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BRIDEGROOMS WANTED

CALICUT BASED Thiyya girl, 26, Cor-
poiate Lawyer (Mumbai), LLB from
National law school, parenls Gazetied
officers, Caste no bar. 9633046765.

NAIR GIRL 28 /154 BE, He’vamzy
Chennal  sedd - employed (
Dosham), seeks from Nar Family.
9500012855

Classiftcation c
Jor Brides, Bridegrooms,
Brides & Grooms

Assamese

Awadhi

Bengall

Bhojpur]

Biharl

Chhattisgarhl

English

Gujarati

Haryanvi

Hindi

Kannada

Kashmirl

Konkanl

Malayalam

Manipuri

Marathi

Marwarl

Nepall

Oriya

Parsi

Punjabi

Saurashtra

Sindhi

Tamil

Telugu

Tulu

Urdu

Advocate

Business

Defence

Dactor

Engineer

Finance/ Banking

Government/ Quasi-Govt.

1AS/ Allied Services

Information Technology

MBA/ CA/ ICWA

NRI

Cosmopolitan

Divorcee

Physically Challenged
MARRIAGE BUREAUS
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS

HINDU VELLALA Pillsi 37 163
Visakam Fair MBA Working in Qatar
Wiling to Relocate to any Place
seeks well qualified Prefessional
Groom  rasnan1948@gmail com  Ct:
8122059734

PILLAVMUDALIAR, 33, Good looking,
MBBS, MD Final yr, Well Settied family

seeks Groom 33-35 years, Engineer/ |

Business/ Doclor, Ct: 9345855735

PILLAV MUDALIAR, 26 B.E Kettai
Working in Leading MNC, Reputed
Business Family Seeks Alliance for
His Daughter Call 38400 93322

Proposals invited for a Muslim
Divorcee (39 / 162), religious,
fair, doctor, financially mode-
rately stable, with two sons
(1449) settled in New Zealand,
from suitable persons or

Mob: 94470 04992

GROOMS WANTED KT sr;)zrm:\G Vellalar 28/157, Di-
r vorced Fair GIABE shot lived
']-I]-I'J-UL‘-1 l'i 'H'“”l requires educated GowyBank work-

ing groom unmaried or divorced.
CT: 63807 98748/84389 83733,

INTER CASTE Parents seek for daugh-
ter 27/156 SWE employed Chennal,
from suitable Hindu greom. 90032
87101

MATCH FOR FairSaiva Pillai gir,
Veg, Dentist, 24/158. Groom should
be well educated and wetking in
Singapore. Contact WhaisApp © +85
81670073

SEEKING ALLIANCE from CananaiUS
for Terente based Naidu girl, 31,
Product & Digitel Sirategy Ma.nager
Caste no bar. E all

HINDU NADAR Bride 34/163 B.Tech.
VP,BANK, Canada.Divorced within
1Udays Nullévoid PoosamKadagam.
Canada US.

ferrably working in

9941302113,

=4l
‘gmail.com Whatsapp: +91 B14B809085

OUR TWIN girls both BE/MNC 25/5.5ft
sliim setlled Chennai seeks suilable
Tamil muslim grooms CL:28412 17645,

CHRISTIAN 26/165 Bom again fair
good Iocking MS errflcyed Canada
seeks God fearing well educated em-
ployed wiling to sefile in Canada
Christian _groom. Caste no bar
9894234694

CS|I CHRISTIAN Nadar Gid Fair,
Goed Lecking, 03-04-1988 bom [/
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil, working as As-
sistant Professor in @ Reputed Wom-
en's Ccllege, Mount Road, Chennai.
Both Parents Dectors  (Private),
Sutable Alliance, Employed / Set-
ded in Chennai / Wih Clean
Hahits from Same Community. Con-
tact: 9841182514

CHRISTIAN NADARHINDU Nadsar Groom
only for wvery affluent Christian
Nadar PG g, Aprl 1892,
nadarbride1392@ gmail.com

SEEKING PROFESSIONAL Groom
for a God fearing CS| Christian Nadar
Biide. SWE Bangalare, 35 yrs/165 am,
25 L P.A. Conlact: 94438 83665

MUSLIM TAMIL 21 yrs fair studying
MBBS Chennai fgrooins below 26yrs,
SMS 94447 21694,

VANNIAR+ MUDALIAR 29/162, Fair
& Beautiful, B.Arch, Business, Chen-
nai,Only Daughler, Elile Family, Seeks
Affluent Business Groom Chennai or
Coimbalore-3840480334, 8939012419

HINDU, SC Adi Dravida, BE-MBA,
working in Accenure, Age - 29,
contact: 9444931081,

VANNIYAKULA KSHATRIYAR Fair, Slim,
25164, Avitam, B.E Seeks Groom
from Well Sefled family. Ct-
9840028346

HINDU ~NADAR, 1991

HINDU NADAR Sister Girls, age 28 /
23, Ht 167/167cms, M.E. Asst Prof /
BE {.T), Upper middle class. Seeks

~ Upper middle class, equally qualified

brother boys of age below 30 in job ar
business. Martiage both at a slage.
Conlact: 96265 15511

SCAD TAMIL Hindu 31/5f Ginch MBA
MNC BLR HR 16 LPA Seeks Suitable
Groom Centact 9483517089

HINDU/SC.AD, SIMMAMIMAGAM(26/5°2")
MCA, ITA @TCS 6.40Lp.a. Same
Caste  Groom  from  Chennai.
9840365908

WIDOW 34YRS B.Tech, well setfed
goed looking with Byr cld child.
Needs life pariner who is progres-
sive and broad minded. Age below
40yrs caste no bar 80727 50829 /
96846 95374

HINDU, VANIYA Chetiiyar Widew (2
Female Child Age 10& 6] 34yrs5.1
Feet, B.Com, Werked as Clerk in S.
Rly, Chennai. Seeks any BCMBC
Groom from Chennai. %444523701
9962987996

GAVARA, 30/15%c¢m, M.E., Divarce
without encumbrance, Parents-Central
Gowl. seeks qualified Groom from
middle/ affiuent family.Ct: 9489352752

MUDALIAR AVITTAM 26 155 B.E. fair
Non-IT Beangalore 6.6 Lacs pa.
seeks from  ChennaiBangalcre
9840143908

MUDALIAR: 26/160, Fair & Beauti-
ful, B.E, MBA {USA), Data Analyst,
MNC, USA, Elite Family, Seeks
Groom Abroad/ India - 8925019776

VANIYA CHETTIYAR Aswini Mesam 28/

163 MBBS, MD final year,Pulmonela-
gy.seeks DoctorIPS/IAS, Sub cast
no  barCt  sendhud4@gmall com
8148895304

MUDALIAR 24 /170 Pooram BA PGDIB
Ch seeks Affluent Business Profile
in Chennai Ct Geetham 9884858014

HINDU NADAR BEMBA 30/170cm 100000
Income Seeks Suitable Groom KA Ra-
man Madar 9380731939

HB5CM,
MBBS.MD_ {/ Poosam,
Kalagam, Fair seeks Suitable Groom.
reshmimg 1@ gmail.com, 9942085205

TAMIL HINDU, 1989 Bom, Homely
Bride, Rich Family, Hastham, sceks
Gmcm. 1984 - 89 Born, Unmartied,

Well seflled Business
Family in  South

India, CNB,
smjmduad &yahoo.com

TAMIL YADAY, Widow, |
1976 born, Chennai, IT profession-
al. Seeks simlar mach. VEG
prefd; CNB. Ct 8333042966,

t |

AGAMUDAYA MUDALIAR 24,158
cms, Doclor working as J.RJIPMER,
Father Advocate. Mother Doctor. Loo-
king suitable well educaled Groom
from same community Ct: 9443242281

DOCTOR, PURSUING Di, AlIMS Delhi,
28160, Tamil, Hindu, Mudaliar,
Makam, seeks suitable groom, Mas-
ters/PhD in any field. Contact par-
ents 9860016674, 9449621952,

WANTED POSTGRADUATE, prciessmna!—
ly setled grom in India

Vadakalai Bharadwajam Hastam, Dec
1987, 178 cms. BALLB (Hons), dou-
ble PG bride. Kalai no bar. Email
matrimonynewl? @gmail.com

MCH SURGICAL OnchUQHOngumg]
27, sft Binch, siim, goed locking,
Rohini, Rishabam seek DM / MCH /
DrNB deing vegetarian groom, 27-
30, fom Chennal. CNB. Contact
6383189302

DOCTOR GIRL MD Anesthesiology 32/
165 from affluent elite family of
doctorsWerking in  top  hospital
Chennai. Fair beautiful geod man-
nered andoultured. Father decior
Kerala Nar . Engineer & Dector
gacoms with MO MS MCh DM from good
rnly background from Kerala agd
T

amilNadu preferable.
9840050381 9840985383

WANTED MEDICAL PG or MBBS Bride
Groom For A Medical PG Bride.
9677366350

TAMIL VISWAKARMA Gowi Doclor
Bride MD (GM) 31/167 Fair Vishagam
Seeks Doctor / Engineer / Govt. Officer
Bridegroom Ct ; 84459 64285

HINDU SC-PR, 26yrs/ 5.6', Poosam,
Kadagam, MBBS, Gov. Medical
Officer, Parents Govt secks MBBS/
MD/MS, ongoing PG Groom preferably
Govl. below 30 years. 94446 53587/
97881 54437

MUDALIAR/HINDU YELLALA PILLA| Doc-
tor girl.MBBS:24 yrs{i53 om Bha-
reni, well setled doctor family
seeks é;ruan' MDMS/Superspeciality
below 30 yrs from well seftled fam-
lly .Ct7010368515 / DRNS0097@
MAIL.COM

|

REQUEST SUITABLE alliance , for &
28 yr old gil from Kerala ,had Du-
al degree MTech from IIT Chennai .
currently working inChennai. Be-
lengs to Hindu SC ParavarStar
Vishekham,caste no bar. contact no
9847573461 email mohznanks @
hoimail.cem

™
K

HINDU SC AD 27 Fai, B.E Tiichy
Seeks Groom from Same Caste:
9750040358 / 9442539235

27, FAIR, B.Tech, M.8, working in
Chennai D/O Ex MLA, G.D/O EX
MP, Seeks setled groom CNB.
I 9489935653

CASTENOBAR CHETTIAR/ 1977 Nov /
MCA/ Fair and Ve;r young Looking
Seeks Hindu forward community Con-

dsree202203 @gmail.com,
Fh 9790775450

HINDU SC/AD 28yis/180cm BE., ECE
Chennai seeks Professionally qualified
groom below 32 yis. Ct: 9710843632

MUDALIAR 33/ 152 PG Dector Thiru-
vathiral seeks PG Doctors/ Busi-
ness family/  Highly  gualified
groom befween 33-36 yrs. CNB. Ct
9884202884

CHETTIAR- CNB 31/170 fair bt
B.Tech, PGDM- IIM- Calcutia/ MNC
40L. Req equelly edu Groom Ct
8300665039

AUG 1979 bem Associate Professor
in Eng. College, Hastham star, Kan-
ni Rasi Fair Homely Girl seeks Edu-
cated Groom from Thuluva Vellala
Mudaliyar, Ct 9840477890 / 044-
42847373,

VK KSHATRIYA Hindu Chennal CA girl
30/5ft linch expects greom from
Chennal. Preferably CA. Caste no
bar 9500100848/3840200907

HINDU NADAR 27, MBBS, Bharani
Mesham, Suddha Jalhagam, Seeks
Good looking Doclor. C1:9965252880.

ASST. PROF. Tuluva Vellal Mudaliar
Geed locking Gil 34 Uthirattathy,
Meenam,  Ph.D(Physics),  Family
Seeks Aliance from First and Un-
mariied Bachelor Bridegrocm Aged
34-36 Yrs, Employed, Caste no bar.
Contact: After 7 PM; 7550245659

ALLIANCE INVITED from professional-
Iy qualified Greom well placed
within India from upper dlass fami-
ly with clean habits for a chamn-
ing fair lyengar Vadakalai Girl
27, 150cms, Koundinya, Meolam 4th
padam, BTech MBA, Chennai employed
belenging tc educated [/ affiuent
family. %’Engan' Iver/ any brahmin
acmptabie Age difference 3
years. Horoscope matching opiien-

g opli
al. Call whatsepp 9843341234 or||

9843902242

37 YRS |Iyer gii divorcee, no
kids, seeks well educated working
groom age gap upte 5 yrs, clean
habits, same community, except
koundinya getra, Chennai cnly!
9940332928

Catholic Adidravida
Bride M.TECH (CSE),
24 yrs | 154 cm,
SOFTWARE ENGINEER
in CAPEGEMINI
[Chennai]. Parents seek
suitable groom from
SOFTWARE
PROFESSIONALS.

wil@ 9999143

GROOMS WANTED
Vannizr + Mudalar (Caste No Bar]:
19/162, Fair & Beautiful, B Arch, Father is
aBusiness Man, Chennai, Affluent Family,
Seeks Groom Rich & Afluent Business
Family From Chennai or Coimbatore

| B.E50000, Business Family,
! Property,CNB. 7299576644,7289576666

HINDU AGAMUDAYAR, 28/148, B.E,
M.5, Design Engr. Germany seeks
well educated Groom working at Ger-
many - same caste, Ct: 9442883070

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS
DCH Doctor, working in Govt Hospital,
seeks suitable groom. CL8443680973

44 Yrs, SC - Madiga Telugu Christian
Chennai /diploma/ invid decent family.
Phone - 93908 45532

BALIJA, 1990 bom, CA trplet, 5ft
Sinch charming seeks professicnal
greom, ct. 7339373793

NAIDU, 40/150cm, Uthirattathi, Ph.D.,
AssLProf, 1st Marriage seeks suilable
Groom. Sub sectNo Bar. 7358166806

NAIDU DIVORCEE Ne issues 1977
Slim, MNC Transfer Job, Caste nc
ar. Wanted Employed  Groom.
9443344936

24 MANAI Telugu Chetty BE.MBA 25/
162/55 working in pvi bank chen-
nal. 8790919406 gplvesudevan@
yahoo.com

o

YADAVA 28 B.Tech Girl Veg Chennai
seek well setled famiy groom.
Whatsapp _ Heroscope &  Phote:
9791167005

BRAHMIN 32/182cm BE, MBA MNC
HR. professional 8Lacs PA. seeks sui-
table Brahmin Educated bride. contact:
7667724408/g.nishanth85@ gmail.com

HINDU DEVENDIRA kula vellalar

M.E., 281167 Asst. Engg. in PWD
secks suitable  bride8248195168,
8667380725

NAIDU 25/167, FairVery Beautfful,
100.Cr

Naidu Girl 30/158 with H1B Visa in
USA from Educated Family Seek Alli-
ance from Maidu Boy (Balija Kapu/
others} with PR/ H1B Visa Working in
USA. Conlact +91 8985039128,

|

SEEKING PRACTICING SMU with

* no Dargah practices, never-martied

bridegroom, 36 yrs or below / 170cm
or above, BE / BTech / MCA, IT pro-
fessional, working abroad or in Tamil
Nadu / Bangalore for my employed,
MCA, MPhil educated, never-marricd,
pious, piight by nalure, 1987 borm /
185¢m good-looking daughter. Please
wirite to : 90037 31213 or
farhath_abbas @yahoo.com

SMU GIRL 27/185 B.Tech Team Lead
MNC Chennai Seeks Suitable Aliance
Conlact: 9442141520/
kbegum@823@gmail.com

SMU PARENTS Secks Alliance PG Doc-
tor, CA Greom for Daughter 27,
Slim, Fair MS, Ophthal” Werking
9444024991

RIDES WANTED

Seeks groom below 38yrs CNB pre- | |

SM FOR my son 39/5ft Binch/ Masters/
IT Si. Software Consultant in Leading
MNC. Ph: 8951722037 or 8919967453

TELUGU SC Mala groom, 29, 175 cm,
handsorme, B.Tech and Masters, frem
well to do educated family, work-
ing in UK. , seeks educated beau-
fifll bride between the age 23-27.
Caste or languege no bar. Chris-
fians can also apply. No brokers.
Send bio, phote 1o raagaswara07 @
gmail.com.

KONGU VELLALAR Gounder 35yis
BE. MNC Bangalore, 13 LPA, UnMar-
ried, seeks sulable Educated Bride
from same casle - 9886572314

WANTED BRIDE for Mambiar youth,
27 Years, fair, 177cm, Post giaduate
Engineer from IIT, Employed as Pnsl

SAIVA MUDALIYAR Well Settled 41/
165 M.Tech employed divorce seeks
bride below 38 yrs. Contact:
7824940197

MUDALIAR: 28/178, Handscme, B.E,
MS (USA), Process Eng, MNC, USA,
1000008 PA, Affluent Family, Seeks
Bride Abroad / Indiz - 7305810258

INTERCASTE PARENTS Krithigai 27/
178 B.Sc MBA US Voice Sr. AR seeks
suitable  bride  Caste  nobar
0840388489

1984 AUG Bomn 188Cms, Advocate
{Bank & Co.) seeks Educated &
Good Leoking Bride Veg Only Ct:
9841298539

REDDIYAR 32 Swathi,Thulam B.A IT
60,000pm Seeks any Deg Good Family
No Expectation, Chennai: 9789015037
VANNIYAKULAKSHATRIY A 32 BE Mech
Viruchigam Kettai Own IT Infras-
fructure Services well Setfeled af-
ﬂuem family, Chennai seeks em-

TAMIL, 56 yrs Healthy, well set-
tled, officers, Ceimbaicre  Seeks
independent well setled broad-
maindedLady above 42. as soulmate
& companion ¢t 7397087032
mducbe18@ gmail.com

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL, MS USA, 30
Years 185 cm. Currenily working in
Germany as & Senior Logistics Man-
ager. Employed prior in U.SA for
four years and two years in Dubai.
Well Setfed Family. Star Hastham
& Backward Community. Seeks well
Educated, Hindu Bride (Caste Nc
Bar) for their only Son. Mobile
9840041041

gln ood  family d
e, 6360823434

SC/IAD 29167 Fair Mirugasirishem
BE SBI (Assotiate) 5L/ pa seeks
suitable employe bride.  Ct:
9840515359

THULUVA NAIYAKAR Pacradam
39/154 Whealish DME & Ac Fridge
Mech. Own Housedlob, Seeks. bride.
Caste No Bar. Cont: 3940630864

PILLAI MUDALIYAR Punarpoosam 35,
1756 CM MCA Software MNC 3L / PM
Bangalore Seeks Graduate Bride CT
:9176245009,8143351235

VANNIYAKULA KSHATRIYA Groom 3dyrs
B.A. 178cm Handsome, Own Business.
Seeks  Fair, Homely  Bride.
8933140160

HINDU (AD), MBBS - 29 Fair -
Pooratadi, Kumbam {Seeks alliance}
C1:9940622977.

Graduale Engineer in Q
Bangalore. Middle class family nf
Kannur Distiict Kerala, mother is em-
ployed in Slale Gov and father is a
Group A officer of central govt. In se-
aich of stitable Gitls {similarly quali-
fiediwell employed al Bangalore/well
employed elsewhere but hansferable
1o Bangalote) from Nambiar/ Poduval!

PROFESSIONAL WORKING in Chennai
seeks graduate/post graduate woman
aged bet. 45-50 years widow & di-
vorcee. Caste religion no  bar.
86673 87568

CHETTIAR (CNB) 29/175cm M.Tech
MBA (UK} far, Seeks BEMedical pro-
fessional Bride. Ct: 6381980158,

Menon/ Nair/ similar c ha-
ving age below 25. Interested parents
please contact parents of bridegroom
with Horoscopic delails o
2023kiishna8191@gmail.com. Whats-
app number may please be given for
furlher communicalion

MUDALIAR, DIVORCE, 34 M.Tech,
14Lacs P.A178cm, Smartseeks Suit-
able BrdeCNB  Ci8778514465/
7200868348

NEVER MARRIED lyer Brahmin, Ker-
ala, 41 yrs, Kerala govemment ser-
vice, seeks unmaried Brahmin
bride 32-36 yrs 0400442475

IYER, 41 Years, Self employed Char-
tered Accountant eams 25lakhs per
year. Right leg slightly short. He

can walk and drve vehicle nomal-
. Need Suitable Brde. Call
9994334568

MD (CLINICAL) Marathi Brahmin Bey
1980 5'10° Chennai Based Seeks
Tamil Telugy Marathi Doctor Gid
MDMS{Clinical) & alse State/ Cen-
tral Govt Dector's.Ct:3968267797/
9368287782

BRAHMIN IYER VADULANM Uthiram Nov
1977 BSc {MCA) MNC, IT 24Lakh PA
Seeks unmarried  Brahmin  Gid
9841071359

IYER Vadama Gaiga Ayilyam-2
1973 Sep 168cm Siw USA ,boy cmng
June, seeks bride.9444815698,email:
tukimani46 @yahoo.com

BRAHMIN IYER 33 B.E (Mech) working
in Mumbai, drawing 14 Lakhs per an-
num, Pooram 1st Padam {as per
Vakia Panjangam Magham 4th padam)
Kaundinya Gothram Father Brahacha-
ranam Mother Vadama only Son Affiu-
ent Family, Own House Seeks Decent
Employed Gir.Subsect No Bar.
9445005392 /3444865392

HINDU PILLAI 52{160cm Agriculture,
Seeks Bride (CNB},CT:9768881674.

EliteMatrimony.com

Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite from Matrimony.com Group

PILLAT, 32, 178 cms,
Lvesin Coonat Eer o

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

dnmn Family is
Looking for a

r, BBM from UK.

Banki
working and eduralnd
community. Contact:

worth. Lool
match from any community.

MUDALIYAR BOY MS Engineer in
Sweden.180/76 from affluent cos-

mopolitan  family.  Uthiradam 35
caste no bar. Gt 9884187197,

RC Anglo-Indian 35/160 B.Tech, SW
Engr in reputed Mulli-national compa-
ny seeks suitable Bride. Caste & De-
nhomination no Bar. C1: 9841462791

MIDDLECLASS WIDOWER need be-
lewdyrs lady for life parmer,
without any encumbrance in chen-
nal, 8105073838

37 YRS Fair Urdu Sunni Muslim MS
MCh Orthe Surgeen Chennai Divorced
Seeking MDMS Dector Biide Ct:
Jatahmed33@ gmail.com

G DOCTOR MD Radiclegy 35 years Hin- ‘

du, Tamil , SC Pendichery seeks
Decter Gid.Contact.7708756395

BRIDE WANTED

MBBS DOCTOR, Naidu,
Age 27 years, Parenis Docto
own Hospital in Coimbatore.
Well to do family.
Seeks a suitable Fair Doctor
girl from an educated family
Contact:

98422 72255

HINDU IYER only sen 33 / 8 f MBA
[ upper middle class working in
Pvi. sector {Pursuing Camatic Mu-
sic) in Chennai seeks alliance
from Hindu gifs. Language sub
sect no bar. WhatsApp- 9342425683

1985/75CM, IT. 30 Lakhs PA. Chen-
nal. Father Doctor. Seeks well edu-

THANJAVUR SAIVAPILLAI 26/165 BE,
Civil, Wheatish, Makaram seeks em-
ployed groom contzct: 6380810427

SUPREME RICH Hindu Madar 28,
BE. Industrialist  {Only  Daughter)
Fair,Seeks Groom . Ct: 7305491610

HINDU PR 29/160 BE, MS in US, em-
ployed in US H1B visa seeks suitable
groom from USUK/Canada or willing
to setlle in USUKCanada Ct
9945223333

SC, AD{KONGU) 30/151, BE (PSG-CBE)
8BI, Hastham, upper middle class,
own house, properties seeks suit-
able groom, cast ne ba-CT:
9443702720

Ct: 94864-89438
remp2021@gmal m

AGAMUDAYA THEVAR 40/165 MBA
working USA Divorcee No kids, Seeks
suitable well Employed Groom below
age 45. CT: 93633 33297.

HINDU VANNIYAR Girl 25/155 M.Sc,
B.Ed, Anusharm, Viruchigam, Wheatish
seeks Educaled Groom. 9940678478

»

l. for R?r?d’:g
h'no:tcurr\,%rm F'Illal.fMudaiwar
6366448345

CASTE NO BAR/ MUDALIVAR, 30, 175
Software Professional, MS. Lives in Australia, Faﬂ'ler
is a Businessman. Famihrlsaﬁluentwlma
Looking for a compatible and

1 9382268?&9

net
well adummm
: 6366448346

ELITE GROOMS WANTED
MUDALIYAR, 28, 163 cms, Doctor, MS(OG) froma
Reputed Medical College. Lives in Ranipet. Father is
a Businessman. Mother is

Chennal. Father is a Businessman. Looking for a like
minded Business and educated match from
‘community. Contact: 6366448345

CASTE NO BAR, 25, 173 cms, Doctor, Mi

D/MS.
Lives in Salem. Father owns Hospital. Family ls
affluent with good net worth. Looking for
compatible and well educated Doctor match frum
any similar community. Contact: 6366448346

Call for Free Consultation @ 99629 760

a Homemaker. Lnnklng

Iyer, Aailyam,
Moudgalya Gothram,
25 years, 5.3,

Degree in Mass Communications, |
planning to do Masters, Presently|
Working in a Advertising]
Agency in Bengaluru with Income|
of Rs, 18 lacs per annum Seeks)
Suitable Educated Broad Minded
Brahmin Bride.

Subsect No Bar
email:

uent with a good net worth. ing S g
Compatinie and vl edicated math from Redd | for 3 wel educated match from siar nimishamba22 @ gmail.com
community only. Contact: 6366448346 inIndia. Contact: 6366448343 BRIDE WANTED

A AN 4
CASTE NO .ARIDEV‘I‘HI:-‘adZT |17B :r_gs, MUDALIYAR, 24, 163 cms, Not Working, IYER BRAHACHARANAM
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38 YEARS Nair boy from Ceimbatere,
working in HCL Technologies (WFH)
seeking alliance from a decent fam-
ily. Brekers please excuse. Cen-
tact: +81 9894546059

HINDU NAIR, 36/189, Uthradam,
Handsome, Gowtj job, Divorcee without
issue sceks beautiful Bride from (Nair/
Saiva Vellalar/ Vellalar) Poor/ Middle
Class Family. Ct : 8807525679

IYER BOY Pune, Mid forties, looks
younger, Unmarried, PG, MNC now
business, good monthly income, own

" house, seeks bride, educated 35-41

middle class, poot fly, no demands, Di-
voicee Ok Caste no bar, Employed/
unemployed.8895096272,8975539063

RC VELLALAR B.Tech. 38 /172 Prapri-
eter Fitness Centre Seeks Quali-
fied & Employed Brde. Cast Ne
bar, Ph, 9840266592

CHRISTIAN NADAR, 34yrs/178cms,
MBBS with dip in G Private

PENEIONEH 75, Expects Healthy Pi-
ous Life Partner arcund 70 Brahmin
1 Non Brahmin Woman Ct: 79048 21292

HINDU TAMIL, 1984 Bam, Revathi,
Groom From Rich Business family,
Maduraj, Seeks Good looking Bride,
from South India. CNB.
smjmduad @yahoo.com

Not Impnrtarlr,

SC_Arunthathiyar 28/180 cm M.Sc
M.Phil Clinical Psychology warking in
Put Hospital, Cbe Rs.50K pm Own
House, Seeks suitable educaled Bride
{Divorce Excuse) Ct: 9486100717.

NATTUKKOTTAI CHETTIAR 37yrs IT
Mar.{computer) Rs.12 Lakhs PA seeks
Bride.CNB. 9884888588 / 8754548204
40yrs, Upper Middie Class Reddiar,
M.E., working in US secks unmariied
girl, age 30-36, CNB. Ct. 9677071874
CENTRAL GOVT officer, Chennai
58yrs Hindu widower with 13yrs old
daughter secks suitable ife partner,
Caste, Community No Bai. Spinster,
Divorcee, Widow withoul encumbrace
prefemred. Contact: 91235 30616

TAGAMUDAYAR, 29/172, Pooradam,
B.E, Fair, SWE, 20 L pa secks suitable
Bride preferably SWE/ Doctor. Ct:
85080 99103

Tamil Hindu Adi-Dravida Fair BE
Mech in Hyd MetroRail Project 26/172
Simma / Puram seeks Biide Same
Casle Doctors/Engg below 25 Fair
Mob: 9444815129,

58, DECENT, Well Setiled Seeking

Issueless Widow / Divorcee. Con-
tact : 7401489892

5'8 Mudaliar Boy Bomn in Feb 90
well settled working in Central Govt
Rural Bank (RRB) near Hyderabad
salary 8 lacs PA seeks Bride 52
above conlact no 9866229004

sevice good looking lives n;Nagercml
Divorcee seeks same caste qualified an.
Bride/Divorcee above 28yrs. C: 90039
83230,

Christian Vellalar 31/183, Fair BE &
BSc., Hotel Management, Asst.Mana-
ger in Reputed Hotel. Seeks working
bride in any BC. Ph: 9444342703

CSl CHRISTIAN Nadar, Tiunelveli
Dist well setled MS wiling to
live in USA 25yrs seeks bride from
community, any professional.

CSI CHRISTIAN NADAR GROUP 1,
27yrs/ 175, fair well setled fami-
Iy kanyakuman dist, Ct: 9443792181

MUSLIM DIVORCE Boy. 35/178 B.E
MS{USA) Own Industry in Chennai &
Abroad, Affluent family. 9445556810

' MUDALIAR AGE 32, March 1980,170

CmB.Tech|T  professional, 12LPA,
Rasi Thulam chithirai-3  Seeking
Bride good looking Graduate Em-
ployed, Educated ~Family. Contact

| 9382617000.

SAIVA PILLAI 34, 5% 8inch, fair
and handsome, BE (Telecom), Offi-
cer Indian Army Tech Branch, 20
lacs PA, son of retd amy officer
lcoking for affable and well edu-
cated gid. Equal and sub caste no
bar. 9448307862,

Ct: 98404 80334, 89390 12419 | | cated bride. WhatsApp: 86200 12248
Salva Plllal, UK Doctor VACEUN B A E G e
romancatholic
27/180 Slim Falr nmm, boy 38/175 social worker in Canada
seeks Tamll boy PR gDidEl inviled suitable afliance. Ph:
9349350333
working In UK
below 30 years of age || BRAHMIN YOUTH 48 yis / 54", De-
ree, own compuler shop, Other casle
from reputed famlly || 8™ oo aso ¢

9847704391,

WANTED HINDU Educated Employed
Malayalee Bride fcr MBA Gold Meda.l
ist Groom 33yrs(i78cms Own Bi

ness. Caste no Bar Ph: %OD(MES&LH
7337311680

Nair Boy, Advacate in Pondicherry 35
Yis sceks Alliance from well settied
Nair Family. 8072507037/ 9824949009

VISWAKARMA (G.S) Uthiradam 42/
168, Bachelor, Dodlor, Principal in Pvt
Medical college, Bangalore secks sui-
table  bride. Ct 9480611093,

5- 7349544114, 9448655053,

NAIDU 31/16dem ME Asst. Professor
Chennai-Divorcee secks suilable Bride
Unmarried/ Divorcee - no issue- Naidu/
Mudaliar/ pillai’ Reddiyai/ Chettiar pref.
Contad : 94456 83308 / 94430 52596,

HINDU AGAMUDAY A hugaliyar,AC. Raghzv

an,28/170cm, Fair,Vinuchigam,
Anusam, M.Tech, Pyt nﬂﬂﬂﬂf— Soeks
same Cast Bride. Ci:9150727763,
8778663911

HINDU DIVCRCEE Male age 40 {Scft-
ware) seeking bride. Caste no bar.
9940109584

SC AD DIVORCEE 31 BE Canara Bank
Manager 90,000/month seeks suit-
able bride. 9962310155205

MUDALIAR 29/168, Kettai BE Mech
As.55000 PM, own house CBE. Secks
Bride. Cl: 8597772438/ 8489272439.

MUDALIAR BOY Avitlam, 28/177 BE
& P G. Dip. Sr.SW Engr - American
MNG - Chennai, Clean Habits seeks
Educaled Bride, well settled Family.
Sub-sec! No Bar.Watsap: 9444832577

: |
38 ¥rs, SC - Madiga Telugu Christian
Chennai based Working in USA / Fa-
mily Invtd Smart wkg life pariner. Pho-
ne: 93908 45532

NEVER MARRIED, G/B Naidu, 42/183
LLB, B'lore based seeks same caste
educated Bride below 35 yrs with good
family background, call:9900855784.

RICH MILL Owners, Kamma Naidu27,
B.Tech., own Spinning MillsWind-
mills Sclar Firms etc., (Madurai)
seeks Rich Bride 7200067015

Velanadu Vaidika Brahmin, Haritasa,
Pushyami, SWE Looking for Suitable
Unmaried Telugu Brahmin gil, age
above 35y+ working or nol woiking
conlact : Parvattamma, Plot No 121 F2
JJ Shelters 28th Sticet Shankar Nagar
Pammal chennai 75.

AGAMUDAIYAR MUDALIYAR, 44, Pooram,
Simam, BE. (E&C) 1 Lac Per
Month, First Mariage, Own House,
Seeks Suitable Alliance. Caste Mo
Bar. No Brokers, Ct: 9600011225

IYENGAR 44/170 vadcolam, punar-
poosam, working in MNC 15k/PM
Seeks suitable  bride  Iyer/lyengar
9940583443

Saiva Pillai 26/ 180 M Tech MNC
Bangalore / Well Educated settled Par-
enls seek Suitable Educated Employ-
ed Bride. Contact: 9442649298,

CNB, NADAR, 1980/165, M.A.B.L.,
HC, Advacale, Rich only son seeks DL
Engg, Employed Bride. 94888 88619

NAIDU 27/177, Handsome, B.E, Indus-

trialist, Business Family, 100.Cr
Property, CNB. 7299576644,
7299576666

BALIJA 37/170 Meclam B.Com busi-
ness 50€/pm own house, Chennai
seeks educated good family brde
9840696452

TELUGU BRAHMIN 6000 NIYOGI
Koundiya-34 yrs, 172 cms BE- Asst
Mar (5.5 LPA% Secks suitable bnde
Subsect N Bar. Ct: 9620993580

GAVARA NAIDU, 38/180, Uthiradam,
Maharam, B.E.,M.S{Engg}, Chief Engr,
MNC Chennai, 15L PA, First Mariage

CHETTIYAR, 24MANAI Telugu, MBA,

46, 5.4H%. young looking divorcee! |

no kids, worked with al major
Telecom companies as senior manag-
er, now owns mid size Iniemet so-
lutions Pt Ltd. company &t Madu-
rai wih TRAI's Cai-C license,
J0lacs pa., own house, seeks
bride below 42, unmaried, di-
vorceewidow, Caste nc bar, Mob:
8379257330

IYER BOY, Bharadwaja Gothram, star
Kettai, 32, 6.1 F1, M.Tech, Puducherry
Govt UDC, @ lacs per anhum, own
house, Flal, Preference Graduate girl,
Employment not must, Subsect no ba,
Mo expeclations Ct 9443887454,
9789445577

secks Educated Bride. C1:9487272897

ALLIANCE INVITED for our son, 28
yis, 6R, very fair, BBM Graduate
working in MNC Bangalore (GLPA}.
from an educated, religious, Urdu
speaking decenl family, from
Karnataka, Andhra, Telangana,

Tamil Madu. Confact- 8088293949,
8861750596,

37 YRS Fair Urdu Sunni Muslim MS
MCh Ortho Surgeon Chennai Divorced
Secking MDMS Docor Bide Ct:
jafahmed33@gmail.com

MUSLIM DIVORCE Boy. 35178 BE

MS{USA} Own Industry in Chennai &
Abroad, Affluent family, 9445556810
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Policeman killed in J&K
in fourth such targeted
attack since May
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COVID-19 worsened
matters in Sundarbans,
says UN report
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Zelensky visits southern
Ukraine front as battle
rages in Donbas
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Modi inaugurates
revamped temple
AHMEDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday unfurled
aflag after inaugurating the
revamped Mahakali temple,
which was destroyed by the
15th century Gujarat ruler
Mahmud Begda.

