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Lok Sabha byelections a
crucial test for SP, AAP
NEW DELHI
Bypolls were held to the
Lok Sabha seats of Azamgarh
and Rampur in Uttar Pradesh
and Sangrur in Punjab on
Thursday. The results on
Sunday will reveal if the
Samajwadi Party can hold on
to its bastions and the AAP
government can withstand
the outrage over the murder
of singer Sidhu Moosewala.

NEWS » PAGE 13

Trade unions to join

stir against Agnipath

NEW DELHI

The 10 Central trade unions
in the Opposition camp and
several independent sectoral
federations and associations
on Thursday decided to
support the agitations
against the Agnipath scheme.
They will join the protests
called by the Samyukt

Kisan Morcha on Friday.

NEWS » PAGE 12

DAILY GUIDANCE MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

by Sunil Gupta Sir

www.lassetu.com
26/26, 01d Rajinder Nagar, Delhi-60 ) 88266 19699

Pawar says they have to prove majority, but no BJP leader

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI

Days after his revolt against
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and the
Shiv Sena-led coalition go-
vernment in the State, rebel
party leader Eknath Shinde
on Thursday said the entire
operation of splitting the
party was supported by a
“national party”. He, howev-
er, did not say it was the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP).

In response, Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) chief
Sharad Pawar advised the re-
bels that no BJP leader
would come to guide them
when they arrived in Mum-
bai to prove the majority in
the Legislative Assembly.

In the evening, the rebel
group claimed to have sent
another letter to Deputy
Speaker Narhari Zirwal, with
the signatures of 42 MLAs
and claiming Mr. Shinde to
be the Sena’s legislature par-
ty leader.

On Wednesday, the rebel
group sent a letter with the
signatures of 34 MLAs.

The Sena on Wednesday
removed Mr. Shinde and ap-
pointed Ajay Choudhari the
legislature party leader, to

Split Sena: Rebel leader Eknat

which the rebel group has
objected, claiming majority.

Mr. Zirwal’s office said
that no new letter had been
received. “The group leader
is decided based on the par-
ty chief’s letter, and I have
received a letter from Sena

naming [Ajay] Choudhari as
the legislature party leader,
which I have accepted,” Mr.
Zirwal said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12
EDITORIAL » PAGE 8

h Shinde with MLAs at a

Disqualify 12 MLAs, Sena
urges Deputy Speaker

. STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

chief Uddhav Thackeray :
: leader Ajay Choudhari

¢ submitted petitions before

. the Deputy Speaker of the

¢ Assembly on Thursday

: evening to disqualify 12

: MLAs from the rebel group.
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Shiv Sena Legislature Party

Eknath Shinde, Tanaji

Hotel in Gl-Jwaha

‘Shinde says rebel Sena group
has support of ‘national party’

can guide them in it

= =
ti on Thursday. =pmi

Sawant, Balaji Kinikar, Anil
Babar, Bharat Gogawale,
Prakash Surve, Mahesh
Shinde, Abdul Sattar,
Yamini Jadhav, Sandipan
Bhumre, Sanjay Shirsat and
Lata Sonawane are the 12
legislators.
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BRICS suj

HPOTTS

dialogue between

Russia, U

Kraine

PM hails ‘practical’ cooperation of group

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

Blaming “selfish actions” by
western countries for the
economic crisis due to sanc-
tions, Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin called for the
strengthening of BRICS
(Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa) at a virtual
summit of leaders of the
grouping hosted by China
on Thursday. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and the
other leaders discussed the
situation in Ukraine and
Afghanistan.

While Mr. Modi focussed
on the importance of BRICS
in the post-pandemic global
economic recovery, Chinese
President Xi Jinping called
upon members to reject the
“Cold War mentality” and
oppose what he called “un-
ilateral sanctions” by the
U.S. and the European
Union.

Meeting point

Mr. Modi said the BRICS
countries had a “very simi-
lar view of the governance
of the global economy”. He
hailed “practical” coopera-

\

Narendra Modi addressing
the BRICS summit in New
Delhi on Thursday. =pri

tion in a number of areas,
including the New Develop-
ment Bank, a satellite agree-
ment, a COVID Research
and Development Centre set
up in South Africa, and the
mutual recognition of phar-
ma products, including CO-
VID vaccines and
medicines.

The Beijing summit de-
claration said that BRICS
countries recalled their na-
tional positions as ex-
pressed at the United Na-
tions over the past few
months.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

Key AIADMK
meeting held
amid chaos

ARAVIND KUMAR B.
CHENNAI

The executive and general
council of the All India An-
na Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam (AIADMK) that met
under chaotic circum-
stances on the outskirts of
Chennai on Thursday
could not deliberate on the
demand to elect former
Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami as its su-
preme leader.

In an order at the crack
of dawn, a Division Bench
of the Madras High Court
restrained the AIADMK
from taking any decision
on restoring unitary lea-
dership.

Hostile situation

Party coordinator and
three-time former Chief
Minister O. Panneersel-
vam, who is against
amending the dual leader-
ship structure in the
ATADMK, the principal Op-
position party in Tamil Na-
du, faced a hostile situa-
tion and stood hopelessly
outnumbered at the gener-
al council.

Mr. Panneerselvam left
the venue in a huff with a
few supporters before the
meeting ended.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12
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For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Division Shopian_, invitese-tenders from reputed and resourceful tal(e la“/ eXaI I I :

Bidders/Firms/Companies/of all classes as per scope registered in JAPWD/CPWD/Railways or any other state Government for below mentioned works at :

various Water Supply schemes of PHE Division Shopian of Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM).

The bidding process shall be completed ogluje on vwww:jkte_nders.gov,in in two covers V\Z.Qoyeﬂst consi_st\ng of General Terms and Conditions and P . . . . . . ,

Technical Specifications and Cover 2nd consisting of Financial Bid on over all percentage rate basis, in the prescribed BOQ. STAFF REPORTER L_G Seel(s aCtlon agalnst 4th OfﬁClal; govt' tO reclalm land, I-aZe ConstructlonS, lf any

"i-) Particulars of the work Estimated Tander Earnest v ?I:jjny Time of NEW DELHI

ee money ali Completi . . . .
(E::;) (in Rs.) Deposit of o f;g;s) Observing that getting edu- JATIN ANAND “The process continued ment officials who were part
cation is a fundamental NEW DELHI with Nagender Shekhar Pati  of these “deals” will follow

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 . . s . S . .

+ Loy & Fiting of Devery and s ulon Wl conssing ST GMS 4025 | 020 -~ T7e5 . right, a Delhi court has al- A day after two Sub-Division- Tripathi giving away bhumi-  over the coming days. The
and Ductie Iron Pipes of _ different Nominal Bores along with pipe fttings | = 05 | pnnexured lowed a murder accused to al Magistrates and a deputy darirights of the land in sep-  government will also reclaim
and control valves, Construction of 0.25 lac gallon Ground Service to this Bid . . . 7 N . .
Reservoirs (GSR) and Execution of ancillary civil works lie Constrution of document appear in the All India Law secretary posted at Chief Mi- arate orders in November the land, which has been ille-
RCC Intake works . At Water Supply scheme checki Aziz Hakeem of . . . N . . . o oy
Division Shopian of Kashmir Province Entrance Test, 2022 con- nister Arvind Kejriwal’s of- 2019 and Harshit Jain doing  gally sold to private entities,
Laying & Fitting of Deli d Distribution Mai isting of GMS i R iell- i » i i

2 | Loing & Fing of Delvery ot Deintn i conssiva 1SS | 7098 | - US98 | gy | AsPer ducted by National Law Un fice were suspended on Lieu- the same in June 2021,” the  and any illegal construction

i i i to this Bid . - ) )
fitngs and_control valves & Execution of ancillary civil works like iversity in Delhi tenant-Governor Vinai source added there will be demolished
Construction of RCC intake/head works/sedimentation tank and d t . . . .
construction of cahain link fencing -for Water Supply scheme Meemender ocumen The accused, Shashank Kumar Saxena’s directions, said the sources.

Gagren of Division Shopian of Kashmir Province d lh b d . l . d h h ‘ . d l N d d d . 1

3 Laying & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting of GMS Tubes 1.2002 As P Ja 01:1’ a Delhi-base engl- sources C. aime that the Owner mlgrate to Pak. On We n.es aY’ ISCIP %n-
and Ductile Iron Pipes ofdifferent Nominal Bores along with pipe fitings and | 60.01 S00- days | e neering graduate, was ar- three officials were part of a A All these land parcels, ac- ary proceedings had been in-
control valves and Execution of ancillary civil works like Intake works .at ? c H . . . . . oy s .

Water Supply scheme Nadigam Kulpora of Division Shopian of Kashmir fo this Bid rested in 2017 by the CBI, land scam in outer Delhi. L-G Vinai Kumar Saxena =riLe  cording to a source, be- itiated against Mr. Thakur,

4 _Il__a)éing &dF:Stingt]_‘oleeli;_ery anfddlif)fistribtu’t\}on Ma:rés consilsnng gtfher_ws o749 5001 1.9498 20y As Per along with a cab driver, for According to sources, Mr. ~ PHOTO longed to a man named Kar-  posted as a deputy secretary

ubes an uctile Iron Pipes of different lominal Bores along with pipe 1 T 1 1 1 1
fiings and control vaves,  Consiructon of 0.35 1ac gallon Ground Annexured allegedly murdering a 27 Saxena has recommended to mu and were located in in the Delhi CMO, Mr. Jain,
Service Resenoirs rff‘sn’:)#;ﬁﬂgpwgeffgm Sivil works ke document year-old techie, Ankit Chua- the Ministry of Home Affairs  Thakur, ad hoc DANICS, Na-  Jhangola village in North Del-  SDM, Vasant Vihar, and Mr.
Karewa of Division Shopian of Kashmir Province han, in Noida in April 2015. the suspension of another of-  gender Shekhar Pati  hi district. The land was de-  Sharma, SDM, VIvek Vihar,

5| Leying& FitingofDelvery and Distuion Mains consstngof GUS Tubes | g | gy, 912 gy | Asper ‘While granting him per- ficial — Nagender Shekhar Pa- ~ Triapthi, DANICS, and De-  clared “evacuee property” on charges of “corruption
control valves Construction of 0.15 lac gallon Ground Service Reservo to this Bid mission to appear for the ti Tripathi, posted as an Addi- vender Sharma, ad hoc DAN-  after his migration to Pakis- and non-probity” in their
(GSR), Execution of ancillary civil works like Conversion of existing SSFP document . . . . . . . . . . .
into storage/PST.at Water Supply scheme Saidpora of Division Shopian of exam at Lloyd Law College tional District Magistrate — ICS — had, during their te- tanand its ownership wasle- functioning. The complaint
Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission . d h f h 1 1 h l d ll d . h l . h 1

& | Laying & Fifing of Delvery and Disbution Mains conssing of GVS | oo 30 -~ 3072 o ror m‘Greater. N01 a, the court or his links to the scam, nure as S'D.M, Alipur, passe gally vested in the Centra against Mr. .T akur, a source
Tubes and Dutile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe | - 04y | pnnexure-! said, “Judicial record shows which revolves around the orders giving away owner- government. said, pertained to his pre-
fittings and control valves Construction of 0.20 lac gallon Ground Service to this Bid .. N . N . . A
Reservoir (GSR),Execution of ancillary civil works lie Construction of document that a similar request made sale of a Central government  ship of government land “in “While suspension orders  vious posting and was not re-
Intake works. At Water Supply scheme Balpora Ganovpora of Division . . . . . . . . . oy
Shopian of Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission by the accused in 2020 was land to private individuals criminal connivance with of Devender Sharma, Pra- lated to his present position

7 | Laving & Fitting gg;ggg;;;3i;tg;?;g,";gf;g;f;nn;;z;;gge;gm;;gﬁg 84.73 500 1O sogays |, Aser allowed. .The.refore,' it between 2015 and June 2021. private individuals or ent@- ka.sh Qhand Thakur and Har-  in the CMO. ' .
control valves Construction of 0.20 lac gallon Ground Service Reservoir to this Bid seems that it is in the inter- All the four officials had, ties” for apparent “pecuni- shit Jain were issued on June Sources said the officials
(GSR) and Execution of ancillary civil works like Cpnstrucﬂon qf of Intgke document . N . A . R 3 »

Works/RCC intake chamber athead it & construction ofchan ink encing est of justice, if permission while occupying the office of  ary benefits in return”. 21, the L-G has recommend- were placed under suspen-
Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission is granted.” SDM, Alipur, over the years, “While Devender Sharma ed the suspension of Nagen- sion before completion of in-

g |Laying &Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting of GMS Tubes 14.74 500/ 2.2948 As Per . . . . . . . . .. . .
and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fitingsand | 114 - days |, AsPer Vacation Judge Chandra allegedly engaged in illegal ~gave bhumidari[land owner- der Shekhar Pati Tripathi, quiries into the allegations
{(SSR) slong-with Shice ehamber Exceuion of anciiry s worke ke to this Bid Shekhar of Rouse Avenue sale of small parcels of land  ship] rights on the govern- who is a selection-grade of- against them in line with the
E;’Q,ngﬂ‘,f;oﬁf;jgﬁ‘,"ngsﬁi;Z;T,‘f@‘;;{;?f,éﬁ’f}hgg SRty seherme court Fomplex directed the Whose original _owner had ment l_and in separate orders ficer, to the MHA, wh!ch is  L-G's “commitment to zero
Jeevan Mission Superintendent of Dasna migrated to Pakistan during on a single day in June 2015, the competent authority in  tolerance towards corrup-

9 Laying & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting of GMS Tubes 2.5652 As Per .o . « oy . . ” . . . . .
and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittings and | 128-26 500- wdays |, . jail to “make necessary ar- Partition, the sources said. Prakash Chand Thakur gave  his case,” the source said. tion and ensuring probity in
control valves Construction of 0.15 lac gallon Ground Service Reservoir tn?:'xuég& ”» . . . . . . .

(GSR),Execution of ancillary civil works like Construction of Chain Link to this Bid rangements” for the ac- The four officials — Harshit —away the land rights in June According to sources, ac- the functioning of the go-
K Provine ol U IRl o o e icgion. S on Shopien of cused to take the exam. Jain, DANICS, Prakash Chand ~ 2019;” a source said. tion against more govern- vernment”.

10 | Laying & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting of GMS Tubes | 89.67 500/- 1.7934 90 days As Per
and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittings and Annexure-l
control valves Construction of 0.15 lac gallon Ground Service Reservoir to this Bid
LGSR).EXeﬁL{J(\i,?In‘of gnmll‘ary cr\]wl wo}r<ks I\rl:_e (Eﬁpst;ugwonv of (Slr?a\r_\ Linl; document °

encing. ater Su scheme Krachipathri of ivision opian of - H
Kashm?r Province ofUTg?Jy&K, under Jal JeeSan Mission P N ew Okhl a I nd UStrI al Deve I opm e nt AUthorI ty GrOu I I » '» ater prOJ eCt
Laying & Fitting of Deli d Distribution Mai isting of GMS Tub B —

" a%g%cm; \Irg%(;’ip:slg?criyiffaeientlligmLi‘n‘aolnBora;I;salcoor:‘gs::i:;%;e fimngsuaﬁcis 158.40 500/- 3.168 90 days A As Per . . . N N .
control valves & Execution of ancillary civil works like Construction of intake nnexure-| Adm Ini Stl’atl ve BUI I dl ng, Se CtOI'- 6 N [o]] da, G. B. N a ga r ( U . P. ) 3 3 ~
works, Conversion of existing SSFP into storage/PST and Construction of to this Bid N . N . ' S OW] I l I'e Su tS. ISO la
chain link fencing. at Water Supply scheme Dangam Ratnipora of Division document We bSIte . WWw. nholi daa uthOI’ItyOm Ine.com [

Shopian of Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission

12 Laying & Fitting of_De\ivery_and Distribyt\on Mains consis_ting ofGMSTubes 110.62 500 2.2124 As Per

d Ductile Iron Pi fdifferentN I B I th pipe fitti d : 90 days -

o el leron el cres g e g and Annexure: . Ny E-TENDERNOTICE STAFF REPORTER 2019.

P o e varar Sy document E-Tenders are invited from eligible contractors/firm for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and NEW DELHI The aim of the project
seheme Tekipora Tengpora of Division Shopian of Kashir Province of UT same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders are There has been a rise of 0.5 was to divert the water to
of , under Jal Jeevan Mission i . o oy . . . . . . I .

Taying & Fifing of Delivery and DIStbiion Mains consisting of GNIS Tubes P available on Noida Authority's official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com & https:/etender.up.nic.in. Please to 2 metres in the ground- the pond so that it could

13 | and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fitings and | 101.49 500/- ’ 90 days As Per ensure to see these websites for any changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.
control valves & Construction of 0.25 lac lac gallons Ground Service I:n:]:i);ué?(;l AVF h-Tender Work water near a 26-acre pond perCOlate and recharge the
R ir (GSR) and Execution of ancill il works like Construction of o - : .
ig?aSkGeN Svorks, fcih"r‘verTsie{n“ ;? °e32«?L§V:/yscst'psw ?;u; Istet?‘ra(:;r;S/Pr:?/%"ogn% document ) Fresh-Tender Work: made by the Delhi govern-  groundwater.

tructi in li ing. at Wat
Tengpora of Division Shopian of Kashmir Province of UT of J8K, under Ja S.N|  Jobs No. Name of the work Te?lgeff«moimt ment on the Yamuna flood “In the study conducted
Jeevan Mission S. Lacs . . . .

14 |Laying &Fitting of_Dehvery_and Distribyt\on Mains consis_ting ofGMSTubes 111.59 500)- 2.2318 90 days As Per — — - — plalns m Palla’ DepLIty Chlef by the gOVernment, It was
and Ducte ron Pipes ofdiferent Nominal Bores along with ipe fitings and ¥ Annexure-I 1| 15/PGM/Sr.M(E&M)- | Providing 12.5 mtr. Semi High Mast Light & Providing street 86.96 Minister Manish Sisodia said  seen that the groundwater
Reservoir (GSR) and Execution of ancillary civil works like Construction of g’oir::rsng::: 111/2022-23 ||ght miSSing p0|e in 4 nos. Main Market & different place of on Thursday. recharge from thiS projeCt is
inlake‘works‘ and Construction of chain link fe‘ncwbng,wa!er‘Supply schemg sector 34 Noida The pI‘OjeCt tO COlleCt ex moving tOWaI‘dS the C]ty
Wangipora Ist & Muradpora Chakoo of Division Shopian of Kashmir ] . -

Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission N . .

15 | LEYing & Filing o Delvery and Disirbution Vains consising of GIS Tubes | o 06414 nePor 2 | 16/PGM/Sr.M(E&M)-| Annual Maintenance of 63 KVA Transformer Installed for street 32.45 cess flood water passing from the Yamuna river,” Mr.
Corirelvalves & Execuion of ancilry GWilworks e Gonsitucion o ek | ' e | annexure 111/2022-23 light on road between sector-14 & 15, Sector-16, 17, DSC through the river during the ~ Sisodia said. He describing
b e e bora 216 of onvision Shopian of document road, Sector-16A and MP-2 road Hajipur road sector-99 and monsoon was started in the project as a success.
Laying & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting of GMS Tubes 1.717 1 00) Nolda.

16 | and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittings and | 85.85 500/ . 90 days As Per — . — -

B O e e o wervce Anrexured 3 | 11/PGM/Sr.M(E&M)- | Internal Electrification (Rewiring) of different Barat Ghar, 38.86

Bath Room/Renovation of Existing Chowkidar Quarter, at Water Supply document IV/2022'23 Chopal, T0||et BlOCkS in diﬁerent Vi”ages & Sectors Of E&M-lV, NORTH ERN RAI LWAY
s?‘}}zrlze Kgnikfo‘tJngwa’&d of Division Shopian of Kashmir Province of UT NOida OPEN E TENDER NOTlCE

Of , under Jal Jeevan Mission . -

1T e N B g oy | 94:14 500/- 18828 90 days plsper | The above tenders can be uploaded by dated 07.07.2022 up to 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be The Sr. Divisional Engineer-Iil, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for
control valves Construction of 0.20 lac gallon Ground Service Reservoirs to this Bid opened/dowmoaded ondated 08.07.2022 at 11.00 AM. the following work.

(GSR), at Water Supply scheme Hirpora of Division Shopian of Kashmir document " "
Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission B) Re-Tender Work: 1 [ Name of Const_ructlon of_ FOB at Adarsh Nagar for entry from Shalimar

18 Laying & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting of GMS Tubes 17532 Ao p work Bagh in the section of SSE/W/L/DLI under ADEN/DLI
Sontor aves Conerucion of 0.5 1 gaton Grouad Senies Recarvar | — | ®" 0S|y pmexured S.N|  Jobs No. Name of the work Tender Amount 2| Approx. cost | Rs. 8,09,87,434.61 (Rupees Eight Crore Nine Lakh Eighty
(GSR), and Execution of ancillary civil works like Construction of Chain Link to this Bid (Rs. Lacs) of work Seven Thousand Four Hundred Thirty Four and Sixty One paise
Fencing. _ . . _ document — - - — - only)

BT o e iy 1on Shopian of Kashrir 4 | 03/PGM/Sr.M(E&M)- | External Electrification work of Noida Entry Gate Kalindi Kunj 49.79 3 | Earnest Money to be deposited Rs. 5.54,900/- (Rupees Five Lakh Fifty

o | CHFE g of Delvery and Ditbuion Vs corsing oGNS Tubes | / Py o IV/2022-23 road sector-94, Noida (Beautification of Noida Gate). Four Thousand Nine Hundred Only)
and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittings and X 500/- - 90 d: s Per — " 3
contrl valves Gonsncton of 0.1 50 gson Ground Setvioe Resarvlr ¥ | Annexured The above tenders can be uploaded by dated 30.06.2022 up to 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be 4| Cost of tender document Rs. 0/

along with sluice chamber, Execution of ancillary civil works like . . .
Cons(ructios of Chain Link Fencing. At Water Supply s(%eme Naidkhore document Opened/downloaded ondated 01.07.2022 at 11.00 AM. Princi pal General Manager 5 Date & T,Ime of SUbn.,"sswn of 19.07.2022 @ 15:00 Hrs.
Kathowhallan of Division Shopian of Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under NOIDA tender bid and opening of tender
Jal Jeevan Mission
Website particulars where complete

20 | Name of work: Laying & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting | 167.76 500/ 3.3552 90 days As Per LEAN GREEN sAFE & sEcURE No A 6 | details of tender documents can www.ireps.gov.in
of GMS Tubes and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with Annexure-| J J be seen
pipe fittings and control valves at Various ongoing Schemes of PHE to this Bid
E/I‘i‘;issiig: Shopian of Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan document G t f J & K h . o The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system

- : - - IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system.
7y | St T80 oy et WL o A |y | | A9 | oy | e o & 2 sy e e e
pd . Annexure-|
iSSP e aorsasSt ot Wtr Sy cone oo oy DIRECTORATE OF FLORICULTURE SRINAGAR KASHMIR Mmoo,
Jeevan Mission HN H H H . . u y wi U

2 Laying & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting of GMS Tubes 11444 nep Tel 0194 2474234 Fax 2482032 emall' kaShﬂon@redI"mall'com banking or payment gateway only.

d Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal B long with pipe fiti d | 57.22 500)- : s Per F . : . i - - :
:gmmtlm\/l;vgnanlgeéfecimirner;f :r:rc\:lr::ry célr\ils agniv‘:kepg:n:lelpgznanof 90 days Annoxure-d su bject - Extenswn N0.01 No. 128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/29/2022-23/W-3 Dated : 22.06.2(:;2;0/2022
SSFPinto PST/S ) to this Bid . o e . . )
ot Sty 2 kuchan Wasowhallan & Sangren Wazirchok of P In view of poor response, the last date for submission of bids invited vide this office e- TS NI

72 | o & Fiting o Dlivery and Diiuion s corsisingof GIS Tues pyow o Tender Notice No.08 of 2022 dated.30.05.2022 for Outsourcing of Entry ticketing
el st TGS ps gy | 408 | sk system of Akad Park, Pahalgam i hereby extended as per the details given below: - NORTHERN RAILWAY
Reservoir (GSR) and excution of ancillary civil works like Conversion of to this Bid . . R
SSFP into PST/storage/reactivation of existing S.R/Head works at Water document 1. | Period of dOWn'Oadlng of 21.06.2022from 03:30 PM to TENDER NOTICE
Supply scheme Kharwara Tachlo_o qf Division Shopian of Kashmir Province b|dd|n document 05072022 upto 0200 PM
of UTof J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission : 9 = P The Sr.DME/Diesel, Northern Railway, Diesel Loco Shed, Tughlakabad for and on
Laying & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting of GMS Tubes 1.5212 2. | Bid submission Start Date 21.06.2022 from 04:00 PM behalf of President of India invites e-tenders for the following work. The tender will

24 | and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittings and | 76.06 500/ ) 90 days As Per . . . :
control valves Construction of 0.45 lac gallon Ground Service Reservoirs Annexure-| 3. | Bid submission End Date 05.07.2022 up to 02:00 PM be accepted online only in the prescribed tender document.

(GSR), & _Execu(ion of _ancil\ary civil works like Cons_truclion ) of to this Bid : . : Subject D intion
O O O Lk rencing document 4.| Date & time of Opening of Tenders (Online) 07.07.2022 at 02:00 PM e escription

hmir Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission P . : : : Name of Work “Comprehensive AMC of MASTER CONTROLLER
Kas i Other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid Tender unit in various schedules (Yearly, 3 Yearly and 6
Laying &»Fi(‘ling of_ De{ivery_ and Distnbl_mon Mains consis_(ing pf GMS Tubes 1.5564 NOtiCe N A . v

25 | andDuctile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittingsand | 77.82 500/- . 90 days As Per . Yearly) fitted in HHP Locomotives.
control valves & Execution of ancillary civil works like Construction of Annexure-|
collection sump, Construction of Pump House cum operator quarter , to this Bid By Order Sd/ Place of Work Diesel Shed, Tughlakabad, New Delhi-110044.
Chowkidar quarter, Chemical shed , and Construction of Chain link fencing document Oar= - -
zt an(.erPSupply sf%]_le_mfeJ&E})(urpoga Jcr}eJermargMgf Division Shopian of Accounts Officer Completion period 24 months

ashmir Province o O , under Jal Jeevan Mission . . . .

26 | Laying & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting of GMS Tubes | g0 47 500 1.0094 As Per DIPK-4676/22 (Member Secretary) Approximate cost of Rs. 69,49,519.14/- including GST @18% (Rs. Sixty
and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittings and - . 90 days Annexure-l Work Nine Lakh Forty Nine Thousand Five Hundred
control valves & Execuljon of avncvi\lary civil works like Cpnslrucliory of to this Bid N N " N Nineteen and Fourteen Paisa 0n|y Including GST
B Water Supply scheme Rebon Kiloura of Diison Shopian of Koanmr document Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Limited @18%)

Province of UT of J&K, under Jal J Missi h - -

27 L::r‘i/r:r:; Ei(‘lingoof DeIi\:Jenryearn:Di:ten\:ur:\or:Sl\jII:i:s consisting of GMS Tubes 2.162 Regd. Offi an(l(:-':;N. U?%gﬂizoéfggmgﬂ)‘l?l K i Col Earnest Money Rs.1,39,000/- (Rs. One Lakh Thirty Nine Thousand
and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittings and 108.1 500/- 90 days Arﬁ\se::rre-l egd. 1ce — oor, ( - ) uilding,susai Colony, only)

ool e & et of arclley i vrts e Gtk o020 o i Doranda, Ranchi 834 002 Description of Similar | The approved definiton o simiar nature of work e
jacketting incl construction of RCC Dome to 1.0 | llon SR and i tract e Tenderer should be either an of Master
Jrztr:vo?/z;{\]gn Ir(])(f: C?]?/jk‘}gz:ogu:ner. for V\ZiTeer Soupply sacilegr:eogii No.al_nift 1“ TIME EXTENSION NOTICE ervice Lontrac Controller or Authorized dealerofany OEM for Master
schemes of Watchi of Division Shopian of Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, . . . . . . .

under Jal Jeevan Mission Time extension against following NITs is hereby extended in following manner : - Controller or Sources approved by RDSO for related
Laying & Fitting of Del d Distribution Mai isting of GMS Tub 0.6672 work”

2 a:%%ctilelIIrg%%ip:sl\é?cr!yif?er;emlri:m‘ilngnBoraelgsal?:gs lvillrr:%l?ne fittingsu asz 33.36 So0k- 90 days Arﬁ\se:::e-l NIT No. Name of the works Technical Eligibilit As per clause 10 of tender form (second sheet) of
control valves & Execution of ancillary civil works like Construction of Chain to this Bid Design, Engineering, Supply, Erection, Testing and Commissioning of following work on - gibtily P
link fencing for water supply scheme Manzimpora of Division Shopian of document . Criteria Tender Document.

Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission turnkey bass :- Financial Eligibilit; As per clause 10 of tender form (second sheet) of

29 | LaYing & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting of GMS Tubes 1.3816 32/PR/JUSNL/ | (i) 400/220/132/33 kV, 2 x 500 + 2x200 +2x80 MVA Grid sub-station including o 9 Y p
and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittingsand | 69.08 500/- 90 days As Per . o . .. Criteria Tender Document.
control valves &  Construction of 0.25 lac lac gallons Ground Service Annexure-1 22-23 construction of Control Room Building & approach road with other civil works at Website to download
Reservoir (GSR) and Execution of ancillary civil works like Construction of :;’o::r::fnzrl:: Koderma and upload e-tender | www.ireps govin
Chain link fencing/protecti kto spring at Water Supply scheme Agl .. - - -gov.

Hefaf‘gr:::m;nglfnlg\\ﬁ:oencsl?\g;; of Kashr Pro?/iﬁrcelgf)ﬂﬁ?Jznrz,eun%g (i) 400 kV D/C 3 Ph QM Patratu-Koderma Transmission line (150 Km.) document
IJ_:’ Ji::\;a:ixuns;znt)e”vewand e o e Design, Enlgineering, Supply, Erection, Testing and Commissioning of following work on Due date & time of

30 and Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittings and 33.65 500/- ’ 90 days AnAnse:::e-l 33/PR/JUSNL/ ‘rurnkey basis :- uploading of Tender by | 15.07.2022 upto 12:00 Hrs.
coniral valves Exccution of ancillary civlworks ke Conversion of existing to this Bid 773 (i) 400/220 kV, 2 x 500 MVA Grid sub-station including construction of Control Room tenderer - — - .
at Water Supply scgr)\e.me Reshipora Alamgun; of Division Shopian of document Building & approach road with other civil works at Chandil rel::eer of opening of BIVIS:(D)nIahI' Railway Manager office, State Entry Road,

. K“"'mf"P:’V'Zce °fUT:fd&:v“3"TfJ Jal Jeevn:"M'Ss';’J"JM) (ii) 400 kV D/C QM 3 phase Chandil - Dhanbad GSS Transmission line (133 Km.) Dote & T of Tord ew el

osition of funds: Approved Under Jal Jeevan Mission! - - - - [P - ol - ate Ime of lender .
The tender inviting authority is Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Division Shopian Englneerlng, Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of following transmission line on opening 15.07.2022 after 12:00 hrs.
The awarding authority is District Jal Jeevan Mission (DJJM). 34/PR/JUSNL/ tumkey basis :- Validity of off 45 d f . f tend
CRITICAL DATES 22-23 @) 400 kV D/C 3 Ph QM Patratu-Chandil Transmission line (135 Km.)& alicity of ofter ays Irom opening of tender.

i | PublishDate 20.06.2022 (ii) 400 kV D/C QM 3 ph Chandil-Chaibasa (PGCIL) Transmission line (100 Km.). Allocation 05-312-32

i | DocumentDownload start Date 20.06.2022 Engineering, Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of following transmission line on Tende_r Documgnt can b9 downloaded ‘from Indian Railway website

ii | Clarification startdate 22.06.2022 from 10-:00AM turnkey basis :- www.ireps.gov.in. For details of work experience, scope of work and terms &

| Clarfcationend date 24.06.2022p 06:00PM 35/PRAUSNLY | (i) 220/132/33 KV, 2 x 200 + 2x50 MVA Grid sub-station at Patratu e e s T o e 2022 4

- — - . . . ! ~TKD- -MC-: ated 22.06.2022  1535/2022

v | Bidsubmission startdate 25.06.2022 from 10:00AM 22-23 (ii) 220 kV D/C PTPS Link Lines at Patratu (20 Km.) SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

vi_| Bidsubmission end date 16.07.2022at4:00PM (iii) 220 kV D/C 3 Ph Koderma-Giridih Transmission Line (80 Km.) &

vii | Date ofBidopening 18.07.2022at10:00AM (iv) 220 kV D/C 3 phase 400/220 Chandil GSS - Chandil Transmission line (20 Km.) NORTHERN RAILWAY

1. Bid documents can be accessed and downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in End date and time of upload of BID 11.07.2022 up to 04:00 PM e

2. The whole bidding process shall be_ com_pleled online on tender portal www.jktenders.gov.in. The intending bidders can download the bid document P P L. Inwtat_lon of Te_nders throth E-procuremgnt SyStem )
fromthgteﬁderpoja\andcan submn(helrt.nds.byuploadmg|hem0n|hetenderp0rlal. . ) ! ) ) ) Last date of submission of hard copy Ofbid, EMD & tender cost in the Up to 11.07.2022 at 05:30 PM PrlnC|paI Chief Materials Manager, Nodhem R_allvy&yz New Delhi-

3. Thevalid bids received shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer PHE Division _Shopian. Bids must be accompanied by bid security 8 110001, for and on behalf of the President of India, invites e-tenders
and cost of Tender Document as specified in column 4 &5 of the table and shall be payable at Srinagar. office of G.M, C&M (Non W.B. Pro]ect) through e-procurement system for supply of the following item:-

a.  Thecostoftender documents should be in form of DD/TR/e challan in favour of Executive Engineer PHE Division Shopian. B T T - — . -

4. Thehard copies of cost tender document in shape of TR/e-challan, Earnestmoney inshape of CDR/FDR/BG and other relevant documents shall BID Openmg date for technical & commercial part 13.07.2022 at 04.00 PM SI.No.|Tender No.| Brief Description Qty. |[Closing Date
be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial cover. - - - - - - - - Equivalent to Harmonic

5. The bid shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the last date of submission of bids. If any bidder with draws his bid before the said period or makes ThlS extension notice 18 also avallable on the WebSIte WWW-lharkhandtenders-gov-ln 1 82222915A | HD 1000i with Ad 40N 15.07.2022
any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the same shallbe considered to be in violation of bid security declaration and shall be dealt - % - % ﬁ T a . Wi vance 0S. B
with accordingly and the bid shall be declared non-responsive. Xled Uq QT? N d M SOy .Eﬁ’” I puar Haemostasis 36cm

6. Otherdetails can be seen in the bidding documents from the website www.jktenders.gov.in. 3Tq'7ﬁ' ]%TEb_CIFﬂ' DI Sl tﬁl’ o 1800 345 Sd/- Note: 1. Vendors may visit the IREPS website i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for

7. Queries by email if any should be made at xenpheshopian@yahoo.in . 6570 UX aﬁ Eﬁ?ﬁi | Genera] Manager details. 2. No Manual offer will be entertained. w

SD/- &
Executive Engineer PR No. 269867 C&M (Non W.B Pro" ect) Tender Notice No.: 82222915A Dated : 22.06.2022 1526/22
DIPK-4546/22 Jal Shakti (PHE) Division_Shopian PR 272280 Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd(22-23)D -2 H10) SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

M ND-NDE
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Timings
DELHI
FRIDAY, JUN. 24

RISE  05:25 SET 19:23

RISE 01:59 SET 15:19
SATURDAY, JUN. 25

RISE  05:26 SET 19:23

RISE 02:31 SET 16:15
SUNDAY, JUN. 26

RISE 05:26 SET 19:23

RISE 03:06 SET 17:11
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 38 25
Safdarjang 38 25
Palam 38 28

Delhi Palam Today

39°C The weather will be dry.
Day will be hot and uneasy.
Night will be comfortable.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
39°C A dry weather to prevail.
Day will be hot with uneasy
afternoon. Night will be slight
warm.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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Online exclusives

The Hindu Science Quiz
bit.ly/3yd4nzc

A first-person account of
Assam floods: The day a
town drowned
bit.ly/3x0sHGa

PODCAST
Women Uninterrupted

m An inter-generational
podcast of women of dif-
ferent age groups engaged
in difficult but important
conversations. Episode 3
of this five-part series fea-
tures a teenager discuss-
ing dating rules with her
mother. This serles from
The Hindu is
brought to
you by BSCPL %
Infrastructure
Ltd.

m You can use your
smartphone’s inbuilt
features to access these
articles. If it's an Android
phone, use Google Lens to
read and tap the url to
access the article. If it’s an
iPhone, use Live Text to do
the same.

Low turnout in Rajinder Nagar bypoll

Cast our ballot for better water supply, sewage networks, say voters; Assembly constituency sees 40% turnout

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Issues related to water and
sewage networks were at the
top of the mind of voters as
they cast their ballots for the
Assembly bypoll in Rajinder
Nagar on Thursday.

The Assembly constituen-
cy with close to 1.65 lakh vo-
ters saw a turnout of 43.75%,
which was significantly lower
than the 58.27% voting that
was registered here during
the 2020 Assembly polls.

Tushar Verma, 31, a soft-
ware engineer, said that he
felt it was going to be a tough
fight between the BJP and
AAP candidates.

“There is a huge Punjabi
community here and the BJP
candidate is a Punjabi. But
AAP has also remained con-
nected with people through
local WhatsApp groups to ad-
dress their problems for the
past four to five years,” he
said.

Listing the issues that
were on the top of his mind
as he cast his ballot, Mr. Ver-
ma said sewage water in the
area gets mixed with the pot-

able water supply line at least
once or twice a month.

“We then have to buy wa-
ter from outside. This is a ma-
jor problem,” he added.

Gagandeep Singh, 46, are-
sident of Old Rajinder Nagar,
expressed similar concerns.

“Water and sewer are the
main issues in the area. Ev-
ery year during summer, the
water supply is inadequate.
Many times, the flow of

r ﬁ~ -: o i

A senior citizen being helped out of a polling booth in Rajinder Nagar. =susHiL KumAR VERMA

piped water reduces substan-
tially,” said Mr. Singh.

Talking about the BJP and
AAP candidates, he said,
“Mr. Chadha is from this
area. He used to visit this
area often. But [AAP’s candi-
date] Durgesh Pathak is not
from here. Whereas the BJP
candidate is a local and a
Punjabi.”

