump), Ancy Sojan (long jump),
Bhavna Jat, Priyanka Goswamy
(10km walk), Hima Das, Dutee
Chand, Srabani Nanda, Jilna
M.V., Simi N.S. (4x100m relay).
Conditional entries: Tajinder Pal
Singh Toor (shot put), Navjeet
Kaur and Seema Punia (discus),
Sarita R. Singh and Manju Bala
Devi (hammer throw), Shilpa
Rani (javelin).
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Dani Alves not to renew
Barcelona contract

MADRID

Brazil star Dani Alves
announced on Wednesday he
is leaving Barcelona for a
second time after returning
to the club last year. The
39-year-old, who rejoined
Barcelona last November on
a short-term deal until the
end of the season, confirmed
he would not be extending
his contract. Alves has made
408 appearances for
Barcelona, with 391 of those
coming in his first spell from
2008-2016. arp

Duminy is Boland's

new head coach
JOHANNESBURG

Former South Africa batter
J.P. Duminy was appointed
head coach of provincial side
Boland on a two-year deal.
Duminy had earlier served as
a batting consultant to the
Lions franchise and, briefly,
for the National team at the
T20 World Cup. ant

Australian GP to be run
at Melbourne until 2035
MELBOURNE

The Australian Grand Prix will
continue to be held in
Melbourne until 2035 after
race organisers announced a
new 10-year agreement with
Formula One on Thursday,
beating off rival bids from
Sydney and the Gold Coast.
The race was first run in 1928
and has been held at the
Albert Park Circuit in
Melbourne since 1996. arp

de Sciglio extends Juve
contract until 2025

ROME

Mattia De Sciglio has signed
an extension to his Juventus
contract which will keep him
at the club until 2025, the
Serie A side announced on
Thursday. Italy's de Sciglio
played 29 times for Juventus
in all competitions last season
after returning from a loan at
Lyon. arp

Vatsal, Jaya
make finals

SPORTS BUREAU

atsal Manikantan made

both the finals of un-
der-18 and 16 boys’ events
in the AITA Super series ju-
nior tennis tournament at
the CLTA Complex in
Chandigarh on Thursday.

Vatsal beat Bhicky Sagol-
shem 6-3, 1-6, 6-3 to set up
a title clash with Anmol
Nagpure in the under-18
section.

In the under-16 event, he
beat top seed Dhruv Sach-
deva 6-3, 6-1 to set up a fi-
nal with Kabir Chothani,
who beat second seed
Swastik Sharma 6-2, 6-7(4),
7-5.

The results: Boys: Under-18
(semifinals): Vatsal Manikan-
tan bt Bhicky Sagolshem 6-3,
1-6, 6-3; Anmol Nagpure bt
Om Yadav 6-1, 6-2. Doubles
(final): Shankar Heisnam &
Bhicky Sagolshem bt Vatsal
Manikantan & Anmol Nagpure
6-1, 6-2.

Under-16 (semifinals): Vatsal
Manikantan bt Dhruv Sachde-
va 6-3, 6-1; Kabir Chothani bt
Swastik Sharma 6-2, 6-7(4),
7-5. Doubles (final): Dhruv
Sachdeva & Swastik Sharma
bt Kabir Chothani & Jevin Ka-
nani 2-6, 6-4, [10-7].

Girls: Under-18 (semifinals):
Jaya Kapoor bt Suhani Gaur
4-6, 6-4, 6-2; Riya Kaushik bt
Harleen Kaur Dhanda 6-1,
6-4.

Under-16 (semifinals): Aa-
rushi Raval bt Saijayani Baner-
jee 6-4,1-6, 6-1; Jaya Kapoor
bt Isheeta Midha 6-4, 6-4.
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Head coach Stimac lashes out at AIFF

Threatens to quit his job if certain conditions are not met by the governing body

FOOTBALL

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
NEW DELHI

Igor Stimac warned that In-
dian football is a decade be-
hind Asia’s best and threa-
tened to quit as national
coach unless there are “dras-
tic” changes.

The 54-year-old Croat,
who played in the Premier
League with West Ham and
Derby, was appointed in 2019
by the All India Football Fed-
eration (AIFF).

But the governing body is
in disarray and being run by
administrators after former
chief Praful Patel stayed in of-
fice beyond his term without
fresh elections, which courts
ruled invalid.

The management

pro-

ez T S

Talking tough: Igor Stimac feels drastic

says the country is far behind other nations =pi

blems were compounding a
chronic lack of football deve-
lopment that has left India
“eight to 10 years behind the
top-eight Asian countries”,

Stimac said.