STATES b PAGE 3

Will fix Rajinder Nagar's
drinking water woes: CM
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Saturday acknowledged
that shortage of drinking
water was an issue facing the
residents of Rajinder Nagar
and promised toresolveit.
CITY b PAGE 2

BJP using prnbe agencies
to threaten MLAs: Cong.
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra Congress on
Saturday accused the BJP of
using the Central agencies to
threaten Congress MLAs to
vote for the Opposition party
in the Council polls on June 20.
H »PAGES
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Centre offers to sweeten Agmpath deal

Defence, Home
Ministries promise
job reservation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Amid continuing protests
and violence over the new
Agnipath scheme for recruit-
ment of soldiers into the
armed forces, the Centre has
offered a slew of support
measures to accommodate
Agniveers in various govern-
ment departments after
their four-year service.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has approved reserva-
tion for Agniveers for jobs
within the ambit of the De-
fence Ministry. Several other
Union Ministries have also
promised the same.

Mr. Singh on Saturday
gave his nod to a proposal to
reserve 10% of the job vacan-
cies in the Defence Ministry
for Agniveers meeting the
eligibility criteria. “The 10%
reservation will be imple-
mented in the Coast Guard
and defence civilian posts,
and all the 16 defence public
sector undertakings
(DPSUs). This reservation
would be in addition to exist-
ing reservation for ex-servi-
cemen,” the Defence Minis-
try said in a statement. The
announcement was l'l'lﬂdE ﬂt"
ter Mr. Singh chaired a meet-
ing with the three Service
chiefs at his residence.

Necessary amendments to
relevant recruitment rules

Arresting violence: A group of Railway Protection Spemal Force personnel patrollmg the
violence-hit Secunderabad junction railway station on Saturday. =nAGARA GoPAL

will be undertaken to imple-
ment these provisions, the
Ministry ~ said  adding,
“DPSUs will be advised to
malke similar amendments to
their respective recruitment
rules. Necessary age relaxa-
tion provision will also be
made.”

Home Ministry promise

On similar lines, the Ministry
of Home Affairs too an-
nounced a decision to re-
serve jobs covering 10% va-
cancies in the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) and the
Assam Rifles for Agniveers
and also give three years’ age
relaxation beyond the pre-

BJP targets JD(U) over violence

Home Ministry glves VIP securlty cover to Bihar BJP leaders

AMARNATH TEWARY

PATNA

As the anti-Agnipath stir
continued for the fourth
consecutive day in Bihar, the
BJP, part of the ruling al-
liance, on Saturday accused
the State administration of
targeted vandalism and said
“if it [violence] continues, it
will not be good for
anyone”, The Janata Dal (Un-
ited) reacted saying that the
Chief Minister knew how to
run the administration.

The Union Home Ministry
has accorded VIP security
cover of the Central Reserve
Palice Force to at least 10 Bi-
har BJP legislators and lead-
ers, including Deputy Chief
Minister Renu Devi and State
BJP president Sanjay Jaiswal,
citing threat to them in the
wake of the violent protests.

“Nothing wrong with
protest as everyone has got
the right to oppose. We are
from different political par-
ties and everyone has got the
right to protest but targeting

Security personnel patrolling
the streets of Patna during

the Bihar bandh. «e1i
people at the behest of admi-
nistration, torching offices
of a particular party with the
police acting as mute specta-
tors is wrong. What isn't
happening in India, is hap-
pening in Bihar and if it con-
tinues, it will not be good for
anyone,” Mr. Jaiswal said.
Mr. Jaiswals residence
and business establishment
in his home town Bettiah
was vandalised by protesters
on June 17. Ms. Devi had to
put off her visit due to the
protest on the same day. Ear-
lier, protesters damaged the
vehicles of BJP MLAs Aruna

Farooq Abdullah opts
out of presidential race

NC vice-president
says J&K needs
his efforts more

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

National Conference (NC)
vice-president Farooq Ab-
dullah on Saturday with-
drew from the presidential
race, saying Jammu and
Kashmir  was  passing
through a critical juncture
and required his efforts to
navigate uncertain times.

“ believe that Jammu and
Kashmir is passing through
acritical juncture and my ef-
forts are required to help na-
vigate these uncertain
times. Therefore, 1 would
like to respectfully with-
draw my name from consid-
eration and 1 look forward
to supporting the joint Op-
position consensus candi-

™
K’

Faroog Abdullah

date,” Dr. Abdullah said, in a
staternent.

Dr. Abdullah said he had
a lot more active politics
ahead of him and looked
forward to making a positive
contribution in the service
of J&K and the country. Dr.
Abdullah, also a Member of
Parliament from Srinagar,
thanked West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
for proposing his name.

»

Devi and Vinay Bihari.

“What action has been ta-
ken against policemen who
have been mute spectators
during protest,” Mr. Jaiswal
asked. “As the State BJP
chief, 1 oppose such lacka-
daisical approach of the
administration.”

However, the JD(U) react-
ed, saying “lessons from BJP
are not needed”, “Instead of
clearing doubts of protesters
on the Agnipath scheme, the
BJP is accusing the State ad-
ministration. Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar knows well
how to run an administra-
tion and he is known in the
country for his good gover-
nance,” said JD(U) national
president Rajiv Ranjan Singh
alias Lalan Singh.

While clarifying that “vio-
lence cannot be justified”,
he cited similar eruptions in
BJP-ruled States. “Why is
Jaiswal not asking govern-
ments there to fire upon
protesting students and get
thousands of them killed?”

scribed upper age limit for
recruitment in CAPFs and
Assam Rifles. Further, this
upper age relaxation has
been extended to five years
for the first batch of Agni-
veers, it stated.

“Also, by augmenting
their skills, Agniveers will be
a well-trained and highly dis-
ciplined youth force that can
be harnessed for nation
building and will be an asset
to the society,” a government
statement said.

However, the Congress
has termed the Agnipath re-
cruitment scheme “direc-
tionless”. While assuring the
youth of her party’s support,

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi appealed to protes-
ters to express their de-
mands through non-violent
means.

“I am sad that the govern-
ment has announced the
scheme of new army recruit-
ment ignoring your voice,
which is completely direc-
tionless. Along with you, ma-
ny ex-servicemen and de-
fence experts have also
raised questions on this
plan,” Ms. Gandhi said in a
statement that was released
by Congress communication
chief Jairam Ramesh.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7

Stir spreads;
railway station
gutted in Bihar

THE HINDU BUREAU

NEW DELH1
The protests against the
Agnipath recruitment

scheme to the armed fore-
es continued for the fourth
consecutive day in many
parts of the country des-
pite announcements of re-
servation. The Opposition
parties have started paral-
lel agitations against the
scheme, though they dis-
tanced themselves from
the violence witnessed
during the protests.

Tensions mounted in
Warangal town in Telanga-
na during the funeral pro-
cession of Rakesh, whao
was killed in Friday’s pol-
ice firing on a rampaging
mob at Secunderabad rail-
way station. The crowd in
the procession barged into
a BSNL office on the way
and burnt a board.

In Bihar, the situation re-
mained out of control as as-
pirants set a railway station
and ambulances on fire
and clashed with police
personnel. The Railways
suspended movement of
many trains till 8 p.m. on
Saturday, and said proper-
ty worth ¥200 crore was
damaged in the protests.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7

Under watch: A Tallban ﬁghter standlng guard in front of a
gurdwara that came under attack in Kabul. =are

Two killed in Kabul
gurdwara attack

Taliban ‘strongly condemn’ the assault

KALLOL BHATTACHER]JEE

NEW DELHI

Unidentified gunmen at-
tacked a gurdwara in the Af-
ghan capital of Kabul on Sa-
turday morning.  The
security guards stationed on
its premises fired in retalia-
tion, which triggered a fire
that gutted parts of the com-
plex. The Taliban have
vowed to take punitive mea-
sures against the perpetra-
tors of the attack.

Puneet Singh Chand-
hoke, president of the India
World Forum, who has been
coordinating with the In-
dian government to evac-
uate Sikhs from the Taliban-
controlled Afghanistan, said
at least two persons were
killed and the fate of several
remained unknown as they
were taken to hospital by

Rescue mission: Army men, along with villagers, rescuing flood-hit people in Kamrup (Rural) district of Assam on Saturday.

Heavy rain r_ontlnued to lash the State, affectlng over 26 lakh people and clasmmg 62 LiVes. =RITURAIKONWAR (REPORT ON PAGE 7)

400 under scanner for helping Chinese ﬁrms

Chartered accountants and company
secretaries help set up shell companies

VIJAITA SINGH

NEW DELHI

The Union government has
recommended disciplinary
action against 400 chartered
accountants (CAs) and com-
pany secretaries (CSs) for
their alleged role in incorpo-
rating Chinese shell compa-
nies in metropolitan cities by
flouting norms and rules,
The Hindu has learnt.

The stringent action is
among a series of measures
taken by the government
against Chinese business en-
tities after the 2020 Galwan
incident when 20 soldiers
were killed in clashes with
the Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA).

Though the Foreign Direct
Investment {FDI) from Chi-
nese companies has come to
naught in the past two years

due to various regulatory
measures initiated by the go-
vernment, the trade bet-
ween the two countries hit a
record $125 billion last year.
In April-June 2020, FDI from
China (counted from the
year 2000) stood at ¥15,422
crore while in the first quar-
ter of 2022 it has come down
to 212,622 crore, according
to Department for Promo-

tion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) data.

A senior government offi-
cial told The Hindu that the
CAs and CSs against whom
disciplinary action was in-
itiated had helped incorpo-
rate a large number of Chi-
nese-owned or Chinese-run
shell companies without

Tightening grip

The government took a series of steps to
tighten the grip on the functioning of
Chinese companies in the past two years

April 2020: FDI policy
tweaked to mandate
government nod for
investment from
countries that share a
land border with India

August 2020: Customs
rules notified to prevent
dumping of cheap
Chinese goods in India by
a wrongful representation
of the country of origin

adequate compliance of
rules and law. The Ministry
of Corporate Affairs (MCA)
recommended the action af-
ter receiving inputs from fi-
nancial intelligence units in
the past two months. A Mi-
nistry spokesperson did not
comment.

The Institute of Chartered

May 2022: MCA makes it
compulsory for companies to
obtain government approval
before offering securities to
any entity from a country that
shares a land border

June 2022: MCA mandates a
security clearance if an individ-
ual from a country sharing

a land border intends to
become a director or share-
holder in an Indian company

Accountants of India (ICAD,
a statutory body that regu-
lates the profession of char-
tered accountancy in the
country, said in a statement
to The Hindu that the “Disci-
plinary directorate of ICAL is
in receipt of complaints from
office of various Registrar of
Companies across the coun-

®
see

try against CA professionals
for their involvement in rela-
tion to companies alleged to
be linked with Chinese na-
tionals.”

“The said complaints are
being processed in terms of
the Chartered Accountants
(Procedure of Investigations
of Professional and Other
Misconduct and Conduct of
Cases) Rules, 2007. Hence,
guilt, as alleged, as well as
the number of Chartered Ac-
countants alleged to be in-
volved, is yet to be ascer-
tained/determined,” the
ICAL said.

The MCA amended the
Chartered Accountants Act
1949, the Cost and Work Ac-
countant Act 1959, and the
Companies Secretary Act
1980 in April this year to
bring more accountability
and time-bound disciplinary
action against CAs and CSs.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7

emergency workers.

Ahmed, a security guard
at Gurdwara Karte Parwan,
was shot dead in the attack
that is being blamed on the
Islamic State. Mr. Chand-
hoke said the gurdwara’s
main prayer hall, where the
Guru Granth Sahib was
kept, caught fire after the ex-
change of fire. Sawinder
Singh, a granthi (ceremo-
nial reader of the Guru
Granth Sahib) of the gurd-
wara, was killed in the at-
tack.

“The cowardly attack on
Gurdwara Karte Parwan
should be condemned in
the strongest terms by all,”
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said in response
to the attack.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7

‘No resolutions
against other
countries in
Parliament’

NISTULA HEBBAR
SANDEEP PHUKAN

NEW DELHI

Parliamentary proceedings
in a country shouldn't be
used to make allegations
and counter allegations
against the Parliament of
another country, Lok Sab-
ha Speaker Om Birla has
said.

Mr. Birla made these re-
marks in the context of a
lawmaker in the Maldives
trying to move a resolution
against India in the Maldi-
vian Parliament over the
controversy surrounding a
suspended BJP functio-
nary's statement on Pro-
phet Muhammed.

“This issue doesn't
strictly concern the func-
tioning of Parliament.
Rather, it's about relations
between nations. Everyone
has the right to speak
about issues in their own
country. But it is our expec-
tation that the parliamen-
tary proceedings of any
country should not get re-
duced to making allega-
tions and counter-allega-
tions  about  another
country. You can surely
discuss events, but Parlia-
ment should not be used to
pass resolutions concern-
ing another country,” Mr.
Birla said.

In an interview with The
Hindu on the occasion of
his completing three years
in office, the Lok Sabha
Speaker shared his views
on the Parliament func-
tioning under COVID pro-
tocol.

“During the coronavirus
pandemic, the duration of
sittings was reduced, but if
you look at the figures, Lok
Sabha  clocked
167% produc- =
tivity and
this is a re-
cord high,” &
Mr.  Birla
noted.

FULL
INTERVIEW
PPAGESB



Agnipath: man arrested for ‘instigating’ agitators

Accused gave inflammatory speeches, got into a scuffle with the police: DCP

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI1
A day after protests against
the Agnipath scheme were
staged in the Capital, the
Delhi police on Saturday ar-
rested a man for making an
“inflammatory speech” and
“instigating” the protesters.
DCP (Dwarka) M. Harsha
Vardhan said the accused,
Surender Sharma alias Fauji,
addressed a gathering of 50-
60 agitators during a protest
near the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) office in
Baba Haridas Nagar.
According to the DCP, at
10.45 a.m., 50-60 persons
came towards the Dhansa
bus stand from Khaira and

Students and activists protest[ng against the Agmpath
scheme at ITO, New Delhi, on Friday. ssHiv kumAR PUSHPAKAR

assembled near the MCD of-
fice. They then started rais-
ing slogans against the Agni-
path scheme, which would
recruit soldiers in defence
services on a four-year con-
tract basis.

The protesters were
moved to one side of the
road to ensure traffic move-
ment and were asked to dis-
perse peacefully, Mr. Vard-
han said. He added that
later, Sharma, a resident of

Asalatpur Khawad near Dau-
latpur, joined the protesters
and started to “instigate”
them through inflammatory
speeches. He also got into a
scuffle with the police per-
sonnel there.

An FIR under Sections 186
{obstructing public servant in
discharge of public func-
tions), 353 ( assault or crimi-
nal force to deter public ser-
vants from discharge of his
duty) and 332 (voluntarily
causing hurt to deter public
servant from his duty) of the
Indian Penal Code was regis-
tered against Sharma. On Fri-
day, a total of 18 protesters
were booked under preven-
tive action, the police said.
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Kejriwal promises to fix drinking
water problem in Rajinder Nagar

Group of protesters show black flags during the roadshow, AAP sees BJP hand

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Saturday acknow-
ledged drinking water shor-
tage as an issue bothering the
residents of the Rajinder Na-
gar area and promised to re-
solve it soon while campaign-
ing for Aam Aadmi Party
candidate Durgesh Pathak,
who is contesting the june 23
bypoll from the Assembly
constituency.

“In the last seven years we
have done a lot of work in
Delhi. I know there is a pro-
blem with the water supply.
It will also be fixed. All issues
will be fixed. Just like last
time, vote overwhelmingly
for jhaadu [AAP’s symbol]
and elect us with double the
margin,” the AAP chief said.

A group of people with
placards demanding clean
water showed black flags to
Mr. Kejriwal during his road-
show in Naraina village. AAP
said the BJP was behind the
people showing black flags,

Water supply
to remain
affected today

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Water supply will remain

affected in several parts of !

Delhi on Sunday due to Ha-
ryana releasing less water
into the Yamuna and two
canals, the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) said on Saturday.

Operations at the Wazira-
bad, Chandrawal and Okhla
water treatment plants
have been hit, the DJB said.
It added that water will be
available at low pressure in
north-east Delhi, west Del-
hi, north Delhi, central Del-
hi, south Delhi, including
Delhi Cantonment, and
New Delhi Municipal Coun-
cil areas. The utility had last
week writtento the Haryana
Irrigation Department ask-
ing it to release water.

Chief Miister Arvind Kejriwal duﬁ-n his roadshow at Naraina

village in Rajinder Nagar on Saturday. «susHIL KUMAR VERMA

while the BJP insisted they
were the local residents of
the area, This led to a stand-
off between the AAP workers
and the protesters, following
which the police had to inter-
vene and disperse the crowd.

DCP  (Central) Shweta
Chauhan said no protester
was detained. “We haven’t
received a complaint as of
now. If we do, we will investi-
gate further,” she said.

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor
said AAP has a “habit of turn-

ing a blind eye to and deny-
ing reality”. “The fact of the
matter is that there is an
acute water shortage in the
Rajinder Nagar constituency,
especially in Naraina village,
which brought people to the
streets today,” he said.

‘AAP will get work done’

Mr. Kejriwal, while address-
ing the residents, reiterated
that there is no benefit in vot-
ing for the BJP, the Delhi go-
vernment is run by AAP and
they have to do the work.

“They [BJP] keep fighting
with me 24 hours a day. If
you want work to get done,
vote for me. If you want vio-
lence and fighting, then vote
for them,” he said.

The BJP candidate, Rajesh
Bhatia, meanwhile, em-
barked on what the party de-
scribed as an “intensive pu-
blic campaign” in Rajinder
nagar even as the BJP de-
ployed several senior leaders
on the ground to canvass for
him. Railway Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw interacted with
residents and assured them
that their issues would be re-
dressed, especially a ban on
the use of an overbridge con-
necting Naraina to the local
cremation ground.

The BJP organised 11 large
street meetings, which were
attended by Union Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal, Minis-
ter of State for External Af-
fairs Meenakshi Lekhi, Delhi
BJP president Adesh Gupta,
MPs Manoj Tiwari and Gau-
tam Gambhir, among others.

MCD hearings: 570 complaints
raised in 2 weeks, 95 addressed

Not all issues can be dealt with immediately, says official

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELH1

The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi has received 570
complaints since it started a
daily public hearing cam-
paign two weeks ago. Of the
total grievances, only 95 of
them have been resolved so
far, according to the civic bo-
dy’s statement on Saturday.

A senior MCD official said
most of the complaints put
forward by residents are on
issues of waste management,
unauthorised construction
and encroachments. Not all
complaints can be dealt with
immediately, he said.

Most civic officials said the
move to hold daily public
hearings — which take place

Dummy IEDs to keep
policemen on their toes

Police to ‘plant’ explosives randomly

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI]
The Delhi police will ran-
domly “plant” dummy im-
provised explosive devices
(IEDs} in areas of high foot-
fall in each of the 15 districts
to check the level of alert-
ness of officers. The Special
Cell unit of the city police is-
sued the order.

As soon as the district
police detects the dummy

IED, regular protocol of han-
dling such a situation like
cordoning off the area, us-
ing sandbags for buttressing
and calling bomb disposal
teamn must be followed, said
an officer.

The order comes months
after an unattended bag con-
taining an [ED was detected
at Ghazipur flower market in
January this year. The device
was diffused promptly.

for one hour at 14 different
locations, including the MCD
headquarters and 12 zonal
headquarters — was to fill the
vacuum created after the de-
parture of ward councillors
who were a crucial point of
contact for residents to voice
their grievances.

Manoj Tyagi (AAP), form-
er ward councillor from east
Delhi’s Khajuri Khas, said re-
sidents continue to reach to
him with their grievances.

“Earlier, I would get close
to 25 calls a day from the re-
sidents in the ward. Now I
get over a 100 calls per day.
Their grievances are not be-
ing dealt with and I plan to
attend the public hearings
myself in order to ensure

that actual solutions are be-
ing provided,” said Mr. Tyagi
who was also former Leader
of the Opposition at the erst-
while East Delhi Municipal
Corporation.

However, the senior MCD
official denied that public
hearings were a replacement
for the councillors, adding
that not all complaints were
previously brought to light
from the latter’s end.

“These hearings are also
an open field for political ac-
tivists and former council-
lors to come forward and in-
form the civic body about
the public’s grievances. We
[MCD] are trying to imple-
ment a system that is tran-
sparent,” he said.

‘Inebriated man kills wife
for not serving dinner

He fled home in morning, nabbed later

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
A 47-year-old man allegedly
killed his wife following an
argument after she refused
to serve him dinner. The
couple was in an inebriated
state at the time of the scuf-
fle on Friday night in south
Delhi’s Fatehpur Beri, the
police said on Saturday.
DCP (South) Benita Mary
Jaiker said the accused, Vi-
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nod Kumar Dubey, beat up
his wife, Sonali, and smoth-
ered her with a pillow. He
then slept with the body not
realising that the woman
was dead, the police said.
On Saturday morning, the
accused fled with over
$40,000. However, he was
tracked down and arrested.
Two bottles of liquor and a
blood-stained pillow were
also recovered from him.

IN BRIEF

Revamp Roshanara Bagh
by October-end: L-G

NEW DELHI

The Roshanara Bagh in Shakti
Nagar should be restored to
its past glory by Octaber-end,
L-G V.K. Saxena told officials
after his visit to the parl on
Saturday. With a restored
lake, nursery, walkways and
landscaped greens, the
400-year-old park should be
the pride of north Delhi and
on par with Lodhi Garden and
Nehru Park, he said.

Two held for running
fake currency racket

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police Special Cell
busted an international fake
Indian currency notes cartel
based in West Bengal's Malda
and arrested two members,
officers said. The notes with a
face value of ¥4 lakh are of
high quality with security
features and watermarles.

Furniture factory at
Bindapur catches fire
NEW DELHI

A fire broke out in a furniture
factory in south-west Delhi's
Bindapur on Saturday
morning, fire officials said,
adding that no casualties
were reported. According to
the police, a short circuit is
suspected to be the

cause of the fire.
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k. Timings
DELHI
SUNDAY, JUN. 19

RISE 05:24
L RISE 23:55
MONDAY, JUN. 20

RISE_05:24
o RISE  00:00
TUESDAY, JUN. 21

SET
SET

19:22
10:27

SET
SET

19:22
11:30

RISE  05:25 SET 19:22
b RISE 00:28 SET 12:30
Delhi Weather max min
Delhl City 33 24
Safdarjang 33 24 :

Palam 32 25

Delhi Palam Today
33°C The weather will be
warm and humid. Night will be

comfortable. Few spells of rain
and thundershower with strong :

winds to occur.

Delhl Palam Tomorrow
35°C A warm and humid
weather to prevall. Night will
be comfortable. Chances of
rain and thundershower with
strong winds
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Modi inaugurates revamped temple

Country witnessing restoration of its cultural and spiritual glory, says PM after unfurling flag

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

Asserting that India is now
witnessing “cultural inde-
pendence that started with
Sardar Patel renovating Som-
nath temple” after Indepen-
dence, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Saturday
unfurled a flag after inaugu-
rating the revamped Mahaka-
li temple, which was des-
troyed by the 15th century
Gujarat ruler Mahmud Beg-
da.

“For five centuries and 75
years of Independence,
there was no dhwaja atop
Mahakali temple. Today, the
flag once again unfurls on the
temple. This flag is not only a
symbol of our faith and spiri-
tuality but it shows that cen-
turies change, eras go by, but
our faith remains eternal and
strong,” Mr. Modi said ad-
dressing a small gathering on
the Pavagadh hill in central
Gujarat.

The 1ith century temple
has been redeveloped with a
new spire and flag atop after
a dargah, or a shrine which

Court denies extension
of bail for clash accused

He wanted to prepare for entrance tests

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court has dismissed
an application for interim
bail by an accused in the Ja-
hangirpuri communal vio-
lence case, who had sought
relief to prepare and appear
for entrance examinations
for higher studies.

The accused, Neeraj Sar-
kar, 19, had been released
on interim bail earlier to sit
for his Class XII examina-
tions. He had approached
the court seeking an exten-
sion of the interim bail for
90 days.

Vague in nature

Vacation Judge Virender Ku-
mar Kharta of the Rohini
court complex said that
while education is a funda-
mental right and a court had
upheld this by granting re-
lief to Sarkar to sit for his
Class XII examination, the
pleadings for extension with
respect to preparing for en-
trance examinations were
“yague in nature”,

“The accused/applicant
has not produced any mate-
rial as to in which entrance
exam he has to appear. The
accused/applicant can ap-
ply for the entrance exam
while remaining in JC [judi-
cial custody) also, there is
no bar in this regard,” the
court said.

Sarkar was arrested in
connection with the vio-
lence that erupted in Jahan-
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girpuri on April 16, 2022,
when two communities
clashed over a procession
being taken out on the occa-
sion of Hanuman Jayanti.

‘Shed of rights’

Noting that the offences Sar
kar was accused of were hei-
nous in nature and the Ha-
numan Jayanti procession in
question was held illegally,
which had breached the
right under Article 25 of the
Constitution (free profes-
sion, practice and propaga-
tion of religion), the court
said in its June 14 order,
“The accused/applicant
cannot take the shed of his
fundamental rights under
Article 25 to 28 of the Consti-
tution of India by indulging
in violence and riots.”

Sarkar’s counsel had ar-
gued before the court that
he was “falsely implicated"
in the case and that as a de-
votee, he “has a fundamen-
tal right of freedom of reli-
gion under Article 25 to 28
of the Constitution and “he
was exercising his right to
freedom of religion
peacefully”.

The prosecution had op-
posed the application saying
two policemen had record-
ed statements under Sec-
tion 161 of the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure with specific
allegations against Sarkar
and they had also recovered
a sword from the possession
of the father of the accused.

Back to glory: Narendra Madi visits the redeveloped Mahakali temple in Pavagadh, Gujarat, on

Saturday. =pTi

stood atop the temple for
nearly 500 years, was shifted
with the consent of its
caretakers.

The temple is being run by
a trust headed by Gujarat BJP
treasurer and senior leader
Surendra Patel. The temple
trust on Saturday issued an
advertisement in local media
which read, “After being des-
troyed by Mohmad Begda
500 years ago the temple
atop and Dhwaja will be res-

tored today.”

As per historical details,
the temple is said to have
been destroyed by 15th cen-
tury Gujarat ruler Sultan
Mahmud Begda (1458 to
1511), who had set up his cap-
ital in Champaner near Pava-
gadh after defeating the Raj-
put rulers. Begda was the
most prominent ruler of the
Gujarat Sultanate and had
earned title Begda after con-
quering two main forts of

Gujarat: and
Pavagadh.

It is said that during Beg-
da’s reign, the Sadanshah Pir
Dargah was built after the
spire of the temple was des-
troyed. Now, the shrine has
been shifted “amicably”
paving the way for redeve-
lopment of the temple with
a spire and flag atop.

In his address, Mr. Modi,
without mentioning about
the temple's controversial

Junagadh

history, said that the coun-
try is witnessing restoration
of India’s cultural and spiri-
tual glory as a grand temple
of Lord Ram is being built in
Ayodhya while Kashi Vish-
wanath temple has already
been built. He referred to
the redevelopment of Kedar-
nath in Uttarakhand.

“Qur centres of faith and
spiritual glory of India are
being re-established. The re-
building of Mahakali temple
at Pavagadh is part of the
same ‘gaurav yatra',” the PM
said in his address.

In fact, neither the State
government nor the temple
trust have made any state-
ment about shifting of the
shrine to pave the way for
restoration of the ancient
temple on the hill.

The PM said that in the
glorious tradition of Som-
nath, Pavagadh temple has
been redeveloped. The Som-
nath temple, which is said to
have been plundered and de-
molished by Mahmud of
Ghazni, was restored after In-
dependence hy Sardar Patel.

Flymgdmmg

Py

GEAREGANABNEEEEEEN 00N @ E ousEuEENRsORnEE |~

All aboard An old Air India aircraft beang converted into a restaurant on the Delhi-Meerut Expressway #R.V. MOORTHY

STATES 3

Aaj daddy ko

2. Making toasis go Pop!

maska lagana!

daCunha/AB/814

‘Accused asked me to
- make pistol replica,
arrange for bullets’

Key witness reveals in Dabholkar case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

PUNE

Virendrasinh Tawde, the
prime accused in rationalist
Narendra Dabholkar’s mur-
der case, had asked Sanjay
Sadvilkar, now a key prose-
cution witness, to arrange
for bullets, code-named
“chocolates”, and make a
pistol replica, the prosecu-
tion said on Saturday.

This was revealed by Mr.
Sadvilkar during his exami-
nation in the special court by
special public prosecutor
(SPP) Prakash Suryawanshi.

“Sanjay Sadvilkar who
owned a shop selling idols
etc. told the court that due
to his business he was at-
tracted to a Hindutva organ-
isation. He got in touch with
Mr. Tawde, an accused in the
Dabholkar murder case, and
started working with him oc-
casionally. On the occasion
of Sant Gadge Maharaj Jayan-
ti, Mr. Tawde had a verbal
spat with Dabholkar,” Mr.
Suryawanshi said quoting
Sadvilkar.

Mr.  Sadvilkar later
stopped social work after he
suffered a heart attack, he

said. “Tawde again met him
and asked if he could do
some business. Sadvilkar
was then called at a railway
crossing where he was intro-
duced to a person. Sadvilkar
was told that the person will
bring him a revolver and a
pistol and he should make a
replica,” the special public
prosecutor said.

“Sadvilkar then rented a
flat to do the work. Later
Tawde started calling Sadvil-
kar repeatedly. On one occa-
sion, he told Sadvilkar that a
man sent by him had come
with a revolver to his shop.
Sadvilkar grew suspicious
that he might be framed and
contacted a police officer he
knew, but the officer was not
present,” Mr. Suryawanshi
said.

Later, Mr. Tawde called
him up and said he was
sending two men to stay at
his place to keep a watch on
people’s movement, Mr.
Tawde then met Mr. Sadvil-
kar and asked him to do the
“final job” to arrange for
“chocolates”, a code name
for bullets, said Mr.
Suryawanshi.

Jain denied bail; court says cant rule out risk of influencing witnesses

AAP Minister suffered from sleep apnoea, a ‘fatal condition;, for which he used a CPAP, his counsel had submitted

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI1

Aspecial court here on Satur-
day denied bail to Delhi Mi-
nister Satyendar Jain in a mo-
ney laundering case, noting
that while Mr. Jain is not a
flight risk, but the possibility
of him influencing witnesses
or tampering with evidence
cannot be ruled out at this
stage.

Special CBI Judge Geetan-
jali Goel of the Rouse Avenue
court complex said, “Consi-
dering the facts and circum-

stances of the case and the
nature of allegations against
the accused and that the ap-
plication for bail does not
pass muster even on the tri-
ple test for the grant of bail at
this stage, the application is
dismissed [for] being without
merits.”

Mr. Jain's counsel, senior
advocate N. Hariharan, had
argued that the Minister met
the “triple test” for bail,
which entails that he be avail-
able for the investigation and
that there is no chance of him

tampering with evidence or
influencing witnesses.

Additional Solicitor-Gen-
eral S.V. Raju, appearing for
the ED, submitted the state-
ments of two witnesses
linked to the alleged launder-
ing transactions. Mr. Raju
said the witnesses were
afraid of having their state-
ments confronted with Mr.
Jain because they appre-
hended a threat to their
lives.

As for the possibility of in-
fluencing witnesses, the

court said, “.. However,
looking to the fact that the
matter is still at the stage of
investigation and the ac-
cused enjoys an influential
position, it cannot be ruled
out that the accused could in-
fluence the witnesses.”

Medical grounds

Earlier, Mr. Jain's counsel had
submitted that the Minister
suffered from sleep apnoea,
a “fatal condition” for which
he used a CPAP (Continuous
Positive Airway Pressure)

New species of bamboo-dwelling bat found in Meghalaya

First report of a thick-thumbed bat not only from India but also the entire South Asian region

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

Scientists have discovered a
new species of bamboo-
dwelling bat in Ri Bhoi dis-
trict of Meghalaya. The spe-
cies, found near the forested
patch of Nongkhyllem Wil-
dlife Sanctuary, has been
named Glischropus
meghalayanus.

The present discovery is
the first report of a thick-
thumbed bat not only from
India but also from South
Asia,

Small in size
The scientists behind the dis-
covery are Uttam Saikia from
the Zoological Survey of In-
dia, who collected the speci-
men from the forested patch
in the summer of 2020; Ga-
bor Csorba of the Hungarian
Natural History Museum and
Manuel Ruedi of the Natural
History Museum of Geneva.
Thick-thumbed bats of the
genus Glischropus are cur-
rently composed of four re-
cognised species from South-

discovered species is small in
size and has a dark brown
colour with sulphur yellow
belly.

“Two recently collected
Glischropus specimens from
Meghalaya in northeastern
India extend the known dis-
tribution range of the genus
westward into South Asia by
ca. (approximately) 1,000
km. Morphological examina-
tion of these specimens and
comparison with all known
species in this genus re-
vealed marked differences in
colouration, dental charac-
ters and bacular traits. We
therefore describe the Megh-
alaya specimens as a new
species,” the paper pu-
blished in the peer-reviewed
journal Zootaxa said.

Another species

The paper titled ‘Out of
Southeast Asia: A new spe-
cies of thick-thumbed bat
(Chiroptera:  Vespertilioni-
dae: Glischropus) from
Meghalaya, north-eastern In-
dia’ was published on June

New species of bat Glischropus meghalayanus.

Mr. Saikia said that from
the same forested patches
outside the Nongkhyllem
wildlife Sanctuary, he found
another species of disk-foot-
ed bat Eudiscopus denticu-
lus which was a new record
in India.

“In the past few years we
have reported three bam-
boo-dwelling bats from the
area which highlight the eco-
logical significance of the re-
gion. Since the bamboo for-
est around the wildlife
sanctuary has a rich bio-di-
versity there should be at-

ded.

Bamboo-dwelling bats are
a particular kind of bats liv-
ing in the internodes of bam-
boos  with  specialised
morphological  characters
that help them to adopt to
the life inside a bamboo.