Mr. Singh’s wife Manjeet
Kaur, 43, who was carrying

NCDRC halts construction of
extra tower in Gurugram project

‘Consent of residents of 10 towers not taken to build the 11th tower’

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

The National Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commission
(NCDRC) on Thursday or-
dered the developers of M3M
Merlin at Sector 67 in Guru-
gram to immediately stop
constructing an eleventh
tower, saying it was not in-
cluded in the initial layout
plan.

The NCDRC said the deve-
lopers, M3M India Private Li-
mited and Consolidate Real-
tors Private Limited, did not
take consent of the residents
of the already built 10 towers
before taking the approval of
the Directorate of Town &
Country Planning (DTCP),
Haryana for changing the
project layout and construct-
ing a new tower.

Around 300 homeowners

of M3M Merlin, represented
by PSP Legal, said the site
plan in the brochure men-
tioned only 10 standalone
towers and use of best-in-
class finishing materials in all
apartments, among other
things.

The initial layout also in-
cluded a low-rise Economi-
cally Weaker Section (EWS)
building. The homeowners
said the developers later
shifted the EWS housing area
to another location and ear-
marked this land parcel for
“future development”. In
2020, the developers man-
aged to get approval from the
DTCP for the revised build-
ing plan for Tower 11 in the
project’s EWS Block.

“Going for a new tower is
a clear deficiency of service
in terms of the Consumer

Hic, hic, hiccups for women
customers at city’s liquor shops

Despite police assurance, they find vends unsafe after dark

SAMRIDHI TEWARI
NEW DELHI

While making her payment
across the counter at a wine
shop in East of Kailash, a 25-
year-old financial analyst,
Raksha Arora, felt a hand on
her waist. On turning back,
she found a middle-aged
man groping her. “I did not
raise my voice fearing he
may create further trouble; I
just moved his hand away
and left the shop,” Ms.
Raksha said.

The incident took place in
February this year around 8
p-m. Ms. Raksha said earlier,
she was a regular visitor to
wine shops even though she
was stared at. But after this
incident, she avoids visiting
wine shops and asks her
male friends to buy alcohol
for her.

Alcohol buying experienc-
es for women vary but there
is an underlying thread of
scare that is common. While
women are equally keen to
avail of the discounts and
pick up their choice of liquor
from shops, it is the endless
male gaze and comments
that disturb them.

As the sun sets, the isolat-
ed wine shops in Mayur Vi-
har Extension-I turn into un-
safe zones. The lane in front
of Star City Mall is narrow
with rare vehicular move-
ment. As it gets dark, people
gather here and drink open-
ly and play loud music, near-
by residents said.

To curb open drinking,
the Delhi Excise Policy 2021-
22 puts the onus on wine
shops to ensure no food out-
lets come up in their vicinity

Several women complained that people hang around wine

shops and ogle at them.

that encourage people to
drink and loiter around the
shops. However, several
women complain that peo-
ple hang around the wine
shops and ogle at them.

Many similar complaints
of open drinking have been
reported from areas with
wine shops at ITO, Kailash
Colony and East of Kailash.
Several women told The
Hindu that they fear cross-
ing such places. When they
walk, they try to avoid eye
contact with anybody or
use their phones as a
distraction.

Varada Nair, 27, a teacher
by profession, recalled a re-
cent incident when she was
buying alcohol while hold-
ing a cigarette in her hand-
. “Three men in their forties
looked at me lecherously,
spat on the ground in front
of me and left,” she said.

Police action

According to Delhi Police,
the beat staff is deployed in
different areas across the ci-
ty depending on the num-
ber of complaints received.
“We keep an eye on all dis-
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tricts, and police officers
are present at all spots
24x7,” DCP (PRO) Suman
Nalwa assured.

“Women’s safety is our
top most concerns and we
hope every woman dares to
file complaints regarding
such incidents,” the DCP
said, adding, “Whenever a
complaint comes to our
notice, we devise different
strategies based on the
number and intensity of
cases,” Ms Nalwa said. “We
welcome all sorts of feed-
back, suggestions, and
complaints; women should
dial 112>

Moral policing
Apart from dealing with per-
verted men at wine shops,
women also encounter mo-
ral policing at such places.
Charu Pandey, 28, men-
tioned an incident near an
alcohol shop in Kalkaji. “A
man who looked 50 walked
up to me and said women
like me dress up in a certain
way, consume alcohol,
scream on the streets and
disrupt the society,” she
recalled.

Protection Act, 2019 and Ha-
ryana Apartment Ownership
Act, 1983,” the NCDRC ruled,
while calling Tower 11
“illegal”.

Poor construction
Advocate Aditya Parolia, ap-
pearing for the homeown-
ers, said the M3M Merlin
project was announced in
2011 and the possession of
units began in 2017, after on-
ly 5-6 months of which the
defects in construction start-
ed coming to the fore.

The NCDRC ordered the
developers to appoint a stat-
utory-approved  architect
and engineerand submit a
report within a monthshow-
ing the current status of the
construction and the pro-
gress on the rectification of
its defects .

Victim's body
‘mistakenly’
handed over to
different family

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

More than five weeks after
the Mundka fire tragedy
claimed 27 lives in the Cap-
ital, the Delhi Police on
Thursday said a victim’s

body was “mistakenly”
handed over to another fa-
mily .

According to DCP (Out-
er) Sameer Sharma, one of
the victims, Sweety, was
wrongly identified as Ran-
ju Devi by her husband, as
both had similar identify-
ing markers.

Santosh Kumar, 41, Ran-
ju Devi’s husband, said he
had “mistakenly” identi-
fied Sweety’s body as his
wife’s. “When I looked at
the body, she wore white
bangles that we had got
from Bihar. It is not very
common in Delhi. She also
had a ring on her finger si-
milar to my wife’s,” Mr. Ku-
mar said.

“I had performed all the
final rites on May 14. It cost
me around %35,000. ’'m a
labourer, I cannot afford to
pay for another funeral,”
Mr. Kumar added.

Mr. Kumar said that
Sweety’s family members
had assaulted him alleging
Mr. Kumar to have identi-
fied Sweety’s body as his
wife’s out of greed.

“They said I did it to
claim the ex gratia amount
of %10 lakh that the Chief
Minister had announced. I
lost my wife, my three chil-
dren lost their mother. Our
world has been turned up-
side down. Money doesn’t
heal such wounds,” Mr. Ku-
mar said.

4

their three-year-old daught-
er, complained of the area
not having well-maintained
parks.

Aggressive campaigning
The constituency saw aggres-
sive campaigns led by AAP
and the BJP for their respec-
tive candidates — Durgesh
Pathak and Rajesh Bhatia,
who are among the 14 candi-
dates in the fray.

Mr. Bhatia said the voting
pattern in the bypoll was as
per the party’s expectation.
He expressed confidence
about defeating his AAP rival
with a “comfortable margin”.

On the other hand, Mr.
Pathak said that the people
were happy with the Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal’s work in the area. He
predicted that AAP will win
the bypoll. An AAP leader
said that the voter turnout
was higher in AAP strong-
holds — 50-50% — compared
to the areas dominated by
the BJP.

Since May 26, when the
model code of conduct came
into effect, a total of 11.57
crore has been seized in the
form of cash, liquor, bullion
and narcotics, while 47,180
defacements have been re-
moved by the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi, officials
said. “A total of 24 COVID-19
positive individuals also cast
their votes. All precautions
were maintained and the in-
fected individuals wore PPE
kits throughout the process,”
said a senior official.

1 killed, 7 rescued from
fire in Rohini building

Victim was working at shoemaking unit

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A man was killed while seven
people were rescued after a
fire broke out at a building in
Rohini’s Pooth Kalan area on
Thursday.

Delhi Fire Services Direc-
tor Atul Garg said they re-
ceived a call at 3.57 p.m.
about a fire in Rohini, follow-
ing which eight fire tenders
were rushed to the spot. The
blaze was brought under
control around 6.45 p.m.

DCP (Rohini) Pranav Tayal

said during search opera-
tion, one body was found on
the ground floor. The victim
has been identified as Ajay,
25, a worker at a shoe manu-
facturing unit in the build-
ing. Mr. Garg said the build-
ing comprises basement,
ground floor and four upper
floors. The shoe manufactur-
ing-cum-storage unit was op-
erational in the basement,
ground and first floor and
the rest of the upper floors
were being used for residen-
tial purposes.

Shahdara stabbing: kin
say accused was shaken
by his father’s death

Family clueless about reason behind act

SAMRIDHI TEWARI

NEW DELHI

A day after a 28-year-old man
stabbed and injured five pol-
icemen and a home guard at
Shahdara’s cyber police sta-
tion, his relatives on Thurs-
day said they are still in
shock over the incident and
have no clue as to why and
how he went about perpe-
trating such an act.

Bharat Bhati, a second-
year BBA dropout, went on
the stabbing spree on Wed-
nesday afternoon and was
eventually arrested. His fa-
mily learnt about the inci-
dent around 2.30 p.m. when
a police team reached them
inquiring about the accused.
“Not just me, nobody in the
house was aware of what had
happened at the police sta-
tion,” said Daksh Bhati, 18, a
cousin of the accused.

‘He kept to himself’
Bharat stayed with his grand-
parents and uncle’s family at
Balbir Nagar in Shahdara.
Talking about his cousin,
Daksh said he was detached
from the family and mostly
kept to himself. “He would
not eat for days together;
would stay aloof most
times,” he said.

No one in the family knew
where Bharat was on Wed-
nesday afternoon. “The pol-
ice told us that Bharat went
to the police station with a
complaint regarding our In-
ternet provider, but we don’t
have Wi-Fi,” said Daksh.

The family members said
they had no idea how Bharat
accessed the knife and when
did he leave the house. “We
didn’t see any knife in Bha-
rat’s possession,” Daksh said.

Bharat was receiving
treatment for depression,
said the cousin, adding that
he used to run away from

The accused, Bharat Bhati, in
police custody. =sepciaL
ARRANGEMENT

clinic, declaring himself “fit
and fine”.

Daksh said Bharat had
been “disturbed” since four-
five years, but the death of
his father, Ashok Bhati, a
month ago shook him. Ash-
ok died in Uttar Pradesh af-
ter slipping from the railway
station platform. Bharat’s
mother, Geeta, died of can-
cer 20 years ago.

The family’s domestic
help, Neetu, who has been
working there since nine
months, agreed that Ashok’s
death impacted Bharat’s
behaviour.

According to DCP (Shah-
dara) R. Sathiyasundaram,
Bharat came to the police
station around 12.45 p.m.,
went to the third floor and
started recording a video.
When he was stopped by the
policemen, Bharat suddenly
pulled out a knife and
stabbed several personnel
one after another.

After his arrest, Bharat
said he was a complainant,
but no complaint copy was
found on him. The police
said he also banged his head
against a wall and injured
himself. An FIR under Sec-
tion 307 (attempt to murder)
has been registered against
the accused, said the police.
All the injured policemen are
out of danger, said officers.
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Hanging by a thread: Gujarat’s textile industry

Textile traders and cotton farmers say they re suffering unprecedented losses. For a State half whose population is linked to textiles, such a crisis could have far-reaching
consequences. With the Assembly polls scheduled in Gujarat later this year, A.M. Jigeesh explores whether this financial adversity could have political repercussions

ours after the Goods and Servic-
Hes Tax (GST) was launched at a

midnight gala on June 30, 2017, a
38-year-old textile trader, Hitesh Sankle-
cha from Surat, started an indefinite fast
against it.

During his protest, which lasted a to-
tal of 17 days, Mr. Sanklecha was backed
by nearly 65,000 Surat-based traders,
all of whom anticipated losses in their
businesses after the introduction of the
GST. During this period, he was able to
organise a rally of two lakh people in Su-
rat and 1.5 lakh in Ahmedabad. Anger
was also brewing among the cotton
farmers due to their falling incomes.

The contention of Mr. Sanklecha, and
those who supported him, was that the
introduction of the GST on garments —
5% on goods below 31,000 and 12% on
goods above 1,000 — would push the
trade away from the State to markets in
Bangladesh and Vietnam that were of-
fering attractive tax sops to garment
manufacturers.

Exactly five years since the imposi-
tion of GST, Mr. Sanklecha says his worst
fears about the tax driving the garment
manufacturing business out of Gujarat
have come true. Not only that, he adds,
the entire textile industry has been crip-
pled by rising input costs, falling pro-
duction and a slump in demand due to
several factors such as COVID-19 and the
ongoing war in Ukraine.

As The Hindu travelled around the
State, traders associated with this indus-
try talked about a decrease in exports,
increase in the rate of cotton and rising
costs of power and chemicals pushing
up the production costs while the sales
have dropped.

A leader of textile processing units
said his business had been impacted by
nearly 70%. One south Gujarat-based
textile trader, who heads an association
of 400 businessmen, said, “I haven’t
seen such a crisis in my life.”

Cotton farmers talked about fluctuat-
ing MSPs, untimely rain and pest at-
tacks. One farmer said that his produc-
tion had taken a 65% hit.

With less than six months to go be-
fore the Assembly polls, all the three big
political parties in Gujarat — the BJP, the
Congress and AAP — are keeping a close
watch on the developments unfolding
in this sector.

While a senior BJP leader said he was
hopeful that the Centre will introduce
new, beneficial schemes for farmers
and industrialists, a senior Congress
leader promised “a healthy atmosph-
ere” for the industry upon being voted
to power. An AAP leader said his party
will go to the people with “an alterna-
tive model” for farmers and industries.

Political significance

Millions of people in Gujarat are asso-
ciated with the textile industry — from
cotton cultivation to making yarns, dye-
ing, printing, embroidery works, stitch-
ing, to the sale of the finished product.
Nearly 80% of farmers in Saurashtra
and central Gujarat cultivate cotton.
Nearly half of Gujarat’s population is
linked with cotton farming, the State’s
farmer leaders say.

Though textile industries are mostly
located in Surat, Ahmedabad and Raj-
kot, cotton cultivation spreads across
central, north and south Gujarat dis-
tricts — Bharuch, Vadodara, Panchma-
hal, Dahod, Arvalli, Mahisagar, Porban-
dar, Jamnagar, Rajkot, Amreli,
Bhavnagar, Surendranagar and Gir
Somnath, as well as in the Saurashtra-
Kutch region.

The BJP has so far been enjoying the
support of Patels, who manage indus-
tries and cotton cultivation. But a con-
stant decline in business of the cotton
traders, as well as the anger among the
cotton farmers, once again poses a
threat to the party.

The protests that broke out in Gujarat
in 2017, just months before the State was
scheduled to go to the polls, such as the
one led by Mr. Sanklecha in urban dis-
tricts and by farmer leaders in rural
parts of the State, had forced the BJP
leadership to sit up and take notice.

The then Union Finance Minister,
Arun Jaitley, a key party strategist, had
held several rounds of discussions with
the textile traders to pacify their anger.

Despite this, the Congress was able to
substantially improve its tally in the As-
sembly polls by, among other things,
riding the wave of unrest among the cot-
ton farmers.

The party managed to improve its
performance in 2017 by winning 77
seats, 16 more than it won in the 2012
Assembly polls.

Interestingly, the latest entrant in
Gujarat politics — AAP — has made in-
roads in the State by winning municipal
corporation wards in Ahmedabad, Su-
rat and Rajkot — all of which are big tex-
tile hubs, and have faced huge losses in
business and employment. Going into
the elections, AAP is trying to position
itself as an urban-centric movement
that also doesn’t shy away from raising
the issues of farmers and traders.

Several traders based out of Surat ex-
pressed unhappiness with the current
state of affairs.

CM
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Over the past 15 years, during which
the garment manufacturing process has
become mechanised, Surat’s per day
cloth production has increased from 2.5
crore metres to 4 crore metres. Howev-
er, the demand has stagnated at 2.5
crore metres due to the overall slump in
the market, say traders.

“Surat used to handle stitching works
worth 15 crore on a daily basis. Now, al-
most the entire work has gone to Ban-
gladesh,” says Mr. Sanklecha.

Aslam Cyclewala, a young Surat-
based Congress leader, who has been
working on the issues of textile workers
and small traders, says, “Many small
textile traders have shut shop and are
now working as daily wage labourers for
big traders. The market could basically
never recover from demonetisation and
GST”

Farmers’ woes

Praful Khandhadia is a cotton farmer in
Rajkot. His family has been cultivating
cotton for the past two generations. The
pink bollworm, a pest that infects cot-
ton plants, has made Mr. Khandhadia’s
life miserable.

“The pink bollworm is creating a lot
of issues. Many countries that produce
cotton have controlled this pest. But
here, it is out of control. My cotton pro-
duction has come down in the last har-
vest to 12 mann [one mann equals 37.32
kg] from 35 mann, a decrease of 65%,”
Mr. Khandhadia says.

Despite the pest attacks, he says he
was not awarded any compensation.
Moreover, the crop insurance scheme,
which covers farmers for such losses,
has not been renewed in the last two
years, he adds.

The sowing season has started. The
farmers are using whatever money they
made over the last season for sowing
cotton again. “But if the production
continues to decrease, we will be forced
to think about shifting to other crops.
We are sowing cotton over a much less
area this year,” Mr. Khandhadia adds.

Senior Congress leader Madhusudan
Mistry voices similar concerns. “Cotton
farmers are facing a crisis in the State
due to lack of any steady policy by the
government. People are shifting to oth-
er crops now. The workers are also suf-
fering. People are being pushed into un-
certainty by this government,” Mr.
Mistry says.

All India Kisan Sabha leader Dayab-
hai Gajera talks about how fluctuations
in the MSP are impacting cotton
farmers.

“In 2021, the government offered
31,205 for 20 kg of cotton as the MSP.

»

This year, it is ¥1,260 per kg. In the open
market, the selling rate is 32,500, which
is almost double the MSP. We really
don’t know what the MSP on cotton will
be next year,” Mr. Gajera says.

“It’s not just the worm. Untimely rain
has also resulted in the loss of our cot-
ton crops. Nearly 80% of farmers in Sau-
rashtra and central Gujarat cultivate
cotton. This means that half of the pop-
ulation of Gujarat is linked with cotton
farming,” Mr. Gajera says.

Attacking the BJP for the losses suf-
fered by the State’s cotton farmers,
Isudhan Gadhvi, a senior AAP leader in
Gujarat and the party’s national joint se-
cretary, says, “In the name of pleasing
industries, the BJP has punished cotton
farmers by not giving any compensation
for their crop losses. The reality is that
the BJP has no vision for farmers, work-
ers or the industries.”

Impact of pandemic

Udyog Bharti is an old khadi unit in Raj-
kot district’s Gondal area. In this region,
the BJP and the Congress saw a neck-
and-neck fight in the 2017 Assembly
polls.

Udyog Bharti’s secretary Chandra-
kant H. Patel says the rate of cotton has
c We used to send

450 trucks of
materials a day
before the pandemic.
Now the demand is
just for 100 trucks

MANOJ AGARWAL

President, Federation of Surat Textile Traders’
Association

ELECTORAL
FORTUNES

How the BJP and the

Congress fared in 2017
Assembly polls in the s
textile hubs and the cotton

United colours of cotton: (Clockwise from top) Labourers working at a
cotton processing farm in Kadi, Ahmedabad; a worker displays khadi

doubled in the last two years. “We are
engaging 2,000 spinners and weaver fa-
milies in 45 villages. Our aim is to attract
the youth towards khadi and to create
more employment in the sector. But the
increase in the rate of cotton is likely to
cause a further drop in the demand for
our products in the coming months,”
Mr. Patel says.

Jetpur, an industrial hub in the sub-
urb of Rajkot, with its thousands of dye-
ing and printing units, is famous for its
cotton fabric prints.

One of its cotton sari traders, Uma-
kant Joshi, says thousands of people
here have lost their jobs over the past
one year. Mr. Joshi himself shut down a
fabric printing unit that he had started
in 1985.

Mansukh Khachariya, the BJP’s Raj-
kot unit chief and president of the Dye-
ing and Printing Association, agrees
with this observation.

“Traditionally, our sales pick up just
before festivals and weddings. But over
the last two years, the demand has been
very low due to COVID-19, with all big
social events being cancelled or post-
poned,” says Mr. Khachariya.

Another reason for the slump in busi-
ness, he adds, is the increase in the

Rising

c production

costs have pushed
up the prices,
causing our sales to
drop by around 70%
MANSUKH KHACHARIYA

President, Dyeing and Printing Association and
BJP's Rajkot unit chief
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denim at Udyog Bharti godown in Gondal; cotton saris being dried after
printing at a unit in Jetpur, Rajkot. =FiLE PHOTO, A.M. JIGEESH

price of cotton.

“Cotton prices have risen to %1 lakh
for a candy [approximately 356 kg] of
cotton. As a result, one metre of cotton
cloth, which was priced at 320 a year
ago, is now selling at ¥32. Also, due to
the situation in Ukraine, raw materials
such as colours and chemicals have be-
come costlier,” Mr. Khachariya says.

Due to the dearth of raw materials,
he adds, the production cost has in-
creased manifold. “So, one cotton sari,
which used to sell for 3200 earlier, is
now priced at ¥300-350. This has
pushed our customers away and has di-
rectly impacted our business by about
70%,” he says.

Unkept promises

Ahead of the 2017 Assembly election,
among the trader bodies that Jaitley met
in order to pacify their anger against the
GST, were the representatives of the
Federation of Surat Textile Traders’ As-
sociation (FOSTTA), a powerful associa-
tion of 65,000 traders from 180 markets
of Surat. The reason was Surat’s huge in-
fluence over the State’s textile trade.

Jaitley’s efforts paid off with the BJP
winning all seats in and around Surat,
which is believed to be a “Hindutva
stronghold”.

But FOSTTA leaders claim that none
of the promises made to them, such as
levying GST only once on textiles, was
implemented.

The traders are wary of a proposal to
increase the GST to 12% for all fabrics,
which is pending before the GST Coun-
cil. The council is set to meet on June 28
and 29.

FOSTTA president Manoj Agarwal
and general secretary Champalal Both-
ra were part of the delegation that met
Mr. Jaitley.

“Any increase in tax will further harm
the business. Production has already
been hit by COVID-19. We used to send
450 trucks of materials per day before
the pandemic. Now the demand is for
just over 100 trucks,” Mr. Agarwal says.

Mr. Bothra says GST is now levied at
every stage of value addition.

“We suggested that the government
either levy tax just once, before or after
its processing. But the government le-
vies the tax at every stage of the produc-
tion and value addition. We have been
fighting and the government has agreed
to some changes,” says Mr. Bothra.

But the beneficiaries of the reforms
that the government has agreed to un-
dertake, Mr. Bothra says, will be the big
players.

He adds, “For the sake of the country
and for the sake of the industry, we

withdrew the protests in 2017. But after
five years, all the promises remain for-
gotten,” he adds.

Supporters turn critics

Ashok Jirawala is the president of the
Federation of Gujarat Weavers Associa-
tion (FOGWA), which was one of the
traders’ bodies supporting the imple-
mentation of the GST. Mr. Jirawala, who
switched from the BJP to the Congress,
has joined the BJP again.

He too feels that the State govern-
ment has been more sympathetic to-
wards the interests of the big players.

“About five lakh people work in
looms. We have 25,000 employers as
members. We need the government’s
protection. The big players do not pro-
vide as much employment as we do. But
all the benefits go to them. We need sub-
sidies to survive,” Mr. Jirawala says.

He is one of the trade representatives
who believed that, at the time of its intro-
duction, the GST was a much-needed fi-
nancial reform. Today he is a GST critic.

“The GST system is maintained so
poorly that it doesn’t serve the purpose
for which it was framed. The purpose of
the GST was to organise the entire tex-
tile industry. But that is not what has
happened,” he says.

“Our input costs have increased due
to a number of factors. The yarn prices
are fluctuating on an hourly basis. In the
end, the consumer is being looted,”
adds Mr. Jirawala.

South Gujarat Textile Processors Asso-
ciation president Jitendra Vakharia repre-
sents more than 400 processing houses
in various government panels, almost all
of which are based out of Surat.

“The industry is going through its
toughest phase in recent history. None
of the 400 units, whose owners are part
of our association, is functioning
beyond 50% of its capacity. The sales
have halved,” says Mr. Vakharia.

He added that June-July used to be
the peak season for the processing units
to finish orders that were received for
the festival season starting in October.

“So, the production usually finishes
before October. But this year, the indus-
try has been hit. Even our working cap-
ital has dwindled. Some units work for
just three to four days a week. My facto-
ry supplies garments to the best brands.
But the retail market is also not moving.
I haven’t seen such a crisis in my life,”
says Mr. Vakharia.

He says the current crisis cannot be
compared even with the crisis that hit
the textile market in 2008, when Guja-
rat, among other industrial hubs, was
hit by the global recession. Demand for
textiles decreased and many units had
to close down for months, causing huge
job losses.

“We at least had working capital
then. What we have today is a vicious
cycle,” adds Mr. Vakharia.

Political repercussions

C.R. Patil, a BJP MP and president of his
party’s Gujarat unit, says that the State’s
textile industry is “doing good”. He says
the drop in demand for textiles is a sea-
sonal phenomenon and feels that it
would bounce back as the festival sea-
son picks up.

“The State and Central governments
have always helped our textile industry.
I am sure that any other issues, includ-
ing the continuation of the textile upgra-
dation fund, will be considered by the
Central government. The Centre always
comes up with schemes that are benefi-
cial for farmers and industrialists. The
Opposition is playing politics over the
issue of seasonal demand,” Mr. Patil
says.

However, Mr. Mistry says that the
“entire mentality of the State and Cen-
tral governments is against growth”. He
adds that if the Congress comes to pow-
er in the State, “we will come up with
serious policy changes to revive the
MSME:s in Gujarat”.

“The Centre should reduce the taxes
on fabric and raw materials. Earlier, the
entire process was done in a composite
manner. Now, each work of value addi-
tion is done at various units and taxes
are charged at each stage. The Congress
will review the tax structure and elec-
tricity duty as millions of people are
working in this sector. We have to aug-
ment this industry. There should be a
healthy atmosphere for the industries
to grow,” Mr. Mistry adds.

Apart from the Congress, AAP has al-
so taken on the BJP over the issues of
crop losses and unemployment. Mr.
Gadhvi says that his party is working on
placing “an alternative vision for cotton
farmers and textile industries”.

“The BJP had promised a lot of
schemes for the textile industries ahead
of the 2017 Assembly election. But none
of those schemes had any impact on the
industries,” Mr. Gadhvi says.

He adds that AAP’s vision for the
State is based on adding value to the
agricultural produce and providing em-
ployment for the youth of Gujarat.

“Rather than promoting the export of
cotton, we will promote spinning and
weaving in the State, so that it provides
employment,” Mr. Gadhvi says.

»
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Actor Madhavan

turns director with his
latest passion project: a
biopic on former ISRO
scientist Nambi
Narayanan

2 SRINIVASA RAMANUJAM

Filmmaking is not rocket science.
Except, for Madhavan, it was.

Between spoonfuls of soup at lunch
inside his caravan at Chennai’s Prasad
Labs, where he is shooting for an
advertisement, Madhavan, popularly
known as Maddy - dressed in a red
shirt and a crisp veshti - recalls the
chain of events that led to his
upcoming debut directorial, Rocketry:
The Nambi Effect.

“I have not directed even an iPhone
film till now. I have never gone for an
edit. I have worked with great
directors, but all I have done was my
job as an actor, got my money and
headed to the bank,” he laughs.

That had to change for his
upcoming project, where the
52-year-old took charge. With just a
few weeks to go for shooting to begin,
director Ananth Mahadevan opted out
due to other commitments, leaving
Madhavan with just two options:
shelve the project or take charge.

He decided to do the latter. “I have
laughed at close friends who have
taken up more than one department,
because I questioned their expertise to
do that. With this film, direction was
thrust upon me 25 days before the
shoot. We had to shelve it or swim
ahead. The desire to tell the story
pushed me to keep going.”

Space and time
Rocketry: The Nambi Effect is probably
Madhavan’s biggest project till date. It
premiered recently at Cannes 2022 as
part of the Market section. A couple of
weeks ago, the trailer was showcased
on the Nasdaq billboard at Times
Square, New York.

The film, a biopic on former
scientist and aerospace engineer at
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) Nambi
Narayanan, will be in English,
Tamil and Hindi. It showcases
how he was falsely accused of
espionage and subsequently,
how all cases against him were
dismissed by the Supreme
Court.

The film hits screens on
July 1, but its journey harks
back to more than five years
when the actor and the
scientist met to discuss a
possible film project. “I
went to meet him [Nambi]
with a very shallow James
Bond-style idea that I am
very ashamed of now,” says

9

Madhavan. “Someone told me that this
is the case of a rocket scientist from
ISRO who had an affair with a
Maldivian woman, and was then
arrested, tortured in jail and
subsequently proved innocent.”

When Madhavan met the scientist in
Thiruvananthapuram, he realised he
was reading it all wrong. “There was
far more depth to this man,” he says
about Nambi, who was awarded the
Padma Bhushan in 2019, “He had done

so much for the nation, including
building the first liquid engine in
India, but just didn’t care to tell
anyone. It gave me goosebumps,
because I realised, as he told me
his life story, that he had put his
life at stake on a daily basis.
The fever that I got that day
has not gone away, and it
caught on to every person
who read the script.”
That sowed the seed for

a film that soon became

Madhavan’s passion
project. “We have had
great big-budget films on our

Independence, but somehow,
we have completely missed the
amazing scientific achievements in

For Rocketry, 1
needed to get into
Nambi’s way of
thinking,
understand what all
he went through,
and how he kept his
sanity despite
everything

The right science
Madhavan (also
inset) with Simran
in Rocketry: The
Nambi Effect
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this country. When an American
makes First Man or Apollo 13 or Steve
Jobs, we imagine that they are capable
of that... We have equally great people
right here in India.”

The film didn’t come together
without challenges, of course. For
starters, Madhavan had to look like
both the younger and the older Nambi
Narayanan. How did he go about that?
“I actually broke my jaw to play the
part,” he reveals, sharing a short video
of the process, “The teeth play a vital
part in how old or young you look.”

Looking like the scientist was one
thing, the next challenge was to get
into his mind.

“Ineeded to get into his way of
thinking, understand what all he went
through, and how he kept his sanity
despite everything,” says Madhavan. “I
would call him in the middle of the
night to ask questions, and he patiently
answered all of them.”

Search for stories
A younger Madhavan might have
depended on his boy-next-door good
looks and smile to draw audiences, but
not anymore: at 52, Maddy isn’t in the
mood for romance-driven storylines.
“Well, I was out of place even when I
was doing Alaipayuthe and Minnale,
because I was 30. Looking at some of
my work then, 'm shocked I survived,
because my clothes are out of place
and my hair is terrible. Stardom was
thrust upon me back then,” he says.
His go-to cinematic themes,
currently, are science-fiction subjects
that intellectually stimulate the viewer
and highlight the nation’s
achievements. “I'm tired of people
showcasing India in a particular
manner in films; I want to make
quality films that diversify the way
India is seen around the world,” he
says, adding, “hopefully, Rocketry will
be a step towards that”.
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Connecting the dots

The exhibition Traversing Space - Here & Beyond
celebrates 100 years of Sayed Haider Raza

:: AMARJOT KAUR

The walls of the Kiran Nadar Museum
of Art (KNMA) adorn S.H. Raza’s
paintings which look like massive win-
dows giving a peep into the many
phases of Raza’s transnational moder-
nism. The vignettes progress themati-
cally from Raza’s nature-based land-
scapes to cityscapes — captured both
in India and France — and transit
through his metaphysical and spiri-
tual leanings from symbolic to geo-
metric abstraction.

Organised by the KNMA in associa-
tion with the Raza Foundation and Bi-
kaner House, the exhibition titled Tra-
versing Space - Here & Beyond, pays
tribute to Raza on his 100th birth
anniversary.

KNMA  curator
Roobina Karode
feels Raza’s life and
art cannot be encap-
sulated in a single
show, but the mu-
seum has attempted
at highlighting his
ruminations on his
preferred themes
such as La Terre,
Bhoomi, Germina-
tion, Birthing of
Triangles and Bin-
du. KNMA’s collec-
tion on Indian mo-
dernists focuses on
the Progressive Ar-
tists’ Group of Bombay, which was in-
itiated by Raza in 1947 along with F.N.
Souza and M.F. Husain, and has col-
lected seminal, rare and substantive
works by Raza, acquired from various
sources over the years. “We have
been building an in-depth collection
on artworks created in the 1950s and
1960s in India,” informs Kiran Nadar,
founder and chairperson of the
KNMA.

The exhibition features archival
material and photographs loaned
from the Delhi-based Raza Founda-
tion and a few works from personal
collections of private collectors and
gallerists. The curatorial framework
and narrative decided which works
were best suited to unfold the story of

—

On point
Germination,
1998,
acrylicon
canvas next to
Bindu et
Arbres, 1990,
vase; (below)
a visitor looks
at Raza's
portrait in the
gallery.

-
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his life and art as it evolved. “For Ra-
za, his works were never abstract;
they were loaded with content and
meaning and of course, carried titles
that oriented the viewer to individual
works,” opines Kiran.

Split into various sections, the exhi-
bition starts with Raza’s early works
and proceeds through his creative
phases, increasing interest in the mys-
tical notions and spiritual dimensions
of abstraction, especially the symbo-
lism of the bindu (dot) which became
the central and consistent motif in the
artist’s comprehension of the cosmos.

His paintings La Terre, Germina-
tion and Saurashtra reflect his expo-
sure to modern masters in the West,
Indian philosophies and miniature
painting traditions, which inspired
Raza to work on Na-
ture’s five primordial
principles and ele-
ments (panchabhutas
and panchatatvas).
These paintings were
rooted within varied
landscapes from India
and beyond. Around
the late 1970s, Raza’s
expression evolved in-
to a symbolic or geo-
metric  abstraction
and his vocabulary ar-
ticulated elementary
shapes like the circle
and the triangle. Bin-
du, the circle that re-
presents the breath of the universe, in
its concentric presence alluded to its
expansion and contraction.

The exhibition also displays hand-
written letters sent to Raza by Tyeb
Mehta and M.F. Hussain. The exhibi-
tion is reminiscent of Raza’s distinct
language which expresses both indi-
genous and the universal, the contin-
gent and the eternal.

In a world divided by borders and
rising insularities, it is inspiring to en-
gage Raza’s intense and luminous cor-
pus of works that challenges many of
the prevailing assumptions of the pre-
sent, says Roobina.

The artworks are not on sale and
are displayed at Bikaner House. On
till June 30.

Divinity in dance

Manipuri dances are a joyous form of worship, where the
entire community comes together to express their devotion
through dance. Benoy K. Behal gives an online talk on the
philosophical quest of the Raasa Lila of Manipur. He will also
screen his film ‘Celestial Dancers of Manipur' produced for
Doordarshan. Organised by the India Habitat Centre, you can
join the session on Zoom on June 25, 6 p.m. (Meeting ID: 822
5246 6099/Passcode: 054178). Registration free.

Walk through history
Mehrauli is rich in historical ruins,
tombs and other monuments from
many eras of Delhi's past. Relive a
journey from the pre-Islamic to the
late Mughal and colonial period in a
three-hour walking tour with Shah
Umair Ansari and explore the
Mehrauli Archaeological Park and
other parts hidden from the crowds
in and around Qutub Minar. The
heritage walk is part of a series
conducted by Purani Dilli Walon Ki
Baatein. On June 25 from 4.30 p.m.
to 7.30 p.m. Register at
https://rzp.io/l/IFNRY89v

Spartacus

Tarique Hameed directs well known playwright Badal Sircar's
adaptation of Spartacus, the novel by Howard Fast. The
80-minute play to be staged by Wings Cultural Society, traces
the life and times of the leader of the great slave revolt that
began in 71 BC and shook the mighty Roman Empire. At C.D.
Deshmukh Auditorium, India International Centre, 6.30 p.m.
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The rebirth
of Nai Duniya

The seven-decade-old Urdu
paper is set to go digital

: ZIYA US SALAM

A 72-year-old newspaper is ready
to shave off its white beard.
Helping it speak to young read-
ers is the equally old editor-polit-
ician-author Shahid Siddiqui.

Starting in 1950 as an evenin-
ger, Nai Duniya was among the
first victims of COVID-induced
restrictions and challenges. Now
it is poised for a comeback albeit
as a weekly in digital format. Sid-
diqui says, “At a time when it is
difficult for even English maga-
zines to find vendors, and given
the increased online traffic, it
makes sense to relaunch Nai Du-
niya in the language of the new
world. We will revive Nai Duniya
as an Urdu weekly in digital
format.”

Siddiqui is the right person to
revive the paper. He relaunched
it in 1973 after his father Abdul
Waheed Siddiqui had to pay the
price for skirmishes with the go-
vernment.

Recalls Siddiqui, “I was still
pursuing my Master’s degree
from Delhi University when I
realised there was a demand for
Nai Duniya. I revived the paper a
little before Emergency and took
on an established paper like Blitz
which was quite popular among
Urdu readers. At the time of
Emergency, we were the only Ur-
du newspaper to criticise the go-
vernment. Incidentally, Indira
Gandhi gave us an interview
soon after losing power in 1977

Though Nai Duniya developed
distinct political contours over
time, it started as a hangout zone
for the best Urdu writers and
poets of Old Delhi. Shortly after
the paper went to press around 3
p-m., the poets and writers
would gather at its office in Have-
li Hisamuddin in Ballimaran.

Over endless cups of tea, they
would recite poetry, crack jokes
and take a dig at the society and
polity. Among them were the
likes of Zubair Rizvi, Salam
Machchlishahri and  Josh
Malihabadi.

As Siddiqui says, “My father
had worked with Al Jamiat. After
the Independence, the newspap-
er refused to speak against the
Congress party. He parted ways
and started Nai Duniya instead.”

The good times of soirees and

Lokabed

Golden era Nai Duniya issues of 1973
(b/w) and 2002. (Below) The staff in
1951 with the founder (seated in the

i

gentle jokes did not last long.
Soon the paper found itself em-
broiled in a controversy related
to Kashmir. The paper had op-
posed the arrest of Sheikh Ab-
dullah. Its entry was banned in
the State. The declaration of the
paper was cancelled, its security
forfeited and in 1964-65, the
paper had to fold up.

“My father brought out two
other papers instead - Himmat
and Taqat. They did not last
long. Then Nai Duniya was re-
vived after Feroz Gandhi intro-
duced a private member’s Bill in
Parliament against asking for a
security deposit for a newspap-
er. The Bill was passed. Nai Duni-
ya once again raised its voice
against the ongoing riots and
paid the price. There were raids
at our place, all the stuff was
checked, even the pillows were
ripped apart to see if anything
suspicious was hidden,” re-
counts Siddiqui.