“How are we going to get
there? So let’s wake up,” the
former defender told repor-
ters on Wednesday. Stimac

changes are _needed to develop Ihdian footb.all-e;é he.

took aim at the AIFF’s stalled
leadership transition a day af-
ter India celebrated its place
at next year’s Asian Cup with
a 4-0 home demolition of

Qatar ready to deliver grand spectacle

Organising panel working on enhancing fan experience

WORLD CUP 2022

AASHIN PRASAD
DOHA

With a little over 150 days to
go for the first-ever FIFA
World Cup in Qatar, the local
organising committee is con-
fident of delivering a memor-
able tournament.

With the infrastructure
for the global showpiece in
place, the Supreme Commit-
tee for Delivery and Legacy
is working on enhancing fan
experience, according to
communications executive
director Fatma Al Nuaimi.

Ever since Qatar was
awarded the hosting rights
in 2010, the country has
been under the scanner on
several issues.

Fatma Al Nuaimi.
s GETTY IMAGES

“It has been quite a jour-
ney. When we won the
rights, we were scrutinised
by the media on issues from
corruption and human
rights to workers’ welfare.
For us, it’s about addressing

those concerns and using
the World Cup as a catalyst
for change,” she said.

On the social aspect of the
tournament — workers’ wel-
fare and human rights — the
development and transfor-
mation in the 10 years had
been major, she said. New
minimum wages had been
introduced and employment
regulations changed to the
benefit of workers, Fatma
said.

She also played down con-
cerns that it would be an ex-
pensive World Cup for fans
and pointed to the demand
for tickets from around the
globe.

“We have had plenty of in-
terest in the first and second
phases of ticket sales. People

want to be at the tourna-
ment.

“Top countries that have
applied for tickets are Argen-
tina, Mexico, USA, UK, UAE
and Germany,” she said.

Image boost

Fatma hopes the World Cup
will help change Qatar’s im-
age.

“There is a negative con-
cept of us in the media. The
biggest takeaway for us from
the World Cup would be
them [fans] leaving with
good memories and a better
understanding of the re-
gion,” she said.

(The writer is in Qatar at
the invitation of the Supreme
Committee for Delivery & Le-

gacy)

Hong Kong to top their quali-
fying group. “I am not getting
into who is right and who is
wrong,” Stimac said of the
power struggle at the top of
Indian football.

Bad timing

“It is not my job. I am just
talking about timing. At such
an important time, such a
thing is happening, is anyone
normal?”

Stimac said he was coach-
ing the team with a salary
“lower than my asking price”
and would only continue
beyond his September con-
tract expiry if certain condi-
tions were met. Among them
are an overhaul of the domes-
tic I-League, including priori-
tising the development of lo-
cal talent.
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City to launch title
detence at West Ham

PREMIER LEAGUE

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Manchester City will begin
the defence of its Premier
League title at West Ham
while Liverpool travels to
Fulham on the opening
weekend of the season.

The 2022/23 fixtures, pu-
blished on Thursday, gives
new Manchester United
manager Erik ten Hag an
opening test at Old Trafford
against Brighton, which
hammered United 4-0 last
month.

Nottingham Forest’s first
match in the top flight for 23
years will be at Newcastle.

Pep Guardiola’s City will
start its bid for a fifth title in
six seasons at the London
Stadium on Sunday, August

7, after all its rivals have be-
gun their campaigns.

Liverpool and City renew
their rivalry at Anfield in
mid-October, after a mid-
week Champions League
tie, with the return fixture
scheduled for the start of
April.

Reds boss Jurgen Klopp is
unlikely to be impressed
with their fixture allocation
in conjunction with their
European commitments.

Their three away matches
following Champions
League group games are
against Chelsea, Arsenal
and Tottenham.

The traditional “Big Six”
have been kept apart on the
final weekend before the
mid-season break for the
World Cup in Qatar, the
weekend of November 12/13.

Cahill all praise for coach Arnold

AASHIN PRASAD

AL RAYYAN

Tim Cahill praised Graham
Arnold’s ‘masterstroke’ dur-
ing the extra time of Austra-
lia’s penalty shootout win
over Peru in the FIFA World
Cup inter-confederation
play-off final on Monday. Ar-
nold brought on Andrew
Redmayne for the expe-
rienced Mat Ryan ahead of
the shootout and the substi-
tute vindicated the move
with two big saves to seal the
Aussies’ berth in the World
Cup.

Cahill, who featured in
four World Cups, said, “In
the final hurdle, it was a
masterstroke from the coach
to put in Redmayne and to
create a historic moment for
Australia and himself.”

The 2022 World Cup in

}.', ’
Tim Cahill.