With this new discovery,
the total number of bat spe-
cies known from India
stands at 131. Meghalaya, a
State with a small geographi-
cal area, harbours the high-
est bat diversity in the coun-
try with 67 species, which is

Dhriti Banerjee, Director
of the ZSI, said that Megha-
laya, because of its unique
terrain, vegetation and cli-
mate condition, was a haven
for both flora and fauna.

Roosting places

She pointed out that the un-
ique caves in the northeast-
ern State provided roosting
opportunities for a large
number of bats.

Mr. Saikia also pointed out
that there were a number of
cave-dwelling bats species
from Meghalaya, the most
common being horseshoe
bat and leaf-nosed bats.

The nomenclature of the
newly discovered species
Glischropus meghalayanus
celebrates the State of Megh-
alaya, where the new species
was found.

A few of these bat species
from Meghalaya are endemic
to the region.

The ZS1 Director added
that the northeastern States
were less explored and more

machine, which needed an
uninterrupted power supply
and this was not possible in-
side the jail.

The court dismissed the
ground of Mr. Jain’s medical
condition, noting that “no
specific ground” was men-
tioned in the bail application
regarding the medical condi-
tion and no medical docu-
ments had been produced to
show the medical history of
Mr. Jain, except the medical
examination papers which
were produced by the ED at

the time of remand. It added,
“Only on the ground that the
accused suffers from sleep
apnea, he cannot be en-
larged on bail, by virtue of
the first proviso to Section 45
(1) of PMLA.”

Allegations by ED

The ED has alleged that ac-
commodation entries worth
¥4.81 crore were made into
four companies in Delhi, al-
legedly owned by Mr. Jain, in
the check period between
2015 and 2017.

Karan Johar was on gangs
list for extortion: police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI/PUNE

Siddhesh Kamble alias Ma-
hakal, an alleged member of
the Lawrence Bishnoi gang,
has told investigators that
Bollywood filmmaker Karan
Johar was on the list of per-
sons whom the gang
planned to target for extor-
tion, a police officer said on
Saturday.

A senior officer however,
added that these claims have

not yet been verified, and
there was a possibility that
there was an element of
bragging in the statement.

Kamble was a close aide
of Santosh Jadhav, a suspect-
ed shooter in the Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moosewala
murder case, and well aware
of the murder conspiracy, a
police officer said. Kamble is
in the custody of the Pune
rural police in a previous
case in the district.

APPOINTMENT

KANNUR UNIVERSTIY

Kannur, Kerala
(ACADEMIC BRANCH)

No. Acad B3/23389/2019

NOTIFICATION
Online applications are invited from the eligible candidates for the posts of Assodate Professor
and Assistant Professor in various Teaching Departments of the University on regular basis
Assistant Professor - 37 Posts
Assodate Professor - 05 Posts
Online Application will be availabe on the University website from 18.06.2022 to
15.07.2022. Corigendum, if any, will be posted only an the University website.
Last Date of receipt of Online Applications is 15.07.2022.

Dated : 15.06.2022

iPhone, use Live Text to do about 51% of total bat species  studies would lead to many For more detalls, visit
the same. east Asia. The newly I5. tempts to conserve it,” head-  in the country. more such discoveries. www.annureniversity.acin
Sd/- REGISTRAR (i/c)
Published by N. Ravi at Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860, Anna Salai, Chennai-600002 and Frinted by 5. Ramanuiam at HT Media Ltd. PlatNo 8, Udyng Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.F. 201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PYT LTD., Chennai-600002. Editor: Suresh Nambath (Responsible for selection of news under the PRE Act)
Regd. DL{ND)-11/6110/2006-07-08 » RN No. UPENG/1986/48838 « I55N 0871 -751X
! » : »
K 4 sew



e THE HINDU
SUNDAY, JUNE 19, 2022

National Small Indusiries Corporation Limited

NSIC-Technical Sewlé:segewn&:.i g‘:ri\al’aE:ht::TlTI?)New Delhi-110020

Notice fi t
- EVEN CORONA CANNOT GET IN THE WAY, . GENERAL
Complex, Okhla Industrial Estate, Phase-l, New Delhi-110020 on lease ATIONS
b, oy M el i il e TWO DROPS TO STOP POLIO THIS SUNDAY AUTOMOTIVE | S'TRaTioNs

Dy. General manager, Mcb. No. 981856567 1/011-26826801 (Ext:229/213),
emallsanjaysharti@nsic.co.n/niscok@NSCCONN  Goeral Manager m | TECHNICAL |
2 vV GM PHDDUCTlDN required for
arls Manutactur-

Tumed, Machined

. o "OMR, Oragadam. Thinmaa
GRAPHITE COLOR FORTUNER TOYOTA @baluauto.com. 4790, www,
&W&m"m baluaute.com

. 180000 km driven. Soil'g BUSINESS OFFER
gggni.pmlam Contact No.

| WE PROVIDE Best Investment Plal-
form which wil Generate Mol
Attractive Eamings. Ct: 6381095123

0:00 AM to 4:00 PM = Secta e

5 STAR Hotels for Sale in Major Cities

of india. Buyars only Gall 9800004130.
REQUIRED FULL Time, Stay-in & Edu-
cated N to look atter 5 Year 974205658!.97592429104

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that one
male was found Unconscious Near Gate No.
04, Lok Nayak Hospital at JLN Marg Delhi on
Dated 18/05/2022, Who was declared brought
dead at Lok Nayak Hospital on 18-05-2022
vide MLC No. 114511049, In this regarda DD
No, 58-A Uls 174 Cr.Pc. Dated 13.06.2022
has been lodged at P.S. Darya Ganj, Delhi.
Dead body has been preserved 72 hours at

MAMC Mortuary, Delhi, The description of the
dead body isgivenas under:

Name: Unknown, Slo: Unknown Rio: Unknown, Age: about 40 \ 2 Take your Child upto

G FINANCE
years, Height: 5‘4", Face: Oval, Complexion: Shallow, Built: Thin,

I MEDICAL ] ENPA Takover Conacs aiasaiae
Wearing: Sky Blue T-Shirt, Grey Colour Jeans Pantand Bare Feet.

Sincere ;ﬂom have been made by local police to trace out the ; i ‘, . Five year Of age tO the REQUIRED:- 1) ENT Su s mmnse inst s,

gaa i Cheque.
information about the dead male but no clue has come tolight sofar. If . DLO/DNB) 2] LAB Techniclan [DMLT, - 8132263772
anyone s having any information aboutthis dead male please inform nearest Polio Booth Nassariopel 550801, Gunur (01 ' FNANCE AGANST PropryBusesy

g

s o 810 P 3 oo . wwnpvmsgﬁ 7981546448, O 215804 So17200545805
P.S. Darya Ganj, Delhi , '
DPHSTIICDI022 Ph.: 011-23274683, 23279331 | | for giving Polio drops

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING a L] o
T Tty yvrrapees  Pulse Polio Immunization facts WESTERN RAAAYAMEDABAD DrvisioN R T
(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.) @ India _ha_s heap dadarqd Polio Free. Howev-r. Polio Vaccination will continue ill _gluhal eradlc_allon e ki vt PLEASE CONTACT
" of polio is achieved until danger of Polio virus importation from neighbouring countries E-tender Notice No. 10 202-23, Date
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused ist .
persists. 13.08.2022. Name of work :| | Mr. N SELVA KUMAR
person Manish Gupta S/o Mail Ram R/o H. No. E-29, 2nd ® o e [z : Procurement of Screen, tamping tool
Floor, Budh Vihar Phase.l, Delhi has committed (or are Routine immunization is the key to sustaining polia free status of the country. ) cutter bar, cutting chain and other BCM
suspected to have committed) the offence in case E-FIR No. ® Routine immunization to infants & young children is essential. It protects children from 12 serious diseases Rparts for POH o Tisex Machies ol PH: 9820350726
180/2021 U/S 406/379 IPC, dated 01/03/2021 P.S. Samaipur and is available free of cost at all govt. health facilities through out the year. 2022-23-10, Approximate NIT Cost :
Badli, Delhi and it has been returned to a Warrant of arrest ¥ 3,05.26,506.94, EMD Cost In ¢ ;| | selvakumar.n@thohindu.co.In
thereupon issued that the said accused person Manish Gupta L%ﬁ"?"i?%.?ﬁ% 7.! :I':”og‘ nH::
can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my Data of opening of tender: 11.07.2022 "
satisfaction that the said accused person Manish Gupta has 3 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE g ::r::iir Ha': r:?;s of ;gpé?;‘l’g THE S HINDU|
absconded (oris concealing himself to avoid the service of the : : G
said warrant). Prociamation are horeby made that the said PULSE POLIO CELL: 2?313.210 ) 'E”M ik R India's National Newspaper
acoused person Manish Gupta of E.FIR No. 1802021 U/S . Tth Floor, C-Wing, Vikas Bhawan-l, Civil Lines, Delhi-110054
406/379 IPC, dated 01/03/2021 P.S. Samaipur Badli, Delhi
are required to appear before this court to answer the sald DiEfShaldlarthiRd1/22:23
complaint on or before dated 22.07,2022.“ R ;B‘)é 2::: GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
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UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

General Public is hereby informed ||
that an one male person was found |
dead at Nathu Colony Wale Fiyover |/ *
Down Underpass, Delhi dated|
06.06.2022. In this regard a DD No. |
55A dated 06.06.2022 has been
lodged in P:S. Nand Nagri, Delhi. The [ .
description of the dead body is given -2
as under Name: Unkonwn, S/o:Unkonwn, Rlo-
Unkonwn, Age: about 60 years, Height: 53"
Complexion: Sallow, Face: Long, Built-Thin,
Wearing-Yellow colour Kurta, White Pajama and
Bare in foot.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the

dead person but no clue has come to light so far. If any one
having any information about this dead person please inform

THE HINDU GROUP

A GREETING
TO REMEMBER

undersigned. i Be it a birthday, an anniversary,
P.8. Nand Nagri, Delhi > 5
DP/1729/NE/2022 Ph. ; 014-22583307, 8750870733 an academic accompllshment

or even a promotion.
Now you can surprise your
loved ones by wishing

SEARCH FOR MISSINGIKIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed thatane [
person Namely Dheeraj S/o Munna Lal

R/o H. No. A-1/224, 20 Foota Road Harsh

Vihar, Delhi has been missing/ kidnapped th em 0 n
from his house since 03.06.2022. In this

regard, a case DD No. 42-A, Dated THESSRHINDU
04.06.2022 has been registered at P.S.

Harsh Vihar, Delhi. The description of the

missing person is as under. e
Age: about 24 year, Height: 5' 5%,

Complexion: Fair, Face: Long, Built:
Medium, Wearing: Grey Colour T-Shirt,
Black colour Pajama and Grey & White colour shoes in feet.
Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to trace out

desaissss LIFE MADE SIMPLE soommmpmmmsmm

For more details,

T e o Laomene, o o T email: classifiedscustomercare@thehindu.co.in
vt i gt i o o oot Contact Toll Free Number: 180030700404
Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641 — For Placing Advertisements Online
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Amendment not on

AIADMK council agenda

Drafting panel did not take up creation of new posts

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAIL

The AIADMK's resolution
drafting committee, which
met here on Saturday morn-
ing to finalise the agenda for
the June 23 general council
meeting, did not discuss any
amendment to the party’s
by-laws for creating any post
above those of coordinator
and co-coordinator.

This was revealed by some
members of the drafting
committee who belonged to
the camps led by coordina-
tor O. Panneerselvam as well
as co-coordinator Edappadi
K. Palaniswami.

While Mr. Panneerselvam
attended the two-hour meet-
ing at the party headquar-
ters, Mr. Palaniswami did
not.

Asked about Mr. Palanis-
wami’s absence, organisa-
tion secretary and steering
committee member D. Jaya-
kumar replied that neither
Mr. Panneerselvam nor Mr.
Palaniswami was part of the
drafting committee, which
had 12 members. So, there
was no need for the co-coor-
dinator to take part. “It was
the individual decision of Mr.
Panneerselvam to be present

Q. Panneerselvam arrives at

the party headquarters on
Saturday. =s.R. RAGHUNATHAN

at the meeting.” Meanwhile,
Mr.  Palaniswami, who
reached Chennai on Friday
evening, met his supporters
at his residerce. One of his
aides said over 60 district se-
cretaries {of a total of 75) and
most of the headquarters
functionaries called on him.
“This need not be seen as a
show of strength as they all
met him as a matter of cour-
tesy,” the aide said.

A member of Mr. Panneer-
selvam’s camp said it had the
support of 15 district secre-
taries, including deputy
coordinator and Thanjavur
(south) district secretary R.
Vaithilingam; Tiruvallur
(south) secretary V. Alexan-

der; Tiruchi {urban) secre-
tary Vellamandi M. Natara-
jan; Theni secretary S.P.M.
Syed Khan; Virudhunagar
(east) secretary R.K. Ravi-
chandran; Tirunelveli secre-
tary N. Ganesaraja and Kan-
niyakumari (east) secretary
S.A. Ashokan.

Among the others are
South Chennai (south east)
secretary M.K. Ashok; Tiru-
vallur (north) secretary P.
Balaraman; Thanjavur
(north) secretary M.G.M.
Subramaniam; Perambalur
secretary R.T. Ramachan-
dran; and Ariyalur secretary
S. Rajendran.

Former School Education
Minister and the party's vete-
ran from Erode K.A. Sengot-
taiyan met Mr. Palaniswami
and Mr. Panneerselvam.

Mr. Jayakumar, a former
Minister, justified his action
of briefing the media about
what had transpired at the
meeting of the district secre-
taries on Tuesday. “I have
not broken any ‘Chidambara
Ragasiyam' [the secret asso-
ciated with the shrine at the
Chidambaram temple]. [ had
conveyed what is obvious —
the views of the party work-
ers.”

Want to cross-examine Rahul
Mukerjea, Indrani tells court

Accused in Sheena Bora murder case asked to file application

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

A special court on Saturday
asked Indrani Mukerjea, the
prime accused in the Sheena
Bora murder case, to file a
proper application on her
request to cross-examine the
prosecution’s witness and
Sheena's fiancé, Rahul Mu-
kerjea, in person.

The judge said under Sec-
tion 32 of the Advocate Act,
1961, permission for cross-
examination in person can
be granted only after taking
some provisions into consid-
eration. The court explained
the situation to Ms, Indrani
Mukerjea and her lawyer Sa-
na Khan and asked them to
file a proper application.
The court will hear their ap-
plication on June 22.

Ms. Mukerjea had put for-
ward the request after Mr.
Rahul, the son of former me-
dia baron Peter Mukerjea

Indrani Mukerjea after
appearing before the court
in Mumbai on Friday. semi

who is also an accused in the
murder case, gave his testi-
mony in court,

Phone recordings played
For the second consecutive
day on Saturday, several re-
cordings of telephonic con-
versations between Mr. Ra-
hul, Mr. Peter and Ms.
Mukerjea were played in the
court of special CBIL judge
S.P. Naik-Nimbalkar.

Mr. Rahul had told the

court earlier that he began
recording the phone calls of
Ms. Mukerjea after he had
found her replies to ques-
tions about Sheena’s whe-
reabouts suspicious.

In the multiple conversa-
tions played before the court
on Saturday, Mr. Rahul is
heard expressing his fear
and concern about Sheena’s
disappearance. In the series
of conversations, both Mr.
Peter and Ms. Mukerjea can
be heard trying to convince
Mr. Rahul that nothing
wrong had happened to
Sheena and she will contact
them within a week or two,

In one of the calls, Mr. Pe-
ter told Mr. Rahul that he
had spoken to Sheena. He
told Mr. Rahul that the call
was received on Ms. Muker-
jea’s mobile phone. Mr. Ra-
hul responded by saying that
Ms. Mukerjea was in posses-
sion of Sheena’s phone.

- AAP eyes first election

victory in Haryana

‘Corruption-free
regime’, ‘Kejriwal
Model planks for
civic poll today
ASHOK KUMAR

GURUGRAM

Riding high on its new-found
popularity in Haryana, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is
aiming to register its first-ev-
er electoral victory in the
State in the municipal polls
on Sunday.

The party, which is con-
testing 45 of the 46 civic bo-
dies going to the polls, isina
direct contest with the rul-
ing coalition of the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) and the
Jannayak Janta Party (JJP).

The Congress has decided
not to contest the elections.
The results of the polls to 28
municipal committees and
18 municipal councils will be
declared on June 22.

Following its sweeping
victory in Punjab, AAP is try-
ing to gain a foothold in Ha-
ryana. Since 2014, the party
has failed to register a win in
the State in the two Lok Sab-
ha elections and the 2019 As-
sembly polls.

AAP’s State leaders and
its MLAs from Delhi have
started campaigning in full
swing on the twin planks of
a “corruption-free regime”
and the “Kejriwal Model”,

“The Congress sowed the
seeds of corruption, and the
BJP-[JP government watered
and fertilized it. Corruption
is rampant in municipal bo-
dies in the State. Tenders are
floated and payments made,
but no work is done. This
election will lay the founda-
tion for a change in the sys-
tem,” said AAP Rajya Sabha
MP and Haryana in-charge
Sushil Gupta at a rally in
Gharonda.

‘Huge response’

Former Sirsa MP Ashok Tan-
war, who quit the Trinamool
Congress and joined AAP in
April this year, said the party
was presenting itself as an al-
ternative to the BJP-JJP al-
liance and the Congress.

Mr. Tanwar said the res-
ponse to the party’s rallies
and roadshows in the State
was “huge” and it stood a
fair chance of emerging vic-
torious in areas bordering
Punjab such as Jind, Kaithal
and Fatehabad.

He said the party was also
putting up a good fight at
Sohna, Narnaul, Meham and
Palwal.

AAP’s South Haryana spo-
kesperson Sarika Verma said
“door-to-door campaigning”
has always been the party’s
forte and its candidates and
workers are trying to reach
out to each and every voter,
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BIP using Central agencies to
threaten MLAS: Nana Patole

Maharashtra will witness a miracle in Council polls, says NCP

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Congress presi-
dent Nana Patole on Satur-
day accused the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) of using

the Central probe agencies
to threaten Congress MLAs
to vote for the Opposition
party’s candidates in the
Council polls on June 20,

“The BJP-led Central go-
vernment is abusing [State]
machinery to harass the Op-
position across the country.
These [Central] agencies are
being misused to suppress
the voice of the Opposition.
Our MLAs are being called
directly and asked to favour
the BJP," Mr. Patole said. The
Congress leader said more
information on this matter
would be brought to light “at
an appropriate time”.

Mr. Patole said the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) allianc-
e’s failure to win an extra
seat in the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions would not be repeated
in the Council polls.

“The BJP is creating obsta-
cles, but the numbers are on
our side. We need 12 votes to
win the extra seat, while the
BJP needs 22 votes. The BJP
is claiming victory on the ba-
sis of its money power and

Maharashtra Congress
president Nana Patole.

the ability to use the central
probe agencies, but it will
not work this time. The MVA
will win all the six seats it is
contesting,” he said.

Meanwhile, the National-
ist Congress Party (NCP) said
the State “will witness a mi-
racle” on polling day.

“We are holding discus-
sions on how to ensure that
all our candidates receive
the required number of
votes. Independent MLAs
have been contacted and
they have all confirmed that
they will vote as per the di-
rections of Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray,” Deputy
Chief Minister and NCP lead-
er Ajit Pawar said.

Mr. Pawar said the votes
required for a candidate to

Savouring success

Ecstatic: Students flash the victory sign at Rajat Girls' College in Lucknow on Saturday after the Uttar Pradesh Madhyamik Shiksha
Parishad announced the results of the board exams of Classes X and XII. A total of 163 inmates lodged in various prisons in the
State also cleared the exams, an official said. =sanoeer saxena

win is now around 26 as the
strength of the 288-member
Assembly has reduced to
285 following the demise of
Sena MLA Ramesh Latke
and the arrest of two NCP
leaders: Nawab Malik and
Anil Deshmulch.

‘All MLAs will back MVA?
“We are sure that not only
our MLAs but also the Oppo-
sition MLAs will vote for our
candidates by following
their conscience,” he said.

Both the Congress and
NCP have denied reports of
divisions within the MVA.

The BJP’s five candidates
for the elections are Pravin
Darekar, Ram Shinde, Shri-
kant Bharatiya, Uma Khapre
and Prasad Lad.

The three parties that
form the ruling MVA have
fielded two candidates each.
The Shiv Sena has fielded Sa-
chin Ahir and Amshya Padvi,
the NCP has placed its bets
on Ramraje Naik-Nimbalkar
and Eknath Khadse, and the
Congress has nominated
Chandrakant Handore and
Bhai Jagtap.

There is likely to be a face-
off between Mr. Lad of the
BJP and Mr. Jagtap of the
Congress for the 10th seat.

Consulting my
supporters,
says Bishnoi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH
Adampur Congress MLA
Kuldeep Bishnoi on Satur-
day said he is consulting
his supporters to decide
his next course of action,
days after he cross-voted in
the Rajya Sabha polls and
appears to be warming up
to the BJP.

“l am consulting my
supporters on next step af-

ter which [ will decide next -

course of action,” said Mr.
Bishnoi, who was expelled
by the Congress recently
from all party positions.

When asked if he is in
touch with the BJP leaders,
Mr. Bishnoi said his next
step will be taken keeping
in mind the interests of pe-
ople of Haryana and his
constituency. Mr. Bishnoi,
younger son of former Ha-
ryana CM Bhajan Lal, was
speaking in Delhi after Ra-
jva Sabha MP Kartikeya
Sharma had called on him
at his residence there.
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Suspect in Secunderabad vio

Subba Rao, who runs Sai Defence
academy, is accused of inciting violence

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA

The police have reportedly
taken Avula Subba Rao, who
allegedly instigated the vio-
lence at the Secunderabad
railway station on Friday, in-
to custody.

Mr. Subba Rao, who esta-
blished Sai Defence Acade-
my at Narsaraopet in Andhra
Pradesh, as well as in Hyde-
rabad and other places, is ac-
cused of inciting violence at
Secunderabad station over
the implementation of Agni-
path scheme, on Friday.

The trouble-mongers
burnt some bogies and re-
sorted to arson at the railway
station. One person, Damo-
dar Rakesh of Narsampet in
Telangana, reportedly died
in the firing,

Opposing the recruitment
of Agniveers through the Ag-
nipath scheme, protesters
reportedly planned attacks

IN BRIEF

Verdict on Dileep's bail
cancellation on June 28
KOCHI

The Kerala special court
trying the actor assault case
wrapped up the hearing on
the prosecution application
for the cancellation of the
bail of actor Dileep, the
eighth accused in the case,
on Saturday and adjourned
for passing the verdict on
June 28. The application was
moved on the ground that
Dileep tried to influence
witnesses. The prosecution
has demanded audio samples
of accused Dileep, Anoap,
Sarath, Suraj and Hyderali.

on major railway stations,
Central government offices
and army recruitment offices
in Andhra Pradesh.

The accused, Subba Rao,
an ex-serviceman, allegedly
sent messages and provoked
the Army aspirants and insti-
gated the youth, thereby
causing violence, the investi-
gation officers suspect.

Meanwhile, security was
tightened at Guntur, Vijaya-
wada, Tirupati, Visakhapat-
nam, Nellore, Srikakulam,
Rajahmundry and other rail-
way and bus stations to pre-
vent any untoward incidents.

Loss to Railways
Divisional Railway Manager-
Secunderabad, Abhay Ku-
mar Gupta, on Saturday said
the loss of property caused
due to Friday’s arson and
rioting is to the tune of %12
crore.

“This is apart from com-

Security personnel; guarding the Vijayawada railway station on
Saturday. s=c.n.RAO

pensations — to be quantified
and paid for food stall ven-
dors, refunds for ticket book-
ings and losses due to delay
in transporting goods,” he
said, adding that most amen-
ities at the station for passen-
gers were restored.

Trains were operated
from the junction from 6.30
p.m. on Friday, soon after
the police removed the prot-

esters from the premises and
took some of them into cus-
tody. Train operations res-
umed smoothly as there was
no damage to the tracks and
the signalling system.

Authorities on Friday had
initially pegged the losses at
%3 crore, and later at 37
crore.

Although the senior offi-
cial said he would not com-

ence arrested

Agnipath scheme sets
off protests in Kerala

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The Ministry of Defence’s
new military recruitment
scheme, Agnipath, has
triggered street protests in
Kerala. Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan has
demanded that the Centre
rollback the proposal.

In Palakkad, the All India
Youth Front (ALYF)

demonstrated against the
scheme. In
Thiruvananthapuram,
protesting aspirants
marched to the Raj Bhavan,
demanding the Centre ditch
the scheme. The protesters
from various northern
Kerala districts took out a
march to the Kozhikode
railway station on Saturday
morning.

ment on ‘the police firing on
Friday’, he opined that the
action was “a spontaneous
reaction and the need of the
hour™.

“Probably, the local police
who were assisting us took
the decision to open fire,” he
said, not commenting
further.

Mr. Gupta said normal
traffic was restored at the sta-

ED notice to Swapna over charges against CM

The accused in diplomatic gold case to
appear for questioning on June 22

KERALA BUREAU
KOCHI

In a development pregnant
with political implications,
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has issued a notice to di-
plomatic channel gold case
accused Swapna Suresh to
appear for questioning at the
agency’s office in Kochi on
June 22,

The ED’s notice to Swapna
was widely perceived as the
precursor to an investigation
into the allegations raised by
her against Kerala Chief Mi-
nister Pinarayi Vijayan and
his family.

Ms. Suresh had set off a
political storm by filing a
SWOIT statement in court re-

Telangana Minister holds

talks with agitating students

Stir in Basar varsity enters fifth day

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BASAR

Even as the ongoing stir by
the students of the Rajiv
Gandhi University of Know-
ledge Technologies
(RGUKT) at Basar in Nirmal
district of Telangana en-
tered the fifth day on Satur-
day, Forest Minister A. In-
drakaran Reddy held talks
with the agitating students
on the university campus on
Saturday evening to end the
deadlock.

Though sources in the
university claimed that the
meeting ended on a positive
note paving the way for like-
Iy resumption of the classes
for the six-year integrated
course from Monday, the re-
presentatives of the student
governing council insisted
that they would call off the
agitation only after receiv-
ing concrete assurances in
writing from the Chief Mi-
nister’s Office.

Non-resident Keralites pour out their woes

At the meeting, some of
the students reportedly
pointed out that the earlier
assurances given by the
authorities to appoint a reg-
ular Vice-Chancellor and de-
ploy women police on the
campus still  remained
unfulfilled.

They reiterated their ap-
peal to the State govern-
ment to heed to their ge-
nuine demands, including
provision of requisite amen-
ities and laptops, appoint-
ment of adequate faculty
members, renovation of the
hostel building and upgra-
dation of library, among
others.

Undeterred by intermit-
tent rain, the agitating stu-
dents squatted on the pre-
mises of the campus
holding umbrellas to press
for their 12-point charter of
demands as part of the on-
going sit-in protests from
dawn to dusk on Saturday.

lating to her public claim
that Mr. Vijayan had alleged-
Iy exploited the heft of his of-
fice to import contraband
gold and send tranches of fo-
reign currency abroad via
the UAE Consulate’s diplo-
matic channel during the
previous Left Democratic
Front (LDF) administration.
Ms. Suresh accusations
had cast Mr. Vijayan at the
centre of an evolving high-le-
vel political scandal and
shoved the State into anoth-
er acrimonious season of ag-
gressive street protests.
Scores of persons were in-
jured on both sides when the
Congress and the BJP work-
ers clashed with the police

Swapna Suresh

across Kerala, demanding
Mr. Vijayan's resignation.

Intense speculation swir-
led around whether Ms. Su-
resh’s “disclosures” would
lay the ground for a possible
criminal investigation into
Mr. Vijayan.

The Congress and the BJP
have alleged that Ms. Su-
resh’'s “disclosures” con-

tained significant evidence
of “criminality” against the
previous LDF administra-
tion, including former Minis-
ter K.T. Jaleel, MLA.

However, the CPL(M) has
accused an “RSS front organ-
isation” of goading Ms. Su-
resh to taint Mr. Vijayan pol-
itically. It claimed that the
outfit had succoured her af-
ter her release on bail from
prison and deployed her asa
political tool against the
government.

The LDF administration
has pushed back by opening
a criminal inquiry against
Ms. Suresh for allegedly con-
spiring to denigrate the go-
vernment. Ms. Suresh’s alle-
gations also generated a
seemingly unending cycle of
riveting political drama and
heated television debates.

tion, and there was also no
delay in train schedules on
Saturday, except for two
trains whose rakes were
damaged. A detailed evalua-
tion of the losses and addi-
tional compensations was
being worked out, and a re-
port would be submitted to

the Ministry, he added.
(With inputs from
Hyderabad)

Heavy rain in
Bengaluru
claims 2 lives

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

Heavy rains that lashed the
city on Friday night left
two dead and another mis-
sing.

Mithun Kumar, 28, a re-
sident of K.R. Puram, was
washed away in the storm-
water drain right next to
his house on Friday. Des-
pite the efforts by the State
Disaster Response Force
his body could not be reco-
vered. In another incident,
Muniyamma, 62, was killed
and two others injured
when the compound wall
of an apartment collapsed
and fell over two adjoning
houses. The other two are
said to be out of danger.

Cool dip

wind and ride the waves on the R.K. Beach in Visakhapatnam on Saturday. =«.r.Deepak

Issues have increased manifold in the Gulf post pandemic, says activist

STAFF REPORTER
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The COVID-19 pandemic has
piled on the misery for mi-
grant workers abroad with
many suffering job losses
and rampant wage theft.
Some families also withdrew
children from schools owing
to fee default.

The crisis has also paved
the way for many migrants
to pursue illegal way for em-
ployment, often exposing
themselves to exploitation. A
plethora of issues faced by
non-resident Keralites
{NoRKs) came to the fore at
an open forum held on the
sidelines of the Loka Kerala
Sabha on Saturday.

P.M. Jabir, the Muscat-
based migrant rights activist,
said problems faced by mi-
grants, particularly in the
Middle East, had increased

™
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Migrant rights activist P.M. Jabir speaking at an open forum in
Thiruvananthapuram on Saturday. sajavakumar

manifold in the post-pan-
demic world.

“Numerous workers have
faced salary cuts as high as
50-60% and are witnessing
their service conditions be-
ing flouted by exploitative
employers. There has also
been an increase in undocu-
mented migrant workers
with employers refusing to

»

renew their work visas,” he
said.

Former diplomat and Of-
ficer on Special Duty on ex-
ternal cooperation of the
State government Venu Raja-
mony highlighted the threat
of unskilled migrant workers
getting duped, trafficked,
and exploited in large num-
bers.

In the absence of a demo-
cratic system and free press
in Gulf countries, the former
Consul General of India in
Dubai stressed the relevance
of close coordination bet-
ween diplomatic missions
and Indian associations to
share vital information and
initiate steps to rescue those
in difficulty.

Mr. Rajamony also felt on-
ly skilled workers might be
able to migrate in the years
to come, raising relevance of
the need to upgrade skill
training in their places of ori-
gin,
Kerala State Planning
Board expert member and
travel documentary film-
maker Santhosh George Ku-
langara proposed the crea-
tion of a ‘job portal' that
could link skilled NoRK re-
turnees with job providers.

i the
¢ formed itselfinto a food-sur-
i plus State adding to the
i country's public distribu-
i tion system. From the sev-
i ere loss faced during the
i Super Cyclone of 1999, Od-
: isha is now a model in disas-
i ter management acknow-
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Odisha CM to embark on

Last time when Mr. Pat-

¢ naik was on foreign soil in
i 2012, he had faced rebellion
i back home. He had to rush
i back to bring the situation
i under control.

According to the Chief Mi-

nister's Office, Mr. Patnaik
: would lead a delegation to
i Rome and Dubai.

“The World Food Pro-

i gram has extended an invi-
i tation to Mr. Patnaik to visit
its Headquarters in Rome
i and share the transforma-
: tive initiatives of Qdisha in
i the field of food security
i and disaster management,”
i the CMO said.

Qdisha has, according to
government, trans-

i ledged by the United
i Nations.
To meet Pope

¢ “Odisha CM will meet WFP
i Executive Director David
i Beasley and senior leader-
i ship. He will have detailed
¢ discussions

on Qdisha's
partnership with the WFP
and future projects which

i will help the State in ensur-
i ing food security in a sus-
: tainable manner,” said the
i CMO.

During his stay in Rome,

Mr. Patnaik is scheduled to
i meet Pope Francis in The

Holy See, Vatican. Besides,

he will meet Odia diaspora
¢ from various parts of Eu-
i rope. The State would seek

2-nation tour tomorrow

This is his first foreign trip in a decade

{ SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

i Odisha Chief Minister Na-
i veen Patnaik will embark on
i atwo-nation tour, covering
¢ Italy and United Arab Emi-
: rates (UAE) from June 20,
¢ which is his first foreign trip
i after more than a decade.

Naveen Patnaik.

engaging diaspora in pro-
moting the art and culture
of Odisha.

On the second leg of his
visit, Mr. Patnaik will meet
the investors from West Asia
and adjoining regions in Du-
bai and extend invitation to
the potential investors, A
high level industrial delega-
tion from the State would
accompany Mr. Patnaik in
the meet for possible part-
nerships with the foreign
investors.

Chief Secretary Suresh
Mohapatra, Secretary to CM
(5T) V.K. Pandian, Principal
Secretary Food and Civil
Supplies V.V. Yadav, Princi-
pal Secretary Industries He-
mant Sharma and Resident
Commissioner in New Delhi
Ravi Kant will be part of the
delegation.

Mr. Patnaik recently cele-
brated completion of 25
years in public service, The
first visit of the CM hap-
pened in May 2012. He was
accompanied by his private
secretary Mr. Pandian.

On May 29, 2012, while he
was in the United Kingdom,
many MLAs gathered at the
house of late Pyari Mohan
Mohapatra, then a powerful
adviser to Mr. Patnaik. Ho-
wever, political observers
believe that Mohapatra
could not gather the re-
quired number to dislodge
the government. The CM
had told a news agency in
London that in his absence,
a party MP was stirring trou-
ble against his State
government.

ED searches houses
of TDP leaders in A.P.

Sleuths confiscate some documents

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
ANANTAPUR

About 20 Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) officials, sup-
ported by Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) per-
sonnel, conducted searches
and questioned Telugu De-
sam Party former MP J.C. Di-
wakar Reddy and current
Tadipatri municipal chair-
man J.C. Prabhakar Reddy
from the early hours of Fri-
day till Saturday morning.

The officials reportedly
confiscated some docu-
ments and left the houses of
Mr. Prabhakar Reddy, Diwa-
kar Reddy and a Class 1 con-
tractor in the early hours of
Saturday.

The ED officials refused
to talk to mediapersons, but
Mr. Diwakar Reddy came
out of the house after they
left, and told the press that
they took away some docu-
ments.

When asked what the

ED officials conducting
searches on the house of J.C.
brothers in Anantapur.

search or questioning of the
J.C. brothers was for, he said
he himself did not know and
that the officials had taken
whichever documents they
wanted,

Recently, some BJP lead-
ers had visited their house
and the mediapersons en-
quired if the searches were
part of any political vendet-
ta. To this, Mr. Diwakar Red-
dy said there was nothing
political in this matter and
refused to elaborate further.