Finally, Nai Duniya came back
in a new avatar as a weekly.
Within six months, it became
the highest-selling weekly in the
country, selling from stalls in
Kashmir to Karnataka. Denizens
of 0ld Delhi, in particular, used
to wait for it and would discuss
its stories over endless cups of
tea all over again. The govern-
ment took note too. Its founding
editor Abdul Waheed was arrest-

»
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ed during the Emergency.

The Kashmir challenge re-
mained for the paper. Siddiqui
received death threats from
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Hizbul Mujahi-
deen, etc. in the mid-80s. “I was
arrested under TADA after Fa-
rooq Abdullah’s government
was felled,” he says.

Yet amidst all the challenges,
Nai Duniya flourished. Its office
moved from the cultural hub of
0ld Delhi to the more upmarket
Nizamuddin.

From an eight-pager, the pap-
er grew into a 24-page tabloid
with stories carrying a punch.
Along the way, it was the first to
introduce computers in Urdu
newspapers, started the concept
of theme-based pages and invit-
ed the best journalists to write
for it.

It worked well until the pan-
demic enforced its closure. Now
at 72, it is set to revive again, this
time as a digital newspaper, yet
with the same old fire and
punch.
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Money laundering case:
Parab appears before ED

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Transport Minister Anil Parab ap-
peared before the Enforcement Directorate

in connection with a money laundering case re-
gistered against him by the agency.
The Minister reached the ED's office at Bal-

lard Estate in south Mumbai around 2.45 p.m.,
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PERSONAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1, Neeraj Singh S/o. Nandan Singh
R/o. UP declare that i have accepted
Islam by my own will on 18Apr22 and
will be known as Muneeb Ahmed.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO SHOW CAUSE WHY EXECUTION SHOULD
NOT ISSUE
(ORDER XXI, RULE 16)

INTHE COURT OF THE CIVILJUDGE ................. AT
TINSUKIA
TITLE EXECUTION CASE NO. 06 OF 2020.

SRIAMARJITSINGH.....................DECREEHOLDER

PACL INDIA LIMITED .....ocovurnrnnsnnanns JUDGEMENT|
DEBTOR

TOPACLINDIALIMITED, REGISTERED OFFICE-AT22,
3RD FLOOR, AMBER TOWER, SANSAR CHAND ROAD,
JAIPUR-302004,

CCORPORATE OFFICEAT:-

B-1/5, PEACH HOUSE, PACCHIM VIHAR, NEW DELHI-
110063

WHEREAS, THE DECREE HOLDER / PLAINTIFF HAS
MADE AN APPLICATION TO THIS COURT FOR
EXECUTION OF DECREE PASSED INTHETITLE SUITNO.
37/2016, ON THE ALLEGATION THAT THE SAID
DECREE HAS BEEN GRANTED BY JUDGEMENT DATED
1109/2017 TO HIM BY THIS COURT. THIS IS TO GIVE
YOU NOTICE THAT YOU ARE TO APPEAR BEFORE THIS
COURT ON THE 27TH DAY OF JULY, 2022 TO SHOW
CCAUSEWHY EXECUTION SHOULD NOT BE GRANTED.
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL ON THIS THE 21
DAY OFJUNE, 2022.
CIVIL JUDGE
TINSUKIA

PUBLIC NOTICE

LOST MY Original conveyance deed
of plot in Gurgaon on 18 June
2022. Details of the plot - Plot
number B169, Sushant Lok 3, Sector

57, Gurgaon. Certificate number
(G0292017D820, Stamp duty number
04DDJ70365, 04DDJ70364,

04DDJ70363, 04DDJ70362. FIR lodged
on 21 June 2022. Any finder may
send it to A8/B, DDA Flats, Munir-
ka, New Delhi - 110067. Mr Savar
Randev S/O Late Colonel Sanjay Ran-
dev Ph No 09899771830

TENDERS

For Sale/eAuction: Breakdown Damaged
Chiller 750 TR Qty -01 No’s of chillier &
700kgs of R134a Refrigerant gas lying at
MWs Indore Treasure Island Mall, Indore
(MP). Contact Person for Inspection : Mr.
Rahul - 7389934060 Last Date For
Inspection & EMD Deposit — 30.06.2022
& Date Of E-auction- 01.07.2022 (3 PM),
Auctioneer: Meenakshi- 9625137014 / M
F Islam — 09911003339 (Insurance Claim
Material Will Be Sold On As Is Where Is’,
‘Whatever There Is” And ‘No Complaint’
Basis).

For more details:
www.SalvageManagers.com

support@salvagemanagers.com

SEATS ARE STRICTLY LIMITED
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‘TRS likely to support Yashwant

¢ The Telangana Rashtriya Samiti
¢ (TRS) will in all likelihood sup-
¢ port the candidature of Yashwant
. Sinha, in the election for the Pre-
ney laundering probe linked to the alleged vio- :
lation of coastal regulation zone provisions in :
the construction of Sai resort in Dapoli beach :
area of Maharashtra’s Ratnagiri district, he :
¢ Rao recalled that he had already
Earlier, the ED had questioned Mr. Parab for :

sident next month.

Party sources confirming the
thinking of its president and
Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar

dropped a hint in this regard

when Nationalist Congress Party
. president Sharad Pawar called

him to seek his support for Mr.
Sinha’s candidature after his
name was finalised on Monday.

However, Mr. Rao will declare
his decision when he will discuss
the matter at the meeting of the
State executive of the party,
sources said.

Going by the stand of TRS to
maintain “equi-distance” with
the BJP and the Congress, it was
widely expected that Mr. Rao will
stick to the norm even in the vot-
ing for President’s election after
having stayed away from two
meetings of the Opposition to se-
lect the candidate.

While his opposition to the BJP
is understandable given its rival-
ry with the TRS, Mr. Rao ruled
out any truck with the combined

Sinha in Presidential election

- KCR to announce his final decision after party executive meet

(ED) here on Thursday for the third dayinarow :
¢ N. RAHUL
: HYDERABAD

Yashwant Sinha and Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao =pi

Opposition if it took on board the
Congress which, however, enjoys
a predominant position in the
grouping of seventeen parties.

In such a scenario, the TRS cir-
cles anxiously awaited a word
from Mr. Rao whether he would
prefer to maintain neutrality and
abstain from voting or support
one or the other side. It was the-
refore expected that he might
plump for Mr. Sinha for ‘national
interest’, especially in the back-
ground of his efforts to mobilise
the support of various parties in
the country to dethrone the BJP.

The presidential election also
afforded Mr. Rao the right time to
hit back at the BJP after the TRS
had suffered a string of reverses,

Security tightened in
Visva-Bharati University

Students clash over mode of examinations

BISHWANATH GHOSH
KOLKATA

Security was beefed up in Visva-
Bharati University on Thursday af-
ter students clashed over the
mode of examinations, with one
group demanding online evalua-
tion and another strongly in fa-
vour of offline.

The group demanding online
exams began its protest as soon as
the university reopened on June
20 after a shortened summer va-
cation for the conduct of terminal
semester exams for both under-
graduate and postgraduate stu-
dents, scheduled from June 21 to
July 8. For two days they disrupt-
ed the exams and put locks on the
gates of various departments.

They put forth several reasons
for demanding exams in the on-
line mode, which included lack of
a level playing field (because sev-
eral universities are conducting
exams online and their students
are expected to score better) and
difficulties faced by some stu-
dents in returning to Santiniketan
because of disruption of train ser-
vices due to the anti-Agnipath
movement.

But on Wednesday, another
group of students emerged,
which broke open the locks and
barged into the halls, determined
to write the exams in the offline
mode. The two groups clashed,
with students getting into fisti-
cuffs and cases of vandalism be-
ing reported. According to video
clips circulating online, exams in
some departments finally got un-

der way around midnight and

Thursday.

Thursday morning saw the de-
ployment of more security per-
sonnel in the university to pre-
vent protesters from disrupting
offline exams. “There is no face to
the group that is demanding on-
line exams. It is basically made up
of students who haven’t studied
all year and now want the easy
way out. What they don’t realise
is that corporate houses will give
more weightage to students who
earn their degrees through offline
exams,” said a senior teacher, ad-
ding: “Thankfully, most students
want offline exams.”

‘Avoidable situation’

Another teacher, who is associat-
ed with the Visva-Bharati Univer-
sity Faculty Association, said:
“Whatever happened seemed
spontaneous, none of the big stu-
dent groups affiliated to political
parties appear to be involved.
Usually, students speak in one
voice, but since these are terminal
semester exams, many of them
are anxious about placements
and therefore want the results on
time. We strongly condemn the
vandalism, but this was an avoida-
ble situation. If only had the auth-
orities held a dialogue with the
students.”

The university PRO, when con-
tacted, said the exams were going
on smoothly and that the institu-
tion was very clear about holding
them only in the offline mode.

including electoral losses, at the
hands of the saffron party in the
last two years.

BJP option weighed
The TRS is also said to have
weighed the option of supporting
the BJP in the election after it fi-
nalised the candidature of Drou-
padi Murmu since she is a tribal
but the negative impact of it
seemed to overweigh the bene-
fits. It would amount to yielding
to the BJP despite having a run-
ning feud with the party.

The move could also demoral-
ise the party cadre.

There was also no reason to
strictly oppose Mr. Sinha since he
was not a Congress candidate.

-~ Violation of cash
transportation
rules in Gurugram
is now punishable

 SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

ended in the wee hours of @ CURVGRAM

i The Gurugram Police on Thurs-
¢ day issued over a dozen direc-
. tions to the banks and private se-
© curity
¢ transportation of cash under Sec-
: tion 71 of the Haryana Police Act
¢ making any violation punishable
¢ with an imprisonment of six
¢ months and 10,000 fine.

agencies for  safe

The orders came in the wake of

: aspate of incidents involving ATM
: thefts and robberies from cash
© vans in transit. In a similar case, a
. gang of robbers had snatched
¢ %96.93 lakh from the employees
: of a security firm on Sohna Road
© on April 18.

i 5 persons must in cash van

¢ As per the directions, the private
© security agency enlisted by the
¢ bank for cash transportation must
. hold a licence under the Haryana
: Private Security Agencies (Regula-
: tion) Act, 2005 and every secured
© van carrying cash must have at
¢ least a staff of five including two
i armed security guards and two
: ATM officers or custodians. All
¢ those deployed for cash transpor-
© tation activities must undergo an-
¢ tecedent
© verification.

checks and police

Besides, the secured cash van

must be fitted with Global Posi-
© tioning System and not carry
i more than 35 crore per trip.

The cash loading of the ATMs

or cash transportation in urban
© and rural areas is not allowed af-
© ter 9 p.m. and 6 p.m. respectively.

J&K apple farmers seek support network

They also demand
storage facilities

A. M. JIGEESH
NEW DELHI

The first-ever convention of apple
farmers from Jammu and Kash-
mir, Himachal Pradesh and Utta-
rakhand, was held in Srinagar on
Thursday. A resolution adopted at
the workshop says that while ap-
ple farmers earn about 34,300
crore in a year, the market value
of the apples they sell in retail
markets is about 14,400 crore.
“The remaining 70% of the value,
i.e., a whooping 10,000 crore
per year is shared by various stake
holders including corporate
players, intermediaries and com-
mission agents, the cold chain
owners, transporters, the whole-
sale traders, retailers, credit insti-
tutions and given as tax to govern-
ments,” says the resolution.

A main organiser of the work-
shop and former MLA M.Y. Tariga-
mi told The Hindu that as the har-
vesting of apples is about to begin
in August, the farmers are unsure
about the value for their efforts.
“Apple is the lifeline of Kashmir.
About 70% of the Valley’s popula-
tion are dependent on apple cul-
tivation. They have suffered huge

"Perfectly healthy and good quality fruit is classified as low grade
merely because of appearance. This also promotes unhealthy practices
of improving appearances through the use of chemicals,” the farmers

claimed. =FiLe PHOTO
losses in the last three seasons
due to the atmosphere created in
the Valley after the abrogation of
Article 370. Through this work-
shop, our effort is to reach out to
farmers in 20 districts in the three
States of India who cultivate ap-
ples. We also passed a charter of
demands of apple farmers,” Mr.
Tarigami said.

Storage infrastructure

The charter called for providing
assistance and support for crea-
tion of a network of producer
cooperatives on the lines of dairy

»

cooperatives.

It wanted the Centre and State
governments to extend special as-
sistance to producer cooperatives
to create storage infrastructure in-
cluding controlled atmosphere
storage (CAS) and cold chain veh-
icles, and processing and market-
ing facilities.

It also demanded a legally gua-
ranteed procurement and mini-
mum support price for apple.

The farmers alleged that corpo-
rate buyers have been using frivo-
lous criteria to determine quality
of apple.

M ND-NDE
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In Gujarat, a thumbs up to English from all stakeholders

Subject introduced from Class I in govt.-run primary schools even as ruling BJP and AAP spar over education in the State

MAHESH LANGA
GANDHINAGAR

For the first time, English has
been introduced as a subject
from Class I in more than
32,000 government-run
primary schools in Gujarat
from this academic year.

The move is part of the
State government’s ambitious
plan to overhaul the educa-
tion sector in order to meet
the demands of parents who
want their children to be in-
troduced to the language
from an early age.

Of late, the education sec-
tor in the State has been at
the centre of a political slug-
fest between the BJP and the
Aam Aadmi Party. AAP has
been attacking the State go-
vernment over the quality of
education in its schools, high-
lighting the lack of infrastruc-

IN BRIEF
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Kerala Opposition leader
writes to Union Minister
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Leader of the
Opposition V.D. Satheesan
has urged the Centre to
urgently limit the imposition
of the Supreme Court-
ordered ecologically sensitive
buffer zone. He said any
further zonation would upend
the livelihood of thousands.

Kerala HC grants bail to
Youth Congress workers
KOCHI

The Kerala HC on Thursday
granted bail to Youth
Congress workers who were in
custody for protesting against
CM Pinarayi Vijayan at the
Thiruvananthapuram airport.
The court said that the
investigators had no case that
the motive for the alleged
incident was personal enmity.

ture and vacancies in teach-
ing posts, and contrasting it
with the reforms brought
about in the sector by its go-
vernment in Delhi.

“From this academic year,
we have made a beginning by
teaching English as a subject
from standard 1 in all govern-
ment-run schools,” Gujarat
Education Secretary Vinod
Rao said. To begin with, stu-
dents of Class I-II will be
taught basics of the language
and from Class III onwards,
they will be taught writing al-
so. From Class VI, students
will be introduced to bilin-
gual textbooks.

‘Good move’

“It is a good move. At least
some basic skills of English
will be taught to students
from the very first day of their

Students of Class | and Il will be taught basics of English and
from Class 11, they will also be taught writing. =a.m. Faruqui

schooling,” said Ramesh Tha-
kor, a parent from Ganeshpu-
ra village in Mehsana district,
whose son is a student of
Class Il in their village
school.

The State Education De-
partment is training teachers
in primary schools and also
providing them handbooks

NIA arrests 3 for Maoist
recruitment in Telangana

MARRI RAMU
HYDERABAD

Three members of Chaita-
nya Mahila Sangham were
arrested by authorities of
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) here on Wed-
nesday on charge of motiv-
ating and recruiting young-
sters for the proscribed
CPI(Maoist).

Incriminating material in-
cluding digital devices were
seized during the searches
before arresting Dongari De-
vendra, Dubasi Swapna and
Chukka Shilpa, officials said.

Case in A.P.

Initially, a case was regis-
tered by the Peddabayalu
police of Visakhapatnam
district in neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh State fol-
lowing a complaint lodged
by the family members of a
nursing student Radha on
January 3. The student’s fa-

mily alleged that CMS mem-
bers had lured Radha into
the movement and made
her join the Maoists operat-
ing in forests bordering
Andhra-Odisha.

Recruitment of the stu-
dent was a conspiracy of the
CMS, a frontal organisation
of the Maoists, the NIA said,
noting that they re-regis-
tered the case five months
later and took up
investigation.

Devendra and Shilpa
were earlier arrested on
charges of links with
Maoists. They were lodged
in prison and later got bail.
Shilpa is practicing as la-
wyer in Hyderabad.

Condemning their arrest,
Telangana State Civil Liber-
ties Committee president
and retired professor Gad-
dam Laxman urged the go-
vernment to immediately
release the three women.

on how to tackle the new
subject.

Explaining the rationale
behind introducing the lan-
guage in schools, Mr. Rao said
there is a demand for English
from parents in the rural
areas, where Gujarati is the
medium of instruction in
most government schools.

Notice to KCR,
others over
land allotment

MARRI RAMU
HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court
on Wednesday issued not-
ices to the State govern-
ment and others, including
ruling Telangana Rashtra
Samithi party supremo K.
Chandrasekhar Rao, in res-
ponse to a PIL petition over
allotment of government
land to party in the State
capital, Hyderabad. It
sought a response within
four weeks.

A retired employee, K.
Maheshwar Raj, State pre-
sident of All India Confed-
eration of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes Organisations, filed
the petition alleging that
the Chief Minister in-
fluenced authorities to get
the land allotted to TRS
and sought a direction to
declare allotment as illegal.

“We are not changing the
medium of instruction in any
school. It remains the mother
tongue, but we are introduc-
ing English as a subject from
the first standard itself and
that has been appreciated by
the Central government also,”
Mr. Rao added.

Gujarat-cadre IAS officer
Anita Karwal, School Educa-
tion Secretary at the Centre,
has lauded the State govern-
ment’s move.

In the State Assembly in
March, Education Minister Ji-
tu Vaghani had said that from
Class I-II basic skills will be
taught and from Class III stu-
dents will be introduced to
English as a full-fledged sub-
ject in all non-English-medi-
um schools.

According to Mr. Rao, the
government’s move has been

appreciated by all stakehol-
ders - students, parents,
schoolteachers and others.

New challenge
However, according to teach-
ers, the government will have
to recruit staff that can teach
students from Class V-VI, or at
least train teachers who can
impart the new language
skills. “We have to remember
that most teachers in govern-
ment-run schools lack adegq-
uate knowledge of English
and that will be a challenge,”
a teacher from Sabarkantha
district told The Hindu.
However, government offi-
cials believe that introduction
of English from Class 1 in
State-run schools will help
stave off criticism of the qual-
ity of education in Gujarat
schools.

‘Congress made revisions
to appease minorities

BJP defends new textbook revisions

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
on Thursday countered alle-
gations made by Opposition
leaders, seers and leaders of
various communities on re-
vised school textbooks and
said the previous Congress
government had made revi-
sions for “appeasement of
minority communities.”

It claimed that the earlier
revision had “insulted” Hin-
du gods, rulers, rulers of Vi-
jayanagara Empire, Wadi-
yars of Mysuru, poet
Kuvempu and Bengaluru
founder Kempe Gowda by
removing chapters or reduc-
ing text related to them in
textbooks. Four State Cabi-
net Ministers, led by Reve-
nue Minister R Ashok, de-
fended the revision of
textbooks by Rohith Chak-

rathirtha-led committee and
said the revised textbooks
would be distributed to stu-
dents in the next few days
with a list of seven-eight cor-
rections on architect of the
Constitution Dr. B.R. Am-
bedkar, social reformer Ba-
savanna and poet Kuvempu.

They lashed out at the
previous government for in-
troduction of textbooks re-
vised by writer Baraguru Ra-
machandrappa and
“magnifying” the achieve-
ments of Muslim rulers to
appease minorities.

They claimed that the
textbooks revised by the Ra-
machandrappa panel had
more than 150 mistakes.
The writers had not ques-
tioned then, he said. “Why
do writers adopt such dou-
ble standards now?” Mr.
Ashok asked.

Abhaya murder
accused get bail

HC puts on hold life term to priest, nun

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A Division Bench of the Ker-
ala High Court on Thursday
suspended the sentence of
life imprisonment awarded
by the Thiruvananthapu-
ram CBI Special Court to
Father Thomas M. Kottoor
and Sister Sephy, convicts in
the Sister Abhaya murder
case. The Bench granted
them bail.

The order came on a peti-
tion seeking to suspend
their sentences and grant
them bail, filed along with
their appeals challenging
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation  Special Court
verdict.

Fr. Kottoor and Sister Se-
phy were awarded the sen-
tence after they were found
guilty of murdering 19-year-
old novice Sister Abhaya.
She was found dead in a well
at the Pious X Convent of
the Knanaya Catholic order
in Kottayam in March 1992.

Interim measure
The Bench, while passing
the order, observed that af-
ter a prima facie look at the
evidence as pointed out by
the defence, and not effec-
tively countered by the pro-
secution, “we cannot but re-
lease the two accused, as an
interim measure, suspend-
ing their sentence till the
disposal of the appeals.”
The court ordered that
the petitioners be released
on bail on execution of a
bond for %5,00,000 each
with two solvent sureties for
the like amount to the satis-
faction of the trial court. For
the first six months after the
release, the petitioners shall
report before the police sta-
tion concerned every Satur-
day at 11 a.m. and thereafter
every second Saturday, the
court said. Senior counsel
for Sister Sephy, P. Vijayab-

Thomas M. Kottoor and
Sephy, convicts in the Sister
Abhaya murder case, were
granted bail by the HC.

= FILE PHOTOS

hanu, argued that there was
no evidence to show that Fr.
Kottoor and Sister Sephy
had met on the night of
March 26, 1992. There was
nothing on record to show
that the injuries found on
the body of the deceased
were inflicted by the ac-
cused persons or any one of
them.

Senior counsel for Fr.
Kottoor, B. Raman Pillai,
submitted that the sentence
passed by the special court
was absolutely improper
and incorrect. The trial was
vitiated by grave illegalities
and irregularities. The con-
viction and sentence were
based on the evidence given
by three unreliable
witnesses.

He argued that the ver-
dict was delivered without
examining the evidence in
the case.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of Tender through E- Tendering (E-Procurement System)
S | Tender Name of work with its location Approx. Amount |Completion| Date & time for
N [Notice No. Cost of |of Earnest| period of | submission of
& Date work Money the work |tender & opening
of tender
1 |132-W-BR- [Replacement of deck plate at Bridge no. RUB 13 Rs. Rs. (08) Eight | Upto 15:00 hrs on
RUB-13- [near Pragati Maidan station on NDLS-PWL section(18648976.44|243300.00| Months 18.07.2022
BR-58A in the jurisdiction of AXEN/BL/SPL/TKJ and Opening of tender
Date: Replacement of badly corroded rivets & members after 15:00 hrs on
22.06.2022(i.e Lateral bracing, angles, Cross frames & Gusset same day
plates of Br. No. 58-A UP on MB-GZB section
under the jurisdiction of AXEN/BL/MB
2*| W-148- Strengthening of heavily corroded/perforated of Rs. Rs. (08) Eight | Upto 15:00 hrs on
140-233- | X- girders at Br. No. 233 UP (5x30.5m) on DUK 8597183.57 | 172000.00( Months 18.07.2022
UMB section, 148 (1x76.2m) & 161 (2x45.7m) on SIR- Opening of tender
Date: DLPC section and strengthening of heavily after 15:00 hrs on
22.06.2022corroded/perforated X- girder at Br. No. same day
140(10x30.5m) on SIR-NLDM section on UMB
Division in the jurisdiction AXEN/BL/UMB
7/;‘.’-, Note :- (i) Above tenders are available on website, IREPS site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in where | [B]%34[=]
Azacﬁ’-’ complete details of Tender can be seen & downloaded. (i) S.No.2* Re-Invitation of tender.
Amrit Mahotsav 1537/2022 ([=]

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER SPECIAL SUB DIVISION GUREZ

&

—

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

2nd Call Fresh e-NIT No (79) EE/SSDG/2914-23 2022-23 Dated:-18-06-2022

For and on behalf for Lt. Governor UT of J&K, Executive Engineer Special Sub Division Gurez invitees-
tendersfromreputedandresourcefulBidders/Firms/Companies/of all classes registered in
JKPWD/CPWD/Railways or any other state Government for below mentioned works at various Water Supply
schemes of Special Sub Division Gurez of Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under LANGUISHING .The bidding
process shallbe completed online on www.jktenders.gov.inin two coversviz.Cover1stconsisting of General
Terms and Condition sand Technical Specifications and Cover 2ndconsisting of Financial Bid on overall
Percentage basis ,in the prescribed BOQ.

of chain link fencing around structures, Const. of
0.25 lac Gallon capacity RCC Service Reservoir for
Gujran, Const. of presetling tank at Gujran, Const.
of Slucie Chamber at Gujran and Const. of Crate
protection work at head site and supports protection
to pipes line at spots at Gujran WSS Latoo Gujran

S. Particulars of the work Estimated | Tender Earnest Bid Time of
No Cost Fee money | Validity | Completion
(Lacs) (inRs.) Deposit of work (Days)
1 2 3 5 6 7
1 |Extension of Distt System at Gujran by way of| 59.137 | 1600 118274 60 AAY
Providing FHTC's House houlder at Gujran, Const. days

Position off under :Approved Under LANGUISHING
The tender inviting authority is Executive Engineer, Special Sub Division Gurez. The awarding authority is District LANGUISHING.

Critical Dates:

| Publish Date

18-06-2022 at9.00AM

ii Document Download Start Date

20-06-2022 at9.00AM

iii Clarification Start date

20-06-2022from 10:A.M

iv | Clarification End date

29-06-2022 up to 6: P.M

iv | Bid submission Startdate

20-06-2022from 10:A.M

\ Bid submission End date

30-06-2022 at4:00 P.M.

vi | Date of Bid opening

30-06-2022 at5.00 P.M.

portal.

payable at Srinagar.

Sub division Gurez

DIP/K-4490/22

1. Biddocuments can be accessed and downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in
2. Thewhole bidding process shall be completed online on tender porta Iwww.jktenders.gov.in.The intending bidders
can download the bid document from the tender portal and can submit their bids by uploading them on the tender

3.  Thevalid bids received shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Special Sub Division Gurez Bids must
be accompanied by bid security and cost of Tender Document as specified in column 4 & 5 of the table and shall be

A. a.The cost of tender documents should be in form of DD/TR/e challan in favour of Executive Engineer Special

4. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape of TR/e-challan, Earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR/BG
and other relevant documents shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial
cover. (5) The bid shall remain valid for a period of 120days from the last date of submission of bids. If any bidder
with draws his bid before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the
same shall be considered to be in violation of bid security declaration and shall be dealt with accordingly and the
bid shall be declared non-responsive. (6) Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website
www.jktenders.gov.in.(7) Queries by emailif any should be made at

Sd/-
ExecutiveEngineer
Special Sub Division Gurez

cM
K
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APPEAI. FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified dead body of
male namely Naresh Mittal, S/o
Unknown, R/o near Bus Stand,
Shahdara, Delhi, Age: Approx 61
years, Complexion: Shallow,
Height: 4', Built: Normal, Face:
Round, was wearing Black T-Shirt,
was found at GTB Hospital,
Shahdara, Delhi vide MLC No.
A2374/15/2022 on 15.06.2022. In this regard a DD No.
68AU/s 174 CrPC, dated 15.06.2022, has been lodged
atP.S. Civil Lines, Delhi.
His dead body has been preserved in GTB Hospital
Mortuary. Any person having any information or clue
about the deceased may kindly inform to the
undersigned on the following address or telephone nos.
SHO
P.S. Civil Lines, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23815444, 23810633

DP/2457/N/2022

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that one
male namely Unknown, S/o Unknown,
R/o Unknown, Age about 35 years, Height
5'2", Complexion Shallow, Long Face,
Thin Built, Wearing Black colour shirt &
pant and bare footed was admitted by Cat
Ambulance in Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital
vide MLC No. 1286/2022. Thereafter he
was referred to Lok Nayak Hospital, where
during the treatment he was expired on 20.06.2022. In this
regard a DD No. 70-A dated 20.06.2022 U/S 174 Cr.PC. has
been lodged at PS Kotwali, Delhi. The dead body has been
preserved for 72 hours in Maulana Azad Medical College
Mortuary, Delhi for identification.

Any person having any information or clue about this
deceased male may kindly inform to the following.

Unknown

SHO
PS: Kotwali, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23953442, 23977100, 8750870121

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that this
man namely Gaurav Dhawan, S/o
Virender Dhawan, R/o 1-11/22, Sec. 16,
Rohini, Delhi, is missing since 01.06.2022
at 01:00 PM. In this regard a case vide DD .
No. 91, dated 01.06.2022 has been ' t
registered at P.S. K.N. Katju Marg, Delhi. ‘ y
Sincere efforts have been made by the

local police to trace out the missing man

but no clue has come to light so far.
The description of the missing man is as

under:

Name: Gaurav Dhawan, Sex: Male, Age: 32 years, Height: 5'8",
Complexion: Fair, Face: Round, Built: Thin, Wearing: Red and
Blue colour T-shirt, Blue colour Jeans and Sports shoes in feet.

If anyone has any information regarding this missing man,
kindly inform to the following:
E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

DP/1597/RD/2022

DP/2462/N/2022

SHO
P.S. K.N. Katju Marg, Delhi
Ph. No.: 011-27571162, 27571171

SEARCH FOR MISSING GIRL

General Public is hereby informed that
one girl (depicted in the photo)
namely Gunjan D/o Mahender Dass
R/o C-26(D-13), Mange Ram Park,
Budh Vihar, Phase-2, Delhi Aged-14
Years has been registered missing
since 27.05.2022 at 7:00 PM from area
of P.S. Budh Vihar, Delhi. In this regard
aFIRNo.294/2022 U/s 363 IPC, Dated
28.05.2022 registered at Police Station
Budh Vihar, Delhi. Her physical
descriptionis as under:-

Complexion: Shallow, Height: 4', Face: Round, Built:
Thin, Clothing: Red coloured suit and salwar.

Any person having any information/Clue about this
missing girl, may inform SHO, Budh Vihar, Delhi at
E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in or website : http://cbi.nic.in

Tele No. : 011-24368638 or 24368641
FAX No. : 011-24368639
DP/1607/RD/2022

™ General publlc is hereby mformed that thls person

o

Gunjan

Sd/-

SHO, Budh Vihar, Delhi
Tel.: 011-27052772-73
Mob.: 8750870326

sl Bara Sirohi, PS. Kalyanpur, Distt. Kanpur Nagar, U.F.',
1 Age: about 35 Years, Height: 5'5", Complexion:
Shallow, Face: Round, Built: Strong, Wearing:
White colour shirt & Black colour pant and sandal in
his feet has been missing from New Delhi Railway
Station, Ajmeri Gate side, Kamla Market since
14.06.2022 at approx. 14:30 PM. inthe area of PS. Kamla Market, Delhi.
In this regard a DD No. 98-A, dated 16.06.2022 has been lodged at PS.
Kamla Market, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out information
aboutthis person but no clue has come to light so far.
Any person having any information or clue about this person kindly inform
tothe following:- SHO
E-Mail: cic@chi.gov.in PS. Kamla Market, Delhi
Website: http://cbi.nic.in Ph. 011-23230623, 8750870424
Fax: 011-24368639 ZIP NET No. MPKM-0012/2022
Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641 DP/1602/CD/2022

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Sunil @ Sunny S/o Jamail @ Ramesh R/o D-331,
Mangolpuri, Delhi has Committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 273/16, U/S
356/379/411/34 IPC, P.S. South Rohini, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said Sunil @ Sunny cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Sunil @ Sunny
have absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sunil @
Sunny of FIR No. 273/16, U/S 356/379/411/34 IPC, P.S.
South Rohini, Delhi is required to appear before this Court

to answer the said complaint/case on or before 06.10.2022.
By Order
Sh. Vivek Beniwal,
Metropolitan Magistrate-07 (NW),
Room No. 208, Second Floor,

DP/1618/RD/2022(Court Matter) Rohini Courts, Delhi
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Tiger by the tail

Sena rebellion was in the making for a while,
and does not allow for a quick fix solution

ith a majority of the party legislators joining a
\ ; \ / rebellion led by Eknath Shinde, the Shiv Sena
appears to be slipping out of the control of its
chief and Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray. The
MVA, the ruling tripartite alliance of the Shiv Sena, Con-
gress and the NCP, is unravelling, and it is unclear what
will take its place. The Congress and the NCP have
pledged the continuation of their support to Mr. Thack-
eray, who has in turn expressed his willingness to step
aside in favour of another leader from the party. The
Congress has even offered to provide outside support to
the government should it help the Sena put its house in
order. Mr. Shinde, until he turned rebel, was a key Sena
leader, and has couched his rebellion in ideological
terms; the Sena has drifted away from its Hindutva
moorings by aligning with the NCP and the Congress,
according to him. Mr. Thackeray has responded by reit-
erating his steadfast commitment to Hindutva, in an
emotional appeal to party MLAs to stay together. But
that seems to have done little to soothe frayed nerves in
the party, and more leaders are flocking to the rebel
tent. The MVA alliance was formed after months of pol-
itical machinations, including the dramatic swearing-in
of a short-lived government of the BJP and a section of
the NCP that returned to the party quickly. The BJP is
waiting for the opportune moment to make its next
move, after using its governments in Gujarat and Assam
to abet the revolt.

The Sena severed its ties with long-term partner BJP,
even overlooking their ideological bonding of Hindutva
to reclaim its eroding primacy in State politics. Despite
the ideological mismatch among the allies, the MVA
partners had compulsions to stay united — until the re-
sentment within the Sena snowballed to challenge the
authority of the Thackeray family. This crisis has been
in the making for a long time, and the CM’s blind trust
in the loyalty of his warriors has turned out to be mis-
placed. To be fair, these MLAs had been complaining
about lack of access to the CM and his son and Minister
Aaditya Thackeray. The junior Thackeray’s attempts to
reshape the party as more palatable to the upper-class
sensibilities disturbed the rustic, often restive party
base that used to be kept on a constant boil by his
grandfather and party founder Bal Thackeray. Mr.
Shinde is one of the very few mass leaders in Sena, after
the Thackerays. He is perceived to be accessible, and
holds sway in two districts neighbouring Mumbeai, al-
most six municipal corporations and an equal number
of smaller local bodies. He felt sidelined in the new
scheme of things, and was waiting for the right oppor-
tunity to strike. The Sena is at a crossroads and could
even head to a dead end.

Para&ig} shift

Under new President, Colombia has a chance
for stable growth after years of drug wars

he victory of Gustavo Petro, a former guerrilla, in
Colombia’s presidential election is one of the

most decisive shifts in the South American coun-
try’s modern history. At war with leftist guerrillas for
decades until a few years ago, Colombia had never vot-
ed aleftist to power in the past. Even when a wave of lef-
tist victories was sweeping across South America in the
early 2000s, it remained a fort of centrist and conserva-
tive politics. But Mr. Petro, armed with his promises of
overhauling the country’s economy and governance,
broke into this fort and captured power. He won 50.4%
votes in Sunday’s election against his rival Rodolfo Her-
nandez’s 47.3%. A host of factors, including internal
political changes and economic challenges, helped him
script history. In Colombia, where a decades-long civil
war between the state and the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC) had had a devastating im-
pact on the public psyche, even mainstream leftist pol-
iticians had struggled to win popular support. But
FARC’s decision to lay down arms and join the political
mainstream as part of the 2016 peace agreement wi-
dened the scope for leftist politics in the country. Mr.
Petro was quick to mobilise this newly created momen-
tum with an economic programme that broke from the
Bogota consensus. He vowed to “democratise land”, re-
negotiate free trade agreements that were inimical to
the interests of Colombian farmers, expand the coun-
try’s social security measures, tax the rich more and re-
duce Colombia’s reliance on fossil fuel.

In a country where annual inflation is 10%, the youth
unemployment rate is 20% and the poverty rate is 40%,
Mr. Petro’s promises of change helped him strike a
chord with voters. Colombia, despite high economic
growth, has one of the highest inequality rates in Latin
America. While the civil war has come to an end, drug
cartels continue to pose serious security challenges.
The way ahead is not going to be easy for Mr. Petro.
True, he has the presidency, but the Colombian right,
which has ruled for decades, has an outsize influence
over the state and Congress. Mr. Petro’s leftist bloc has
only 25 seats in the 188-member lower House. His pro-
mise to reduce the country’s reliance on fossil fuels and
shift to renewable energy could trigger opposition from
the powerful oil industry, besides economic impacts.
His move to hold talks with the drug cartels and end the
drug wars could attract strong opposition from the U.S.
Washington would not sit idly if Mr. Petro takes Colom-
bia, the cornerstone of the U.S.’s Latin American policy,
towards the left. So, he should brace for challenges
emanating not just from his right-wing opponents but
also from the world’s most powerful country. Mr. Petro,
however, should stay focused on the issues at hand and
seek to unite the country that has been pulverised by ci-
vil conflict, drug wars and economic inequality.

Majoritarian politics, Muslim marginality

It raises questions about the new notions of representation in political life and the future of pluralism in India

ZOYA HASAN

religious, ethnic, and linguistic

diversity. Muslims form an im-
portant part of that mosaic which
would be incomplete without
them. Muslim communities them-
selves are ‘diverse, with differenc-
es in language, ethnicity, and ac-
cess to political and economic
power’. But, lately, they have
faced discrimination regardless of
their internal differences in em-
ployment, education and housing.
Many lack access to health care
and basic services. Above all, they
often struggle to secure justice
despite constitutional protections
and equal citizenship guarantees.

India is a country of incredible

The ruling party, its politics

In general, Muslims are under-re-
presented in public institutions
and representative bodies in India.
While there have been improve-
ments in the representation of
most groups, for example, the per-
centage of backward caste Mem-
bers of Parliament in the Hindi
belt had nearly doubled from 11%
in 1984 to more than 20% in the
1990s, Muslims continued to be
under-represented in relation to
the general population. Upper
castes remain the most over-repre-
sented in the Lok Sabha with near-
ly 29% and Other Backward Class-
es 22% in 2019. Most importantly,
there will be no Muslim Member of
Parliament in the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) when the terms of
three of its Muslim MPs in the Ra-
jya Sabha ends in July. It did not
nominate any Muslim member to
the Rajya Sabha in the recently
concluded elections to the Upper
House to recompense for their ab-
sence in the party contingent in
the Lok Sabha. This marks an un-

precedented moment in the histo-
ry of our democracy as for the first
time the ruling party will have no
Members of Parliament from the
largest minority in the Lok Sabha
or the Rajya Sabha, signalling their
distance from political power and
curtailing their opportunities of
getting heard where it matters.
The BJP has no Muslim Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly in
the States either. This is a direct re-
sult of a political strategy first im-
plemented in Gujarat of winning a
majority without minority sup-
port. This strategy has been ex-
tended to other States, most strik-
ingly to Uttar Pradesh in the 2017
and 2022 Assembly elections,
where it won huge majorities with
negligible minority support. Mus-
lims have thus been pushed out of
the system first by rendering them
irrelevant electorally and then ren-
dering them invisible in the public
sphere owing to their electoral
inconsequentiality.