Qatar will see six teams from
the Asian Football Confeder-
ation (AFC) — the most in its
history. Cahill, who has five
World Cup goals, has backed
the Asian teams to lead the
way for future generations.
“The game has changed
in levels. Australia is now
ranked fifth or sixth in Asia,
they are not dominating like
in the past. Whereas coun-
tries like Japan and South

Tejaswin Shankar not perturbed by Commonwealth Games snub

The high jumper clinches NCAA gold, but fails to make the Indian squad for the quadrennial event

ATHLETICS

JONATHAN SELVARA]J
NEW DELHI

Tejaswin Shankar, represent-
ing Kansas State University,
won gold in the men’s high
jump in Eugene, Oregon, on
Sunday, becoming only the
second Indian ever, after ten-
nis player Somdev Devvar-
man, to win two National Col-
legiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) titles in the United
States. But, it’s a victory
that’s come at a cost.

The 24-year-old from New
Delhi successfully cleared
2.27m finishing ahead of two
jumpers who have the third
best jumps in the world this
season.

In doing so, Tejaswin also
became the only Indian to
have matched the Athletic
Federation of India’s own
qualification standards in the

high jump for the Common-
wealth Games, also set at
2.27m.

However, after a selection
committee meeting held in
Chennai on Thursday morn-
ing, Tejaswin was not includ-
ed in the list of 37 names
picked by the Indian federa-
tion. But he seems to have
made peace with the deci-
sion.

“It isn’t that the CWG
wasn’t in the back of my
head. It was in the front of my
head. Last time (in 2018) 1
came sixth. This time I want-
ed to do better.

Not in my control

“When I saw that the (qualifi-
cation) standard was set at
2.27m, my only real goal was
to match it. And once that
happened, I was satisfied be-
cause I'd done what I could.
The rest is not in my hands so

why should I worry,” he says.

Tejaswin has been through
this drill before. Back in 2018,
in his first year of college, he
was told to come back to In-
dia and match the CWG qual-
ification standard at the Fed-
eration Cup in Patiala. This
despite the fact that not only
he had matched the standard
but also set a new National
record of 2.28m at the Big 12
indoor competition in Ames,
a month earlier.

Tejaswin, 20 then, had
done so because he didn’t
want to ruffle any feathers
and didn’t feel he really had a
choice. At that time, there
were also a couple of months
between the Federation Cup
and the NCAA champion-
ships.

This time, the AFI had cho-
sen the final qualification
tournament to be the Inter-
state which almost coincided

with the NCAA’s dates.

Tejaswin says he weighed
his options and chose to stay
and compete in the USA.

“When I came to the USA
for the first time, it was be-
cause I wanted to become a
better athlete. It wasn’t so
that I could compete for the
rest of my life in the colle-
giate system. In the end, I
have to represent India. The
goal was to get better in 4-5
years.

“It’s easy to talk about hav-
ing long-term perspective but
you have to do something in
those 4-5 years as well. Unfor-
tunately, by the end, it came
to whether I will come for
this competition or that. That
was the sad part of the story,”
says Tejaswin, whose Nation-
al record of 2.29m was also
set in the USA.

Read the full interview in
Sportstar: bit.ly/TICWG

‘Mirabai needs to improve in snatch’

National coach Vijay Sharma says she has to put in a little more effort

WEIGHTLIFTING

Y.B. SARANGI
KOLKATA

As Mirabai Chanu on Thurs-
day lifted 86kg in snatch in
her first competition in the
women’s 49kg category after
the Tokyo Games, chief Na-
tional coach Vijay Sharma
said the Olympics silver me-
dallist needed to improve
her snatch performance
ahead of the Commonwealth
Games.

Mirabai — who took silver
in Tokyo with efforts of 87kg
in snatch, 115kg in clean and
jerk and 202kg in total — did
86kg in her first snatch at-
tempt, but could not lift
89kg in her two subsequent
attempts in the inaugural
Khelo India National-ranking
women’s weightlifting cham-
pionships at Nagrota Bag-
wan, Himachal Pradesh.

She did 105kg in her first
and only clean and jerk at-
tempt to claim the gold me-
dal with an aggregate of
191kg.

Sharma said the main fo-
cus was on Mirabai’s snatch
performance. “Her rhythm
for the competition is not

»

Get better: Mirabai has to fine-tune her snatch routine. =arp

there. But technically she is
alright as she began from
86kg.

Good test
“This event was a good test.
The athlete got to know that
one should not be overconfi-
dent. Also, there is a need to
put in a little more effort.”
After the Olympics, Mira-
bai competed in the Singa-
pore international event in
February in 55kg and gave
identical performances.

“In Singapore, she started
with 80kg. Here her first at-
tempt was 86kg. She can
start from 87kg and can go
past 90kg,” said Sharma.

Two major events
The Birmingham Common-
wealth Games in late July
and the World champion-
ships in Bogota, Colombia,
in December are the next big
events for Mirabai.