Odisha man reaps success in Kerala fields

Railway officer cultivates paddy, vegetables on 2.5 acres of land at Kanjiramattom

M.P. PRAVEEN
Kocn

‘When his job with the Indian
Railways brought him to Ker-
ala almost two decades ago,
Harihar Majhi, hailing from
Kendujhar in Odisha, also
brought along his passion for
farming.

Flourishing backyard
farming used to be a distinc-
tive feature wherever he
stayed, leaving people in the
neighbourhood amazed at
the fresh vegetables, which
the affable man shared with
them.

During his stint as the sta-
tion master at Kanjiramat-
tom, about 25 km southeast
of Kochi city, nine years ago,
Mr., Majhi as usual turned the
property around his house
into a veritable vegetable
garden. Impressed by the
quality of his vegetables and

.
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4
Harihar Majhi working on his
field at Kanjiramattom.

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

his dedication in tending to
them, a man in the neigh-
bourhood volunteered to ar-
range land for farming on a
larger scale.

And, Mr. Majhi began cul-
tivating 2.5 acres of land.
Since then, the land, which
includes parcels both taken

®
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on lease and allowed to use
for free, has doubled pro-
ducing largely organic paddy
and vegetables, for which
there is a regular clientele
who get it delivered at their
doorstep at less than the pre-
vailing market price.

“I hail from a family of
farmers and so farming has
always been a part of my life
since childhood. Iwant to do
my bit for the good health of
people who seem too preoc-
cupied for it,” said the 47-
vear-old man, who now
serves as a chief enquiry and
reservation supervisor with
the Railways.

Shift to Kerala

When his devotion to farm-
ing kept him away from his
family for years, they chose
to shift to Kerala in 2015.
Now, his wife and four chil-

dren are equally enthusiastic
about tending to the field
even as their home doubles
up as a storehouse.

On an average, the paddy
fields on 2.50 acres produce
20 quintals of rice a year
during the two sowing sea-
sons while the vegetable
farming on the rest of the
land return anywhere bet-
ween three to five quintals
during the peak nine months
as Mr. Majhi keeps changing
the crops according to sea-
301S.

He tends to the field dur-
ing the early morning hours
before joining duty and the
after-job hours are devoted
to delivering the produce.
While the majority of the
produce goes to regular cus-
tomers, the surplus finds its
ways to shops across the city
and suburbs.
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Centre offers to
sweeten Agnipath deal

Earlier in the day speaking
at the TV9 global summit,
Mr. Singh termed the Agni-
path scheme as a “transfor-
mative reform” and noted
that several government de-
partments have announced
priority in selecting Agni-
veers, upon completing of
four years, for their recruit-
ment processes and added
that if Agniveers want to
take up other work, they
would also be given the fa-
cility of loans at a cheaper
interest rates.

M. Singh also stated that
Agniveers will be given the
same quality training that
soldiers are getting today.
“Training time may be short
but there will be no compro-
mise in the quality,” he
added.

The Department of

School Education and Lite-
racy through its autono-
mous institution, the Na-
tional Institute of Open
Schooling, has announced
that it will institute a special
programme in consultation
with defence authorities to
enable those Agniveers who
have passed Class 10 to
further their education and
obtain a Class 12 qualifica-
tion by developing custo-
mised courses that are rele-
vant to their area of service.

This certificate is recog-
nised for both employment
and higher education pur-
poses in the whole country,
it said. The Ministry of Edu-
cation has also decided to
launch a three-year skill-
based bachelor degree pro-
gramme for serving defence
personnel.

Stir spreads; railway
station gutted in Bihar

The protesting aspirants set
Taregna railway station,
about 30 km from Patna, on
fire and vandalised police
posts and some vehicles
parked there. Some ambu-
lances too were damaged at
Arwal in Patna district. The
protesters continued van-
dalism in Masaurhi, Jehana-
bad, Fatuha, Munger and
other places.

Seventeen trains originat-
ing from different stations of
Eastern Railways were can-
celled.

While 15 trains that were
scheduled on Saturday were
cancelled, two Raxaul sum-
mer specials and the Kolka-
ta-Jhanshi Pratham Swatan-
trata Sangram  Express
scheduled on Sunday were
cancelled.

While there was no vio-
lence in Kolkata on Satur-
day, there were protests in

the city and its suburbs
Supporters of the All [ndia
Democratic Students Organ-
isation, the student wing of
SUCI (Communist), held
protests at Hazra crossing in
the city, only 100m from the
residence of the Chief
Minister.

The protesters were
picked up by the police. A
group also tried to block
Railway services by protest-
ing on the tracks near Bar-
rackpore Railway station.

In Punjab, a group of
protesters damaged win-
dowpanes at the Ludhiana
railway station, while in Ja-
landhar, protesters staged a
march. In Haryana, some
protesters set a vehicle on
fire outside Mahendergarh
railway station.

(With inputs from Patna,

Kolkata, Chandigarh,
Hyderabad)

Two killed in Kabul
gurdwara attack

“We have been closely mon-
itoring developments since
the news of the attack was
received. Our first and fore-
most concern is for the wel-
fare of the community,” Mr.
Jaishankar added.

M. Naeem, the spokes-
person of the Political Office
of the Taliban, said, “The Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanis-
tan strongly condemns the
targeting of the Hindu tem-
ple in Kabul by the enemies
of the Afghan people. It ex-
presses its condolences to
the families of the victims
and stresses that firm and
serious measures will be ta-
ken to identify and punish
the perpetrators of this
crime.”

The gurdwara in Kabul
has been home to at least

150 Sikhs, who have been
staying there since the fall of
the Ashraf Ghani govern-
ment last August. Around
30 devotees were present in
the prayer hall at the time of
the attack and several man-
aged to flee,

The gurdwara had been
attacked by the Islamic State
in the past. In March 2020,
an attack on this temple
claimed at least 25 lives and
left dozens injured. The lat-
est attack has come days af-
ter India sent a senior diplo-
mat to hold dialogue with
the Taliban in Kabul. During
talks with Joint Secretary J.P.
Singh, Taliban's Foreign Mi-
nister Mawlawi Amir Khan
Muttaqi urged New Delhi to
reopen its diplomatic mis-
sion in Kabul,

400 under scanner for
helping Chinese firms

A response from The Insti-
tute of Company Secretaries
of India (ICSI) was awaited.

Since October last, about
half a dozen Chinese com-
panies engaged in telecom,
fintech and manufacturing
have been raided by the In-
come Tax authorities over
allegations of tax evasion
and under-invoicing.

On June 1, the MCA
amended the Companies
{Appointment and Qualifi-
cation of Directors) Rules,
2014 that makes it mandato-
ry to get a security clearance
from the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) if any indivi-
dual belonging to a country
that shares a boundary with
India intends to become di-
rector or shareholder in an
Indian company. The offi-
cial said that the decision
will impact Chinese compa-
nies that operate in India
through subsidiaries incor-
porated in other countries.

On April 18, 2020, the
DIPP with an objective to
curb opportunistic takeover
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by Chinese companies of
loss-making Indian firms,
notified a new rule making
prior government approval
mandatory for FDI from
countries which share a
land border with India.

As FDI is allowed in non-
critical sectors through the
automatic route, earlier
these proposals would have
been cleared without the
MHA’s nod.

Prior government appro-
val or security clearance
from the MHA is required
for investments in critical
sectors such as defence, me-
dia, telecommunication, sa-
tellites, private security
agencies, civil aviation and
mining and any investments
from Pakistan and
Bangladesh

In October, 2020 an FDI
Proposal Review Committee
headed by the Union Home
Secretary and Secretary
DIPP as member was consti-
tuted for intensive assess-
ment of security clearances
for Chinese FDI proposals.

»

- Policeman killed in Pulwama,
4th targeted killing since May

Police say the body of Faroog Ahmad was found in paddy fields near his home

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

[n the fourth targeted killing
since May this year, militants
shot dead an off-duty police-
man in Pulwama of south
Kashmir on Saturday.

The police said the body
of sub-inspector Farooq Ah-
mad Mir from Samboora,
Pulwama, posted in the 23
battalion of Indian Reserve
Police, was found in a paddy
field near his home.

“Preliminary  investiga-
tion reveals that he had left
home for work in his paddy
fields yesterday in the even-
ing, where he was shot dead
by terrorists using a pistol,”
the police said.

There are growing inci-
dents of targeted killings of
policemen in Kashmir. Three
policemen were shot dead in
the Valley in May.

‘A wreath-laying ceremo-
ny was held at Lethpora in
Pulwama for the deceased

With a heavy heart: Senior police officers carry the coffin of slain sub-inspector Faroog Ahmad
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Mir during a wreath-laying ceremony at Lethpora on Saturday. =wnissar AHMAD

policeman on Saturday after-
noon. Top police officers
and the family members of
the deceased laid floral
wreaths.

The deceased policeman,
a resident of Samboora, Pa-
mopre, was appointed in the
Jammu and Kashmir Police

in 1998 as a constable and
was promoted to the rank of
a sub-inspector last year.

He is survived by an aged
father, son and two daught-
ers. Jammu and Kashmir Ap-
ni Party president Altaf Buk-
hari condemned the killing.

“I condemnn this act of ter-

ror in the strongest possible
terms. My heart goes out to
the bereaved family,” Mr.
Bukhari said. Meanwhile, se-
curity forces have detected
and defused an explosive ob-
ject along Baramulla-Hand-
wara highway in the Ganapo-
ra area of Langate, Kupwara.

Flood situation
grim in Northeast

Death toll rises to 62 in Assam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The flood situation in Assam
and Meghalaya continues to
remain grim with no signs of
a let-up in the rain.

The Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA) said that more
than 31 lakh people have
been affected across 32 dis-
tricts in the State.

Eight people drowned or
were washed away on Satur-
day, taking the death total to
62 since April with landslips
claiming the lives of 11 of
them, while 19 people have
been reported missing over
the past 36 hours.

The 1,206.7-mm rainfall
the State has received till
June 16 has affected
1,59,441.84 hectares of
crops. The Northeast Fron-
tier Railway cancelled a
number of trains since June
16 as the tracks were inun-
dated at several places.

The severity of the disas-
ter made Prime Minister Na-

PM launches a slew of projects in Gujarat

357-km dedicated freight corridor track worth over 316,000 crore is among the works flagged off

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday launched
schemes and projects worth
¥21,000 crore in his home
State Gujarat that goes to the
Assembly polls in six
months.

[n his fifth visit to the State
since March, Mr. Modi, in Va-
dodara, laid the foundation
stone of projects for Indian
Railways worth more than
Z16,000 crore, which in-
cludes a new 357-km Palan-
pur-Madar section of a dedi-
cated freight corridor (DFC)
track.

He laid foundation stones
for the redevelopment of Su-
rat, Udhna, Somnath and Sa-
barmati railway stations in
the State.

He dedicated 1,38,000
houses worth 1,800 crore in
urban areas and 1,530 crore
in rural areas. The houses
have been built as part of
Pradhan Mantri Avas Yojna
(PMAY) scheme.

Additionally, he laid the
foundation stone for a new
campus of the the Central

e

Bright future: Narendra Modi being felicitated at the inauguration of various development
projects during the 'Gujarat Gaurav Abhiyan' in Vadodara on Saturday. =emi

university near Vadodara.
The new campus will be de-
veloped at a cost of around
%425 crore and will be able to
accommodate over 2,500
students. Currently, the Guj-
arat Central University func-
tions from a temporary cam-
pus in Gandhinagar.

Ahead of the Assembly
polls, the PM launched the
“Mukhyamantri Matrushakti

PM pens blog on
mother’s struggles

He visits her on her 100th birthday

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited his mother
Heeraba Modi in Gandhina-
gar on Saturday to mark her
100th birthday, also writing
a long, personal blog post
about her life and struggles.

The blog post, translated
and released in various In-
dian languages, speaks in
detail about Ms. Modi’s life
and struggles and the strug-
gles of the Modi family as a
whole as they dealt with a
scarcity of resources, with
the Prime Minister’s father,
Damodardas Modi, selling
tea at the railway station in
Vadnagar, and Ms. Modi tak-
ing in washing from nearby
houses to make ends meet.

“Maa... this isn’t a mere
word but it captures a range
of emotions. Today, 18th
June is the day my Mother
Heeraba enters her 100th
year. On this special day, 1
have penned a few thoughts
expressing joy and grati-
tude,” Mr. Modi tweeted.

For the first time per-
haps, he has described the
reaction of his parents to his
decision to leave home to
travel on his own as a young
man.

While his father was dis-
heartened with his decision,
and expressed it in a terse
“do as you wish”, it was Mr.
Modi’'s mother who per-
suaded his father to let him
go with their blessings. She
asked Damodardas Modi to
consult an astrologer, who

PM with his mother Heeraba
Modiin Gandhinagar.
®SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

then told the family that
Prime Minister Modi’s
“path"” was different and to
let him go with their bless-
ings. After he left home, Mr.
Modi said, his mother
switched from referring to
him as “ti” in Gujarat (a re-
ference to someone younger
than oneself) to “tame” (a
reference to someone se-
nior).

Hidden in the blog, there
seems to be a pointer to the
state of TV debates. The
Prime Minister writes that
his mother likes to keep up
to date with news and con-
temporary developments,
and on being asked by him
as to how much TV does she
watch, “she replied that
most people on TV are busy
fighting with each other,
and she only watches those
who calmly read out the
news and explain
everything.”

A personal blog of this na-
ture is a departure for Prime
Minister Modi.

Yojana” nutrition scheme for
pregnant and  nursing
mothers.

With an outlay of ¥800
crore, the scheme will see
monthly supply of 2 kg of
chickpeas, 1kg of yellow toor
dal and 1 kg of edible oil free
of cost from anganwadi
centres for three years. This
scheme was announced in
the Budget presented in the

Assembly for the
2022-23.

“Making the lives of wo-
men easier, reducing their
troubles and giving them op-
portunities to move ahead —
these are some of the top-
most priorities of our go-
vernment,” the Prime Minis-
ter said, addressing a
convention of women in
Vadodara.

year

He added that nutritional
deficiency was a big chal-
lenge in Gujarat when he
took over as Chief Minister in
2001 and since then, the
State government launched
many schemes to address
the issue and help women in
improving their nutritional
values.

The Poshan Sudha Yojana,
another programme that ad-
dresses the nutritional needs
of pregnant women, has
been expanded to all tribal-
dominated areas of Gujarat
in which around 1.36 lakh tri-
bal women will benefit from
it on a monthly basis.

During his speech, the PM
also talked about various
schemes and welfare pro-
grammes his government
has launched catering to dif-
ferent segments of society.

Ahead of the Asembly
polls, the Prime Minister has
been criss-cossing the State
visiting it almost once a
month. He has also launched
projects and  attended
around a dozen social events
via videoconferencing since
March in the State.

Temples in TN. to become
more accessible soon

Disabled, elderly-friendly facilities will be installed: Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAL

Major temples in the State
are set to become disabled
and elderly-friendly soon.
They will have facilities such
as wooden ramps and
wheelchair stations. Minis-
ter for Hindu Religious and
Charitable ~ Endowments
(HR&CE) P.K. Sekarbabu
said not just 47 major tem-
ples but all 509 class 11 tem-
ples would have these
facilities.

“This is one of the an-
nouncements made in the
Assembly. We are not just
going to provide ramps and
wheelchairs randomly. The
CM has advised that a prop-
er audit be held in all these

P.K. Sekarbabu

temples before the facilities
are provided. We will ensure
that the architecture of the
temples is not disturbed,” he
said.

Such ramps and wheel-
chairs have become impera-

tive since disabled persons
get married in temples. The
government had announced
a free set of clothes for dis-
abled couples tying the knot
in temples under the pur-
view of the department.

A major section of devo-
tees to temples are senior ci-
tizens. “We have planned to
create a proper system
through which families of
such persons can call in ad-
vance and book wheel-
chairs. Phone numbers will
be available on the depart-
ment website. We get many
requests for such a facility
from even non-resident In-
dians, The wheelchairs will
be serviced on a regular ba-
sis,” Mr. Sekarbabu added.

Cong. seeks answers from Modi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU
Ahead of a two-day visit of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Karnataka starting
on Monday, the Opposition
Congress has questioned his
silence on the alleged 40%
corruption in the State, a
scam in the recruitment of
police inspectors, function-
ing of the “double engine”
government, and its failure
on doubling the farmers’ in-
come and creation of em-
ployment opportunities.
The former Home Minis-
ter and KPCC working presi-
dent Ramalinga Reddy, who

sought to know the stance of
the Prime Minister on the al-
leged 40% commission in
the execution of works in the
State, said Mr. Modi had le-
velled baseless charges of
“10% commission” against
the previous Congress go-
vernment without any com-
plaint or evidence. Now, the
Karnataka Contractors’ As-
sociation had exposed al-
leged corruption in the go-
vernment but no probe had
been ordered, he said. Mr.
Reddy questioned the si-
lence of Mr. Modi on alleged
corruption in the govern-
ment and called him “Mouni

®
see

Baba”.

The Congress leader, who
wanted the Prime Minister
to release a list of the
achievements of the State
government during the last
four years, demanded answ-
ers from Mr. Modi for the de-
lay in providing necessary
clearances for the execution
of Mekedatu and Mahadayi
irrigation projects in the
State.

Mr. Reddy also ques-
tioned the silence of 25 BJP
MPs on State’s share of GST.
“When will MPs raise the is-
sue of injustice meted out to
the State in GST?” he asked.

rendra Modi call up Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma to take stock of the situa-
tion. “Earlier today, spoke
to Assam CM Shri @himan-
tabiswa and took stock of
the situation due to floods in
the State. Assured all possi-
ble support from the
Centre, " he said in a tweet.

“We are closely monitor-
ing the situation and provid-
ing the best help to people,”
Mr. Sarma said after touring
Nalbari district, one of the
worst-affected in western
Assam.

On Friday night, three
children were reported mis-
sing when a boat capsized in
Hojai district of central As-
sam, while 21 were rescued.
The incident happened
when the people were mov-
ing to a safer location.

The situation in Megha-
laya deteriorated with one
more death reported in the
South West Khasi Hills, tak-
ing the death toll to 32 since
April.
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NCPCR sees probe into
use of children in riots
NEW DELHI

The Natjonal Commission for
Protection of Child Rights on
Saturday urged the
governments of the States
that witnessed "communal
protests' over remarks made
by two now-sacked BJP
functionaries against Prophet
Muhammed to recommend
an NIA probe into the use of
children in the violence, The
use of children in last week's
violence may have been
coordinated by dubious
organisations, NCPCR
Chairperson Priyank
Kanoongo (in photo) said in a
post on Twitter. e

Aadhaar number to be
linked to voters list

NEW DELHI

The government has
amended the Registration of
Electors Rules to allow
linking Aadhaar details with
voters list to weed out
duplicate entries and making
election law gender neutral
for service voters. The
Legislative Department in the
Union Law Ministry issued
notifications on Friday night
announcing that the rules
have been amended in line
with the provisions of the
Election Laws (Amendment)
Act, 2021 passed by
Parliament in December last
year. The Registration of
Electors (Amendment) Rules,
2022 will come into force on
August 1. e

Compensation awarded
7 years after death

MUMBAI

Seven years after the death
of a young man, his family of
six members gets
compensation of over ¥43
lalch as directed by the Motor
Accident Claims Tribunal. The
wife, two children, sister and
parents of the deceased
sought compensation from
the Tribunal after Rafatulla
Baitulla Shaikh died in a
motor accident on August 5,
2015. The offending vehicle,
which was a bus driven by a
rash and negligent driver, hit
Rafatulla's motorcycle and he
was declared brought dead.
After the accident, the driver
did not provide any
assistance and ran away.

*Unanimous support on
need to stand with Lanla'
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar chaired a
consultative committee
meeting on the situation in Sri
Lanka on Saturday and said
there was "unanimous
support” on the need to stand
with the neighbouring
country in this difficult time.
During the meeting, it was
also conveyed that India gives
financial credit to other
nations on terms that do not
put these countries in trouble
in the future. Sources said
that the refugee issue was
also discussed. The
committee was informed that
only a few refugees have
arrived in the country. rri
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t’s the government that decides to send Bills to Standing Committees

Bills should be circulated well in advance of debate in the House, so that members have adequate time to prepare for it, says the Lok Sabha Speaker

NISTULA HEBBAR

SANDEEP PHUKAN

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, who has completed three years
in office, speaks on the new normal of functioning of Parlia-
ment in the shadow of a pandemic, parliamentary scrutiny
and the recent controversy over the remarks against Prophet
Muhammed by a now-sacked BJP spokesperson. Edited

excerpts.

We are trying to emerge
from two years of the
pandemic, through which
Parliament functioned, How
was Parliament affected by
the pandemic?

m During the pandemic, the
duration of sittings was re-
duced but if you look at the
figures, the Lok Sabha
clocked 167% productivity,
this is a record high.

Qur allotted time during
the truncated sessions was
between 4 p.m. and 9 p.m.
and members made full use
of the time. If you look at at-
tendance of members also, it
was higher than in non-pan-
demic periods; around 337
MPs on an average were pre-
sent in Parliament. So, the
working of Parliament was
not affected much. In terms

of what issues members
raised, more speakers raised
Zero Hour mentions and we
started, in this 17th Lok Sab-
ha, the practice of trying to
get a response to matters
mentioned then. In the de-
mands for grants debate,
four hours were allotted but
the House debated it for 15
hours. In terms of democrat-
ic dialogue, it has been arich
experience.

There are frequent
complaints by Opposition
that not enough Bills are
being sent to parliamentary
committees. Also, that
Ministries circulate Bills just
before the debate is taken
up onthem, not giving
enough time to prepare.

= Government, in the eighth

Agnipath protests: UP.
police arrest 340 people

Protests continued in Jaunpur district

OMAR RASHID

LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh police on
Saturday said they had ar-
rested 340 persons in con-
nection with the protests
that broke out in several
parts of the State against the
Agnipath scheme.

The police lodged 29 cas-
es in 12 districts. Out of the
340 persons arrested, 145
were charged under preven-
tive measures (Section 151 of
the Cr.PC), while 195 were
arrested under registered
FIRs, they said.

Meanwhile, protests con-
tinued in some districts, es-
pecially in Jaunpur where
several vehicles were dam-
aged. A State roadways bus
was vandalised and two mo-
torcycles set ablaze in Badla-
pur area of Jaunpur, while
another bus was set on fire
in Sikrara area, said K. Sa-

tyanarayan, IG Varanasi.
The officer said the protest-
ing youth were made to dis-
perse. The police would re-
gister separate FIRs for each
incident, he said.

“We will arrest them,”
said the IG.

In Aligarh, where several
vehicles and public proper-
ty were targeted on Friday,
police said they were taking
acting against those “insti-
gating” the protests through
microblogging sites and so-
cial media.

The police had also taken
into custody managers of
some coaching institutes for
allegedly instigating the ar-
my aspirants, said DIG Ali-
garh Deepak Kumar.

In Mathura, the police ar-
rested 43 persons, 35 in Ali-
garh, 36 in Varanasi, 41 in
Jaunpur, 20 in Mirzapur and
15 in Gautam Buddha Nagar.

session of the 17th Lok Sab-
ha, sent nearly 60% of the
Bills to the Standing Commit-
tees. Governments bring
Bills for the welfare of citi-
zens and [with regard to]
some Bills, government may
feel that to delay may lead to
a loss to the people. So they
may want to debate in the
House, maybe more than the
allotted time but not be so
much in favour of sending
the Bill to the Standing Com-
mittee, It’s the government
that makes the decision
whether Bills are sent to the
committee or not, and takes
the mandate of the House.

As for circulation of Bills
minutes before being debat-
ed, I have raised the issue
with the Parliamentary Af
fairs Ministry, and said that
Bills should be circulated
well in advance of debate, so
that members have an adeq-
uate time period to prepare
for debate,

You have been proactive in
encouraging those who have
never spoken in the House
to speak.

There is no rule, no
procedure for asking
people outside the
boundaries of this country
to be summoned at the
will of the Spealeer

C

m My aim is that the largest
number of new and women
members speak in the
House. There was for exam-
ple a first-time woman mem-
ber, who, because she didn’t
know either English or Hin-
di, only her local language,
felt inhibited in raising issues
in the House. [ called the
translator for her language
and helped her formulate a
speech, now she often

speaks in the House.

In fact, that is why I ask
that the House run beyond
its time, late into the night. In
the first session that I chaired
as Speaker, a record-break-
ing 1,066 members raised Ze-
ro Hour mentions, and we al-
so have, for the 17th Lok
Sabha, the all-time record of
182 people raising issues dur-
ing Zero Hour.

Facebook whistle-blower
Sophie Zhang has been
saying repeatedly that she
wants to depose before the
Standing Committee on
Information Technology,
but that you are not
allowing that to happen.

= As Speaker of the Lok Sab-
ha, in case a particular par-
liamentary committee wants
to summon witnesses to de-
pose before them, and if
these people are employed
with State governments or
under their jurisdictions,
then the Speaker can, at the
request of the committee,
ask that they present them-
selves. There is no rule, no

RLD holds silent protest
against Agnipath scheme

Tikait says BKU
will launch
agitation from
June 30

ANU] KUMAR
GHAZIABAD

Responding to the violent
protests in western Uttar
Pradesh on Friday against
the Agnipath scheme, the
Rashtriya Lok Dal suspend-
ed its plan to protest at the
district headquarters on Sa-
turday. Instead, party presi-
dent Chaudhary Jayant
Singh and the party MLAs vi-
sited the Kisan Ghat and re-
gistered a silent protest
against the short-term re-
cruitment scheme in the
armed forces.

Mr. Singh demanded the
government roll back the
scheme and appealed to the

protesters to use peaceful
means to register their
anguish.

Recently, Mr. Singh had
written to the Ministry of De-
fence demanding the cut-off
age for recruitment be ex-
tended by two years because
of the pandemic. Mr. Singh
said the Ministry had res-
ponded that it would be
against the established pro-
cedure of recruitment and
would not be fair with the
current batch of aspirants.

“Now that the govern-
ment has agreed to increase
the cut-off age by two years
in the Agnipath scheme, the
Ministry should answer why
it could not have been done
in the regular recruitment
process,” he said, adding
such flip-flops put the inten-
tion of the government un-
der a cloud.

Party spokesperson San-

deep Chaudhary said Mr.
Singh would go ahead with
the planned youth pan-
chayats across Western U.P.
from June 28 to July 16.

“The rural youth and
their parents are anguished.
Agnipath is being seen as a
euphemism for contract

jobs in the armed forces.

The government seeks to
misuse the youth's despera-
tion for jobs. However, we
don’t want them to damage
public property,” said Mr.
Chaudhary.

Meanwhile, describing
the Agnipath scheme as a
well-disguised fraud in the
name of employment, Bha-
rativa Kisan Union national
spokesperson Rakesh Tikait
said the organisation will
launch an agitation against
the scheme on June 30 by
holding a sit-in protest at the
district headquarters in U.P.

procedure for asking people
outside the boundaries of
this country to be sum-
moned at the will of the
Spealer.

I am being tagged every
day on Twitter for this, but 1
must clarify that as Speaker
there are no rules under
which [ can summon people
from abroad. Country repre-
sentatives of various compa-
nies have represented them
before the committee.

Certain remarks about
Prophet Muhammed
triggered quite a
controversy internationally.
A member of the Parliament
of the Maldives had moved a
resolution against India, but
it was eventually defeated.
Several other West Asian
countries condemned those
remarks, while a report in
the U.S. questioned religious
freedom in India. As the
custodian of the people’s
House of the world’s largest
democracy, how do you
view these developments?

m This issue doesn’t strictly

concern the functioning of
Parliament. Rather, it's about
relations between nations.
Everyone has the right to
speak about issues in their
own country.

But it is our expectation

Lok Sabha member S.
Jothimani also written to
you about breach of her
privilege. Would you act on
their complaint?

m Yes, a delegation had met

that the parliamentary pro-
ceedings of any country
should not get reduced to
making  allegations and
counter-allegations  about
another country.

You can surely discuss
events, but Parliament
should not be used pass reso-
lutions concerning another
country. Say when we dis-
cussed the Ukraine war, we
restricted ourselves to the
impact on India.

Similarly, when we pass a

and apprised me of the deve-
lopments that took place in
the past few days.

Subsequently, a represen-
tation was made in writing as
well.

There are well-defined
rules to deal with, and dis-
pose of, such issues. This
complaint too would be exa-
mined within those rules
and action will be taken.

You had said that the winter
session of this year will be

Bill here [Lok Sabha)], heldinthe new Parliament
another Parliament  building. So, are we on
shouldn’t be commenting on  track?

it until it directly impacts

them. mThe way construction

work is progressing, right
now we are six days behind
schedule.

But the pace of construc-
tion is quite good and we
hope to hold the winter ses-
sion in the new building.

A delegation of the Congress
met you to complain about
the Delhi Police
misbehaving with their MPs
during a protest against the
Enforcement Directorate.

Govt. has ignored voice of
protesters, says Sonia Gandhi

She terms scheme directionless, calls for peaceful protest

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Appealing for non-violent
protests, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi on Saturday
said that the Agnipath re-
cruitment scheme is direc-
tionless, and assured the
protesting youth of support
from the party.

“I am sad that the govern-
ment has announced the
scheme of new army recruit-
ment ignoring your voice,
which is completely direc-
tionless. Along with you,
many ex-servicemen and de-
fence experts have also
raised questions on this
plan,” Ms. Gandhi said in a
statement that was released
by the Congress communi-
cation chief Jairam Ramesh.

Ms. Gandhi, who is under-
going treatment for post CO-

Earlier in the day, former
party chief Rahul Gandhi
said that as the now-re-
pealed farm laws, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi will
have to become maafiveer
and withdraw the new re-
cruitment scheme.

‘Will have to withdraw’

Accusing the Modi govern-
ment of continuously insult-
ing the Jai jawan, jai Kisan
[Hail the soilder, hail the
farmer] slogan, Mr. Gandhi,
in a tweet, said, “I had said
earlier also that the Prime

Sonia Gandhi

VID issues in a Delhi hospi-

tal, added, “The Congress
stands firmly with the youth
and promises to protect
their interests by fighting to
get this scheme withdrawn.
Like a true patriot, we will
raise your voice by following
the path of truth, non-vio-
lence and peace.”

Minister will have to with-
draw the black farm laws. In
the same manner, he will
have to accept the demand
of the youth of the country
by becoming maafiveer and
taking back the Agnipath
scheme”.

Rajasthan govt. calls
for withdrawal of

f? TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS:TIRUPATI
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER-CUM-REVERSE TENDERING

Agnipath scheme

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

Adv.No.TTD-44021(34)/ 10/2021-Press SEC TTD Dt: 17-06-2022
e-Tenders are Invited for P d Supply of 6 Shy 2023 (50,000 Nos)
(2nd Call) as per tander notica & detalis of -tender. Please log on to the web sita
hitp:/ /1 (o) http://tonder.apeprocurement.gov.in.
Forfurther detalls, If any, please contact: 0877-2264355 (or) 0877-2284202.

The Rajasthan Council of Ministers on Sa-

Roc.No.PR4/ 89/PRO/2022, 2022 EXECUTIVE OFFICER

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY. e-Tender Notice

Tender No : SE/PHC/KKD/03/2022-23. JIM 2021-22: WSS to Chathamangalam
and adjoining 7 Panchayaths -.Construction of 14m dia intake well cum pump
house, Supplying, Laying, Testing and Commissioning of Raw water pumping
main, Gravity main from WTP to existing 18MLD sump, wastewater pipeline
from WTP and allied structures. EMD: Rs. 500000. Tender fee: Rs. 15000 +
18% GST. Last Date for submitting Tender : 11-07-2022, 05:00:pm.

Phone : 0495-2371046 Superintending Engineer
Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in PH Circle
'www.etenders.kerala.gov.in KWA-JB-GL-6-380-2022-23  Kozhikode

APPOINTMENT

turday passed a unanimous resolution

calling for immediate withdrawal of the
Agnipath scheme keeping in mind the
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larger public interest and the sentiment

of the youth.

Expression of Interest Invited

The Ministry also expressed concern
over the nationwide protests and vio-
lence over the scheme.

At the meeting presided over by Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot at his official resi-
dence here, the Council of Ministers said
the Centre should have had a comprehen-

The Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment
(KSCSTE) invites Expression of Interest for the empanelment of
Intellectual Property Firms for KSCSTE. For more details, visit
www.kscste.kerala.gov.in Last date for submission of Expression of
Interest in the prescribed format is 15.07.2022.

RO/01507/D3/2022/\&PRD MEMBER SECRETARY

sive discussion with all the stakeholders

before introducing any such scheme.

The Ministers also appealed to the
youth to raise their voice in a peaceful,
non-violent, democratic manner and
maintain restraint.

Official sources said here that the Mi-
nisters felt that the scheme would neither
secure the future of the youth, nor would
it enable the Army to face the challenges
with full confidence.

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION)

ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER P.W.D. ZONE:-II, JAIPUR
PWD Campus, Jacob Road, Jaipur
Phone:- 0141-2226537 Ex.:299
o-mall: acezoneii@yahoo.com / acejalpur2.pwd-rj
File No. 527 Date 10/06/2022
NIB No.-05/2022-23

Bids for 2 No. CM Budget Announcement works for year 2022-23
are invited from interested bidders upto 6-00 PM on 06-07-2022.
Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement
portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the
state; and http://pwd.rajashtan.gov.in. The approximate value of
the procurement is Rs. 2849.13 lacs.

INSTITUTE OF MATHEMATICS AND APPLICATIONS
Science & Technology Department, Govt. of Odisha
Andharua, Bhubaneswar-751029

Ref : No. IMA [ 42-Admission / 538 / 2022, date : 18.06.2022

ADMISSION NOTICE FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2022-23
EXTENSION OF LAST DATE OF APPLICATIONS : REGARDING
In continuation to the earlier notice vide notice number IMA/42-Admission/
283/2022, dtd. 8/4/2022 and IMA/42-Admission/387/2022, dtd.10/05/2022,
it is to notify that the last date of receipt of filled in application forms for

admission into PG and UG courses of IMA is further extended upto Monday,
July 4, 2022,

The date of entrance test will be notified later.

For procedure of application, application fees, Centers of Entrance Test
and the revised admission & course fee structure etc. please visit
https://www.iomaorissa.ac.in/fadmissions

Sdi-
CAD-848 DIRECTOR
— OIPR:-28010/11/0008/2223 4

Ve | NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS /-2
WITH MULTIPLE DISABILITIES (Divyangjan) AmitMehotsay
AT, Accradied by NAAG) (S0 90012015 Cortifd —HRD & Glial Sarvices)

Engineer/OHE, Construction,
Southern Railway, Chennai Egmore
invites E-Tender for the following
works.