The erosion of the secular

This raises questions about how
inclusive India is to its large Mus-
lim minority population. What is
at stake however is not the ques-
tion of representation of Muslims
as much as a series of questions
about the new notions of repre-
sentation in political life and the
future of pluralism — which is the
bedrock of India’s democracy. Plu-
ralism was a way of demonstrating
that India’s democracy represent-
ed everyone and this gradually be-
came the cornerstone of Indian
political practice. However, the
transformational changes in In-
dian politics in the last decade
have eroded the secular and plu-
ralist basis of the nation. The fai-
lure to keep creed out of politics, a
major fault line of Indian democra-
cy today, is changing the structure
and basis of representation. It is
worth remembering in this con-
text that the Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had
framed the 2022 Assembly elec-
tion as an 80 per cent versus 20

per cent election, where the 20%
group (a dog whistle for Muslims)
represented supporters of mafias
and criminals thus effectively de-
legitimising and derecognising a
whole community.

The dominant template

This form of brazen majoritarian
politics changes the very meaning
of liberal democracy, reshaping it
to provide expression through
state power to the majority will
while disregarding and excluding
minorities. In these circumstanc-
es, parties that depend on the sup-
port of minorities too end up mak-
ing them invisible in order to
compete on somewhat similar
grounds to fit into the dominant
template. This approach denies
the ‘legitimacy of political majori-
ties forged with the aid of minority
support or votes’. For this reason
Rahul Gandhi was mocked and
ridiculed for contesting from
Wayanad in Kerala claiming that
he has done so because it is a Mus-
lim majority constituency.

As noted above, Muslims have
remained under-represented in
the legislative arena since Inde-
pendence. The number of Muslim
Members of Parliament has gone
up marginally from 23 to 27
(roughly 4%), which is still very
low compared to other groups.
That modest increase took place
even though the share of Muslims
candidates decreased. Among the
main parties, the overall number
of Muslim candidates decreased,
from 10.3% to 8%, the biggest de-
crease reported in State-based
parties. The explanation for this
cannot be found in the structural

limitations of the first-past-the-
post electoral system and the lack
of winnability of Muslim candi-
dates. It is political factors, that is
to say the growth of majoritarian
politics, that is aggravating the
problem of under-representation.
Over the last few years, majoritar-
ian politics has changed the politi-
cal landscape markedly in relation
to Muslims. Hereafter, decline in
representation is apparent in the
States where majoritarian politics
is a dominant force. In the event,
most parties disregard their claims
to tickets as they fear their rivals
would accuse them of sacrificing
the interests of the majority com-
munity. Hence, parties are busy
reducing the tickets given to Mus-
lims for fear of being branded anti-
Hindu if they give fair representa-
tion to them or promote and pro-
tect their interests.

This trend directly relates to the
privileging of the majority com-
munity and the ethnicisation of
the state. It marks a shift from re-
presentative democracy based on
inclusive politics in which eve-
ryone has equal rights, regardless
of caste or creed, to an ethnic-ma-
joritarian politics which treats ac-
commodation of diversity as con-
cessions to minorities at the
expense of the majority
community.

An instrument of protection

It is certainly not necessary or de-
sirable for Muslim concerns to be
represented by Muslims; in fact it
is infinitely better for them to be
represented by non-sectarian sec-
ular parties. But when parties are
unwilling to stand up for them
when they are explicitly subjected
to hate speech or their constant
targeting by the state is not coun-
tered or when institutions refuse
to speak up for them when their
homes and shops are illegally de-
molished and their livelihoods
destroyed, then their presence in
institutions matters. Instead of be-
ing understood as concession, pol-
itical representation should be

conceived of as an instrument of
minority rights protection. The
dwindling representation of Mus-
lims in legislatures and public in-
stitutions matters also because
substantive representation (of the
interests of a group) is linked to de-
scriptive representation (their nu-
merical presence). The Indian ex-
perience shows that ‘access to
institutions is a key element to ob-
taining the state’s attention. Inter-
ests tend to be better represented
once a group has actual represen-
tation in public institutions’.

A litmus test

To conclude, diversity in public in-
stitutions is essential to promote
stability and integration of the
state as an institution of gover-
nance since an underlying pre-
mise of democracy is power shar-
ing along multiple axes — religious,
linguistic, regional, caste, tribal,
etc. The extent to which ethnic or
racial minorities are present in le-
gislatures can be viewed as a lit-
mus test for the effectiveness of a
country’s democratic system and
for redressing ethnic inequalities
or addressing discrimination. At
the same time it underlines the
complexities of democratic polit-
ics with regard to the relationship
between formal and substantive
equality and the question of
whether it is enough to give peo-
ple formal equality, or whether
there is a need also to address the
structural obstacles that prevent
certain groups from making full
use of their equal rights, as said in
a paper on ‘The Political Repre-
sentation of Ethnic and Racial Mi-
norities’, New South Wales Parlia-
mentary Library. One thing is
clear from recent Indian expe-
rience. Rights without participa-
tion in public institutions have
been largely ineffective.

Zoya Hasan is Professor Emerita, Centre
for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University and currently Distinguished
Professor, Council for Social
Development, New Delhi

A turning point for Ukraine and its women’s rights

Its ratifing the Istanbul Convention is also timely in the context of Russia’s invasion and Kyiv moving closer to Europe

AKANKSHA KHULLAR

he Ukrainian Parliament —
Tthe Verkhovna Rada -

passed a Bill on June 20 rati-
fying the Council of Europe Con-
vention on preventing and com-
bating violence against women
and domestic violence. Better
known as the Istanbul Conven-
tion, it is the most far-reaching in-
ternational treaty designed to set
legally binding standards for go-
vernments in Europe for the pre-
vention, protection, and prosecu-
tion of gender-based violence.
According to official numbers, 259
deputies voted in favour of the bill,
eight voted against it, 28 voted
blank and 47 abstained.

It will make a difference

While the convention was first
signed by Ukraine in 2011 — despite
repeated calls from activists to rat-
ify it — the government, for years,
remained stubbornly mute on the
subject and continued to delay its
ratification because of opposition
by religious and conservative
groups over the term “gender”
used in the document, as a recent
article by Asami Terajima in the
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Kyiv Independent on Ukraine’s rati-
fication makes clear. Ukraine in
fact, came close to ratifying the
convention in 2016 but failed after
a majority in Parliament voted
against it. As a result, until today,
Ukraine was one of the 11 coun-
tries that had signed but never rat-
ified the Istanbul Convention.

However, the government’s re-
cent decision to ratify the conven-
tion is a huge step forward for the
protection of women and girls
from all forms of violence, wheth-
er in Ukraine or abroad, and could
not be more timely for a number
of reasons.

Gender-based violence
To begin with, the risk of women
becoming victims of gender-based
violence in Ukraine has increased
immensely over the course of Rus-
sia’s eight-year war. In fact, the in-
creasing number of reports that
have emerged since the beginning
of Russia’s invasion in late Febru-
ary 2022 only suggests that the
Russian troops have been using
rape and sexual violence as a wea-
pon of war and instrument of ter-
ror to control civilians. These fears
were further crystallised following
Russian withdrawal from Bucha,
when some nearly 20 women and
girls were assaulted by forces in a
basement, nine of whom became
pregnant from the assault.
Although, the Russian authori-
ties have denied alleged sexual
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abuse by their troops, the truth is
that women in Ukraine have been
disproportionately affected by the
war. And as the tensions continue
to rise, the risk of gender-based
violence will also be heightened,
with survivors suffering more sev-
ere levels of abuse. The prompt
implementation of the convention
could thus equip the Ukrainian
authorities to deal with these
atrocities and serve to reassure the
survivors and provide them with
the confidence to seek justice.
Besides, women’s rights acti-
vists in Ukraine have long been
calling for changes — as highlight-
ed in Ms. Terajima’s article — in le-
gislation to ‘impose harsher forms
of punishment against the offen-
ders of gender violence. For in-
stance, domestic violence has
been an administrative offence in
Ukraine since 2003, which is pun-
ishable by a fine, community work
of up to 60 hours or by imprison-
ment of up to 15 days. Then in
2019, systematic domestic vio-

lence was criminalised, which in
practice meant that criminal
charges will only be imposed if the
abuser commits three offences in a
year’. However, these pieces of le-
gislation and forms of punishment
often fell short of what the victims
anticipated as being fair prosecu-
tion, discouraging them and oth-
ers to go through the process of
seeking justice.

In this sense, the convention’s
ratification will not only expand
‘the list of abuse against women
punishable by law in Ukraine — in-
cluding but not limited to psycho-
logical abuse, stalking, forced mar-
riage, physical and sexual abuse,
forced abortion, sterilisation’ —
but also provide the authorities
with the opportunity to bring
about changes in its legislation and
institutional procedures. In fur-
therance, it will also mean that Uk-
raine will be responsible for fi-
nancing more shelters for women,
training social workers to adeqg-
uately handle cases of sexual vio-
lence, and increase resources of
assistance available for victims.

Aiding EU integration

Apart from being a decisive step in
the fight against gender-based vio-
lence, the adoption of the Istanbul
Convention will also help in Uk-
raine’s European integration. Gua-
ranteeing human rights is the most
important aspect that is consi-
dered when European Union (EU)

membership is being extended to
a country. It has thus been crucial
for Ukraine to demonstrate ac-
tions that will bring the country
closer to European legislations
and values. And a good way of do-
ing this is through the ratification
of the Istanbul Convention. The
decision is in fact, of particular sig-
nificance for the Netherlands and
Sweden, two ‘sceptical’ countries
that were initially blocking Uk-
raine’s candidate seat but have
now eventually agreed to back EU
member status for Ukraine.

The ratification, as Ms. Teraji-
ma’s article highlights, is thus, a
big milestone for Ukraine and has
been applauded by many institu-
tions, including the United Nations
Human Rights Council and the EU
Commission on human rights in
the hope that it will decrease both
the number of gender-based vio-
lence and domestic violence cas-
es. It will also bring Ukraine closer
to other countries that have alrea-
dy ratified the convention. Howev-
er, an important thing to keep in
mind is the fact that the proper im-
plementation of the convention
will require financial resources,
which seems like a challenging
goal for a country already facing
economic downfall due to the Rus-
sian invasion.

Akanksha Khullar is the Assistant
Manager, Ministry of Women and Child
Development Desk at Invest India
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Maharashtra politics
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) seems to have
developed unparalleled
expertise in breaking and
making State governments,
according to its desires. In
this light, the political
events unfolding in
Maharashtra are not totally
unexpected; the Shiv Sena
leadership ought to have
sniffed out these moves at
the very nascent stages
(Page 1, “Uddhav Thackeray
fights to keep control over
Shiv Sena”, June 23). But
what is puzzling is why the
BJP has not been able to
complete the ‘defection
engineering’ job in Gujarat.
That rain-hit Assam is also a
part of the political game is
startling. One hopes that
the developments serve as
a wake-up call to the
Congress and NCP to

safeguard their ‘vulnerable’
legislators.

A. VENKATASUBRAMANIAN,
Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu

u The rebellion against
Uddhav Thackeray’s
leadership exposes the
cracks in the Shiv Sena. The
way Mr. Thackeray talked to
rebels indicates that he does
not seem to have much of a
hold over the legislators. It is
more to do with the growing
influence of the BJP.

PRABHU RAJ R.,
Bengaluru

u The political crisis bears a
striking resemblance to the
sordid political episodes
enacted by the BJP in
Madhya Pradesh and
Karnataka and the triggering
of defections in the ruling
dispensations in order to
grab power. The writing is on

the wall for the Shiv Sena-led
MVA coalition. Dislodging
elected governments by
machinations does not augur
well for our democracy.

M. JEYARAM,
Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu

The next President

Ms. Droupadi Murmu could
well become the next
President of India. At the
same time, it is paramount
that the country gets a new
President who will act as per
the Constitution and his/her
conscience. One also hopes
that if elected, Ms. Murmu
takes up issues that relate to
Adivasis and tribal people.

THARCIUS S. FERNANDO,
Chennai

On Agnipath

The rolling out of the
Agnipath scheme to recruit
Agniveers for India’s defence

forces has resulted in chaos.
There are many youngsters
who will not accept it.
Perhaps it could have been
introduced as a pilot project
and expanded in stages with
an adequate number of
buffer years. It is too radical
a step and should not impact
the preparedness of our
defence forces.

P.S. RAJAGOPALAN,
Chennai

ED interrogation

It was amusing to read the
report, “Neither scared nor
threatened: Rahul” (Inside
pages, June 23), which
summarised the ‘grit’ of the
Congress leader in his having
‘withstood’ the grilling by the
Enforcement Directorate.
The ED was only carrying
out its assigned duty. As far
as Mr. Gandhi is concerned,
he should wait till the ED

submits its findings and the
courts decide on the
processing after that.

MANI NATARAJAN,
Chennai

= Mr. Rahul Gandhi does not
seem to have risen from his
mundanity. He needs to wait
for the ‘results’ instead of
going to town about his not
being ‘scared nor
threatened’ after the intense
questioning.

SANATH KUMAR T.S.,

Thrissur, Kerala

Tussle in the AIADMK
The intensifying infighting
between Edappadi K.
Palaniswami and O.
Panneerselvam over the
issue of ‘single leadership’
points to political danger —
of another split in the All
India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam. It is no

»
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surprise that the AIADMK
has been on a slippery slope
since the passing of
Jayalalithaa. It seems to be
more about individuals now
than the party and its
governance.

R. SIVAKUMAR,
Chennai

Need for caution

As new COVID-19 daily cases
begin to rise, it is unwise to
be complacent; investigating
how many new and
sub-variants have been
detected may be of greater
interest to epidemiologists
than the common man. It is
time to act proactively before
the situation goes out of
control. Health measures
must be put back in place.

V. LAKSHMANAN,
Tirupur, Tamil Nadu
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Will Agnipath energise or demoralise the military?

Lieutenant
General

D. S. Hooda
(Retd) is a former
Northern Army
Commander

Air Vice Marshal
Manmohan
Bahadur (Retd)

is former additional
director general of
Centre for Air Power
Studies

Scan the QR code to
listen to the full
interview online

DATA POINT

The problems plaguing thermal power generators

With a coal-supply demand gap, and international coal prices rising, cash-strapped thermal power generators are left with critical stocks

JASMIN NIHALANI

On June 10, India’s power demand
touched a record high of 211 MW even
as the coal shortage continued with
coal stocks available only for eight
days. In the last two months, as tem-
peratures soared and the economy re-
covered, the power demand breached
the 200 MW level on several occa-
sions. But the coal stock position at
power plants remained worrisome.
Consequently, the Ministry of Power
sprang into action. To bridge the gap
between shortage in domestic supply
and increasing demand, power-gener-
ating companies or ‘gencos’ were di-
rected to use imported coal for 10% of
their requirement, failing which their
domestic supplies would be cut.

How did India get here?

India is the second largest producer of
coal, with reserves that could last up
to 100 years. Despite that, year after
year, the shortage of coal supplies con-
tinues to be an issue. Why does India
have a recurring power crisis? As seen
in chart 1, the domestic production of
coal stagnated between FYI8 and
FY21, but revived in FY22. The power
demand too surged owing to econom-
ic recovery and hotter weather condi-
tions. In a press release published on
May 27, the Ministry of Power noted
that “despite efforts to increase the
supply of domestic coal, there is still a
gap between the requirement of coal
and the supply of coal.”.

Until FY20, domestic sources con-
tributed to about 90% of the power
sector’s coal receipts; the remaining
was filled by imports. But by FY22, the
reliance on imports dwindled to 3.8%
which built pressure on domestic sup-
plies. As chart 2 shows, the coal im-
ported by power plants declined to 27
MT in FY22 from 66.06 MT in FY17.
Coal imported for blending purposes
by power plants that run on indige-
nous coal declined to 8 MT in the last
financial year, from 19.7 MT in FYI17.
Past data show that importing coal for
blending has always seen few takers. A
bulk of imports was made by power
plants designed for imported coal.
Notably, their share of imports too saw
a decline of 60% in FY22 since FY17.
Out of 15 such import-based power
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The scheme is too massive a change and first
needs to be put through a testbed

On June 14, the government an-
nounced the Agnipath scheme,
which fundamentally transforms
the process of recruitment of sol-
diers, sailors and airmen into the
three services. Agniveers, the re-
cruits, will be employed for four
years, after which 25% of them will
be selected for enrolment in the reg-
ular cadre, while the rest will be gi-
ven a certain amount of money and
be shown avenues to get back to civi-
lian life. The scheme has generated
a lot of debate, and protests against
it have been violent in several parts
of the country. To discuss and un-
derstand the nuances of the issue,
Dinakar Peri spoke to Lt Gen D.S.
Hooda (Retd) and AVM Manmohan
Bahadur (Retd). Edited excerpts:

Can you provide an overview of
Agnipath and put things in
context, given the concerns?

Lt Gen D.S. Hooda (DSH): Let me
try and take a very dispassionate
view and look at both sides. Just like
any scheme, there are advantages
and concerns. Let me briefly cover
both. The advantages, as have been
brought out by the government and
the military leadership... they’ve
been talking about a younger mili-
tary, the average age going down
from 32 to 26. The rapid turnover of
Agniveers in the system, they are
hoping, will attract people who are
more technologically savvy and are
therefore more capable of handling
new kinds of modern equipment.
That is why they’re also hoping to
exploit some people from the Indus-
trial Training Institutes (ITIs) and
other technical institutes. What has
not been stated by the military and
the government, but which is ob-
viously a big factor for the adoption
of this scheme, is the fact that at
some stage, maybe not immediate-
ly, Agnipath is going to help reduce
the salary and pension budgets.
That could go into capital expendi-
ture and for the modernisation of
the three forces. Also, by picking
25% of the whole lot of Agniveers,
you will possibly get people who
can then be trained as non-commis-
sioned officers (NCOs), etc. And
with our shortage of officers, it is es-
sential that we have better NCOs in
the military.

plants in India, five had little or no coal
stock as of June 15.

This dip in imports can be attribut-
ed to the skyrocketing prices of coal in
the international markets (chart 3).
The price of imported coal is nearly
5-6 times higher than domestic sup-
ply. It is in this scenario that the Power
Ministry asked the gencos to import 1
coal. However, States are wary of us-
ing imported coal as it would raise the
cost of power substantially. The short-
fall in domestic supplies and the rising
cost of imports have put power plants
in a precarious situation (chart 4).
About 79 of the 150 plants that depend
on domestic coal had critical stocks
(<25% of the required stock) as of June
15. Eight import-based coal plants
were also at critical levels.

quantity of coal.

»

Perennial bottlenecks

The use of imported coal will also
push up the price of power supply to
the power distribution companies or
‘Discoms, often dubbed as the weak-
est link in the power sector chain. Dis-
coms owe long-standing dues to the
tune of 1.16 lakh crore to the gencos.
Delays in payments by discoms create
a working capital crunch for generat-
ing companies which in turn inhibits
them from procuring an adequate

According to the 2019-20 report by
the Power Finance Corporation, dis-
coms had accumulated losses up to
¥5.07 lakh crore and were therefore
unable to pay generators on time. Dis-
coms in Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan and Ut-
tar Pradesh are the most financially
stressed (see chart 5).

Discoms are bleeding because the 0
revenue they generate is much lower
than their costs. This is evident from
the gap between the average cost of
supply and average revenue realised
(see chart 6). Tamil Nadu, Jammu and
Kashmir, and Rajasthan have the wid-
est gap between revenues and expens-
es of discoms. Apart from providing
power at cheaper rates, some State go-
vernments do not revise tariffs period-
ically. Further, the delay in getting
compensation from the government
also compounds the woes of cash-
strapped discoms.

nihalani.j@thehindu.co.in

There are genuine concerns. Will
people who join only for four years,
and who are possibly looking at the
military as a stepping stone for a fu-
ture career, have the same levels of
morale and motivation that you find
among soldiers who are permanent-
ly in the military? Is the scheme go-
ing to, in some ways, impact unit co-
hesion, which is absolutely
essential? Is the shortened training
period good enough to turn a re-
cruit into a soldier who can fit in
and function well within a unit?

There are also, in my view, diffe-
rent aspects of different services.
Everybody is not going to face the
same conditions. Someone in a
technical service in a peace station
is obviously not going to face the
same conditions as someone who is
going to spend two-three years de-
ployed along the borders with an in-
fantry unit. So, how will these diffe-
rent conditions impact the
Agniveer? Some are saying it could
have an impact, while some are say-
ing it will not have an impact on op-
erational effectiveness and readi-
ness. I think it’s too early to tell. My
suggestion would be that the
scheme be put through a testbed.
See how it works. Then we can
adopt whatever lessons we learn
from the testbed.

About treating it as a testbed,
wouldn’t that have been a
better way to begin? And then
the scheme could have been
rolled out on a larger scale?

DSH: The government has said that
we are not going to roll it back, that
we are going to implement it. So,
even if you do it in this manner, use
the first four years as a testbed. The
argument that is being made is that
the Defence Minister has the author-
ity to make changes where re-
quired. But I think the approach to
what we are doing currently, and to
a testbed, would be different. If we
say this is a testbed, I think we will
be more open to major modifica-
tions wherever required. I am glad
the Vice Chief of Army Staff did say
something similar, that they are
looking at it for the first four-five
years as a pilot project.

With respect to the Navy and
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Air Force, which are highly
technology-intensive, what is
going to be the impact, given
the short tenure of the scheme
and only six months of
training?

AVM Manmohan Bahadur (MB):
When you’re talking about technol-
ogy, and you have studied someth-
ing in your school or college or an
ITI, and then you’re absorbed into a
military formation, the systems
there are totally different. The basis
may remain the same. And it takes a
lot of time — in my experience, at
least four-five years — for people to
be trusted to work on systems in
their own individual capacity. For
four-five years, you’re actually un-
der the tutelage of a senior person.
No airman, no air warrior signs for
his trade in the clearance form for
an aircraft going for flight. It is simi-
lar for radars, anti-aircraft missile
systems, and so on. I'm sure a simi-
lar thing goes for the naval systems
too. So, at the ripe time of four
years, when they are ready to be ex-
ploited to their full potential, you're
asking 75% of the people to go. And
then you get a new lot coming in
and you have to start from scratch.
A person who would become a su-
pervisor after five-six years of ser-
vice leaves. A lot of money and,
more importantly, effort and know-
ledge as well as wisdom are going
out of the system. This is something
that has to be catered for.

And since we’ve talked of a trial
period, in my opinion, the initial lot
who come in should go into non-
critical streams of the Air Force and
Navy. The same goes for the Army
too. Let’s see how the people res-
pond. And thereafter, in the next
lot, or maybe from the third lot, you
tweak the system and modify it to

The numbers are not that
high that we're looking at
huge militarisation in
society. If we are able to
give them (Agniveers) some
decent, honourable second
career, that to a large
extent would help allay
these fears.

LT GEN D.S. HOODA (RETD.)

take into account the issues that
may have arisen. For example,
we’ve done this with the Short Ser-
vice Commission. It was initially for
five years. It was increased thereaf-
ter to 10 years, etc.

The terms and conditions state
that Agniveers will form a
distinct rank and will sport
distinctive insignia on their
uniform during the duration of
their service before some of
them come back into the
regular cadre. This is a clear
demarcation. How is that from
the point of view of motivation,
especially where there is close
camaraderie?

DSH: I wish they had not done this.
There is absolutely no difference in
the kinds of jobs that they will do in
units, there is no difference in how
they will be treated. Having a sepa-
rate insignia sort of signifies two
classes of soldiers in a unit. You
shouldn’t make any sort of distinc-
tion at this stage... Because when
you do that, even individuals within
the unit will look at each other as a
separate class, which is not good. As
I mentioned, one of the key factors
is unit cohesion. That comes in with
a sense of common purpose. Every-
body feels that everybody is equal.

Chart 1| The chart shows India's total domestic coal
production in million tonnes (left-axis) and energy
requirement in billion units (right-axis) in the past 12 years
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Chart 2 | The chart shows the quantity of coal imported
(million tonnes) by imported coal-based power plants
(®) and by domestic coal-based plants that use imported
coal for blending (®). In the recent years, the usage of

imported coal has dwindled across both types of plants
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Chart 3 | The chart shows the quarter-wise domestic
and international coal prices (% per tonne). The price of
coal in international markets was on a steep rise while the
domestic price remained relatively stable as of Q2FY22
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Chart 4 | The chart shows the share of power plants
that had critical coal stocks as of June 15, 2022. About
53% of power plants that depend on domestic coal and
a similar share of imported coal-based plants had critical
levels of coal stock

% imported coal-based plants with critical levels of stock

% domestic coal-based plants with critical levels of stock

Source: CEA, PFC, Ministry of Coal, Ministry of Power, RBI, POSOCO
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In chart 6, a positive value indicates that supply costs are
higher than revenues and so the utility is making a loss. A
negative value indicates that the utility is making a profit

MB: A different rank or a unique in-
signia actually hits at the very basis
of unit cohesion. The armed forces
are a classless lot. You wear a un-
iform, whether in school or in col-
lege or in the armed forces, to re-
move all economic and societal
disparities, and say all are one. And
here you have two people fighting,
say in the trenches, the enemy is in
front, and you have one person
wearing one type of uniform and
the other one has an insignia signi-
fying him to be somebody who is
different. That is not right. I feel the
government can do a simple modifi-
cation, which is to remove this
clause. In any case, when the Agni-
veer leaves after four years, you
may call him Agniveer, but he’s not
an ex-serviceman. The rule says he’s
not an ex-serviceman.

A major concern that has been
expressed on social media is
the issue of national security as
young military-trained men
will be going back to civil
society in large numbers every
year.

DSH: I don’t think it’s as much a
concern as it is being made out to be
... militarisation of society. First, the
numbers are not that high that
we’re looking at huge militarisation
in society. There could be some who
could be exploited [by anti-social
elements], yes. And I think to allay
these fears, if we are able to give
them some decent, honourable se-
cond career, that to a large extent
would help overcome these issues
about how these armed forces-
trained people will behave once
they’re out in society.

MB: When we are talking in terms
of militarisation, the pressures of a
jobless existence weigh against the
ethos, or the morality, that you may
have learned in those four years.
That really stretches the elastic, the
malleability of one’s character, and
some may, unfortunately, fall for it.
So, the point is, it is not such a big
problem — but to say that there is no
problem, I think that too would be
incorrect. And the way out is we
have industry falling head over
heels saying that we will give them
jobs. I like former Navy chief Admi-
ral Arun Prakash’s reply to a tweet
from one of the industrialists,
where he said, what have you been
doing till now, please give us num-
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bers? Even now as we speak, ex-ser-
vicemen are looking for jobs. We
have to move beyond the optics and
statements, and do something on
the ground to help these people.

What would you say in
conclusion?

DSH: I want to reiterate what I said
in the beginning. This is a massive
change that we have brought about
in the recruitment process. I am not
sure there has been enough discus-
sion and debate even within the ser-
vices on how we are going to take
people, train them, inculcate in
them the ethos of the military, and
how long they will serve. I know the
service chiefs and service headquar-
ters have been discussing it. There
have been discussions with the pol-
itical leadership. But has it been de-
bated enough within the organisa-
tion, at the level of commanding
officers and company commanders
who are actually going to be bearing
the brunt of what is going to hap-
pen? My suggestion again is to put
the scheme through some kind of a
testbed and be open to major chang-
es, if and when required. As AVM
Bahadur has also said, you will
probably find that there are certain
areas, certain pockets, certain traits
that are more suited for Agniveers,
and some are not. So, this across-
the-board option could also be
changed a little bit.

MB: We need to look beyond four
years. The issue — and rightly so — is
that the decisions have been taken
by people at the top. When you’re
talking of the armed forces, the top
brass would have retired in four
years. And the fallout, if any, good
and bad, will be faced by the next
set of leadership within the military.
I think they need to be taken on
board in all the decisions that are
going to be taken now — the way this
scheme is going to be rolled out and
implemented on the ground — be-
cause they’re going to face the pro-
verbial music.

Additionally, do we need to set
up another organisation to look af-
ter the people who go out? We have
the Department of Ex-Servicemen
Welfare, and there are enough
[complaints] from the existing ex-
servicemen that nothing much has
been done. Now we have a larger
mass going out every year, a youn-
ger lot.

- Pindu,
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Venue for Indo-Pakistan summit

New Delhi, June 23: The Retreat, the week-
end refuge of the Viceroys from the tiresome
gaiety of Simla during the heyday of British
rule, is one of the stately homes with an aura
of imperial past which are being hastily re-
furbished and given a quick face-lift for the
Indo-Pakistan summit next week. A 100-year
old country house with a chequered history,
it was originally built by an enterprising Brit-
ish medical officer before it was extensively
remodelled and converted into an official re-
sidence for the Chief Commissioner of the
Simla Hills. Nestling amidst giant oaks, pines
and maples in a secluded estate aside the In-
dia-Tibet border road, it commands a pano-
ramic view of the Himalayan snow-line. Af-
ter Lord Elgin acquired the property in 1896
for viceregal use, it was decorated by Lock-
wood Kipling, father of Rudyard Kipling,
who at that time was Principal of the Mayo
Art College in Lahore. During the days of
Minto, Hardinge, Chelmsford, Reading, Lyt-
ton and Curzon to Irwin, Willingdon, Linlith-
gow, Wavell and Mountbatten, it served as a
rendezvous for official conferences in a
country home atmosphere away from the
stuffy atmosphere of the Viceregal Lodge in
Simla. When Dr. Radhakrishnan gave up the
old viceregal residence in Simla, the Retreat
was retained as a modest summer residence
for the President. But it has been seldom
used since Independence except for a few
brief spells of holiday by Mr. Nehru.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 24, 1922

The Climbers

The “Englishman” has published the follow-
ing telegram from Darjeeling regarding the
Mount Everest expedition: Discouraging
news has been received from Everest.
Another attempt was made after a height of
27200 feet had been reached but only an ad-
ditional 100 feet was added to the record.
Weather conditions experienced are de-
scribed as terrible. Medical officers of the
party have declared that the Members are all
more or less incapicitated through their
hardships and that several of them are suf-
fering severely through frost bite. Already a
section of the party are on their way to Dar-
jeeling to return to England as quickly as
possible. A last forlorn attempt was to be
made by a party of three between 6th and
14th but as no news of the result has come
through it is feared that it has been unsuc-
cessful.

M ND-NDE



DELHI

FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 2022

FOLLOW US:

®0vY0E

thehindu.com
facebook.com/thehindu
twitter.com/the_hindu
instagram.com/the_hindu

NEWSIN
NUMBERS

Boom in media industry

In %, the expected
compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) at which the
Indian media and

[ ) entertainment industry is

expected to grow and reach ¥4.30 lakh
crore by 2026, according to PwC's
Global Entertainment & Media Outlook
2022-2026. The growth would be
paced by digital media and advertising
through deeper penetration of the
Internet and mobile devices in the
domestic market, along with traditional
media, the report said. TV advertising
is expected to reach over ¥43,000
crore by 2026. p1i

Granting work visas

In thousand, the
number of temporary
work visas the United
States will announce to
offer to Mexicans and

Central Americans when the Mexican
president visits Washington next
month, Mexico's Interior Minister Adan
Augusto Lopez said on Wednesday. Mr.
Lopez said 1,50,000 of the visas will
be for Mexicans or foreigners who are
in Mexico waiting for the possibility of
migrating to the U.S. President Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador is set to meet
his U.S. counterpart, Joe Biden, in
Washington in July. reuters

Loans from China

In $ billion, the loan

facility agreement signed

by Pakistan on Wednesday

with a Chinese consortium
[ ) of banks to help the

country's cash-strapped economy in
the wake of depleting foreign
exchange reserves and depreciation of
its local currency. The loan agreement
with Chinese banks will boost the
crisis-hit Pakistan's reserves and enable
Islamabad to make import payments
while lending some support to the
rupee as well. The Pakistani rupee has
lost over 34% since the beginning of
the outgoing fiscal year 2021-22. pmi

Entering the job market

In million, the record
number of Chinese
graduates entering the
worst job market in

[ ) decades at a time when

youth unemployment is already more
than three times China's overall
joblessness rate, at a record 18.4%.
Unemployment is awkward for the
Communist Party, especially in a year
when President Xi Jinping is expected
to secure third leadership term.
Premier of the People's Republic of
China, Li Kegiang, has said that
stabilising the job market for graduates
is a top government priority. REuTErs

Diseases due to flood

The number of
people to
contract various
waterborne
illnesses so far in

flood*hit districts, with more than half
the cases in the Sylhet region of
Bangladesh, as the region faces the
worst flooding in 100 years.
Authorities in Bangladesh are racing to
get drinking water to over 4.5 million
people stranded in their homes, an
official said on Thursday. About 42
people were killed in the flood, with
over 2,000 rescue teams trying to
reach victims in 17 districts. reuters
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B Pakistan's foreign
exchange reserves have
been depleting during the
last one year and it has
come down to $8.9 billion
in June 2022.
I

W The IMF is willing to
support but it wants
Pakistan “to address high
inflation and the elevated
fiscal and current account
deficits, while ensuring
adequate protection for the
most vulnerable.”
|

W Pakistan's economic and
energy situation is serious
that demands bold decisions
and the situation will
worsen in the short term
before it gets better, but
this has been the nation's
history in the last 75 years.
|
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Pakistan’s economic muddling and
the IMF challenge

The falling rupee, depleting foreign exchange reserves, energy shortage, increasing fuel prices and a complicated external
support highlight the contemporary economic crisis Pakistan is in. Will Islamabad find a way out?

D. SUBA CHANDRAN

The Pakistani rupee (PKR) has been falling
continuously; from 150 in April 2021 to 213
against the dollar on 21 June, an all-time
low. Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves
have been depleting during the last one year.
According to State Bank of Pakistan data,
from $17.2 billion in June 2021, the net
reserves with the SBP have come down to
$8.9 billion in June 2022.

The new government has already
increased the fuel price — in late May and
early June. Besides, the new budget has
proposed resuming the petroleum
development levy. This would mean
increased oil and electricity prices, which
has the potential to bring people to the
streets. Earlier this month, citing
“heightened external vulnerability risk” and
the “ability to secure additional external
financing,” the rating agency Moody’s
downgraded Pakistan’s outlook to negative.

The government-International Monetary
Fund (IMF) talks have remained
complicated.

Will the IMF bail out Pakistan?
The immediate future of Pakistan’s economy
would depend on IMF resuming its support.
Despite an intense discussion between the
two, there has not been a breakthrough until
now. Pakistan’s relationship with the IMF has
remained complicated. Though Islamabad
has been negotiating with the IMF
repeatedly, there has been an economic
nationalism, mostly jingoistic, against
approaching the IMF in recent years. Imran
Khan, the former Prime Minister made
statements and fuelled the sentiments
against the IMF. After becoming the PM in
2018, he preferred approaching friendly
countries (China and Saudi Arabia) and
avoiding the IMF. The new government is
now back to the IMF; it expects the IMF to
release the payments, expand the support
programme, and give a longer rope to repay.
The IMF is willing to support Pakistan but
has some conditions regarding

macroeconomic reforms. This was
highlighted in the IMF statement after the
last meeting in May 2022. The IMF wants
Pakistan “to address high inflation and the
elevated fiscal and current account deficits,
while ensuring adequate protection for the
most vulnerable.” The IMF would also not
want any deviations from what has been
agreed to, especially concerning fuel and
power subsidies. Besides, the IMF wants
Pakistan to be transparent about its debt
situation, including what Islamabad owes to
China, as a part of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Subsidies are politically sensitive; with
elections ahead, it would not be an easy
decision. The new budget also has proposed
resuming the petroleum tax levy. With the
above, the new government expects that the
IMF will consider resuming its package.

The IMF may agree to support after a few
more promises by the government. But the
relief may be less than what Pakistan would
hope for. Without macroeconomic reforms,
the IMF is less likely to expand its support
programme, or provide a longer rope to
Pakistan, that Islamabad wants.

Will Pakistan pursue macroeconomic
reforms?

This has been a million-dollar question.
Economists within Pakistan and elsewhere
have been arguing for macroeconomic
reforms, including the independence of
financial institutions. It is a political question
that the successive governments led by the
Pakistan Peoples Party (2008-13), Pakistan
Muslim League-N (2013-18) and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (2018-22) were unwilling to
address. Instead, all governments continued
to borrow from global institutions and
friendly countries.

The budgets have remained populist; the
economic governance declined due to
corruption, lack of financial institutions’
independence, and the export decline. The
subsidies in the energy sector — fuel, oil and
electricity — remain high. With the present
government led by the PML-N and PPP

Open network for digital commerce

What is ONDC and how will it change e-commerce platforms? How will the ONDC network aid online applications?

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA

adopt and be a part of the ONDC

network.

combine facing elections, they are less likely
to take any further bold decisions.
Successive governments, especially the
previous one, would instead look for
external bailouts and support from
“friendly” countries.

Will “friendly countries” support
Pakistan without preconditions?
Saudi Arabia and China have been
supporting Pakistan. Immediately after
becoming the Prime Minister, Shehbaz
Sharif visited Saudi Arabia to secure a loan.
In early May 2022, Riyadh agreed to provide
$8 billion; in December 2021, Imran Khan
secured a $3 billion support. A similar
understanding was reached in October 2021.
However, Riyadh’s support was not
unconditional. An editorial in Dawn in
November 2021 highlighted that Riyadh can
ask Pakistan “to return the money at any
time if the two countries have divergent
views regarding their relationship or ties
with a third country, or some other issue.”

China has been another significant source
for Pakistan. Islamabad has been regularly
seeking loans from China within and outside
the CPEC projects. While the CPEC projects
kept expanding and was projected as a
panacea for Pakistan’s economic problems,
there are many questions over the hidden
costs. Pakistan also had to raise the security
for the CPEC projects after a series of
militant attacks. Pakistan has created a
Special Security Division to provide security
exclusively for the CPEC projects, increasing
the cost further. A larger question is whether
Pakistan would divert external aid to pay its
debts to China? This has been one of the
questions raised by the IMF, way back in
2018, and remains relevant even today.

During the latest Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) meeting, there was an
understanding that Pakistan has met its
requirement. The FATF has agreed to
explore the possibilities of removing
Pakistan from the grey list.

However, when Pakistan was on the grey
list, the IMF had been holding talks with

The paper added that ONDC has been
envisaged as an entity which should be
able to work without the need for

Islamabad. The big two — China and Saudi
Arabia — were not constrained by Pakistan’s
listing in the FATF. So, the relaxation is less
likely to open gates for big investments.