“The first target is to im-
prove the performance in

The World
championships will
be the starting point
for our preparations
for the Paris
Olympics

VIJAY SHARMA

C

snatch in the Common-
wealth Games. She is lagging
a bit. She will maintain her
clean and jerk performance.
“The World champion-
ships, where the main fight
will be among lifters from
some top Asian countries,
will be the starting point for
our preparations for the Pa-
ris Olympics,” said Sharma.

Advance departure

As part of its preparations
for the Commonwealth
Games, the Indian weightlift-
ing contingent will leave for
Birmingham a month in
advance.

“We are going to Birming-
ham on June 24, a month
prior to the event. We want
to get acclimatised to the
conditions and prepare well
as the competition has be-
come slightly tougher,” said
Sharma.

Rare feat: Tejaswin became only the second Indian e

Korea are the leaders to dic-
tate that now and countries
like Qatar to follow.

“The six nations have a
chance to basically produce
upsets. So embrace it and
enjoy it.

“In the last World Cup, Ja-
pan was exceptional and
2006 was exceptional for
Australia. There’s going to
be moments where two of
these six nations will hope-
fully produce something
special and fly the flag on be-
half of Asia,” he said.

The former Everton and
Jamshedpur FC footballer
picked South Korea’s Heung
min-Son as the Asian player
to shine followed by Japan’s
Takumi Minamino and Aus-
tralia’s Ajdin Hrustic. Cahill
also has big hopes from Qa-
tar’s Akram Afif.

ver, after tennis player Somdev
Devvarman, to win NCAA titles in the United States. =TwITTER/KSTATETFXC

Meghana-Shahu combine takes honours

Nancy and Samarvir Singh win junior gold in mixed air rifle

SHOOTING

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Meghana Sajjanar and Sha-
hu Mane outgunned Nisha
Kanwar and Divyansh Singh
Panwar 16-6 for the air rifle
mixed team gold in the 20th
Kumar Surendra Singh
shooting championship on
Thursday.

The Railway pair consis-
tently hit an average of 10.4
or more on each shot in rac-
ing to victory after the two
teams were on par at 4-4.

The Delhi duo of Paarth
Makhija and Rajshree San-
cheti bagged one of the two
bronze medals by beating
Arshdeep Singh and Ramita
Jindal 16-14. Delhi shot 20.6,
a decimal point better than
Haryana to clinch the deci-
sive two points after the
teams were tied on 14-14.

Karnataka looked to be
cruising to victory in the first
bronze medal match when
Darius Saurastri and Smriti
Prabhu led 15-7, but Surya
Pratap Singh and Zeena
Khitta caught up for Hima-
chal Pradesh. The Karnataka
pair clinched the bronze

Crack shots: Meghana and Shahu.. =kamesH sriNvAsAN

with a score of 20.3 as
against 20.0.

Nancy and Samarvir
Singh won the junior gold
for Haryana, by beating the
Uttar Pradesh duo of Anush-
ree Rai and Vidit Jain 16-12.

The results: Mixed air rifle: 1.
Railways (Meghana Sajjanar,
Shahu Mane) 16 (629.4); 2. Ra-
jasthan (Divyansh Panwar,
Nisha Kanwar) 6 (630.0); 3.
Delhi (Paarth Makhija, Rajshree
Sancheti) 16 (626.3); 4. Harya-
na (Arshdeep Singh, Ramita
Jindal) 14 (627.6); 3. Karnataka
(Darius Saurastri, Smriti Prab-
hu) 17 (627.0); 4. Himachal Pra-
desh (Surya Pratap Singh, Zee-
na Khitta) 15 (627.2).

Juniors: 1. Haryana (Nancy, Sa-
marvir Singh) 16 (627.4); 2. Ut-
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tar Pradesh (Anushree Rai, Vi-
dit Jain) 12 (628.5); 3. Gujarat
(Muskaan Kacholia, Rushiraj Ja-
deja) 17 (626.3); 4. Andhra Pra-
desh (Umamahesh Maddineni,
Yashika Shriramoj) 13 (624.3);
3. West Bengal (Abhinav Shaw,
Arnisha Chowdhury) 16
(625.6); 4. Punjab (Jasmeen
Kaur, Parikshit Brar) 12 (624.8).

Youth: 1. Uttar Pradesh (Ajay
Malik, Kruti Rai) 16 (625.3); 2.
Andhra Pradesh (Umamahesh
Maddineni, Rashi Mittal) 12
(623.3); 3. Rajasthan (Daksh-
veer Singh, Devanshi Katara) 16
(621.3); 4. Karnataka (Darius
Saurastri, Yukthi Rajendra) 12
(623.3); 3. Maharashtra (Parth
Mane, Shikha Nanda) 17
(621.5); 4. Punjab (Mridvika
Bhardwaj, Ripudaman Pnaech)
13 (622.0).
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