“Provision of 25kV/240V, 25kVA
Auxiliary transformers at Salem

@

Tender Notice No. UBN No. PWD2223WLOB02617 (Manwar All)
OHE/CN/DyCEEf22-23/021177 UBN No. PWD2223WLOB02618 Addl. Chlef Englneer
Date:17.06.2022 DIPR/C/8260/2022 PWD Zone-ll, Jalpur
For and on behalf of The President
of India, The Dy.Chief Electrical GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER & BASIN MANAGER,

SUBARMANENRA & BUBNARALANGA BASIN, KT/P0:- LAXMIPOSL, DIST:-MAYURRHAN)
Government of Odisha *“e” PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Bid ldentification No.- 02 /22-23 of CEBM, SBB, Laxmiposi

yard along with associated work and

of Empowermant of Parsans with Disabilities{Divyangjan},
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt.of Indial
Muttukadu, East Coast Road, Kovalam (P.O}), Chennai - 803 112 Tamil Nadu - India.

Phone; 044 - 2?47’2043 27472113, Toll Free No: 18004250345, Mabile No: 9444314716
Kiran Mental Healt
www.niepmd.in.nic.in E-mail

h Rehabilitation Helpline: 18005990019
: niepmd@amail. com, i

TAMIL NADU OPEN UNIVERSITY =3

No. 577, Anna Salal, Saldapet, Chennal - 600 015.

APPOINTMENT OF VICE - CHANCELLOR
SEARCH COMMITTEE NOTIFICATION

The Government of Tamil Nsdu vide G.O. (D) No. 116, Higher Education
(K1) Department dated 04" May 2022 have constituted a Search
Committee to recommend a panel of three persons to the Hon'ble
Govemor-Cl for selection of Vice-Ch lior, Tamil Nadu Open
University, Chennal,

The Search Committee invites applications for the post of
Vice-Chancellor, Tamil Nadu Open University, Chennai from distinguished
academicians with high level of competence, integrity, morals, and
institutional i and p g the i qualification
and work experience as nofified by the Govermment of Tamil Nadu in their
G.0 Ms.No.187, Higher Education (K2) Department dated 14" July 2017
copy of which is available In the Tamil Open University website
www.tnou.ac.In

The Vice-Chancellor shall hold office for a period of three years (provided
that the person appeinted as Vice-Chancsllor shall retire from the office if,
during the term of office, he/ she attains the age of 70 Years)

Interested candidates possessing the qualifications and experience may
download the prescribed application, from the website of Tamil Nadu
Open Uniy y. The filled in application or shall be sent (only
in the prescribed format) by e-mail and Registered post or in person duly
superscribing the Envelop “Application for the post of Vice-chancellor,
Tamil Nadu Open University” so as fo reach the following address on or
before 5.00 P.M. of 20" July 2022.

Dr. §. Swamynathan
Nodal Officer
Search Commmm for the selection of Vice-Chancellor, TNOU
of Sch and Technology,
Callnga of Engineering Guindy, Anna University,
- 600 025. E-mall: tnouvcsc2022@gmall.com

Applications recsived by the Nodal Officer after the publication of this
notification in the website / newspapers alone will be considered.
Applications recelved after 500 PM. of 20" July 2022 will not be
ar on any account. Applications should not be sent to the Search

invites applications for
Course & Duration

Certificate Course in Care Giving (Basic-A) (3 Moniths)
Certificate Coursa in Care Giving (Advance) (6 Months)

31.07.2022

Corlificate Course In Cars Gving (10 Months) #¥

G ittee members directly.
DIPR/588/Display/2022 ¥ Convener — Search Committee

“'Gonpemen sl oaiilimb Slenjsmmb, sngener Liljigl #fgSnb Les GUmb" .

DiEd, Special Education in Mutiple Disabilities (2 Yoars) Admiasion through RCL New Dol el

1. | Name of Work ;| & of N from RD 4792 M to 9140M,

provision of Galvanized Traction e Kainghulis Minor, Pathara SIM, loginusgeon /M snd Amjuda S/M Bachelors of Physiotherapy (BPT) (4 % years) Admission through CET ms‘g:ﬂ”hh
bonds in the section between Salem Including all structures, Cement Concrete lining and Inspection road Bachelors of Occupational therapy (BOT) (4 % ysars) oo, DME. Govt ZTmlls.Nadum
and Omalur in connection with the under Subamarekha Irrigation Project. CNM“'I too, DME, éET-!m
doubling of tracks between Salem| ||| n. :| Rs.4881.38 Lakh Bachelors in Prosthetics and orthatics (BPO) (4 % Years) il visit M'!ﬂ!ﬂgﬂl nlohkolnic.n
and Mettur dam in Salem division of () . Period of :| 18 (Eighteen) Calendar Months n Audialogy £nd Speech Langiage
SouthsmRallway" v.| Dats & Tima of availability of || 20.06.2022 at 10.00 AM Pathology (BASLF) (4 Years) L xn
D Yl | WP Tt
11.07.2022&*119.00 i 3 v, :Il::lllﬂlll for receipt of |; | 19.07.2022 up to 5.00 PM W.Ed. Special Education in Mdlliple Disabiliies (2 Years) .07..
For more details visit|||[v]namearddressofthe 0.7 |:| chiet Englncer & Basin Manager, 0o the ceasm, & Post Graduate Diploma in Early Intervention PGDE (1 Year) 15.07.2022

Lin Budhabalanga Basin, Laxmiposl, Mayurbhan] M.Phil - Clinlcal Psychology (2 Years) 16.08.2022

Dy.Chlef Electrical Enginear/
OHE Electrical Construction/

Further detalls can be seen from the e-Procurement Portal “https:/ftendersodisha.gov.in” .

Chlef Ennlmr & Buln Manager,

Chennal &uls . Mayurbhan] 201 all.com
e sty e

CcM
K

»

## Awalting Extansion of approval from RCI
* For details on application process: eligibility, norms, guidelines and curriculum refer to the
i

in www.nlepmd.tn.nicdn
+ SC/ST/PwD Scholarships as per TN Govi./State Govt./National Scholarship Portal schemes are applicable.

TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS:TIRUPATI

[ 8.V.Gosamrakshana Shala| Nit No.TTD-30021{43}/2/SVGS/ TPT/2022, Dt:A7-06-2022

o-TENDER CUM-REVERSE TENDERING NOTICE
S.V.Gosamrakshana Shala, TTD, Tirupatl Is Inviting “e-tender-cum-reverse tendering”

(3rd Calf) for of Toned Milk for a year. The detalls of tha Tender
bs d https://tender.apepracurement.gov.inand

select on current tenders and dlck on mare and then select “Tirumala Tirupati

at flald” and "Marketing Office” In the Circle /

Divislon fleldandclickon searchbutton, NITNo: TTD/30021(43)//2/SVGS/TPT/2022,

TENDER DOCUMENT DOWNLOAD: ®Start Date: 21-06-2022 from 05.00 p.m.

®EndDate: 27-06-2022upto 05.01 p.m.

DATE OF OPENIN@ OF TENDER : ®Tachnical Bld: 28-08-2022 at 11.00 a.m.

®Fnanclal Bid :29-06-2022 at 11.00 a.m. / Revarse

Date &Time: 29-06-2022 from 02.00 p.m. t0 5.00 p.m.

For further detalls contact Phone No.0877-2264570 / 98490 50646,

Director, NIEPMD

®
esee
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India reports
13,216 fresh
COVID cases

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

India’s COVID-19 tally in-
creased to 4,32,83,793 on
Saturday as 13,216 more pe-
ople tested positive for the
virus and the active case-
load climbed to 68,108, ac-
cording to Union Health
Ministry data.

This is the first time in
113 days that India has re-
corded over 13,000 cases.
The death toll increased to
5,24,840 with 23 fresh fa-
talities, the data updated at
8 a.m. said.

The active cases com-
prise 0.16% of the total in-
fections. The national CO-
VID-19 recovery rate was
recorded at 98.63%, the Mi-
nistry said.

An increase of 5,045 cas-
es has been recorded in the
active COVID-19 caseload
in a span of 24 hours. The
daily positivity rate was re-
corded at 2.73% and the
weekly positivity rate at
2.47%, the ministry said.
The number of people who
have recuperated from the
disease surged to
4,26,90,845. The case fa-
tality rate stood at 1.21%, it
said. The cumulative CO-
VID-19 vaccine doses admi-
nistered in the country un-
der the nationwide
inoculation drive have ex-
ceeded 196 crore.

COVID worsened matters in Sundarbans: UN report

Study says double burden of disease and cyclone disrupted education and reinforced vulnerabilities faced by children and women

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

A study on the impact of CO-
VID-19 funded by the UNDRR
(United Nations Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction)
across five locations, includ-
ing the Indian Sundarbans,
has pointed out that the pan-
demic and measures to con-
tain it had not only triggered
cascading effects throughout
societies but also reinforced
pre-existing vulnerabilities.

The report titled “Under-
standing and managing cas-
cading and systemic risks:
lessons from COVID-19" pu-
blished recently presents
cross-cutting findings from
five case studies across the
world.

Along with looking into a
multi-hazard perspective in
the Indian Sundarbans, the
study looks at the fragile set-
ting in Bangladesh's Cox’s
Bazaar; challenges on all
fronts at the national scale in
Indonesia; densely populat-
ed, urban setting in Guaya-
quil, Ecuador; and rural-ur-
ban and
national-international inter-
linkages in the maritime re-
gion Togo.

In the Sundarbans, the pe-
ople had to deal with the
double burden of COVID-19
and Cyclone Amphan. The
first months of the outbreak
of COVID-19 from March to

May coincided with one of
the severest tropical cy-
clones that made landfall on
May 20, 2020, with sus-
tained wind speeds of 170
kmph, gusts of up to 190
kmph and storm surges of up
to five metres.

It caused $13 billion of
damage, thereby becoming
the costliest cyclone ever re-
corded in the north Indian
Ocean (State [AG, 2020).

“The impact of two ha-
zards occurring simultane-
ously manifested in the eco-
nomic  distress  across
sectors, actors and scales as
reported in the workshops,
media and publications. A
significant proportion of the
population in this area is de-
pendent on natural resourc-
es for livelihood (fishers,
crab collectors, honey gath-
erers, beekeepers, agricultu-
ralists). Due to COVID-19
containment measures, res-
trictions were placed on ac-
cessing these natural re-
sources, which themselves
were directly affected by the
cyclone,” the study points
out.

The research pointed out
that closing schools as a pre-
ventive measure for CO-
VID-19 resulted in the disrup-
tion in education.

“While the existing pover-
ty was one barrier for fami-
lies to pay for tools to access

Adverse impact: The research pointed out that the main cascading impact in this region in the
near and long term is due to economic distress caused by the lockdown. ssHivsaHay siNGH

online education, unstable
Internet connectivity in the
remote regions was another
barrier. When these barriers
were coupled with the addi-
tional economic distress due
to the pandemic and the cy-
clone, the disruption in edu-
cation became conspicuous
(Save the Children, 2020),”
the study pointed out.

Forced marriage

Incidence of forced marriage
of underage girls increased
during the lockdown and in
the aftermath of the cyclone,

and with economic distress
and disruption in education,
many families engaged their
children, especially young
boys, as child labour, the pu-
blication added.

The impact of the pan-
demic was not only on chil-
dren but also severely on wo-
men. Many women had to
additionally work in fields on
top of their other existing
workloads; to do work that
was otherwise done by hired
warkers.

“Similar cascading impact
on women's hygiene and sa-

Hybrid work model catching on in India

Most organisations want to give their employees the preference to choose their work model

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA

NEW DELHI

With the world seemingly
getting back to normal after
the severe disruptions
caused by the pandemic,
most businesses dare now
asking their employees to get
back to office, while some
are adopting a hybrid work-
ing model

According to a recent sur-
vey by people supply chain
company TeamLease, a little
over 58% of responding or-
ganisations from industries
ranging from technology to
automobile, believe that
2022 is the year offices will
become completely in-of-
fice. Only about 5% of res-
pondents said that they in-
tend to stay a virtual-only
organisation for the foresee-
able future.

“For most companies, the
journey to move from being
100% in office to 100% vir-
tual had been reasonably
smooth. The fact that this
lasted for a long time and
many believed work forever
could be in this model. Ho-
wever, most underestimated
that coming to work is not
just about doing work,” Nitin
Sethi, chief executive officer,
human capital solutions, In-
dia & South Asia, Aon, a glo-
bal professional services
firm, told The Hindu.

Mr. Sethi said humans

SUDOKU

move more hybrid than others. =GeTTv IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

needed social infrastructure,
and given that a large part of
time was spent at work, the
office fulfilled that need. The
best companies were ensur-
ing they keep some advan-
tages of working virtual and
at the same time build and
keep the advantage of having
people at work (engage-
ment, productivity, culture,
teamwork and so on), he
said.

“As companies make this
transition, some employees,
some roles, some teams will
definitely move more hybrid
than others and some may
completely. At the same
time, some employees, both
current and prospective,
may feel that they are better
off choosing one model over
the other... Talent catchment
areas have increases and this
changed will lead to better
and more diverse (not just
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gender) talent pool and we
know that better diversity of
talent delivers superior busi-
ness results,” he said,

The TeamLease survey
found that though 43.46% of
HR leaders conceded that
their employees wanted to
return to worlk, 76.78% of or-
ganisations wanted to give
their employees the prefe-
rence to choose their work
model. Additionally, 36.61%
of respondents claimed they
had an office space on lease
pre-pandemic, but moved to
co-working spaces later.

Flexible space

“The flexible workspaces
segment was already on a
strong growth curve before
the pandemic; COVID-19
further disrupted the office
market and expedited this
migration.  Consequently,
businesses are proactively

looking to change their worl
environment and make it
more flexible and resilient,”
Harsh Lambah, country
manager, India, and vice-
president, sales, South Asia,
IWG (International Work-
space Group), said.

IWG, he said, has signed
more than 1,000 enterprise
deals in the first quarter of
2022 and has witnessed a
month-on-month increase of
around 35% in footfall across
its centres in the last three
months. “What we are see-
ing is a rise in demand with-
in the smaller, regional mar-
kets, with the highest
demand growth of all being
within tertiary markets.
Since the pandemic, subur-
ban office spaces started
winning out at the expense
of flashy city centres. That’s
partly down to the growing
adoption of the hub-and-
spoke model,” he said.

Mr. Lambah added that
large corporates and enter-
prises continue looking for
flexible options for their
workforce and this trend is
visible across the industry
and getting stronger as com-
panies are calling their em-
ployees back to the offices.

“As all organisations are
evaluating what would be
their version of future of
work, we at Ericsson are ex-
ploring our future work-

place from a physical, virtual
and cultural perspective to
cater for greater flexibility
and new ways of working.
We believe the future of our
work will be ‘hybrid’ on the
back of technology which
will be the game changer as
well as the enabler,” Priyan-
ka Anand, vice-president
and head, HR, Southeast
Asia Oceania and India, Er-
icsson, said.

Ms. Anand said Ericsson
was looking at work as an ac-
tivity that is location agnos-
tic, in short “work from
anywhere”. Through a hy-
brid work model, its line
managers are empowered to
approve when their teams
can work-from-home and
working remotely is volun-
tary as it believes that our of-
fices play a key role in build-
ing a strong culture and
belonging in Ericsson.

Likewise, Tech Mahindra
said its employees continue
to have the flexibility to work
from anywhere and expects
this trend of hybrid working
to ramp up. “Having said
that, we see that many asso-
ciates at Tech Mahindra are
recharting their routes back-
to-office and are looking for-
ward to meeting their teams
in person,” said Harshven-
dra Soin, global chief people
officer & head, marketing,
Tech Mahindra.

fety was reported by resi-
dents as restricted access to
sanitation services, resulting
from infrastructure damage
and inundation, compelled
some women to resort to
open defecation, which was
further compounded by
movement restrictions im-
posed due to COVID-19,” the
study pointed out.
Researchers have pointed
out that the twin blows of the
COVID-19 pandemic and Am-
phan resulted in short-term
loss of income which aggra-
vated child marriage and hu-

man trafficking, which can
have long-term impacts.

Cyclones common
Sumana Banerjee, School of
Oceanographic Studies, Ja-
davpur University, who has
contributed to the research
pointed out that cyclones are
common in the Indian Sun-
darbans but the co-occur-
rence of Cyclone Amphan
within the pandemic restric-
tions reshaped the under-
standing of risk.

“Despite not being severe-
ly affected by COVID-19 bet-
ween March and May 2020,
the Indian Sundarbans faced
a wide range of impacts
across sectors due to its in-
terconnectedness and its ex-
isting vulnerabilities, which
when combined with the im-
pacts of the cyclone led to
compounding of impacts
and cascading of those
across sectors,” Ms. Banerjee
added.

Economic distress

The research pointed out
that the main cascading im-
pact in this region in the
near and long term is due to
economic distress caused by
the lockdown. “The CO-
VID-19-induced  lockdown
disproportionately affected
poorer households of this re-
gion. One study revealed
that 88% of poorer house-

holds" average weekly local
income and 63% of average
weekly remittance income
were lost due to COVID-19
(Gupta and others, 2020).
Not only did it increase po-
verty, it pushed certain peo-
ple back into it. The reduc-
tion in income due to
employment loss forced peo-
ple to reduce meal portions
and consume fewer food
items, thereby affecting their
food security (Gupta and
others, 2020),” the report
says.

Michael Hagenlocher, lead
author of the report and se-
nior scientist at UNU-EHS
(United Nations University -
Environment and Human Se-
curity), says the report re-
minds us of the importance
of better understanding the
interconnections in societies
and the vulnerabilities with-
in them. “Before the pan-
demic, there was not much
awareness that hazards,
such as floods, droughts or
regional disease outbreaks
can have knock-on effects on
societies globally. Only when
COVID-19 started to spread
and affect our daily lives, the
true extent of how interde-
pendencies in our highly in-
terconnected world are caus-
ing impacts to cascade
within and across societies
became fully visible,” Mr. Ha-
genlocher added.

Amrit Sarovar mission could
boost infrastructure projects

Soil obtained from deepening ponds to be put to use

S. VIJAY KUMAR

CHENNAI

In a move that could expe-
dite the implementation of
railway and highway pro-
jects across the country, the
Centre has asked the Minis-
try of Railways and the Na-
tional Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) to use the soil
or silt excavated from ponds
and tanks in all districts un-
der the Amrif Sarovar mis-
sion for their infrastructure
projects.

The water conservation
mission launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
April 24 aims at developing
and rejuvenating 75 water-
bodies in each district in all
States as part of the celebra-
tions of Azadi ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav. At least 50,000 wa-
terbodies are expected to be
rejuvenated during the na-
tionwide programme that
would culminate on August
15, 2023.

Since the project would
involve excavation of several
thousands of tonnes of earth
in the form of soil or silt, the
Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment has told the Ministry of
Railways and the NHAI to
map its infrastructure pro-
jects with the Amrit Sarovar
sites in all States and UTs.

Optimum use: Rural Development Ministry tells NHAI to
map its project with Amrit Sarovar. =SpECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The General Managers of
all Zonal Railways were told
to nominate the Chief Admi-
nistrative Officer (Construc-
tion) as the nodal officer
who would identify the near-
est sites of Amrit Sarovar to
ongoing railway projects,
study the suitability of the
desilted soil and silt and sub-
mit a feasibility report at the
earliest.

According to  railway
sources, many railway pro-
jects were held up due to the
delay in getting the required
quantity of burrow earth
from the local authorities.
Though the issue was
flagged at the appropriate le-
vel, the timely availability of

earth remained a challenge.

Road projects

According to official sources,
the Amrit Sarovar mission
will cater to the require-
ments of projects being im-
plemented by the NHAL

In Tamil Nadu, the issue
of allowing contractors to lift
burrow earth became so in-
tense that in February this
year the NHAI threatened to
cancel the road widening
work of East Coast Road bet-
ween Mamallapuram and
Puducherry.

However, the issue was re-
solved after the State govern-
ment assured them of re-
solving the issue.

Garlic prices lose pungency, farmers irked in two States

With government yet to begin procurement, many are forced to destroy their yield unable to meet even the transport cost

A.M. JIGEESH
NEW DELHI
Exactly five years after a pol-
ice firing claimed the lives of
six garlic farmers in Mand-
saur, Madhya Pradesh, dur-
ing a protest demanding mi-
nimum support price for
their produce, farmers in the
districts on the boundary of
the State and Rajasthan are
up in arms against the Union
and the State governments
for price as low as 2 a kg.
They are from areas such
as Kota, Ratlam, Mandsaur,
Jhalawar, Baran, Neemuch
and Ujjain, known as the
“garlic belt” of the country,
that contributes almost 50%
of India’s garlic production.
The farmers demand that
the Centre and the States im-
mediately announce a mar-
ket intervention scheme and
start procuring garlic, They
have decided to launch agita-
tions under the banner of
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha.
What has added to their
worry is that purchase by
food processing industries

has come down as their pro-
ducts such as garlic powder,
paste and sauce have not
moved much in the past two
years due to low demand
and consumption.

Low yield
The Indian Council of Agri-
culture Research has taken
cognisance of the low yield
in garlic. “The main reason
for the yield is virus load. We
have recommended that the
seed production cycle
should be changed and fresh
seeds from hilly areas such
as Qoty and Himachal Pra-
desh should be considered.
Ooty has the best-quality
seeds. If one variety is con-
tinuously grown, it affects
the productivity. Many farm-
ers have replaced the seeds.
‘We are working to remove
these viruses,” said Major
Singh, Director of ICAR Di-
rectorate of Onion and Garlic
Research, Pune.

Mahesh Khandelwal, gen-
eral secretary of the Kota
Grain and Seeds Merchant
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Urgent hearing: Officials of farmers' organisation have taken
up the matter with Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla. =riLE PHoTO

Association, said the traders
suffered huge losses due to
the situation. “We had urged
the Union and the State go-
vernments to start procure-
ment. The market interven-
tion scheme is approved by
the Centre, but the State go-
vernment hasn't started pro-
curement. More than one
lakh tonnes of garlic was to
be procured by these mar-
kets, but nothing has hap-
pened yet,” Mr. Khandelwal
said. Food processing indus-
tries used to procure almost
the entire “lottery quality”

(small garlic) from the Kota
market. “The export has also
come down,” he said.

According to the Rajas-
than Agriculture Depart-
ment, garlic is grown on
about 1.15 lakh hectares in
the Kota division of Rajas-
than this year. Farmers say
that on one hectare, the av-
erage minimum production
is 50 quintals.

“Now therate is32toIi5a
kg depending on the quality
of garlic. Almost 25% of the
total production is of ‘lottery
quality’ every year. This

®
esee

year, it has gone up to 50%
due to the early summer and
heat wave,” All India Kisan
Sabha leader Dulichand Bor-
da said. Himself a garlic
farmer, Mr. Borda said farm-
ers had suffered huge losses.

“We got 350 a kg for good
quality garlic in the last sea-
son and %7 to 38 for lottery
quality. The production was
slightly better last year than
this year. Sixty-five quintals
was the average production
last time and lottery quality
was also less,” he added.

The production cost is
about ¥ 2.5 lakh per hectare.
After the Mandsaur firings,
the Centre and both the
State governments had an-
nounced a market interven-
tion scheme with a price of ¥
3,250 for a quintal of garlic
in 2018.

“Now after four years, the
input cost has increased at
least 50%. The Centre is
learnt to have approved the
scheme at a rate of 32,957
per quintal, but the procure-
ment hasn't started yet as

the State government is yet
to receive any proper order
from the Centre.,” said Ma-
hesh Vyas, president of
Rashtriya Kisan Mazdur Ma-
hasangh, the organisation
that led the farmers’ agita-
tion in 2017 said.

Mr. Vyas and Mr. Borda
have taken up the matter
with the respective State go-
vernments and with Kota MP
and Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla.

Samyukt Kisan Morcha
leader Shivkumar Kaklaji
said the the main issue is
that garlic does not have a
minimum support price.

“The government should
consider a support price me-
chanism for essential vegeta-
bles such as potatoes, onions
and garlic. Onion farmers in
the area are also forced to
sell their produce at a rate of
2 to ¥ 5,” Mr. Kakkaji said.

Mr, Vyas added that farm-
ers are forced to destroy gar-
lic as they are unable to meet
even the transportation
charges to the market.
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Zelensky visits southern battlefront

Mykolaiv is a key target for Russia as it lies on the way to the strategic Black Sea port of Odessa

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KYIV

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky visited the
war-torn southern frontline
on Saturday for the first time
since the Russian invasion as
“fierce battles” raged again
in the eastern Donbas
region.

Making a rare trip outside
Kyiv, where he is based for
security reasons, Mr. Zelen-
sky travelled to the hold-out
Black Sea city of Mykolaiv
and visited troops nearby
and in the neighbouring
Odessa region.

Russian forces have direct-
ed their firepower on the
east and south of Ukraine in
recent weeks since failing in
their bid to take the capital
Kyiv after the lightning Fe-
bruary 24 invasion.

“It is important that you
are alive. As long as you live
there is a strong Ukrainian
wall that protects our coun-
try,” Mr. Zelensky told sol-
diers in the Odessa region.

“1 want to thank you from
the people of Ukraine, from

Final farewell: Soldiers holding flares as they attend the funeral of activist and soldier Roman

Ratushnyi in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Saturday. s=ar

our state for the great work
you are doing, for your im-
peccable service."

Mykolaiv is a key target for
Russia as it lies on the way to
the strategic Black Sea port
of Odessa. It is around 100 ki-
lometres northwest of Kher-
son, which fell to Russia in
the first weeks of the war.

Mr. Zelensky surveyed the
badly-damaged regional ad-
ministration building in My-
kolaiv and met officials in
what appeared to be a base-

ment where he handed out
awards to soldiers, in a video
released by his office.

The shockwaves from the
war in Ukraine continue to
reverberate  around the
world, with the Russian
blockade of the port of Odes-
sa blamed for a grain shor-
tage that is fuelling a global
food crisis.

Mr. Zelensky has appealed
for western support and
weapons to push out Russian
forces, and got a boost on

Israel says warplanes hit Hamas
sites in Gaza after rocket fire

Weapons manufacturing site targeted, Army says

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JERUSALEM

Israeli warplanes hit Hamas
military sites in the Gaza
Strip on Saturday in retalia-
tion for rocket fire from the
Palestinian enclave run by
the I[slamist movement, the
Israeli Army said.

“A short while ago, in res-
ponse to the rocket attack,
(Israeli military) aircraft
struck a number of Hamas
terror targets in the Gaza
Strip,” the Army said in a

Sri Lanka Army
tocultivate
barren land

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO

The Sri Lanka Army will
take part in a farming drive
aimed at cultivating over
1,500 acres of barren or
abandoned state land to
multiply food production
and avert any shortage in
the future, according to a
media report.

The Army established its
Green Agriculture Steering
Committee on Thursday to
supplement and promote
the food security pro-
gramme in Sri Lanka which
is facing its worst econom-
ic crisis since indepen-
dence from Britain in 1948.

The troops will first pre-
pare the ground by weed-
ing, tilling and preparing
beds for the cultivation of
selected seed varieties in
consultation with agricul-
tural experts, newsfirst.lk
reported on Friday. The
project will be kicked off by
early July.

statement. The strikes came
after Hamas “launched a
rocket... toward Israeli civi-
lians in southern Israel”, it
said, adding the projectile
was intercepted by Israel’s
air defences.

The Israeli “aircraft tar-
geted a weapons manufac-
turing site located inside a
Hamas military post and an
additional three military
posts belonging to Hamas”,
the statement said.

After the strikes, balls of

flame shot into the air, leav-
ing dark smoke drifting over
the territory.

Hamas spokesman Ha-
zem Qassem said the air
raids, in the southeast of Ga-
za City, “are an extension of
the aggression against Pales-
tinian territory in Jerusalem
and the occupied West
Bank," after the killing of
three Palestinians on Friday
during an Army raid in Je-
nin. Twelve Palestinians
were also wounded.

‘Pak. confident of exiting
dirty money grey list

We are one step away, says Minister

REUTERS
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan is “one step away”
from exiting a dirty money
“grey list” after the global
watchdog said an on-site vi-
sit could lead to the South
Asian nation's removal, the
State Minister for Foreign
Affairs said on Saturday.

The Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) kept Pakistan
on the list on Friday but said
a visit to verify progress on
countering financing of ter-
rorism and money launder-
ing could lead to its removal
from countries under in-
creased monitoring.

“Pakistan is one step
away from exiting the grey
list, God willing,” the Minis-
ter, Hina Rabbani Khar, told
a news conference in
Islamabad.

Ms. Khar said Islamabad
will be preparing for the on-
site visit before the FATF's
next plenary in October, ad-

P

Hina Rabbani Khar

ding that the FATF will be
visiting and inspecting all
the measures and legislation
Pakistan had implemented
on money laundering and
terrorism financing.

She said Pakistan was
confident of getting off the
list, which would help build
confidence in its economic
framework. “We have not
only met the timeline. We
have outperformed the ti-
meline,” the Minister said.
“I'm very confident that if
we remain on the same tra-
jectory, we will get out of it,
and will never return on this
path again.”

Friday when the European
Commission backed it for EU
candidate status.

‘Historic achievement’
He hailed it as a “historic
achievement” in his nightly
video address late Friday.

Full membership could
take years but the bloc’s 27
leaders could add Ukraine to
the list of countries vying for
membership as early as a
summit next week.

The leaders of the bloc’s

Iran fighter jet
crashes, two
crew injured

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEHRAN
An F-14 fighter jet crashed
on Saturday while on a mis-
sion in central Iran, caus-
ing injuries to its two crew
members, media in the Is-
lamic republic reported.
“The fighter jet suffered
a technical fault... and the
pilot and co-pilot landed
with parachutes,” said Ras-
soul Motamedi, spokes-
man for the military in Isfa-
han province where the
crash occurred. The crew
were taken to hospital for
treatment, he added.

25 killed as
floods ravage
Bangladesh

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SYLHET

Monsoon storms in Bangla-
desh have killed at least 25
people and unleashed de-
vastating floods that left
more than four million oth-
ers stranded, officials said
on Saturday.

Relentless downpours
over the past weelk have in-
undated vast stretches of
the country's northeast
with troops deployed to
evacuate people from
flooded areas. Schools
have been turned into re-
lief shelters to house entire
villages inundated in a mat-
ter of hours by rivers that
suddenly burst their
banks.

Lightning strikes trig-
gered by the storms have
killed at least 21 people
across the Cnuntry Since
Friday, officials said. Four
people were killed when
landslips hit their hillside
homes in Chittagong.

Tunisians oppose Constitution referendum

Thousands march in capital to protest against President Saieds ‘personal project’

s

REUTERS
TUNIS
Thousands of protesters
took to the streets of Tunis
on Saturday in opposition to
a referendum on a new Con-
stitution called by President
Kais Saied that would ce-
ment his hold on power.

The protest led by Abir
Moussi, leader of the Free
Constitutional Party, reflect-
ed growing opposition to Mr.
Saied since he seized execu-
tive power last year, dissolv-
ing Parliament and ruling by
decree in a move opponents
called a coup.

Thousands marched from
Bab Souika Square in the

capital towards Kasbah
Square, waving Tunisian
flags.

“Tunisians are starving,
public finances are collaps-
ing, but Saied does not care..
He only focuses on a perso-
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Stiff resistance: Demonstrators gathering during a protest in

Tunis on Saturday. =reuters

nal project to impose his
Constitution.. we will not ac-
cept that,” Mr. Moussi told
the crowd.

More powers
M. Saied is seeking to over-
haul the Constitution to give

»

the presidency more pow-
ers, against the backdrop of
a tanking economy and fears
of a public finance crisis.

He intends to put the new
Constitution to a referen-
dum on July 25.

“Do not impose your refe-

rendum on us. We do not re-
cognise your referendum
that will be fraudulent,” a
woman among the protes-
ters said.

Mr. Saied has appointed a
new electoral commission,
casting doubts over the cred-
ibility of any vote.

The President has also ap-
pointed a temporary judicial
council and sacked dozens
of judges.

His supporters say Mr.
Saied is standing up to elite
forces whose bungling and
corruption have condemned
Tunisia to a decade of politi-
cal paralysis and economic
stagnation.

However Tunisia’s main
political parties have said
they will boycott the referen-
dum, and the powerful
UGTT labour union has re-
fused to take part in talks on
the new Constitution.

biggest members — France,
Germany and Italy — backed
the idea during a visit to Kyiv
this week, even as fighting
rages elsewhere in the coun-

worst of the
bloodshed continues to be in
the eastern industrial Don-
bas region, with battles rag-
ing in villages outside the ci-
ty of Severodonetsk, which
Russia has been trying to
seize for weeks.

“Now the most fierce bat-
tles are near Severodonetsk.
They (Russia) do not control
the city entirely,” the Gover-
nor of the eastern Luhansk
region, Sergiy Gaiday, said
on Telegram.

Mr. Gaiday said there was
“more destruction” at the
besieged Azot chemical
plant in Severodonetsk,
where he said 568 people
were sheltering, including 38
children.

He also said Lysychansk —
a Ukrainian-controlled city
across a river from battered
Severodonetsk - is being
“heavily shelled”.
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Johnson confident of legality
of Rwanda migrant plan

Human rights court injunction last-minute hiccup: British PM

REUTERS
LONDON

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said on Saturday he
was confident of the legality
of his government’s plan to
send some asylum seekers to
Rwanda after the first flight
was blocked at the last mi-
nute by the European hu-
man rights court.

The court issued an in-
junction on Tuesday to stop
the scheduled deportation
of a handful of migrants on
board, a decision Mr. John-
son described as a “weird
last-minute hiccup”.

“Every single court in this
country said there was no
obstacle that they could see,
no court in this country
ruled the policy unlawful
which was very, very encou-
raging,” Mr. Johnson told re-
porters. “We are very confi-
dent in the legality, the
lawfulness of what we are
doing and we are going to
pursue the policy.”

Asylum seekers: Migrants disembarking from a U.K. Border

Force vessel, in this file photo.

The British government’s
plan to send some migrants
to the East African country
has been criticised by oppo-
nents, charities, and reli-
gious leaders who say it is
inhumane.

The government has been
forced to fight a series of le-
gal challenges in London
courts aiming to stop it going
ahead.

Britain says the 120-mil-
lion-pound deal struck with
Rwanda will stem the flow of

=AFP

dangerous  cross-Channel
trips and smash the business
model of people-smuggling
networks.

Earlier this week, Bri-
tain’s Home Office published
guidance on a 12-month pilot
using electronic tagging to
monitor individuals who ar-
rive in the country illegally.

On Saturday, the Home
Office said some of those
who had been due to be on
Tuesday’s flight to Rwanda
could be tagged.

British journalist confirmed dead in Brazil

He and his guide had gone missing on a book research trip in the Amazon

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ATALAIA DO NORTE

The Brazilian police on Fri-
day officially identified the
remains of British journalist
Dom Phillips who was found
buried in the Amazon after
going missing on a book re-
search trip.

The grim result comes af-
ter the disappearance on
June 5 of Phillips and his
guide, indigenous expert
Bruno Pereira, ignited an in-
ternational outcry, with the
U.S. calling on Friday for “ac-
countability”.

Phillips was identified
through “forensic dentistry

Vital clues: Officers carrying a coffin containing the remains of

the British journalist and his guide, in Brasilia. sreutess

combined with forensic an-

thropology”, the Federal

Police said in a statement.
The police said they were

still working on “complete
identification” of the un-
earthed remains, which may
include those of Pereira,

who had received multiple
death threats.