Will Pakistan go the Sri Lankan way?
The situation was similar in Sri Lanka — the
falling value of rupee, declining foreign
exchange reserves, differences with the IMF,
and rising fuel prices. All of them led to
public protests in Sri Lanka against the
government. The economic and energy
crises in Pakistan have not snowballed into a
political storm as it had happened in Sri
Lanka during April-May. Will there be one?

Politically, unlike in Sri Lanka, there is a
coalition at the federal level; the main
partners — the PML-N and the PPP — have a
strong presence and control over the two big
provinces, Punjab and Sindh.

To conclude, Pakistan’s economic and
energy situation is serious and demands
bold decisions. The situation will worsen in
the short term before it gets better, but this
has been Pakistan’s history in the last 75
years. With a relief from the IMF, after a
protracted negotiation, a few band aids, and
the U.S. intervention, Islamabad may
muddle through this time as well, until the
next crisis.

D. Suba Chandran is Dean, School of
Conflict and Security Studies at the National
Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS),
Bengaluru.

Foundation; Kumar Rajagopalan CEO,
Retailers Association of India; Adil

Activists display placards
and shout slogans during a
demonstration against
inflation and fuel price hike
in Karachi. =arp

The story so far: The government of
India announced the launch of the pilot
phase of open network for digital
commerce (ONDC) in five cities in late
April with an aim to “democratise” the
country’s fast growing digital
e-commerce space that is currently
dominated by the two
U.S.-headquartered firms — Amazon and
Walmart. The announcement was made
by Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal. “After UPI, another game
changing idea to democratise commerce
— ONDC soft launch today to select
consumers, sellers and logistics
providers. Get ready for a world of
choice, convenience and transparency,”

The ONDC aims to enable buying of
products from all participating
e-commerce platforms by consumers
through a single platform. Currently, a
buyer needs to go to Amazon, for
example, to buy a product from a seller
on Amazon. Under ONDG, it is envisaged
that a buyer registered on one
participating e-commerce site (for
example, Amazon) may purchase goods
from a seller on another participating
e-commerce site (for example, Flipkart).

The ONDC model is trying to replicate
the success of the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) in the field of digital
payments. UPI allows people to send or
receive money irrespective of the

Zainulbhai Chairman, Quality Council of
India and Capacity Building Commission;
and Anil Agrawal, Additional Secretary,
Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade.

Over the next five years, the ONDC
expects to bring on board 90 crore users
and 12 lakh sellers on the network,
enabling 730 crore additional purchases
and an additional gross merchandising
value (GMV) of %3.75 crore. The GMV for
the digital commerce retail market in
India was 32.85 lakh crore ($38 billion) in
2020, which is only 4.3% of the total
retail GMV in India.

THE GIST

B ONDC is a not-for-profit
organisation that will offer a
network to enable local
digital commerce stores
across industries to be
discovered and engaged by
any network-enabled
applications.

——

B The ONDC model is trying
to replicate the success of
the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) in the field
of digital payments.
——

day-to-day guidance and advisory from
the shareholders/members. The
independence of the management is
linked to the financial independence of
the entity, and therefore, the entity will
be required to get funding independently
and have a self-sustaining financial
model.

What is the current status?
Presently, ONDC is in its pilot stage in five
cities — Delhi NCR, Bengaluru, Bhopal,
Shillong and Coimbatore — with a target
of onboarding around 150 retailers.

The government has also constituted
an advisory council to analyse the

What are the likely benefits of ONDC

Mr Goyal had tweeted. payment platforms they are registered during the outbreak of the COVID-19 potential of ONDC as a concept and to The ONDC will standardise operations B Over the next five vears
on. The open network concept also pandemic to understand its impact on advise the government on measures like cataloguing, inventory management, ... gnpC expects to ybrin g
What is ONDC? extends beyond the retail sector, to any small sellers and hyperlocal supply chain ~ needed to accelerate its adoption. Its order management and order fulfilment, on board 90 crore users and

As per the strategy paper on ONDC, it is a
not-for-profit organisation that will offer a
network to enable local digital commerce
stores across industries to be discovered
and engaged by any network-enabled
applications. It is neither an aggregator
application nor a hosting platform, and
all existing digital commerce applications  under Ministry of Commerce and revolutionise digital commerce in India,”  Protean eGov Technologies Ltd.; Arvind
and platforms can voluntarily choose to Industries, conducted an outreach as per the strategy paper. Gupta Co-Founder & Head, Digital India

M » eee

digital commerce domains including
wholesale, mobility, food delivery,
logistics, travel, urban services, etc.

members include Nandan M. Nilekani,
Non- Executive Chairman, Infosys; R.S.
Sharma, CEO, National Health Authority;
Dilip Asbe, Managing Director and CEO,
NPCI; Anjali Bansal Founder and
Chairperson, Avaana Capital; Suresh
Sethi, Managing Director and CEO,

functioning. Post which, it found that
there is a huge disconnect between the
scale of online demand and the ability of
the local retail ecosystem to participate.
Following this, consultations were held
with multiple ministries and industry
experts and “ONDC was envisioned to

hence making it simpler and easier for
small businesses to be discoverable over
network and conduct business.
However, experts have pointed out
some likely potential issues such as
getting enough number of e-commerce
platforms to sign up, along with issues
related to customer service and payment

integration.

12 lakh sellers on the
network, enabling 730 crore
additional purchases.
|

What led to formation of ONDC?
The Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT),
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W Elvis is the latest in a
long line of musical biopics
from 1968's Funny Girl to
Lin-Manuel Miranda's
directorial debut, Tick,
Tick... Boom! (2021).
I

W Taron Egerton's
performance as British
singer and pianist, Elton
John, in Dexter Fletcher's
Rocketman (2019) won him
a slew of nominations and a
Golden Globe.
—

B Hugh Jackman got a best
actor nomination at the
Golden Globes for his
performance as entertainer
P.T. Barnum, in Michael
Gracey's The Greatest
Showman (2017).
I

IN THE LIMELIGHT

Musical biopics: When box
office and critics go ka-chung!

With Baz Luhrman’s ‘Elvis’ opening on June 24, a look at the bubbling cauldron of charismatic
performances and high drama that goes into the making of a successful musical biopic

MINI ANTHIKAD CHHIBBER

With Elvis, based on the life of The King played by
Austin Butler, and his thorny relationship with his
manager, Colonel Tom Parker (Tom Hanks), Baz
Luhrman is on familiar ground. The Moulin
Rouge! director is known for his
extravagantly-produced musical numbers.

Elvis is the latest in a long line of musical
biopics from 1968’s Funny Girl which Barbra
Streisand nailed with her portrayal of Fanny Brice
to Andrew Garfield’s delightful personification of
Jonathan Larson in Lin-Manuel Miranda’s
directorial debut, Tick, Tick... Boom! (2021).

Award darlings

Musical biopics, if done right, apart from being
first-rate entertainers are award magnets. Andrew
Garfield’s Golden Globe win and the Oscar

nomination continues the tradition of recognition.

George C. Wolfe’s Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom
(2020), which tells the story of blues singer, Ma
Rainey (Viola Davis) and a fraught recording
session in 1927 Chicago, received five Oscar
nominations and won two for Makeup and
Hairstyling, and Costume Design.

Chadwick Boseman’s incendiary performance
as the hot-headed trumpeter, Levee, won him a
best actor nomination.

Taron Egerton’s performance as British singer
and pianist, Elton John in Dexter Fletcher’s
Rocketman (2019) won him a slew of nominations
and a Golden Globe. As Judy Garland in Rupert
Goold’s Judy (2019), Renée Zellweger won the
Academy Award for Best Actress, as well as the
Golden Globe, Screen Actors Guild (SAG), BAFTA
and Critics’ Choice.

Peter Farrelly’s Green Book (2018) set in 1962
detailing a tour by African-American pianist Don
Shirley (Mahershala Ali) and his driver and
bodyguard Frank Vallelonga (Viggo Mortensen),

took the Best Picture Oscar as well as Original
Screenplay. Ali, apart from his Supporting Actor
win at the Oscars also won at the Golden Globes,
BAFTA and SAG.

They will rock you

Also in 2018 was Brian Singer’s Bohemian
Rhapsody on the life of Freddie Mercury (Rami
Malek), lead singer of the British rock band,
Queen. While there were murmurs against
skirting the issue of Mercury’s sexuality and the
toning down of some of the greater excesses,
Bohemian Rhapsody was a box office and critics’
favourite.

Musical biopics, if done right, apart from
being first-rate entertainers are award
magnets

Like Ali, apart from taking the Oscar for Best
Actor, Malek also snagged wins at the Golden
Globes, BAFTA and SAG. Bohemian Rhapsody
with its towering, anthemic numbers, won Oscars
for film and sound editing, and sound mixing.

Hugh Jackman got a best actor nomination at
the Golden Globes for his performance as
entertainer P.T. Barnum, in Michael Gracey’s The
Greatest Showman (2017). The film won the
Golden Globe for Best Original Song for “This Is
Me’.

In the noughties, there was Taylor Hackford’s
Ray (2004) on the life of R&B musician Ray
Charles. For his performance as Charles, Jamie
Foxx won all the five major acting awards — Oscar,
Golden Globe, BAFTA, SAG and Critic’s Choice,
becoming only the second actor to do so.

James Mangold’s Walk the Line (2005) on the
life of Johnny Cash (Joaquin Phoenix) focuses
on the country music singer and songwriter’s
relationship with singer June Carter (Reese

Witherspoon) and his struggles with addiction.
The film got five Oscar nominations, including
best actress for Witherspoon that she won.

Six actors in search of an icon

While there are biopics that are straight
narratives, Todd Haynes’ I'm Not There (2007)
should get a medal for its unconventionality. Six
actors — Christian Bale, Cate Blanchett, Marcus
Carl Franklin, Richard Gere, Heath Ledger and
Ben Whishaw portray different aspects of
counterculture icon Bob Dylan.

For her interpretation as Jude Quinn, an
androgynous version of the mid-sixties Dylan
complete with Wayfarers, polka-dot shirt and
vampiric, long pointed nails, Blanchett won the
Golden Globe Award and an Academy Award
nomination.

Stream on

The smaller screens have woken up to the
possibilities of sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ roll. Peter
Jackson’s 468-minute love letter to The Beatles,
Get Back, is a documentary of the Fab Four
putting songs together for the album, Let it Be, in
the studio in January 19609.

Robert Siegel’s Pam & Tommy — a mini-series
on the relationship between Baywatch star
Pamela Anderson and Métley Criie drummer,
Tommy Lee, and the sex tape they made on their
honeymoon makes for riveting viewing.

Lily James and Sebastian Stan as Anderson and
Lee have created living, breathing characters far
removed from caricature. There is also Danny
Boyle’s six-part series, Pistol, on the seventies
punk rock band Sex Pistols.

The music industry is an irresistible mix of
talent, inspiration and unruliness. It is no small
wonder then that the lives of the bad boys and the
bad girls of the industry translate so well on
screen.

THE DAILY QUIZ

Lionel Messi, the seven-time Ballon d'Or winner, celebrates his birthday on June 24. Here is a quiz on famous
Argentinian footballers

In the FIFA quarterfinals of

1986, this Argentinian
footballer scored the best goal
(polled by FIFA 2002) in World
Cup history against England,
setting Argentina on a path to
win its second World Cup title.
Name this player.

Name this former physician,
footballer and
manager, famously called ‘el
narigén’ by his fans, who coached
the Argentinian football team to
victory in the 1986 FIFA World
Cup.

Name the Argentinian

footballer who played in the
1930 World Cup finals as a part
of the Argentinian team only to
go on and win the World Cup in
1934 for Italy, all the while

Compiled by: Tamma Moksha
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dealing with various threats to
his safety.

Considered one of the
greatest South American
defenders of all time, this former
Argentinian player and manager
was the captain of the team that
won the 1978 World Cup. He was
also a part of the 1986 World
Cup winning team. Name this

person.

Name the Ballon d'Or winner
who played for the youth
team of Newell's Old Boys clubin

Argentina. He formed a part of
the near-unbeatable Newell's

Old Boys nicknamed ‘The
Machine of '87'. FC Barcelona
signed him on the back of a
napkin at the age of 12.

»

Under-17 football team?

<« Recognise this former Argentinian footballer who is currently the coach of the Argentina

previous day's daily quiz: 1. Shigeru

the protagonist. Ans: Mario
2. Name the video game whose title

Ans: Tetris

and speakers. Ans: Game boy

Questions (abridged) and Answers to the

Miyamoto, the creator of this video game,
named the protagonist character after the
landlord of Ninetendo's warehouse. Name

references the term used in the U.S. for
motor vehicle theft. Ans: Grand Theft Auto  on Tasmianian mammals and picked this animal,
3. Name the video game created by Alexey
Pajitnov which is a portmanteau of a word
meaning ‘four’ and his favourite sport tennis. Identify the character. Ans: Crash Bandicoot

4. Name the console released by Nintendoin
April 1989, with a built-in screen, controls

5. Name the arcade fighting game that is

Please send in your answers to the dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

popular for its finishing moves called 'Fatalities".
Ans: Mortal Kombat

6. Toru lwatani is a Guinness World Record
holder for developing a game that has the most
"coin-operated arcade machines” installed
worldwide. Name the video game. Ans:
Pacman

7. The creators of this game purchased a book

naming the character after its species and the
visceral reaction to its destruction of boxes.

Visual: Released in 1989, this city-building
simulation video game is also known as
‘Micropolis'. Identify the game. Ans: Simcity
Early Birds: Anjan Banerjee | Thejasanuo Vich |
Adasho Krasi | K.N. Viswanathan

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know Your
English

“Good morning, sir.”

“Good morning.”

“What’s the difference between ‘defensi-
ble’ and ‘defensive’, sir?”

“That which can be defended is ‘defensi-
ble’

I am afraid it is not a defensible position.

His stand is not defensible.

What is not defensible is ‘indefensible.

His behaviour at the meeting is indefensi-
ble.

Defensive means ‘intended or serving to
defend’

A defensive weapon.

A defensive position.

The opposite of ‘defensive’ is ‘offensive.
Whether a weapon is defensive or offensive
depends on whether you are behind the wea-
pon or before it.”

“What are the other ways of saying ‘I am
keen to see him, sir?”

“I am eager to see him.

I am longing to see him.

I am dying to see him.

I am anxious to see him.

You can use any of these. What you choose
will depend on the intensity of your desire to
see him.”

“He aims at becoming a teacher. He aims to
become a teacher — which is correct, sir?”

“Both are correct In British English, only
‘aim at” was used till recently. ‘Aim to’, which
is American, has influenced British English.
Now you find both ‘aim at’ and ‘aim to’ in
British English.

He is aiming at becoming a pilot.

He aims to be a pilot.

He aims at being a politician.

He aims to be a politician.

He aims to go to the top.

He aims at going to the top.

Fowler’s Modem English Usage revised by
Cowers (1965) says: ‘Until recently it was pos-
sible to say with confidence that in Britain
this verb in the metaphorical sense of ‘pur-
pose’ or ‘design’ or ‘endeavour’ was idiomat-
ically followed by at with the gerund, not by
to with the infinitive... But the analogy of pur-
pose, try, intend, which take the infinitive
reinforced by the general use of that con-
struction with aim in American, is proving
too strong...”

“What is the meaning of ‘turn back’, ‘turn
round’ and ‘return back’, sir?”

“You return or come back. But don’t say ‘I
returned back.’ ‘Return’ means ‘to come
back’. Suppose you are standing at a bus stop,
I come behind you and call you. You turn
round to see who it was that called you. You
stay in the same place but you look in the op-
posite direction.

He turned round when I called him. He
was examining the map on the wall. He
turned round when he heard some noise.

You leave your home for office. After walk-
ing about 100 yards, you remember that you
have left your office keys at home. You turn
back to collect the keys. When you ‘turn
back, you turn and go back along the way
you came earlier. You retrace your steps. You
walk back the way you came. I hope I have
made myself clear.

Let’s stop here. Goodbye.”

“Thank you, sir. Goodbye.”

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Text & Context'
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Shinde claims support
of ‘national party’

The video released by Mr.
Shinde’s aides on Thursday
evening shows him address-
ing the rebel MLAs, and
claiming the support of a
“national party”. He is seen
saying: “No matter what
happens, we will win. As
you said, that is a national
party, a superpower. Pakis-
tan..you know  what
happened.”

“They have told me, that
the decision taken by us is
historic. You have all the
strength of ours. If you need
anything, we will not let you
down. This will be expe-
rienced whenever we will
need any help,” Mr. Shinde
says. Minutes later, Mr. Pa-
war held a press conference
at which he read out the
names of national parties in
the country, and asked
which entity other than the
BJP could be behind this.
“The Maharashtra Assembly
is where [the State] govern-
ment’s majority will be de-
cided after a floor test and
not Guwahati [where the re-

bel group is camping]. I
have seen such a condition
many times before, and my
assessment is that the go-
vernment will prove majori-
ty. I do not think that the As-
sam BJP or local leaders
would be able to come to
guide them [the rebel MLAs]
for this,” he said.

This is the first time in
three days that Mr. Pawar
has held a press conference
on the political crisis in
Maharashtra. Earlier, he
held a meeting of NCP lead-
ers, where the party decid-
ed to stand firmly with Mr.
Thackeray. Mr. Shinde’s
group has claimed the sup-
port of 46 MLAs, out of
which 37 are Sena MLAs and
nine are Independents.

When pointed out that
the rebel MLAs’ grievances
spanned from issues such as
commitment to Hindutva to
the allocation of funds, Mr.
Pawar scoffed: “We have
been in power for two-and-
a-half-years. Where was this
Hindutva issue then?”

BRICS supports dialogue
between Russia, Ukraine

“We support talks between
Russia and Ukraine. We
have also discussed our con-
cerns over the humanitarian
situation in and around Uk-
raine and expressed our
support to efforts of the UN
Secretary-General, UN
Agencies and ICRC to pro-
vide humanitarian assis-
tance in accordance with
the basic principles of hu-
manity, neutrality and im-
partiality,” the BRICS decla-
ration said.

While discussing terro-
rism and terror coopera-
tion, the BRICS countries
said that only the UN Secur-
ity council has the authority
for imposing sanctions.

While Mr. Modi has held
no direct bilateral talks with
Chinese President Xi since
the PLA transgressions in
April 2020, India and China
have together attended sev-
eral multilateral meetings of
the BRICS, SCO and G-20.
The PM also made no men-
tion of cooperation against
terrorism in his opening re-
marks, which is significant
given China’s decision to
block an India-U.S. proposal
to designate LeT deputy
chief Abdul Makki at the UN

Security Council last week.

This was the first such
meeting of the leaders since
the invasion of Ukraine on
February 24, and comes just
days ahead of the G-7 sum-
mit in Germany, which Mr.
Modi and South African Pre-
sident Ramaphosa will at-
tend, where western coun-
tries are expected to
deliberate on tighter sanc-
tions against Russia.

In his remarks, Mr. Putin
made a veiled attack on the
U.S. and European coun-
tries for “using financial me-
chanisms”, and to “shift
their own mistakes” in eco-
nomic policies to the rest of
the world. “Only on the ba-
sis of honest and mutually
beneficial cooperation can
we look for ways out of this
crisis situation, which deve-
loped in the global econo-
my,” he said.

Mr. Xi said that the BRICS
grouping of emerging eco-
nomies should encourage
“true multilateralism” in the
world and “urge the world
to reject the Cold War men-
tality and bloc confronta-
tion, oppose unilateral sanc-
tions and abuse of
sanctions.”

Key AIADMK meeting
held amid chaos

In an unprecedented act,
deputy coordinator K.P. Mu-
nusamy and steering com-
mittee member C. Ve. Shan-
mugam, both supporters of
Mr. Palaniswami, declared
that all 23 resolutions on the
agenda were summarily “re-
jected” by the general coun-
cil, to thunderous applause.

The meeting lasted about
45 minutes and Tamilmagan
Hussain, who was elevated
from interim presidium
chairman to permanent pre-
sidium chairman at the
meeting, announced that
the general council would
meet again at the same ve-
nue at 9.30 a.m. on July 11,
when it would discuss the
demand for “unitary leader-
ship” (after overcoming le-
gal hurdles).

Mr. Shanmugam, a form-
er Law Minister, submitted a
memorandum — which he
said was signed by 2,190
general council members —
to Mr. Hussain, with a re-
quest that the need for a sin-
gle leader be discussed at
the next general council
meet. He added the party
had suffered setbacks (in the
elections) due to dual lea-
dership. Also, the party was
unable to counter the ruling
DMK’s politics. Due to this,
the party cadre, functionar-
ies and public were disap-
pointed and shocked. Dual
leadership was confusing
and contradictory, leading
to fatigue in the party, Mr.
Shanmugam said.

For the party to survive
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long as envisioned by the
late former Chief Ministers
M.G. Ramachandran and
Amma (Jayalalithaa), it
needed a brave leader with
clear thinking, he said. The-
refore, the next general
council should deliberate on
removing dual leadership
and resolve to work under a
single leader, Mr. Shanmu-
gam said, urging Mr. Hus-
sain to fix the date for the
next meeting of the general
council.

According to sources, the
“rejected” resolutions per-
tained to seeking ratification
of the council for the organ-
isational polls, including the
election of Mr. Panneersel-
vam and Mr. Palaniswami in
2021 to the posts of coordi-
nator and co-coordinator,
respectively, apart from
praising the Central govern-
ment for its people welfare
measures.

It was a show of strength
for Mr. Palaniswami’s lea-
dership on Thursday. All the
roads leading to the venue
and a majority of the coun-
cil were full of his suppor-
ters. The mantle could not
be passed though, due to
the High Court order.

Mr. Panneerselvam, who
had moved the High Court
against any amendment to
usher in unitary leadership,
was not welcomed at the
meeting at all.

There were shouts of
“don’t come” when he en-
tered.

»

China’s Foreign Minister meets Indian envoy, highlights Jaishankar’s ‘disapproval’ of European criticism on Ukraine

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

China’s Foreign Minister
Wang Yi on Wednesday held
talks with India’s envoy in
Beijing, Pradeep Kumar Ra-
wat, with both sides ex-
changing views on the boun-
dary situation and broader
bilateral ties.

The meeting, which was
Mr. Rawat’s first with the Chi-
nese Foreign Minister since
his arrival in Beijing in
March, came ahead of Thurs-
day’s BRICS leaders’ summit.
Mr. Wang pointedly referred
to External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar’s remarks earlier
this month, during a security
conference in Slovakia, that
“Europe has to grow out of
the mindset that Europe’s
problems are the world’s

problems but the world’s
problems are not Europe’s
problems.”

Mr. Jaishankar said India
was “perfectly capable of
managing” the border situa-
tion with China and rejected
Western attempts to draw a
connection between Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, which
India has been urged to con-
demn, and the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) crisis with
China.

China-India relations

Mr. Wang said, “Recently, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Sub-
rahmanyam Jaishankar pu-
blicly expressed his
disapproval of European
centralism and objections to
external forces meddling in
China-India relations. That

Diplomatic ties: Indian Ambassador to China Pradeep Kumar

Rawat meets China Foreign Minister Wang Yi. =i

reflects India’s tradition of
independence.”

He added that “common
interests between China and
India far outweigh the diffe-
rences”, and called upon

both sides to “work in the
same direction to maintain
the warming momentum in
China-India relations and
bring them back to the track
of stable and sound develop-

ment at an early date.”

Both sides, however,
framed the border situation
differently. Mr. Rawat, the In-
dian Embassy in Beijing said,
“emphasised the criticality
of maintenance of peace and
tranquillity in the border
areas for realising the full po-
tential” of relations.

‘Positive energy’

Outlining a “four-pronged
perseverance”, Mr. Wang
called upon both sides to
“persevere in putting the
boundary issue in an appro-
priate place in bilateral rela-
tions” as well as “persevere
in the important strategic
consensus reached by the
leaders of the two countries
that China and India are
partners rather than rival-

India reopens Embassy in Kabul, sends aid

First consignment of relief for people in earthquake-affected areas sent on an Air Force aircraft

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI
In a major step towards re-
establishing its presence in
Afghanistan, India sent a
“technical team” of officials
to be based in Kabul and reo-
pened its Embassy on Thurs-
day. India also sent its first
consignment of earthquake
relief assistance to Afghanis-
tan, where more than 1,000
Afghans have been killed in
an earthquake outside the ci-
ty of Khost. The External Af-
fairs Ministry said the assis-
tance was handed over by
the Indian team that tra-
velled aboard an Indian Air
Force Ilyushin-76 aircraft, in
the first such military, non-
commercial transportation
since last year.

The move to reopen the

T

For hu_manity: Indian officials in Kabul handing over relief
materials to Afghans on Thursday. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

embassy, 10 months after the
government shut it down,
marks a reversal of the go-
vernment’s policy on engag-
ing the Taliban, and comes a
few weeks after a team head-
ed by senior MEA official J.P.
Singh travelled to Kabul to

meet with the Taliban-ap-
pointed acting Foreign Mi-
nister Amir Khan Mottaqi
and acting Interior Minister
Sirajuddin Haqqgani, and re-
ceived specific assurances
on security for the deploy-
ment. The Indian Embassy

Trade unions to join farmers
protest against Agnipath

They say the scheme is disastrous for country’s security

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The 10 Central trade unions
in the Opposition camp and
several independent secto-
ral federations and associa-
tions on Thursday decided
to support the ongoing agita-
tions against the Agnipath
scheme. They will join the
protests called by the Samy-
ukt Kisan Morcha on Friday.

The unions said they had
taken note of the wides-
pread anger and unrest of
youth and other sections
against the scheme. A joint
statement said the scheme
was “dubiously designed to
degenerate and casualise”
the quality of employment
in the armed forces through
fixed-term contract. They
said such a step was being ta-
ken without any pension or
any benefits such as post-re-
tirement medical aid and
other social security. “It has
dawned on those who had
appeared for military selec-
tion exams, on those who

ED questions
Trinamool
MP’s wife

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

The Enforcement Directo-
rate on Thursday ques-
tioned Rujira Banerjee,
wife of Trinamool Con-
gress general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee, in an
investigation linked to the
coal pilferage case.

Ms. Banerjee, with her
young son in her arms, ar-
rived at the ED office at
about 11 a.m. and left after
six hours at about 5.20 pm.
The coal pilferage scam in-
volves illegal mining at lea-
sehold mines of the East-
ern Coalfields near Asansol
in West Bengal. The Trina-
mool Congress termed the
questioning a “political
witch-hunt” at the behest
of the BJP.

: B T ey el s
The motorcycles burnt at the Secunderabad railway station

during protests against the Agnipath scheme. =naGARA GopAL

are looking for stable em-
ployment. Such a dubiously
designed scheme severely
degenerating quality of em-
ployment in country’s
armed forces will be damag-
ing and disastrous for coun-
try’s security and combative
preparedness, besides dam-
pening the morale and de-
termination of our soldiers,”
the statement added.

The unions said that poli-
cies of the Centre over the
past eight years had put or-
dinary people in great
suffering.

“The result is an ever-wi-

dening gap between the rich
and the poor, unbearable
price rise, all-time high un-
employment and blatant
lawlessness by the govern-
ment itself using bulldozers
against suspects. Agnipath is
another step intended to
take the nation into an un-
certain future, with disas-
trous consequences. It gives
the lie to the oft-repeated
claim of the BJP of being ul-
tra-patriotic when they try
to do away with pension and
social security for those who
are to defend the borders of
our country,” they added.

will become the 15th mission
to be open in Kabul with staff
deployed there under the
Taliban regime, along with
Russia, China, Pakistan,
Iran, Turkey, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Indonesia, European
Union and four Central
Asian states.

“In order to closely moni-
tor and coordinate the ef-
forts of various stakeholders
for the effective delivery of
humanitarian assistance and
in continuation of our en-
gagement with the Afghan
people, an Indian technical
team has reached Kabul to-
day and has been deployed
in our Embassy there,” the
MEA said in an announce-
ment, citing India’s “histori-
cal and civilizational rela-
tionship with the Afghan

people” as the reason for the
decision.

According to the sources,
a reconstituted team, com-
prising security and engi-
neering personnel, has now
been sent to Kabul with the
purpose of setting up consu-
lar and visa arrangements,
the distribution of humani-
tarian assistance, as well as
to oversee the maintenance
and restart of various deve-

lopment projects Indian
companies had undertaken
in Afghanistan.

The opening of the em-
bassy is a step towards work-
ing more closely with the Ta-
liban regime, officials said,
particularly as India worries
about the impact of terrorist
groups, drug trade and mi-
gration on the region.

Shah wants to modernise
cooperative banks

‘It should give chance to youngsters’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Union Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday said
that cooperative banks
would not be given “second
grade” treatment, but they
should adopt modern and
transparent banking meth-
ods to stay in competition.
He said cooperatives should
give way to younger people
in management roles and
engage professionals to run
day-to-day affairs.

Mr. Shah further said that
he had personally known
the story of at least three in-
dustrialists in the country
who started their business
with a %5 lakh loan granted
by cooperative banks. “To-
day, the three industrialists
are the biggest contributors
to the country’s GDP,” Mr.
Shah said.

He said there were more
than 195 cooperative banks
that were more than 100
years old. Despite this, the
role of urban cooperative
banks was negligible in the
total banking sector in
terms of deposit and ad-

vance payment.

“There are 1,534 urban
cooperative banks, 54 sche-
duled urban cooperative
banks... but the develop-
ment is uneven. We need
symmetric development of
urban cooperative banks,”
Mr. Shah said, adding it will
help sustain competition.

Mr. Shah was addressing
the National Convention of
Scheduled and Multi-State
Urban Co-operative Banks
and Credit Societies organ-
ized by the Ministry of
Cooperation and National
Federation of Urban Coop-
erative Banks and Credit So-
cieties Limited (NAFCUB).

He said those who dismis-
sed cooperatives as “irrele-
vant” should look at the suc-
cess achieved by Amul,
Lijjat Papad and IFFCO.

Minister of State for coop-
eration B. L. Verma, Nation-
al Federation of Urban
Cooperative Banks and Cre-
dit Societies (NAFCUB) pre-
sident Jyotindra Mehta and
Cooperation Secretary Gya-
nesh Kumar were present at
the event.

“‘Dollar alternatives will be accepted

National currencies to play greater role for trade within BRICS, says Varma

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

Sentiment of the market will
be the ultimate test for a new
global reserve currency that
the BRICS member states are
considering as an ‘alterna-
tive’ to the American dollar,
said a leading expert of
BRICS affairs.

Addressing a meeting of
Indian and Russian experts
of international relations,
former Ambassador of India
to Russia D.B. Venkatesh Var-
ma said on Thursday that na-
tional currencies are likely to
play a greater role for trade
within BRICS, but it is ‘im-
practical’ to expect them to
lead up to ‘de-dollarisation’.

“BRICS is taking a very im-
portant initiative in looking
at alternatives, because the

-

D.B. VenI'<atesh Varma

need for alternatives is very
real. But the key issue is how
quickly and with what ac-
ceptance the alternatives
will be put in place in prac-
tice. Dollar has been domi-
nant for a very long time. But
particularly since February
of this year, there is a greater

realisation that over-depen-
dence on a single currency —
dollar as the global reserve
currency — is a factor of in-
creasing risk. But this risk
cannot be addressed over-
night,” said Mr. Varma in his
comments.

Mr. Varma hinted that the
fate of an alternative reserve
currency will be subjected to
the market forces that are
beyond the control of power-
ful governments.

“Whatever mechanism
the BRICS countries agree
upon has to be finally accept-
ed by the market, because
the key test is whether the
international market or the
national markets within the
BRICS countries accept this
mechanism. The govern-
ments and central banks

have an important role to
play. But each central bank
will assess each of these pro-
posals in terms of whether it
helps in risk management
and whether the markets
themselves will finally ac-
cept them.”

The idea of a new reserve
currency was presented by
President Vladimir Putin on
Wednesday. Following the
launch of the “special mili-
tary operation” against Uk-
raine on February 24, a se-
ries of western sanctions
were unleashed on Russia
that aimed at imposing a fi-
nancial cost upon Moscow.
This also adversely affected
other major economies like
India that have trade links
with Russia but were unable
to make payments in dollars.

s...persevere in continuously
injecting positive energy into
bilateral relations... [and]
persevere in expanding mul-
tilateral cooperation, joining
hands to revitalize Oriental
civilizations [and] coping
with the complicated world
together.”

The Indian Embassy quot-
ed Mr. Wang as saying the
Chinese side “attached im-
portance to the Indian side’s
concerns regarding return of
Indian students”, who have
been waiting two years to
resume their studies in Chi-
na.

Both also discussed re-
sumption of direct flights,
although students have not
yet been offered a timetable
of when they may be able to
return.

IN BRIEF

Ex-Punjab DGP Dinkar
Gupta is new NIA chief
NEW DELHI

The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
(ACC) appointed former
Punjab Director-General of
Police (DGP) Dinkar Gupta
the Director-General of the
NIA. The 1987-batch Indian
Police Service (IPS) officer of
the Punjab cadre was
removed as DGP and posted
to the Police Housing
Corporation after Charanjit
Singh Channi replaced
Amarinder Singh as Punjab's
Chief Minister in 2021.

Four tribal children
drown in a pit in Odisha
BHUBANESWAR

Four tribal children, three of
them girls, drowned in a
rainwater-filled pit at
Majhiguda village in Koraput
district of Odisha on
Thursday. The victims have
been identified as Purni
Hantal (6), Bimala Sukri (6),
Madhu Hantal (6) and Raila
Sukri (4). The accident took
place when these children
were playing on the roadside,
unmindful of the
waterlogging caused by
heavy rain in the past 48
hours. Two were killed on the
spot, while others died in a
hospital.

Bhim Awards given to

52 players in Haryana
CHANDIGARH

Haryana Governor Bandaru
Dattatraya on Thursday gave
away Bhim Awards to 52
sportspersons of Haryana for
their striking achievements in
various sports. Mr. Dattatraya
said that Haryana had made
an indelible mark in the field
of sports and owing to an
outstanding sports policy of
the State government, apart
from the international
standard of sports
infrastructure, the players of
Haryana had brought glory to
the country at international-
and national-level sports
events.

CJI to decide plea on
sacking jailed ministers
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said that a plea
seeking a direction to the
governments of Maharashtra
and Delhi to sack Ministers
Nawab Malik and Satyendar
Jain, who were arrested in
connection with separate
criminal cases and are in
judicial custody, would be
listed for hearing after it is
placed before the CJI. It was
mentioned for urgent listing
before a vacation Bench of
Justices C. T. Ravikumar and
Sudhanshu Dhulia. 11

Fencing work along
Myanmar border stopped
IMPHAL

Manipur Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh announced on
Thursday that the border
fencing work on the disputed
areas with Myanmar between
BP 80 and 81 had been
stopped with immediate
effect. He said, "I had a talk
with the Home Secretary on
the controversy of the border
fencing at disputed areas with
Myanmar. It was agreed that
the erection of the fencing in
these disputed areas will be
suspended. The Home Ministry
is sending an instruction to the
Manipur Chief Secretary".
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People across India have hailed

Murmu’s nomination, says PM

NDA Presidential nominee to file her papers today for July 18 election

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Droupadi Murmu, National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
nominee for the post of Pre-
sident, reached Delhi on
Thursday, a day prior to fil-
ing her nomination papers
for the July 18 election.

Ms. Murmu called on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who said that her
nomination for the post of
President “has been appre-
ciated across India by all sec-
tions of society. Her under-
standing of  grassroots
problems and vision for In-
dia’s development is out-
standing”.

Ms. Murmu met Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and
Home Minister Amit Shah.

The BJP’s 14-member
committee to oversee the
election of the NDA candi-
date met at the residence of
Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi in the
morning to tie up the loose
ends related to the filing of
the nomination papers. The
committee discussed the

Strong support: Narendra Modi with NDA's Presidential
candidate Droupadi Murmu in New Delhi on Thursday. =pi

campaign schedule of Ms.
Murmu and her tour of va-

rious States to secure
support.
‘Daughter of Odisha’

Odisha Chief Minister and Bi-
ju Janata Dal president Na-
veen Patnaik has supported
Ms. Murmu’s candidature,
calling her the “daughter of
Odisha” and appealing to all
members of the Odisha Le-
gislative Assembly across
party lines to support her.

On Thursday, Mr. Patnaik
asked two senior State Cabi-
net Ministers, Jagannath Sa-
raka and Tukuni Sahu, to
sign Ms. Murmu’s nomina-
tion papers as proposers.

According to the rules,
nomination to the polls for
the post of President re-
quires the signatures of 50
electors as proposers and se-
conders.

Sources in the govern-
ment told The Hindu that the
Chief Ministers of Meghalaya

Sonia to appear before ED in late July

She has been
advised to rest at
home, say sources

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has asked Congress
president Sonia Gandhi to
record her statement with
the agency sometime in late
July after it accepted her
plea to postpone her deposi-
tion in a money-laundering
case linked to the National

Herald newspaper, officials
said on June 23.

She was issued a second
summons for June 23 by the
agency but the 75-year-old
Congress leader could not
keep the date as she “has
been strictly advised to rest
at home following her hospi-
talisation on account of CO-
VID-19 and lung infection”.

Sources said the federal
agency has postponed her
questioning in the case for
about four weeks and she
has now been asked to de-

pose sometime in the last
week of July. Ms. Gandhi was
first issued the notice for an
appearance on June 8 but af-
ter she reported positive for
COVID-19, the summons for
June 23 was issued.

The Congress president
was on June 20 discharged
from a private hospital in
Delhi where she was admit-
ted for COVID-related com-
plications. She was admitted
to the hospital on June 12,
days after she tested positive
on June 2.

and Nagaland, Conrad Sang-
ma and Neiphiu Rio — whose
parties, the National Peo-
ple’s Party and the National
Democratic Progressive Par-
ty, respectively, are a part of
the NDA — will also be sign-
ing Ms. Murmu’s nomination
papers as proposers.

The Janata Dal(U), again
an NDA ally, will likely de-
pute its national president,
Rajiv Ranjan Singh ‘Lallan’,
and Lok Sabha members Di-
leshwar Kamait, Chandesh-
war Chandravanshi, Sunil
Kumar Pintu and Alok Ku-
mar Suman to sign as
proposers.

Five tribal MPs of the BJP
from Rajasthan have been
roped in as proposers.

Lok Jan Shakti Party presi-
dent Chirag Paswan has ex-
tended support to Ms. Mur-
mu. He tweeted: “It is a
matter of pride for us that
Droupadi Murmu Ji has been
nominated as the Presiden-
tial candidate by NDA.”

The result of the Presiden-
tial election will be an-
nounced on July 21.

Readly to discuss exit from MVA
but first come to Mumbai: Raut

MP’s remarks to rebel MLASs spark confusion among allies

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

Exhorting the rebel Shiv Se-
na MLAs led by Maharashtra
Minister Eknath Shinde to
return to Mumbai within 24
hours, Sena MP Sanjay Raut
on Thursday said if they
wished the party to exit the
tripartite ‘Maha Vikas Agha-
di’, it would certainly be
considered provided they
showed the courage to re-
turn to the capital and pre-

s

Chaos prevails: Sena MP Sanjay Raut, right, and other party
leaders at a press conference in Mumbai on Thursday. =pri

BJP wants
numbers for
polls: Cong.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Asserting that the Congress
party stands with the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) in
Maharashtra, Leader of the
Opposition (LoP) in the Ra-
jya Sabha, Mallikarjun
Kharge, on Thursday said
that the BJP was trying to
bring down the govern-
ment in the State with an
eye on the Presidential
polls.

“The BJP is trying to des-
tabilise the Maharashtra
government because they

sent their demand before
party chief and Chief Minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray.

Mr. Raut claimed that the
party was in touch with as
many as 22 MLAs who had
sided with Mr. Shinde, while
adding that if it came to a
floor test, the ruling coali-
tion of the MVA (comprising
the Nationalist Congress Par-
ty (NCP) and the Congress)
would win.

Mr. Raut held a press con-
ference in Mumbai along
with Sena MLAs Nitin Desh-
mukh and Kailash Patil, who
returned to Mumbai from
the rebel camp.

“Do not shoot letters or

communicate over mobile
phones and social media
platforms like WhatsApp
and Twitter sitting there in
Guwahati. You [rebel MLAs]
claim to be firm Shiv Sainiks.
If your stance is about Sena
leaving the MVA, then we
are ready to do so. But first
come to Mumbai within 24
hours,” said Mr. Raut.

Mr. Raut’s remark has not
gone down well with his al-
lies, the NCP and the Con-
gress, who have been back-

ing Mr. Thackeray and
speaking of saving the
government.

“He should have consult-
ed the MVA allies before

making such a statement,”
said senior NCP leader Chha-
gan Bhujbal.

Senior Congress leader
Prithviraj Chavan said it
wasn’t clear whether the Se-
na would go with the BJP if
they were ready to exit the
MVA as stated by Mr. Raut.
“While CM Uddhav Thacke-
ray hasn’t said anything of
the sort [exiting the MVA], is
it under some sort of pres-
sure that Sena leaders are
making such statements? I
do not think Mr. Thackeray
will take such a U-turn with-
in 24 hours. Finally, it is their
internal matter,” Mr. Chavan
said.

MLASs in Guwahati for temple fair: Sonowal

Three more Sena
MLAS reach city
early on Thursday

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The dissident MLAs from
Maharashtra timed their visit
to Guwahati with Ambuba-
chi — the five-day fair at the
Kamakhya Temple to mark
the annual menstruation cy-
cle of the presiding goddess,
according to AYUSH Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal.

LS bypolls a crucial test for AAP, SP

Elections held to 3 Lok Sabha and 7 Assembly seats in U.P., Punjab and Tripura

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

In a crucial test to the Samj-
wadi Party and the Aam Aad-
mi Party, byelections were
held to Azamgarh and Ram-
pur in Uttar Pradesh and
Sangrur in Punjab on Thurs-
day.

The results, which will be
declared on Sunday, will re-
veal if the Samajwadi Party,
despite its defeat in the As-
sembly election, can hold on
to its bastions. For the AAP,
the byelections, coming on
the heels of the murder of
Sidhu Moosewala which
drew allegations of a law-
and-order breakdown in
Punjab, will test whether the
popularity of the Bhagwant
Mann government can with-
stand the outrage.

The byelections in Uttar
Pradesh were necessitated
by the resignation of SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav and senior
leader Azam Khan after both
chose to retain the Assembly
seats they won in the recent
election.

The BJP is particularly

Cong. targets Modi govt. -
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A Reang tribal woman shows her finger marked with ink after
casting vote in North Tripura district on Thursday. =eti

hopeful of winning the Ram-
pur seat, considering it has
an equal number of Hindu
and Muslim voters. It has
fielded Ghanshyam Singh
Lodhi who recently joined
the party. Asim Raja, hand-
picked by Mr. Khan, is the SP
candidate. The Mayawati-led
BSP is not contesting the
seat.

In Azamgarh, it is a
straight contest between SP
president Akhilesh Yadav’s
cousin Dharmendra Yadav
and BJP candidate Dinesh

on freedom of speech

Veteran deletes tweet on Agnipath

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
targeted the Narendra Modi
government on the question
of freedom of speech over
the now deleted tweet by
Captain (retd.) Bana Singh
against the Agnipath re-
cruitment scheme.

Jairam Ramesh, All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
general secretary for com-
munication, tweeted: “The
fact that a Paramvir Chakra
awardee had to delete an
honest, heartfelt tweet
against the  Agnipath
scheme demonstrates that
in Modi’s India not only
Freedom of Speech, but
Freedom AFTER Speech is
also under peril!”

cM
K

Captain (retd.) Bana Singh

In the now deleted tweet,
Capt. Singh, recipient of the
highest military honour of
Param Vir Chakra, had said
“save the country” from the
Agnipath scheme as it
would badly damage the
youth.

The veteran subsequent-
ly withdrew his comments
and said he would now wait
for the scheme to unfold.

»

Lal Yadav “Nirhua”, a popu-
lar Bhojpuri actor-singer. Mr.
Akhilesh defeated Dinesh
Lal in the 2019 Lok Sabha
election by a handsome mar-
gin. All the four Assembly
segments — Azamgarh, Mub-
arakpur, Sagdi, Gopalpur
and Mehnagar — of this Lok
Sabha constituencies were
won by the SP in the recent

Assembly election.
Neither Mr. Akhilesh nor
his wife, Dimple, cam-

paigned this time, though
the party machinery was de-

ployed in both the consti-
tuencies. The party is confi-
dent of winning both the
seats.

The byelection in Sangrur
was called after Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann va-
cated the seat on winning
the Assembly polls. Mr.
Mann has held the seat
twice, winning in 2014 and
2019. The AAP government
has been on the backfoot
since Congress leader and
popular singer Sidhu Moose-
wala’s murder.

Polls were also held for se-
ven Assembly seats spread
across six States. In Tripura,
the elections were marred
by incidents of violence.

The Congress, CPI(M) and
the Trinamool Congress
have alleged that BJP cadres
unleashed  terror  and
planned assaults, booth jam-
ming and rigging to reduce
the election to a farce.

The BJP denied the allega-
tions, and said the polls are
taking place under the close
watch of the Election Com-
mission.

Punjab officials flayed for
seeking polling extension

EC seeks answers for last-minute letter

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
on Thursday expressed its
“displeasure” with Punjab
government officers for
seeking a last-minute exten-
sion to the polling hours for
the ongoing Sangrur Lok
Sabha byelection.

The EC sought explana-
tions from the Punjab Chief
Secretary and the Sangrur
Deputy Commissioner, who
is the Returning Officer, ac-
cording to a letter by the EC
to the Punjab Chief Electo-
ral Officer. The EC stated in
its letter that the Returning
Officer and subsequently
the Chief Secretary had
written to the poll body at
4.05 p.m. seeking an exten-

sion to the poll hours, while
the polling was originally
scheduled only till 6 p.m.
Meanwhile, Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann,
who had vacated the San-
grur seat in March after win-
ning the Punjab Assembly
polls, said in a tweet today
that the poll timing should
be extended for an hour as a
section of the voters were
busy working in their paddy
fields.

The EC said the Return-
ing Officer and Chief Secre-
tary’s letters amounted to
an “attempt of unduly inter-
fering in the election pro-
cess and influence certain
class of voters by conveying
them to expedite voting or
wait for a time extension.”

Mr. Sonowal, a former
Chief Minister, has been vis-
iting the flood-affected areas
of Assam.

“Lakhs of people have
been visiting Kamakhya dur-
ing Ambubachi, which start-
ed Wednesday (June 22), ev-
ery year. They include
ministers and MLAs from all
over India,” he said.

“The Maharashtra MLAs
have also come ahead of Am-
bubachi. One should not pol-
iticise their visit just for the
sake of it,” Mr. Sonowal said

after four more independent
Maharashtra MLAs reached
Guwahati on Wednesday
night.

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma also
found a divine link to the
huddle of the Maharashtra
MLAs in a luxury hotel in
Guwabhati.

“They have brought God-
dess Laxmi with them. It is
difficult for hotels to find
clients during floods in As-
sam and the MLAs from
Maharashtra are ensuring in-

come for the hotel,” he said.

The hotel where the Mah-
arahtra MLAs are staying has
virtually been turned into a
fortress.

Except for senior BJP lead-
ers and a few leading traders
and businessmen in Assam,
none have been allowed in
or out by the security forces
guarding the hotel.

Among those who were
escorted into the hotel were
three Shiv Sena MLAs who
reached Guwahati by flight
on Thursday morning.

want numbers for the Pre-
sidential elections,” Mr.
Kharge told reporters.

“I can directly say that
the Central government
and the BJP are interfering
to destabilise a stable go-
vernment. All these things
like shifting of MLAs to BJP-
ruled States like Gujarat
and Assam cannot happen
in a day’s time,” he noted.

Other States
may be next,
says Mamata

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Accusing the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) of trying to
topple the Maha Vikas Agh-
adi (MVA) government in
Maharashtra in an “unethi-
cal and unconstitutional”
manner, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Thursday said that the
BJP would target other
States next.

“What is happening in
Maharashtra is shocking.
There should be justice for
the electorate’s mandate.
After Maharashtra, they
will topple governments in
other States,” the Chief Mi-
nister told reporters.

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY. e-Tender Notice

Tender No: SE/PHC/KKD/04/2022-23. JJM PHASE II (2021-22)
- Augmentation of WSS to Kaniyambetta GP and providing FHTCs
(5132FHTC) in KANIYAMBETTA Panchayath in Wayanad District.
EMD : Rs. 500000. Tender fee : Rs. 15000+18% GST. Last Date
for submitting Tender: 18-07-2022 05:00:pm.

Phone: 04952371046 Superintending Engineer
Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in PH Circle
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in  kwa-1B-GL-6-404-2022-23 Kozhikode

DR. RAM MANOHAR LOHIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow-226010 (UP)

Ph:0522-4918510, Fax 0522-4918506 Website : www.drrmlims.ac.in

Ref. No. RMLIMS/MM(eq)/2022-23/1327 Dated: 23.06.2022
Tender Notice (2"d Time Offer)

On-line offers are invited through BOQ Based GeM bidding from
Manufacturer/ Bidders/Firms/Fabricators for the supply of one Cancer Detection
and Awareness Mobile Van with all medical & other equipments including furniture
& fixtures on turnkey basis. The offers submitted earlier for the same item by the
bidder against Gem Bid No.GEM/2022/B/2210369 dated 26-05-2022 will be treated
as cancelled.

The Vendors are required to submit their fresh offer on GeM portal only in two
bids systemi.e. technical & financial bid as per norms of GeM portal.

For detailed information like terms and conditions, specifications, Date of]
Submission and opening of bid etc., you may please visit the GeM portal. Details are
also available in our website www.drrmlims.ac.in forreferenceonly.  Director

ODISHAHYDRO POWER CORPORATION LTD.

'"“)c (A Government of Odisha Undertaking)
A Regd.Office: ODISHA STATE POLICE HOUSING & WELFARE CORPORATION BUILDING
=

VANIVIHAR CHOUK, JANPATH, BHOINAGAR, BHUBANESWAR - 751022
Tel: 91 -0674-2542983, 2542802, 2545526, Fax-2542102, e-mail - ohpc.co@gmail.com
CIN : U401010R1995SGC003963
No.OHPC:OHPC:TECH:C&P:04/2022-23/ 4072 Dated : 22.06.2022

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sealed Tenders are invited in two parts i.e. (i) Techno Commercial Bid & (ii) Price Bid
in separate sealed envelopes from the Registered Manufacturers only having valid
GST Registration Certificate & IT PAN for supply of the following :

TCN Description of Services Cost of Tender Paper EMD
NO. (Non-refundable in
Rs.)
OHPC/ Design, Manufacturing, Supply 11,800/- Bid Security
co/c&p/ | including Supervision of Installation, (10,000 + Declaration
05/ Testing& Commissioning of 01 no of GST @18%) Form duly
2022-23 11/235 KV, 63 MVA Generator signed by
Transformer for Rengali Hydro Electric the bidder in
Project, Rengali lieu of EMD

For details of the tender documents, terms and conditions please visit /
refer our website www.ohpcltd.com from Dated 30.06.2022.
CAD-900: C & P Head

OIPR-04012/11/0007/2223

REBUILD KERALA INITIATIVE (RKIl)

Planning & Economic Affairs (RKI) Department, Government of Kerala
1A, CALSAR Heather Tower, Near Government S b am-695001.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (Eol)/PRE-QUALIFICATION
No. RKI 1/30/2021-PLGEA Dated 23/06/2022
The KW has supported the State of Kerala through Climate Loan Kerala
Accompanying Measure (AM) Grants. The RKl invites Eol for the following
services under the Grants.

iat, Thir

Sl. Tender Reference Tender Consulting Services for
No. No. Type
1. BMZ202070183/ | International | Capacity Development for
KFW508409 Competitive | Risk-informed and Effective
Bidding | Urban Planning and Policy
Formulation
2. BMZ202070183/ National Energy Efficient Water
KFW508056 Competitive Supply Schemes-
Bidding Energy Audit and Energy
Optimization for Kerala
Water Authority (KWA)

Details can be accessed at e-procurement portal:
https:/letenders.kerala.gov.in. Last date for submission of bids: 27/07/2022,
6:00 PM IST. For general information, please contact: Ph.0471-2332744/2333744.
Email: rkisecretariat@gmail.com, rkisecretariat@kerala.gov.in

Sd/- Chief Executive Officer, RKI

Office of the Executive Engineer, Govindarajanagara Division,
2nd Floor, Shakthi Soudha, 13th Cross Road, 4th B Main Road,
M.C. Layout, Vijayanagara, Bengaluru - 560040.

ﬁ BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

No: EE(GRN)/TN/GL-07/2022-23 Date: 22-06-2022

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Two Cover System) (Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only)

Tenders on item rate basis are invited by the Executive
Engineer, Govindarajanagara Division for the works detailed
below from the registered Contractors of BBMP or equivalent
registration with CPWD / KPWD / Railways / MES or any
State Government Organizations.

(Standard Tender Document - KW-3)

EMD Amount

S| Name of the Work Bl (inRs)

Nc;. (Rs. in Lakhs)

. Rajasthan Skill and Livelil_loods Development Corporation
TSI BT TF 3

(A Government of Rajasthan Enterprise)

Notice Inviting Request for Proposal
RFP No: RFP No: RSLDC/Sankalp/RFP-Tracer Study/2021-22/2470-74 Date-17/06/2022
Managing Director, Rajasthan Skill & Livelihoods Development Corporation
(RSLDC) Dept. of Skill, Govt. of Rajasthan, invites proposals (Single Bid Two
Envelope System) from reputed and experienced Agencies for conducting a tracer
studyon -
‘Skill Impact, Skill development programs (ongoin
of youths in Rajasthan’
Kindly note that the selection of agencies under this RFP will not guarantee
allocation of work and RSLDC will assume no liability or cost towards it. RSLDC makes
no commitments, express or implied, that this process will result in a business
transaction between anyone.
Bid Document Fee and Bid Processing Fee: All Applicants have to pay a non-
refundable Bid Document Fee of Rs. 5,000/- (Rupees Five Thousands only) payable to
RSLDC and Bid Processing Fee of Rs. 1,180.00 (including GST) (One Thousand One
Hundred Eighty only) payable to through DD in favor of MD, RISL, GoR.
Earnest Money Deposit: 2%
The Proposal has to be submitted through online mode on
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and can be searched by clicking the tab ‘Bid Free
View’ on home page of above website and then going to Live Bid/ Hot Bid by
searching department name as ‘RSLDC’.
The Proposal has to be submitted in online mode containing following cover stage-
A) Technical Bid Open Stage
B) Cost Bid Open Stage
The application procedure, eligibility criteria, evaluation methodology, terms and
conditions and the scope of work are detailed in this RFP which can be seen or
downloaded from the “e-Procurement Portal https:/ /www.eproc. rajasthan.gov.in
and departmental website: http://livelihoods.rajasthan.gov.in The RFP will be
available to download from the above website from 18 June 2022 (10:00 AM). The last
date for uploading of proposal/bid will be 04.07.2022 up to 03:00 PM. Technical bid will
be opened on 05.07.2022 at 03:00 PM. The evaluation of bids will be under LCBS
system. Please refer RFP document for complete details.
The undersigned reserves the right to issue addendum/corrigendum/modification
or to amend any or all conditions of this RFP Document or to accept or reject any or all
proposal(s) or to cancel the whole of this RFP at any stage without assigning any
reason thereof and no bidder shall have any cause of action or claim against the
undersigned or RSLDC for the same.
UBN No. : SLD2223SLOB00011

& Tracking of Placement

Improvements of Drains & Asphalting
1 |to Cross Roads and Main Roads in
Ward No. 103, Kaveripura.

100.00 | 200000.00

Improvements of Drains and Roads
2 |in Adharsha Nagara and Surrounding
Areas in Ward No. 127, Mudalapalya.

100.00 | 200000.00

Improvements of Roads and CC
Drains at Byraveshwaranagara and
Surrounding Areas in Ward No. 127,
Mudalapalya.

100.00 | 200000.00

Improvements of Drains at
4 |Byraveshwaranagara in Ward No.
127, Mudalapalya.

100.00 | 200000.00

Improvements and Renovation of
Govt. Primary School Building in
Byraveshwaranagara in Ward No.
127, Mudalapalya.

100.00 | 200000.00

Improvements to BBMP Primary
6 | School and High School in Ward No.
127, Mudalapalya.

100.00 | 200000.00

Raj.Samwad/C/22/3877 Managing Director

Calendar of Events: 1) The tender document can be
downloaded from the GOK e-Procurement Website:
https://leproc.karnataka.gov.in 2) Last Date for Receipt of
Queries: 29-06-2022 upto 15.00 Hrs. 3) Date of Pre Bid Meeting
on 30-06-2022 at 15.30 Hrs. at the Office of Executive
Engineer (Govindarajanagara Division). 4) Last Date for
Uploading the Filled Proposals is 05-07-2022 upto 16.00 Hrs.
5) Date of Opening of Technical Proposals is 06-07-2022 after

16.30 Hrs. Further details can be had from the above office.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, Govindarajanagara Division, BBMP.

PAY DEVELOPMENT CHARGES, HELP TO DEVELOP BENGALURU
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‘Silchar town cut off for a week

2.8 lakh people marooned; situation worsened after several dykes breached

Minister calls
for testing,
surveillance

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Following an upsurge in
COVID-19 cases in some
States, Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
chaired a meeting with key
experts and officials on
Thursday to review the
situation.

The Minister yet again
stressed the need to focus
on districts reporting high
case positivity and under-
take adequate testing (with
higher proportion of RT-
PCR) and effective CO-
VID-19 surveillance to as-
sess and control the spread
of infection in a timely
manner.

Dr. Mandaviya directed
the officials to continue to
focus on surveillance and
on whole genome sequenc-
ing (WGS) to scan for any
possible mutation. The
State governments have
been instructed to monitor
hospitalisations due to CO-
VID-19 and severe acute

respiratory infection/in-
fluenza-like illness
(SARI/ILI).

The Minister said “there
should be no vaccine was-
tage, while focusing on ac-
celerating vaccination
among the eligible and vul-
nerable groups”.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Ajay K. Sood, Princi-
pal Scientific Adviser; Bal-
ram Bhargava,
Director-General, Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search; Vaidya Rajesh Kote-
cha, Secretary, AYUSH,
and others.

RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI

Floodwaters have refused to
drain out of Silchar, a south-
ern Assam town, where
about 2.8 lakh people have
been marooned for almost a
week.

The headquarters of Ca-
char district, Silchar is about
310 km southeast of Guwa-
hati.

“Among the 2.8 lakh af-
fected people are our offic-
ers, staff, grocers, labourers
and drivers. This has affect-
ed the relief service delivery
and we have not been able to
go to areas such as NH Road,
Sharatpally and Das Colony,
where the [water] current is
still strong,” Cachar’s Deputy
Commissioner, Keerthi Jalli,
said after Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma made an
aerial survey of the flood-hit
district.

“Despite the odds, we
have been able to distribute
40,000 litres of water,
24,000 milk cans and
10,000 quintals of rice with
dal and oil to the people in
the district,” she added.

“All the police stations
and police lines in Silchar
are under water. But that has
not stopped our personnel
from joining six teams of
NDRF [National Disaster Res-
ponse Force] in rescue oper-
ations. Four NDRF teams
had to be brought from Od-
isha because the scale of op-
erations has increased,” Ca-
char’s Superintendent of
Police, Ramandeep Kaur
Dhillon told The Hindu on
Thursday.

Escape plan: About 40,000 litres of water, 24,000 milk cans and 10,000 quintals of rice have
been distributed by the police to the people in Cachar district. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

Incessant heavy rainfall in
the upstream of the Barak
river — it originates in Mani-
pur and flows into Bangla-
desh as the Surma — has
made it flow above the pre-
vious highest level of 21.84
metres recorded in 1989.
Near Lakhipur town up-
stream, the river rose 2.6
metres above the danger le-
vel of 23.88 metres a few
days ago.

The situation worsened
due to breaches in a series of
dykes. But the main damage
was done by some people of
Mahisar Beel, about 4 km
from Silchar, who cut a wide
passage through the Bethu-
kandi embankment a month
ago to drain out the floodwa-
ters.

The water had then ac-

Group wants new order on

MGNREGA workers revoked

Rule mandates recording attendance on a mobile app

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

The Union Rural Develop-
ment Ministry must with-
draw its order to discontinue
manual attendance for Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) work
sites with more than 20
workers and use a mobile
phone-based application,
National Mobile Monitoring
Software (NMMS), for re-
cording attendance, the Peo-
ples Action For Employment
Guarantee (PAEG), a group
of academics and activists
working in the field, says.

The PAEG, in a recent let-
ter to Secretary, Rural Deve-
lopment, N.N. Sinha, said
that the Ministry’s May 13 or-
der is in violation of the
NREGA law and also flagged
a series of technical and so-
ciological issues with the
app.

Section 15 - Schedule 1
that lays down rules about
the muster rolls — clearly
says that the muster roll
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The app wants MGNREGA
workers to upload two
time-stamped photos daily.

must be accessible to the
workers on demand all days
during all working hours. If
the muster roll is available
only digitally, access will be
limited.

The app specifies that it is
mandatory for workers to
upload two time-stamped
photos within a pre-deter-
mined time window de-
signed by the app.

“This is in direct contra-
vention of Section 3 of the
Act which clearly states that
workers are entitled to their
wages on the basis of work

completed by them that is
on a piece rate basis,” the let-
ter states.

The app discourages wo-
men from being mates
which fundamentally under-
mines the Ministry’s own re-
peated push towards encou-
raging women workers as
NREGA mates.

“Having a smartphone is
now mandatory for mates to
record attendance on the
NMMS. However, many wo-
men from poorer house-
holds do not have access to
smartphones. Even amongst
families that have smart-
phones, it is an accepted
reality that women are the
last ones to access them as
per priority,” the letter says.

The app has been de-
signed completely in English
and there is no technical
help provided to redress
problems. In case of a glitch,
the workers who come to
sites are told to go back,
since attendance cannot be
registered. This, PAEG said,
is a violation of rights.

cumulated after overtopping
the embankment along the
Barak river.

Submerged transformers
Assam’s Transport Minister
Parimal Suklabaidya, who
represents the equally affect-
ed Dholai constituency near-
by, said many areas of Ca-
char district have been
without power and mobile
phone connectivity for at
least four days. “Some 4,000
transformers are under wa-
ter in the district,” he said.

“We are used to floods al-
most every year, but this is
perhaps the worst in de-
cades,” local resident Ani-
ruddha Laskar said.

On June 20, Dipayan
Chakraborty, MLA, sent an
SOS to the Northeast Fron-

Pets will have to wait for COV

tier Railway (NFR) to set up
relief camps on the high plat-
forms of the railway station
in the town, the nerve centre
of the landlocked Bengali-
dominated Barak Valley.

Without any trains to op-
erate since mid-May, when
the arterial track through the
adjoining hill district of Di-
ma Hasao was damaged ex-
tensively, the NFR obliged.
“Some 200 people have ta-
ken shelter on the platforms
since June 21, and more are
coming,” a Railway spokes-
person said on Thursday.

Railway authorities said
the pressure would ease in a
few days. About 80% of the
26.88 sq. km town remains
flooded, an improvement
though from the 95% a cou-
ple of days ago.

India is central to Australia’s
world view: Deputy PM Marles

‘China seeking to shape world in a way like never before’

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

Australia sees India as “com-
pletely central” to its “world
view”, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister for Defence
Richard Marles said here on
Thursday. Stating that China
was seeking to shape the
world around it in a way that
“we have not seen before”,
he said Australia and India
had a shared objective to try
and protect the global rules-
based order.

“For Australia, China is
our largest trading partner,
That’s the same for India.
For Australia, China is our
largest security anxiety and
so is for India,” Mr. Marles
said while talking to a select
group of journalists before
concluding his India visit.

Responding to questions
on China, he said it was seek-
ing to shape the world
around it in a way that we
have not seen before and
that has really evolved in the
past decade. “Especially in
the last few years, we have
seen a more assertive Chi-
nese behaviour with respect
to that,” he said stating it was
seen with India along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
and in the South China Sea
(SCS).

“We have seen that with
respect to the LAC, and the
incident that occurred a cou-
ple of years ago where there
was appalling behaviour
against Indian soldiers, and
we stand in solidarity with

Richard Marles

India in respect of that inci-
dent,” he said. “For us, we
are experiencing that in the
South China Sea.”

With India on LAC
Elaborating, he said when
Australia looked at what
happened at the LAC, it was
seeing one country seeking
to deal with its disputes not
against a set of rules but with
power and through force.
“That’s a concern,” he said.

In the SCS too, “we are
seeing greater assertiveness
on the part of China”, he
said pointing to the con-
struction of artificial islands
and assertion by China on
the sovereignty which he
said was inconsistent with
the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS). “When we look
at Chinese behaviour, what
we are seeing is an assertive
behaviour which seeks to
challenge the established
rules-based order,” Mr. Mar-
les said.

“That’s where Australia
and India have a shared ob-

jab

Vaccine technology ready but necessary approval needed to get it to end users

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

End-users will have to wait a
bit longer to get their hands
on the SARS-CoV-2 vaccine
for their pets with the Cen-
tral government still working
on issuing the necessary ap-
provals to introduce the vac-
cine in the Indian market.

Globally India is the third
to produce SARS-CoV-2 vac-
cine for animals. Besides use
in pets (cats/dogs) and zoo
animals in India, the vaccine
had export potential, said
Yash Pal, Director, ICAR-Na-
tional Research Centre on
Equines.

Union Minister of Agricul-
ture and Farmers’ Welfare
Narendra Singh Tomar ear-
lier this month launched the
animal vaccine and other
diagnostic kits developed by
the ICAR-National Research
Centre on Equines.

The Ancovax Vaccine is an
inactivated SARS-CoV-2 Del-
ta (COVID-19) vaccine for ani-
mals. The immunity induced
by Ancovax neutralises both
Delta and Omicron Variants
of SARS-CoV-2.

It is safe for dogs, lions, le-

Last in line: The immunity induced by Ancovax Vaccine for
pets neutralises both Delta and Omicron variants. =fiLe pHoOTO

opards, mice and rabbits.

SARS-CoV-2 infects lions/
leopards/tigers/cats/dogs in
order of disease severity.
Currently the disease does
not seem to be lethal in dogs,
despite high prevalence (-40
%) of antibodies (subclinical
infection).

Z00, wild animals

Also based on the mortality
of lions/leopards/tigers in In-
dia and the rest of the world,
the vaccine can be used to
provide protection against
SARS-CoV-2 in zoo/wild ani-
mals. The vaccine technolo-
gy is ready, but necessary ap-

proval would be required to
make the vaccine reach the
end users.

“The technology would
be commercialised to scale it
up,” Dr. Pal said. He added
that as a research organisa-
tion they could only produce
about 1,000 doses.

Speaking about the vac-
cine, Dr. Pal said that his
team started working on the
vaccine in the beginning of
the first wave of COVID-19 in
India because immediately
after the emergence of the
pandemic in humans, there
were reports of COVID-19
like illness in cats in the U.S.

and European countries.

He added that getting reg-
ulatory approvals (institute
ethics committee, biosafety
committee, animal ethics
committee etc) took over a
year to start the work. By the
time regulatory approvals
came, the second wave of
COVID-19 in humans was in
progress.

“During the second wave
Delta variant of SARS-CoV-2
(COVID-19) which was identi-
cal to human SARS-CoV-2,
was shown to be associated
with the death of lions in
Chennai zoo. Therefore it
was decided to use the Delta
variant to prepare the vac-
cine,” explained Dr. Navee
Kumar, principal scientist
(team leader).

Meanwhile, the Centre
has also launched a diagnos-
tic kit — CAN-CoV-2 ELISA —
which is a sensitive and spec-
ific nucleocapsid protein
based indirect ELISA Kit for
antibody detection against
SARS-CoV-2 in canines. “The
kit is made in India and a pa-
tent has been filed for the
same,” the Central govern-
ment said.

jective of establishing that
global rules-based order,” he
said.

Talking of shared values
between India and Australia,
the Deputy PM said both
were democracies, had rule
of law applicable within
their countries, and were
seeking to build and respect
a global rules-based order
that was fundamentally im-
portant. We also share geog-
raphy and Australia is an In-
dian Ocean country, he said.
“In that respect all roads
lead to India.”

Defence and security
cooperation between the
two countries had seen a sig-
nificant expansion in recent
years. On this, Mr. Marles
said they wanted to see grea-
ter frequency of activity in
operations and exercises
and also “greater frequency
and complexity” to increase
interoperability.

He said the Indian Air
Force would take part in Ex-
ercise Pitch Black to be host-
ed by Australia in August.

Talking of the Quad, the
Deputy PM said it was not a
security alliance, and de-
fence and security was not
part of it. Similarly, the AU-
KUS trilateral initiative was
not a security alliance. “It is
technology sharing between
Australia, the U.S. and the
UK,” he said. On the war in
Ukraine, Mr. Marles reiterat-
ed that the position India
took on Ukraine was a mat-
ter for India.

Plea to change
call sign VT on
Indian aircraft

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A petition moved before
the Delhi High Court on
Thursday sought a direc-
tion to the Centre to
change the call sign ‘VT’ of
Indian  aircraft which
stands for ‘Victorian Terri-
tory’ or ‘Viceroy Territo-
ry’, a legacy of British Raj.

Advocate Ashwini Ku-
mar Upadhya, in his plea,
said the prefix ‘VT’ is the
nationality code that each
aircraft registered in India
is required to carry. The
code is generally seen just
before the rear exit door
and above the windows.
Mr. Upadhyay said all the
domestic airlines have the
prefix ‘VT’, which is fol-
lowed by unique alphabets
that define the aircraft and
who it belongs to. It said
Britain set the prefix ‘VT’
for all the colonies in 1929.
While countries such as
China, Pakistan, Nepal and
Sri Lanka changed their
call signs after indepen-
dence, the prefix has re-
mained on Indian aircraft
even after 93 years.
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(set by Gussalufz)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10
1 12
13
14 15 16 17
18
19 20 21
22
23 24 25 26
27
28 29
30 31
Across

1 One wanting grass after retirement (over a title) (7)

5 Student overwhelmed by exceptionally subtle points (7)

9 Loud, posh lawyer's concluding as loudly as possible (4-5)

10 Opportunity (bar night for a start!) for wife when husband is late

(5

11 Cold food eaten while throwing a tantrum (10)
12 Thakur Durgapratap's source for biryani and korma (4)

To solve this puzzle online,
get across to our crossword site
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn
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14 Tornado twisting across Florida's western tip like a pendulum

(2-3-3)

16 Akram sprints, occasionally showing this body part (6)
19 Fix decoration on a wall while singing (6)
20 Rebellious Tea Party rules after loss of Liberal trust in 2016,

perhaps (4,4)

23 Can judge deduct a little bit from bond money? (4)
25 Ship packed with the best medicine and creams? (10)

28 Hundred grand gets a vehicle (5)

29 Like the government in 1984, spin today's development (9)
30 Mass of half of seed grain divided by five (7)
31 A good man caught in extraordinarily messy procedures (7)

Down

1 Budget shortfall is nearly certain as Norway turns to carbon (7)
2 What an autobiography might reveal about its author's life,

mega-dramatically (4-5)
3 Out of control boy in charge (5)

4 Take back what was lost, perhaps, as robber is out (8)

5 Courage to abandon love for a war (6)

6 Enclosure rolling within garden walls? (4)

7 Senior England opener, frequently dropped (5)

8 Plastic studs that grip a wicket (some help for a bowler in a

rain-affected match) (7)
13 Deceive and split up (4)

15 English extremists in extremely dire confusion (4)
17 Explain in advance — king is into deep frying, OK? (9)
18 English queen wearing tops (inherited stuff) (8)

19 As if Taj cooked Mexican food! (7)

21 Isn't happy about citizens without papers (7)
22 Man with sloppily glued makeshift solution (6)
24 Private hotel suite & chauffeur, finally! (5)

26 Essentially the aroma of old Bob's feet (5)

27 Charge one for transport (4)
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God’s helping hand

True knowledge is the jnana by which the soul tries to over-
come the primordial ignorance that is the cause for the end-
less cycle of birth, says Tiruvalluvar with his characteristic
brevity. In this Kural, he has condensed the highest philo-
sophical thought in simple terms. Saivism has systematised
and explained the esoteric truths about the soul or life, uyir;
its eternal relationship with God, whose creation is this en-
tire prapancham; vinai, the good and bad effects of our acts;
ariyamai, ignorance, etc, pointed out Sri Nallur Sa Sarava-

nan in a discourse.

‘Uyir’ is the life that is born in a body. It then lives in it for
some time and then takes a new body. It thus travels through
various births, when the soul gets the chance to better its
own awareness of God. The uyir has to connect with God
who is the Eternal Truth. But it is covered with ajnana or ig-
norance that is held to be anadi or without a beginning. It is
made very clear that though ignorance is anadi, it can be
brought to an end with divine knowledge. God helps the jiva
to come out of ariyamai and endows it with spiritual aware-
ness. Though these truths are not apprehended by all, there
have lived men and women who have chosen to make them-
selves pure in heart and spirit and have lived a life of austere
practices. They have spoken of their direct knowledge and

closeness with God.

From Tirunavukkarasar’s hymns we understand that God
Himself becomes the thavam or penance and His grace fos-
ters his spiritual growth at every step. God chooses His ways
to help every individual effort both from outside and inside.
Manikkavachagar says he attained the state of Siva Jnana by
his thavam. Thavam or ‘tapas’ helps one to attain purity of
thought, word and deed and experience His proximity.
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India promises Sri Lanka ‘fullest support

Colombo has sought a further $500 million from New Delhi to import fuel and is awaiting a response

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

India on Thursday assured
Sri Lanka of its “fullest sup-
port” to help the island tide
over its unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis while “consider-
ing further financial assis-
tance”, the Sri Lankan
President’s office said.

A delegation from New
Delhi led by Foreign Secre-
tary Vinay Kwatra, and in-
cluding Ajay Seth, Secretary,
Department of Economic Af-
fairs; V. Anantha Nageswa-
ran, Chief Economic Advis-
er; and Kartik Pande, Joint
Secretary to the Indian
Ocean Region Division at the
Ministry of External Affairs,
visited Colombo on
Thursday.

During the visit, spanning
barely half a day, the Indian
officials met President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa and Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremes-
inghe, and held discussions
on New Delhi’s ongoing as-
sistance, of over $3.5 billion
since January 2022, to the is-
land nation. Indian assis-
tance so far has been extend-
ed by way of currency

Staunch backing: The Indian delegation led by Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra meeting
Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on Thursday. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

swaps, loan deferments and
credit lines for essential
imports.

Colombo has sought a
further $500 million from
New Delhi to import fuel and
is awaiting a response, Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremes-
inghe recently told The Hin-
du in an interview.

IMF talks

The Sri Lankan government
is currently holding talks
with a visiting delegation of
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) , on a debt res-
tructure programme, but is

also urgently looking for
bridging finance to cope
with the acute shortages of
essentials that have left citi-
zens struggling.

“Sri Lanka has already re-
ceived essential food items,
fuel, medicine, and fertilizer
under the Indian credit line
facility... The Indian delega-
tion stated that the Govern-
ment of India and the politi-
cal authorities are
committed to provide conti-
nued support to Sri Lanka,”
President Gotabaya’s office
said in a statement.

“Both parties discussed

Afghans search for survivors in
rubble, day after massive quake

Villagers rush to bury the dead; toll could be at least 1,000

ASSOCIATED PRESS
GAYAN

Villagers rushed to bury the
dead Thursday and dug by
hand through the rubble of
their homes in search of sur-
vivors of a powerful earth-
quake in eastern Afghanis-
tan that killed at least 1,000
people the previous day.

The Taliban and the inter-
national community that
fled their takeover struggled
to bring help to the disaster’s
victims.

Under a leaden sky in Pak-
tika province, which was the
epicentre of Wednesday’s
magnitude 6 earthquake,
men dug a line of graves in
one village, as they tried to
lay the dead to rest quickly
in line with Muslim tradi-
tion. In one courtyard, bo-

Aftershock of hunger: Bags of bread brought by a Tallban
helicopter for victims in Gayan on Thursday. =RreuTers

dies lay wrapped in plastic to
protect them from the rains
that are hampering relief ef-
forts for the living.

The quake was Afghanis-
tan’s deadliest in two de-
cades, and, with the full ex-
tent of the destruction

Suu Kyi moved to
solitary conflnement

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
YANGON
Ousted Myanmar leader
Aung San Suu Kyi remained
in strong spirits after being
transferred from house ar-
rest to prison, a source with
knowledge of the case said
on Thursday.

Since being deposed in a
coup last year, Ms. Suu Kyi

had been under house ar-
rest at an undisclosed loca-
tion in Naypyidaw, accom-
panied by several domestic
staff and her dog, according
to sources.