Phillips, 57, and Pereira,
41, went missing in a remote
part of the rainforest rife
with illegal mining, fishing
and logging, as well as drug
trafficking. Ten days later, a
suspect named Amarildo da
Costa de Oliveira took the
police to a place where, he
said, he had buried bodies
near the city of Atalaia do
Norte, where the pair had
been headed by boat. Re-
mains unearthed from the
site arrived in Brasilia on
Thursday evening for identi-
fication by forensics experts.
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SNAPSHOTS

Black death

A strain of Yersinia pestis, the
bacterium responsible for the
Black Death pandemic in the
1300s (AD1346-1353), has
been traced back toa
fourteenth-century outbreak
in what is now Kyrgyzstan. The
area was located on the Silk
Road trade route, which might
have helped the Black Death
pandemic to spread
westwards.

Spreading desert

Deserts are spreading
northwards in Central Asiaasa
result of global warming. A
study has found that, since the
1980s, regions with a desert
climate have expanded by as
much as 100 kilometres in
northern Uzbekistan and
Kyrgyzstan, in southern
KKazakhstan and around the
Junggar Basin in Northwest
China.

Unforeseen effects
During the current extreme
heatwave in Jacobabad,
Pakistan, with temperatures
pealing aver 51°C, the burden
is particularly high for women
during pregnancy and for
homemakers as well. For every
1°C in temperature rise, the
number of stillbirths and
premature deliveries increases
by about 5%.

Robots in labs
Cloud labs enable scientists to
perform wet-laboratory
experiments remotely in an
automated research
environment. The work is
basically done by machines
aided by a few human
technicians. The cost of the
experiments is not cheap, but
the fact that it is almost all
done by robots makes it
eminently reproducible,

What drives sustained growth of monkeypox cases

Sustained transmission in heterosexual population is unlikely in all scenarios studied

R. PRASAD

As of June 15, a total of 1,882
monkeypox cases have been
lab-confirmed from more
than 30 countries across the
world. With 1,158 confirmed
cases from 22 countries, Eu-
rope has reported the high-
est number of cases so far,
according to the European
Centre for Disease Preven-
tion and Control. The U.S.
has reported 83 cases across
19 States as of June 16.

While monkeypox has
been endemic in about a do-
zen countries in Central and
West Africa, the virus is not
endemic in people. “Nearly
all” monkeypox outbreaks in
these countries have been
due to the virus jumping
across the species barrier
from animals to humans.

Sustained human-to-hu-
man transmission in the en-
demic countries has been
“rare”, Dr. Christian Happi
from the African Centre of
Excellence for Genomics of
Infectious Diseases (ACE-
GID), Redeemer’s University,
Nigeria and others write in a
report posted in virologica-
Lorg.

Outbreaks in the endemic
countries in Africa have wit-
nessed only a “limited” pro-
portion of cases spread
among humans, with sus-
tained transmission ob-
served only up to seven gen-
erations. And the basic
reproduction number (RO)
for monkeypox in the en-
demic countries has been

less than one, even among
populations that have not re-
ceived smallpox vaccination.
The basic reproduction num-
ber being less than one
would mean that “outbreaks
would fade out if without
continuous  introductions
from animals”, Dr. Akira En-
do from the London School
of Hygiene & Tropical Medi-
cine, London, tweeted.

In contrast, the current
outbreak in the U.S., Europe,
Middle East and Australia
has shown a clear trend of
sustained spread among pe-
ople, particularly among
men who have sex with men
(MSM). Before this outbreak,
there have been about 100
cases of monkeypox cases
outside Africa, with the out-
brealk in the U.S in 2003 be-
ing the biggest with over 70
people infected by the virus.
But all the 70 cases were due
to exposure to imported ani-
mals with no human-to-hu-
man transmission reported
back then. In the past, out-
side Africa, the virus had
spread to just one healthcare
worker and two household
contacts, a far cry from the
sustained human-to-human

transmission now being
reported.
Modelling exercise

To explain the vastly diffe-
rent pattern of spread to a
large number of people with-
in a month after the first case
was reported in the UK. on
May 7, Dr. Endo and others
used a mathematical model

The epidemiology of the current
monkeypox outbreak

Nearly all monkeypox outbreaks in the endemic
countries have been due to the virus jumping

from animals to humans

Men who have sex
1 with men (MSM) have
always been at risk of
a sustained outbreak. The
reason why this had not
happened earlier might be
because the virus had not
reached this community,
given the very few imported
cases in non-endemic
countries

based on sexual partnership
data in the U.K., to explain
the epidemiology of the cur-
rent outbreak. The results of
the modelling exercise have
been posted in medRxiv pre-
print server; preprints are
yet to be peer-reviewed.
Increased importation of
the virus, undetected spread
in the community, virus evo-
lution, and increased suscep-
tibility to monkeypox virus
infection due to smallpox
vaccination coming to an
end a few decades ago could

A small fraction of

MSM individuals who

have a large number
of partners increase the
risk of rapid spread of the
virus to many people in
the MSM community

Uﬁ'to"iﬁ:ﬁaa"
additional cases
may be observed if

a substantial number of
infectlons are introduced

A very small number
of sexually-associated
transmissions in the MSM

community is sufficient to cause a
large outbreak as currently seen

Without sufficient
interventions, there may be

continued growth in cases
among men who have sex with
men

anyone. The heterosexual

population too will be
affected if the spread of the virus
is not contained

6 Monkeypox virus can infect

The basic reproduction
7nurnber (RO) for monkeypox

in the MSM network may be
aover 1, which makes containment

into the non-MSM sexual

of the outbreak a challenge

contact network

be possible reasons for the
current outbreak outside
Africa The researchers point
out that most of these factors
are “not strongly supported
by external (if indirect) evi-
dence” nor able to explain
human spread predominant-
ly among men who have sex
with men (MSM) and not wi-
despread in the general pop-
ulation in the community.

The driver
The researchers found that a
“small fraction of individuals

W

8Tallored and
non-stigmatising
messaging/suppart
for those at highest risk
would be key to earliest

containment

! Vital difference:
Sustained human-to-
human transmission of

:“.

monkeypox virus has been
rare in the endemic countries

who have disproportionately
large numbers of partners”
must be responsible for the
sustained human-to-human
transmission of the virus
among men who have sex
with men.

This is the largest out-
break predominantly among
men who have sex with men.
In Nigeria, higher prevalence
and lesions in the genital
area have been recorded in a
recent outbreak.

“Our model suggests that
the MSM population has pos-

sibly always been at risk of a
sustained outbreak. The rea-
son we haven't seen an out-
break among MSM before
might be that the virus had
not reached this network gi-
ven how few cases there
were in total,” Dr. Endo t-
weeted.

The researchers explain
this in more detail in the pre-
print when they say that
monkeypox virus always had
a “substantial transmission
potential in the MSM" com-
munity even in the past but
the small number of import-
ed cases outside Africa likely
resulted in the virus not
spreading to this network re-
sulting in  large-scale
transmission.

The researchers also mo-
delled outbreaks that are sex-
ually associated in both MSM
and non-MSM populations.
They considered varying as-
sumptions for the risk of
transmission between sexual
partners in both these
groups.

In contrast to a small frac-
tion of MSM individuals who
have a large number of
partners thus increasing the
virus spread to many people
in the MSM community, the
researchers found sustained
spread in the non-MSM pop-
ulation “unlikely” due to less
probability of a few indivi-
duals having multiple sex
partners. But “10-10,000 ad-
ditional cases may be ob-
served if a substantial num-
ber of infections are
introduced into the non-

Quantum diamond microscope to image magnetic fields

Researchers tap fluorescence changes in special, diamond sensors to image time-varying fields

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

Researchers from the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IIT)
at Mumbai and Kharagpur
have built a microscope that
can image magnetic fields
within microscopic two-di-
mensional samples that
change over milliseconds.
This has a huge potential for
scientific applications, such
as in measuring biological
activity of neurons and dy-
namics of vortices in super-
conductors. The work, led
by UT Bombay professor
Kasturi Saha, from the De-
partment of Electrical Engi-
neering, has been published
in Scientific Reports. This is
the first time that such a tool
has been built to image mag-
netic fields that change with-
in milliseconds.

Capturing change

Prof. Saha explains that the
ideal frame rate to capture a
changing magnetic field is

one that captures data at
twice the frequency of the
changing field. Signals in na-
ture exhibit a range of fre-
quencies — magnetism in ge-
ological rock samples and
rare earth magnets can be
constant over months; mag-
netic nanoparticle aggrega-
tion inside living cells takes
place in minutes; action po-
tentials in neurons are fast,
taking milliseconds, whe-
reas precession of atomic
spins in complex molecules
takes only microseconds.
The instrument that this
team has built works in the
millisecond range.

The key aspect of this sen-
sor is a “nitrogen vacancy
(NV) defect centre” in a dia-
mond crystal. Such NV
centres act as pseudo atoms
with electronic states that
are sensitive to the fields and
gradients around them (mag-
netic fields, temperature,
electric field and strain).

“Notably, the fluores-

Huge potential: The set-up shows a green laser at 532
nanometre to excite the nitrogen vacancy centres.

cence emitted from these NV
centres encodes the magnet-
ic field information,” says
Prof. Saha. “During the mea-
surement of ultra-small mag-
netic fields, the change in
the fluorescence levels is ex-
tremely small and therefore,
limits the imaging frame rate
and degrades the signal-to-
noise ratio  of  the
measurement.”

In order to overcome this
limitation, the researchers
employed a “lock-in detec-

tion scheme” which selects
light fluctuations of a small
frequency range, rejecting
others, and thereby improv-
ing the sensitivity to small
changes in fluorescence.

Improved frame rates

Earlier reported magnetic
field imaging frame rates
were close to 1-10 minutes
per frame. This would in-
crease to about half an hour
per frame for challenging
samples like biological cells.

The instrument built by this
group exhibits an imaging
frame rate of about 50-200
frames per second, which
would translate into a frame
acquisition time of about 2-5
milliseconds. “It enables
imaging of millisecond scale
magnetisation changes in
micro-magnets, dynamic mi-
cro scale thermometry in
cells and with further im-
provements, might enable
probing action potentials in
mammalian neurons,” says
Prof. S8aha.

Aspecial diamond crystal,
one micrometre thick, em-
bedded with a high density
of such NV centres is creat-
ed. This acts as a sensor
when a thin two-dimension-
al sample is brought close to
it — less than 10 microme-
tre. Using this technique, the
researchers can image a 150
micrometre by 150 micro-
metre field of view, which is
quite an achievement.

“The NV centre imaging

How marine heatwave fuelled super cyclone Amphan

Besides surface warming, ocean stratification and warming below the surface also played a role

SAURABH RATHORE

Rising greenhouse gas emis-
sion is the primary factor for
anthropogenic  (human-in-
duced) climate change. The
increase in carbon dioxide
concentration can trap the
radiation into the atmosph-
ere and not let it go into
space. This trapping of the
extra energy increases the
average surface air tempera-
ture and warms the climate
that we know as global
warming.

As the capacity of the at-
mosphere to absorb the heat
is very less, more than 90%
of the extra heat that has
been trapped in the climate
system has been absorbed by
the oceans since 1970, ac-
cording to IPCC AR5, and
IPCC ARG reports. Due to
this, oceans are warming glo-
bally from the surface to
deeper depths. The warming
of the oceans has severe con-
sequences such as increasing
intensity and frequency of
extreme events, rising sea le-
vels, melting glaciers, and
changing the weather pat-
tern across the globe.

Faster warming
Previous studies have shown
that due to global warming,
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the tropical Indian Ocean, at
the surface, is warming at a
faster rate as compared to
the rest of the global ocean.
The high sea surface temper-
atures are more susceptible
to generating extreme tem-
perature conditions that per-
sist over days to months and
are termed as Marine Heat-
waves (MHWs). This intense
warming of the ocean due to
MHW has severe socio-eco-
nomic consequences such as
fish mortality, and coral
bleaching, and also has the
potential to interact and
modify other extreme events
such as tropical cyclones.
The anthropogenic warm-
ing of the oceans and at-
mosphere facilitates the gen-
eration and intensification of
extreme events SUCI’[ as
MHWs and tropical cyclones.
Both marine heat waves and
tropical cyclones are the ex-
treme events of the ocean-at-
mosphere coupled system.
Our study, published in
the Frontiers in Climate, is
the first study conducted in
the Indian Ocean that investi-
gates the interaction bet-
ween a marine heatwave and
super cyclone Amphan in
the Bay of Bengal in May
2020. The co-occurrence of
multiple extreme events (e.g.

»

Unique kind: Amphan was the first super cyclone in the Bay of

Bengalin the last 21 years. =ap

in our case the co-occurring
marine heatwave and tropi-
cal cyclone) are termed com-
pound extreme events.

Sea surface temperature

The Bay of Bengal exhibits
high sea surface tempera-
tures (about 28°C) through-
out the year and is more
prone to tropical cyclones.
The Bay of Bengal is home to
about 5-7% of the total num-
ber of tropical cyclones oc-
curring globally each year
and this makes the North In-
dian Ocean vulnerable to the
highest number of fatalities
globally. Amphan was the
first super cyclone in the Bay
of Bengal in the last 21 years
and intensified from catego-

ry 1 (cyclonic storm) to cate-
gory 5 (super cyclone) in less
than 24 hours. Amphan was
also the costliest tropical cy-
clone on record in the North
Indian Ocean, with reported
economic losses of approxi-
mately $14 billion in India,
according to the World Mete-
orological Organisation and
129 casualties across India
and Bangladesh. According
to the latest IPCC report
(ARG6), Amphan was the lar-
gest source of displacement
in 2020, with 2.4 million dis-
placements in India alone,
out of which around
8,00,000 was pre-emptive
evacuation by the authori-
ties. Our study investigates
the reasons that made this

unusual and unprecedented
rapid intensification of cy-
clone Amphan into a devas-
tating super cyclonic storm.

The cause

We found the presence of a
strong MHW beneath the
track of the cyclone with an
extremely high anomalous
sea surface temperature of
more than 2.5°C that coincid-
ed with the cyclone track
and facilitated its rapid inten-
sification in a short period.
We have also compared the
super cyclone Amphan to a
previous extremely severe
cyclone Fani in May 2019
with a near similar trajecto-
ry. We found that the total
life span of Amphan over the
ocean was five days as com-
pared to Fani which was for
seven days but Fani did not
turn into a super cyclone as
Amphan did.

The main difference bet-
ween these two cyclones was
the presence of MHW in the
case of Amphan, which was
not there in the case of Fani.
We also infer that despite
short duration and unfavour-
able atmospheric conditions
relative to Fani, Amphan
turned into a super cyclone,
primarily fuelled by a strong
MHW on its way. Apart from

the surface warming, the stu-
dy also shows that ocean
stratification and warming
below the surface also play a
crucial role during this phe-
nomenon of compound ex-
treme events.

Our study along with pre-
vious studies also discusses
that such compound or indi-
vidual extreme events are go-
ing to increase in the future
due to global warming and
the Indian Ocean will wit-
ness the increased intensity
and frequency of such cli-
mate extremes. Hence, our
study provides new perspec-
tives on the interactions bet-
ween different extreme
events that could aid in im-
proving the current under-
standing of compound ex-
treme events that have
severe socio-economic con-
sequences in affected coun-
tries. We believe that our stu-
dy will be very helpful for the
political and scientific auth-
orities to make better disas-
ter management and mitiga-
tion planning for our
vulnerable coastal communi-
ties from such extreme
events,

(Saurabh Rathore is a re-
searcher at LOCEAN-IPSL
Sorbonne University, Paris,
France)

technique is a unique tool in
the context of imaging mi-
croscale magnetic field va-
riations in any sample,” says
Prof. Saha.

The team had started a
collaboration with IIT Kha-
ragpur in 2017 with the am-
bitious target of building a
novel system to image the
brain. They collaborated
with Sharba Bandopadhyay,
who brought in an expertise
in neurobiology and bioengi-
neering to complement the
knowledge of quantum op-
tics, quantum computing
and quantum sensing that
was Prof. Saha's forte.

“We have, along with PhD
student Madhur Parashar,
developed an algorithm to
image neurons in 3D using
NV quantum sensors,” says
Prof. Saha.

This work was published
in Communications Physi-
cs in 2020. We have jointly
filed a patent for the present
work, she adds.

MSM sexual contact net-
work,” they write.

Seeding the outbreak
They note that a “very small
number of sexually-associat-
ed transmissions” in the
MSM community is sufficient
to cause a large outbreak. In
contrast, a large number of
non-sexually-associated im-
ported cases are needed for
the virus to gain a foothold in
the MSM community and
then spread to large number
of people through sexually-
associated spread. And this
may be the reason why the
virus did not reach the MSM
community in the past
through imported non-sex-
ual cases. They note that bet-
ter surveillance in the en-
demic countries might be
needed if the current out-
break outside Africa in the
MSM community had come
about from a few sexually-as-
sociated cases imported
from the endemic countries.

“Without sufficient inter-
ventions, we may see conti-
nued growth in MSM. Mon-
keypox virus can infect
anyone; the non-MSM popu-
lation will also be affected if
we fail to contain it. Tailored
and non-stigmatising mes-
saging/support for those at
highest risk would be key to
earliest containment,” Dr En-
do tweeted. Targeted mes-
saging is necessary for pre-
vention and early detection
of cases among MSM who
have multiple partners, the
authors write.

Omicron
infection after
vaccination

REUTERS

People infected with the
earliest version of the Omi-
cron variant of the corona-
virus, first identified in
South Africa in November,

may be vulnerable to rein- —|-

fection with later versions
of Omicron even if they
have been vaccinated and
boosted, new findings
suggest.

Vaccinated patients with
Omicron  BA.1  break-
through infections deve-
loped antibodies that could
neutralise that virus, but
the Omicron sublineages
circulating now have muta-
tions that allow them to
evade those antibodies.

Those newer sublineag-
es “notably evade the neu-
tralizing antibodies elicited
by SARS-CoV-2 infection
and vaccination,” the re-
searchers found in test-
tube experiments.

Question Corner
Domestic chicken

When and where were
chickens
domesticated?

New findings transform
our understanding of the
circumstances and
timing of the
domestication of
chickens and their
spread across Asia into
the West. Researchers
have found that an
association with rice
farming likely started a
process that has led to
chickens becoming one
of the world’s most
numerous animals.
Previous efforts have
claimed that chickens
were domesticated up to
10,000 years ago in
China, Southeast Asia, or
India, and that chickens
were present in Europe
over 7,000 years ago.

The new studies show
that this is wrong, and
that the driving force
behind chicken
domestication was the
arrival of dry rice

farming into southeast
Asia where their wild
ancestor, the red jungle
fowl, lived. Dry rice
farming acted as a
magnet drawing wild
jungle fowl down from
the trees, and
kickstarting a closer
relationship between
people and the jungle
fowl that resulted in
chickens, according to a
University of Exeter
press release.

This domestication
process was underway
by around 1,500 BC in
the Southeast Asia
peninsula. The research
suggests that chickens
were then transported
first across Asia and then
throughout the
Mediterranean along
routes used by early
Greek, Etruscan and
Phoenician maritime
traders.

The international team
of experts re-evaluated
chicken remains found in
more than 60O sites in
89 countries.

The oldest bones of a
definite domestic
chicken were found at
Neolithic Ban Non Wat in
central Thailand, and
date to between 1,650
and 1,250 BC.

Readers may send their

questions [ answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in
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The 5G auction plan

Why are telcos unhappy with the
Government’s decision to set aside
airwaves for private enterprises?

JOHN XAVIER

The story so far: On Wednesday, the Union Cabinet
approved auction of 5G spectrum bands, and said it has
reserved a portion of airwaves for captive private
networks, a proposal opposed by telecom service
providers. The auction of over 72 GHz of airwaves is set
to be held by the end of July.

What set the ball rolling for 5G technology in India?

B The world’s second-largest telecom market is one of
the few major countries without 5G service, The Union
government’s delay in auctioning off spectrum bands is a
result of its rounds of consultations with various
stakeholders to decide on bands that can be sold, block
sizes, and the reserve price. The telecom service
providers are ready to commercially roll out 5G to
customers. Ln January, Reliance Jio said it completed next
generation network coverage planning for nearly 1,000
cities in the country. A year ago, Airtel demonstrated 5G
over a live commercial network in Hyderabad. Vodafone,
before its merger with Idea, in 2017 said it had
“upgraded entire radio network to all-IP technology,
ready even for 5G”.

What are captive private networks and why do they need
spectrum bands?

B Private wireless networks are cellular networks built
specifically for individual enterprises. These networks
are often deployed at a single unit, for example a factory.
They can also be used in a wide-area setting, for instance
to monitor a mine in real-time. Airports and ports can
also have their own private 5G cellular networl to
process imaging data coming from surveillance cameras
to manage the facility. Several enterprises around the
world are working on setting up private 5G networks as
they offer reliable, fast, and secure wireless
communicatior.

According to an Economist Impact survey of 216
technology executives in
Germany, Japan, the U.K.
and the U.S., over half said
they plan to deploy a
private 5G network within
six-24 months. That is on

Telecom service
providers worry that
providing industries
with 5G spectrum

5 top of nearly 30%
allocation to set up executives who have
private networks will  already deployed or are in
diminish their own the process of deploying

private 5G networks in
their organisations, The key
reason driving this
adoption is the need for
greater data privacy and
security. Unlike unlicensed
Wi-Fi service available at several private places, licensed
spectrum bands offer greater data privacy, security and
faster connection speeds.

revenue from the next
generation of cellular
services

——

How does Industry 4.0 relate to 5G?

B Cellular technology has come a long way in the last
four decades. Each generation has added a layer of
sophistication over another starting with voice. Over the
years, three generations of cellular airwaves enabled
users to text, use Internet and view live-streaming video
all at the same time,

Unlike its predecessors, the latest wireless iteration
opens a new paradigm in cellular connectivity. That’s
because the true benefits of 5G largely apply to industrial
enterprises than individual users. Think about industrial
Al-enabled robots on shop floors and warehouses,
autonomous vehicles on the road, and mixed-reality
headsets with advanced mobile applications that train
workers. Each of these scenarios require high-speed
computing using real-time data at low latency. This is at
the core of the fourth industrial revolution where devices
talk to each other to perform various tasks. Big tech
firms like Google have been seeking direct allocation of
spectrum to use in machine learning applications,
connected devices and general Al advancement.

How does the government plan to set aside spectrum for
private network operators?

B The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has
said that private firms can set up a 5G network by either
getting a slice of public network from a licensed telecom
company, establishing an isolated on premises network
from the telecom service provider’s spectrum, or
obtaining spectrum directly from the Department of
Telecom or by sub-leasing it from telcos.

The notice inviting the offer also states that spectrum
auction to private enterprises will follow after a demand
study and based on TRAI's recommendation on pricing
and modalities of block allocations. The telecom
regulator expects its recommendations to result in
increased sharing of network resources,

Is it a setback for telcos?

B The Cellular Operators Association of India (COAL) is
of the firm view that “there is no justification whatsoever
for allocating spectrum to industry verticals for
operating private captive networks.” The association
wrote to the Telecom Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw even
before the Union Cabinet approved its 5G auction
decision, requesting him to address the critical issue of
private networls. It said that there will be no business
case for 5G rollout in such a scenario. This stems from
their concern that 5G technology has more industry use
case than for individual consumers. So, telcos worry that
providing industries 5G spectrum allocation to set up
private networks will diminish their own revenue from
the next generation of cellular services.
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Why is Agnipath under widespread attack?

Will the Centre go ahead with the
reformed recruitment plan for the
three wings of the armed [orces?

S. ANANDAN

The story so far: Large-scale violence by distressed
youth broke out in many parts of India, notably in States
such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana, and Telangana
which contribute a sizeable manpower to the armed
forces, in the wake of the Centre announcing, on June 14,
anew scheme of recruitment of jawans, personnel below
officer ranks (PBORs), to the three wings.

What is the scheme?

B Agnipath or Tour of Duty will be the only mode of
recruitment of soldiers, sailors, and airmen from now on,
It envisages enlisting youths aged between 17.5 years and
21 years — the upper limit has been extended to 23 years
this year after protests — for a period of just four years,
also counting their training time. At the expiry of their
contract, only 25% of these soldiers, to be known as
Agniveers, will be re-enlisted for regular military service.

While the salary package of Agniveers will be around
%4.76 lakh in the first year which can go up to ¥6.92 lakh
in the fourth year, these short-term soldiers will also be
offered a contributory severance package besides
non-contributory death and disability compensation.
They will not be eligible for pension or gratuity. A day
after the scheme was unveiled by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh in the presence of the Service chiefs, the
Union Ministry of Education said it would offer a
three-year degree programme to these enlistees in order
to make them employable once out of service. As protests
rocked the country, the Ministry of Home Affairs, on
Saturday, announced its decision to reserve 10% of
vacancies in the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs)
and the Assam Rifles to Agniveers. The Defence Minister
also approved of a proposal to earmark 10% of vacancies
in Coast Guard, defence civilian jobs and in the defence
PSUs for Agniveers provided they meet the eligibility
criteria.

What, according to its supporters, are the scheme’s
benefits?

W Defenders of the scheme, which include the three
Service chiefs, have maintained that this
‘transformational’ initiative will make the forces lean and
much younger, with the average age of the soldier

Lakhisarai, Biharon June 17. =p1i

brought down to about 25 from the present 32 years. It
will also ensure the availability

Scores of veterans ~ of 2 Iar%” Shaffte lﬂf b“dgd‘?ti
outlay for capital expenditure
ha'\_: e flayed the for the acquisition of hi-tech
scheme as a_n equipment and platforms
effort to scrimp because the outlay for pension
and save on payout will drop considerably
revenue over time. Military training at a
expenditure at the young age would make these
it men returning to the civilian
exDen?e l F_' world more disciplined and
fDrC‘_H operational employable, advocates of the
efficiency or scheme argue.
fighting They say that the military
capabilities recruitment procedures in
—— many countries such as the

U.S., Russia, the U.K., Israel,
France and Germany were
extensively studied over the past two years before
formulating the scheme for Indian conditions.

‘Why are there protests across States?

B Apprehensions about Agnipath are vast and varied.
Scores of veterans have flayed the scheme as an effort to
scrimp and save on revenue expenditure at the expense
of the forces’ operational efficiency or fighting
capabilities. Four years is too short a time for a conscript
to acquire the skills essential for operating sophisticated
systems in the technology-intensive Navy and Air Force.
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Widespread dissent: The Vikramshila Express train set on fire by a mob in protest against the Agnipath scheme in

For the Army, which has a regimental system, it is feared
to impair the unit's cohesiveness as the soldier on a
short-term contract could remain ‘risk-averse’,

There are also apprehensions about this path leading
to the militarisation of society. Some say that it’s unfair to
the potential recruit as well, as the absence of a
continued employment guarantee at the expiry of four
years when he’s still in his 20s and without the skillsets or
credentials required to make the cut in the
civilian/corporate world, could be demoralising.
Agnipath cuts at the root of social security and dignity
that have lured rural Indian youth to the military fatigue,
argue the scheme's detractors.

What is the way forward?

B Unmindful of the ongoing protests and reservations
expressed by a chunk of military veterans — ironically,
also including some habitual votaries of the government
— the Centre has stated unequivocally its resolve to go
ahead with the reform. The Army and the Air Force have
announced their recruitment plans and the Navy is
expected to follow suit. Each year, about 45,000 soldiers
will be enlisted in the three Services under this scheme.
It remains to be seen if amendments such as the
extension of their initial service period and mandatory
re-enlistment of at least 50% of Agniveers recommended
by some veterans would be considered to finetune the
scheme. Right now, the protests are continuing unabated.
A clearer picture will emerge by the time the recruitment
process gets underway.

Are the unemployment numbers reliable?

What are some of the issues in the Periodic Labour Force Survey data being flagged by economists and experts?

A. M. JIGEESH

The story so far: On June 14, the National Statistical Of-
fice (NSO), which functions under the Union Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation, released the
annual report on the basis of the Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) conducted during July 2020-June 2021,
Though conducted amid the first lockdown, the survey
said unemployment rate saw a decrease from 4.8% in 2019-
20 to 4.2% in 2020-21, meaning that 4.2% of adults who
looked out for jobs could not get any work in rural and ur-
ban areas of the country in 2020-21. In rural areas, the rate
is 3.3% while in urban areas the unemployment rate was
recorded at 6.7%. This report, which also gave details of in-
ternal migration, said 11.8 people out of 100 samples mi-
grated to other States during the period of survey.

What is the methodology of the PLFS?

B The fieldwork of PLFS was suspended twice during the
survey in March, 2020 and in April, 2021 due to COVID-19.
A rotational panel sampling design has been used in urban
areas, which means each selected household in urban
areas is visited four times. There was, however, no revisit
in rural areas and the samples were drawn randomly in the
form of two independent sub-samples. The sample size for
the first visit during July 2020-June 2021 in rural and urban
areas was 12,800 first-stage sampling units (FSUs) consist-
ing of 7,024 villages and 5,776 urban frame survey blocks.
Out of this, 12,562 FSUs (6,930 villages and 5,632 urban
blocks) were surveyed for canvassing the PLFS schedule.
The number of households surveyed, according to the
NSO report, was 1,00,344 (55,389 in rural areas and 44,955
in urban areas) and number of persons surveyed was
4,10,818 (2,36,279 in rural areas and 1,74,539 in urban
areas). The PLFS gives estimates of key employment and
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unemployment indicators like the Labour Force Participa-
tion Rates (LFPR), Worker Population Ratio (WPR) and Un-
employment Rate (UR)

Are there problem areas?

B Experts have raised questions over the approach and
methodology of the PLFS. Chairman of the International
Institute of Migration and Development S. Irudaya Rajan
said the PLFS or any such survey cannot produce decent
data on migration. According to him, only the 2021 Cen-
sus, which has been delayed, is the correct method to find
out the migration status of people. “Migration is the only
thing happening in the country. Everyone is moving. To
say that there is no change from the previous years is unac-
ceptable,” Prof. Rajan says, adding that 60 crore people in
the country could be migrants due to changing policy
trends favouring urbanisation. Another issue which is be-
ing flagged is that the PLFS cannot compare a normal year
with an abnormal, pandemic-hit year. Sridhar Kundu, Se-
nior Research Analyst with the Indian School of Business,

argues that a second visit to the rural households could
have provided a bigger and larger picture of unemploy-
ment that was not captured by the PLFS. Dr. Kundu adds
that by comparing the lower rate of economic growth dur-
ing 2020-21 to the PLFS report on unemployment presents
a contradiction as according to the Central Statistics Office,
India’s GDP growth fell over 7.3% during 2020-21.

‘Why does the data matter?

B Historically, data collated by the Indian government
agencies were well accepted globally. Though, of late, sev-
eral questions have been posed on the data released by the
Centre and various State governments. The country needs
reasonable good data for evidence-based policies to ad-
dress issues such as unemployment and farmers’ distress.
Governments need data to understand economic and so-
cial behaviour of the people. For example, if the survey
says unemployment has decreased, there are chances that
the government systems become lethargic in addressing
the situation. According to researchers, even empirically,
the employment and the quality of employment have
come down.

‘What happens next?

B The data is used basically for planning governmental in-
tervention in various sectors such as agriculture, infras-
tructure, animal husbandry etc. For drafting any policy,
data has to be used in a context. If the reality is not reflect-
ed in data, public may reject such data. In classical Keyne-
sian terms, any rate of unemployment below 5% is not con-
sidered as unemployment. The report raised questions
among experts and critics about its efficacy in formulating
policies against unemployment and for creating quality
employment.

What explains the BCCI bonanza on IPL?

Why has digital streaming rights garnered higher numbers in the auction? How has the league’s value improved?

AMOL KARHADKAR

The story so far: The Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) had floated a tender for awarding the media
rights for [PL’s broadcast from 2023 to 2027. The rights —
categorised separately for the first time for television and
digital platforms — were sold for a combined sum of
%48,390 crore from the 17,110 crore that the previous
cycle offered. While Disney Star paid 323,575 crore to
acquire television rights for the Indian sub-continent, the
Viacom 18 group shelled out ¥23,758 crore for digital
rights. The rest of the world rights were split between
Viacom 18 and Times Internet Ltd. for a combined sum of
31,057 crore.

Why have TV and digital rights been split?

B Sensing that consumption of IPL on digital platforms
will increase by huge numbers in future, the BCCI tried to
keep ahead of the market trend to bet big on digital. The
fact that the digital rights for the Indian subcontinent
have fetched more revenues to the BCCI than the same
through TV rights underlines that the decision to split the
rights, along with that of conducting an e-auction, has
turned out to be a masterstroke.

Will IPL then have more games in the next five years?

B Yes. In fact, the BCCI's clarification to potential bidders

about increase in the number of games also resulted in its
additional revenue.

For now, the BCCI has announced that the IPL will
witness 410 games from 2023 to 2027, Just like the 2022
edition, the next two years (2023 and 2024) will have 74
games. [n 2025 and 2026, the IPL will stage 84 games per
season, with each team playing at least 16 games, instead
of the existing 14. Come 2027, and the total number of
games will further increase to 94, with every team set to
feature in at least 18 games.

Do broadcasting rights mean more money for teams?

W The IPL revenue model is based on 50% of the central
revenue pool being divided equally among the franchises.
The revenue pool primarily includes the franchisee fees
(for two teams), the media rights revenue and the central
sponsorship revenue. The central revenue pool for the
next five years is estimated at ¥60,000 crore, which tallies
to ¥12,000 crore annually. It means half of it —
approximately 36,000 crore — will be divided among the
existing 10 franchises. An assured average annual revenue
of ¥600 crore for franchise owners will be more than
double than that for the 2022 edition, estimated to be
approximately ¥275 crore.

Individual players will also get richer but not
proportionately. In 2022, the IPL had a cap of ¥90 crore
for each franchise to assemble a squad comprising a
maximum of 25 players. The cap is set to rise to ¥95 crore

®
esee

in 2023 and 100 crore in 2024. The modus operandi of
squad development in itself may change thereafter. It
means that the players will definitely get richer but not as
much as is anticipated.

Will IPL have more teams now?

B With the BCCI set to get a longer window for the IPL
from now on, besides relaxing the schedule a little bit, the
scale at which the media rights have been sold has
already led to murmurs within the BCCI of the need to
increase the number of teams from 10 to 12 in 2027, if not
in 2026.

What lies ahead?

B The introduction of two separate broadcasters for [PL
in India for television and digital platforms may result in
increased burden on IPL fans. It will be interesting to see
how the BCCI uses the additional revenue. The need of
the hour is to strengthen the feeder-line for men's cricket,
especially domestic cricketers, age-group cricketers,
match officials and scores of State association
foot-soldiers. Besides, the BCCI needs to ensure that there
is a robust financial model for the women’s game across
levels.