“Her future trial hearings
would take place inside a
courtroom within the pri-
son compound,” junta spo-
kesman Zaw Min Tun said.

among the villages tucked in
the mountains only slowly
coming to light, officials said
the toll could rise.

An estimated 1,500 others
were reported injured, the
statetun Bakhtar News
Agency said.

on the future course of ac-
tion of the Indian aid pro-
gramme to stabilize and re-
vive the Sri Lankan
economy, at length,” it furth-
er said, adding that the In-
dian delegation arrived in
the island “to consider furth-
er financial assistance” to Sri
Lanka. A statement from the
Indian High Commission
said: “Both sides highlighted
the importance of promot-
ing India-Sri Lanka invest-
ment partnership including
in the fields of infrastruc-
ture, connectivity, renewa-
ble energy, and deepening

Biden has no problem’ talking

human rights to foreign leaders
WH ‘can’t speak’ of the Biden-Modi meet agenda

economic linkages between
the two countries.”

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar, who’s in Rwan-
da to attend the Common-
wealth Summit, met his Sri
Lankan counterpart G.L. Pei-
ris. “Talked about Common-
wealth issues as well as In-
dia's support for Sri Lanka at
this time,” Mr. Jaishankar
tweeted about the meeting.

From the beginning of this
year, India has signed key bi-
lateral agreements with Sri
Lanka, to jointly develop the
Trincomalee Oil Tank Farm
and set up (through the Na-
tional Thermal Power Cor-
poration), a solar power
plant in Sampur.

Both are located in the
Eastern Province. In the re-
newable energy sector, In-
dia’s Adani Group signed an
agreement to execute pro-
jects in Mannar and Poo-
neryn in the Northern Pro-
vince, sparking a
controversy over its entry in-
to the island’s energy sector,
outside of any known com-
petitive bidding process. Co-
lombo has defended the $
500 million deal.

Supreme Court order

expands gun

Ruling follows a seri

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON

The Supreme Court said
Thursday that Americans
have a right to carry guns in
public, a major expansion of
gun rights.

The Justices’ 6-3 decision
follows a series of recent
mass shootings and is ex-
pected to ultimately allow
more people to legally carry
guns on the streets of the na-
tion’s largest cities — includ-
ing New York, Los Angeles
and Boston — and elsewh-
ere. About a quarter of the
U.S. population lives in
states expected to be affect-
ed by the ruling, the high
court’s first major gun deci-
sion in more than a decade.

The ruling comes as Con-
gress is actively working on
gun legislation following re-
cent mass shootings in Tex-
as, New York and California.

Justice Clarence Thomas
wrote for the majority that
the Constitution protects
“an individual’s right to car-
ry a handgun for self-de-
fence outside the home.”

In their decision, the Jus-

rights in U.S.

es of mass firings

tices struck down a New
York law requiring people to
demonstrate a particular
need for carrying a gun in
order to get a license to car-
ry one in public. The Justic-
es said the requirement vio-

lates the Second
Amendment right to “keep
and bear arms.”

California, Hawaii, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, New
Jersey and Rhode Island all
have similar laws. The Biden
administration had urged
the Justices to uphold New
York’s law.

Backers of New York’s law
had argued that striking it
down would ultimately lead
to more guns on the streets
and higher rates of violent
crime. The decision comes
at a time when gun violence
already on the rise during
the coronavirus pandemic
has spiked anew.

The Supreme Court last
issued a major gun decision
in 2010. In that decision and
a ruling from 2008 the Jus-
tices established a nation-
wide right to keep a gun at
home for self-defense.

Head of Iran’s
IRGC intel
unit sacked

REUTERS

Iran has dismissed the po-
werful chief of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guards
Corps’ (IRGC) intelligence
unit, Hossein Taeb, Iranian
state TV reported on
Thursday, days after Israeli
media accused him of be-
ing behind an alleged Ira-
nian plot to kill or abduct
Israeli tourists in Turkey.

The station gave no rea-
son for the change, but
said Mr. Taeb had been ap-
pointed as an advisor to
the Guards’ Commander-
in-Chief Hossein Salami.
He will be replaced by Mo-
hammad Kazemi, pre-
viously head of the Revolu-
tionary Guards Intelligence
Protection unit.

Israel raised its Istanbul
travel advisory to the high-
est alert level on June 13 be-
cause of what it said was a
threat to Israelis vacation-
ing in Turkey. Before be-
coming the Guards Intelli-
gence Chief, Mr. Taeb
worked at the office of
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei.

‘Russia captures Donbas

villages near Severodonetsk’
Ukraine says it had a population of 1,00,000

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON DC

Asked whether U.S. President Joe
Biden would press Prime Minister
Narendra Modi “to protect” India’s
Muslims, when the two meet vir-
tually in July at a summit, White
House Press Secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre did not say he would, but
said that President had “no pro-
blem” talking human rights with fo-
reign leaders.

“He [Mr. Biden] has no problem
talking to leaders about humanitar-
ian rights, about freedoms, about
the importance of democracy. This
is something that the President has
done in the past. I can’t speak to,
specifically, what’s going to be on
the agenda and what their conversa-
tion is going to be,” Ms. Jean-Pierre
said, at the White House briefing on
Wednesday.

She also said Mr. Biden was a
“straight shooter” and speaks “very

frankly”. “And when it comes to hu-
manitarian rights, has no problem
having those direct conversations —
leader-leader conversations,” she
said.

House demolition

Ms. Pierre was also asked if the
White House had a comment on In-
dian authorities demolishing the
houses of those protesting against
comments made against the Pro-
phet. She did not answer the
question.

The Prime Minister and Presi-
dent Biden are expected to meet vir-
tually during Mr. Biden’s July 13-16
trip to West Asia. The leaders will
meet at a virtual ‘12U2’ summit — a
four country group comprised of In-
dia, Israel, the U.S. and the UAE. Mr.
Modi is also attending the Group of
Seven meeting in Schloss Elmau,
Germany, on June 26-27, where Mr.
Biden will also be present.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KYIV

Ukraine said on Thursday that its
troops lost control over two settle-
ments in the eastern Donbas region
where it is fighting fiercely to retain
control of the twin cities of Severodo-
netsk and Lysychansk.

“We lost control over Loskutivka
and Rai-Oleksandrivka,” said the Lu-
gansk regional governor, Sergiy Gai-
day, referring to two hamlets south
east of Lysychansk.

Their capture puts Russian troops
deeper in the Donbas region where
they appear closer to encircling the
two urban hubs which are separated

by the Donets river. Mr. Gaiday ad-
ded that Russian forces were working
to capture Severodonetsk, an indus-
trial town with a pre-war population
of around 1,00,000 where Ukrainian
and Russian troops have been fight-
ing in a brutal stand-off for weeks.
The Lugansk regional governor
said Moscow’s army was “conducting
offensive operations to encircle our
troops in the Lysychansk area, and
are blocking the Lysychansk-Bakh-
mut route,” a key lifeline out of the
embattled area. The Russians are
“storming Syrotyne,” he added, re-
ferring to a settlement adjacent to Se-
verodonetsk’s southern edges.

Assln'lngQuahty, Saving Lives
Notification No.4335/0SMCL/2022

Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited (OSMC)
- In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit-lll,

Bhubaneswar-751 001
Tel.:(0674) 2380608; Website: www.osmcl.nic.in, Email: proc.osmcl.od@nic.in

Date : 22.06.2022

PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY

=
TD/TM/GEN-225(Vol-1V)/22/1094
Name of the work :- “ Allotment of
07 (Seven) nos. of Manual Iron Ore/lron
Ore Pellet Plots”.
License Fees : Rs.2,36,09,322/- .
Wharfage Fees : Rs.6,83,484/-
Last date & time of submission of bid :
28.06.2022 up to 16:00 hrs.
Date and time of opening (technical bid):
28.06.2022 up to 16:00 hrs.
Refer our website for details :
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.
Traffic Manager
Paradip Port Authority
PPA/PR/166/22-23, Dtd.23.06.2022

DIGITAL
KERALA

Presents

ALk

THE HINDU GROUP

UNIVERSITY

CAREER COUNSELLING SERIES

A WEBINAR ON

EMERGING CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES IN THE DIGITAL AGE

Dr. Saji Gopinath Shruti George Anukripa Elango
Vice Chancellor, Vice President, Educator,
Kerala University of Sustainability & Innovation, (Moderator)

Digital Sciences, Avery Dennison,
Innovation and Technology Netherlands
Scan the QR code

Saturday,
25" June 2022
(@ 5:00 PM

cM
K

To register visit

bit.ly/DUKthe

»

SERVICES 1] |

) NDER FOR PROCUREMENT OF DIAGNG | PROSP
DIAGNC .i&i H EMPANELMENT TO NDU MO AR PATHOLO |

=S

-

in the web site
Date of opening of bid

® N

also be seen in the said web site.

( ‘e’ - PROCUREMENT NOTICE )
Bid Identification No.CCE.Ctc.(R&B)3/2022-23

: Dt.16.07.2022 at11.00 Hours.

The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen from the 2,
website https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of tender can

Sd/- P.K.Pradhan

£ E-mail.ID-sectcrb_2006@yahoo.co.in ; Tel/Fax - 0671-2301751/2302751
& Government of Odisha

IIFHBE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, CUTTACK (RaB) CIRCLE, CUTTACK

. The Chief Construction Engineer, Cuttack (R&B) Circle, Cuttack on behalf of Governor of Odisha
invites on Percentage rate basis bid in double cover system in ONLINE MODE from
contractors for Road works as mentioned below.

2. No. of work : 04 Nos.

3. Nature of work : Road Works

4. Class of contractor : ‘A’, Special & Super Class

5. Tender Paper Cost : Rs.10000/- (Online)

6. Available of bid documents : From 30.06.2022 to 16.00 Hours of 15.07.2022

3

AMPLES COLLECTED AT VARIO!

EALTHCARE FR

Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are invited from
eligible bidders to conduct molecular pathology tests of samples collected at
various Govt. Healthcare Facilities as per the particulars mentioned below :

EMPANELMENT

Bid Bid Document
Sl. Reference No. Item Name Cost inclusive
ligibl of GST (Rs.)
° 0OSMCL/2022-23/|P t Of Diagnostic Services From Prospective
1. o P 5,600/~

Diagnostic Centres Through Empanelment To Conduct

Samples Collected At

MOLECULAR TESTS/ 05 | Molecular Pathology Tests of
various Govt. Healthcare Facilities
Sl. Particulars
No.

Date and time

1.| Date & time of release of bid

22.06.2022, 5 PM

Date & time of Pre-bid meeting

Odisha State Medical Corporation Ltd.,
Convent Square, Unit-1ll, Bhubaneswar

29.06.2022, 11 AM
Venue : Conference Hall,

Hyderabad-500020.

“https//tsric.telangana.gov.in (Tenders).

Tender Notice No.PSO(c)-1l/20/WATER BOTTLES/2022-23,
Sealed Tenders (Complete in all respects) are invited from the Manufacturers only for supply of the following
items so as to reach the Purchase Officer(C)-ll, TSRTC, 3rd Floor, B-Block, Bus Bhavan, Mushirabad,

dt.22.6.2022

1. Packaged drinking water bottles with sizes of 2560ml, 500m1 & of 1 Litre bottles as per the BIS specification
18:14543:2016 to deliver to TSRTC Zonal Stores/HYD (Uppal) & Zonal Stores Karimnagar with TSRTC Label
and Brand as approved by TSRTC from the Manufacturers of Packaged Drinking Water.

The Tenderers shall download the Tender Form, terms and conditions (with relevant details) from our Website

The filed in tender documents shall be submitted along with the EMD and tender fee by way of DD to the
Purchase Officer(C)-Il, TSRTC, 3rd Floor, B-Block, Bus Bhavan, Mushirabad, Hyderabad on or before 15.00hrs
on 12.7.2022. Corporation reserves the right to reject/cancel any tender/all the tenders.

R.0. No. : 314-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2022-23 Date: 23-06-2022

Sd/- CHIEF CONTROLLER OF STORES

Authority for some equipments)

B.307- Chief Construction Engineer, Cuttack (R&B) Circle 3.|Date & time of Online bid |Start Date & Time | End Date & Time
= OIPR-34012/11/0004/2223 4 submission 04.07.2022, 3 PM | 21.07.2022, 5 PM
4. | Date & time of online Technical Bid Opening 25.07.2022, 3 PM
!@ TlislTlc . . . . N
< TENDER NOTICE 5.| Date of _demonstratlon of Equr_n_ent To be informed to those bidders whose bids
(If required by the Tender Inviting | are found to be technically responsive based

on documents furnished in technical bid.

6. | Date of opening of Price Bid

To be informed to the qualified bidders

CAD-899

The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process including cost of bid document, EMDs,
Prequalification criteria and other terms & conditions are available in the websites: www.osmcl.nic.in and
https://tendersodisha.gov.in . OSMCL reserves the right to reject or modify any conditions of the tender or
cancel the tender or cancel the issued purchase order at any stage without assigning any reason thereof.

Managing Director, OSMC Ltd., Odisha

OIPR-10112/11/0022/2223

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.

Regd. Office :

PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala-147001.
Corporate Identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website : www.pspcl.in

(Contact No. 96461-22185)

’ Tender Enquiry No. 258/SS-II(D)

(under Vendor Development Policy)

(09:00 AM onwards).

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
C 241/22

Dated: 22.06.2022 ‘ Name of the programme|Nos. (as 3192 4L(;rg'2t022) Duration “Snt?;g:(‘i,
22-30 years
Internship Programme Age relaxation ]
2022-23 20 |Sc/ST - upto 35 years| | Year | Rs.20000/
BC/MBC — upto 33 years
Eligibility:

® Post-graduates/students pursuing doctoral programmes in majors: Economics,

76155/12/945/2021/15161

SE/Sub-Station(Design)/ TS Organization, C-1 Shakti Vihar, PSPCL,
Patiala invites E-tender for Manufacture, Testing, Supply & Delivery
of 100 nos. 11KV VCB Panels (SCADA-Compatible) under PSPCL
VENDOR DEVELOPMENT POLICY. For detailed NIT & Tender
Specification, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 24.06.2022

Note: Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at

KARNATAKA POWER )
CORPORATION LIMITED

KARNATAKE POWER
CORPORATION LTD.

Mobile No. : 9449598853.

CIN : U85110KA1970SGC001919
No.: KPCL/2022-23/PS/WORK_INDENT12494
ABSTRACT “e” SHORT TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through e-procurement portal only)

Bids in two covers are invited through e-Procurement Portal (Website:
URL:https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in) for the work of Design, Fabrication,
Supply, Testing, Installation & Commissioning of one of slip ring set for 1st
and 2nd stage Generators each at MGHE power house, from regular
manufacturer/supplier/firm/agency and shall have proven experience in the field of
repair and rectification of slip rings to power utilities as specified in the
Pre-Qualifying Requirement in "e" tender notification. E.M.D: Rs. 29,750/-.
Last Date & Time for on-line submission of tenders: 14.07.2022 upto 16:00Hrs.
Opening the Technical Bid: 15.07.2022 at 16:30 Hrs. Further information if required
can be obtained from office of the Executive Engineer (EM&O), MGHE Works,
KPCL, Jog Falls-577 435, Sagar - Taluk, Shimoga - District, Karnataka.

Date: 14.06.2022

&

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

FINANCE DEPARTMENT
Internship Programme 2022-23

o=
aBbAY S Hwprer
2upH GLIHIpT

©)

BiM

Applications are invited from the eligible candidates for the “Internship Programme
2022-23” at Finance Department, Government of Tamil Nadu. The programme

details are below:

Finance, Law, Commerce, Management, Information Technology, and Statistics.
Candidates must have attained at least distinction (75% or a CGPA of 7.5) in their

post-graduate degree.

® Working knowledge of Tamil is mandatory

Selection Process:

® Online Assessment (Computer-Based Test) and Personal Interview
Location: The selected candidates will be assigned work in Chennai in various

areas of the Finance Department.

Academic Partner: Bharathidasan Institute of Management (BIM), Tiruchirappalli.

The application opens on 24" June 2022, and the last date for application submission
is July 01, 2022. There is no application fee. For more details and to apply online,
please visit www.bim.edu/tnfdinternship . Applications other than online mode will

not be accepted.

DIPR /601/ Display / 2022
“Gengmem sLHg SSHETD L HEESMLD,

Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Finance Department,
Secretariat,
srgmer ufhs) sNSSTD ue (1GumD.”

Chennai - 600 009.

M ND-NDE
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MARKET WATCH

23-06-2022 % CHANGE

Sensex 52,266 0.86
US Dollar 78.32 —
Gold 50,719 -0.45
Brent oil 110.51 -0.79
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 675.30 7.00
Apollo Hosp. 3850.50 62.75
Asian Paints 2758.20.......91.85
Axis Bank 629.35 2.55
Bajaj Auto 3784.80....149.15
Bajaj Finserv 11552.85.....117.30
Bajaj Finance 5448.15 8.55
Bharti Airtel 660.20.....17.35
BPCL 307.90 2.00
Britannia Ind 3411.45 7.80
Cipla 933.35......16.45
Coal India 177.15 -2.20
Divis Lab 3666.30. 66.70
Dr Reddys Lab 4294.90.......34.00
Eicher Motors 2819.05.....156.30
Grasim Ind 1316.05 -8.85
HCL Tech 971.25 9.95
HDFC 2164.20 4.95
HDFC Bank 1335.15 4.90
HDFC Life 558.10. 6.30
Hero MotoCorp 2674.10...149.65
Hindalco 317.60 1.15
Hind Unilever 2252.60......49.75
ICICI Bank 699.15......12.55
Indusind Bank 784.95 7.30
Infosys 1452.45 15.20
ITC 265.50. 0.20
JSW Steel 558.95 8.55
Kotak Bank 1684.10. 14.40
L&T 1494.30.......15.55
M&M 1027.70.......43.90
Maruti Suzuki 8271.00.....488.25
Nestle India Ltd. ... 16976.30....201.15
NTPC 136.50 -1.15
ONGC 134.80. -0.05
PowerGrid Corp 208.55 -2.10
Reliance Ind 2464.95....-40.65
SBI Life 1073.85 3.40
State Bank 451.40. 3.75
Shree Cement 18533.60....... 36.85
Sun Pharma 824.90. 15.60
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 718.45 9.50
Tata Motors 407.20. 14.10
Tata Steel 841.30. 3.20
TCS 3308.80....... 85.85
Tech Mahindra 991.10 11.10
Titan 2041.40......10.20
UltraTech Cement..... 5410.30. 0.35
UPL 633.20......19.55
Wipro 419.05 7.80

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 23

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL

US Dollar 78.10.......78.42
Euro . ...81.99......82.33
British Pound 95.33.....95.72
Japanese Yen (100) .. 57.59....57.83
Chinese Yuan 11.64......11.70
Swiss Franc 80.82......81.16
Singapore Dollar 56.16.......56.40
Canadian Dollar 60.24.......60.49
Malaysian Ringitt 17.72 17.80
Australian Dollar 53.79....54.01
Source:Indian Bank

Hero MotoCorp to
increase prices

NEW DELHI

Two-wheeler maker Hero
MotoCorp on Thursday said it
will raise prices of
motorcycles and scooters by
up to 3,000 from July 1. p1i

Govt. said to aim to keep deficit at 6.7%

Centre to miss Budget deficit goal of 6.4%, will seek to cap fiscal slippage within last year’s level: officials

REUTERS
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI
India’s government will not
be able to cut its budget defi-
cit this fiscal year as pre-
viously projected, officials
said, but will seek to cap the
shortfall at last year’s level to
prevent a major deteriora-
tion in public finances.

Efforts to maintain fiscal
discipline reflect New Delhi’s
concern around risks to its
sovereign credit rating but
will likely limit the govern-
ment’s firepower to check in-
flation and provide relief to
households and businesses.

In February, the govern-
ment set a fiscal deficit target
of 6.4% of GDP for the year to
March 2023, compared with
a deficit of 6.7% in the last fi-
nancial year.

The sources said that
while increased spending to

Sensex rises
1% as auto, IT
stocks gain

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Equity indices gained al-
most 1% led by buying in
auto and IT stocks.

The S&P BSE Sensex
surged 443.19 points, or
0.86%, to 52,265.72 points.

The stocks which gained
the most included Maruti
(6.33%), M&M (4.41%),
Asian Paints (3.39%), Bhar-
ti Airtel (2.76%), TCS
(2.70%) and Wipro (1.97%).

“The markets are largely
dancing to the global tunes
in the absence of any major
domestic event and we ex-
pect the same trend to con-
tinue,” said Ajit Mishra,
vice president, Research,
Religare Broking Ltd. “We
reiterate our cautious view
and suggest focusing more
on stock selection and risk
management.”

Kid gloves: Government is wary of the risks fiscal slippage

poses to its sovereign credit ratings, borrowing costs. =RreuTers

provide relief from inflation
meant the government
would miss this year’s target,
policymakers would seek to
limit the deviation to 30 ba-
sis points.

“We will try to contain the

slippage to last year’s levels,”
one of the officials, who de-
clined to be identified, told
Reuters.

Surging costs forced India
in May to cut fuel taxes and
change duty structures, hit-

Al can add $500 bn to
GDP by 2025: Nasscom

Investments may touch $881 mn by 23

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Nasscom has introduced “Al
Adoption Index” in a bid to
assess trends of Al adoption
in India.

The index was the first
detailed assessment of Al
adoption, beginning with
four key sectors of banking,
financial services and insu-
rance (BFSI), consumer
packaged goods (CPG), re-
tail, healthcare and indus-
trials and automotive.

These sectors could cum-
ulatively contribute more
than 60% of AI's potential
value-add of $450 to $500
billion to the country’s GDP
by 2025, said Nasscom in a
media conference.

The apex body said glo-
bal investments in AI had
more than doubled over the

last couple of years, from
$36 billion in 2020 to a high
of $77 billion in 2021.
Though Al investments in
India were growing at a
CAGR of 30.8% and poised
to touch $881 million by
2023, it would still represent
just 2.5% of the total global
Al investments of $340 bil-
lion. This would mean a
massive opportunity for In-
dian enterprises to drive in-
vestments and adopt Al

ting revenues by about $19.16
billion, while added fertiliser
subsidies lifted expenditure.
The government and cen-
tral bank have scrambled to
contain prices through fiscal
measures and monetary
tightening after inflation
jumped to multi-year highs.

Risks of slippage

The government is wary of
the risks fiscal slippage poses
to its sovereign credit rat-
ings. Its debt to GDP ratio,
which stands at about 95%, is
significantly higher than the
60-70% levels for other, simi-
larly rated economies.

That leaves the govern-
ment little room to provide
additional relief, as the May
measures are already expect-
ed to drive up the deficit by
more than 30 basis points if
revenue collection does not

VIL defers
X8,837-cr. AGR
dues payment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Debt-ridden telco Voda-
fone Idea Ltd. (VIL) has de-
cided to defer payment of
additional adjusted gross
revenue of 38,837 crore
dues by four years.

The telco, in a late night
filing on June 22, said that
the DoT, on June 15, had
raised adjusted gross reve-
nue (AGR) demand for ad-
ditional two financial years
beyond 2016-17, which
were not covered under
the Supreme Court order
on the statutory dues.

VIL said its board of di-
rectors “has approved the
exercise of the option of
deferment of the AGR-re-
lated dues by a period of
four years with immediate
effect, in accordance with
the said DoT letter.”

exceed the budget target.
“The government can de-
finitely do more but at what
cost? If more steps are taken,
it will require additional mar-
ket borrowing and that will
drive up yields and eventual-
ly cause higher inflation,”
said a second source who is
aware of the discussions.
The government is reluc-
tant to expand its record
market borrowing pro-
gramme of 14.31 lakh crore
this fiscal, both officials said.
“From here on, monetary
policy will bear the larger
burden of initiating inflation-
growth corrective balance,”
said Shubhada Rao, senior
economist and founder of
QuantEco Research. “The
first quarter has been good
in terms of tax collection,
but... the excise cut could
neutralise it,” she added.

RBI moots IT outsourcing
norms for banks, NBFCs

Aim is to ring-fence entities from risks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank on Thurs-
day proposed norms for the
outsourcing of IT services to
ring-fence banks and other
regulated entities from fi-
nancial, operational and
reputational risks.

“The underlying princi-
ple... is that the RE should
ensure that outsourcing ar-
rangements neither dimin-
ish its ability to fulfil its obli-
gations to customers nor
impede effective supervi-
sion by the supervising
authority,” the RBI said in its
draft Master Direction on
Outsourcing of Information
Technology Services, on
which it has invited com-
ments by July 22.

Regulated entities includ-
ing cooperative banks, cre-

Brakes India rolls out
oreen castings for Volvo

Castings to be used in engines globally

N. ANAND
NAIDUPETA (AP)
Brakes India has developed
and rolled out ‘green’ cast-
ings for Volvo India that will
be used for the Swedish auto
major’s engines globally.

“Initially, we will develop
green castings for Volvo that
will go into engines for com-
mercial vehicles and off-
highway vehicles and later
for others,” said Sriram Viji,
MD, Brakes India.

“We will churn out more

than 1,80,000 tonnes of

iron castings annually using
environment-friendly ma-
nufacturing processes.”

The ‘green’ castings from
India will include bearing
caps and bearing housing
for Volvo engines, said
Brakes India officials.

Commercial production

Sriram Viji (Left) with Volvo's
Kamal Bali. =Bijov GHOsH

of the castings at Brakes In-
dia Naidupeta facility would
start from this month.

Brakes India would use
scrap, alloys and raw mate-
rials, which are 100% ra-
dioactive-element free.

The reduction in CO2
emissions per year on ac-
count of ‘green’ castings
would amount to 0.86 mil-
lion tonnes for Volvo.

Outsourcing must
not diminish the
RE’s ability to meet
its obligations

C

dit information companies
and NBFCs would be re-
quired to put in place a com-
prehensive board-approved
IT outsourcing policy.

“Outsourcing of any activ-
ity of the RE shall not dimin-
ish its obligations as also of
its Board and senior man-
agement, who shall be ulti-
mately responsible for the
outsourced activity.

“RE shall take steps to en-
sure that the service provid-
er employs the same high
standard of care in perform-
ing the services as would
have been employed by the
RE if the same activity was
not outsourced,” it said.

Tata Motors,
govt. to probe
Nexon EV fire

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Tata Motors Ltd. said it was
conducting a detailed in-
vestigation into a reported
fire incident involving a Ta-
ta Nexon electric vehicle
(EV) in a Mumbai suburb.

A video of a white Nexon
EV engulfed in flames had
gone viral on social media,
prompting the automobile
maker’s reaction.

“A detailed investigation
is being conducted to as-
certain the facts of the re-
cent isolated thermal inci-
dent,” Tata Motors said.

Separately, the Press
Trust of India reported, qu-
oting a senior Road Tran-
sport and Highways Minis-
try official, that the
government had ordered
an independent enquiry
into the incident.

LIVE TELECAST

Ranji Trophy: (final), Star
Sports 2 (SD & HD) & Hotstar,
9.30a.m.

Sri Lanka vs Australia: 5th
ODI, Sony Six (SD & HD) &
Sony LIV, 2.30 p.m.

England vs New Zealand:
3rd Test, day 2, Sony Ten 2
(SD & HD) & Sony LIV, 3.30
p.m.
U-17 Women's World Cup:
Final Draw, Sports 18-1 &
Voot Select, 3.30 p.m.

TNPL 2022: Star Sports 1
(SD & HD) & Voot Select, 7

p.m.
West Indies Vs
Bangladesh: 2nd Test, day 1,
FanCode, 7.30 p.m.

India jumps
two places in
FIFA rankings

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Indian football team
reaped a good harvest of its
impressive Asian Cup qual-
ification campaign as it
gained two places to jump
to 104th in the latest FIFA
world rankings released on
Thursday.

The Blue Tigers are
placed just below New Zea-
land (103rd), who missed
out on a 2022 FIFA World
Cup spot after losing to
Costa Rica 0-1in the inter-
continental play-off earlier
this month.

India’s ranking among
Asian Football Confedera-
tion members, however,
still remained static at 19th
place.

Iran retained the top
spot among AFC countries
at 23rd place.

In the overall rankings,
Brazil remained on top,
three months after taking
the top spot from Belgium
(2nd).

Argentina jumped one
place to third at the ex-
pense of France (4th).

England, Spain, Italy,
Netherlands, Portugal and
Denmark complete the
top-10.

CcM
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Bodhisatwa overcomes Preyesh to claim the under-17 title

TABLE TENNIS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
ALAPPUZHA

Delhi’s Payas Jain warded off
a stiff challenge from team-
mate Yashansh Malik to win
211, 11-5, 117, 811, 11-6, 8-11,
11-6 and defend his under-19
youth title in the 83rd Na-
tional junior and youth table
tennis championships here

on Thursday.
Qualifier Bodhisatwa
Chaudhhay (Bengal) up-

staged sixth seed Preyesh Raj
Suresh (TNTTA) 6-11, 11-9,
11-9, 10-12, 11-5, 13-11 to win
the boys under-17 title.

The battle between the
two Delhi lads went the dis-
tance. Yashansh won the first

set easily as Payas repeatedly
netted his backhand returns.
The top seed soon found the
range of his attacking shots
and galloped away with the
second and third sets.

Yashansh crawled back to
draw level and had the mo-
mentum on his side when he
won the sixth set and led 5-3
at the changeover in the final
set. However, Payas un-
leashed a flurry of forehand
shots to push Yashansh on
the backfoot. The latter
crumpled under pressure
and made a few unforced er-
rors to hand over the match
to Payas.

Bodhisatwa played a tacti-
cal game to outwit Preyesh.
The former managed to pre-

vent Preyesh from using his
potent weapon — the back-
hand - and forced his oppo-
nent to play to his strengths.

Preyesh after a good start
faded away against the ag-
gressive Bodhisatwa. Time
and again, Bodhisatwa un-
settled Preyesh with blister-
ing forehands and held the
whip-hand in the rallies as
an error-prone Preyesh
stumbled.

Semifinal results: Under-19:
Payas bt Ankur Bhattacharjee
(Ben) 11-9, 13-11, 12-10, 11-4;
Yashansh bt Deepit R. Patil
(Mah) 11-5, 6-11, 11-13, 11-8,
11-7, 12-10. Under-17: Preyesh
bt K. Yengkhom (Man) 11-8,
11-4, 7-11,12-10, 11-6; Bodhisat-
wa bt Bajaj Shlok (Guj) 11-5,
11-8, 6-11, 11-6, 11-4.

Loew tips Goetze for Germany recall

FOOTBALL

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BERLIN

World Cup winner Mario
Goetze has been tipped for a
Germany recall by former
national team coach Joa-
chim Loew after returning to
the Bundesliga by signing for
Champions League side Ein-
tracht Frankfurt.

Goetze completed his
transfer from Dutch Eredivi-
sie runner-up PSV Eindho-
ven by signing a three-year
contract.

“I'm really looking for-
ward to playing for Eintracht
Frankfurt,” said Goetze,
who scored an extra-time
winner in Germany’s victory
over Argentina in the 2014
World Cup final.

“The club has developed
incredibly and embarked on
an exciting, ambitious path
which I am glad to be a part
of.”

Frankfurt has qualified
for the Champions League

»

R
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Glory days: Goetze celebrates scoring the 2014 World Cup

&5

final winner against Argentina. =arp

for the first time since losing
the 1960 European Cup final
to Real Madrid after winning
the Europa League last
season.

Sporting director Markus
Kroesche said Goetze turned
down “numerous offers” in
order to join Frankfurt.

Loew, who brought
Goetze on as a substitute in
the World Cup final, is back-
ing the midfielder to stake a

claim for an international re-
call despite last playing for
Germany in 2017.

“He has all the qualities
for it,” Loew, who stepped
down as coach after Euro
2020, told Sky.

“He will play in the Cham-
pions League again, will be
the focus here in the Bun-
desliga and will want to put
himself forward for a World
Cup place”

Best on show: Bodhisatwa and Payas with their reward.
=SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Under-23 women
lose to Sweden

[taly routs women's U-17 team

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
STOCKHOLM

The Indian women’s foot-
ball team lost to Sweden 1-0
in the three-nation Under-23
tournament here on Wed-
nesday. Mid-fielder Linn
Vickius scored the match-
winner in the 96th minute.
India will take on the USA
on June 25.

The Under-17 women’s
team meanwhile suffered a
humiliating 7-0  defeat
against Italy in the opening
match of a four-nation tour-
nament at Grandisco D’Ison-
zo stadium here.

The Thomas Dennerby-
coached side started off the
match by trying to press the
opposition high up the pitch
and entice mistakes from
them.

Tackles were flying in

from both sides and it was
Italy, which was awarded a
free-kick in the fourth mi-
nute. Beatrice curled the
free-kick but she narrowly
missed the target.

Italy almost took the lead
in the 10th minute as Drago-
ni had just Indian goalkeep-
er Monalisa to beat but the
latter stretched and pro-
duced a wonderful save to
deny the Italian.

However, India’s resis-
tance soon lay in tatters as
just one minute later

On an exposure tour, the
Indian team will compete in
two tournaments to gear up
for the U-17 women’s World
Cup in India during
October-November.

The results: U-23: Sweden 1
(Linn Vickius 90+6) bt India O.

U-17: Italy 7 bt India O.

Kadhe-Cerretani exit

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU

rjun Kadhe and Jamie

Cerretani were beaten
6-3, 2-6, [10-5] in the dou-
bles quarterfinals by Sanjar
Fayziev and Evgeny Karlov-
skiy in the €45,730 Challen-
ger tennis tournament in
Oeiras, Portugal.

Other results: $25,000 ITF
women, Prokuplje, Serbia:
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Zhibek Kulambayeva (Kaz) &
Prarthana Thombare bt Daria
Lodikova & Luisa Meyer auf der

Heide (Ger) 7-5, 6-4.

$15,000 ITF: Chiang Rai,
Thailand: Men: Doubles (quar-
terfinals): Rishi Reddy & Pa-
rikshit Somani bt Cui Jie (Chn)
& Tsung-Hao Huang (Tpe) 6-1,
2-6, [10-8].

Women: Singles (pre-quar-
terfinals): Ramu Ueda (Jpn) bt
Laalitya Kalluri 6-0, 6-0; Anas-
tasiya Poplavska (Ukr) bt Pri-
yanshi Bhandari 6-2, 6-3; Nat-
sui  Kawaguchi (Jpn) bt
Vanshita Pathania 6-0, 6-1.

Doubles (quarterfinals):
Xun Fang Ying (Chn) & Ash-
mitha Easwaramurthi bt Nana
Kawagishi & Chihiro Takayama
(Jpn) 6-2, 6-3.

Gold for Srihari,

Mihir and Aneesh

SWIMMING

SPORTS BUREAU

Olympian Srihari Nataraj,
Mihir Ambre and Aneesh
Gowda won golds in the 17th
Singapore National swim-
ming championships on
Thursday.

National record holder
Nataraj clocked 55.32s for
the 100m backstroke gold
while Ambre produced a
personal best 24.66s for the
50m butterfly title. Mean-
while, Gowda won the
800m freestyle gold in
8:14.08s.

The results (Indian medal-
lists only): Men: 800m free: 1.

= FILE PHOTO: K. MURALI KUMAR

Aneesh Gowda (8:14.08s).
50m butterfly: 1. Mihir Ambre
(24.66s). 100m back: 1. Srihari
Nataraj (55.32s), 3. Sridhar Siva
(57.58).

Women: 100m back: 2.
Maana Patel (1:04.47s).

Odisha Government to
own a kho-kho team

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Ultimate Kho Kho
League (UKK) on Thursday
received a shot in the arm
with the Odisha government
deciding to own a franchise.

»

It will be the second di-
rect sports venture for the
Naveen Patnaik government
as it also jointly owned Kal-
inga Lancers, a franchise in
the now-defunct Hockey In-
dia League.
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Indian women draw first blood

Bowlers choke the Sri Lankan batters as visitors pull off a convincing win

INDIA IN SL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DAMBULLA

The Indian bowlers choked
the Sri Lankan women’s
team, after Jemimah Ro-
drigues’ vital knock on re-
turn, to secure a convincing
34-run victory in the first
T20I here on Thursday.

Defending a modest 139,
left-arm spinner Radha Ya-
dav (two for 22) made her
presence felt right after the
PowerPlay by dismissing
the dangerous-looking Sri
Lankan captain Chamari
Athapaththu (16) and Har-
sihtha Madavi (10) in the
space of three balls.

Reduced to 27 for three
inside seven overs, Sri Lan-
ka never managed to get go-
ing in the chase. Seamer
Pooja Vastrakar further de-
railed the chase in the mid-
dle overs, finishing with a ti-
dy spell of 4-1-13-1.

Great start
Deepti Sharma gave India a
flying start, dismissing

opener Vishmi Gunaratne
(0) in the second over. The
senior off-spinner (3-1-9-1)
put Sri Lanka on the back
foot early on.

Deepti also took a stun-
ning catch running in from
deep square-leg to give Rad-
ha her second wicket of the
day.

Kavisha Dilhari waged a
lone battle for the hosts
with a fighting 49-ball 47
(6x4), but the Indians’ top-
class bowling and fielding
ensured their team
emerged an easy winner to
take a 1-0 lead in the three-
match series.

Earlier, opting to bat, In-
dia lost opener Smriti
Mandhana (1) in the third

Back with a bang: Jemimah, returning to the Indian side, played a vital knock. =sriLANKkA crICKET

over of the game, the 25-
year-old falling to veteran
spinner Oshadi Ranasinghe
while looking to free her
arms.

S. Meghana was out for a
golden duck, sent back by
old warhorse Ranasinghe.

Having lost two wickets
early, it was left to the duo
of Harmanpreet and Shafali
Verma to take control.

A well-settled Shafali was
the next to go, dismissed by
Aththapatu on 31.

The Lankans soon got
their biggest breakthrough
when Harmanpreet (22)
was trapped in front by
spinner Inoka Ranaweera in
the 11th over.

Ranaweera picked two
more wickets as she sent
back wicketkeeper-batter
Richa Ghosh (11) and Pooja
Vastrakar (14) to reduce the
visitors to 106 for six in 17
overs. Jemimah was left

with the task of giving the
Indian total a semblance of
respectability.

The scores:

India: Shafali Verma c de Silva b
Athapaththu 31 (37b, 4x4),
Smriti Mandhana c Athapaththu
b Ranasinghe 1 (6b), S. Megha-
na c Athapaththu b Ranasinghe
0 (7b), Harmanpreet Kaur lbw b
Ranaweera 22 (20, 3x4), Jemi-
mah Rodrigues (not out) 36 (27,
3x4, 1x6), Richa Ghosh st San-
jeewani b Ranaweera 11 (15b,
1x4), Pooja Vastrakar b Rana-
weera 14 (12, 2x4), Deepti Shar-
ma (not out) 17 (8b, 3x4); Ex-
tras (lb-1, w-5): 6; Total (for six
wkts. in 20 overs): 138.

Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Smriti, 3.3
overs), 2-17 (Meghana, 3.4), 3-
56 (Shafali, 9.2), 4-58 (Har-
manpreet, 10.1), 5-81 (Richa,
14.1 ov), 6-106 (Pooja, 16.6).
Sri Lanka bowling: Prabhodani
4-0-21-0, Sugandika 3-0-18-0,
Ranasinghe 3-0-22-2, Kancha-
na 1-0-8-0, Ranaweera 4-0-
30-3, Aththapatu 2-0-7-1, Dil-
hari 3-0-31-0.

Sri Lanka: Vishmi Gunaratne
lbw b Deepti 1 (5b), Chamari
Athapaththu c Rajeshwari b
Radha 16 (719, 2x4), Harshitha
Madavi ¢ Deepti b Radha 10 (77,
1x4), Kavisha Dilhari (not out)
47 (49, 6x4) Nilakshi de Silva c
Harmanpreet b Pooja 8 (77,
1x4), Ama Kanchana st. Richa b
Shafali 11 (77, 1x4), Anushka
Sanjeewani (not out) 10 (8b,
1x4); Extras (Lb-1): 1; Total (for
five wkts. in 20 overs): 104.
Fall of wickets: 1-1 (Gunaratne,
1.2 overs), 2-27 (Athapaththu,
6.3), 3-27 (Madavi, 6.5), 4-54
(de Silva, 12.4), 5-86 (Kancha-
na, 17.5).
India bowling: Renuka 4-0-
25-0, Deepti 3-1-9-1, Radha 4-
0-22-2, Pooja 4-1-13-1, Rajesh-
wari 1-0-7-0, Harmanpreet 2-
0-17-0, Shafali 2-0-10-1.
Toss: India.
Player-of-the-Match:
Jemimah.

India won by 34 runs.
Second T20I: June 25, Dambul-
la.

Talking to Rohit, Pant helped: Jemimah

P.K. AJITH KUMAR

he last few months

hadn’t been easy for Je-
mimah Rodrigues. Neither
was the wicket at Dambulla
on Thursday.

It may not have been the
most ideal of tracks for a
batter to come back into in-
ternational cricket, but Je-
mimah produced a fine

knock (36 n.o., 27b) that
helped India win the first
T20I against Sri Lanka.

The innings would have
done a world of good to her
confidence.

She had been dropped
from the Indian team for the
Women’s ODI World Cup in
New Zealand.

“After the last Sri Lanka

tour, my journey has not
been very smooth,” Jemi-
mabh said. “There have been
ups and downs and it was
not easy.”

She said she benefited
from speaking to Rohit Shar-
ma and Rishabh Pant during
that tough phase.

“They said these mo-
ments helped you prepare

for something greater that
was coming [to youl],” she
said.

“These are the moments
that define you as a
cricketer.”

She said she had become
calmer now. “The last few
months helped me under-
stand my game even better,”
she said.

Bharat impresses after top order falters

Kohli scores 33; skipper Rohit and Gill fall after getting starts

INDIA IN ENGLAND

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LEICESTER

Wicketkeeper K.S. Bharat
impressed with an unbeaten
70, even as India’s top order
failed to get batting practice
on the first day of their
warm-up match against Leic-
estershire here on Thursday.
Opting to bat after win-
ning the toss, India’s top
guns failed to fire as the visi-
tors slipped to 81 for five.

Rain brings early end
However, Bharat shone dur-
ing his 158-minute stay in the
middle before rain brought
an early end to the day’s pro-
ceedings. At stumps, Mo-
hammed Shami was giving
Bharat company on 18.

Skipper Rohit Sharma (25)
and Shubman Gill (21) got
out after getting starts. The
opening duo, which is set to
begin India’s innings in the
one-off ‘fifth Test’, added 35
runs for the first wicket. Vi-
rat Kohli scored 33.

India’s first-choice wicket-
keeper Rishabh Pant, who
was representing the English
county side alongside Che-
teshwar Pujara, Jasprit Bum-
rah and Prasidh Krishna,
held on to the catch of Gill,
who found the fence four

- B g

times.

For the addition of anoth-
er 15 runs, India lost the
wicket of Rohit, who hit
three fours during his 64-mi-
nute stay in the middle. Ro-
hit’s departure paved the
way for Kohli’s arrival, and
the former India captain
looked to take the onus upon
himself to prop up India.

In between, Hanuma Vi-
hari (3) departed cheaply off
the bowling of Roman Walk-
er. Shreyas Iyer failed to
open his account and walked
back to the dressing room af-

Sarfaraz Khan lifts Mumbai with a spectacular century

He adroitly shepherds the lower order to take the team to 374; steady Madhya Pradesh closes the day on 123 for one
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Rising to the occasion: Sarfaraz played percentage cricket to
perfection in his three-figure knock. =k.wmuraLI kuMAR

RANJI FINAL

K.C. VIJAYA KUMAR
BENGALURU

Mumbai found strength and
spine through Sarfaraz Khan.
The batter’s 134 (243b, 13x4,
2x6) blended chutzpah and a
steely resolve to help the
former champion stay margi-
nally ahead of Madhya Pra-
desh in the Ranji Trophy fi-
nal in progress at the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium here
on Thursday.

At close on the second
day, Madhya Pradesh scored
123 for one in its first innings
while replying to Mumbai’s
374.

The Madhya Pradesh
openers Yash Dubey and Hi-
manshu Mantri added 47,
with the latter taking a shine
to left-arm spinner Shams
Mulani, hoisting two sixes.

But after tea, seamer
Tushar Deshpande trapped
the aggressor. Mumbai got
the breakthrough but for the
remainder of the last session,
Dubey and Shubham Sharma
batted with ease in their un-
finished 76-run partnership.

Mumbai skipper Prithvi
Shaw shuffled his bowlers
and a few vociferous Ibw ap-
peals never found approval.
In the initial skirmish for first
innings honours, Dubey and
Sharma kept Madhya Pra-
desh in the hunt, setting the

stage for an interesting third
day.

Earlier, resuming at the
overnight 248 for five, Mum-
bai lost Mulani to the day’s
second delivery as Gaurav
Yadav darted one back and
ruffled the pads. From the
other end, Sarfaraz watched
his departing colleague and
had a quiet word with next
man Tanush Kotian. Impor-
tantly for Mumbai, Sarfaraz
shepherded the tail and
strung a series of critical
partnerships. As Kotian set-
tled, Sarfaraz lofted Yadav
and swept Kumar Kartikeya
across the ropes. And once
the 50 was secured, he ges-
tured to his applauding
mates in the dressing room,
hinting that he would stay at
the pitch and guide his team.

He remained true to his
word, and with Kotian, ad-
ded 40 for the seventh wick-
et before Yadav castled the
lower-order batter with a
superb delivery that moved
just a shade to clip the
stumps.

Dhawal Kulkarni trudged
in and dropped anchor, in-
dulging in some exaggerated
leaves outside the off-stump;
Sarfaraz employed a short-
arm pull of Yadav and as he
crossed over crashed into the
bowler. In severe pain as the
helmet grille struck a side of
his face, Sarfaraz rested a bit

Determined Mitchell leads New Zealand’s

Broad and Leach scalp two; Nicho

NZ IN ENGLAND

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LEEDS

In-form Daryl Mitchell po-
wered New Zealand’s revival
after Stuart Broad struck ear-
ly for England on the first day
of the third Test at Headin-
gley on Thursday.

New Zealand was 225 for
five at close of play, with
Mitchell 78 not out following
his hundreds at Lord’s and
Trent Bridge.

Broad, England’s spear-
head after James Anderson
was ruled out with an ankle
injury, removed Tom Latham

CcM
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lIs dismissed in bizarre fashi

Unlucky: Nicholls was dismissed when his drive ricocheted off
non-striker Mitchell's bat and lobbed to Lees. =ceTTy ImAGES

in the first over of the day and
then captured the prize wick-
et of New Zealand captain

»

Kane Williamson during a re-
turn of two for 45 in 17 overs.
Mitchell, however, held

on

firm after coming in with New
Zealand wobbling at 83 for
four following Williamson’s
decision to bat.

He received fine support
from Tom Blundell (45 not
out) in an unbroken stand of
102 — their third century part-
nership of this series.

Devon Conway played on
for 26 before Henry Nicholls,
who had made 19 off 99 balls,
fell in a freak fashion on the
stroke of tea.

Nicholls drove hard at
Leach only for the ball to de-
flect off non-striker Mitchell’s
bat and loop gently to Alex
Lees at mid-off.

B Thanks to Sarfaraz, Mumbai
might believe that it has
just about enough to test
challenger Madhya Pradesh

before getting up. He steered
a four off Yadav and normal
service was restored.

Amalgam of emotions
Kulkarni perished after a 36-
ball solitary run but impor-
tantly was part of a 26-run al-
liance with Sarfaraz. The lat-
ter scooped a four off
Anubhav Agarwal and soon
reached his fourth ton of the
season. The ecstatic centu-
rion presented an amalgam
of emotions as he acknow-
ledged the cheers besides
doing a war-cry while gazing
at the dressing room.
Mumbai had an appetising
lunch score of 351 for eight
and on resumption, Desh-
pande fell, but by then the
ninth-wicket ~ partnership
had yielded 39. Sarfaraz was
the last man dismissed while
he attempted quick runs, a
towering six being part of the
package. Thanks to him,
Mumbai might believe that it
has just about enough to test
challenger Madhya Pradesh.
The scores:
Mumbai — 1st innings: Prithvi
Shaw b Agarwal 47 (79b, 5x4,
1x6), Yashasvi Jaiswal c Yash
Dubey b Agarwal 78 (163b, 7x4,

rally

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand — 1st innings:
Tom Latham c Root b Broad O,
Will Young lbw b Leach 20,
Kane Williamson c Foakes b
Broad 31, Devon Conway b
Overton 26, Henry Nicholls ¢
Lees b Leach 19, Daryl Mitchell
(batting) 78, Tom Blundell
(batting) 45; Extras (b-4,
lb-2): 6; Total (for five wkts. in
90 overs): 225.

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-35, 3-62,
4-83, 5-123.

England bowling: Broad 17-5-
45-2, Potts 20-7-28-0, Over-
ton 16-2-41-1, Leach 30-8-
75-2, Root 7-0-30-0.

Toss: New Zealand.

1x6), Armaan Jaffer ¢ Yash Du-
bey b Kartikeya 26 (56b, 3x4),
Suved Parkar c Aditya Shrivasta-
va b Jain 18 (30b, 2x4), Sarfaraz
Khan c Shrivastava b Yadav 134
(243b, 13x4, 2x6), Hardik Ta-
more c Rajat Patidar b Jain 24
(44b, 3x4), Shams Mulani lbw b
Yadav 12 (45b, 1x4), Tanush Ko-
tian b Yadav 15 (39b, 1x4), Dha-
wal Kulkarni ¢ Himanshu Mantri
b Agarwal 1 (36b), Tushar Desh-
pande ¢ Mantri b Yadav 6 (20b,
1x4), Mohit Avasthi (not out) 7
(11b, 1x6); Extras (b-2, lb-3,
w-1): 6; Total (in 127.4 overs):
374.

Fall of wickets: 1-87 (Shaw, 27.4
overs), 2-120 (Armaan, 40.6),
3-147 (Parkar, 50.1), 4-185 (Jais-
wal, 59.4), 5-228 (Tamore,
74.5), 6-248 (Mulani, 90.2), 7-
288 (Kotian, 102.6), 8-314 (Kul-
karni, 112.3), 9-353 (Desh-
pande, 123.4).

Madhya Pradesh bowling: Ku-
mar  Kartikeya 41-6-133-1,
Anubhav Agarwal 29-5-81-3,
Saransh Jain 20-2-47-2, Gaurav
Yadav 35.4-8-106-4, Parth Sa-
hani 2-0-2-0.

Madhya Pradesh — 1st innings:
Yash Dubey (batting) 44 (131b,
6x4), Himanshu Mantri lbw b
Deshpande 31 (89m, 50b, 3x4,
2x6), Shubham Sharma (bat-
ting) 41 (65b, 6x4); Extras (b-6,
Lb-1): 7; Total (for one wkt. in 41
overs): 123.

Fall of wickets: 1-47 (Mantri,
16.3).

Mumbai bowling: Dhawal Kul-
karni 9-2-22-0, Tushar Desh-
pande 12-4-31-1, Shams Mulani
11-0-46-0, Mohit Avasthi 7-3-
11-0, Tanush Kotian 2-0-6-0.

Useful knock: Bharat made good use of the opportunity to score an unbeaten 70. =reuTers

ter facing 11 balls, having
nicked Prasidh to Pant.

Ashwin joins team

Senior off-spinner R. Ash-
win, who did not travel to
the United Kingdom along
with his India teammates af-
ter testing positive for Covid,
has joined the side here, ac-
cording to sources.

The scores:

Indians — 1st innings: Rohit
Sharma c Sakande b Walker 25,
Shubman Gill c Pant b Davis 21,
Hanuma Vihari c Bates b Walker
3, Virat Kohli lbw b Walker 33,

Shreyas lyer c Pant b Prasidh O,
Ravindra Jadeja lbw b Walker
13, K.S. Bharat (batting) 70,
Shardul Thakur b Walker 6,
Umesh Yadav c Evison b Davis
23, Mohd. Shami (batting) 18;
Extras (b-12, lb-4, w-16, nb-2):
34; Total (for eight wkts. in
60.2 overs) 246.

Fall of wickets: 1-35, 2-50, 3-
54, 4-55, 5-81, 6-138, 7-148,
8-214.

Leicestershire bowling: Bum-
rah 9-1-34-0, Davis 14-1-64-2,
Prasidh 10-2-37-1, Walker 11-5-
24-5, Sakande 15-1-56-0, Bow-
ley 1.2-0-15-0.

Toss: Indians.

Sarfaraz credits

knock to his father

I've had my troubled times, but Abbu
never left my side, says a tearful batter

: ASHWIN ACHAL

BENGALURU

Mumbai batter Sarfaraz
Khan shed a few tears after

¢ reaching his century against

Madhya Pradesh in the Ranji

Trophy final here on Thurs-

day. He got emotional a se-
cond time when he spoke to

the media at the end of play.

Sarfaraz dedicated the

knock to his father and men-
© tor, Naushad Khan.

“Abbu (father) and I start-
ed my cricket journey from

absolutely nothing. The

dream was to play for Mum-

bai. Another dream was to

score a century in a Ranji

© Trophy final. That is why I
. got
¢ reached my hundred. Abbu
: gets all the credit. If he was
¢ not around, then none of
¢ this would be possible. I've
¢ had my troubled times, but
i Abbu mever left my side,”

emotional when I

Sarfaraz, who could not con-

trol his tears, said.

Best innings

“This is my best innings in

¢ the Ranji Trophy. There are
¢ two reasons for this — it was
. the final, and our team was
¢ inabit of a tricky situation. I
¢ had to stick around at the

crease, even if that meant I

had to face 300 balls without

nad

Sarfaraz couldn't control his
emotions. =K. MURALI KUMAR

scoring many runs. I only
thought about what the
team required,” Sarfaraz
said.

Sarfaraz had a long chat
with national selector Sunil
Joshi after play. Joshi would
have, no doubt, been im-
pressed with Sarfaraz’s re-
cent form and insatiable
hunger for runs.

Asked if an India call-up
was on his mind, Sarfaraz
said, “When I'm at the
crease, my focus is purely on
batting. The crowd, the live
telecast... nothing matters to
me. When it comes to play-
ing for India, every human
being has dreams in his life.
Slowly, these dreams come
true. I will try my best to
realise this dream.”

Indian recurve womens team makes final

ARCHERY WC

SPORTS BUREAU

he Indian recurve wo-

men’s team of Ankita
Bhakat, Deepika Kumari and
Simranjeet Kaur overcame
their disappointing show in
the ranking round to reach
the final and ensure a medal
for the country in the Ar-
chery World Cup Stage-3 in
Paris on Thursday.

Consistent scores
The 13th-placed Indian team
received a bye and beat the
fourth-ranked Ukraine 5-1
and Great Britain 6-0 in the
quarterfinals.

The Indians got consis-

tent scores to oust Turkey,
which upset powerhouse
Korea, 5-3 in the semifinals
to set up a title clash with
Chinese Taipei.

The Indian recurve men’s
team, ranked eighth, got a
first-round bye but lost to
Switzerland 4-5 (25-25).

The Swiss archers shot
closer to the centre in the
shootoff.

The second-ranked V.
Jyothi Surekha got past Por-
tugal’s Johana Horta de Oli-
veira 147-133, Italy’s Elisa
Bazzichetto 150-141 and Mar-
cella Tonioli 146-144 and Es-
tonia’s Lisell Jaatma 149-148
to make it to the compound
women’s individual semifi-
nals and stay in the hunt for

»

amedal.

Jyothi will meet local fa-
vourite Sophie Dodemont in
the last four.

Muskan Kirar and Priya
Gurjar’s journey ended in
the second round, while Av-
neet Kaur lost in the opening
round.

Abhishek Verma beat Ger-
many’s Sebastian Hamdorf
149-142, American Tate Mor-
gan 146-144 and Slovenia’s
Stas Modic 148-147 before
losing to Puerto Rico’s Jean
Pizarro 148-147 in the
quarterfinals.

Mohan Bhardwaj lost in
the second round, while
Aman Saini and Sangam-
preet Bisla exited in the first
round.
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Teens Popovici, McIntosh grab limelight

Medley double for Marchand; Ledecky’s gold harvest continues

SWIMMING

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BUDAPEST

Two teenagers — 17-year-old
David Popovici and Summer
McIntosh (15) — were the
centre of attention at the
World Swimming Champion-
ships on Wednesday.

Popovici claimed victory
in the men’s 100m freestyle,
and McIntosh won the wo-
men’s 200m butterfly.

In the other individual fi-
nals, 20-year-old Frenchman
Leon Marchand completed
the men’s medley double in
the 200m and Kylie Masse
won a second Canadian gold
when she took the 50m wo-
men’s backstroke.

The evening ended with
another of the US team’s vet-
eran stars, Katie Ledecky,
carving a place in the record
books with the winning wo-
men’s 200m relay team. It
was Ledecky’s 21Ist world

%’J : il- :
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100-200 freestyle double since 1973. = aFp & REUTERS

championship medal, more
than any other woman.
Australia took silver while
Canada, with McIntosh col-
lecting a second medal of the
day, held on for bronze.
Popovici, who had be-
come the first Romanian
man to win a world title
when he took the 200m
freestyle, became the first
man to do the 100-200 frees-
tyle double at the Worlds

since American Jim Mont-
gomery in 1973.

Dutchman Pieter van den
Hoogenband repeated the
rare feat at the Sydney Olym-

pics in 2000.
At 15, McIntosh is even
younger. The Canadian

broke the world junior re-
cord as she added the 200m
butterfly to the silver she had
won in the 400m freestyle
on the opening day.

A familiar adversary awaits Nadal

Spaniards calendar Slam bid faces Djokovic challenge on grass

WIMBLEDON

REUTERS
LONDON

Rafa Nadal’s hopes of win-
ning Wimbledon for the first
time in over a decade and
staying on track for the ca-
lendar year Grand Slam will
meet a familiar adversary in
Novak Djokovic who is bid-
ding to extend his domina-
tion at the grasscourt major.

For the first time in his ca-
reer, the Spaniard has won
the Australian and the
French Open back-to-back
and has the chance to be-
come the first man to win all
four majors in the same year
since Rod Laver achieved the
feat in 1969.

Serbian Djokovic finished
one match short of accom-
plishing it last season when
he won the first three Grand
Slams but lost to Russian Da-
niil Medvedev in the U.S.
Open final.

When Djokovic won Wim-
bledon for the sixth time and

IN BRIEF

Kyrgios withdraws
injured from Mallorca
MADRID

Nick Kyrgios withdrew from
the Mallorca Championships
on Wednesday due to an
abdominal injury. The
Australian was due to play
Roberto Bautista Agut in the
round of 16 but pulled out to
maximise his chances at
Wimbledon, which begins on
Monday. Kyrgios said he woke
up with a pain in his abs and
the tournament doctor
advised “that | don't play
tonight." arp

Kevin-Prince Boateng
signs new Hertha deal
BERLIN

Hertha Berlin has given
experienced midfielder
Kevin-Prince Boateng a
one-year contract extension
after he played a key role in
helping it avoid relegation
from the Bundesliga. arp

Gurpreet, Vijayveer win
25m stand. pistol golds
BHOPAL

Olympian Gurpreet Singh and
Vijayveer Sidhu won the 25m
standard pistol gold in the
men's and junior sections
respectively in the 20th
Kumar Surendra Singh
shooting championship here
on Thursday.

The results: 25m standard
pistol: Men: 1. Gurpreet Singh
580, 2. Vijayveer Sidhu 576,
3. Vijay Kumar 573; Juniors: 1.
Vijayveer Sidhu 576, 2.
Udhayveer Sidhu 570, 3. Sahil
Dudhane 567.

Medical staff to stand
trial for Maradona's death
BUENOS AIRES

Eight medical personnel,
including Diego Maradona's
family doctor and nurses, will
stand trial for criminal
neglect causing the Argentine
football legend's death while
receiving post-surgery care.
AFP

CcM
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Familiar foes: Nadal and Djokovic, the top seeds at
Wimbledon have been drawn to clash in the final if they
progress. =arp

the third in a row in 2021, it
was his 20th major title —
putting him in a three-way
tie with Roger Federer and
Nadal in the race for the
most Grand Slam titles
among men.

Relatively easy

Djokovic’s fans argue that
Nadal’s job was relatively ea-
sier at Melbourne Park this
year as he did not have to
beat the Serb who was not al-

lowed to defend his Austra-
lian Open title.

The 36-year-old Nadal,
who has not played Wimble-
don since his 2019 semifinal
loss to Federer, beat Djokov-
ic in the Roland Garros quar-
terfinals this month before
going on to lift a record-ex-
tending 14th French Open
title and 22nd major.

Nadal’s chronic foot pro-
blem will again be in focus
but his task at Wimbledon,

- —— — . . =
Rising stars: Mclntosh set a new junior world record in the women's 200m butterfly; Popovici became the first man to do the

Marchand, who claimed
the 400m title on Saturday,
grabbed the lead in the
breaststroke and held it on
the last lap to finish in
1:55.22s.

The results: Men: 100m frees-
tyle: 1. David Popovici (Rou)
47.58s; 2. Maxime Grousset
(Fra) 47.64s; 3. Joshua Liendo
Edwards (Can) 47.71s.

200m medley: 1. Leon Mar-
chand (Fra) 1:55.22s; 2. Carson

where he won in 2008 and
2010, is expected to be more
challenging with Djokovic
unbeaten there for 21
matches.

With world number one
Medvedev banned from tak-
ing part and second-ranked
Alexander Zverev missing
due to injury, Djokovic is the
top seed and Nadal number
two.

Main challengers

Matteo Berrettini, runner-up
last year, will fancy his
chances of challenging Djo-
kovic, having won titles on
grass at Stuttgart and
Queen’s in the lead-up.

The big-serving Berrettini
has won 20 of his last 21
matches on grass with his
only loss coming in the 2021
Wimbledon final.

Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz
will also count himself
among the challengers after
crushing Medvedev to win
the ATP 500 grasscourt tour-
nament in Halle, Germany.

Federer is most beautiful player I've
watched play: McEnroe

REUTERS
LONDON

Wimbledon is set to kick off
without Roger Federer for
the first time in over two de-
cades next week and with
the clock ticking down on
the Swiss maestro’s career,
John McEnroe said he was
grateful for being able to
watch him play the sport for

so long.
Federer, who turns 41 in
August, has undergone

three knee operations in the
last two years and has not
played a competitive match
since his quarterfinal defeat
to Hubert Hurkacz at last
year’s grasscourt Grand

VK. Pahuja swimming bulletin released

Slam. He won the Wimble-
don junior title in 1998 be-
fore turning professional the
same year.

Since making his debut at
the grasscourt Grand Slam
in 1999, Federer had not mis-
sed a single edition before
the 2022 tournament.

“Twenty years, you got to
look at the bright side,” se-
ven-time Major winner
McEnroe told reporters.

“You had a lot of time
where you got a chance to
watch this guy play and win
it numerous times. So, we
have to sort of hope that
whatever he decides he’s
happy with. He’s 40. He’s

made it this far. It’s
amazing.”

The 20-time Grand Slam
winner is expected to return
to the tour in September
when he teams up with Spa-
niard Rafa Nadal to play dou-
bles at the Laver Cup in
London.

“Roger Federer is a living
legend. We all know that,”
said McEnroe.

“He’s the epitome of what
you would want your kid to
be when they grew up. And
he’s the most beautiful
player I've ever watched
play. I idolised (Rod) Laver.
He’s kind of an updated Lav-
er to me.”

43rd edition of the 450-page work has six sections

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The 42nd edition of the V.K.
Pahuja swimming bulletin
was released by the former
Union Sports Minister JIten-
dra Singh here on Thursday.
The 450-page bulletin,
spread over six interesting
sections, has been compiled
by V.K. Pahuja’s daughter Dr.
Meenakshi Pahuja.

Listing of records
Featuring local, National,
and international records,
the book also has a compila-
tion of all Indian swimmers
who have represented the
country in international
competition over the last 50
years. It has articles by doc-
tors, lecturers, and
swimmers.

Dr. Meenakshi, a presi-
dential Nari Shaki Puraskar
awardee, is a long-distance
swimmer and serves as the
associate professor of Physi-
cal Education at Lady Shri

»
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Labour of love: The V.K. Pahuja swimming bulletin was
released by former Union Sports Minister Jitendra Singh,
right, on Thursday. The author Dr. Meenakshi Pahuja is
second from right. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Ram College.

V.K. Pahuja had served In-
dian swimming and water
polo for many decades and
was a member of the Inter-
national Swimming statisti-
cians Association.

Mr. Singh lauded Dr. Mee-
nakshi for sustaining the
great work of her father,
with suitable support from
her brother Priyank and sis-
ter Dr. Supriya.

The vice-chancellor of
PDM University, Prof. A.K.
Bakshi and former interna-
tional swimmer Sita Ram Sa-
woo were guests of honour
at the function.

Many swimmers were fel-
icitated and the efforts of
many others were appreciat-
ed. A special mention was
made of Delhi’s Kushagra Ra-
wat who is currently training
in Hungary.

Foster (USA) 1:55.71s; 3. Daiya
Seto (Jpn) 1:56.22s.

Women 200m butterfly: 1.
Summer Mclntosh (Can)
2:05.20s; 2. Hali Flickinger
(USA) 2:06.08s; 3. Zhang Yufei
(Chn) 2:06.32s.

50m backstroke: Kylie Masse
(Can) 27.31s; 2. Katherine Ber-
koff (USA) 27.39s; 3. Analia Pi-
gree (Fra) 27.40s.

4x200m relay: 1. USA (7:41.45s
(MR); 2. Australia 7:43.86s; 3.
Canada 7:44.76s.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BUDAPEST

Artistic swimmer Anita
Alvarez was dramatically
rescued from the bottom of
the pool by her coach after
fainting at the World
Aquatics Championships in
Budapest.

Andrea Fuentes leapt in
to rescue Team USA’s
Alvarez, who had sunk to
the bottom of the pool and
was not breathing after
completing her routine
during Wednesday night’s
solo free final.

“It was a big scare. I had
to jump in because the
lifeguards weren’t doing it,”
Fuentes was reported as
saying by Spanish
newspaper Marca.

Fuentes, dressed in
shorts and a T-shirt, dived
to the bottom of the pool
and dragged Alvarez to the
surface before being
assisted to get the stricken
swimmer to the edge of the

Ty -y

Presence of mind: Fuentes dragged Alvarez to the surface

before anyone else reacted. =arp

pool. “I was scared because
I saw she wasn’t breathing,
but now she is doing very
well,” said Fuentes. Alvarez
was taken on a stretcher to
the pool’s medical centre,
with teammates and fans
appearing to be in shock
poolside.

The US swim team later
released a statement saying
that Alvarez was doing
well.

Fuentes, a four-time
Olympic medallist, told

Spanish radio that Alvarez
had fainted due to the
effort expended during the
routine. “She only had
water in her lungs, once
she started breathing again
everything was OK,” said
Fuentes.

“It felt like a whole hour.
I said things weren’t right, I
was shouting at the
lifeguards to get into the
water, but they didn’t catch
what I said or they didn’t
understand.”

Shrivalli ousts Misaki, enters last eight

ITF WOMEN

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
GURUGRAM

Shrivalli Bhamidipaty fought
her way past seventh seed
Misaki Matsuda of Japan 6-2,
1-6, 6-4 in the pre-quarterfi-
nals of the $25,000 ITF wo-
men’s tennis tournament at
the Tennis Project in Balia-
was on Thursday.

On a particularly hot day,
Shrivalli showed the pa-
tience and the willingness to
battle it out, even when the
flow of the contest was not in
her favour.

Hard-fought win

In the quarterfinals, Shrivalli
will face Punnin Kovapitukt-
ed of Thailand who took two
hours and 41 minutes in
beating qualifier Vineetha
Mummadi 7-6(4), 6-1.

Eighth seed Karman Kaur
Thandi had her share of
trouble but continued to
serve hard and blast her fo-
rehands in beating Sowjanya
Bavisetti 6-3, 6-2. In the quar-

Serena’s
comeback
cut short by
Jabeur injury

Serena and Jabeur. =ReuTERrs

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
EASTBOURNE

Serena Williams’ Wimble-
don preparations suffered a
blow after doubles partner
Ons Jabeur withdrew from
the Eastbourne tournament
because of a knee injury on
Thursday. Williams had re-
turned to tennis at East-
bourne after 12 months
away, playing her first two
competitive matches since
she limped out of last year’s
Wimbledon in tears with a
leg injury.

The 40-year-old Ameri-
can and Tunisian partner
Jabeur made it through to
the Eastbourne semifinals
with wins over Maria Bouz-
kova and Sara Sorribes Tor-
mo in the last 16 and Shuko
Aoyama and Chan Hao-
ching in the quarterfinals.

But Jabeur’s injury de-
prives Serena of the chance
to hone further her grass-
court game ahead of the
start of Wimbledon on
Monday. Before Williams
made the surprise announ-
cement of her return last
week, rumours of retire-
ment had swirled around
her for several months. But
Williams has accepted a
wild-card at Wimbledon as
she bids to equal Margaret
Court’s record of 24 Grand
Slam singles titles.

UNLIMITED

Persistence pays: Shrivalli's patience and willingness to fight
yielded dividends. =KAMESH SRINIVASAN

terfinals, Karman will face
Vaidehi Chaudhari, who
overcame a hesitant start to

NK Khanna, Telefunken in
DDCA Hot Weather
tournament title clash

Shiva Singh’s unbeaten 100
and 54 not out by Yash Dhull
helped NK Khanna Club
beat Indian Air Force by
nine wickets and enter the
final of the DDCA Hot
Weather tournament.

In the other semifinal,
unbeaten half-centuries by
Deepak Khatri and Yogesh
Nagar saw Telefunken Club
beat Sonnet Club by six
wickets.

The scores: IAF 170 in 39 overs
(Ravi Chauhan 67) lost to NKKC
171/1in 20 overs (Shiva Singh
100 n.o., Yash Dhull 54 n.o.).
Sonnet Club 175/8 in 29 overs
(Himmat Singh 96) lost to
Telefunken Club 177/4 in 26
overs (Yogesh Nagar 66 n.o.,
Deepak Khatri 58 n.o.).
Pranav and Ankit

hog limelight

Pranav Pant top-scored with
128 runs and picked up
three wickets as Subhania
Club thrashed Young Delhi
Sports by 106 runs in the
DDCA Under-19 league. Also,
Ankit Bhadana picked up
eight wickets for just eight
runs as Ravi Brothers
wrapped up Malviya Club
for just 24 to win by 256
runs

In other games, Tanay
Aggarwal’s seven wickets for
11 runs saw RPCA beat
Paragon CC by 204 runs,
Harshit Tyagi’s century
helped Century Club beat
Three Star Club by 107 runs,
Mohd. Zaid’s five-wicket
haul led Pioneer CC to a
four-wicket win against NK
Khanna Club and three
wickets each by Sunder
Yadav and Vaibhav Tiwari
saw Tilak Nagar Colts beat
Delhi Blues Club by eight
wickets.

The scores: Subhania Club
317/4 in 50 overs (Pranav Pant
128, Vipul 84, Ashwani Chillar
68) bt YDS 211in 38 overs

beat Humera Baharmus in
straight sets. The top half
was packed with foreign

DELHI ROUND-UP

(Tushar Chawla 45, Astik 43,
Ayush Mudgill 43, Saurav 5/32,
Pranav Pant 3/28).

Ravi Brothers 280/4 in 35 overs
(Ajay Dabas 116 n.o.,
Harshvardhan Singh 50,
Bhuvan Tyagi 45) bt Malviya
Club 24 in 11.2 overs (Ankit
Badhana 8/8).

RPCA 279/9 in 50 overs (Anant
Singh 79, Krish Aggarwal 47,
Lakshay Aggarwal 45 n.o.,
Wasim 4/44) bt Paragon CC 75
in 26 overs (Utsav Mishra 23,
Tanay Aggarwal 7/11).

Century Club 265 in 46 overs
(Harshit Tyagi 119, Rishi 46,
Anshul Sharma 3/38, Rohit
Kumar 3/44) bt TSC 158 in 37
overs (Sunny 37).

NKKC 90 in 26 overs (Mohd.
Zaid 5/15) lost to Pioneer CC
94/6 in 17 overs (Vishu Yadav
45 n.o., Dhruv Chouhan 3/23).
DBC 122 in 40 overs (Sunder
Yadav 3/16, Vaibhav Tiwari
3/18) lost to TNC 126/2 in 27
overs (Ritik Mishra 52, Karan
Paswan 42).

Sapience, Ambika to

fight it out for honours in
RV Sports tournament

Four wickets by Manish
Sehrawat saw Sapience Club
beat Sehgal Club by five
wickets and enter the final
of the all-India RV Sports
tournament.

In the other semifinal, Akash
Antil’s match-winning 148
and Rahul Dagar’s 103
helped Ambika Amsterdam
beat Richa SDS by seven
wickets.

The scores: Sehgal Club 202 in
38 overs (Sultan Ansari 64,
Ankit Choudhary 50, Manish
Sehrawat 4/32) lost to
Sapience Club 205/5 in 32
overs (Shivam Bansal 48,
Bharat Sharma 35).

Richa SDS 354 in 39 overs (Lalit
Yadav 144, Priyam Garg 84,
Rohan Rawat 4/53, Vishal
Thakur 3/64) lost to Ambika
Amsterdam 355/3 in 37.5 overs
(Akash Antil 148, Rahul Dagar
103 n.o., Rituraj Sharma 59

n.o.).
»

players, with top seed Diana
Marcinkevica, Sofia Costou-
las, Saki Imamura and Anna
Ukolova making the
quarterfinals.

The results: Singles (pre-quar-
terfinals): Diana Marcinkevica
(Lat) bt Mansi Vadyala (US) 6-2,
6-0; Sofia Costoulas (Bel) bt
Ekaterina Yashina (Rus) 6-7(5),
6-1, 7-5; Saki Imamura (Jpn) bt
Viktoria Morvayova (Svk) 6-4,
7-5; Anna Ukolova (Rus) bt Mo-
moko Kobori (Jpn) 6-2, 6-4;
Karman Kaur Thandi bt Sowja-
nya Bavisetti 6-3, 6-2; Vaidehi
Chaudhari bt Humera Baharmus
7-5, 6-3; Shrivalli Bhamidipaty
bt Misaki Matsuda (Jpn) 6-2,
1-6, 6-4; Punnin Kovapitukted
(Tha) bt Vineetha Mummadi 7-
6(4), 6-1.

Doubles (quarterfinals): Sofia
Costoulas (Bel) & Elena Pridan-
kina (Rus) bt Vaidehi Chaudhari
& Mihika Yadav 6-1, 4-6, [10-5];
Saki Imamura (Jpn) & Priska
Nugroho (Ina) bt Punnin Kovap-
itukted (Tha) & Diana Marcin-
kevica (Lat) 6-4, 6-3;Gozal Ai-
nitdinova (Kaz) & Zeel Desai
w.o. Luksika Kumkhum &

Peangtarn Plipuech (Tha); Mo-
moko Kobori & Misaki Matsuda
(Jpn) bt Shria Atturu (US) &
Akanksha Nitture 6-0, 6-1.

West Delhi Academy
makes the final

Man-of-the-Match Dhanya
Nakra’s 71-ball 98 and three
wickets each by Tanishk
Yadav and Vansh Haltwal
saw West Delhi Academy
beat Dahiya Cricket
Academy by 99 runs and
enter the final of the first
Summer Under-14
tournament.

The scores: WDA 248/9 in 35
overs (Dhanya Nakra 98,
Rohan 67, Azimul Haq 4/33,
Vedansh 3/47) bt DCA 149 in
29 overs (Prince Mishra 59,
Tanishk Yadav 3/19, Vansh
Haltwal 3/31).

Mihier and Udit shine as
DPS, Vasant Kunj posts win

Mihier Dol Ganesh scored
an 84-ball 108 and Udit
Malik took five wickets as
Delhi Public School, Vasant
Kunj beat Tuli Cricket
Academy by 88 runs in the
Late Shyam Kumar
Under-14 tournament.

The scores: DPS 272/4 in 35
overs (Mihier 108, Advik
Solanki 64) bt TCA 184 in 29
overs (Kartik Sharma 39, Udit
Malik 5/40, Manoj Bhatt
3/33).

Push CA and KGF
register victories

Harman Devit’s 67 not out
saw Varun Cricket
Academy beat Push Cricket
Academy by seven wickets
in the Rising Cup Under-13
tournament. In another
match, KGF Sports India
beat Focus Cricket
Academy by four wickets.

The scores: PCA171/9in 35
overs (Daksh Digani 54, Aarav
Srivastava 35, Arjun
Choudhary 3/43, Vinayak
Chandriyal 3/19) lost to VCA
172/3 in 26.4 overs (Harman
Devit 67 n.o.).

FCA 62 in 15 overs (Piyush
4/20, Yash Bhatti 3/28) lost to
KGF 66/6 in 15 overs (Akshat
3/32).

M ND-NDE