The BCCI's announcement of increasing pension for
those who retired before 2004 is certainly welcome. But
experts say that's far from being enough.
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WIKILEAKS

The enemy of
the deep state

WikiLeaks' fortunes have been inextricably tied
with the travails of its co-founder Julian Assange

In Focus

= WikiLeaks'
journey began
in 2006 when
the website
was first
established
and its
domain name
registered by
Julian
Assange

u|n 2010, the
website
released a
video that
showed U.S5.
military
helicopters
firing
indiscrimi-
nately at a
crowd in Irag,
killing
civilians and
two Reuters
reporters

=n 2016, the
release of
Hillary
Clinton's aide
John
Podesta's
emails drew
flak from
activists, who
likened these

SRINIVASAN RAMANI

he slow but sure pro-

cess of extraditing Ju-

lian Assange, co-

founder of the whis-
tleblowing website
WikiLeaks from the UK. to
the U.S. took a firm step on
Friday when the British
Home Secretary, Priti Patel,
gave the go-ahead to the
move. WikiLeaks promptly
released a statement promis-
ing another legal battle to ap-
peal the decision.

Mr. Assange is wanted in
the U.8. for criminal charges,
including breaking the Es-
pionage Act for WikiLeaks’
actions of leaking thousands
of secret U.S. files in 2010. He
could face punishment rang-
ing up to 175 years in prison
for violations of the Espion-
age Act. On the same day, the
Assange Defense Committee,
a U.S.-based coalition of me-
dia rights and human rights
groups, released a statement
through its co-chairs, which
include the renowned lin-
guist and public intellectual
Noam Chomsky and former
U.S. military analyst and
whistleblower Daniel Ellsb-
erg, that said the decision
“was a sad day for western
democracy”. It added: “U.S.
government argues that its
venerated Constitution does
not protect journalism the
government dislikes and that

l:f?g?tt; % publishing truthful informa-

e tion in public interest is a

the 2016 subversive, criminal act. This

elections argument is a threat not only
to journalism, but to democ-
racy itself.”

These were strong words
in favour of a man who has
been held in the U.Ks Bel-
marsh prison ever since the
Ecuador Embassy revoked
his asylum and citizenship af-
ter he stayed for seven years

BLACK SEA

on its premises in London.
Mr. Assange initially under-
went imprisonment for bail
violations during his stay in
the Ecuador Embassy and
got a reprieve from a UK dis-
trict judge, Vanessa Baraits-
er, in January 2021, when she
ruled that he could not be ex-
tradited to the U.S. because
of concerns about his mental
health and the possibility of
suicide in a U.S prison with
strict incarceration
conditions.

U.S. prosecutors later filed
an appeal, and the British
High Court, this time in De-
cember 2021, ruled in favour
of the U.S. following the Joe
Biden administration’s assu-
rances on the terms of Mr.
Assange’s possible incarcera-
tion — that it would not hold
him at the highest security
prison facility (ADX Florence
in Colorado, which houses
terrorists, drug traffickers,
and high-profile criminals)
and that if he were convict-
ed, he could serve his sen-
tence in his native Australia if
he requested it. Mr. Assange
moved the British Supreme
Court against the verdict, but
on March 14, the Court re-
fused permission to appeal.

Mr. Assange’s travails have
mirrored those of the Wiki-
Leaks organisation itself. In
February 2022, on Wiki-
Leaks' website, the submis-
sion system for files (by whis-
tleblowers, ‘hacktivists’, etc.)
and its email server went
completely offline, months
after the organisation’s se-
cure chat services had
stopped working in October
2021. This was no surprise.

The organisation has been
inevitably linked to its co-
founder, who still remains a
director. Ever since his incar-
ceration, the release of whis-
tleblower documents have

only been few and far bet-
ween and much less in con-
sequence compared to what
the organisation managed to
achieve between 2010 and
2019.

Origins and impact
WikiLeaks' journey began in
2006 when the website was
first established and its do-
main name registered by Mr.
Assange. While initially the
website began as a disclosure
portal on the lines of the Wi-
kipedia model, with anony-
mous submissions being put
up and edited by volunteers,
it soon became a repository
of anonymously sourced ma-
terial. News and classified in-
formation could be uploaded
on it using the anonymity
software Tor, which protects
the uploader’s identity from
being eavesdropped on any
network and even by Wiki-
Leaks itself.

Internal dissension and
wrangling between Wiki-

Leaks employees had result-
ed in problems with the sub-
mission  system, which
resulted in its suspension in
2010, but WikiLeaks re-
launched the site in 2015.

One of the earliest revela-
tions by Wikileaks was on
how the U.S. government
had been deploying practic-
es at the Guantanamo Bay fa-
cility holding terror sus-
pects, that were in violation
of the Geneva Convention
protocols.

Some of the most conse-
quential leaks during the pe-
riod when the site’s anony-
mised submission system
still remained active includ-
ed the millions of classified
files from the U.S. Defence
Department on the Iraq and
the Afghan invasions, be-
sides lakhs of State Depart-
ment communiques — both
were released by former U.S.
soldier Chelsea (then Bra-
dley) Manning. These leaks
began with a 39-minute vi-
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deo released on April 5, 2010
that showed gun-sight foot-
age of two US. AH-64
Apache helicopters in action
during the Iraqi insurgency
against the U.S. occupation
in 2007. The video showed
the helicopter crew firing in-
discriminately and killing ci-
vilians and two Reuters war
correspondents. For nearly
three years, Reuters had
sought access to this video
via the U.S. Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, but had failed.
WikiLeaks promptly re-
leased the war logs, which
were published by a host of
media organisations and ex-
posed human rights abuses
by occupation forces, be-
sides the increased fatality
counts in Irag. The war logs’
release was followed by the
publication of several news
stories, including by The
Hindu, based on thousands
of leaked diplomatic cables
that were also released by
Ms. Manning, leading to sig-

nificant public exposure of
the ways, lifestyles and atti-
tudes of the elite in various
countries.

The WikiLeaks model —
using cryptographic tools to
protect sources and allowing
for anonymous “leaks” of
sensitive information (that
could also be in public inter-
est) to be published — sud-
denly brought forth a new
model of extensive investiga-
tive journalism into areas
that were relatively shielded
from the public eye, such as
the functioning of the deep
state in democratic societies
and the operation of power
agencies in autocracies.

While initially the cables
were released to five new-
spapers that undertook the
exercise of redacting sensi-
tive information before re-
porting on them and pu-
blished them over a year
from late 2010 to 2011, the
leak of the encryption key of
the full cache of files (of what
was then termed “Cable-
gate”), resulted in the release

WikiLeaks brought
forth a new model of
investigative
journalism into areas
that were relatively
shielded from the
public eve, such as
the functioning of the
deep state

of unredacted material, an
action that was condemned
by many media outlets.

The lack of an anony-
mised submission system
between 2010 and 2015 did
not deter it from publishing
other files that were ob-
tained from other hackers
such as the Stratfor email
leaks. Later, WikiLeaks also
published then presidential
candidate (and former Secre-
tary of State) Hillary Clinton’s
aide John Podesta’s emails
before the 2016 presidential
elections. This action invited
severe critique of WikiLeaks
from activists and media per-
sonnel, who likened these
leaks to an effort to intervene
in the 2016 elections with Mr.
Assange having been quoted
as saying he wanted to
“harm” Hlllary Clinton’s
chances of winning the presi-
dency and accusing Wiki-
Leaks of obtaining this infor-
mation  from  Russian
intelligence agency hackers,

ABDUL REHMAN MAKKI

something Wikileaks denied.
Later, it emerged that so-
meone from WikiLeaks had
conversed with Clinton's pre-
sidential opponent, Donald
Trump’s son, Donald Trump
Jr., seeking to promote the
leaks and even asking for fa-
vours for Mr. Assange in
Twitter DM conversations.

Probe in the U.S.
Wikileaks' releases, mean-
while, resulted in reprisals
from the U.S. government.
The Barack Obama adminis-
tration began investigation of
the Manning leaks, and Ms.
Manning was convicted by
court martial in July 2013 for
violating the Espionage Act
and underwent rigorous im-
prisonment before her sen-
tence was commuted in Janu-
ary 2017 by the President.
However, the administration
concluded that it would not
pursue criminal charges
against Mr. Assange and Wi-
kiLeaks.

The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment under former Presi-
dent Donald Trump, howev-
er, charged Mr. Assange with
collaborating in a conspiracy
with Ms. Manning to crack a
password on a Defense De-
partment networlk to publish
classified documents and
communications on Wiki-
Leaks in a sealed indictment
in April 2017. These charges
were unsealed in 2019,

Later, the Trump adminis-
tration further charged Mr.
Assange with violating the
Espionage Act of 1917 — he
was indicted on 17 new
charges related to the Act at
the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Virginia.
In June 2020, the charges
were further expanded for
conspiracy with  hacker
groups. The Biden adminis-
tration has made no attempt
to reverse these charges.

How the legal case against
Mr. Assange will play out will
determine the future of in-
vestigative journalism of the
kind that WikiLeaks repre-
sents and will also serve as a
litmus test for free expres-
sion laws that allow for un-
hindered journalism in coun-
tries like the U.S.. While the
organisation is now a shell of
what it was a decade ago, its
ability to harness the act of
whistleblowing to shine a
light on the inner workings
of those in power trans-
formed investigative journal-
ism, even as its decisions to
intervene in the U.S. polity
complicated its legacy.

Russia’s gateway to global waters

Moscow is trying to squeeze Ukraine’s access to the strategic waters in its south

STANLY JOHNY

he Treaty of Kiiglik
Kaynarca, signed on
July 21, 1774 by the
Russian and Ottoman Em-
pires after the 176874 war
between the two powers
was one of the most conse-
quential treaties for the glo-
bal balance of power in the
18th century — it marked the
beginning of the decline of
the Ottoman Empire and
the arrival of the Russians,
under Catherine the Great,
as a major power in the
Black Sea region. As part of
the treaty, Russia got access
to the Black Sea through the
Kerch and Azov seaports,
More important, Russia
gained official status as the
protector of the Orthodox
Christians of the Ottoman
Empire, a clear signal of the
waning influence of the
High Porte, the Ottoman
central administration,
within imperial territories.
This clause also left the
Crimean Khanate, which
had declared independence
from the Ottomans, depen-
dent on the Russians. In
1783, nine years after the
treaty was signed, Prince
Grigory Potemkin, a Grand
Admiral in the imperial Rus-
sian army and a favourite of
Empress Catherine, an-
nexed the Crimean Peninsu-
la in the name of protecting
its Christians amidst violent
clashes between Christians
and Crimean Tatars. The an-
nexation gave Russia seam-
less access to the Black Sea’s
warm waters, helping its
rise as a naval power.
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One may find parallels
between the 18th century
annexation of Crimea by
Empress Catherine and the
2014 annexation of the same
region by President Vladi-
mir Putin. If Catherine’s an-
nexation anchored Russia as
a Black Sea power, Mr. Pu-
tin’s move allowed Russia to
retain Sevastopol, which
hosts its Black Sea fleet, and
turn Crimea into a platform
for force projection.

Geo-economic reasons
After the invasion of Uk-
raine began on February 24,
Russia further tightened its
hold over the Black Sea.
Russia has taken the entire
Sea of Azov coast and more
port cities in the south and
south-east, including Mariu-
pol, Berdyansk and
Kherson,

The Black Sea is critical
for Russia for geo-economic
reasons. Russia’s northern
ports are in the Arctic
Ocean, which restricts its
outreach to the world. Its ga-

teway to the global waters is
the Black Sea, which opens
into the Mediterranean Sea
through the Turkey-con-
trolled Bosphorus and Dar-
danelles Straits.

Currently, Russia’s only
naval base outside the form-
er Soviet territories is based
in Syria’s Tartus in the Medi-
terranean Sea. While Russia
sees the Mediterranean as
NATO-dominated waters, it
has sought to enhance its
presence in the region in re-
cent years. So, from a geo-
political point of view, it's
imperative for Moscow to re-
tain its hold over the Black
Sea to remain an influential
naval power. The Black Sea
is also a vital economic ar-
tery for Russia to export its
hydrocarbons and grains to
Turkey and Asian markets.

During the Soviet period,
Russia had dominated the
Black Sea, which was then
dubbed by many the ‘Soviet
Lake'. Ukraine and Georgia
were Soviet republics. Bul-
garia and Romania, two oth-

er Black Sea basin states,
were part of the Soviet-led
Eastern bloc. The only coun-
try that was out of the Soviet
sphere in the Black Sea re-
gion during the Cold War
was Turkey, a NATO mem-
ber. Despite Turkey's con-
trol over Bosphorus and
Dardanelles Straits, the 1936
Montreux Convention en-
sures that Russia and other
Black Sea countries get ac-
cess to the straits so that
they can seamlessly move
both commercial and mili-
tary vessels in and out of the
waters. (The Convention
bans non-Black Sea coun-
tries’ aircraft carriers and
submarines from entering
the waters.)

But the balance of power
in the Black Sea would shift
in favour of NATO after the
disintegration of the Soviet
Union. Bulgaria and Roma-
nia became NATO members
in 2004. Ukraine and Geor-
gia were offered member-
ship in 2008. If they had al-
so joined NATO, Russia
would have faced an arc of
NATO coast in its gateway to
the global waters. But in
2008, Russia made a mili-
tary intervention in Georgia,
practically ending the coun-
try’s NATO dream. And in
2014, by annexing Crimea,
Russia did not only derail
Ukraine’s NATO plans, but
also reasserted its hold over
its southern waters. Now,
with more territories under
its control as the invasion
grinds on, Russia is seeking
to rewrite the balance of
power in the Black Sea to its
favour through force.

LeT’s terror financier

China placed a hold on India’s bid to name the LeT leader a global terrorist

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE

cell of the Delhi Police ar-

rested Bilal Ahmed Kawa
at the Delhi airport. Kawa
was accused of being part of
the December 22, 2000 at-
tack on the Red Fort in
Delhi. The pre-dawn attack,
a month ahead of the Re-
public Day celebration,
shook the security infra-
structure in the country as it
proved that the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) had acquired
the ability to launch attacks
right in the heart of India.
Kawa played just a small
part of that attack. Accord-
ing to Indian law enforce-
ment agencies, the opera-
tion was firmed up by the
top leadership of the LeT,
which included Abdul Reh-
man Makki, the deputy
Amir and head of political
affairs of the terrorist outfit
and its parent organisation,
Jamat ud Dawa (JuD).

Makki, a long-time aide of
LeT Amir Hafiz Saeed, has
been of great operational
significance for the organ-
isation. Apart from being a
member of the top family of
the JuD/LeT (he is Saeed’s
brother-in-law), Malkki has
served as the member of the
Shura and a member of the
JuD’s central and proselyt-
ising teams. His main skill
lies in raising funds for the
LeT’s operations.

The LeT first appeared in
the Kashmir Valley in the
early 1990s. In the initial
decade, its focus was limited
to Jammu and Kashmir. The
Red Fort attack, however,

In]anuary 2018, a special

changed the threat percep-
tion that the LeT posed.
Ever since, India has blamed
several attacks, both inside
Kashmir and in the rest of
the country, on Makki.

The list includes the 26/11
Mumbai attacks; the attack
on the Rampur CRPF Camp
on January 1, 2008; the
Karan Nagar attack on Feb-
ruary 12-13, 2018; the Khan-
pora attack on May 30, 2018
in Baramulla; the Srinagar
attack on June 14, 2018; and
the Gurez attack on August
7,2018.

India accuses Makki of
being involved in raising
funds and radicalising and
recruiting young men to at-
tack India, particularly
Jammu & Kashmir. The long
list of the anti-India attacks
prompted India and the U.S.
to declare him as a terrorist.

While the heat has been
increased on Hafiz Saeed,
who is a UN-proscribed ter-
rorist, Makki is not on the
global list of terrorists. India
and the U.S. jointly pro-
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posed, on June 1, to list
Maklki under the UN Secur-
ity Council’s Al-Qaeda and
ISIL Sanctions Committee,
also known as the UNSC
1267 Committee.

Sources disclosed that
the proposal to list Makki
under the UN Security
Council sanctions regime
was circulated to all mem-
bers of the Council’s 1267
Committee under a “no-ob-
jection procedure” till June
16. At the last moment,
China placed a “technical
hold” on the proposal that
nixed the India-U.S. plan to
list Makki as a global terror-
ist. Designating Makki as a
global terrorist would have
frozen all his assets that
could be targeted more ef-
fectively by the law enforce-
ment authorities of the most
powerful countries in the
UN.

Names galore

According to the U.S. Re-
wards for Justice pro-
gramme, Malkki is known by

- »

multiple names — Hafiz Ab-
dul Rehman Makki; Hafaz
Abdul Rahman Maki; Ab-
dulrahman Maklki; Hafiz Ab-
dul Rehman and carries a
price of $2 million. The
American programme says
Makki has played a role in
the past in raising funds for
terror strikes by the LeT.

Makki has been in the
crosshairs of the U.S. au-
thorities for a long time. On
November 4, 2010, the U.S.
Department of Treasury lis-
ted him as a ‘Specially Desig-
nated Global Terrorist” un-
der Executive order 13224.
The order curtailed Makki’s
ability to access American
FEeSOUrCes.

Though global action
against Hafiz Saeed was
achieved with comparative
ease, the lack of consensus
among the permanent
members of the UNSC pre-
vented Malki’s inclusion in
the 1267 list. India has
blamed China and said that
its lack of support in listing
Makki shows its “double
standards on combating ter-
rorism”.

In 2020, an anti-terrorism
court in Pakistan indicted
Makki for terror financing
and sent him to jail. But an-
other court suspended the
sentence and asked him to
pay 350,000 instead. Hafiz
Saeed was listed a global ter-
rorist under the 1267 list
soon after the 26/11 attacks
in Mumbai. But Makki who
is effectively the leader of
the LeT — as Saeed serves a
32-year jail term - is yet to
feel the weight of the inter-
national order.
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5G deployment to start in Aug.-Sept.: Vaishnaw

Telecom Minister expects roll-out to commence in 20-25 cities, towns by year end: sees India setting rate benchmarks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Telecom minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Saturday said
5G deployment would com-
mence in 20-25 cities and
towns by the year end, and
indicated that India, with its
current data prices signifi-
cantly lower than the global
average, would continue to
set rate benchmarks as new
services were rolled out.

The 5G deployment would
start from August-Septem-
ber, Mr. Vaishnaw said.

The minister said India
was developing 4G and 5G
stacks, and was set to bolster
its position as a trusted
source for the world, in digi-
tal networks,

To address the issue of un-
solicited calls, an “impor-
tant™ regulation was in the
works, which would enable
KYC-identity name of a caller
to be displayed, when some-

one calls, the minister said,
speaking at the ‘TvV9 What
India Thinks Today Global
Summit’.

On 5G services, he said: “I
can say with confidence that
5G deployment will start in
at least 20-25 cities and
towns by year end.”

Asked about the pricing
for 5G services, Mr. Vaish-
naw observed that even to-
day data rates in India were
at about $2, against the glo-
bal average of $25.

“We are already the lowest
in the world, at least by a fac-
tor of 10X... we are cheaper
than the world, that same
trend will be in other areas
too,” he said. As India pre-
pares to usher in 5G services,
it has also developed 4G and
5G technology stacks.

‘Technology lead in 6G’
Outlining India’s resolve to
match global strides in 4G

India’s Russian coal
buying spikes on rebates

REUTERS
NEW DELHI
India’s purchases of Russian
coal have spiked in recent
weeks despite global sanc-
tions, as traders offer dis-
counts of up to 30%, accord-
ing to two trade sources and
data reviewed by Reuters,

Russia, facing severe
Western sanctions over its
invasion of Ukraine, warned
the European Union in April
against sweeping sanctions
on coal, saying they would
backfire as the fuel would be
redirected to other markets.

Yet as European impor-
ters shun trade with Mos-
cow, Indian buyers are or-
dering huge quantities of
Russian coal despite high
freight costs.

India’s purchases of coal

May 27-June 15 purchases surge sixfold

and related  products
jumped more than sixfold in
the 20 days through Wed-
nesday from the year-earlier
period to $331.17 million, ac-
cording to unpublished In-
dian government data.

“The Russian traders
have been liberal with pay-
ment routes and are accept-
ing payments in Indian ru-
pee and UAE dirham,” one
source said.

Initiating call: The Centre will auction ¥4.3 lakh crore of
airwaves for offering 5G Services. =c. VENKATACHALAPATHY

and 5G, and to take the tech-
nology lead in 6G, the Minis-
ter said the world had taken
note of the country’s pro-
gress, and shown serious in-
terest in the indigenous tech-
nologies being developed.

Bitcoin falls to

18-month low
onrisk exodus

REUTERS

Bitcoin fell below $20,000
to its lowest level in 18
months, extending its slide
as investors pull back from
riskier assets amid rising
interest rates.

The biggest
cryptocurrency was down
71% to $18,993 at 0906
GMT, having  earlier
touched $18,732, its lowest
since December 2020. It is
down about 59% this year,
while rival cryptocurrency
ether is down 73%.

The digital currency
sector has been pummelled
this week after
cryptocurrency  lending
firm Celsius froze
withdrawals and transfers
between accounts.

“The telecom network
supporting mobile phones
has to be a trusted network.
India’s name is on the top of
the list of trusted network
providers. When India deve-
lops a technology, entire

world is interested in it,” he
asserted.
5G services are expected
to usher in high speeds —
about 10 times faster than 4G
— and spawn new-age offer-
ings and business models.
The government will auc-
tion about ¥4.3 lakh crore
worth of airwaves capable of
offering fifth-generation or
5G telecom services, includ-
ing ultra-high-speed Inter-
net, and has also given its
nod for setting up of captive
5G networlks by tech firms.
As much as 72 GHz of
spectrum will be put on the
block during the 5G auction,
set to commence on July 26,
On the issue of unsolicited
calls, Mr. Vaishnaw said a
new regulation in the offing
would enable KYC name (as
given in the mobile SIM ap-
plication) to be displayed,
when someone makes a call.
The consultation process on

Jindal Lifestyle opens
stainless steel parts unit

Firm eyes opportunities in rail wagons

M. SOUNDARIYA PREETHA
COIMBATORE

Jindal Lifestyle, an integrat-
ed stainless steel solutions
provider, has commissioned
an additional plant in Chen-
nai to cater mainly to Vande
Bharat trains.

The firm has facilities in
Chennai, Pathredi in Rajas-
than and Rohad in Haryana
with a total capacity of
1,500 tonnes a month, CEQ
Rajesh Mohata said.

The products manufac-
tured include industrial
stainless steel tanks, home-
ware, kitchenware, bus
shelters, components for
Metrorail and Railways, etc.

The new plant in Chennai
is operating at 40% capacity
now and additional machin-
ery would be installed to

The plant makes
stainless steel
components for
train coaches

C

raise capacity utilisation to
80% from next month.

“The investment in the
additional plant is only in
machinery as the shed has
been taken on rent,” he said.

“The plant makes stain-
less steel components for
coaches,” Mr. Mohata said

“We are also working on
how to make stainless steel
railway wagons. We see
good opportunities in wa-
gons,” he added.

With huge opportunities
in automobile and EV sec-
tors, the company is looking
at further expansion in Ta-
mil Nadu, he said.

this was currently underway.

“Once industry stakehol-
der consultation is complet-
ed, this will be implemented
all over the country,” the Mi-
nister said.

To a question on the slow
download speeds expe-
rienced by customers, the
minister pointed out that In-
dia’s average data consump-
tion at 18 GB per month, ex-
ceeds the global average of 11
GB per month.

“India’s data consumption
is more than what is seen in
highly-developed nations.
More investments are need-
ed in infrastructure. Massive
investments in infrastruc-
ture are important in the
backdrop of data rates, calls
drops, call quality,” he said.

The telecom sector re-
forms announced in Septem-
ber had brought stability to
the industry, the Minister
asserted.
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Govt. tags IT assets of
ICICI Bank ‘critical infra

HDFC Bank, NPCI also get similar tags

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The government has de-
clared the [T resources of IC-
ICI Bank, HDFC Bank and
UPL managing entity NPCL
as ‘critical information in-
frastructure,” implying any
harm to them can have an
impact on national security
and any unauthorised per-
son accessing these resourc-
es may be jailed for up to 10
years, according to an offi-
cial notification.

The Ministry of Electron-
ics and IT (MeitY), in the
notification dated June 16,
declared the IT resources of
ICICI Bank as critical infras-
tructure under Section 70 of
the IT Act, 2000.

“The central government
hereby declares the compu-
ter resources relating to the
Core Banking Solution, Real
Time Gross Settlement and

% e

National Electronic Fund
Transfer comprising Struc-
tured Financial Messaging
Server, being critical infor-
mation infrastructure of the
ICICI Bank, and the compu-
ter resources of its associat-
ed dependencies to be pro-
tected systems for the
purpose of the said Act,” the
government said.

Meity also declared IT re-
sources of HDFC bank and
National Payments Corpora-
tion of India (NPCL) as criti-
cal infrastructure.

We are seeing a long, strong
cycle of growth: DICV MD

Company has healthy export pipeline for 3-4 months: Arya

LALATENDU MISHRA
MUMBAI

Daimler India Commercial
Vehicles Pvt. Ltd., which
makes and supplies the Bha-
rat Benz range of heavy and
medium commercial vehi-
cles (CVs) in India, is seeing
strong demand recovery for
CVs as the effect of the pan-
demic wanes, MD and CEQ
Satyakam Arya said.

“Since 2020, the industry
has again started to grow,”
Mr. Arya said in an inter-
view. “It finished roughly
with 2,00,000 units in 2021.
This year, we are expecting
the market to grow beyond
3,40,000 units.

“We are [standing] in the
front of a major growth cy-

Satyakam Arya

cle, which is happening
now,” he said. “I believe,
with the GDP growth India
had seen last year, and how
we are growing this year, we
are in front of a long and
strong cycle of growth for
this industry,” he added.
The subsidiary of Daimler

Truck AG, which has invest-
ed almost 310,000 crore in
India, achieved operational
break-even for its truck busi-
ness in 2018. “And today, we
are financially quite strong,”
he said.

‘Scalable capacity’
DICV’s plant in Chennai has
annual capacity to make
36,000 trucks and the ca-
pacity can be scaled up to
72,000 with some minor in-
vestments, Mr. Arya said.
“2022 is shaping out quite
well. We are growing, a bit
better than what the market
is growing. If you look at the
exports, we have got a very
healthy pipeline for the next
three-four months,” he said.

LIVE TELECAST

Badminton: Indonesia Open:
Sports 18-1 & Voot Select,
10.30a.m.

Sri Lanka vs Australia: 3rd
0Dl, Seny Six (SD & HD) & Sony
LIV, 2.30 p.m.

Netherlands vs England:
2nd ODI, FanCode, 2.30 p.m.
FIH Pro League: S5 Select 2
{SD & HD) & Hotstar, 3 p.m.,
530p.m. &8p.m.

India vs South Africa: 5th
T20I, Star Sports 1(SD & HD) &
Hotstar, 7 p.m.

West Indies vs
Bangladesh: 1st Test, day 4,
FanCode, 7.30 p.m.

F1: Canadian GP: SS Select 2
(SD & HD) & Hotstar, 11.30 p.m.

Leclerc receives
10-place penalty

MONTREAL

Charles Leclerc received a
10-place grid penalty
because Ferrari changed his
engine ahead of the Canadian
Grand Prix, a»

Anahat enters u-15 final
in Asian junior squash
TAMBON NA CHOM THIAN (THAILAND)
Anahat Singh of India reached
the girls' u-15 final of the
29th Asian junior junior
squash championships here.
She will take on Ena Kwong of
Hong Kong on Sunday.

Esha claims sports pistol gold

Arjun wins free pistol; Manu, Saurabh prevail in junior sections

SHOOTING

SPORTS BUREAU

sha Singh was in fine

form as she beat a strong
field to win the women’s 25-
metre sports pistol gold in
the 20th Kumar Surendra
Singh shooting champion-
ship at the Madhya Pradesh
Academy in Bhopal on
Saturday.

After qualifying at the top
with 585, two points better
than the eventual junior
champion Manu Bhaker,
the 17-year-old Esha defeat-
ed Vibhuti Bhatia 30-23 for
the gold.

Former World No. 1 and
World Cup gold medallist,
Chinki Yadav bagged the
bronze ahead of Neeraj
Kaur, multiple World Cup
gold medallist Rahi Sarno-
bat, Abhidnya Patil, Manu
and Anisa Sayyed.

Irrepressible

Manu Bhaker was irrepres-
sible in the junior women
medal round and beat Payal

i

Triumphant: Esha with her

reward. sSPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
32-23 for the gold.

Junior World Champion
Naamya Kapoor won the
bronze ahead of Vibhuti

Suhana battles past Srijitha

TABLE TENNIS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
ALAPPUZHA

Top-seeded Suhana Saini
(Haryana) advanced to the
second round in the youth
girls’ under-19 section after
warding off a spirited chal-
lenge from Srijitha Shaw
(Bengal) 11-8, 11-7, 11-4 in the
83rd National junior and
youth table tennis cham-
pionships at the YMCA TT
Arena here on Saturday.

After packing off Sampriti
Roy 11-8, 11-3, 11-4 in less than
20 minutes in the first round
in the under-17 category, Su-
hana was not at her best
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Suhana...hard-fought win.
=FILE PHOTO

when she took on Srijitha in
the first round in the un-
der-19 category.

Suhana made quite a few
errors and allowed her oppo-
nent to level the scores in all
the three sets. However, the

»

Haryana girl found her nick
to pull ahead to register a
straight sets win. Srijitha
managed to level the scores
at eight in the first set but Su-
hana reeled off four straight
points to win the first set. In
the second set, the Bengal
girl again caught up with Su-
hana at seven but failed to
stop the top seed from win-
ning.

Suhana struck form after
an indifferent start in the
third set and won seven con-
secutive points to win the
match.

Important results (first
round): Under-17: Suhana Saini
(Har) bt Sampriti Roy (Ben)
-8, 11-3, 11-4; Jennifer Vargh-

Bhatia,
Divanshi.

In the 50-metre free pis-
tol, Arjun Das won the gold
with a score of 562.

Omkar Singh and Ravin-
der Singh took the silver
and bronze respectively,

Tejaswani  and

ahead of Arjun Singh Chee-
ma and Saurabh
Chaudhary.

Saurabh, with a score of
554, was not at his best, but
managed to clinch the ju-
nior gold, comfortably
ahead of Harsh Gupta and
Naved Chaudhary.

The results:

25m sports pistol: Women:
1. Esha Singh 30 (14) 585; 2.
Vibhuti Bhatia 23 (14) 574; 3.
Chinki Yadav 17 (13) 577; 4.
Neeraj Kaur 8 (11) 576.

Juniors: 1. Manu Bhaker 32
(12) 583; 2. Payal 23 (9) 565; 3.
Naamya Kapoor 16 (10) 567; 4.
Vibhuti Bhatia 7 (10) 574.

50m free pistol: Men: 1. Ar
jun Das 562; 2. Omkar Singh
559; 3. Ravinder Singh 556.

Juniors: 1. Saurabh Chaud-
hary 554; 2. Harsh Gupta 542;
3. Naved Chaudhary 540.

ese (Mah) bt Kavya Yadav (Har)
11-7.11-8,11-2.

Pritha Vartikar (Mah) bt
Ekantika Sathish (TNTTA) 11-5,
10-12, 11-3, 11-0; Risha Mir-
chandani (Mah) bt Preeti Raj-
leumara (TTTA) 11-9, 11-6, 8-11,
13-11; Riddhima Kapoor (Del) bt
Arya Songadkar (Mah) 11-6, 4-
11, 7-11, 11-6, 11-8; Kavyashree
Baskara (TTTA) bt Smrithi
Krishna (IKer) 11-7, 11-4, 11-6.

Under-19: Suhana Saini (Har)
bt Srijitha Shaw (Ben)11-8, 11-7,
11-4; Tisha Kohli (Del} bt Tha-
nuja (TTTA) 11-8, 11-8, 11-9;
Shriya Anand (TTTA) bt Anush
lca Basak (Ben) 11-5, 11-6, 11-5,

Lakshita Narang (Del) bt Urvi
Surlakar (Goa) 11-5, 11-4, 11-5;
Risha Mirchandani (Mah) bt K.
Dishha (UP) 11-5, 11-5, 11-3.

Indian juniors
win 4 km silver

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Indian team of Pooja
Dhanole, Himanshi Singh,
Reet Kapoor and Jasmeek
Kaur, with a time of
4:54.094s, claimed silver in
the junior women'’s 4 km
event in the Asian cycling
championship at the Indira
Gandhi  Velodrome on
Saturday.

The Indian team of Reji-
ye Devi, Chayanika Gogoi,
Meenakshi and Monika Jat
beat Uzbekistan with a time
of 4:44.699s to win bronze
in the 4 km women'’s team
pursuit.  Trishya Paul,
Shushikala Agashe and
Mayuri Lute claimed a
bronze in women's sprint

with a time of 50.438s.
Gold for Jyoti
Jyoti Gaderaya clocked

58.283 seconds in beating
compatriot Geeta Rao for
the gold in the para wo-
men's CI-C5 500m time
trial.

King’s Ransom primed for an encore

BENGALURU: King's Ransom, who
in fine nick, may score an en-
core in the Fillies Championship
Stakes (1,600m), the chief event
of the races to be held here on
Sunday (June 19). There will be
no false rails.

RAMKIRPAL PLATE (DIV, II),

{1,200m), rated 00 to 25, 2-00:
1. Bramastram (11} S. Shareef 61.5,
2. Sky Princess (3} Ashhad A 60,
3. Chandra Kanta (2) B. Nayak 59,
4. Don’s Den (8) G. Vivek 58, 5.
Areca Angel (10) Rajesh K 57.5, 6.
Ultimate Choice (1) Vishal B 57.5,
7. Akasi (6) Vivek 57, 8. Altair (4)
Ajeet K 56.5, 9. Daring Sweetheart
(5)' S, Mubarak 56.5, 10, Activated
{9) P. Surya 56 and I1. Star Citizen
{7) A. Fazal 55.5.
1. DON’S DEN 2. SKY PRINCESS, 3.
BRAMASTRAM

STAR CONTENDER  PLATE
2 (1,400m), rated 20 to 45, 2-30:
1. Ashwa Magadheera (6) Suraj
60, 2. Nikolina (4) Akshay K 59, 3.
Aferpi (5) Rajesh K 58.5, 4. Spec-
tacular (2) Sandesh 58.5, 5. Au-
gusto (9) L.A. Rozario 57, 6. Fic-
tioneer (8) Vishal B 57, 7.
Singhsaab (3) B. Nayak 56.5, 8.
Kodava Streak (12) Mudassar 55.5,
9. Sunway Lagoon (10) T.S. Jodha
55.5, 10. Rorito (1) Tousif K 55, 11.
Electric Blue (7} Richard Oliver 54
and 12. Sunshine Prince (11}
Gaurav §53.

1. NIKOLINA, 2. ASHWA MAGAD-
HEERA, 3. SPECTACULAR

“) RARE GEM PLATE (1,200m),

maiden 3-y-o only, (Terms), 3-
00: 1. Ardakan (8) Ranjeet S 56, 2.
Breeze Bluster (14) S. Saqlain 56,
3. Gimme (13) N.S. Parmar 56, 4.
Maybach (1) Mark 56, 5. Mon-
teverdi (4) Hindu § 56, 6. Pinnacle

Point (12) K. Nazil 56, 7. Romero
{7 L.A. Rozario 56, 8. The Sensa-
tion (11) Ashhad A 56, 9. Tycoonist
{5) Suraj 56, 10. Kiefer (10) C.S.
Jodha 54.5, 11, Kulsum (3} Likith
54.5, 12. Oasis Class (9) A. Prakash
54.5, 13. Prime Abbess (6) Md.
Akram 54.5 and 14. Secret Lady
{2) S. Shareef 54.5.
1. TYCOONIST, 2.,
KIEFER

STEWARDS CUP  (1,200m),

rated 60 & above, 3-30: 1.
Psychic Warrior (4) J.H. Arul 60,
2. Hukum (2) Md. Aliyar 56.5, 3.
Colonel Harty (3) Rajesh K 55, 4.
Obsidian (6) Dhanu § 54, 5.
Cavallini (1) Akshay K 52 and 6.
Luck Chance (5) Sandesh 51.5.
1. OBSIDIAN, 2. LUCKY CHANCE

FILLIES CHAMPIONSHIP
) STAKES (1,600m), 3-y-o fillies,
{Terms), 4-00: 1. Crown Consort
(2) Suraj 56, 2. Dangerous (3) C.S.
Jodha 56, 3. Eternal Princess (12)
Yash 56, 4. Faith (9) Trevor 56, 5.
King's Ransom (5) P.S. Chouhan
56, 6. Philosophy (7) Sandesh 56,
7. Place Vendome (11) P.P. Dhebe
56, 8. Queen Spirit (8) Zervan 56,
9. Shabelle (13) Akshay K 56, 10.
Star Comet (4) A. Imran 56, 11.
Stellar Gold (1) Bhawani S 56, 12.
Tough Cookie (10) Anjar 56 and
153‘ Triple Wish (6) N.S. Parmar

6.

GIMME, 3.

1. KING’S RANSOM, 2. CROWN CON-
SORT, 3. SHABELLE

[ K.S.  PRASAD MEMORIAL
TROPHY (1,400m), rated 40 to
65, 4-35: 1. Ruling Goddess (2)
Shreyas S 60, 2. Imperial Blue (10)
Akshay K 59.5, 3. Peluche (9) T.S.
Jodha 59.5, 4. Mystic Eye (8) P.P.
Dhebe 56.5, 5. Peyo (12) Yash
56.5, 6. Regal Command (7)

Michigan Melody wins feature event

BENGALURU: Azhar Ali-trained
Michigan Melody (Arshad up) won
the D. Kumar Siddanna Memorial
Trophy, the main event of the
races held here on Saturday (June
18). The winner is owned by Mr.
Satish G Kundapur.

1. TREASURE GIRL PLATE (DIV. 11),
{1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 5-y-0 &
aver: UNYIELDING (Ajinkya) 1,
Three Aces (Darshan) 2, Tifanny
{Sandesh) 3 and Ansaldo (Akshay
K) 4. 3/4, 2-1/4 and 3. lm, 16.34s.
74 (w), 35, 17 and 13 (p), SHP: 50,
THP: 60, FP: 1,843, Q: 939,
Trinella: 3,028 and 1,483, Exacta:
7,519 and 2,762. Favourite: An-
saldo. Owners: Mr. Darius R.
Byramiji, Mr. K. Mahaveer Chand &
Mr. Ravindran T.C. Trainer:
Darius.

2. ROYAL CHALLENGE PLATE
{1,400m), rated 00 to 25: KLOCK-
NER (Salman K) 1, Limited Edition
{G. Vivek) 2, Smile Around (Sidda-
raju) 3 and Elite Agent (Angad) 4.
1-1/4, 3/4 and 7-1/2. 1m, 31.88s. 375
(w), 18, 12 and 20 (p), SHP: 31,
THP: 43, FP: 159, Q: 53, Trinella:
1,572 and 943, Exacta: 6,698 and

2,511. Favourite: Limited Edition.
Owners: Mr. Rajan Aggarwal & Mr.
Gautam Aggarwal. Trainer: Pra-
deep Annaiah.

3. DUPONT PLATE (1,600m}, rated
00 to 25: NOBLE RULER (A, Imran)
1, Osibisa (Ajeet K) 2, Lightning
Flame (Dashrath 8) 3 and Chiraag
(B. Nayak) 4. 1-3/4, 2-3/4 and 1-3/4.
1m, 45.43s. T77 (w), 16, 53 and 14
(p), SHP: 251, THP: 39, FP: 3,190,
Q: 1,577, Trinella: 8,233 and 2,352,
Exacta: 21,775 and 9,332, Favour-
ite: Turkoman. Owner: Mr.
M.AM. Ramaswamy Chettiar Of
Chettinad  Charitable — Trust.
Trainer: S. Ganapathy.

4. SIR CECIL cUP (1,400m),
maiden 3-y-0 only, (Terms): KON-
ABOS (Suraj} 1, Aldgate (Trevor) 2,
Arrowette (Akshay K) 3 and Ripple
N Storm (Ajinkya) 4. Not run: Ad-
justment and Victoria Punch. 3-
1/2, 3-1/2 and 1-1/4. 1m, 30.14s. 355
(w), 25 and 14 (p), SHP: 30, THP:
31, FP: 137, Q: 46, Trinella: 267 and
97, Exacta: 1,431 and 1,033. Fa-
vourite: Aldgate. Owner: Mr.
Gautam Maini. Trainer: Prasanna

®
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Kumar.

5. D. KUMAR SIDDANNA ME-
MORIAL TROPHY (1,200m), rated
40 to 65, 5-y-0 & over: MICHIGAN
MELODY (Arshad) 1, General Pat-
ton (Akshay K) 2, Golden Vision
(Siddaraju) 3 and Secretsuperstar
(T.S. Jodha) 4. Not run: Super Gla-
diator. 3-1/4, Nk and 3/4. 1m, 16.11s.
127 (w), 14, 15 and 23 (p), SHP: 38,
THP: 54, FP: 101, Q: 46, Trinella:
435 and 217, Exacta: 1,435 and
630. Favourite: Michigan Melody.
Owner: Mr. Satish G Kundapur.
Trainer: Azhar Ali.

G, NOBLE PRINCE PLATE
(2,000m), rated 20 to 45: WIND-
STORM {Darshan) 1, Only You
(Sandesh) 2, Muirfield (S. John) 3
and Serdar (C.S. Jodha) 4. I-1/4, 12-
1/2 and 5-1/4. 2m, 12.78s. 46 (w),
20 and 13 (p}, SHP: 29, THP: 28,
FP: 91, : 43, Trinella: 160 and 64,
Exacta: 266 and 158, Favourite:
Only You. Owners: Dr. C.A. Prash-
anth, Mr. Gautam Basapa, Mr.
Manjunath B.S and Mr. Apana
Subaiya P. Trainer: S. Narredu.

7. BORSALINO PLATE (1,600m),

Bhawani § 56, 7. Promise Kept (1)
Trevor 55.5, 8. Douglas (3) Gaurav
S 55, 9. The Inheritor (4) J.H. Arul
54.5, 10. Ayr (5) Kiran N 53.5, 11
Success (13) Hindu § 52.5, 12. Son-
ata (1) Likith 52 and 13. Bangor On
Dee (6) G. Vivek 51.

1. IMPERIAL BLUE, 2. PEYO, 3.
PROMISE KEPT

BERGAMO PLATE (1,600m),

rated 40 to 65, 4-y-0 & over, 5
10: 1. Green Channel (4) J.H. Arul
61.5, 2. Jack Ryan (7) Ashhad A
60.5, 3. Siege Perilous (8) Akshay
K 58.5, 4. Four Wheel Drive (9)
P.S. Chouhan 55.5, 5. Starry Wind
(5) P.P. Dhebe 55.5, 6. Multistarrer
(10) Sandesh 55, 7. Pink Jasmine
(2) Trevor 54.5, 8. Southern Dyn-
asty (6) C.S. Jodha 53, 9. Win-
mylove (1) Gaurav § 53 and 10.
Capable (3) G. Vivek 52.5.
1. SIEGE PERILOUS, 2. MULTISTAR-
RER, 3. PINK JASMINE

RAMKIRPAL PLATE (DIV. I),

{1,200m), rated 00 to 25, 5-45:
1. Artesian (11) Nikhil N 62.5, 2.
First Royalist (9) A. Prakash 62.5,
3. Matera (3) Richard Oliver 62.5,
4. Amazing Luck (10) B. Nayak
61.5, 5. High Opinion (5) P.P.
Dhebe 61.5, 6. Mega Success (8)
Vivek 61, 7. Cinco De Mayo (1)
Mark 60, 8. Dreams Ahead (2) S.
Mubarak 59.5, 9. Gold Gray (6)
Siddaraju 59, 10. Handsome
Rocky (4) Rajesh K 58 and 11.
Lightning Charlie (7) P. Surya
57.5.

1. MATERA, 2. ARTESIAN, 3. GOLD
GRAY

Day’s best: IMPERIAL BLUE
Double: NIKOLINA —
PERILOUS

Jkt: 4, 5,6, 7 and 8; Tr (i): 3, 4 and
5; (ii): 6, 7 and 8.

SIEGE

rated 20 to 45, 4-y-0 & over: STAR
DOMINATION (Kiran N} 1, Queen
Regnant (Bhawani S) 2 and Marco
Polo (P.S. Chouhan} 3 and Je Ne
Sais Quoi (B, Nayak) 4. Not run:
Hope Island and Tyto Alba. 3/4, 2-
1/2 and 1/2. 1m, 43.82s. 397 (w), 23,
17 and 16 (p), SHP: 37, THP: 49, FP:
328, Q: 164, Trinella: 444 and 471,
Exacta: 49,033 and 21,014. Favour-
ite: Queen Regnant. Owners: Mr.
P. Ramesh Naidu & Mrs. Rohini
Thuppal. Trainer: S, Narredu,

8. TREASURE GIRL PLATE (DIV. 1),
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 5-y-0 &
over: FERNET BRANCA (Ajinkya) 1,
See My Heels (Suraj) 2, The Re-
sponse {Ajeet K) 3 and Perfect
Rendition (J.H. Arul) 4. Not run:
Benediction and Realia. 1/2, 2 and
2-1/2. 1Im, 17.36s. T35 (w), 15, 16 and
21 (p), SHP: 36, THP: 58, FP: 169,
Q: 78, Trinella: 1,037 and 1,283, Ex-
acta: 11,645 and 2,495, Favourite:
Smithsonian. Owner: Mr, K. Ma-
haveer Chand. Trainer: Darius.

Jackpot: ¥1,14,053 (carried over);
Treble (i): 1,768 (seven tkts); (ii):
3,868 (six tkis).

M ND-KDE
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Resurgent India will hope for a perfect finish

South Africa needs to address its recent batting woes; injured Bavuma a doubtful starter for fifth and final T201

SA IN INDIA

ASHWIN ACHAL

BENGALURU

The fate of the bilateral T201
series between India and
South Africa rests on the fifth
and final encounter at M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium here
on Sunday.

Honours are even at 2-2 af-
ter India recorded wins in
the two previous outings.
Fears that Bengaluru would
be forced to host a dead rub-
ber were wiped away by a
strong comeback by the
home team.

Rain threat

Persistent showers, however,
could play spoilsport. The ci-
ty is likely to witness heavy
rain on Sunday night, which
will test the SubAir drainage
system at the stadium. Spec-
tators can breathe easy
knowing that the vacuum-
powered suction system can
get the ground ready for ac-
tion 15 minutes after the rain
stops.

The evergreen Dinesh Kar-
thik will hope for an uninter-
rupted night out. Karthik,
the only active international
cricketer from the team
which featured in India’s first
ever T20I (vs South Africa at
Johannesburg, December

2006), rolled back the years
with a rollicking 27-ball 55 in
the previous game at Rajkot
on Friday.

The match-winning knock
earned him the ‘Player of the
Match’ award, an honour he
had won nearly 16 years ago
in Johannesburg.

Fast bowler Avesh Khan
will also enter this fixture on

a high, having picked up four
wickets at Rajkot. Avesh,
who had gone wicketless in
the first three matches, re-
paid the faith shown by the
team management.

“There have been no
changes to the eleven in the
four games here. I would like
to give credit to (head coach)
Rahul (Dravid) sir.

Game-changer: Karthik's blitz swung the contest India's way at Rajkot anci h;.-lped it pull level 2-2.

“He gives a good oppor-
tunity to everyone, because
you can't drop or include a
player, or say that he is a
good player based on perfor-
mances in one or two games.
He has given all the players
enough games to play, so you
have a good opportunity to
prove yourself,” Avesh said
in the post-match media inte-

Madhya Pradesh earns another shot at title

Kartikeya bags five as the team reaches the final for the first time since 1998-99

RANJI TROPHY

AYAN ACHARYA
BENGALURU

Kumar Kartikeya picked up
five second innings wickets
as Madhya Pradesh beat
Bengal by 174 runs to reach
its first Ranji Trophy final
since 1998-99.

The celebrations after the
win were low-key with MP
head coach Chandrakant
Pandit stating: “The boys
realise the job isn't done yet.
They are happy, but the re-
velries can wait.” Also, Pan-
dit and chief selector Chetan
Sharma had a 15-minute chat
with Kartikeya and Rajat Pa-
tidar after the match.

MP struck off the second
ball of the morning after
overnight rain delayed the
start until 10.45 a.m.

Gaurav Yadav had Anus-
tup Majumdar, who was not
out overnight on 8, caught
behind with an outswinger.
Majumdar attempted an ex-
pansive drive and paid the
price.

IN BRIEF

Shakib and Nurul to
Bangladesh's rescue
NORTH SOUND

Skipper Shakib Al Hasan (53
batting) and Nurul Hasan (49
batting) added 101 for the
unbroken seventh wicket as
Bangladesh reached 210 for
six at tea on day three of the
first Test against the West
Indies on Saturday.

The scores: Bangladesh 103
& 210/6 in 76 overs
{Mahmudul Hasan Joy 42,
Shakib Al Hasan 53, Nurul
Hasan 49 batting} vs West
Indies 265 in 112.5 overs
(Kraigg Brathwaite 94,
Jermaine Blackwood 63;
Mehidy Hasan 4/59). are

Brunt retires from Tests
LONDON

England pacer Katherine
Brunt on Saturday announced
her retirement from Test
criclket, calling time ona
career that spanned 17 years.
The 36-year-old will continue
to play in the shorter formats
of the game. ani

Sathiyan bows out

ZAGRES

G. Sathiyan, who had shocked
World No. 6 and the second
seed Darko Jorgic of Slovenia
in the first round, went down
to Chuang Chi-Yuan of Taipei
7-11,9-11, 5-11 in the men's
quarterfinals of the World
Table Tennis Contender here
on Saturday.

Injured Osalka withdraws
from Wimbledon

PARIS

Former World No. 1 Naomi
Osaka pulled out of
Wimbledon on Saturday with
an Achilles injury. "My
Achilles still isn't right so I'll
see you next time," she
tweeted. asr

™
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Regal march: Madhya Pradesh upstaged Bengal to book a
berth in the summit clash. =supHakaraJain

However, Bengal rallied
for one session through its
last recognised pair of Abhi-
manyu Easwaran (78, 157b,
7x4) and Shahbaz Ahmed.
They batted well for a 38-run
sixth-wicket stand as MP
went flat for about one-and-
a-half hours.

Abhimanyu’s milestone

Both batters were different
in their method against spin.
Abhimanyu was initially the
busier — watching, moving,
and playing the ball as late as
possible. Along the way, he

crossed 5,000 First Class
runs. Shahbaz, meanwhile,
played the odd sweep and
when the ball landed outside
off or leg stump, used his
pads as a second line of
defence,

But Abhimanyu's dogged
resistance ended after lunch
when Kartikeya knocked ov-
er his stumps with a delivery
that kept low.

Thereafter, Bengal was re-
signed to its fate as it col-
lapsed from 135 for six, los-
ing heart and wilting under
the guile of Kartikeya, who

Morikawa and Dahmen
share the top spot

Rahm, Mcllroy among five one adrift

All a blur: But for a missed birdie putt on the 18th, Dahmen

would have beenin sole lead. =ap

US OPEN GOLF

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BROOKLINE
A weekend showdown of
golf’s top stars was set on
Friday at the US Open as
two-time Major winner Col-
lin Morikawa seized a share
of the lead while Jon Rahm
and Rory Mcllroy were one
stroke adrift.
Seventh-ranked Morika-
wa fired a four-under 66 and
American Joel Dahmen,
who shot 68, joined him on
five-under 135 after two
rounds. Second-ranked de-
fending champion Rahm,
third-ranked Mcllroy and
Americans Hayden Buckley,
Aaron Wise and Beau Hoss-
ler shared second on 136.
Mcllroy, chasing his first
Major title since 2014,
comes off a victory in last
week’s PGA Canadian Open.
Not since 1934 has a player

»

won the week before and
then captured the US Open.

Top-ranked Masters
champion Scottie Scheffler,
with an eagle and two bir-
dies on the last six holes,
was on 137.

Dahmen, 34, won his on-
ly PGA title last year in the
Dominican Republic. But
for a missed 10-foot birdie
putt on the 18th, he would
have been in sole lead.

Six-time Major winner

Phil Mickelson missed the
cut on 11-over 151,
The scores: 135: Joel Dahmen
(USA, 67, 68), Collin Morikawa
(USA, 69, 66); 136: Beau Hoss-
ler (USA, 89, 67), Aaron Wise
(USA, 68, 68), Hayden Buckley
(USA, 68, 68), Jon Rahm (Esp,
69, 67), Rory Mcllroy (NIR, 67,
69); 137: Patrick Rodgers (USA,
69, 68), Matthew NeSmith
(USA, 68, 69), Scottie Schef-
fler (USA, 70, 67), Nick Hardy
(USA, 69, 68), Brian Harman
(USA, 68, 69).

finished with figures of five
for 67. Madhya Pradesh lord-
ed it over Bengal because the
latter’s cricket was blighted
by basic errors with the bat,
ball and fielding, particularly
catching,.

The scores:

MP — 1st innings: 341.
Bengal — 1st innings: 273.

MP — 2nd innings: 281.

Bengal — 2nd innings: Abhish-
ek Raman c Patidar b Kartikeya
0, Abhimanyu Easwaran b Kar-
tikeya 78, Sudip Gharami lbw b
Saransh 19, Abishek Porel b
Kartikeya 7, Manoj Tiwary c
Gaurav b Kartikeya 7, Anustup
Majumdar ¢ Mantri b Gaurav 8,
Shahbaz Ahmed (not out) 22,
Sayan Mondal lbw b Saransh 1,
Pradipta Pramanik c Aditya b
Kartikeya 5, Alcash Deep csubb
Gaurav 20, Mukesh Kumar b
Gaurav 4; Extras (b-1, lb-2,
w-1): 4; Total (in 65.2 overs):
175.

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-49, 3-60,
4-80, 5-97, 6-135, 7-138, 8-145,
9-171.

MP bowling: Kartikeya 32-10-
67-5, Anubhav 4-0-17-0, Sa-
ransh 24-1-69-2, Gaurav 5.2-0-
19-3.

=VIJAY SONEJ

raction. The 25-year-old
speedster is ready for a diffe-
rent challenge at Bengaluru.
“In the last two matches, our
bowling attack has executed
all our plans, We were able to
get wickets consistently —
both in the PowerPlay and in
the middle overs.

“We will strive to do the
same and perform as a group

on Sunday. You have no con-
trol over the pitch and condi-
tions. Bengaluru will be diffe-
rent from Rajkot. The better
you adapt to different condi-
tions, the better your perfor-
mance will be,” Avesh said.

Failing to fire
South Africa must quickly
address its recent batting
woes, which have led to low
scores of 131 and 87. Rassie
van der Dussen, David Miller
and Heinrich Klaasen, the ar-
chitects of the visitors’ victo-
ries in the opening two
matches, have gone quiet.
Captain Temba Bavuma,
who retired hurt on Friday, is
a doubtful starter.
The teams (from):
India: Rishabh Pant (Capt.),
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Ishan Kishan,
Shreyas lyer, Hardik Pandya,
Deepak Hooda, Dinesh Karthik,
Axar Patel, Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar, Avesh Khan, Yuzvendra
Chahal, Harshal Patel, Venka-
tesh lyer, Ravi Bishnoi, Arsh-
deep Singh, and Umran Malik.
South Africa: Temba Bavuma
(Capt.), Quinton de Kock, Rassie
van der Dussen, Heinrich Klaa-
sen, David Miller, Dwaine Pre-
torius, Wayne Parnell, Kagiso
Rabada, Anrich Nortje, Keshav
Maharaj, Tabraiz Shamsi, Lungi
Ngidi, Marco Jansen, Reeza
Hendricks, and Tristan Stubbs.
Match starts at 7 p.m.

Tdon't think anyone can
fill Mithali's space’

Pep talk: NC chief Laxman interacted wirﬁTeam India

ahead of its tour of Sri Lanka. =sccwomen/TwITTER

P.K. AJITH KUMAR

hen India takes on Sri

Lanka in the first Wo-
men's ODI at Pallekele on Ju-
ly 1, the visiting side will be
without a player who has
been a regular in the eleven
for over two decades.

Mithali Raj will be mis-
sed, said Harmanpreet
Kaur, who has taken over as
the ODI captain from the
most prolific batter in the
women’s game, on Satur-
day. The series features
three ODIs and as many
T20Is, the first of which will
be played at Dambulla on
June 23.

“l don't think there is
anyone who can fill Mithali's
space, but we are trying
hard to get some combina-
tions,” said Harmanpreet.

Mumbai storms into the final

‘Underdog’ UP can go home with heads held high

AMOL KARHADKAR
BENGALURU
The writing was on the wall
on the penultimate day.
Then, overnight heavy rain
made the last day’s proceed-
ings of the semifinal bet-
ween Mumbai and Uttar Pra-
desh at Just Cricket Academy
on Saturday a mere formali-
ty, if not a farce.

Eventually, only 16 overs
were bowled, with UP part-
timers rolling their arm over.

Declaration and end!
The moment Shams Mulani
joined Sarfaraz Khan in the
half-century club, Mumbai
declared its second essay at
533 for four. With less than
half an hour remaining for
tea, the brealk was called and
the teams shook hands.
Despite the disappointing
outing over the last five days,
Uttar Pradesh had plenty to
cherish from a season where
it started as underdog.
Mumbai will go into the fi-
nal at the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium from Wednesday

T

with literally no chink in its
armour. With the part-tim-
ers bowling, Sarfaraz — in
the form of his life — was
served dollies aplenty. He
crossed the 800-run mark
for the season with two siz-
zling hits over mid-wicket.
The scores:

Mumbai — 1st innings: 393.

UP — 1st innings: 180.

Mumbai — 2nd innings: Prithvi
Shaw c Mavi b Saurabh 64,
Yashasvi Jaiswal ¢ sub b Prince

Gurjit shines as India stuns Argentina

Heartbreak for men as they lose to Netherlands in shootout

FIH PRO LEAGUE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ROTTERDAM

Gurjit Kaur scored a brace as
the Indian women'’s hockey
team dished out a spirited
performance to stun Olym-
pic silver medallist Argenti-
na 2-1 in the shootout after a
3-3 stalemate in regulation
time in the first match of the
two-leg FIH Pro League tie
on Saturday.

Gurjit's two penalty-cor-
ner conversions and Lalrem-
siami’s field strike cancelled
out Agustina Gorzelany's
hat-trick to take the match
into the shootout.

In the shootout, Neha
Goyal and Sonika scored for
India, while Victoria Granat-
to was the lone scorer for
this edition’s Pro League

champion as the Savita Pu-
nia-led side registered a fa-
mous win.

The Indian men produced
a lion-hearted performance
before losing 1-4 to table-top-
per The Netherlands in the
shootout after the the sides
were locked 2-2 at regulation
time. The reverse has vir-
tually put India out of the tit-
le race.

The Indians are third with
30 points from 15 games
with just one match remain-
ing while Netherlands lead
with 33 points from 13 games
with three matches in hand.
Olympic champion Belgium
is second (31 points, 14
games) with two matches
remaining.

Breathtaking hockey was
on display between two
world-class teams as India

Team effort: Indian women gave a spirited display to humble Argentina. =twiTTer/FIHPROLEAGUE

and Netherlands battled it
out.

There was also a battle of
supremacy between two
best goalkeepers of the
world — P.R. Sreejesh and
Pirmin Blaak — and the two
came up with brilliant saves
on numerous occasions in
the first two quarters.

However, in the shootout,
only Vivek Sagar Prasad
could find the target while
Netherlands scored four
times.

The results: Women: India 3
(Lalremsiami 4, Gurjit 37 &61)
drew with Argentina 3 (Agusti-
na Gorzelany 22, 37, 45). India
won 2-1in shostout.

Men: India 2 (Dilpreet 22, Har-
manpreet 60) drew with Neth-
erlands 2 (de Vilder 10, Bijen
47). Netherlands won 4-1 in
shoatout.

®
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Purple patch: Sarfaraz continued his fine run and crossed the

800-run mark for the season. =riLE PHOTO: ViIAY SONEJI

181, Armaan Jaffer c sub b Mavi
127, Suved Parkar c & b Prince
22, Sarfaraz Khan (not out) 59,
Shams Mulani {not out) 51; Ex-
tras (b-12, lb-4, nb-4, w-9): 29;
Total (for four wkts. decl. in
156 overs): 533.

Fall of wickets: 1-66, 2-352, 3-
404, 4-420.

UP bowling: Dayal 10-1-43-0,
Rajpoot 19-4-58-0, Mavi 12-3-
36-1, Prince 27-3-92-2, Saurabh
35-6-1-113-1, Karan 30-7-84-0,
Rinku 12-0-49-0, Samarth 2-0-
9-0, Kaushil 9-1-33-0.

“We will miss her in the
dressing room (too).”

She said the Lanka tour
was a great opportunity for
the team. “This is the first
series we are going to play
without the seniors,” she
said (India’s most expe-
rienced bowler Jhulan Gos-
wami is also missing from
the squad).

Harmanpreet said things
would be easier for her after
being made the ODI captain.
“I have been leading the
T20 side for a long time,”
she said. “When two cap-
tains were there sometimes
things were not too easy be-
cause sometimes...we
would have different ideas.”
The schedule: T20Is: June 23,
25 and 27, all at Dambulla.
ODlIs: July 1, 4 and 7, all at Pal-
lekele.

Golden show
by Neeraj

Neeraj. sTwiTTER

SPORTS BUREAU

Olympic champion Nee- —|-
raj Chopra, battling
rain and slippery condi-
tions, won the javelin gold
with his opening throw of
86.69m at the Kuortane
Games in Kuortane, Fin-
land, on Saturday. It was
Neeraj’s first gold this year.
The 24-year-old had just
one legal throw as he
fouled his second attempt,
slipped while finishing his
next and did not attempt
the other three throws.
Sandeep Chaudhary was
eighth and last (60.35m).

~ Sriram-Jeevan pair

=TT

SPORTS BUREAU

riram Balaji and Jeevan

Nedunchezhiyan ~ won
their second successive
Challenger title, beating Ro-
main Arneodo {(Monaco) and
Jonathan Eysseric (France)
6-4, 67(3), [10-7], in the final
of the €45,730 event in Blois,
France, on Saturday. The
duo collected 80 ATP points
and €2,670.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JAKARTA
H.S. Prannoy lost in the
semifinal yet again as he
bowed out of the Indonesia
Open Super 1000 badmin-
ton tournament after going
down 16-21, 15-21 to China’s
Zhao Jun Peng on Saturday.
World No. 1 Viktor Axel-

does it again

Having the last laugh: Sriram and Jeevan prevailed in a super
tiebreak in the final. =seeciaL ARRANGEMENT

In the Ilkley Challenger,
Ramkumar  Ramanathan
and John-Patrick Smith of
Australia reached the final.
Other results: Semifinals:
€134,920 Challenger, Ilkley,
Britain: John-Patrick Smith
(Aus) & Ramkumar Ramanath-
an bt Luke Johnson & Aidan
McHugh (GBr) 6-3, 7-6(5).
$15,000 ITF men, Tay Ninh,
Vietnam: Digvijay Pratap Singh
bt Tsung-Hao Huang (Tpe)
6-4, 7-5.

Prannoy loses to Peng

sen secured a place in the
title clash after toppling Ma-
laysian rising star Lee Zii Jia
19-21, 21-11, 23-21 in a tight,
fast-paced encounter.

Other results:

Women (semifinals): Tai Tzu-
ying bt Tai Tzu-ying 10-21, 26-
24, 21-12; Wang Zhiyi bt He
Bingjiao 21-15, 21-10.
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W it In the national interest,
Zi”%‘f"i spread this message
Al i€
Amrit Mahotsav PATANJALI" } to crores of people.

& Yoga, Ayurveda & Naturopathy <
Patanjali Yogpeeth, Haridwar . . =

International Yoga Day

On this auspicious event dated June 21, 2022, let us all commit ourselves to practice yoga everyday from
5 a.m. to 7.30 a.m. with Yog Rishi Swami Ramdev Ji via his live yoga sessions telecasted
on Aastha Channel everyday. Watch him live on other national and regional news channels on Yoga Day.
Let us take an oath on this great occasion of "Azadi ka Amrit Mahotasav" to liberate ourselves from all kinds of diseases as well as any sort of addiction,

violence, any negative thoughts or emotions and any inhuman tendencies by practising yoga daily and committing ourselves to become "Swadeshi"
in our thoughts and spirits towards the attainment of self-sufficient vision.

‘wellness » |

With the support of nation & dedicated Patanjali volunteers, we are organizing Yoga events at 75 historical and culturally iconic places, around 500 blocks and
500 districts throughout the entire nation. We encourage you all to participate in this "Yoga Mahotsav" to rejuvenate your physical and
mental strength and feel pride by becoming a part of the traditional yoga practice and Indian cultural legacy.

Patanjali Research Institute: Patanjali is strongly based on evidence-based research, and contemporary science. To read and learn about Patanjali's advanced
researches on more than 500 research themes and international research publications and books, please visit Patanjali Research Institute's website: www.patanjali.res.in

The allopathic pharmaceutical companies have spread the collective deception and fabrication about having no permanent solution for diseases arising out of poor lifestyle, chronic ilinesses, genetic
disorders etc. and declared few of them as incurable diseases. But, for the past three decades, we have provided holistic health solutions by Yoga to millions of people at their physical, mental and
spiritual levels. We have provided research and evidence-based therapeutic services to cure several diseases like BP, Diabetes, Thyroid, Asthma, Arthritis, Infertility, Ankylosing Spondylitis, Type |

Diabetes, Parkinson's, Chronic kidney and Liver diseases such as Fatty liver, Liver cirrhosis; chronic skin problems such as Psoriasis, Eczema, Leukoderma, etc. The false advertisements by the
allopathic medicine industry have brainwashed the general public to believe their theory of not having a permanent solution for these diseases. If anyone in your family is suffering from such diseases,
please feel free to get their treatment at Patanjali Wellness, Patanjali Yogpeeth Phase-ll for at least one to two weeks to witness the improvements and to get rid of health problems permanently.

For Registration Contact Scan For Booking:-

Patanjali Wellness Patanjali Yog Gram Patanjali Niramayam

8954890210 | 8954890120 | 7456004597

Email: booking@patanjaliwellness.com | Website: www.patanjaliwellness.com

Prestigious ideal university for learning

s By Yoga, Ayurveda, Naturopathy, Grammar e T
- and Linguistics, Philosophy and Indian @ 5g N0 NI A T O Mok s Wi e s The oath to liberate ourselves from the

/9 F & nationalisation of Indian education. Reviving ancient : B 5
@ ‘ ' g&e%mgeﬂsmﬂm mrg:af:::.n;'snt Cr - ; Indian tradition of Gurukul and Teacher-Disciple PATAﬂI,ALI z::l:nl;!’ itrtr'lfeTrt“trg':)ae‘;‘:::le?;gpameﬁ na::la
= T ‘B~ & relationship, a campaign to build divine personality Avurved Limited -sustal
% » after completion of studies. For more % v ; yu
o s sy wﬁﬂ% and divine leadership. T T byfollowing the Swadeshi path.
9520984212 | Website: www.universityofpatanjali.com Website: www.acharyakulam.org
A To get a permanent solution for all diseases H : m‘!ﬂﬁ"}:ﬁ,";",{,‘;’ n“f ',"..”,;‘J;’;",“,L‘,?..".‘,‘,’;?a_
through Yoga, Ayurveda and Naturopathy, _d i L i -
please practise ‘Integrated Yoga’ with Yogrishi \%;% QJ\ O\ E@ IN@I AI'V [w] %% =]
Swami Ramdev Ji and learn the certified 5% »
@ knowledg_e about int_egrated trqatmer!t methods e ILIVE Everyday 9:00 am Everyday 8:00 am -
-~ alqng with wntnessmq the curing of incurable  Everyday 5:00 am to 7:30 am E
diseases everyday live on Aastha Channel and 8:00 pm shorturl.at/gnxB5
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Collective effort: Tribal women on their way to preparing an agricultural field at Umsowai village in Karbi Anglong district of Assam.

A bounty in the horizon

As the monsoon arrived two weeks ahead of schedule, Assam farmers are
expecting a good harvest

TEXT AND IMAGES BY RITU RA] KONWAR tivals. Some are celebrated at the beginning of the season to
] . i . invoke the blessings of the gods for a good harvest. The tribal

Agriculture occupies an important place in the economy of  Jife revolves around the rituals, beliefs and traditions asso-

Assam, and rural farmers make up its backbone. This year,  cjated with agriculture.

good rain ahead of the monsoon helped farmers gain a head Agriculture is a far more complex activity than hunting

start in planting their crops. Even the monsoon, which nor-  and gathering. Tilling, sowing and harvesting are long, un-

mally arrives in the State in the first week of June, was early  certain and tiring, requiring patience, confidence and

by a couple of weeks. Good rain during this period brightens far-sightedness.

the prospects of the Kharif crop. The tribal community has a strong sense of collective en-
During the season, tribal communities living in the hills  deavour, helping them through the planting season and be-

and plains celebrate many agriculture-related rituals and fes- nefiting them economically.

A i

Tribal way: Women workers at Umsowai fashion cups out of bamboo for drinking water.

Green thumbs: Refreshing drink: Locally
Seasoned hands at grown tea is being brewed
Bormarjong. by the side of a field.

Germinating a
season: A man
sows paddy seeds

in his Jhum field at Packed spread: Rice
Bormarjong wrapped in banana leaves
village in Karbi are being distributed to the

Anglong. workers at Umsowai.
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Fine powder: Tiwa
tribesmen pounding
rice as they take part
in the Wanchuwa
festival.

Smooth flow:
Women clean a
channel to take
water to their 4\ i 3 by Vg ‘
agricultural field at e LV S

Bormarjong. Ready for transplant: Paddy seedlings ready in a Jhum field at Bormarjong.

RET s =2 A & =k 3 5

Invoking the gods: Tiwa tribesmen perform their traditional dance as they take partin the Wanchuwa festival at Bormarjong. Tiwas pray for a bountiful harvest during this festival.
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